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IMPLEMENTATION AND DISSEMINATION OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

I. RATIFICATIONS AND ACCESSIONS

In 1957, at the time of the XIXth International Confe
rence of the Red Cross (New Delhi), 69 States were parties to the 
Geneva Conventions of 12th August 1949, which they had ratified or 
to which they had acceded. On December 31st 1964, 100 States were 
formally bound by these Conventions, 87 following ratification or 
accession and 13 by a formal declaration of continuity (in respect 
of ratification by the sovereign Power of their territory prior to 
independence). Other recently independent States can be considered 
as bound for the same reason, even if they have not addressed a 
declaration of continuity to the Swiss Federal Council, which is 
responsible for the Conventions. It is none the less desirable that 
they should make this declaration or, if they prefer, deposit new 
instruments of accession in due form.

At the present time, of the 58 States which affixed 
their signature to the Final Act of the Conference on August 12th, 
1949, 5 have still not ratified the Conventions, namely Burma,
Canada, Costa-Rica, Ethiopia and Uruguay. In addition, Bolivia, 
Honduras, Iceland, the Republic of Korea and Yemen have so far 
abstained from participating in the 1949 Conventions although the 
first four are bound by the earlier humanitarian Conventions.

It should be stressed that the universality of the Geneva 
Conventions, which is an essential condition for their effective
ness, is unparalleled in international Law. Almost universal parti
cipation in the Final Act of the Conference is not, however, in 
itself sufficient to ensure knowledge of the Red Cross rules through
out the world and even less their application in cases of armed 
conflict. In order to "implement" the Geneva Conventions, not only 
their existence but also their contents must be fully known, espe
cially by those responsible for application. In addition,the Govern
ments parties thereto must take the necessary measures, which are 
specifically enumerated, in time of war and often already in peace
time to ensure strict application.
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II. DISSEMINATION OF THE CONVENTIONS

A. By States

In signing the Conventions, States pledged themselves 
to diffuse their texts. With few exceptions, they have not so far 
done very much in this direction. In most countries, it is the 
National Red Cross Societies, very often assisted "by the ICRC, which 
have made the greatest effort.

It should be pointed out here that, under Articles 4 7 ^ )
48 (II), 127 ( H I )  and 144 (IV) of the Geneva Conventions, the States 
are responsible for disseminating them. In all 4 Conventions these 
Articles read as follows : "The High Contracting Parties undertake, 
in time of peace as in time of war, to disseminate the text of the 
present Convention as widely as possible in their respective countries, 
and, in particular, to include the study thereof in their programmes 
of military and, if possible, civil instruction, so that the prin
ciples thereof may become known to the entire population, in par
ticular to the armed fighting forces, the medical personnel and the 
chaplains."

On the whole, States have not sufficiently complied 
with these requirements. The obligation to include the study of 
the Conventions in the military instruction programmes is absolute.
It would nevertheless seem that several European countries have 
not yet done this. The inscription of a few principles in Army Books 
or the sporadic or occasional organisation of a few courses or lec
tures, dictated by circumstances, cannot be taken as adequate for 
this purpose.

The efforts made in Europe or various other continents 
are still insufficient. This situation could have serious consequences 
if the countries in question became the theatre of armed conflicts, 
which, without even being international, sometimes lead to much 
bloodshed. While the Conventions do not apply as such to non-inter- 
national conflicts, Article 3 offers a minimum of humanitarian 
provisions. These are hardly likely to be applied if those respons
ible are familiar neither with the Conventions nor their spirit.

The very nature of such conflicts and the way they 
develop have shown that it is useless to diffuse these principles 
once they have broken out. Moreover, one of the parties', the rebel 
party’s means of communication, are often cut off, which makes any 
instruction even more difficult. If the necessary measures for dif
fusion are taken in peacetime, they will be a guarantee for the 
future without involving any risk of "adding fuel to the fire", as 
people sometimes fear.
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B · By States and the National Red Cross Societies

In many countries, no doubt efforts have already been 
made. We will briefly describe them on the basis of the documents 
which have reached us.

