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Outline of the Japanese Red Cross Society

The Japanese Red Cross Society was organized
in the name of the Philanthropic Society in Tokyo
in May, 1877 with Senator Tsunetami Sane and
Senator Yuzuru Ogyu as founders, and concerned
itself with nursing the sick and wounded soldiers
of the Civil War which was being fought in Kyu
shu. It was only 14 years after the International
Committee of the Red Cross was born in Switzer
land through the efforts of Henry Dunant. Before
materializing the idea of the establishment of the
Society, Senator Sano had travelled twice in
Europe and learned of the Red Cross. In 1886,
following the Japan’s adherence to the Geneva
Convention of 1864, the Philanthropic Society
changed its name to the Japanese Red Cross So
ciety and joined the International Red Cross. As
early as 1890 the Society, seeing the need for or
ganizing hospitals for the purpose of training
nurses for the relief works in case of disaster and
war, built the first Red Cross Hospital in Tokyo.
During the wars in which Japan took part, in
cluding the Sino-Japanese War, the Russo-Japa
nese War, the World War I and the Pacific War,
the Japanese Red Cross Society devoted its all
energies to the relief of sick and wounded sol
diers. It is noteworthy that the Society sent
nurses and medical teams to Great Britain,
France and Russia during the World War I to
assist relief activities of these countries.
Relief work was extended in connection with

the eruption of Mt. Bandai in 1888. It was the
first peacetime activity conducted by the Society
in its history. Since then the Japanese Red Cross
Society has steadily broadened the scope of its
disaster relief activities both at home and abroad.
In 1906 relief money was raised and sent for the
relief of sufferers from the earthquake and con
flagration in San Francisco. This was the So
ciety’s first example of disaster relief on the inter
national level.
In 1919 the “ League of Red Cross Societies”
was founded at the instance of Britain, France,
Italy, the United States and Japan.
In 1934 the XVth International Red Cross Con
ference was held in Tokyo, first time in the
Orient.
After the Pacific War, the Japanese Red Cross
Society, along with the efforts for reconstructing
the organization, engaged itself in repatriating
more than 35,000 Japanese nationals from abroad
and foreigners left in Japan with the assistance
of the sister Societies of China, U.S.S.R., Demo
cratic People’s Republic of Korea and Democratic
Republic of Vietnam as well as the International
Committee of the Red Cross.
In 1952 the “ Japanese Red Cross Society’s
Law” was promulgated and in the following year
Japan adhered to the Geneva Conventions of
1949.
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Japanese Red Cross Society’s National
Headquarters in Tokyo

Red Cross Centenary and the Following Years

Throughout the year 1963, the Centenary of the
Red Cross was celebrated all over the world on
both international and national levels. The Japa
nese Red Cross Society on its part organized the
“ Red Cross Centenary Committee in Japan” to
celebrate that memorable year, and the following
commemorative programmes were held with the
cooperation of presses, broadcasting agencies and
the authorities concerned:
The Red Cross Centenary Parade
The National Convention of Water Safety
The National Convention of Junior Red Cross
The National Meeting of Representatives of

Red Cross Volunteers
The Red Cross Centenary Commemoration
and the Memorial Service
Commemorative Cigarette
Commemorative Postage Stamp
The Poster Contest
The Photo Contest
The TV Scenario Contest
The National Calligraphy Contest
The Contest of the Essays on the Geneva
Conventions
The Red Cross History Exhibition,
The Red Cross Day was celebrated with an im3

Japanese Red Cross Delegation at
the Centenary Congress of the
International Red Cross, Geneva,
August-September 1963

