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EXTRACT FROM THE STATUTES OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

(Agreed and amended on September 25, 1952)

Art. 1.— The International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC), founded in Geneva in 1863 and formally 
recognized in the Geneva Conventions and by International 
Conferences of the Red Cross, shall be an independent 
organization having its own Statutes.

It shall be a constituent part of the International Red 
Cross.1

Art. 2. — As an association governed by Article 60 and 
following of the Swiss Civil Code, the ICRC shall have 
legal personality.

Art. 3. — The headquarters of the ICRC shall be in 
Geneva.

Its emblem shall be a red cross on a white ground. Its 
motto shall be “ Inter arma caritas

Art. 4. — The special role of the ICRC shall be :

(a) to maintain the fundamental and permanent principles 
of the Red Cross, namely: impartiality, action inde
pendent of any racial, political, religious or economic 
considerations, the universality of the Red Cross and 
the equality of the National Red Cross Societies;

(b) to recognize any newly established or reconstituted 
National Red Cross Society which fulfils the conditions 
for recognition in force, and to notify other National 
Societies of such recognition;

(c) to undertake the tasks incumbent on it under the 
Geneva Conventions, to work for the faithful applica
tion of these Conventions and to take cognizance of

any complaints regarding alleged breaches of the 
humanitanian Conventions;

(d) to take action in its capacity as a neutral institution, 
especially in case of war, civil war or internal strife; 
to endeavour to ensure at all times that the military 
and civilian victims of such conflicts and of their 
direct results receive protection and assistance, and to 
serve, in humanitarian matters, as an intermediary 
between the parties;

(e) to contribute, in view of such conflicts, to the prepara
tion and development of medical personnel and medi
cal equipment, in co-operation with the Red Cross 
organizations, the medical services of the armed forces, 
and other competent authorities;

(f)  to work for the continual improvement of humanita
rian international law and for the better understanding 
and diffusion of the Geneva Conventions and to pre
pare for their possible extension;

(g) to accept the mandates entrusted to it by the Inter
national Conferences of the Red Cross.

The ICRC may also take any humanitarian initiative 
which comes within its role as a specifically neutral and 
independent institution and consider any questions requir
ing examination by such an institution.

Art. 6 (first paragraph). — The ICRC shall co-opt its 
members from among Swiss citizens. The number of 
members may not exceed twenty-five.

Printed in Switzerland

This report is published in French, English and Spanish



List o f Members of the ICRC and the Directorate at the end of 1964

Samuel Gonard, former Colonel commanding an 
army corps, professor at the Graduate Institute of 
International Studies in Geneva, President (member 
since 1961).

Jacques Chenevière, Doctor of Literature, Honorary 
Vice-President (1919).

Carl J. Burckhardt, Doctor of Philosophy, former 
Swiss Minister to France (1933).

Martin Bodmer, Doctor of Philosophy, Vice-President 
(1940).

Léopold Boissier, Doctor of Laws, Honorary Pro
fessor at the University of Geneva, former Secretary- 
General to the Inter-Parlementary Union (1946).

Paul Ruegger, former Swiss Minister to Italy and the 
United Kingdom, Member of the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration (1948).

Rodolpho Olgiatti, Hon. Doctor of Medicine, 
former Director of the Don Suisse (1949).

Marguerite van Berchem, former Head of Section, 
Central Prisoners of War Agency (1951).

Frédéric Siordet, Lawyer, Counsellor of the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross from 1943 
to 1951 (1951).

Guillaume Bordier, Certified Engineer E.P.F., 
M.B.A. Harvard, Banker (1955).

Adolphe Franceschetji, Doctor of Medicine, Pro
fessor of Clinical Ophthalmology at Geneva Uni
versity (1958).

H ans Bachmann, Doctor of Laws, Assistant Secre
tary-General of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross from 1944 to 1946, Vice-President (1958).

Jacques Freymond, Doctor of Literature, Director of 
the Graduate Institute of International Studies, 
Professor at the University of Geneva (1959).

D ietrich Schindler, Doctor of Laws, Professor at 
the University of Zurich (1961).

Hans Meuli, Doctor of Medicine, Brigade Colonel, 
former Director of the Swiss Army Medical Service 
(1961).

M arjorie Duvillard, Directress of « Le Bon Secours » 
Nursing School (1961).

M ax Petitpierre, Doctor of Laws ; former President 
of the Swiss Confederation (1961).

Honorary M embers:

Miss Lucie Odier, Honorary Vice-President',
Messrs. Frédéric Barbey and Paul Carry, Miss 
Suzanne F errière, Messrs. Edouard de Haller, 
Paul Logoz, Alfredo Vannotti, Adolphe 
Vischer.

D irectorate:

R oger Gallopin, Doctor of Laws, Executive Director. 
Jean Pictet, Doctor of Laws, Director for General 

Affairs.
Claude Pilloud, Deputy Director for General Affairs.

International Committee of the Red Cross, 7, avenue de la Paix, Geneva.
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SUM M ARY REPORT O N THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ICRC FROM  1956 TO 19641

INTRODUCTION

This Report covers the activities of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross from October 31st, 1956 
to December 31st, 1964 and follows the Summary 
Report presented to the last International Conference 
of the Red Cross (New Delhi 1957). To a great extent, 
it reiterates and completes the text already published 
for the Centenary Congress of the International Red 
Cross (Geneva 1963) which covered activities up till 
December 31st, 1962.

It must be noted that this publication is only a 
summary of the annual Reports for the years 1957 
to 1964, which are essential to it as a complement. 
They should be referred to for more details.

The following pages deal with a period of over eight 
years, crowded with dramatic incidents. In the midst 
of numerous conflicts, troubles and crises, the ICRC 
as in the past tried to assist as many victims as possible. 
These events confirmed the importance of the tasks 
assigned to it as a neutral organization and proved 
the effectiveness of the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

The ICRC’s activities have spread to nearly all the 
countries of the world. Its interventions have greatly 
varied and have often been undertaken in difficult 
circumstances. In such a summary Report, it is 
impossible to give a clear picture of how it triumphed 
over these obstacles.

During these eight years, a tremendous task was 
undertaken at the ICRC headquarters by the Central 
Tracing Agency and the Division for General Affairs, 
which has many functions, especially in the field of 
law and doctrine. This brochure gives only a very 
rough sketch of this particular work and of field 
activities. Its aim is to provide a few landmarks for the 
reader in order to show how the founder organisation 
of the Red Cross has exercised a good influence in the 
present-day world of antagonisms.

PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES

In 1956 the world situation appeared relatively calm, 
in spite of the Algerian conflict in which the ICRC 
actively intervened. The Committee therefore thought 
that it could ease the strain on its administration and 
reduce its personnel. It was then that the Suez and the 
Hungarian crises occurred simultaneously.