In Europe, the Federal Republic of Germany is diffusing 
the Conventions remarkably well. The Defence Ministry has published 
a book on international Law in time of war, giving examples of its 
application. It has also produced a film vividly illustrating com
batants' duties towards an 'unarmed enemy and civilians. Other coun
tries have distributod handbooks or the full text of the Conventions 
to the army. Courses, examinations, lectures and study centres are 
organised occasionally or at regular intervals, while booklets are 
handed out summarising the main provisions of the Conventions. The 
inclusion of the Geneva Conventions in examination syllabi is one 
of the most interesting aspects of these endeavours. In the Middle 
East, several National Societies have requested, and received, 
documentation from the ICRC with a view to dissemination programmes.
A special effort has been made in the Lebanon. The most active 
diffusion of the Conventions in Asia, (to the ICRC's knowledge) 
especially among the armed forces, has been in Japan, India and 
Indonesia. A competition organised by the Japanese Red Cross in 
1963, under the auspices of the ICRC and several Ministries, should 
be mentioned. This was certainly excellent propaganda in the field 
of public information.

As regards Latin America, the ICRC has only been informed 
of a project in Columbia, where the Law and Political Sciences Fa
culty of the national University has announced the organisation of 
a seminar on the Geneva Conventions. The ICRC has very little know
ledge of the National Societies' activities in other Latin American 
countries.

In the United States of America, a handbook has been 
prepared for the armed forces and courses are given in military 
schools. It is also intended to organise courses at the Universities. 
The American Bar Association has joined in these efforts.

The ICRC has very little information on Africa. The 
Lovanium University in Leopoldville has all the necessary document
ation for disseminating the Conventions.

C . Contribution of the International Committee of the Red Cross

a) Dissemination among Governments and Red Cross Societies

In 1958 the ICRC published the Commentary on the Illrd 
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War and,in 
1959> the Commentary on the Ilnd Convention for the Amelioration of
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the- Condition of the Shipwrecked. This, with the two volumes pre
viously published on the 1st and IVth Conventions, completed a long
term and very comprehensive study. The four Geneva Conventions of 
1949, which form the basis of humanitarian law, are now accompanied 
by a full legal and practical Commentary of nearly 2,500 pages. All 
four volumes have been translated into English.

The ICRC has furthermore helped the States to establish 
national legislation implementing the Geneva Conventions, repressing 
their violation (in this way it helped a country revise its Penal 
Code) and protecting the Red Cross emblem. It also submits regulations 
to the Powers, which are intended to complete the Conventions. The 
most recent relates to telecommunications of hospital ships and 
medical aircraft.

A draft manual on "The laws and Customs of War" was 
also drawn up by the ICRC at the request of a State Party to the 
Geneva Conventions. This is especially for officers of the armed 
forces and summarises the main provisions of the Geneva and Hague 
Conventions in a practical and systematic manner.

Finally, the ICRC gave lectures at the course on the 
Geneva Conventions during the Training Courses for medical officers 
of the armed forces at Macolin (Switzerland) in 1959, and in Florence 
in 1962. These were organised on the proposal and under the sponsor
ship of the International Committee of Military Medicine and Phar
macy.

The International Review of the Red Cross has also 
contributed to this -work of dissemination. It regularly publishes 
articles on matters relating to the Geneva Conventions and their 
dissemination, whose authors sometimes relate what has been done 
and what remains to be done in this connection in their own country, 
both on the government and Red Cross levels. Information on this 
subject appears under the heading "News of National Societies".