Japanese Red Cross Tourist Party
at Solferino, Italy, September 1963

pressive ceremony at which Their Majesties the
Emperor and the Empress, T.I.H. the Princesses
and also a number of leading personalities in
cluding the Prime Minister and other ministers
were present.
Another great event of 1963 was the Centenary
Congress of the International Red Cross. The
Japanese Red Cross Society sent a delegation of
five members and four observers headed by the
ex-President T. Shimadzu. They attended at the
five Committees of Expert, the XXVIIth session
of the Board of Governors of the League of Red
Cross Societies and the session of the Council of
Delegates. At this session of the Board of Gov
ernors the resolution on the suspension of nuclear
arms tests proposed by the Japanese Red Cross
Society was adopted.
On the other hand the Society organized a tour
o f 118 leading figures of the Red Cross in Japan,
to join the International Festival of the Red Cross
Centenary held in Geneva. They left Japan on 3rd
of September and after three days visited the Red
Cross monument in Solferino, the cradle of the
Red Cross. After the Festival they travelled in
Britain, Switzerland, Italy, Germany (West),
France, Denmark and Luxembourg, and paid a
4

Relief Team at Tokyo Olympics,
October 1964

visit to the National Societies of these countries.
In 1964, the 18th Olympiad was held in Tokyo.
The Japanese Red Cross Society had charge of
medical care and Red Cross first aid stations were
placed at the Olympic Villages and the Olympic
stadiums and grounds. Some 400 relief personnel
were provided against emergencies for three
months. After that, the International Games for
the Disabled (the Paralympics) were held also in
Tokyo and the Junior Red Cross graduates served
as interpreters for handicapped athletes from all
over the world.
On 13th February,
1965,
President T.
Shimadzu who had
rendered remarkable
services to the cause
of the Red Cross for
35 years resigned his
post in favour of Mr.
Jitsuzo Kawanishi.

Mr. J. Kawanishi, President
of the Japanese Red Cross
Society

ACTIVITIES
Disaster Relief
After the end of the Pacific War, the disaster
relief took the place of wartime relief activities
and is now one of the leading features of the
Society’s works. Especially, with the enforce
ment of the National Disastre Relief Law in Oc
tober, 1947, the Society is under the legal obliga
tion of taking charge of the medical relief in time
of disaster and acting as an agent to coordinate
disaster relief activities of private organizations
and work as a liaison among them.
Among Japanese Red Cross relief activities
conducted after the second half of 1963 there are
such big occasions as the train accident at
Tsurumi, heavy snowfall in the eastern part of
Honshu, earthquake in Niigata, heavy rainfall in
the eastern and northwestern parts of Honshu,
and conflagrations at Kagoshima and Oshima.
Many other disasters in other parts of Japan
called for Japanese Red Cross relief, and each
time the Society participated in sending aid in
cash, kind and personnel for the victims of these
disasters.

Relief team at work— Train ac
cident near Tokyo, November 1963
Relief Goods stored against Disasters
1963

1962
Blankets
Shirts
Towels
Toilet goods
Clothes
Daily necessaries
School things
Others

55,136
62,496
70,302
39,183
48,982
22,445
3,900 packets
8,274

37,958
27,591
45,866
68,305
13,505
3,777
701packets
30

Red Cross Relief Activities during 1962-1963

Number of cases
Number of relief teams dispatched
Number of relief personnel
dispatched
Number of patients treated

1962

1963

3,798
7,347

3,297
6,898

14,476
146,969

15,947
134,112

Collection of Money and Goods for Disaster Relief
1963

1962
Relief Money
Relief Goods

¥59,314,662
¥50,834,555
47,456 packages 6,794 packages

Relief Articles Distributed
1962
Number of relief goods
493,129
distributed (clothes, medical
supplies, daily necessaries,
school articles, etc.)
Value
¥45,745,479

1963
134,623

¥28,519,874

Relief Teams and Personnel

Relief teams
Standing relief personnel
Supplementary relief personnel
Reserve relief personnel
On-the-spot medical relief teams
On-the-spot medical relief personnel
Relief personnel with special
technique

1962

1963

441
4,026
2,530
3,105
5,842
19,407

436
3,930
2,747
3,004
6,740
17,527

1,276

986

Disaster Relief Equipment

Ambulance
Automobile
Generator
Life-saving boat
Filter
Stretcher
Tent
Folding bed

