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XXth International Red Cross Conference

The British Red Cross Society has pleasure in circulating t* all 
National Societies participating in the XXth International 
Conference of the Red Cross copies of its Annual Report for 196*4 
and of its Overseas Branches Report for 196*4— 5.

No special report for the eight years that have elapsed since the 
last Conference has been prepared, but the activities described 
in these reports are representative of those carried out during 
this period.

XXème Conférence Internationale de la Croix-Rouge

la Croix-Rouge Britannique a le plaisir de distribuer à toutes 
les Sociétés Nationales prenant part à la XXème Conférence 
Internationale de la Croix-Rouge un exemplaire de son Rapport 
Annuel pour 196*4 ainsi que du Rapport de ses Comités d'Outre-mer 
(196*4-65).
Aucun rapport n ’a été spécialement préparé pour les huit années 
écoulées depuis la dernière Conférence, mais les activités décrites 
dans ceux-ci offrent les mêmes caractères que celles de la période 
en question.
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Ridgeway,
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Mrs. E. M. Bovey

Senator William Tan, Mr. M. G. Dickson
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COMMITTEES

Headquarters

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS Road Town,
Tortola.

MALTA 
46, South Street,

Valletta,
Malta, G.C.
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Port Vila.
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Mrs. M. S. Staveley
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Sir Hannibal Scicluna, KT., M.B.E., L .P ., M.A. Major W. L. Bonello,
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The Residency 
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REPRESENTATIVE, GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLANDS 
His Honour Mr. V. J. Anderson, o .b .e .

Headquarters
c/o British Consul, 

Nukualofa, 
Tonga.

TONGA RED CROSS COMMITTEE

President Chairman Secretary

H| r.w ajT y Queen Mrs· M· Miles Mrs. O’Brienbalote 1 upou, G.C.V.O.,
G.B.E.

N o te : For the pres idents  of the f o l l o w in g  Branches p lease read

Sabah |Toh Puan Rahma Mustapha

Singapore Toh Puan Noor Aishah
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ADEN
Aden forms a part of the Federation of South Arabia. It is a free 

port and is an important centre of trade and shipping
The Branch was formed in 1958.

T r a in in g  and H ealth  E du ca tion—Courses in First Aid, 
Nursing and Maternal and Child Welfare were held throughout the 
year. A great deal of health education was carried on through the 
Infant Welfare Centres.

D etachm ents—Aden’s first two Detachments were formed in 
1964. The men undertook First Aid duties four days a week on the 
Football Stadium. The women gave a party for handicapped children 
and helped with visiting sick people on the hillside, administering 
simple First Aid.

Blood D onor  Services—The Red Cross continued to provide 
a blood transfusion officer until May when the register of donors was 
handed over to the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

C l in ic s—In addition to the Infant Welfare Centres at Maala, 
Crater and Sheikh Othman Township, another Centre was opened to 
cover the Mansura area, and the Infant Welfare Clinic in Little Aden 
became affiliated with the Red Cross.

A total of 30,748 home visits was recorded, an increase of 6,425 
over 1963, and 5,807 mothers and newly born babies were visited in 
their homes. The health of the babies and young children has improved 
considerably and it was encouraging to note how much the mothers 
appreciated the visits and how well they accepted the advice of the 
health visitors.

M embers’ G roups—These continued to function in Aden and 
Little Aden and new Groups were established in Perim and Sheikh 
Othman.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and I n s t it u t io n s—Books and 
magazines were supplied and special attea*i»n given to filling 
the immediate needs of patients admitted from ships. Patients in the 
Leper Ward were visited and given shirts, fruit, cigarettes and 
magazines.

Patients from the Mental Hospital helped with furniture removing 
and cleaning the new office and afterwards were taken for a drive to 
Steamer Point. Games were supplied and materials for weaving and 
making saleable articles.

Children at the Reilly School for the Blind were visited and given 
health kits from the Canadian Red Cross Juniors.