b) Dissemination among the general public and the armed forces

In 1956,the ICRC issued an illustrated booklet in 9 
languages (English, French, German, Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, Hindi, 
Japanese and Russian) summarising the Conventions in picture-form. 
This met with great success and by the end of 1958 the first edition 
had been exhausted. A new edition was immediately issued, with an 
additional text in Lingala, for the armed forces of the Congo. Later, 
in the summer of I960, to promote the dissemination of the Conven
tions still further in Africa and especially in the Congo, where 
serious disturbances periodically occured after the proclamation of
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independence, the ICRC published "The Geneva Conventions of August 
12, 1949, Brief Summary for Members of Armed Forces and the General 
Public", in lingala, Swahili, Luba and Kikongo; it was the Congolese 
students at the Geneva University who made the necessary translations. 
The ICRC furthermore issued a third edition of the illustrated book
let already referred to in the 9 following languages : English,
French, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic, Lingala, Swahili, Luba and 
Kikongo. The United Nations requested copies of this and received 
19,000 for dissemination in the Congo. Nearly 18,000 other copies 
of the original edition have been distributed by the ICRC in a number 
of countries all over the world.

The ICRC has concentrated much of its effort on giving 
publicity to the Conventions among young people; a separate report 
on this has been made jointly with the League, to which readers 
should refer.

The cinema, television and especially the radio are very 
valuable for this purpose and the ICRC programme of broadcasts in 
English, French, Spanish and Arabic has included talks and inter
views illustrating the Geneva Conventions.

Finally, the ICRC has made a series of colour slides 
for projection which are now available to National Societies. These 
constitute a very lively illustration of the main rules of the Con
ventions and are particularly suited for use in diffusing their 
contents among the general public and young people. A more artistic
ally classical series of slides has just been put at the disposal 
of the public.

c) Dissemination among the Universities

The ICRC ha.s drawn up a model "Course of Five Lessons 
on the Geneva Conventions" as an aid to teaching in the Law Facul
ties and in order to encourage the insertion of this subject in 
university syllabi. These five lessons are arranged under the follow
ing headings :

1. Geneva Law ; The Red Cross and the drafting of Geneva Law, 
the place of the Geneva Conventions in the law of nations.

2. The principles of the Geneva Conventions : The principles 
and Articles common to all four Conventions.

3. The wounded and sick : The protection of the wounded and sick, 
medical personnel and equipment, the red cross emblem.

The status of prisoners of war : The status of prisoners of 
war in international and internal conflicts and the role of 
the Red Cross.

4.
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5· The protection of civilians ; The protection of civilian 
populations and the protection of persons, especially in 
occupied areas, and their conditions of internment.

This Course which is available in French, English, 
Spanish and German was sent to Governments and Law Faculties, with 
a view to the inclusion of the Geneva texts in public education in 
international law. Several decisions to that effect have already 
been notified to the ICRC. Moreover, the Geneva University has set 
up a professorship of Humanitarian Law, within the Law Faculty, for 
instruction in the Geneva Conventions.

The lectures given by members and staff of the ICRC in 
the course of their travels to audiences assembled by the National 
Red Cross Societies should also be mentioned here.

d) Implementation of the Conventions by the United Nations Forces 
and their dissemination among them

The UNO as such is not a signatory of the Geneva Con
ventions and the presence of military forces in the Congo under its 
command raised a somewhat delicate question. After the Katanga in
cidents, during which these contingents took a direct part in hos
tilities, the President of the ICRC wrote to Mr. Sture Linner, Head 
of the United Nations Mission in the Congo, raising the question of 
the application of the Conventions by the UNO armed forces when 
engaged in military operations. "The recent developments in Katanga 
have in fact given an urgent and unexpected topicality to this 
question" wrote Mr. L. Boissier, President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross.

In this letter attention was drawn to the fact that at 
the time of the Suez affair in November 1956, Mr. Dag Hammarskjöld, 
Secretary General of UNO, had already informed the ICRC of the in
clusion "in the draft regulations applicable to the United Nations 
Emergency Force of a provision to the effect that its members are 
bound to respect the spirit of the general international Conventions 
relative to the conduct of military personnel". The President of 
the ICRC also referred to a similar assurance which had been given 
his delegation at Leopoldville, in September I960, by the United 
Nations Command. In conclusion, he declared that "the International 
Committee of the Red Cross is entirely disposed to assume as regards 
this conflict the tasks laid down for it by the humanitarian Con
ventions" .