1962

1963

187
144
156
44
94
1,054
656
1,956

224
174
160
42
41
1,121
803
2,150
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Medical Activities
Japanese Red Cross hospitals which were origi
nally built for the purpose of training relief per
sonnel against the case of disaster or war have
also played a pioneering role in the medical
world of Japan. Particularly, the Atomic-bomb
Hospitals in Hiroshima and Nagasaki are unique
examples taking care of the patients who are
suffering from direct or indirect effects of the
atomic-bomb explosions in these cities.
Along with the general medical examination
and treatment of patients, Japanese Red Cross
hospitals are engaged in disaster relief activities,
training nurses, organizing mobile clinics and
medico-social activities. The following table
shows the number of existing medical installa
tions.
Medical Installations
1962
Hospital
Branch Hospital
Clinic
Maternity Hospital
Blood Center
Number of beds
Outpatients
(Per day)
Inpatients
(Per day)

93
7
33
3
31
28,194
10,359,308
28,382
7,329,641
20,081

1963
93
6
23
3
28
30,219
11,814,024
32,367
8,945,930
24,509

Infantile Paralysis Center, Tokyo
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Operating Room

Activities of Mobile Clinics

Number of days opened
Number of places visited
Number of patients treated
Personnel engaged

1962

1963

1,759
1,623
203,013
11,421

963
851
64,900
5,560

Mobile Clinic

Blood Programme
In May, 1949 the Japanese Red Cross Society,
wishing to start blood transfusion programme for
the benefit of the public at large, conferred with
the representatives of the Japan Medical Associa
tion, Welfare Ministry and other interested bodies
on this question. It was decided that the Society
should take an active responsibility for the pro
motion of the planning of blood programme. In
accordance with this decision, the Blood Trans
fusion Planning Committee was formed in July,
1949, and it commenced to materialize its plans.
Dr. K. Kato, Director of the Tokyo Medical
University Hospital, was invited by the American
National Red Cross to the United States from
September, 1949 to February, 1950 to study and
observe the actual blood transfusion programme.
With the kind donation of necessary supplies by
the American National Red Cross, the first Japa
nese Red Cross blood bank was opened in Tokyo
in April, 1952. However, the deficiency of blood
supply induced the idea of selling blood, and
selling of blood by needy people posed a social
problem. In a keen competition with commercial
blood banks, the Society was charged with an im
portant mission to set blood programme in Japan
in the right direction.

In 1960 the Society launched the so-called “ Red
Cross Brotherly Love Blood Campaign” for the
first time. The Campaign has been conducted
every September and contributed a great deal in
spreading the idea of blood donation. In 1961,
along with the Campaign, the Society started a
“ Six-year Plan” , and since then it has made
efforts in realizing the ideal of having one blood
bank and one bloodmobile in each Chapter. As
of August, 1965 there are 44 blood centres and 45
bloodmobiles in service. In 1961 the “ Regulations
for the Japanese Red Cross Blood Banks” was
formulated.
In 1964 several incidents caused by purchased
blood attracted the attention of the general pub
lic, and in August of the same year, at a Cabinet
meeting this problem was taken up and it was
decided that the Japanese Red Cross Society
should take necessary steps to further blood do
nation campaign. Coping with the determination
of the Cabinet meeting, the Society raised the
Blood Programme Section in the National Head
quarters to the rank of a Department, changed
the name of ‘Blood Banks’ to ‘Blood Centres’ and
thus took the first step towards the improvement
of the Blood Programme. The Society stopped
purchasing blood in 1964.

Blood Programme
1963

1962
Number of people received
Donors ...............................................................................
Sellers .................................................................................
Number of people qualified
Donors ...............................................................................
Sellers ............................... .................................................
Quantity of blood collected
Blood donated ................................................................
Blood purchased
..........................................................
Quantity of purchased preserved blood .........................