W elfare for  I ndividuals and F a m ilies  — Refugees from 
Zanzibar, travelling to Muscat, were met by Red Cross representatives 
when their ship anchored in Mukalla. Fruit was distributed and soap 
was given to the mothers with children as that seemed to be their 
greatest need.
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A number of refugees from up-country disturbances found their 
way to Crater. Many of the children were in a very undernourished 
condition. For two weeks the Red Cross organised relief, distributing 
food and helping to place the sick in hospital. Children with infected 
eyes were treated on the hillside by Detachment members, and vitamins 
were given to those most in need.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—Many schools in Aden were visited and the 
children were told about the work of the Red Cross. During the year 
two Links were registered, the members learning First Aid and 
preparing correspondence albums. The older children in other schools 
attended Practical First Aid courses. One such group supplied soap 
for use up-country, where so many children suffer from trachoma owing 
to lack of washing facilities. Perim was visited with a view to starting 
Red Cross on the island. The schoolchildren received gifts from the 
American Junior Red Cross and look forward to forming their own 
Link soon.

F und  R a isin g—The Red Cross Ball was the main fund-raising 
effort and proved very successful. A flag day was also organised and 
raffles and sales brought in satisfactory amounts. The film Across the 
Street, Across the World was shown on many occasions to all types of 
audiences who showed considerable interest.

ANTIGUA
Antigua, a member of the Leeward Islands group, covers 108 

square miles and has a population of 62,000. Sugar cane is the chief 
crop and there is a growing tourist industry. The Branch was formed 
in 1941.

B lood  D on o r  Service—The service was continued and an 
appeal was made for more donors.

C hristm as P rogramme—The annual Santa Claus Christmas 
Programme met with great success. Santa Claus visited nearly every 
village in the island during two nights and distributed several hundred 
packages of toys to needy children. On the third night he visited the 
Recreation Ground in St. John’s where he received gifts and money 
from thousands of children. Red Cross members visited the Holberton 
Hospital, the Mental Hospital, the Infirmary and the Leper Home and 
gave presents to the patients. They also visited the Crèche with presents 
for the children. Several old persons received the usual annual gift 
packages.

W elfare S ervices for  I ndividua ls and  F am ilies—Help was 
given to six people to enter the University College Hospital in Jamaica 
and hospitals in the United Kingdom. Members met in-transit patients 
on their way to and from hospitals.

Five persons were given assistance in the purchasing of artificial 
limbs. The Branch continued its work for the rehabilitation of 
discharged T.B. patients and mental patients.
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A drive was begun to establish a School for the Deaf and a start 
was made with looking for deaf children throughout the island. Radio 
appeals were made and several people registered for help.

Many needy persons were helped with the provision of soup, 
milk and food vouchers.

D isaster R elief—A total of 130 sheets of galvanised roofing and 
100 lb. of nails was sent to Guadeloupe, a neighbouring island which 
suffered much damage from a hurricane.

Victims of two fires were helped with blankets, towels, cots, 
clothing, mattress ticking and toilet articles.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—A course in First Aid was run for Juniors of 
of the St. Philip’s district. Two Links met regularly during the year 
and helped with June Week programmes and with carol singing at 
Christmas.

F und  R aising—The annual June Week activities were held when 
the fete, flag day, and village and schools’ competitions realised a total 
of $2,891. Two piano recitals raised the sum of $900.

O th er  E vents—The Countess of Limerick visited Antigua in 
March. She addressed the Annual General Meeting and saw Branch 
activities. The Commander-in-Chief of the St. John Ambulance 
Brigade and the B.R.C.S. Regional Field Officer also visited the Branch.

Negotiations were completed for the purchase of a property for a 
Red Cross Headquarters with the help of a loan from National 
Headquarters.