The Head of the UNO mission in the Congo replied in 
detail to this letter, repeating the assurance that the United 
Nations intended to respect the rules of the Geneva Conventions 
and that their Forces had been given instructions to this effect.
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At the same time the President of the ICRC exchanged 
considerable correspondence with the acting Secretary General of 
the United Nations with regard to the application of the Geneva 
Conventions. In a letter dated 8 November 1961, Mr. Thant once 
again stressed that UNO was firmly resolved to "respect the prin
ciples and the spirit of the general international Conventions 
relative to the conduct of military personnel". He stated his 
readiness to cooperate in the dissemination of the text of the 
Conventions among the UNO armed forces in the Congo, and made it 
a point that "the operations carried out in the name and under 
the command of the Organisation must be in complete accordance with 
the spirit of the Conventions".

In addition to these direct approaches to UNO in the 
Congo and in New York, on 10 November 1961, the ICRC sent a memo
randum to the governments of all the States Parties to the Geneva 
Conventions and members of the United Nations concerning the appli
cation of the Conventions by the troops placed at the disposal of, 
UNO. After repeating the assurances already given by UNO in this 
respect, the memorandum added :

"However, in view of the overwhelming importance of 
the interests involved, the International Committee judges it to 
be necessary that the matter should be very seriously considered, 
not only by the United Nations Organisation., but also by each of 
the States bound by the Geneva Conventions.

In fact, the United Nations Organisation is not, as 
such, party to the Geneva Conventions. Consequently, each State 
is personally responsible for the application of these Conventions, 
when supplying a contingent to the United Nations."

When the United Nations intervention in the Congo came 
to an end, the ICRC reviewed the whole question with U Thant, the 
United Nations Secretary General, They discussed how the observance 
of the Conventions could be ensured in practice beyond their mere 
principles, and how violations thereof should be repressed. Could 
not the United Nations as such accede to the Conventions, or, could 
not its General Assembly at least make a solemn declaration in this 
sense ?

The United Nations' jurists considered this solution 
inapplicable : the UNO is not a State and does not possess its own 
army; moreover, it cannot substitute its own jurisdiction for that 
of the countries supplying it with military contingents. However, 
the General Secretariat of the UNO did assure the ICRC that,each 
time it signed an agreement with a country putting troops at its 
disposal, it would insert a clause providing for the application of 
the Geneva Conventions by these troops. When the UNO contingents 
left for Cyprus, the ICRC renewed its request and the United Nations 
responded affirmatively.
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In September 1963, the ICRC brought the whole question 
before the Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross. The 
Congress unanimously adopted the following Resolution :

"The Council of Delegates,

considering that the States which are parties to the 
Geneva Conventions have undertaken to respect and to ensure 
the respect of these Conventions;

considering that it is necessary that the United Nations 
Emergency Forces shall observe and be protected by these 
Geneva Conventions;

expresses its appreciation for the efforts already made 
by the United Nations to that effect and recommends :

1« that the United Nations be invited to adopt a solemn declara
tion accepting that the Geneva Conventions equally apply to 
their Emergency Forces as they apply to the forces of States 
parties to the said Conventions;

2. that the Governments of countries providing contingents to 
the United Nations should as a matter of prime importance 
give them before departure from their country of origin 
adequate instructions on the Geneva Conventions as well as 
orders to comply with them;

3. that the Authorities responsible for these contingents should 
agree to take all necessary measures to prevent and repress 
any infringements of the said Conventions."

The ICRC communicated this Resolution to all the States. 
Some Powers have sent encouraging replies, but the whole problem 
is far from being finally solved.