Suez conflict

This was the first conflict in which the new Geneva 
Conventions of 1949 were fully applied. The ICRC had 
to ensure their respect by the belligerents and to assume 
the functions which these texts assigned to it in case 
of international war. It carried out useful activities on 
behalf of prisoners of war, the wounded and civilians, 
especially at Port Said, where considerable stocks of 
drugs and clothing were distributed, in collaboration 
with the Egyptian Red Crescent. Under the ICRC’s 
protection, relief trains were authorized to enter the 
town which was still occupied by Anglo-French forces 
and leave with the wounded and sick. In Egypt, the 
Committee’s delegates assisted interned and stateless 
persons, whilst on the Israeli side, they visited prisoners 
of war and saw to the application of the Fourth Con
vention protecting civilians in occupied territory.

Hungary

During the events in Hungary, already briefly 
mentioned in its previous Summary Report, the ICRC 
engaged in intense activity on behalf of the stricken 
population. It organized an air lift comprising in 
particular 90 tons of blood plasma, bandages, drugs, 
food and blankets. Owing to the generosity of the 
National Red Cross Societies, the ICRC was able 
to send further consignments of relief supplies trans
ported by lorries, rail or waterways. By an agreement 
made with the Budapest authorities, only the ICRC 
was authorized to make distributions on Hungarian 
soil. Its columns of lorries were thus able to cross the 
frontier, closed to all other convoys. In Budapest 
itself, the delegates of the ICRC saw to the fair dis
tribution of the relief supplies, whilst in Austria other 
institutions, such as the League of Red Cross Societies, 
dealt with the reception of refugees. The ICRC delega
tion took a census of these refugees and thus filled 
millions of very important cards. This activity of the 
ICRC in Hungary was continued over the greater part 
of 1957. It enabled the distribution of relief amounting 
to 85 million Swiss francs.

In addition to actions which it pursued in various 
regions of the world, in 1958 the ICRC had to intervene 
in two other internal conflicts: in the Lebanon and 
in Cuba.

1 For reasons of brevity, the International Committee of the Red Cross will be indicated by the initials ICRC. In the same way, 
the expression “National Societies” covers the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies.
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Lebanon

During the disturbances which caused much blood
shed in this country, the ICRC at first attempted to 
obtain the respect of the humanitarian clauses con
tained in Article 3 of the Conventions. In close 
cooperation with the Lebanese Red Cross, the dele
gates of Geneva distributed considerable relief supplies 
consisting of drugs and food.

Cuba

In 1958 the ICRC intervened in Cuba in response to 
an appeal made by Fidel Castro, requesting help in 
the evacuation of sick and wounded prisoners held by 
him in the Sierra Maestra. The ICRC hastily sent 
delegates to the spot who, in two operations, organized 
the evacuation of a total number of 423 prisoners and 
distributed emergency first-aid drugs to the rebel forces. 
After the fall of the Batista government, the ICRC was 
able to continue its activity for several months by 
assisting persons deprived of their freedom as a 
result of the change of regime. However, as from the 
middle of 1959, the ICRC was unable to obtain any 
further authorization to carry out its humanitarian 
activity in the Island. In November 1962, at the time 
of the Cuban conflict, the ICRC was requested to in
spect ships bound for the island. Although this task 
was outside the scope of its normal ativities, it felt 
that it could not refuse since world peace was at stake 
and the possibility of a nuclear war threatened to de
stroy the organisation of the Red Cross itself and the 
procedure of the Geneva Conventions. However, it 
agreed to intervene on condition that all the parties 
concerned gave their assent. In the meantime, the situa
tion had improved before the ICRC had to intervene 
in practice.

Indonesia

From the beginning of 1958, the ICRC had to carry 
out various tasks in Indonesia. First of all it had to 
assist the departure of Dutch nationals who had been 
obliged to leave the country. Then it distributed relief 
supplies, especially drugs (two tons) to victims of the 
hostilities which had broken out in Sumatra and the 
Celebes. Later, the ICRC was successful in its negotia
tions with the Djakarta authorities and the Indonesian 
Red Cross, and enabled Dutch subjects who had 
remained on the spot to continue to receive pensions 
and allowances paid by the Netherlands.

Laos

The renewed outbreak of hostilities in Laos in 1959 
obliged the ICRC to intervene by attempting to bring 
its protection and aid to prisoners, refugees and the 
wounded. The somewhat limited action which it

was able to carry out in areas held by the Pathet Lao 
was considerably extended during 1961. Through 
contributions from National Red Cross Societies, from 
several governments and from its own relief fund, the 
ICRC made large distributions in various regions in 
which there were displaced persons, and its doctor- 
delegate distributed drugs to the hospitals. In 1962 
it was especially concerned with refugees who, having 
come from danger areas, had settled in the Mekong 
valley. In 1964, when fighting broke out again, the 
ICRC launched a new campaign for the benefit of 
victims. Thanks to an appeal made by the League to 
National Societies, it was able to obtain large quantities 
of relief supplies which its delegate distributed to 
hospitals as well as to reception centres for displaced 
persons.

Japan

In 1959 at the request of the Japanese Red Cross, 
the ICRC agreed to help in the repatriation of Koreans 
resident in Japan. This was a relatively new task for 
it and consisted in helping this National Society to 
supervise the different phases of the repatriation 
operations until the time of embarkation, in order to 
ensure that humanitarian standards were respected. 
The presence of the Committee’s delegates provided 
the guarantee that no one embarked against his will. 
By the end of 1962, more than 82,000 Koreans, out of 
600,000 resident in Japan, had thus left for the Demo
cratic People’s Republic of Korea.

Congo

The ICRC played a particularly important role when 
disturbances broke out in 1960, after the granting of 
independence to the ex-Belgian Congo. Delegates who 
were immediately despatched to the spot, established 
neutral zones around the hospitals, sent ambulance 
columns into several regions, organized the evacuation 
of civilians and military, and ensured the distribution 
of milk and other products to the needy population 
of various provinces, as well as to large numbers of 
refugees.

The delegates of the ICRC set up a service for tracing 
missing persons. They paid numerous visits to political 
and military detainees in the different provinces, 
especially in Katanga, and often successfully intervened 
for the release or exchange of prisoners.

However, the most extensive action of the Red 
Cross in the Congo was its medical work, thanks to 
which the hospitals in the principal localities were 
able to continue assisting the population. When several 
of these hospitals suddenly found themselves without 
doctors, the ICRC and the League of Red Cross 
Societies, at the request of the UN, launched an 
appeal from Geneva to the different National Societies. 
One hundred doctors in all, male nurses and nurses, 
assigned by the ICRC to the different regions in the 
Congo, took part in this action which enabled very
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large sections of the Congolese population to benefit 
from the medical care which they would have otherwise 
lacked.

Since that time the ICRC intervened in the Congo 
whenever there was a new crisis. First there was the 
Katanga conflict, during which its delegates succoured 
many victims, especially prisoners, and negotiated their 
release. Later, they continued to visit prisoners in 
different parts of the Congo.

During 1964, after the recrudescence of hostilities, 
the ICRC strengthened its delegation and immediately 
sent a special aircraft to Stanleyville carrying medical 
supplies. This aircraft enabled the Red Cross to 
carry out various humanitarian activities, particularly 
by participating in the evacuation of foreigners 
residing in Stanleyville.

