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PR O V IS IO N A L  S E M I-A N N U A L  'REPO RT

January 1 - June 30, 196 5

I. PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES

NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST

Yemen

The situation in the Yemen where hostilities continued in 
various regions, obliged the ICRC to maintain and even extend its humanitarian 
activity for the victims of the conflict. This activity was also carried out 
both on the territory of the Arab Republic of the Yemen and in areas held 
by Royalist forces.

Assistance to prisoners. - On both sides the delegates of the ICRC continued 
to assist prisoners of war and other persons detained by reason of the events. 
On the Royalist side they effected long expeditions to captives held in regions 
which were often difficult of access. These were sometimes in the mountain 
ranges of the interior and in agreement with the belligerents, the delegates 
frequently crossed the firing lines to reach those highlands. They brought 
material relief as well as family mail to prisoners, and the ICRC doctors 
gave them treatment and handed out medicaments to them.

The delegates also visited leading Royalist personalities 
incarcerated or interned in Republican prisons. This was notably the case 
at Taiz and Sanaa.

Medical activity. - The heaviest task which the ICRC has continued to carry 
out in the Yemen has been of a medical character. In fact the vicissitudes 
of the conflict and the number of victims obliged it to maintain the field 
hospital it had installed at Uqhd in November 1963 near the northern frontier 
The number of patients has not decreased in the first half of the year. There 
were, on the contrary, critical periods when doctors and their assistants 
had difficulty to cope with the wounded and sick.

From January to the end of June 196 5, the number of patients 
in hospital at Uqhd was 382 (1, 344 since the opening of the hospital in 
November 1963). In the clinobox (operating block) 646 operations were 
performed (1, 572 since 1963) and the policlinic service gave about 13, 300 
consultations (51, 950).
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From the hospital, medical teams continued to go into the 
interior of the Yemen to give first-aid to combatants and civilians stricken 
by the hostilities. In these regions, remote and difficult of access, doctors 
and nurses have given treatment to about 1, 500 patients since the beginning 
of the year.

The ICRC also carried out its medical activity on the territory 
of the Arab Republic of the Yemen. Since February, a team consisting of a 
doctor and a male nurse has installed itself in a village near Sanaa. Another 
team was placed in Sanaa itself in the spring, which subsequently went to 
Qataba in South Yemen in order to care for refugees from Radfan 
(Federation of South Arabia) who were staying on Republican territory.
Until the beginning of July these teams gave treatment to some 2, 000 persons.

Having observed that there was a serious shortage of medicamerts 
in Sanaa and elsewhere in the Republic, the ICRC attempted to remedy this 
state of affairs to a certain extent. It handed over for hospitals and 
orphanages, medicaments offered notably by the Swedish and Swiss Red 
Cross.

The ICRC also continued its action on behalf of the war disabled 
in the Republic, an action which was carried out in close co-operation with 
the Red Crescent of the United Arab Republic. In January, a group of 
amputated cases returned to Sanaa after being fitted with appliances at 
the Cairo orthopaedic hospital whilst another group left for the Egyptian 
capital, which was followed in March by a third group and in May by yet 
a fourth. Thanks chiefly to subsidies paid by the ICRC, these disabled 
were able to follow a course of treatment and receive the requisite artificial 
limbs. The ICRC delegation in Sanaa also distributed crutches and wooden 
legs, as temporary relief to the amputated.

Food and clothing re lie f. - The ICRC delegation in the Arab Republic of the 
Yemen has in 1Ô65 continued its regular distributions of food relief. As in 
the previous year, the principal beneficiaries have been children in Sanaa, 
victims of the events who, numbering 800 to 1000, have each morning 
received sweetened and vitaminized milk. The powdered milk used was 
provided from surplus stocks of the Swiss. Confederation. Quantities 
distributed have amounted to two tons each month. In addition, the children 
frequently receive cheese and tonics.