*

* *
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III. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS - MEASURES OF

APPLICATION INCUMBENT UPON STATES PARTIES TO THE CONVENTIONS

We have seen how the implementation of the Conventions, 
especially within the armed forces, depends on their diffusion.
Yet even if this were organized on a large and most effective scale 
it could not ensure their effective respect in time of hostilities. 
To obtain this result, it is necessary to go a step further and 
take the measures of application which are stipulated in the Con
ventions. This is the responsibility of Governments. What would be 
the use of teaching a soldier humanitarian principles if, on the 
battlefield, he received orders to the contrary ? How can Conven
tions be respected if there are no means for doing so ? No one can 
inform the authorities of the identity of a deceased soldier unless 
he can establish this identity. A civilian hospital can never be 
safe if it is in the immediate vicinity of a definite military ob
jective. Knowledge of the rules and the best of intentions are not 
enough. Problems must not be put in such a way that they are impos
sible to solve. What is true for organization is all the more so 
for legislation. Here, it is impossible to improvise. Yet, it is 
perhaps in the legislative sphere that the Conventions impose the 
strictest obligations on the signatory Parties. A whole set of rules 
on the use of the red cross emblem, the repression of infringements 
of the Conventions or penal and disciplinary sanctions, is imposed 
on the Parties. The Conventions are very explicit as regards penal 
sanctions. National legislation applicable to armed forces must 
bow to the Conventions. The principle of assimilating prisoners of 
war to members of the armed forces is subject to rigid conditions. 
The Parties can only honour the engagements they took on signing 
the Conventions in virtue of ad hoc legislation, which will be put 
into force at the outbreak of hostilities and applied whenever na
tional legislation and the obligations provided by the Conventions 
are in opposition. A list of all these measures as stipulated in 
the Conventions themselves will be found as an Annex.
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Measures of application incumbent upon States parties to 

the Conventions

1. Measures for dissemination among; the armed forces

A. Translation or publication of a translation already made 
(C.I, 48; C.II, 49; C.III, 128; C.IV, 145)

B. Inclusion of the provisions for military leaders, commanders 
etc, in regulations and instructions which bind them to take 
direct measures of application ;

Examples from the 1st Convention : Art. 12, protection, care, 
treatment of the sick and wounded; Art. 15, search for ca
sualties after an engagement; Art. 16, recording the names 
of the sick, wounded and dead; Art. 17, rules regarding the 
dead; Art. 19, protection of fixed establishments and mobile 
medical •units of the Medical Service etc.

Examples from the Ilnd Convention ; Art. 12, respect and 
protection of the sick, wounded and shipwrecked; Art. 14, 
handing over of the sick, wounded and shipwrecked on board 
hospital ships; Art. 15, wounded taken on board a neutral 
warship or a neutral military aircraft; Art. 16, condition 
of the sick, wounded and shipwrecked fallen in enemy hands; 
Art. 18, search for and collection of the sick, wounded and 
shipwrecked after an engagement; Art. 20, burial of the dead, 
etc.

Examples from the Illrd Convention : Art. 13, humane treatment 
of prisoners; Art. 14, respect for the person of prisoners; 
Art. 16, equality of treatment; Art. 17, questioning of 
prisoners; Art. 18, property of prisoners; Art. 19.and 20, 
evacuation of prisoners.

Examples from the IVth Convention : Art. 16, special protection 
and respect of the sick, wounded, infirm, and expectant mothers; 
Art. 17, evacuation from besieged or enclosed areas and free 
passage of religious and medical personnel and medical equipment; 
Art. 18 and 19, protection of civilian hospitals and disconti
nuance of protection; Art. 20, protection of staff in civilian 
hospitals; Art. 21 and 22, land, sea and air transport of the 
sick, wounded, infirm, and expectant mothers, etc.