BAHAMAS
The Bahamas Islands stretch for 600 miles and comprise about 

700 islands of which twenty-two are inhabited. The seat of Govern
ment and the largest centre of population is Nassau in the island of 
New Providence. The Branch was formed in 1939 and undertakes 
responsibility for a number of services normally provided by 
Government for a population numbering 112,500.

The year 1964 marked a milestone in the history of this Branch 
which celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary in November. A high
light of the year was the visit of the Countess of Limerick in February. 
This included trips to Moore’s Island and Abaco where Lady 
Limerick’s visits gave much pleasure to all those who met her.

In January the new Constitution granting internal self-government 
to the Colony came into being. Five Branch officers were awarded 
Constitution Day Medals by the Premier in recognition of the work 
done by the Red Cross in the Colony.

T r a in in g  and H ealth  E ducation—Courses were held in First 
Aid and Nursing for the Detachments and in Health and Hygiene for 
the Cadet Units. A young volunteer, a Cadet officer of the Kent Branch, 
was posted to the Bahamas in August and spent much of her time
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demonstrating emergency resuscitation. She visited many of the 
Out Island schools as well as those in Nassau.

D eta ch m ents—The two Detachments, with a total membership 
of sixty, met regularly and members continued to distribute magazines 
in the Hospital. V.A.D.s were on duty for the Constitution Day 
celebrations, sports meetings including Speed Week, and the Youth 
Rally in honour of the visit of H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh.

B lood  D onor  Service—In April the Branch presented to the 
Princess Margaret Hospital a Mobile Blood Unit in a further endeavour 
to assist this vital service.

M em bers’ G roups—These are all in the Out Islands, some very 
remote, and the members continued to be active in fund raising and 
sewing. They also sent in much excellent produce and straw work 
for sale at the Annual Fair, and looked after the sick and old people 
in their settlements.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and  I n st it u t io n s—The Branch 
supplied staff to help the Hospital Authorities during the poliomyelitis 
immunisation campaign, and later presented a portable swimming pool 
and therapeutic toys to the Hospital for polio patients. An escort was 
provided for a child going to Miami for treatment, and many patients 
were assisted on their discharge from hospital. Handcrafts, toilet 
articles and games were taken each week to the Chest Wing patients 
and at Christmas every patient in the Princess Margaret Hospital, the 
Infirmary, the Mental Hospital and the Leper Colony received a gift. 
More members were recruited to help with the Play Centre for 
convalescent children and were able to take the children out more 
frequently. Patients from the Out Islands were visited and given help 
when necessary and coeliac children referred by the paediatrician were 
given special diets.

W elfare  fo r  I ndividuals and  F a m ilies—The Branch Welfare 
Officer made 703 home visits, distributed weekly rations to 1,518 
families and delivered groceries to many who were unable to collect 
them. Three families who were shipwrecked and fifteen fire victims 
received food, clothing and household articles. The Branch continued 
to assist Cuban refugees. Ten Haitians were given welfare assistance 
and arrangements were made for a food grant for others who were 
housed in the Refugee Centre. A large quantity of used clothing was 
despatched to the Out Islands.

Thirty-two babies were supplied, with milk and the Branch again 
assisted the Santa Claus Committee by submitting the names of 
hundreds of children in New Providence to receive toys at Christmas. 
Children chosen by the Welfare Officers were sent to the Summer 
Camp for Needy Children and the Branch contributed towards the 
cost of the Camp and provided clothing.

A bicycle was given to a leprosy patient discharged after many 
years in the Infirmary; he found work but needed transport. A wheel 
chair wras given to a spastic patient. Wheel chairs, crutches and other
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items of medical equipment were on constant loan throughout the 
year and the American Red Cross sent over two chairs and a walker 
at very short notice for emergencies.

The Branch Welfare Officer in charge of post-T.B. patients made 
401 home visits during the year and distributed rations and coupons 
for fresh milk to 737 patients and their contacts. She was able to 
discharge seventy-one patients on the advice of the chest specialist, 
but many of these found it impossible to obtain work and had to be 
transferred to the general welfare programme of the Branch.