The delegates also made distributions in various establishments 
of the capital and other localities, notably at the Republican hospital- +Ke 
Orthopaedic hospital, the Girls School, the hospital and dispensary at 
Hodeida, the El Kalaa prison and at the Association of Yemeni Women. 
Relief distributed comprised whole milk and cheese, occasionally tunny 
and sardines and in certain cases soap and cigarettes.

In May, the ICRC had five tons of milk, two tons of cheese and 
a ton of soap delivered to the refugees from Radfan who were in South 
Yemen. This relief action by which several thousands of persons benefited 
was organized by the ICRC medical team working on behalf of these refugees.
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At the beginning of the year, the delegation of the ICRC took 
delivery of 20 tons of clothing and of a thousand sheets, as well as of an 
amount of medicaments offered by the Swedish Red Cross to the Yemeni 
population victim of the events. It also added six sewing machines. The 
delegates distributed eleven tons in Sanaa and spread the nine others 
between Taiz and Hodeida, They also handed four tons of clothing 
offered by the Swiss Red Cross, as well as a lot of slippers. The 
Republican Government expressed its gratitude to the donors.

Federation of South Arabia

Mr. André Rochat, head of the ICRC mission in the Yemen, 
went to Aden in February where he made contact with the Governor of the 
Federation of South Arabia and amongst other personalities with the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sheikh Mohamed Farid Aulagis as well as 
with the 'local British authorities. The delegate also went to Radfan 
territory, North of Aden, where troubles had broken out the previous 
month.

The ICRC representative also visited the hospital establishments 
of Aden and policlinics in various parts of the Federation.

Bahrein

In April, the head of the ICRC mission in the Yemen, Mr. 
Rochat, visited the Principality of Bahrein in the Persian Gulf, where he 
was received by the Sovereign H. -H. Sheikh Khalifah bin Salman al 
Khalifah. He expressed interest in the ICRC's action in the Arab countries, 
which he has decided to support by a financial contribution. On the Prince.'3 
invitation, Mr. Rochat visited the government hospitals, as well as the 
prison where treatment was being given to persons wounded during the 
recent disturbances.

Cyprus

Thanks to contributions offered by twenty-one National Red 
Cross Societies, and by the United States Government, the ICRC delegation 
in Cyprus was able to continue its relief distributions to the victims of the 
events and helped them to pass the winter. The chief beneficiaries of these 
were refugee and needy children belonging to the Turkish Cypriot community, 
numbering 8, 873.

The delegates have utilized the major part of funds at the ir 
disposal for the purchase on the spot of clothing and shoes. They have thus 
given work to local merchants and artisans whom the events had reduced 
to total or partial unemployment . In addition to children, beneficiaries of 
these distributions were the aged of the two communities in homes at Nicosia, 
Larpaca, Limassol and Famagusta, as well as some sixty needy Greek 
Cypriot families whose head or main support had disappeared during the 
events.
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To the displaced and homeless, the ICRC handed over 1, 100 
mattresses and 400 tents offered by the United States and Great Britain. 
Amongst other donations distributed by the delegation, we would mention 
an incubator offered by the Canadian Red Cross to the Turkish hospital of 
Nicosia.

The total of financial contributions entrusted to the ICRC for 
the victims of the troubles has amounted to 212, 000 Swiss francs, to which 
can be added certain donations in kind from various sources.

However, the return of fine weather has not put an end to the 
ICRC's mission. In fact the persistent tension in the island has continued 
to prevent free movement for certain sections of the population. Thus the 
ICRC delegate has often had to intervene on behalf of persons separated 
from their families and facilitate their movements.

On June 17, the delegate went, in company with General 
Thimayya, UNO Force Commander in Cyprus, to Kokkina where previously 
the situation had been particularly tense and full of incident. He observed 
that conditions there had appreciably improved as a result of President 
Makarios' decision not to consider that locality as a forbidden zone and 
to authorize the unrestricted despatch of food, clothing and medicaments.
It also appeared to him that many houses destroyed had already been 
rebuilt and that thanks to the tents supplied on the approach of winter by 
the American and British governments there was no refugee without shelter.