Nepal

In 1960 the ICRC took action on behalf of Tibetan 
refugees in Nepal, whose numbers have been esti
mated at 22,000. At the request of the Government 
at Katmandu, the International Committee first of 
all distributed food and clothing to the refugees, 
even in the remotest valleys of Nepal, thanks to 
two aircraft specially adapted for high mountain 
conditions. But its chief aim was to make the refugees 
self-sufficient, and it therefore established a handicraft 
training centre in Katmandu where several hundred 
Tibetans have found shelter and work. Similarly, with 
the support of the Nepalese authorities and the coop
eration of a team of Swiss technicians, doctors, 
engineers, agricultural experts and foremen, it helped 
some 700 refugees to settle in sparsely populated 
areas. The ICRC pursued its activities until the end of 
May 1963 when other humanitarian institutions took 
over.

Tunisia

During the Bizerta conflict (summer 1961), the 
ICRC had to carry out its specific tasks on behalf of 
victims, the wounded, prisoners and internees. First 
of all, it immediately sent 400 flasks of blood and 
albumin plasma. Then, a delegate went to the spot to 
ensure the application of measures laid down by the 
Geneva Conventions in such cases: evacuation of 
the wounded and burial of the dead, respect for the 
emblems of the red cross and the red crescent, free 
passage for ambulances, visits to prisoners and 
internees detained on both sides. Finally, these pri
soners were exchanged and released as a result of an 
agreement concluded under the auspices of the ICRC 
acting in its capacity of neutral intermediary.

Indo-Portuguese conflict

The Indo-Portuguese conflict which broke out as a 
result of the occupation of Goa, provided another 
opportunity for the ICRC to carry out its special

tasks. A few days after the arrival of Indian troops in 
the Portuguese enclave, a delegate from Geneva 
went there and visited the prisoners. This visit was 
repeated several weeks later. The ICRC was also able 
to visit Indian citizens interned in Portugal, Mozam
bique and Macao.

New Guinea

After the naval engagement between Indonesian and 
Dutch forces in New Guinea waters on January 15, 
1962, the ICRC sent a delegate to visit prisoners taken 
by the Dutch. The delegate was instructed at the same 
time to organize the repatriation of these prisoners 
in accordance with arrangements made by the Secre
tary-General of the UN. This operation was satis
factorily carried out.

Algeria

As regards the events in Algeria, throughout the 
period covered by this Report, the ICRC undertook a 
task which was always extremely delicate. Between 
February 1955 and the end of 1961, the Committee 
sent ten missions to visit prisons and detention camps 
on Algerian territory. These visits, in which a doctor- 
delegate often took part, not only gave moral and 
material comfort to the detainees but, thanks to 
observations, suggestions and reports handed to the 
detaining authorities, they resulted in a considerable 
improvement of the conditions in prisons and camps. 
A similar activity was also carried out in France 
where most of the prisons and internment camps for 
Algerians, and even those for activists, were periodi
cally visited by delegates.

At the same time, the ICRC took many steps in 
favour of French prisoners in the hands of the ALN. 
It obtained the release of some fifty prisoners.

The ICRC also intervened on behalf of populations, 
suffering from the events. It first of all organized large- 
scale relief actions on behalf of Algerian refugees in 
Tunisia and Morocco, until this activity was taken 
over by the League of Red Cross Societies and the 
Red Crescents of Morocco and Tunisia. Then it sent 
food and medicine to populations regrouped in the 
interior of Algeria. Thanks to donations offered mostly 
by the Swiss Confederation, it despatched relief 
supplies for these populations amounting to about 
2,145,000 Swiss francs.

During the serious troubles resulting from the 
implementation of the Evian Agreements, the ICRC 
organized an emergency medical action in the big 
towns of Algeria to which it sent several doctors. It 
also distributed food and medical supplies.

The total value of relief supplies distributed by the 
ICRC to the victims of the Algerian conflict amounted 
to 5,755,000 Swiss francs.

After the restoring of peace, the ICRC continued to 
carry out some humanitarian tasks in view of the 
conditions resulting from the conflict. Thus, with the
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consent of the Algerian Government, it undertook to 
trace missing persons and to visit former “ harkis ” 
attached to the French army and detained in camps 
and prisons. Moreover it managed to have some of 
them released.

Morocco

As a result of the frontier conflict between Morocco 
and Algeria, in autumn 1963, the ICRC assisted 
detainees on both sides, in conformity with the 
Geneva Conventions. On several occasions, its dele
gates visited these prisoners, handed them their mail 
and, lastly, cooperated in their exchange and release.

Brazil

At the request of the People’s Republic of China, 
the ICRC gave heed to the plight of nine Chinese trade 
delegates who were in Brazil and were taken prisoner 
when the regime changed, in spring 1964. The ICRC 
also intervened to enable their wives to come from 
Peking to Rio de Janeiro to visit them.

Cyprus

From 1956 to 1959, the ICRC assisted persons 
detained in camps as a result of the events. At the end 
of 1963, the conflict between the Greek and the 
Turkish communities of the island degenerated into 
violence and the ICRC had to intervene once again. 
During the whole of 1964, the delegates worked for 
the benefit of the victims, tracing missing persons, 
visiting prisoners, many of whom they managed to 
have released, and distributing relief supplies to 
displaced persons and those deprived of all resources.

Sino-Indian Countries

After the outbreak of the conflict between China and 
India in the autumn of 1962, the ICRC was authorized 
by the Government of New Delhi to visit Chinese 
nationals interned on Indian territory. It also came 
to the help of civilians who had left the zones of 
operation and had taken refuge in the Indian province 
of Assam. However, it was not authorized to visit 
Indian prisoners of war in Chinese hands.

Yemen

As a result of the civil war which broke out in Yemen 
in the autumn of 1962, the ICRC had to undertake 
one of the most arduous and adventurous tasks it had 
carried out for a long time. First of all, its delegates

tried to establish the respect of humanitarian rules 
and of the main provisions of the Geneva Conventions 
in the two camps. They visited the military and poli
tical prisoners on both sides and obtained the release 
of a considerable number of them. They distributed 
medical and food supplies to other victims, especially 
to war orphans living in Sanaa, the capital of the Arab 
Republic of Yemen.

The ICRC carried out particularly important 
activities on the Royalist side, which had formerly 
not had a single doctor for looking after the sick and 
wounded. The ICRC, therefore, set up a field hospital 
at Uqhd, near the Saudi frontier, where it brought the 
most modern equipment and was thereby able to 
undertake hundreds of complicated surgical operations. 
Several medical teams started out from this base 
heading for the interior of Yemen to give first-aid 
assistance to the combatants and civilians suffering as a 
result of the hostilities. By the end of 1964, 14,500 
persons in all had benefited from the ICRC’s medical 
action in Yemen.

Other Conflicts

The ICRC also carried out its relief work in less 
important conflicts and disturbances amongst which 
mention should be made of the disorders in the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland (1959) and 
the abortive revolution in Nicaragua (1959). It visited 
prisoners and political internees in various countries, 
particularly in Greece (1956-1961), Kenya (1957-1959) 
and Zanzibar (1964).