Note ; All the measures in A. and B. should be taken 
already in peacetime.
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II. Organizational measures in view of possible conflicts

A. Measures to be taken in peacetime :

Setting up of Information Bureaux (C.I, Art. 16; C.III, Art. 122;
C .I V , A r t . 136);

Issuing of Identity cards and armlets :

a) Identity cards and armlets for medical and religious per
sonnel (C.I, Art. 40) - special identity cards and armlets 
for auxiliary personnel'(C.I, Art. 41);

b) special identity cards and armlets for religious, medical 
and hospital personnel of hospital shins and for their crew 
(C.II, Art. 42);

c) identity cards for members of the armed forces (C.III, Art.17);

d) identity cards and armlets for permanent and auxiliary per
sonnel of civilian hospitals; lists of such personnel (C. IV, 
A r t , 20);

issuing of identity discs (C.I, Art. 17; C.II, Art. 19);

organization of Graves Registration Services (C.I, Art. 17;
C.III, Art. 121);

printing of forms:capture cards (C.III, Art. 70, Annex IV); 
internment cards (C.IV, Art. 106, Annex III); correspondence 
cards and letters (C.III, Art. 71, Annex IV; C.IV, Art. 107,
Annex III); notification of death (C.III, Art. 120, Annex IV); 
repatriation certificates (C.III, Annex IV);

posting of texts of the Conventions in.prisoner of war camps 
(C.III, Art. 41; C.IV, Art. 99);

organization of internment (C.III, Art. 21 onwards; C.IV,
Art. 79 onwards);

site, recognition and marking of civilian hospitals (C.IV,
A r t . 18).

B. Measures to be taken in peacetime :

Site of fixed medical establishments (protected from military 
operations) (C.I, Art. 19);

possibly ; establishment of hospital zones and localities 
(C.I, Art. 23); safety zones (C.IV, Art. 14), and neutralized 
zones (C.IV, Art. 15);



equipping and marking of hospital ships and life-boats 
(C.II, Art. 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 45);

equipping of medical aircraft and conditions for flight 
over neutral countries (C.II, Art. 59 and 40);

organization of land and air transport of sick and wounded, 
civilians, the infirm, and maternity cases (C.IV, Art. 21 and 22);

situation of non-repatriated aliens (C.IV, Art. 58), means of 
existence (C. IV, Art. 59), employment (C.IV, Art. 40);

supplies for the population of occupied territory, hygiene and 
public health measures (C.IV, Art. 55 and 56).

III. legislative measures (to be taken in peacetime).

I . Measures relating solely to the Geneva Conventions :

A. Use of the emblem

Restrictions on the use of the emblem in time of war and of 
peace and repression of abuse (C.I, Art. 44, 55, 54; C.II, 
Art. 44 and 45);

regulations on the use of the emblem in time of war, marking 
of medical units and establishments authorized to use the 
emblem (C.I, Art. 42), limitation in the use of markings by 
ships (C.II, Aft. 44), military authorities' control (C.I, 
Art. 49).

B . Repression of breaches of the Conventions

(C.I, Art. 49-51; C.II, Art. 50-52; C.III, Art. 129-151;
C.IV, A r t . 146-148);

a) grave breaches

b) other breaches

c) procedure (in accordance with C.III, Art. 105 et seq).

C . Definition of Persons Protected by the Conventions

Definition of members of the armed forces in conformity with 
Art. 15 of the 1st and Ilnd Conventions and Art. 4 of the 
Illrd Convention;

conditions in which Art. 4 and 5 of the IVth Convention should 
be applied.
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D . Civilian Enemies or aliens

All aliensjriglif to leave a territory at the outset of, or 
during a conflict (C.IV, Art, 35);

respect of the conditions governing the internment of protected 
persons (C.IV, Art. 42, 43);

penal legislation applicable to occupied territory (C.IV,
Art. 64 and 78).

E . Penal and Disciplinary Sanctions (prisoners of war and 
interned civilians)

and
Penal/disciplinary sanctions applicable to prisoners of war 
(c f . Annex);

penal and disciplinary sanctions applicable to internees in 
occupied territory (C.IV, Art. 117 to 126).

P. General Dissemination of the Conventions

Inclusion of the study of the Conventions, in military and 
civilian instruction courses.