30,894 persons
rr
56,187
26,915
45,130

rr
rr

5,132,900 cc
16,064,700 cc
5,619,700 cc

36,843 persons
rr
64,140
67,301
56,376

"
rr

13,299,140 CC
11,392,000 cc
19,557,000 cc

Result of the Red Cross Brotherly Love Blood Campaign (Sept.. 1-30)
1962
Number of donors ...........................................
Quantity of blood collected ....................................
Donors registered
..................................
Those whose blood type tested ...........................

4,398 persons
846,930 cc
20,132 persons
rr
105,277

1963
6,765 persons
1,321,780 cc
143,890 persons
rr
41,943

Training of Nurses
For the purpose of maintaining relief personnel
and raising the standard of nursing in our coun
try, the Society has been making utmost efforts
in training nurses. The training begun in 1890,
the number of nurses trained has amounted to
52,005. The training system which had been left
to the competence of local governments was
regulated in 1948 by a new law with a view to
raising the standard of nurses in Japan.
Now in 1965, 36 Red Cross nurse training
schools are authorized as such by the Welfare
Minister in conformity with the law, and one Red
Cross Junior College of Nursing by the Ministry
of Education in conformity with the Fundamental
Law of Education.
Number of Students

First Year
Second Year
Third Year
Total

left:

1963

667
642
749

791
658
639

2,058

2,088

Graduation Ceremony of a Nursing School

below left:
below right:
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1962

Study
Consultation by a medico-social nurse

THE T H R E E BIG C O U R SE S
Home Nursing Course
The Red Cross Home Nursing Course was
started in 1947 for the purpose of developing
within the homes of the general public such
nursing methods as the bed-side care, the care of
pregnant women and new ¿mothers, technique and
knowledge necessary for (fluid care, and methods
of general health preservation. The following
table shows the number of Red Cross instructors
trained and the general public who received certi
ficates after attending home nursing courses.
1962
Number of trainees
7,334
Unit a
737
Unit b
Number of qualified instructors
17
Unit a
7
Unit b
50 769
Short-term trainees

1963
7,480
685

Home Nursing Course

80
0
40,972

First Aid and Water Safety Courses
After the pattern of the American Red Cross
First Aid and Water Safety, the Society established a concrete system of its safety services in
1947-48. These courses are given not only for
the general public but for the policemen, firemen,
railroad men and members <)f the Self-Defence
Forces. The following figures show the numbers
of those trained.
First Aid

Water Safety Course

Number of courses held
Trainees
Instructors qualified
Life savers qualified
Short-term courses
Number of courses held
Number of trainees

1962

1963

154
7,149
236
4,591

2,542
7,876
189
5,145

318
23,528

334
28,650

First Aid Course
Number of courses held
Number of trainees
Instructors qualified
First aiders qualified
Short-term courses
Number of courses held
Number of trainees

1962

1963

570
16,973
505
13,586

497
19,204
671
14,430

784
52,115

923
58,616

Water Safety
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Junior Red Cross
In 1922 the Japanese Junior Red Cross was
started as a junior section of the parent society
of Japan. In 1948, after the Pacific War it was
reconstructed under the new educational policy to
be run by the children themselves in more demo
cratic way and more as in-school-movement, but
with the least difference in its principles from the
Junior Red Cross in other countries.
The Junior Red Cross members render the fol
lowing services.
1. Blood service— High school members above 16
give their blood regularly. As they have school
on weekdays, Red Cross blood transfusion
centre is kept opened specially for them on the
first Sunday of each month. They also enlist
to keep ready and give their blood in case of
emergency.
2. Disaster preparedness and production services
— These services prepare 1) Disaster Neces
sity Rag made of a Japanese towel which con
tains a soap, a tooth paste, tissue paper, pen
cils, a note-book or a pad, a sewing kit, canned
food with a can-opener, etc.; 2) Clothes,
Babies’ Wear, Under Wears and Soft Toys
made in the home economics classes or 3)
White Canes for the Blind and other products,
made in the workshop of technical schools.
3. Nursing, water safety and first aid services—
Training in these 3 Red Cross traditional skills
is popular among high school students.
4. Community service— 1) Hospital service for
the orthopedic wards or children’s. Members
are organized in groups of five or s ix ; they go
to the hospital every day except Sunday with
each group once a week. 2) Services to the
homes for the aged and the orphans. 3) Getwell-cards (cards with wishes for quick re
covery to be sent to patients). They are pre
pared after the model of Dutch Junior Red
Cross but purely in Japanese style and painted
by children in the art class. 4) Braille trans
lation service and reading service for the
blind.
5. International services— 1)
10