SOUTH EAST ASIA

Viet Nam

The ICRC has pursued its efforts in 1965 with a view 
to bringing more effective protection to the victims of the conflict. It 
intervened on behalf of prisoners held by the Saigon authorities as well as 
of those in the hands of the "National Front of Liberation of South Viet Nam" 
and of the Hanoi Government.

Mr. André Durand, delegate general of the ICRC for Asia, has 
made prolonged stays in Saigon where,accompanied by Mr. Werner Muller, 
honorary delegate, then by Dr. Jürg Baer, doctor-delegate, he made 
numerous approaches to the government for the purpose of obtaining fuller 
application of the Geneva Conventions. One result of these efforts was the 
visit made in April by delegates to the prison at Mytho.

The ICRC also intervened on behalf of Americans missing in 
South Viet Nam and presumed to be prisoners of the NFL. Its representatives 
went to Phnom-Penh for that purpose where the leaders of the Cambodian 
Red Cross accepted to transmit parcels and mail for the American prisoners.
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The ICRC made various contacts with the Red Cross of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam at Hanoi, concerning American airmen 
whose aircraft had been shot down during air raids North of the 17th 
parallel/MVo had been taken prisoner. That National Society transmitted 
family messages and parcels addressed to one of these prisoners who 
through that intermediary and through Geneva was able to write to his 
family in the United States. The Central Tracing Agency at ICRC headquarters 
has forwarded mail for other airmen pris^gers. These exchanges of news 
had, however, to be suspended in May at/request of the North Vietnamese 
Red Cross.

When the air attacks on North Viet Nam were resumed in 
February 1965, the ICRC telegraphed the Red Cross of the Democratic 
Republic of Viet Nam at Hanoi to renew its offer of aid on behalf of the 
victims, in the framework of the First Geneva Convention of August 12,
1949 for the amelioration of the condition of the wounded and sick in armed 
forces in the field. The National Red Cross thanked the ICRC for its offer 
and replied that it was capable of dealing with its needy by itself.

In June, seeing that military operations in Viet Nam were 
extending ever wider and that the position in that country was now one of 
armed conflict to which all the Geneva Conventions should apply, the 
ICRC addressed an appeal to the governments of the Republic of Viet Nam , 
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam and of the United States of America 
engaging them to respect, in the conduct of hostilities, the humanitarian 
provisions of those Conventions to which those States have acceded. It sent 
the same appeal to the "National Front of Liberation of South Viet Nam".

The ICRC recalled in particular that "any combatant captured 
in uniform or in possession of some clear indication that he is a member 
of the armed forces shall have his life spared and as a prisoner of war 
shall benefit from humane treatment". Lists of captured combatants must 
be communicated without delay to the Central Tracing Agency, at CICR 
headquarters in Geneva.

In addition, the parties to the conflict are obliged, in their 
operations, to respect and protect civilians not taking part in hostilities.
They must not subject such persons to attack or carry out any acts of 
violence against them.

The ICRC finally stated that it remained at the disposal of the 
authorities concerned to co-operate in the loyal application of the Conventions 
"conceived by the community of nations to mitigate the rigours engendered 
by w ar".

Laos

The ICRC has continued its activity in Laos on behalf of refugees 
who had fled from the fighting areas, and other victims of the events. The 
balance of relief offered by National Red Cross Societies as a result of the
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appeal launched on June 8, 1964, by the League, was distributed by the 
Laotian Red Cross with the help of the International Committee's delegate 
at Vientiane. Refugees in the riparian provinces of the Mekong benefited 
from this action.

At the beginning of February 196 5, following on the military 
operations brought about by the coup d'état in Vientiane, the ICRC had 
emergency relief reach the victims of the events. This chiefly consisted 
of antitetanus serum, antigangrene serum and blood plasma for the wounded 
undergoing treatment in the Mahosot hospital.

In April, on the occasion of the Laotian New Year. Dr. Jiirg 
Baer, doctor-delegate of the ICRC, in company with the leaders of the 
Laotian Red Cross, took part in visits to hospitals. 400 wounded and sick 
then received a consignment of food and mosquito netting to which the 
ICRC contributed.