Compensation to Former Prisoners of War

Attention should also be drawn to several other 
practical tasks undertaken by the ICRC, which were 
not directly connected with the events but with the 
aftermath of the Second World War.

In this connexion, mention must first be made of the 
important mission entrusted to the ICRC by virtue of 
Article 16 of the Peace Treaty with Japan. This article 
stipulated that an amount drawn on Japanese funds 
would be distributed to former prisoners of war in 
Japanese hands, in order to compensate for the hard
ships they endured during captivity. The signatories 
of the treaty asked the ICRC to organize the allocation 
of this amount which reached a figure of 65 million 
Swiss francs. The ICRC therefore approached all the 
countries concerned, asking them to draw up complete 
lists of beneficiaries. In 1956 these lists were sent to 
Geneva, but, because of the destruction of archives 
during the war, delays occurred, chiefly in the Philip
pines, where it was necessary to resort to making 
public appeals. Payments were begun in 1957. How
ever, it was not possible to make all payments before 
solving various problems which arose in other coun
tries besides the Philippi es.
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Reuniting of families

The ICRC took the initiative to reunite families 
and, with the close collaboration of National Red 
Cross Societies of the countries concerned, it has 
pursued its activities in this field (in accordance with 
Resolutions No. XX of the International Conferences 
of the Red Cross in Toronto and New Delhi). Thanks 
to the understanding of the Governments concerned, 
from 1950 to the end of 1954, approximately 250,000 
people were granted all the necessary authorizations 
to cross frontiers which had formerly been closed to 
them. By the end of 1964, the number of beneficiaries 
had risen to about 500,000. These activities mostly 
concerned Europe and especially Germany, but they 
were also carried out on three other continents.

Family Visits to Berlin

The ICRC presented humanitarian arguments to 
both sides, so that half a million persons might be 
authorized to visit the members of their family whom 
they had not been able to see as a result of the building 
of the Berlin Wall in autumn 1961.

Assistance to victims of pseudo-medical experiments

In Europe, the ICRC accepted to act as intermediary 
in the distribution of financial assistance offered by 
the Bonn authorities to victims of pseudo-medical 
experiments practised in German concentration camps 
under the Nazi regime. This offer concerned surviving 
victims at present residing in countries with which the 
German Federal Government does not maintain diplo
matic relations, namely and above all, Poland and 
Hungary. In order to draw up the list of beneficiaries 
and to determine the amount of financial assistance 
to be allocated to them, the ICRC sent missions 
consisting of doctor-delegates, who examined each 
case on the spot. The files were then submitted to 
a commission of neutral experts who set forth their 
views on the validity of claims. By the end of 1964, 
the ICRC had sent allocations to 408 persons in Poland 
and Hungary.

A similar procedure is being prepared for Czecho
slovakia.

Central Tracing Agency

The ICRC carries out one of its most important 
practical tasks through its Central Tracing Agency. 
This vast information office deals with a continuous 
flow of enquiries. Nineteen years after the end of the 
World War, the Agency was receiving from 4,000 to 
4,500 requests for information each month. Most of 
these enquiries are still connected with the last World 
War, but others refer to more recent conflicts. There 
are still some enquiries which require looking up in the

card-index of the First World War. Generally speaking 
requests for information are becoming more complex. 
They frequently entail re-establishing contact between 
members of the same family separated from each 
other in East and West Europe. The Agency has 
classified several tens of millions of cards.

M ail Statistics from  1956 to  th e  E nd  
of N ovember 1964

Y e a r A rr iv a l D e p a r tu r e E n q u ir ie s
o p e n e d

1956...................... 90,872 88,146 19,432
1957...................... 185,004 187,429 33,112
1958...................... 113,036 113,928 35,482
1959...................... 94,294 87,200 18,243
1960...................... 74,341 71,984 25,312
1961...................... 71,255 66,348 20,525
1962...................... 61,645 60,521 14,523
1963 ...................... 47,512 50,299 15,282
1964...................... 61,449 60,987 15,519

799,408 786,842 197,430

Positive tracing cases in 1964: 4,795.

International Tracing Service

The International Tracing Service at Arolsen (Ger
man Federal Republic) carries out an activity which is 
similar but related to former deported persons or 
those who were displaced or missing in Germany and 
in occupied territory during and after the war. The 
ICRC is responsible for administering the ITS by 
virtue of agreements signed at Bonn on June 6, 1955 
and renewed on May 12, 1960.

Medical Personnel Section

In collaboration with the Red Cross Societies, the 
medical personnel section tries to encourage the pre
paration and the development of medical personnel 
and equipment. To this end, it carries out many 
missions abroad and maintains contacts throughout 
the world.

War Disabled

It must be pointed out that since 1956, the ICRC 
has carried out important activities for the benefit 
of war disabled. It participated in the building of a 
factory for manufacturing artificial limbs, in Budapest, 
and sent braille equipment for the blind to Hungary; 
it provided machine-tools for workshops making 
artificial limbs in Sarajevo (Yugoslavia); it gave 
ophthalmic treatment to some fifty young Italians who
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were blind or suffered from eye diseases; in Morocco 
it fitted Algerian war disabled with artificial limbs, and 
sent crutches and invalid chairs; lastly, thanks to the 
ICRC both war disabled of Republican Yemen in 
Cairo, and war disabled of Royalist Yemen at the 
ICRC hospital of Uqhd were fitted with artificial limbs.

GENERAL ACTIVITIES

Moral and legal tasks

The ICRC, to which the statutes of the International 
Red Cross have assigned the role of “ maintaining the 
fundamental principles of the Red Cross ”, undertakes 
important theoretical, doctrinal and legal work. It is 
continually attempting to develop humanitarian law 
and to adapt it to new requirements in the world. It 
also seeks to propagate widely the knowledge of this 
law and of the humanitarian ideals of the Red Cross, 
especially in African and Asian countries which have 
recently acceded to independence. In this activity, it 
makes a point of showing that all peoples, no matter 
what civilization they belong to, can accept the idea 
of the Red Cross and the precepts of the Geneva 
Conventions without in any way denying their cultural 
heritage.

Recognition of National Societies

The recognition, by the ICRC, of new National 
Red Cross or Red Crescent Societies is a task of a re
lated nature. Since the end of the Second World 
War, there have been 44 official recognitions, each 
requiring careful examination.

Relations with the Red Cross World

The ICRC does its best to keep in close and friendly 
touch with the National Red Cross (Red Crescent, 
Red Lion and Sun) Societies and with their Federation, 
the League. It took an active part in the sessions of the 
Council of Delegates which met in Prague in 1961 
and in Geneva, in 1963, when the Centenary of the 
Red Cross was commemorated.

The Centenary celebrations, most of which were 
organised by the ICRC, enabled it to strengthen still 
more its bonds with the National Societies. On this 
occasion, there were also useful study meetings and 
practical exercises.
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The Geneva Conventions

The Geneva Conventions constitute a particularly 
important field in the ICRC’s legal activity. It was the 
original promoter of the Conventions and was chiefly 
responsible for their revision in 1949. After making a 
detailed commentary in four volumes, it is now direct
ing its efforts towards disseminating the Conventions 
throughout the world. This is an important and urgent 
task for, if they are not known by those who should 
apply them, the Conventions will remain a dead letter.