Exchange of al

bums, arts and crafts like ‘ Origami’, paper
folding and dressing dolls or doll making; 2)
Service to the children of developing coun
tries; 3) Translation service for exchange
albums; 4) Hostess service for visitors from
other countries to receive them at the airport
or to help them shop and tou r; 5) Oral English
lesson by tape with American schools’ help, a
privilege of Junior Red Cross high school
members to send a tape with their English
text-book to American schools in Japan
through the Red Cross to be tape-recorded in
their speech class; 6) Sister-school-project be
tween Sister Cities.
6. Fund-raising and public information— 1)
Junior Red Cross service fund was started in
1959. Child members speak at the Parent
Teacher Association about the meaning of the
Fund to get more adult people involved in the
Red Cross programs with more interest. 2)
Membership drive by involvement of parents
and non-Red Cross community people and or
ganizations in the Junior Red Ci*oss move
ment. 3) 3-day training institutes for school
teachers and principals are organized as often
as possible on chapter, area and national
levels, for they are the real key persons of
Junior Red Cross. 4) Good relationship with
the Government by holding the national in
stitute for school visiting supervisors of the
local government for 4 days annually. 5)
Coordination and cooperation among non-Red
Cross organizations through the National

Taking care of the saplings of cypress donated
in 1959 by the Italian Red Cross

Council of Youth Organizations, the RoundTable Conference of Youth Organizations by
the Social Education Section, Ministry of
Education, the Central Council of Youth Prob
lems by the Prime Minister’s Office, and the
National Commission of UNESCO.
Recruitment and training of the members of
Junior Red Cross are continuous, especially
through the following four approaches:
1. For Children— Leadership Training Centre
for 3-7 days either on chapter, area, or na
tional level.
2. For teachers— Study Institute for 2-5 days
either on chapter, area, or national level.
3. For chapter staff— Training Course for three
days on national level.
4. For the public (PTA, Women’s Club, etc.) —
Orientation Course for half a day, with visual
aids.
The training centre has been proving very
significant since its beginning in 1948.
The number of Junior Red Cross members is
shown below:
Elementary school children
Junior high school children
Senior high school children
Total
Number of Schools
Elementary schools
Junior high schools
Senior high schools
Total

1962
363,648
388,746
54,757

1963
404,778
437,275
74,751

806,969

916,804

1,338
917
805

1,662
1,051
1,011

3,060

3,724

Mothers’ patrol for protecting children against
water accidents

Red Cross Volunteer Services
Volunteer services are indispensable for the
Red Cross in conducting its activities, and service
groups are already organized in areas covering
about 70% of the whole country. They are or
ganized in regional communities on the one hand
and in schools and professional groups on the
other. In the latter case, they are composed of
students of universities and colleges, young
workers and persons with special skills, and they
render services such as braille translation service,
reading service for the blind, massage service for
the handicapped, entertainment service for the
aged or sick, language service for foreigners, etc.
In 1963, in commemoration of the Red Cross
Centenary, a group of amateur pilots volunteered
their services to the Japanese Red Cross Society,
thus enabling us to organize the “ Red Cross
Flying Corps” . The volunteer pilots are ready for
the transportation of emergency cases, dropping
of medicines and relief supplies to isolated dis
aster spots, patrol along seacoasts, etc. Number
of volunteers and volunteer groups are shown
below:
1962
General Volunteer Service
2,556
Groups
4,777,421
Volunteers
Special Volunteer Service
205
Groups
17,491
Volunteers
Youth Volunteer Service
59
Groups
4,296
Volunteers
Students Volunteer Service
31
Groups
1,861
Volunteers
Red Cross Nurse Training School
21
Groups
566
Volunteers
Braille Translation Service
17
Groups
2,016
Volunteers
Entertainment Service
19
Groups
1,191
Volunteers
Others
58
Groups
7,561
Volunteers