Malaysia

Although the Malaysian Government did not accept that the 
Geneva Conventions were applicable to the armed conflict opposing it to 
the Djakarta authorities, the ICRC was authorized to carry out its 
humanitarian activity on behalf of the Indonesian victims of that conflict.
Its delegate general for Asia, Mr. André Durand, was able in January to 
visit Indonesians who had fallen into the hands of the Malaysian authorities.

The prisoners visited by the ICRC representative were in the 
Malaya peninsula, in Singapore island and in South Borneo. They were all 
in prisons, but were not considered as being prisoners of war within the 

« meaning of the Geneva Conventions. During his visit Mr. Durand collected
200 letters for the detainees' families. In all he visited 11 places of 
detention during the course of a journey of 400 km.

«

The ICRC also organized, in co-operation with the Indonesian 
Red Cross, the transmission of family letters for Indonesians held in the 
Federation of Malaysia. These despatches were routed through its 
delegation in Bangkok. It also intervened with the Indonesian Red Cross 
in order to obtain news of Malaysian fishermen detained in Indonesia.

Philippines

In January, Mr. John W. Mittner, delegate of the ICRC in 
Manila, together with Dr. T. Calasanz, Director of the Philippines Red 
Cross, visited political detainees held in Fort McKinley. He distributed 
relief to them consisting chiefly of soap, disinfectants and cigarettes. He 
spoke with them without witnesses. These detainees had been arrested and

·.
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condemned in execution of measures taken by the Philippine Government 
against the clandestine "Huks" movement.

Japan

The repatriation operations of Koreans resident in Japan and 
wishing to return to planes of their choice in their country of origin continued 
in 196 5. Repatriation took place under the auspices of the Japanese Red 
Cross in the presence of ICRC delegates, who, at the time of embarkation, 
ensure that no person leaves against his will.

From January 1 to June 30, 1965,five vessels sailed from 
Niigata for Chong-Jin, in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea. They 
carried 926 passengers, bringing the total number of Koreans repatriated 
since the beginning of these operations in December 1963 to 83, 591.

During his stay in Japan in May, when he was the guest of the 
National Red Cross, Mr. Gonard, President of the ICRC, attended the 
embarkation of Koreans being repatriated.

AFRICA

Congo

The ICRC's activity in the Congo consisted mainly of visits 
to prisons where people v/ere held for having taken part in the rebellion.
Its Leopoldville delegate went in January to the Ndolo, Makala and Luzumu 
prisons near the capital, where he distributed relief supplies, particularly 
blankets, to the detainees. The ICRC delegation, in March, again visited 
the Ndolo prison where a group of Angolans were held as well as soldiers 
and civilians who took part in the rebellion. The delegation, in co-operation 
with the Red Cross of the Congo, organized weekly food distributions to 
these prisoners from Angola. It also intervened with the authorities to 
bring about an improvement in general conditions of detention.

In April, the ICRC carried out similar missions at the central 
prison in Stanleyville, where 747 detainees, most of them political, were 
being held; the delegation then did likewise at the Paulis prison where there 
were 133 detainees.

Mention should also be made of the ICRC's intervention at the 
request of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the 
USSR in favour of a Soviet press correspondent arrested by the Congolese 
authorities in Leopoldville. The ICRC delegation visited him and arranged 
for him to receive medical treatment; he has since left the Congo.
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Southern Rhodesia

In May and June the ICRC carried out a series of visits to 
persons held for political reasons in detention centres and internment 
campsin Southern Rhodesia. After contacting the local Red Cross and 
various officials in Salisbury, particularly the Minister of Justice, the 
ICRC delegate went to the Marandellas prison and also to the Gatooma 
prison for women, where 157 women were detained as political prisoners 
after being sentenced to detention for from one to two years. They had 
been transferred to Gatooma after a state of emergency had been declared 
and the Marandellas prison was overcrowded. The ICRC delegate interviewed 
several women without witnesses. He also visited two prisons at Gwelo.