C h il d r e n ’s H omes and  C entres—Owing to increased costs it 
was necessary to double the charge for children attending the Crèche.

Plans for the Centre for Deaf Children went ahead and in April 
a specialist teacher from the United Kingdom visited the Colony to 
advise the Branch on equipment and help with the registration of deaf 
children. A tender for the building was accepted and the specialist 
teacher returned to Nassau in October and was lent a room at the 
Teachers’ Training College until the Centre is completed.

F eed in g  S chemes—Supplies of tinned milk and soup were sent 
every two months to the Out Islands for distribution to the needy, and 
many schools continued to take advantage of the Red Cross schools’ 
milk programme. Chest patients received fresh milk daily and food 
was given to a number of people requiring temporary assistance.

D isaster R elief—In June the usual preparations were made but 
fortunately the Colony suffered no hurricane or other disaster. During 
the hurricane season several homes were flooded and help was given 
where necessary.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—Membership of the three Cadet Units and 
sixty-five active Links totalled 2,094. Juniors attended the Rally held 
in honour of the visit of H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh. Courses were 
held in Health and Hygiene and Junior First Aid. Members kept 
active with sew'ing, knitting, gardening and collecting stamps.

F und  Ra isin g —Every effort was made to keep fund raising at a 
high level to off-set increased expenditure. Donations amounted to 
£1,135. The Annual Appeal brought in £3,637 and the Annual 
Fair £10,000. A gala film première realised over £2,000. The Branch 
profited by the sale of Christmas cards, golden coconuts, book matches 
and car mats made out of carpet samples.

BARBADOS
The Caribbean island of Barbados, although measuring only 

twenty-one miles by fourteen, supports a population of 241,000. Sugar 
and tourism are the chief industries. The Branch was formed in 1959.

D etachments—A Nursing course, followed by a First Aid course, 
•was held for forty members wdth a view to forming a Voluntary Aid 
Detachment.
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W elfare S ervices in  H ospitals and  I n stit u tio n s—The Tray 
Service was continued in the Hospital and was greatly appreciated, as 
was the Library Service given twice a week. Two Canteens were run 
daily in the General Hospital and the Mental Hospital. Some of the 
patients at the latter institution helped behind the counter as a form 
of therapy.

W elfare S ervices for  I n d ividua ls—Many home visits were 
made during the year, including those made several times a week to 
polio patients.

F eed in g  S chem es—The Meals-on-Wheels Service has been 
successfully reorganised and costs have been halved. Six permanent 
drivers and a list of relief drivers continue their excellent work. Good 
use has been made of various gifts of soup from London.

D isaster R elief—On the initiative of the Branch, the Barbados 
Government donated $5,000 to Guadeloupe in aid of the victims of 
Hurricane Cleo which partly devastated the island; all the necessary 
correspondence and arrangements were made by the Red Cross. Four 
packages of clothing were also forwarded to Guadeloupe via Air France.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—Membership and the number of Links 
remained the same as in 1963. Training was continued in the Links, 
though qualified lecturers were hard to find. Four Juniors received 
their Mothercraft Proficiency Badges and twelve others went on to 
take their Senior First Aid Certificates. Juniors helped at Christmas 
parties for sick and handicapped children and for old people. A large 
number of toys and gifts were given to the Hospital, Infirmaries and 
Old People’s Homes.

F und  R a isin g—A buffet supper dance realised $184, nearly $500 
was raised by a jumble sale and a bingo drive, while $1,795 was 
collected on flag day.

BASUTOLAND
Basutoland, a small mountainous country in southern Africa, has 

a scattered population of 642,000 whose chief occupation is farming. 
Communications are poor and there is great scope for Red Cross 
services in the more isolated areas. The Branch was formed in 1950.