In addition to its current activity of disseminating 
the Conventions, the ICRC is often faced with special 
cases such as that of the Congo : as the UN, as such, 
is not a party to the Conventions, the International 
Committee had approached the Secretary-General and 
the various Member States, so that the emergency 
force in the Congo and its troops would respect the 
Conventions and receive adequate instruction to that 
effect.

List of Red Cross Societies recognized since 1956

1956 2. 2.1956 Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea

1957 23. 5.1957 Republic of Viet Nam
23. 5.1957 Laos
12. 9.1957 Tunisia

1.11.1957 Democratic Republic of 
Viet Nam

1.11.1957 Sudan
1958 7. 8.1958 Morocco

9. 9.1958 Libya
1959 5. 6.1959 Liberia

5. 6.1959 Ghana
15. 9.1959 Mongolia

1960 20.10.1960 Cambodia
1961 4. 5.1961 Nigeria

7. 9.1961 Togo
1962 1.11.1962 Upper Volta

1.11.1962 Sierra Leone
1963 4. 7.1963 Malaysia

4. 7.1963 Cameroon
4. 7.1963 Congo (Leopoldville)
4. 7.1963 Algeria
8. 8.1963 Ivory Coast
8. 8.1963 Senegal
8. 8.1963 Trinidad and Tobago
8. 8.1963 Tanganyika
8. 8.1963 Saudi Arabia

22. 8.1963 Burundi
22. 8.1963 Dahomey
26. 8.1963 Madagascar

1964 1.10.1964 Nepal
1.10.1964 Jamaica



LIST OF STATES PARTIES TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF AUGUST 12, 1949

N o . D a te C o u n tr ie s N o . D a te C o u n tr ie s

1950 1954

1 March 31 Switzerland 33 Feb. 10 Turkey
2 April 21 Yugoslavia — 34 March 29 Liberia *
3 M y  9 Monaco 35 April 15 Cuba
4 Sept. 21 Liechtenstein 36 May 10 U.S.S.R. —
5 Oct. 12 Chile 37 June 1 Rumania —
6 Nov. 9 India 38 July 22 Bulgaria —
7 Dec. 19 Czechoslovakia — 39 August 3 Byelorussian S.S.R. —

40 August 3 Hungary —
41 August 3 Netherlands —
42 August 3 Ukrainian S .S .R . —

1951
43 August 11 Ecuador
44 Sept. 3 Federal Republic o f Germany *
45 Nov. 26 Poland —

8 Feb. 22 Holy See 46 Dec. 29 Thailand
9 March 7 Philippines

10 April 10 Lebanon
11 May 29 Jordan * 1955
12 June 12 Pakistan —·
13 June 27 Denmark 47 Feb. 22 Finland
14 June 28 France 48 August 2 United States o f  America —
15 July 6 Israel —
16 August 3 Norway
17 Dec. 17 Italy 1956

49 Feb. 10 Panama *
50 Feb. 13 Venezuela

1952 51 Feb. 14 Iraq *
52 Feb. 15 Peru

18
19
20 
21 
22

March 31 
May 14 
August 4 
Sept. 3 
Oct. 29

Republic o f  South Africa *
Guatemala
Spain —
Belgium
Mexico

53
54
55
56
57

May 22 
June 5 
July 20 
Sept. 18 
Sept. 26

Libya *
Greece 
Morocco * 
Argentine Republic 
Afghanistan

23 Nov. 10 Egypt 58
59

Sept. 29 
Nov. 30

Laos *
German Democratic Republic * —

60 Dec. 28 People's Republic o f China—

1953 1957

24 April 21 Japan * 61 Feb. 20 Iran
25 June 17 Salvador 62 April 11 Haiti *
26 July 1 Luxemburg 63 May 4 Tunisia *
27 August 27 Austria 64 May 27 Albania —
28 August 29 San Marino * 65 June 28 Democratic Republic o f Viet Nam*—
29 Nov. 2 Syria 66 June 29 Brazil
30 Nov. 14 Republic o f  Viet Nam * 67 August 27 Dem. People's Rep. o f  Korea * —
31 Dec. 17 Nicaragua 68 Sept. 23 Great Britain and Northern Ireland—
32 Dec. 28 Sweden 69 Sept. 23 Sudan *

States are listed in the chronological order in which they acceded to the Conventions, either by ratification (without asterisk), 
accession (one asterisk) or by declaration of continuity (two asterisks). A line after the name of a State indicates that it has 
formulated reservations on becoming a Party to the Conventions.
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N o . D a te C o u n tr ie s N o . D a te C o u n tr ie s

1958 1962

70 Jan. 22 Dominican Republic * 86 Jan. 9 Dahomey **
71 August 2 Ghana * 87 Jan. 12 Togo **
72 Sept. 30 Indonesia * 88 May 23 Cyprus *
73 Oct. 14 Australia — 89 August 24 Federation o f Malaya *
74 Dec. 8 Cambodia * 90 Sept. 27 Ireland
75 Dec. 20 Mongolian People's Republic * 91 Oct. 30 Islamic Republic o f  Mauritania **

92 Dec. 17 Tanganyika

1959

76 Feb. 28 Ceylon * 1963
77 May 2 New Zealand—

93 April 23 Senegal *
1960 94 May 17 Trinidad and Tobago

95 May 18 Saudi Arabia
78 June 20 Algerian Republic (Provisional 

Government) *
96
97
98

July 12 
July 19 
Sept. 21

Somaliland 
Madagascar * 
Cameroon *

1961

79 Feb. 24 Rep. o f the Congo (Leopoldville) ** 1964
80 March 14 Portugal —
81 June 20 Nigeria ** 99 Feb. 7 Nepal
82 Oct. 26 Paraguay 100 April 21 Nigeria
83 Nov. 7 Upper Volta ** 101 May 5 Ruanda
84 Nov. 8 Colombia 102 May 18 Uganda
85 Dec. 29 Ivory Coast ** 103 July 30 Jamaica

To this list must be added eighteen newly indepen
dent States bound in principle by ratifications which 
were signed prior to independence by former sovereign 
powers, but which have not been explicitly confirmed 
since.

Additions to the Conventions

However, since the Geneva Conventions of 1949 
do not cover the whole range of human distress which 
the Red Cross movement could still alleviate, it was 
necessary to make certain additions thereto. A number 
of texts have thus come into being: a model law for 
the protection of the red cross emblem, model agree
ments on the retention of medical personnel, regula
tions for telecommunications by hospital ships and 
medical aircraft. Other documents are being prepared 
and in particular a handbook for information bureaux. 
A regulation on the use of the red cross sign by the 
National Societies will be submitted to the XXth Con
ference.

Transmission of Protests

On several occasions, the ICRC received protests 
concerning alleged violations of the Geneva Conven
tions and the humanitarian principles. The authors of 
these protests were not only the parties concerned but

also third parties. The transmission of these protests 
by the ICRC often met with an unfavourable reception, 
raised difficulties and never resulted in anything 
practical. This situation led the ICRC to review its 
role in this field, and it will submit suggestions thereon 
to the XXth Conference.