Two other detention centres visited were the Wha Wha camp, 
where some 70 people were under open arrest, and the Gonakudzingwa 
centre with over 500 inmates. The ICRC delegate concerned himself with 
the plight of the families of these persons who were deprived of their 
liberty and he discussed the problem with government officials.

General Missions

Throughout the African continent the ICRC has endeavoured 
to strengthen its connections with governments and Red Cross Societies, 
as well as with the press and radio. To this end, its delegate general in 
Africa, Mr. Georges Hoffmann, has pursued his public relations mission.

Since the beginning of this year, he has visited the Ivory Coast, 
Senegal, Gambia, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria and 
Portuguese Guinea. He had numerous discussions with government and 
National Red Cross Society representatives. One of his main functions was 
to bring home to them the importance of the Geneva Conventions and their 
dissemination among the armed forces and the public at large.

Miss Anny Pfirter, Head of the ICRC Medical Personnel 
Section, was on special mission from February to May in Ghana, Togo, 
Dahomey, Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Upper Volta, Liberia, Sierra Leone, 
Senegal, Guinea, Gambia and Mali. In six of these countries she was 
accompanied by Miss Y. Hentsch, Director of the League Nursing Bureau.

Miss Pfirter received a hearty welcome wherever she went 
and, in co-operation with the National Red Cross Societies, studied the 
possibility of organizing voluntary nursing services in each country. She 
visited many establishments where the Red Cross was active, such as 
hospitals, infirmaries, nursing schools, nurseries, orphans homes and 
maternity and child welfare centres. She witnessed first-aid demonstrations 
and attended Junior Red Cross meetings. From her discussions with the 
leading members of the National Societies and with officials, she observed 
that the training of nurses is one of the major problems confronting the 
new African States.
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In addition, Miss Pfirter, Mr. Hoffmann and Mr. Laurent 
Marti, assistant executive director, represented the ICRC at the Seminar 
organized by the League in Abidjan (Ivory Coast) for National Red Cross 
Societies in West Africa. They described to participants the ICRC's rôle 
in the event of conflict and they stressed the necessity of knov/ing and 
applying the provisions of the Geneva Conventions.

LATIN AMERICA

Santo Domingo

Immediately on the outbreak of military operations in the 
Dominican Republic, the ICRC informed the National Red Cross that it was 
ready to assist it to aid the victims of this civil war. This offer being 
accepted, Mr. Pierre Jequier, Delegate General for Latin America, 
immediately went to Santo Domingo. He was welcomed by the officials of 
the Dominican Red Cross and he contacted the leaders in both camps,
General Imbert and Colonel Caamano, who assured him that the Geneva 
Conventions would be applied.

Hostilities continued to take their heavy toll of victims, 
however. The wounded were left unattended and the streets were strewn 
with corpses. Accompanied by Dr. Fernandez Martinez, President of the 
Dominican Red Cross, the ICRC representative again approached the 
belligerents to insist upon a truce being concluded in order to enable 
the wounded and the dead to be collected. These efforts, backed up by the 
United Nations and the Organization of American States, achieved success 
on May 21 and the truce concluded for 24 hours was respected by both 
sides. The Red Cross arguments had prevailed. The negotiated truce 
came to an end but hostilities have not been resumed in Santo Domingo, 
apart from sporadic firing.

The ICRC was nevertheless faced with a heavy task. That is 
why it sent out an assistant delegate to help Mr. Jequier.

The ICRC representatives visited most of the detention 
centres on both sides. They made numerous petitions to the responsible 
authorities in order to obtain various improvements in detention conditions. 
Upon their return to the same detention centres some time later, the 
delegates observed that both Colonel Caamano,s"Constitutionalist Government" 
and General Imbert's "National Reconstruction Government" had in general 
given effect to their recommendations and that the detainees' conditions 
were notably improved.

It should also be mentioned that during the events in Santo 
Domingo certain facts came to their attention which impelled the ICRC 
delegates to warn the population against misuse of the red cross sign. At

t



their request, the national radio network broadcast warnings that such 
misuse would be subject to severe penalties.