1963
2,423
4,519,353
220
18,323
61
4,490
39
2,475
26
724
18
1,885
16
865
38
5,680
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IN TER N ATIO N AL ACTIVITIES
International Relief Activities
In the field of relief, mutual help among Na
tional Societies both in time of peace and war is
a prime concern of the Red Cross. Relief ac
tivities of the Japanese Red Cross Society on the
international level started in 1906 when it con
tributed relief funds totaling some 151,158 U.S.
dollars to the American National Red Cross on
behalf of the victims of the San Francisco earth
quake and conflagration. Since then the Society
has extended its international relief in both cash
and kind, and up to 1965 the relief has been given
to more than 30 countries. The relief goods and
funds sent after the end of the Pacific War
amount to nearly $278,888. While in the same
period about $1,137,653 of cash and 1,300,000
items of relief goods were received by the Society
from sister Societies abroad on behalf of the vic
tims of such disasters as the flood in Western
Japan (1953), flood in Central Japan (1957),
Typhoon Ise Bay (1959), tidal wave due to earth
quake in Chile (1961), Niigata earthquake
(1964), conflagration on Oshima Island (1965),
etc.
Relief was extended:
In 1962:

About $21,388 to Laos

(refugees),

In 1963:

Philippines (cholera), Formosa (chol
era), Iran (earthquake), Pakistan
(flood), India (flood) and Thailand
(cyclone).
About $4,000 to Yemen (internal con

In 1964:

flict) , Republic of Korea (typhoon)
and Yugoslavia (earthquake) ; Vita
min tablets— value $1,000— to Indo
nesia (volcanic eruption) and food
stuffs— value $5,555,555— to the Re
public of Korea.
$2,000 to U.S.A. (Alaska earthquake),
$2,300 and also $2,778 to Yemen (in
ternal conflict), $1,000 to the Republic
of Korea (flood), $2,000 to Yugoslavia
(flood) and $3,000 to Vietnam (flood).
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In 1965:

$1,000 to Cyprus (conflict), $1,000 to
Algeria (earthquake) and $1,000 to
Pakistan (cyclone). 10,100 blankets
to Republic of Korea (flood), 1,000
blankets to League’s Warehouse in
Hongkong.
The Empress Shôken Fund

This Fund was established with the sum of
100,000 Yen presented by the Empress Shôken to
the International Red Cross on the occasion of the
IXth International Red Cross Conference (Wash
ington) to promote peacetime programmes of the
Red Cross. The Fund was increased to 200,000
Yen by a further donation of 100,000 Yen from
Her Majesty the Empress and the Late Empress
Dowager Teimei on the occasion of the XVth
International Red Cross Conference held in To
kyo in 1934. Again, on the occasion of the Cente
nary of the foundation of the Red Cross in 1963
with the 50th memorial day of the passing away
of the Empress Shôken in the following year,
H.M. the Empress added graciously the donation
of 3,600,000 Yen ($10,000) to the Fund.
In 1920 the Fund was transferred from the
Japanese Red Cross Society to the International
Committee of the Red Cross and is now adminis
tered jointly by the International Committee and
the League of Red Cross Societies.
The revenues from the interest of the Fund are
distributed each year on April 11, the memorial
day of the passing of the Empress Shôken, among
National Red Cross Societies for their disaster
relief work and prevention or elimination of
tuberculosis and other contagious diseases as well
as for the training of nurses.
Since the establishment of the Fund in 1912
up to the 44th distribution in 1965, the amount
of 722,500 Swiss Francs was distributed among
59 National Societies. Distributions of the last
few years were made as follows :
1962 Bolivian Red Cross
Sw.Fr. 3,000
As a contribution towards X-ray equip-