The Red Cross and Internal Disturbances

At present, the ICRC is concentrating on extending 
the application of humanitarian principles to internal 
disturbances. Persons detained in their own countries 
as a result of such disturbances are often less protected 
than enemies captured in time of war. Article 3, which 
is common to all the four Conventions, is only valid 
for armed conflicts. Now, the frequency of internal 
disturbances has led the ICRC, with the help of two 
expert commissions, to set forth the principles which 
are applicable in such cases. It was on this basis that 
during the last few years it intervened in various 
countries of America, Asia, Africa and even Europe 
on behalf of persons deprived of their freedom, whom 
it was often able to visit. After the National Societies 
represented at the session of the Board of Governors 
in Prague in October 1961 had expressed the wish that 
the ICRC intensify its action in this field, a third expert 
commission met in Geneva in October 1962 and drew 
up a detailed report thereon which will be on the 
Agenda of the XXth Conference.
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Protection of Civilian Medical Personnel

The ICRC is also anxious to ensure the protection 
of civilian medical and health personnel, which is not 
adequately provided by the Conventions. In collabora
tion with the World Medical Association and the 
International Committee of Military Medicine and 
Pharmacy, it drew up draft rules thereon. At the same 
time it took part in establishing rules of medical ethics 
applicable in time of war. A report on this subject will 
be submitted to the Conference.

Protection of the Civilian Population

The disturbing problem of the protection of the 
civilian population against modern methods of war
fare, and a request from the Council of Delegates in 
1954, led the ICRC to draw up its “ Draft Rules ”

whose application would limit risks incurred by 
civilians not participating in hostilities. Experts 
from National Societies assisted it to carry out this 
task. In 1957 the XIXth International Conference 
considered that the aims of this draft were in con
formity with the Red Cross ideals and, therefore, 
sent them to be examined by Governments which have 
not, however, followed them up. The ICRC is, never
theless, continuing to study this serious problem and 
has consulted several personalities from different 
countries. A report thereon will be submitted to the 
XXth Conference. Moreover, for some ten years, 
the ICRC has been examining the possibilities of 
strengthening the legal protection of non-military, 
civil defence organizations. It was encouraged by the 
Council of Delegates (1961 and 1963) and, in October 
1964, it convened a meeting of experts from the 
National Societies and Governments of some fifteen 
countries. Their conclusions will be submitted to the 
Conference.

RELIEF DISTRIBUTED OR FORWARDED BY THE ICRC FROM 1956 TO THE END OF 1963

S w .F rs . S w .F rs .

Algeria Bulgaria

1956 Detainees, persons assigned to re- 1957 Civilian population and disabled . 2,014.—
sidence, disaster victims and persons 1960 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 1,684.—
in d is t r e s s ........................................ 19,000.— 1961 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 2,459.—

1957 Internees and d e ta in e e s ................ 28,532.— 6,157.—
Displaced civilian population . . . 12,995.—

1958 Internees and d e ta in e e s ................ 11,875.—
Displaced civilian population . . . 2,409.— Cameroon

1959 Displaced civilian population . . . 135,000.— 1960 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 1,721.—Internees and d e ta in e e s ................ 68,000 —
1960 Displaced civilian population . . . 336,500.— 1,721.—

Internees and d e ta in e e s ................ 44,000.—
Victims of e v e n ts ............................ 9,863.— Ceylon

1961 Displaced civilian population . . . 849,608.—
Internees and d e ta in e e s ................ 23,200 — 1958 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 15,000.—

1962 Civilian population and victims of 15,000.—
e v e n ts ................................................ 1,292,840.—
Internees and d e ta in e e s ................ 41,780.—

1963 Population in n e e d ........................ 136,120.— Chile

3,011,722.— 1960 Earthquake v ic t im s ........................ 16,000.—
16,000.—

Austria
Congo

1956 War disabled, displaced persons. . 4,000 —
1957 Civilian population and invalids . 2,942 — 1960 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 138,600.—
1958 Civilian population and disabled . 795.— 1961 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 144,525 —

Refugees............................................ 1,500.— 1962 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 9,550.—
1959 War d isabled.................................... 3,877.— 1963 (Leopoldville)
1960 War d isab led .................................... 3,838.— Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 5,000.—
1961 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 10,520.— D e ta in e e s ........................................ 1,100.—
1962 Grimmenstein tubercular patients 4,000.— Refugees............................................ 10,000 —

31,472.— 308,775.—

Brazil Cuba

1959 Stateless p e r s o n s ............................ 1,496.— 1959 Civilian population and detainees 16,500.—
1,496.— 16,500.—
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Cyprus
Sw.Frs.

1956 Internees ........................................  10,000.—
1957 Political detainees............................  10,000.—
1958 Political detainees............................  10,000.—

30,000.—

Czechoslovakia

1957 D isab led ............................................ 190.—
Civilian p o p u la t io n ........................  1,111.—

1,301.—

Egypt

1956 Victims of e v e n ts ...........................  245,000.—
1957 Civilian population, refugees . . . 99,000.—
1958 Civilian population and disabled . 2,170.—

Political detainees........................... 1,200.—
1959 Stateless persons le a v in g ............... 7,070.—
1960 D e ta in e e s ....................................... 583.—

355,023.—

Finland

1960 Disabled, b l i n d ................................  750.—
750.—

France

1958 D e ta in e e s ........................................  2,200.—
Civilian population and disabled . 1,402.—

1959 Disaster victims (F ré ju s ) ................  7,000.—
Internees and detainees....................  8,750.—

1960 Internees and detainees....................  10,323.—
Civilian p o p u la t io n ........................  1,171.—
Blind d i s a b le d ................................  6,650.—

1961 Internees and detainees....................  41,300.—
1962 Repatriated p e rso n s ........................  5,800.—

A ctiv is ts ............................................. 4,050.—
Repatriated p e rso n s ........................  1,000.—

1963 Repatriated p e rso n s ........................  54,686.—·
144,332.—

Federal Republic of Germany

1956 War disabled, displaced persons . .
1957 “ Volksdeutsche ” disabled . . . .
1958 Refugees.............................................

D isab led .............................................
1959 Refugees, repatriated persons . . .
1960 Refugees, repatriated persons . . .
1961 Refugees, repatriated persons . . .
1962 Gifts in kind given to the German 

Red Cross for East German refugees

23.000. — 
8,449.— 
2,000.—

800.—
64.000. — 

9,273.— 
5,250.—

18,900.—

131,672.—

Greece
Sw.Frs.

