
CZ
EC

H
O

SL
O

VA
K 

RE
D

 C
RO

SS



RED CROSS - PRAGUE



. to proclaim again our faith in 
basic human rights, the dignity 
and the value of human perso
nality, in equal rights for men 
and women, and large and small 
nations . . .
C H A R T E R  O F  T H E  U N IT E D  N A T IO N S  O R G A N IZ A T IO N

C Z E C H O S L O V A K  R E D  C R O S S



DAS TSCH ECH O SLO V A KISCH E ROTE KREU Z

schaft bri

bessten Sinne verpflichtet die Gastgeber 
rationalen Konferenz des Roten Kreuzes 

Irreichische Volk und die Staatsvertreter 
|k — herzlich zu begrüssen. Im Sinne 
irschaft und der wirklichen Freund- 

das Tschechoslovakische Rote Kreuz 
nicht nur die Gefühle seiner Mitglieder, sondern des 
gesamten tschechoslovakischen Volkes zum Aussdruck, 
indem es den Gastgebern der X X . internationalen 
Konferenz des Roten Kreuzes viel Glück und Ergolge 
für die ganze Zukunft des Friedens und der Prosperi
tät wünscht.



LA CRO IX-RO U G E TSCH ÉCO SLO V A Q U E

se fait un devoir d’adresser ses saluts très cordiaux aux 
hôtes de la XXèm e Conférence internationale de la 
Croix-Rouge, c’est à dire aux citoyens de la République 
Fédérale d’Autriche et notamment aux habitants de 
sa capitale splendide — Vienne. Guidée par l’esprit 
du bon voisinage et d’une amitié sincère la Croix — 
Rouge tchécoslovaque exprime les sentiments non 
seulement de ses adhérents, mais du peuple tchéco
slovaque tout entier en souhaitant aux hôtes de la 
XXèm e Conférance internationale de la Croix-Rouge 
beaucoup de bonheur et de succès pour l’avenir de 
Paix et de prospérité.



TH E CZECH O SLO V A K  RED CROSS

considers it a pleasant duty to express its sincere 
greetings to the hosts of the X X th  International 
Conference of the Red Cross — to the people and the 
representatives of the Austrian Federal Republic and 
to the citizens of the beautiful city od Vienna. In 
a spirit of good neighbourliness and real friendship, 
the Czechoslovak Red Cross wishes the hosts of the 
X X th  International Conference of the Red Cross 
much happiness, success and prosperity in the future on 
behalf of its members and of all Czechoslovak people.







Per pacem ad humanitatem 100
Two years ago our world movement of the Red Cross celebrated the first 
centenary of its beginning. The emblem, characterizing this anniversary, 
reads: ’’Per humanitatem ad pacem”. The decision to adopt this slogan 
was taken in 1961, at the XXVIth Session of the Council of the Governors, 
in Prague, Czechoslovakia.
Slogans are generally laconic expressions of ideas or programmes and the 
slogan marking the 100th anniversary of the foundation of the Red Cross 
expressed one of the noblest and the most beautiful of ideas. It was 
a credo professed in principle by all philosophical minds, unless they 
are in conflict with the very essence of human life — the will to live and 
the search for happiness.
Millions of posters, leaflets and other means of propaganda spread this 
slogan two years ago to practically all parts of the world. And everywhere 
this symbol was received with respect and sympathy.



It is not disrespect which makes us use it today in the reversed wording. Just the contrary. The 
demand ’’per pacem ad humanitatem” is only a logical extension of the original slogan, an elabo
ration of the original idea. Peace in its consequences is not only the essence, but a prerequisite of 
human life.

Without peace there can be no humanity, happiness, health, welfare, education, or full, dignified 
human life. Without peace — the basic prerequisite of all human progress — we cannot speak of 
the meaning of the term ’’humanitas”.

Four years ago more than one and a half million hearts of the members of the Czechoslovak Red 
Cross sincerely welcomed the slogan ’’per humanitatem ad pacem” and today we again welcome 
the coming X X th  International Conference of the Red Cross with the sincere wish 
that a general, just and lasting peace should provide a firm basis for the realization 
of all the decisions passed by the Conference — for the well-being of mankind:

Per pacem ad humanitatem - 
-ad maiorem vitae humanae dignitatem



Non omnis moriar . . .