ment for its Maternal and Infant Health
Centre in La Paz
Indian Red Cross
Sw.Fr. 2,000
To purchase a sterilizer for its Blood
Bank in New Delhi
Liberian Red Cross
Sw.Fr. 3,500
As a contribution towards the purchase
of an ambulance
Togolese Red Cross
Sw.Fr. 8,500

1963

As a contribution towards the purchase
of an ambulance
Burmese Red Cross
Sw.Fr. 4,000
To complete the equipment of the Blood
Bank in Rangoon
Republic of Korea
Red Cross
Sw.Fr. 5,000
As a contribution towards X-ray equip

1964

1965

ment for its hospital in In-Chon
Sierra Leone Red Cross Sw.Fr. 10,000
As a contribution for the purchase of a
Land Rover
Congolese Red Cross
As a contribution for
jeep ambulance
Syrian Red Crescent
For the purchase of
collection of blood

Sw.Fr. 10,000
the purchase of a

H.M. the Empress, Honorary President of the
Society conferring Florence Nightingale Me
dals to the three Japanese winners, Tokyo,
June 1965

presentation ceremony held at the National Head
quarters of the Society on June 26, 1965.
Repatriation of Koreans residing in Japan
to the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea

Sw.Fr. 12,000
a vehicle for the

The Florence Nightingale Medal
This Medal is awarded every two years by the
International Committee of the Red Cross to dis
tinguished nurses of the whole world.
Since the foundation of the Medal in 1920, 44
Japanese nurses, of whom 38 are Japanese Red
Cross nurses, have been awarded the Medals.
The 19th Award in 1963 were made to Miss Yae
Abe, Miss Mitsu Yoshino and Miss Kiyo Kawashima. On June 26 of that year they were dec
orated with the Medals by H.M. the Empress,
Honorary President of the Japanese Red Cross
Society, in person at the National Headquarters
of the Society.
At the 20th Award in 1965, three Red Cross
nurses, namely Miss Kikuyo Uchiyama, Miss Kiyo
Ushioda and Miss Kise Makita, were presented
with the Medals by H.M. the Empress at the

In December, 1959, with the cooperation of the
International Committee of the Red Cross, the
repatriation of Koreans residing in Japan to the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea started in
accordance with the Agreement concluded be
tween the Red Cross Society of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea and the Japanese Red
Cross Society. Since the governments of both
countries have not recognized each other, the re
patriation based on this Agreement is the only
channel between the two countries at present.
At the beginning the number of returnees
averaged a thousand a week, but it began to show
gradual decrease in 1961, and now there are only
around 200 returnees a month. So far 83,813 peo
ple have returned to the Democratic People’s Re
public of Korea in total.
Number of Repatriates
1962
1963
1964
1965
(Jan.-July)

3,497
2,567
1,822
1,148
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Travelling Clinics in the Southeast Asia
In 1960 the Japanese Government requested the
Japanese Red Cross Society, an international or
ganization with substantial experiences in medical
activities, to cooperate to the operation for the
development of Southeast Asia within the frame
work of the Colombo Plan. Coping with the re
quest of the Government, the Society launched a
special fund-raising campaign and the first
travelling clinic was organized and despatched to
Indonesia in 1961.
The second team was sent to Thailand in 1962.
The third team travelled in Burma for four
months in 1963 in a clinicmobile equipped with
the most up-to-date surgical instruments and Xray equipment, and treated 22,700 patients, Xrayed 26,600 persons and conducted 40 opera
tions. The fourth team was sent to Indonesia in
1964 and the travelling clinic was opened for four

Mr. Samuel A. Gonard, President of the In
ternational Committee of the Red Cross, visit
ing atomic desease sufferers in Hiroshima Red
Cross Hospital, May 1965

months in the island of Bali.