1956 Detainees, persons assigned to resi
dence, disaster victims and persons
in d is t r e s s ........................................  287,000.—

1957 Detainees and political internees. . 210,000.—
1958 Political detainees............................  115,000.—

Civilian population and disabled . 461.—
1959 Internees and detainees....................  18,000.—

Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  14,000.—
1960 Internees and detainees....................  12,631.—-

Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  297.—
1961 Internees and detainees....................  31,400.—

Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  36,150.—
1962 1962 dairy-produce surpluses of the 

Swiss Confederation placed at the
disposal of the Hellenic Red Cross . 87,200.—
D e ta in e e s ........................................  21,800.—

1963 D e ta in e e s ........................................  298,330.—
Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  4,600.—

1,136,869.—

Hungary

1956 Victims of e v e n ts ........................  15,058,000.—
1957 Civilian p o p u la tio n ....................  69,107,450.—
1958 Civilian population and disabled . 7,810.—

Political detainees............................  10,838.—
1959 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  9,220.—

Artificial limb workshop, Budapest 47,071.—
1960 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  9,219.—
1961 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  9,975.—
1962 Political prisoners............................  22,350.—

Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  8,720.—
1963 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  9,660.—

84,300,313 —

India

1959 Tibetan r e f u g e e s ..........................  15,000.—
1960 Tibetan r e f u g e e s ..........................  13,925.—
1962 Victims of the conflict..................  10,000.—
1963 Chinese in te rn ees ..........................  5,000.—

Victims of the conflict....................  22,300.—
66,225.—

Indonesia

1957 Displaced persons............................  30,000.—
1958 Displaced persons............................  150.—
1959 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  59,365.—
1960 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  9,722.—
1962 Disaster victims, 1960 tornado

(A m boina)....................................  4,200.—
D e ta in e e s ........................................  500.—

103,937.—

Iran

1958 Earthquake v ic t im s .......................  8,718.—
1960 Earthquake v ic t im s ........................  5,000.—

13,718.—
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Iraq

1963 Victims of e v e n ts ............................  36,650.—
36,650 —

Sw.Frs.

Israel

1960 D isab led ...........................................  700.—
1962 D isab led ............................................  1,300.—
1963 D e ta in e e s ........................................  1,040.—

3,040 —

Italy

1957 Refugees............................................  3,562.—
Young b l i n d ....................................  27,635.—

1958 Refugees............................................  2,250.—
Young b l i n d ....................................  44,428.—

1959 Refugees and repatriated persons . 9,000.—
Young b l i n d ....................................  10,859.—-

1960 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  3,953.—
Young b l i n d ....................................  9,359.—

1961 D isab led ............................................  3,255.—
1962 D isab led ............................................  380.—

114,681 —

Japan

1957 Interned K o re a n s ............................  59,451.—
1958 Internees............................................  1,300.—
1959 Disaster victims (Typhoon Vera) . 22,000.—
1960 Victims of tidal w a v e ....................  5,000.—

87,751.—

Jordan

1957 Civilian p o p u la tio n .......................  6,900.—-
’ 6,900.—

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea

1959 Internees...........................................  5,225.—
5,225.—

Lebanon
Sw.Frs.

1956 War disabled, refugees....................  13,000.—
1958 Victims of e v e n ts ............................  217,655.—
1959 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................  1,200.—

231,855.—

Morocco

1957 Algerian re fu g ees ........................ . 560,375.—
Wounded and s i c k .................... 21,535.—

1958 Algerian re fu g ees ........................ . 339,264.—
Algerian war d isab led ................ 8,470.—
Prisoners of w a r ........................ 5,000.—

1959 Stateless re fu g ees ........................ 2,500.—
Paralysed p e rso n s........................ 7,500.—
Algerian war d isab led ................ 5,100.—

1960 Earthquake victims (Agadir) . . 5,051.—
Algerian war d isab led ................ 4,734.—

1961 Algerian d isab led ........................ 7,720.—
1962 Algerian re fu g ees........................ 6,650.—
1963 Disaster victims............................ 28,700.—

1,002,599.—

Nepal

1957 Civilian p o p u la tio n ......................  3,572.—
1960 Tibetan r e f u g e e s ..........................  11,200.—·
1961 Tibetan r e fu g e e s ..........................  285,000.—·
1962 Tibetan r e fu g e e s ..........................  606,350.—
1963 Tibetan r e f u g e e s ..........................  263,287.—·

1,169,409.—

Philippines

1959 D e ta in e e s ........................................ ............500.—
500.—

Poland

1956 War disabled, civilian population .
1957 Disabled and repatriated persons .

Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................
1958 Civilian population and disabled .
1959 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................
1960 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................

D isab led ............................................
1961 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................
1962 Dispatch of parcels, drugs for the

s i c k ................................................
D isab led ............................................

1963 Sick, dispatch of drugs....................

Laos

1959 Civilian population...................... 26,150.—■
1960 Victims of the conflict..................  14,000.—
1961 Victims of the conflict..................  215,402.—

Internees and detainees..............  8,300.—
1962 Victims of the conflict..................  239,180.—

D etainees....................................  11,700.—■
1963 Victims of events.......................... 5,380.—

520,112.—

14,000.— 
8,009.— 
1,554.— 

16,312.— 
28,252.— 
21,700.— 
11,025.— 
62,917.—

27,300.
6,430.

18,560.
216,059.
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S w .F rs . S w .F rs .

North Rhodesia Viet Nam (Democratic People’s Republic)

1962 Transmission of a gift for the civilian 
p o p u la tio n .................................... 8,500.—

1956 War o rp h a n s .................................... 4,000.—
4,000.—Political p risoners................ 790.—

9,290.—
Yemen (Republican)

Spain 1963 Victims of the conflict.................... 147,000.—
1957 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................
1958 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................
1960 D e ta in e e s ........................................
1961 D e ta in e e s ....................................

5,149.—
284.—
750.—

8,300.—

147,000.—

Yemen (Royalist) *
14,483.— 2,900.—

31,400.—
1963 Egyptian prisoners of war . . . .  

Victims of the conflict....................
Thailand 34,300.—

1959 D e ta in e e s ........................................ 2,000.—
2,000.— Yugoslavia

Togo
1959 Artificial limb workshop, Sarajevo 7,884.—
1960 Artificial limb workshop, Sarajevo 4,813.—

1961 Refugees........................................
1962 Gifts in kind given to the Togolese

9,850.— 1962 D isab led ............................................
1963 Disaster victims of Skolpje . . . .

1,510.— 
5,340.—

Red C r o s s .................................... 51,250.— 19,547.—
61,100.—

Miscellaneous
Tunisia

1956 Other in terven tions........................ 7,000.—
1957 Algerian re fu g ees ............................ 261,585.— 1957 Refugees, stateless persons, etc. . . 1,091,931.—
1958 Algerian re fu g ees ............................ 117,958.— 1958 Refugees, stateless persons, etc. . . 9,410.—
1961 Victims of disturbances (Bizerta) . 15,070.— 1959 Consignment of medical supplies

Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 9,500.— to various coun tries.................... 3,526.—
1962 Algerian re fu g e e s ............................ 34,380.— Consignments of artificial limbs to 

various c o u n tr ie s ........................ 1,147.—438,493.— 1960 Consignments of artificial limbs to 
various c o u n tr ie s ........................ 3,705.—

U.S.S.R. Consignments of medical supplies
to various coun tries.................... 609.—

1956 Nationals of various countries . . 58,000.— Stateless p e r s o n s ............................ 2,411.—
58,000.— 1961 Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 7,650.—

D isab led ............................................ 3,570.—
740.—Detainees and in te rn e e s ................