T r a in in g  and  H ealth E du ca tion—Thirty-four police trainees 
were successful in gaining their Practical First Aid badges and 
certificates. Health education was carried out by nurses running 
Infant Welfare Clinics, and in the Teyateyaneng Division nutrition 
demonstrations were given by a representative of the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation.

C lin ic s—The Red Cross Infant Welfare Centres continued to 
increase in popularity; for example, in the Butha Buthe Division 
attendances were up by almost 100 per cent, to 16,127 during the 
year. Two large rondavels were erected at the Peka Centre, one to 
accommodate visitors who cook for patients in the Maternity Ward
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BASUTOLAND— OPENING OF NEW MOUNTAIN CLINIC

and the other as a kitchen. In the Teyateyaneng Division mothers and 
babies coming from afar received hot soup on their arrival for clinics.

The Field Officer travelled many hundreds of miles visiting all 
the Centres, using the Bedford Mobile Clinic which also helped to 
transport milk and medical supplies to the Centres.

The Kolojane Centre was built as a result of voluntary contribu
tions from 500 villagers and comprises a large two-roomed Clinic with 
a deep verandah, part of which has been enclosed as a delivery room. 
A gift of £400 from the Manitoba Junior Red Cross enabled the 
Branch to plan further extensions to this thriving Centre. In the 
three months following its opening 2,533 attendances were recorded.

The Kena Centre was officially opened by the Paramount Chief 
before a distinguished gathering which included visitors from as far 
afield as Mafeteng and Maseru. The excitement of the occasion was 
intensified by a mounted escort which accompanied the Paramount 
Chief on the last two miles of his journey. Thanks to a generous 
donor and with the help of gifts of beds, linen and blankets, a six- 
bedded maternity ward was added to this Centre. New Centres were 
opened at Kolo and Thabaneng, and attracted large attendances from 
the start.

Mokhotlong is a completely mountainous district whose eastern 
border with Natal is the sheer escarpment of the Drakensberg range 
forming an almost impenetrable barrier except for the Sani Pass. 
Because of its inaccessibility this mountainous district is served almost 
entirely by pack animals. Nevertheless, the people of two remote 
communities determined to surmount all obstacles—steep passes rising 
to 10,000 feet, treacherous river crossings, wearisome journeys on foot
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and horseback, and periods of heavy snow. With the tenacity of 
pioneers the villagers transported all the iron and timber needed for 
the two fine stone Centres which have now been erected at Mapholaneng 
and Linakaneng.

F irst  A id  P osts—These were run in several Divisions and 
included a Post at the Letsa-La-Draai Diamond Fields. The St. Agnes 
School’s First Aid Post treated about 2,000 casualties during the year.

W elfare—A total of 240 gift boxes sent by the American Junior 
Red Cross was distributed among needy schoolchildren. In the 
Teyateyaneng Division pupils of St. Agnes School sewed samples into 
blankets for distribution to the needy. T.B. patients at the local 
hospital were given instruction in needlework and knitting with great 
benefit to their morale.

F eed in g  S chem es—The free issue at Red Cross Centres of 
thousands of pounds of UNICEF powdered milk had a marked effect 
on the growth and health of babies visiting the Centres.

At the Maseru Centre a soup kitchen was organised for the daily 
issue of hot soup, bread and milk. Approximately 1,700 meals were 
served monthly throughout the winter.

F und  R a isin g—Most of the revenue of the Branch was derived 
from donations, including those from firms in the Republic of South 
Africa with business connections in Basutoland. Grants were received 
from the Basutoland Government and the Oxford Committee for 
Famine Relief. A collection of postage stamps was made for 
exhibition and sale.

O th er  E vents—A start was made on the construction of a Field 
Officer’s cottage in Maseru with the generous help of the Lerotholi 
Artisan Training Centre whose students built it as an exercise.

BECHUANALAND
Bechuanaland Protectorate is a vast arid tableland covering 222,000 

square miles, with a population of 321,000 and poor communications 
which make Red Cross work difficult to organise. The Branch was 
formed in 1948 and the main centres for Red Cross work are in 
Francistown, Serowe, Mahalapye, Gaberones, Lobatsi and Madinare.