Important Visitors from Abroad
1963

In May H.M. the Queen Sirikit of Thailand
paid a visit to the Babies Home of the Japanese
Red Cross Maternity Hospital in Tokyo. The
Honorary Membership Medal and the Golden
Order of Merit were conferred by H.M. the Em
press, Honorary President of the Japanese Red
Cross Society.
In November Mrs. Liibke, wife of the President
of the Federal Republic of Germany, also paid a
visit to the same Babies Home. The Golden Order
of Merit was presented to her.
1964

In January H.M. the Queen Fabiola of Belgium
paid a visit to the Babies Home of the Japanese
Red Cross Maternity Hospital in Tokyo. The
Honorary Membership Medal and the Golden
Order of Merit were conferred by H.M. the Em
press, Honorary President of the Japanese Red
Cross Society.
In February General James Collins, now Pres
ident of the American National Red Cross, visited
the Headquarters of the Japanese Red Cross So14

ciety prior to his assumption of the present post.
In April H.I.H. the Princess Shams Pahlavi,
President of the Iranian Red Lion and Sun So
ciety, paid a visit to the Babies Home of the Japa
nese Red Cross Maternity Hospital in Tokyo. The
Medal of Honorary Membership were conferred.
In June H.M. the Raja Permaisuri Agong of
Malaysia paid a visit to the Japanese Red Cross
Maternity Hospital in Tokyo. The Golden Order
of Merit and the Honorary Membership Medal
were conferred by H.M. the Empress, Honorary
President of the Japanese Red Cross Society.
1965

In May President Samuel A. Gonard of the
International Committee of the Red Cross visited
Japan together with Mrs. Gonard and Mr. JeanPierre Maunoir of the International Committee
of the Red Cross at the invitation of the Japanese
Red Cross Society, and made a trip to Niigata,
Hiroshima and Kyoto to see Red Cross activities
in these districts. President Gonard was confer
red with the Golden Special Membership Medal
and the Golden Order of Merit of the Japanese
Red Cross Society.

Finance
Society’s funds are mainly composed of mem
bership dues and general contributions. Although
the financial position of the Society has shown
gradual recovery from the impoverished condi
tion soon after the War, the total income in 1964
is still 90% of that in 1936 when the currency
value was most stable throughout the pre-war
years.
Year

Total Income

Total Expenditure

1962
1963
1964

¥18,698,154,164
21,502,365,369
27,731,357,353

¥18,111,237,997
20,591,616,149
26,192,682,660

1947, 48 and 49 but, since 1950, the campaign to
collect members has been conducted in the month
of May, in commemoration of the International
Red Cross Day of May 8 and the Anniversary of
the Society of May 1.
The members of the Society are of three
classes:
1. Honorary Members— members of Japanese
and foreign Imperial or Royal Families;
2. Special Members— those who have been
recommended as such by the Board of
Councillors on account of the assistance
they have rendered either to the work or
to the funds of the Society;
3.

Membership
The funds necessary for operating the Society’s
activities had consisted chiefly of members’ fixed
subscriptions, but, to meet the financial difficulties
after the war, the Society carried out the annual
fund-raising campaign since 1947. It was con
ducted through the month of October in the years

Regular Members— individuals or juridical
persons who make an annual subscription
of more than ¥100.
Number of members (special members in
cluded) is as follow s:
1962

Individual members
(Special members
Juridical members
(Special members)

1963

1964

7,501,631 8,049,891 8,292,123
(703,206)
(939,604) (941,973)
84,684
97,652 116,818
(20,362)
(25,433)
(29,652)

Japanese Red Cross Society’s General Assembly of Dele
gates and Awarding Ceremony— H.M. the Empress,
Honorary President of the Society, middle in the back
row, Tokyo, March 1965
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Japanese Red Cross Flying Corps
carrying emergency blood for
transfusion