Brazil

In 196 5 the ICRC continued its efforts in favour of nine Chinese 
nationals interned in Brazil since the overthrow of the regime in April 1964. 
This intervention was in response to a request from the Chinese Red Cross 
in Peking. As a result of negotiations carried out in Rio de Janeiro by the 
ICRC delegates, the Brazilian authorities issued entry visas to the wives 
of four of the Chinese internees. They were accompanied by a representa
tive of the Chinese Red Cross and an interpreter. Three other Chinese 
wives had, already the previous year, after negotiations by the ICRC, been 
allowed to visit their husbands detained in Brazil. In addition, the ICRC 
delegate was able to arrange for the internees to receive parcels from 
China.

The nine Chinese nationals were finally allowed to leave Brazil 
on April 17, in the presence of the ICRC delegate who had intervened so 
assiduously to achieve this solution. The nine Chinese nationals passed 
through Geneva on their way back to China.

EUROPE

Poland

An ICRC mission went at the beginning of this year to Poland 
where it examined a further group of 6 9 people who had been victims of 
pseudo-medical experiments in German concentration camps during the 
Second World War. The two ICRC representatives, one of whom was a doctor, 
co-operated with the Polish Red Cross in carrying out inquiries involving 
interviews with each of the victims and with the Polish doctors who had 
treated them. The delegates then drew up proposals for submission to the 
neutral Commission of Experts responsible for deciding the amount of 
indemnity to be paid to each victim.

This Commission met in April at ICRC headquarters under the 
chairmanship of Professor Jean Graven, President of the Geneva Supreme 
Court of Appeal. After examining the files prepared by the Polish Red Cross 
and verified on the spot by the ICRC delegation, the Commission approved 
63 of the 69 cases submitted and requested further information in respect 
of the other six.
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Czechoslovakia

In January an ICRC delegate went to Prague where he had an 
interview with the Alliance of Czech Combatants against Fascism. This 
Alliance is responsible for registration of Czech nationals who were 
victims of pseudo-medical experiments in German concentration camps 
during the Second World War. The Government of the Federal Republic 
of Germany had informed the ICRC in 1961 that it desired to grant, through 
the intermediary of the ICRC, financial aid to Czech/ationals who had 
been subjected to such experiments, in the same way as it had awarded 
compensation to Hungarian and Polish victims.

Federal Republic of Germany

In June, an ICRC delegate went to the Federal Republic of 
Germany where he had discussions with various officials of the German 
Red Cross. In particular, he studied the family regrouping problem 
arising from certain requests from Rumania, Poland and the Democratic 
Republic of Germany.

In the Federal Republic of Germany the delegate visited eight 
detention centres where there were prisoners who had been sentenced for 
having broken certain laws for political reasons or were being held on a 

charge of having done so. He was able to interview eighteen of them 
without witnesses.

Central Tracing Agency

* The activity of the Central Tracing Agency, previously called
the Central Prisoners of War Agency, was still intense although the 
volume of mail had declined somewhat in comparison with the corresponding 

1 months of 1964. It continued to co-operate actively with the Tracing
Services of National Red Cross Societies, particularly with the Alliance 
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR and the National 
Societies of other countries of Eastern Europe. This co-operation gave 
positive results in many cases.

Special tasks arose for the Agency, particularly during the 
events in the Congo and the Dominican Republic when it had to undertake 
research and investigation in respect of persons reported missing.

International Tracing Service

At the beginning of the year, the States concerned and the 
ICRC agreed upon a further extension of the agreement pursuant to which, 
since 1955, the International Tracing Service (ITS) has been managed by 
the ICRC. The ITS in Arolsen (Federal Republic of Germany) was



established at the end of the Second World War. It is still the most copious 
source of information on the fate of persons displaced, deported and 
reported missing during the war, in Germany and countries formerly 
occupied by the German army.