At the beginning of this year, on January 19th, a tragic car accident 
ended the life of the President of the Czechoslovak Red Cross, 
Frantisek Janouch, M.D. Dr. Janouch was killed while returning 
from a business trip, literally in the midst of his remarkable work 
for the development of the Red Cross movement. Unfinished 
notes of his ideas and suggestions, which he wished to present at 
the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross, were left on 
his desk. The Czechoslovak Red Cross will always remember the 
noble personality of the great humanist, Dr. Frantisek Janouch, and 
pay him the respect that is his by right.





The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring assistance 
without discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, 
endeavours — in its international and national capacity - 
to prevent and alleviate human suffering wherever it may 
be found. Its purpose is to protect life and health, and 
to ensure respect for the human being. It promotes 
mutual understanding, friendship, co-operation and lasting 
peace amongst all peoples.

Princip le of humanity

The International Societies of the Red Cross have been three times awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize for their activity carried out in the spirit of this 
principle.



W e  meet at the X X th  International Conference of the Red Cross in order to discuss the con

temporary problems of our movement, to consider the extent and the importance of the present 

tasks and to adopt resolutions regarding their solution. However, a resolution is of no value unless 

it is consistently carried out, strictly in the spirit and according to the intentions on which it is 

based. The Czechoslovak Red Cross therefore considers it correct to give a public account of the 

methods whereby the resolution passed at the X IX th  International Conference, held in New 

Delhi in October and November 1957, was realized.



THE XIXth IN TERN ATIO N AL C O N FER EN CE OF THE RED CROSS

. . . guided by the humanitarian spirit which the associations composing 
it have so frequently shown during recent similar situations, 
makes an urgent appeal to the world for similar efforts to be made on 
behalf of the Algerian refugees.

(RESOLUTION XI)

A great success has been recorded since the last 
International Conference of the Red Cross — the 
war in Algeria ended and the sad problem of Al
gerian fugitives is no longer with us. Yet it seems 
that the suffering has not ended. The natural di
saster which struck the Algerian town of M’Silla 
has again shaken the conscience of all who have for 
years sympathized with the hard-tried Algerian 
people.
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THE XIXth INTERNATIO NAL CO N FEREN CE OF THE RED CROSS

. . . appeals once again to all the countries of the world, to accept the prin
ciple that war is no solution to any problem and thereby pledge themselves 
to renounce it,
to intensify their efforts to bring about general disarmament, 
particularly to adopt measures which will at all times effectively protect 
humanity from the terrible consequences of the use of incendiary, chemical, 
bacteriological, radioactive or other such agents.

(RESOLUTION XVIII)

A thousand years old proverb “ Si vis pacem, para 
bellum” is nothing but a sophism, a contradiction 
in itself. Preparation for war, the threat or fear 
of war have never been and cannot be the basis of 
a lasting and just peace. This logical truth, unani
mously emphasized by the resolution passed by 
the XIXth International Conference of the Red 
Cross, is today advocated by the majority of res
ponsible statesmen and prominent personalities.

SI VIS PACEM -  PARA PACEM

As an example we may invoke the voice of the 
holder of the Nobel Peace Prize, Albert Schweitzer, 
or His Holiness, Pope Paul VI.

The Law Concerning the Protection of Peace was 
passed in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic as 
early as 1952. And the new Penal Code, passed by 
the National Assembly on November 29th, 1961, 
contains the following articles in its Chapter X :



1. Whoever a) orders the use of a forbidden weapon or b) uses such a means, in war or 
a fighting situation, will be punished with deprivation of liberty for a term of from two to
seven years.
2. The culprit will be deprived of liberty for a term of from five to fifteen years or will be 
sentenced to death if his act, mentioned in § 1, has a serious consequence.

------ §263---------------------------------------
1. Who at the time of war violates the provisions of the international law by treating in an 
inhuman way defenceless civilians, refugees, wounded persons or members of armed forces 
who have surrendered their arms, or prisoners-of-war, will be punished with deprivation 
of liberty for a term of from three to ten years.
2. A perpetrator of an act, mentioned in § 1, which shall cause a serious damage to health 
or death, will be deprived of liberty for a term of from eight to fifteen years or will be sen
tenced to death.

------§265---------------------------------------
Any person who during a state of emergency illegally uses the insign of the Red Cross or 
any other insign or colour which serve to identify medical institutions, or means of transport 
used for the evacuation of the sick and wounded, will be punished with deprivation of 
liberty for a term of from six months to three years.