2. Relations with the Hague Conventions

Recognition of the principlescf the "laws of war" (C.I, Art.35);

requisition : recognition of the rules of the Hague Conventions 
(C.I, Art. 35);

- use of the emblems in "the cases provided in any other inter
national Convention" (C.II, Art. 44)·

I V . Penal and Disciplinary Sanctions (Illrd Convention, see above 
III E )

I . Penal Sanctions

A . Principle of assimilation in relation to the troops of the 
Detaining Power :

Assimilation of laws, regulations and orders in force 
(Art. 82, 87, 88);

assimilation of punishments (repetition of punishment for the 
same offences) (Art. 86);
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assimilation of establishments and conditions fer executing 
punishments (Art. 108);

assimilation of procedure, jurisdiction (Art. 84, 102); 

assimilation of conditions of confinement (Art. 103); 

assimilation of the right of appeal (Art. 106).

General Conditions concerning the principle of assimilation

Compliance with generally recognized principles, "non bis in 
idem", prohibition of coercion ("nulla poena sine lege") right 
of defence, essential guarantees of impartiality and indepen
dence .

Exceptions in special cases

acts punishable if committed by prisoners but not by soldiers 
of the Detaining Power (disciplinary penalties) (Art. 82);

leniency clause (Art. 83);

freedom of courts to appreciate (Art. 87);

offences committed before capture (Art. 85).

Exceptions in matters of .jurisdiction (if need be) t

Exclusive competence of military courts, together with essen
tial guarantees, unless civil courts are given express author
ity (Art. 84).

Exceptions concerning penalties (if the occasion should arise) :

Corporal punishment and any form of torture or cruelty for
bidden (Art. 87);

collective punishment for individual acts forbidden (Art. 87);

prisoners may not be deprived of their rank or prevented from 
wearing their badges, even if they have been condemned (Art.87);

the death sentence cannot be pronounced on a soldier for an 
offence not provided for by the laws of the Detaining Power 
(except with the concurrence of the prisoner's country of 
origin) (Art. 100).
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F. Exceptions concerning the conditions in which sentences are 
executed

Death sentence : shall not he carried out before the expiry 
of six months from the date of its communication (Art. 101);

ry system;

- with daylight, and complying with humane and 
sanitary requirements;

- separate for women, who shall he supervised hy 
women;

- parcels;

- correspondence;

- medical care;

- spiritual help;

- complaints and petitions;

- visits from the protecting Powers, the ICRC 
delegates (interviews in private) and the 
prisoners' representative.

G·. Exceptions concerning confinement (if the occasion should arise)

National security requirements (Art. 103); 

duration : 3 months maximum (Art. 103); 

deduction from sentence (Art. 103);

benefits of the Conventions and of the provisions relating 
to disciplinary sanctions (Art. 103, 97 and 98).

H. Exceptions as regards procedure

Before the opening of the trial, the Protecting Power, the 
country of origin and the prisoners' representative shall be 
notified of judicial proceedings instituted (Art. 104);

rights of defence (Art. 105);

qualified lawyer chosen by the accused or appointed by the 
court (Art. 105); facilities for defence (Art. 105);

interpreter and assistance of afriend (Art. 105);

particulars of charge(s) shall be communicated to accused and 
to counsel for defence (Art. 105);

time limits (Art. 105);

presence of Protecting Power at the trial (exceptionally in 
camera) (Art. 105);

penitentia 

premises :

(Art. 87-88)

relief :

(Art. 108) 
i



sentences to be communicated to Protecting Power, prisoners' 
representative and prisoner of war (Art. 107);

Protecting Power to be notified in cases of final conviction 
(Art. 107).

2. Disciplinary Sanctions

Assimilation of infractions punishable by disciplinary 
sanctions (Art. 82). Exceptions for unforeseen cases (Art. 82) andibr 
the special case of escapes (Art. 91 to 94). General exception 
applicable to penalties which are inhuman, brutal or detrimental 
to health (Art. 89).

Art. 89 to 98 to be applied irrespective of regulations in 
theArmy of Detaining Power.

Note : All measures listed in IV should be taken, or, at least 
provided for in time of peace, so that they may be put into force 
on the outbreak of hostilities.