II. GENERAL ACTIVITIES

During the first six months of 196 5, much of the General 
Affairs Division's activity involved preparation for the XXth International 
Conference of the Red Cross, which is to be held in Vienna, from October 
2 - 9 .  In this connection it has drawn up some twenty reports concerning 
those items on the Conference agenda which are of direct interest to the 
ICRC. Altogether, these reports cover over 600 pages.

The Geneva Conventions

Three States became parties to the four 1949 Geneva 
Conventions in the first half of the year : Gabon (February 26 - declaration 
of continuity), Canada (May 14 - ratification), Mali (May 24 - accession). 
Thus, by June 30, 196 5, 106 States were explicitly bound by these 
humanitarian treaties. In addition, the ICRC considers that newly 
independent States - even if they have not given notification to that effect 
by a declaration of continuity and unless they have explicitly repudiated 
the Conventions - are implicitly bound by the participation of the States to 
which they succeeded. This is the situation so far as eleven States are 
concerned, namely Burundi, Central African Republic, Gambia, Congo- 
Brazzaville,Guinea, Kenya, Malawi, Malta, Sierra Leone, Chad and 
Zambia. The total number of States bound by the Geneva Conventions may 
therefore be considered to be 117.

The ICRC has continued its activities for the purpose of 
disseminating as widely as possible among armed forces and the public 
at large a knowledge of the Geneva Conventions. In this field it assists 
States which, by signing the Conventions, undertook to see to it that 
teaching on this subject was carried out on their territories; it is therefore 
on these States that responsibility for dissemination lies. For that purpose 
the ICRC has disseminated in many countries copies and summaries of 
the Geneva Convention as well as commentaries thereon. It has had an 
abridged version of the principles of the main provisions of these 
Conventions published in four languages.

In addition, the ICRC has produced another series of colour 
slides, with appropriate commentaries, illustrating the main provisions 
of the Geneva Conventions. These transparencies, which reproduce 
drawings by a well known artist, Ed. Elzingre, immediately met with 
interest.

i

*
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We would also mention that the ICRC helped to organize an 
introductory course on the Geneva Conventions for Swiss army officers.
The participants, some fifty officers, were given lectures by members 
of the ICRC and became acquainted with the institution's activities in 
time of war.

The cause of the Geneva Conventions also found support in the 
nursing world. The Xlllth Quadrennial Congress of the International 
Council of Nurses, meeting last June in Frankfurt-on-Main, voted 
unanimously in favour of the following clause's inclusion in the "internation
al Code of Nursing Ethics" : "it is important for all nurses to know the 
Red Cross principles and their rights and obligations under the Geneva 
Conventions of 1949". Through its representative to the Congress, the 
ICRC, guardian of the Red Cross principles and promoter of the Geneva 
Conventions, received messages of goodwill from the participants.

In April, Mr. J. Pictet, ICRC Director for General Affairs, 
gave his inaugural lecture at Geneva University which had just created 
the first Chair in international humanitarian law. This innovation gave 
Mr. Pictet, who has been with our institution since 1937 and is known for 
numerous publications on Red Cross doctrine and the Geneva Conventions, 
a further opportunity to go thoroughly into these humanitarian treaties 
before a distinguished audience.

One of Mr. Pictet's papers, "Les Conventions de Genève,
Charte de la médecine aux armées" (The Geneva Conventions; a Charter 
for the army medical services) was presented in June by Mr. R.-J. 
Wilhelm, Adviser in the Legal Department, to the Illrd International 
Advanced Course for Junior Military Surgeons, which took place in 
Madrid from May 31 to June 10, under the direction of Brig. Colonel 
H. Meuli, member of the ICRC. One purpose of this meeting .was to 
inculcate into young army medical officers who came from 26 countries, 
the principles of the humanitarian Conventions and of medical neutrality 
during armed conflicts.

Relations with other Red Cross Institutions

The ICRC and the League of Red Cross Societies agreed to set 
up a "Joint Working Group on the Structure and Activities of National 
Societies".

Each institution's scope in this field is laid down in article VI 
(2) and (3) of the statutes of the International Red Cross,articles 6-9 of 
the bye-laws of the League of Red Cross Societies and the Vth resolution 
of the Board of Governors' meeting in 1948.