Viet Nam (Rep. of) 1962 D isab led ............................................ 2,450.—
D e ta in e e s ........................................ 400.—

1956 War disabled, civilian population . 30,000.— Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 1,880.—
1958 War disabled (artificial limb 1963 D e ta in e e s ........................................ 615.—

w o rk sh o p ).................................... 11,437.— Civilian p o p u la tio n ........................ 1,325.—
41,437.— 1,138,369 —

Total Sw.Frs. 94,145,960.—

* The initial expenses for the field hospital at Uqhd, as on 31st December 1963, rose to about Sw.Frs. 1,100,000.—. This sum 
includes : the purchase of equipment, medical supplies and first-aid outfits as well as hospital administration during the months 
of November and December 1963.



PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS

Abbreviations:

ed F publication available in French 
ed S publication available in Spanish 
ed G publication available in German 
ed I publication available in Italian
+  Joint ICRC and League of Red Cross Societies’ publication 

1957 to 1964

ICRC. Report on the Relief Action in Hungary, October 
1956 to June 1957. 1957, 58 pp., ill. (ed F; S; G).

ICRC. XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
New Delhi. Resolutions. 1957, 26 pp. (ed F; S).

ICRC. Final Record concerning the Draft Rules for the 
Limitation o f the Dangers incurred by the Civilian 
Population in Time o f War. XIXth International 
Conference of the Red Cross, New Delhi, 1957.1958, 
184 pp. (ed F; S), mimeo.

Reservations to the 1949 Geneva Conventions, by 
Claude Pilloud. 1958, 29 pp. (ed F).

Nurses and the Geneva Conventions o f 1949, by Jean- 
Pierre Schoenholzer. 1957, 30 pp. (ed F; S; G), 
mimeo.

ICRC. Draft Rules for the Limitation of the Dangers 
incurred by the Civilian Population in Time o f War. 
Second edition. 1958, 158 pp. (ed F).

The Geneva Conventions o f August 12, 1949. Commen
taries published under the General Editorship of Jean 
S. Pictet:

II. Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the 
Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked 
Members of Armed Forces at Sea. 1960, 320 pp. 
(ed F).

III. Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment 
of Prisoners of War. 1960, 764 pp. (ed F).

-f- The Geneva Conventions. Illustrated handbook 
followed by an outline of the Organization of the 
International Red Cross. 1961, 66 pp. (ed F 1960).

ICRC. The ICRC and the Conflict in Cuba, 1958-1959. 
1960, 19 pp. (ed F; S), mimeo.

The International Committee o f the Red Cross and its 
Action. Extract from texts prepared by Jean S. 
Pictet. 1960, 55 pp. (ed F), mimeo.

ICRC. The Central Tracing Agency. 1961, 21 pp., ill. 
(ed F; S; G; I), mimeo.

The Laws o f War, by Jean S. Pictet. 1961, 11 pp. (ed 
F; S; G).

-f Congo Medical Relief. Report on the International 
Red Cross Action to staff for an Emergency Period 
of twelve Months some thirty abandoned Hospitals 
in the newly independent Republic of the Congo, 
July 1960-June 1961. 1961, 29 pp., ill. (ed F; S).

ICRC. The Geneva Conventions o f August 12, 1949. 
Brief Summary for Members of Armed Forces and 
the General Public. 13 pp.
1962, French, English, Spanish, Kikongo, Lingala, 
Luba, Swahili.
1956, Arabic.

ICRC. The Geneva Conventions. Illustrated booklet 
14 x 10 cm, in 9 languages. 1962:
A) French, English, Italian, Russian, German, 

Arabic, Spanish, Portuguese, Hindu.
B) French, English, Chinese, Indonesian, Japanese, 

Arabic, Persian, Urdu, Hindu.
C) French, English, Chinese, Indonesian, Japanese, 

Arabic, Persian, Cambodian, Hindu.
D) French, English, Kikongo, Swahili, Luba, Lin

gala, Spanish, German, Arabic.
E) French, English, Danish, Russian, German, 

Arabic, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, 1963.
F) French, English, Kikongo, Luba, Swahili, Lin

gala, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic, 1963.

ICRC. Working Party on the Position of Civil Defence 
Organizations in International Law, Geneva, June 
12-16, 1961. Analytical Report. 1962, 22 pp. +  
Annexes xxxi pp. (ed F; S; G), mimeo.

ICRC. The ICRC and the Algerian Conflict, January 
1955 to July 1962, 1962, 22 pp., ill. (ed F ; S; G), 
mimeo.

Course of Five Lessons on the Geneva Conventions, 
by Henri Coursier. 1962, 114 pp. (ed F; S; G), 
mimeo.

The Doctrme o f the Red Cross, by Jean S. P ictet. 1962, 
19 pp. (ed F; S; G).
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The Early Years o f the Red Cross. P. Boissier. 8vo, 
18 pp. 1963 (ed F; S; G).

The ICRC at work. A Centenary o f Service to Humanity, 
4to 32 pp. with ill. 1963 (ed F; S; G).

Council of Delegates of the International Red Cross. 
Prague, October 3 and 5, 1961. Verbatim Report. 
1963, 4to, 84+cxx pp. (22 Annexes); mimeo.

Commission of Experts for the Study of the Question 
of Aid to the Victims of Internal Conflicts, Geneva, 
October 25-30 1962. Report 1963, 8vo. 11 pp.

Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross, 
Geneva, August 23-September 10, 1963. Council of 
Delegates; Summary Report 1956-1962. March 
1963. 4to, 16 pp.

Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross, 
Geneva, September 2-10, 1963; Council of Dele
gates, Resolutions, 1963, 8vo. 28 pp.

The ICRC and the Yemen Conflict, 1964, 31 pp., mimeo.

Periodical Publications 1

Annual Reports for 1957 to 1963. (ed F; S; G).

Topical Red Cross News. Information Notes. Mimeo
graphed bulletin, 4to, from 5 to 11 pp.; appearing 
about 20 times annually. Produced by the Press and

Information Department of the ICRC in French, 
English, Spanish and German, since September 
1961.

Slides

The Geneva Conventions o f August 12, 1949. Thirty 
Slides with Comments. 1963. 8vo. 33 pp. mimeo.
Henry Dunant: series 101.
History o f the Red Cross : series 102.
The IC R C : series 103.
Each series contains six colour slides with explana
tory notes. 1963.

Films

Blood is Still being Shed. 1958. 175 metres; 3 versions 
(E; G; F).

SOS Congo. 1961. 270 metres; 4 versions (E; F; G. and 
international).

Operation Congo. 1961. 171 metres; 4 versions (F; E; 
G and international).

Red Cross on a White Field. 1963. 220 metres, duration 
20 min. 4 versions (F; E; G; S), 16 mm and 35 mm.

Yemen, Land o f Suffering. 1964. 220 metres, duration 
20 min. 3 versions (F; E; G), 16 mm.

1 It will be recalled that the ICRC publishes the International Review o f the Red Cross each month.
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