------ §262-------------------------------------------





THE XIXth INTERNATIONAL CO N FER EN CE OF THE RED CROSS

. . . requests those National Societies which already may have gained 
experience in a particular field to help, through the League Secretariat, other 
Societies where such activities are under development through receiving 
study visitors or sending out instructors and field workers for guidance.

(RESOLUTION XXII)

was not born for one corner only, 
my homeland is the whole world
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THE XIXth IN TERN ATIO N AL CO N FEREN CE OF THE RED CROSS

. . . suggests the National Red Cross Societies
make contact with the competent government services in order to ensure 
closer co-operation on the national level and thus coordinating the program
me of activities.

(RESOLUTION XXIII)

Close collaboration of the voluntary health wor
kers of the Czechoslovak Red Cross with the wor
kers of the State Health Administration is one of 
the principles of health service in Czechoslovakia. 
This was repeated in the resolution of the Czecho
slovak Government of April 22nd, 1964, on the 
development of health care, which reads:

The Czechoslovak Red Cross is an important 
factor in the development and protection of health

of the citizens, the closest collaborator with the 
health service as regards the health education of 
the public. It encourages the people to take an 
active part in all actions and campaigns for healthy 
living and working conditions. It helps to propagate 
and encourage the adoption of healthy habits 
which help to prevent accidents, and to ensure 
first aid. It gives active help to the blood transfu
sion service and leads the movement of Voluntary 
Blood Donors. It helps to ensure nursing care.
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THE XIXth IN TERN ATIO N AL CO N FER EN CE OF THE RED CROSS

. . . welcomes the actions undertaken by National Societies in regard to 
the development of blood transfusion services and the establishment of 
reserves of dried plasma and blood protein fractions,
calls upon National Societies to continue to draw public attention to the 
importance of this medico-social problem and to contribute to the civil 
and humanitarian education of the community in this connection.

(RESOLUTION XXIV)

The transfusion service is organized by the State 
Health Administration network of regional and 
district transfusion stations. The popularization of 
the movement of Voluntary Blood Donors and 
their organization is one of the main tasks of the 
Czechoslovak Red Cross. Recent mass blood do
nations in factories and communities, organized by 
the works and the local groups of the Czecho
slovak Red Cross, have proved very successful.



Prevention of accidents - 
-everywhere and always



THE XIXth IN TERN ATIO N AL C O N FER EN CE OF THE RED CROSS

. . . considering the growing number of accidents at home, in schools, 
at sports, on the streets and at work, which are tending to become 
an increasingly important cause of death and disablement amongst adults 
and children,
draws the attention of Governments and National Societies to the urgent 
need for measures to decrease the causes of accidents and for education 
of the public in general, and young people in particular.

(RESOLUTION XXV)









THE XIXth INTERNATIO NAL C O N FER EN CE OF THE RED CROSS

. . . draws the attention of National Societies to their responsibilities in 
the field of health education and to the need of pioneer work or pilot pro
jects:
to undertake preparation, testing and evaluation of visual teaching aid 
material adapted to meet local habits and customs.

(RESOLUTION XXVI)

Health education — thousands of lectures, discus
sions with physicians, first-aid courses, posters, 
leaflets, booklets, films, but above all persuasion 
by personal example.





THE XIXth INTERN ATIO N AL C O N FER EN CE OF THE RED CROSS

. . . invites National Societies to increase their efforts in encouraging a wide 
participation of voluntary auxiliary personnel in the various Red Cross 
activities such as first-aid, disaster relief, health education, nursing, 
blood transfusion, care of the handicapped and old people, mental health 
services, fight against alcoholism, nutrition and social welfare, particularly 
in the field of mother and child care.

(RESOLUTION XXVII)

H ic opus-hic labor est
V E R G I L I  U S





THE XIXth INTERN ATIO N AL CO N FER EN CE OF THE RED CROSS

. . . considering that National Societies must enlist the younger generation 
in order to ensure the success of their work, and that young people are 
capable of assuming wider responsibilities.

(RESOLUTION XXXII)

The Czechoslovak Red Cross organizes Health 
Patrols at all schools. Greatly appreciated in recent 
years have been the summer camps, where the 
young people can test their knowledge acquired 
in courses and during special training organized 
for the Junior Members of the Czechoslovak Red 
Cross. International summer camps of the Junior 
Members of the Czechoslovak Red Cross conside
rably contribute to friendship among nations in 
a most reliable way — the way of sincere personal 
friendship among the young people of various 
nationalities and different languages, united by the 
common idea of the Red Cross.
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