This Working Group will examine the bye-laws, structure, 
organization and activities of all National Societies and formulate 
recommendations where necessary.
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Time not having permitted the presentation of a report on 
this subject to the XXth International Conference, this Working Group 
expects to submit the results of its investigations and conclusions to the 
XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross.

Shôken Fund

The Joint Commission responsible for the distribution of 
revenue from the Empress Shôken Fund met in Geneva on March 18, 1965. 
This Commission consists of representatives of the ICRC and the League, 
and one also from the Japanese Red Cross.

The Commission examined applications for allocations from 
the forty-fourth income distribution. In view of the inconvenience arising 
from the granting of allocations which are insufficient to finance definite 
projects, the Commission awarded to two Societies sums which were in 
general higher than amounts previously allocated. These were :
Sw. Fr. 10, 000 to the Red Cross of the Congo for the purchase of a 
jeep-ambulance and Sw. Fr. 12, 000 to the Syrian Red Crescent for the 
purchase of a vehicle for the collection of blood donations.

Florence Nightingale Medal

The special ICRC Commission which every two years awards 
Florence Nightingale medals to nurses and volunteer auxiliaries who have 
distinguished themselves by exceptional dedication, attributed this 
distinction to twenty-seven candidates nominated by fifteen National Red 
Cross Societies. The prize winners were : Head nurse Lucy Wise Macintosh 

A and Miss Mary Dorothy Edis (Australia); Mrs. Inès Yuraszek Cantin de
Schmidt (Chile); Mrs. Chung-Sun Kim and Mrs. Bo-Shin Lo (Republic of 
Korea); Mrs. Lilia de Vendeuvre (France); Mrs. Harald Folke, (Great 

i Britain); Miss Irène Komarik (Hungary); Lt.Col. F. St. Claire Watkins
(India); Miss Kikuyo Uchiyama, Miss Kyio Ushioda and Miss Kise Makita 
(Japan); Miss Muriel Jessie Jackson (New Zealand); Major Honorata P. 
Seraspi, Miss Basilia Hernando, Mrs. Maria M. Concepcion (Philippines); 
Mrs. Wadyslawa Steffen and Mrs. Luba Blem-Bielicka (Poland); Head nurse 
Gertrud Baltzer, Sister Irena von Scheel (Federal Republic of Germany); 
Mrs. Anna Knapcokova (Czechoslovakia); Miss Victoria M. Freeman 
(South African Republic); Miss Maria Dmitrievna Serdiouk, Mrs. Faina 
Khoussai’novna Tchanycheva, Mrs. Z. Mikhailovna Toussnolobova- 
Martchenko, Mrs. Savelievna Chkarletova and Miss Agnia Ivanovna 
Khablova (USSR).
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Relations with other International Institutions

The ICRC has maintained close connection with several 
international institutions, including the United Nations and its Specialized 
Agencies, particularly those whose mission is humanitarian. Consequently 
it was in frequent contact with the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees and with the World Health Organization.

On the occasion of the XXth anniversary of the end of the 
Second W’orld War, the World Veterans' Federation, which held its general 
meeting in Lausanne, made a point of expressing its members' gratitude 
for the work accomplished by the ICRC on behalf of the victims of the two 

J world wars and other conflicts. In the course of an impressive ceremony
on May 3 at ICRC headquarters, in the presence of hundreds of veterans 
from more than fifty countries, Mr. W.Ch. J. M. van Lanschot, President 
of the WVF, presented a bronze plate "as a token of gratitude" from the 
members of the Federation.

News Service

The Press and Information Department maintained its close- 
touch with world public opinion, particularly through its bulletin "Topical 
Red Cross News",which is published in four languages. It has also 
disseminated in the most widely varied regions of the world a great number 
of other publications on the ICRC, the Red Cross in general and the Geneva 
Conventions.

The ICRC has reorganized its radio and television activities 
i in order to improve them in quantity and quality. It has already provided

National Societies with a number of tape recordings which the Societies 
have had broadcast in their respective countries.
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