T r a in in g  and  H ealth  E du ca tion—Twenty-four employees of 
the Commonwealth Development Corporation at Lobatsi and sixteen 
members of the Kanye Group were awarded Practical First Aid 
Certificates at the completion of their courses.

D etachm ents—The Serowe Detachment was active throughout 
the year, being on duty at all sports functions and at the Agricultural 
Show where they manned the First Aid Tent for two consecutive days. 
Four members obtained their Advanced First Aid Certificates.

B lood D on or  S ervice—Blood Donor Panels were maintained at 
Serowe and Mahalapye.
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C l in ic s—During the latter part of the year the Red Cross Clinics 
accepted responsibility on behalf of the Government for distributing 
maluti meal to pre-school children and nursing mothers during the 
operation of the Emergency Feeding Scheme. This meant setting up 
three new Centres, two at Lobatsi and one at Mahalapye w'here, on an 
average, 450 children were fed daily, for the period July to December, 
1964. Before the Government Scheme came into force, the Clinics 
were supplying dried milk and Multivite soup to needy children from 
their own funds, with help from the Oxford Committee for Famine 
Relief.

M embers’ G roups—Membership of existing Groups increased 
during the year and a new one was formed at Mochudi.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals—The teaching of diversional 
handcrafts at the Mahalapye Clinic was most successful and culminated 
in an exhibition of the patients’ work. Weekly visits by members who 
supplied books and comforts for the patients were much appreciated. 
All Divisional Committees made a special effort at Christmas for 
hospital patients throughout the Territory.

W elfare for  I ndividua ls and F a m ilies—The Mahalapye Group 
nursed an accident victim with a broken neck for a week, until it was 
considered safe to transfer him to South Africa for treatment. A mother 
and six children were supported for two weeks until the father was 
persuaded to return and accept his responsibilities. The Branch was 
successful in tracing a missing person and restoring him to his family.

As a result of a serious train accident, the Lobatsi Division cared 
and catered for a large number of relatives of the injured, and also 
provided escorts from the hospital to the airstrip when the patients

BECHUANALAND— RED CROSS FEEDING SCHEME
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were transferred. When families travelling from South Africa to their 
homes in northern territories were stranded in Bechuanaland for lack 
of funds, the Red Cross provided food and clothing and assisted the 
travellers through the country.

F eed in g  S ch em e—The period July to mid-December was 
declared a famine period by the Government in certain parts of the 
Territory. As mentioned above, the Branch co-operated in their 
Emergency Feeding Scheme through the Red Cross Centres, but in 
the Mahalapye area the rural areas were also covered with the help 
of local residents, Chiefs and Headmen, and staff nurses in charge of 
Health Centres.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—The Links continued training throughout 
the year and a new Link was started at Mochudi.

F und  R a isin g—As the work of the Red Cross became better 
known, donations from individuals, firms and societies kept the 
Divisions and Branch fairly stable financially.

BRITISH GUIANA
British Guiana, the only British Territory in South America, covers 

83,000 square miles but most of the population, numbering 603,000, 
inhabit the low-lying coastal strip. The main occupations are forestry, 
the growing of sugar and rice, and mining. The Branch wras formed 
in 1948.

The year 1964 presented the Branch w'ith ample opportunity to 
aid suffering humanity. From February to August the Colony was 
torn by racial strife. During this tragic period the disturbances 
adversely affected much Red Cross work, but welfare services reached 
an all-time record.

T r a in in g —Courses were conducted in First Aid and Nursing 
but wrere frequently disrupted by the Emergency.

D eta ch m en ts—Attendances were good in spite of unsettled 
conditions and V.A.D.s gave valuable help in distributing food and 
clothing to displaced persons. First Aid Posts were staffed at cycle 
meetings, gymkhanas, fairs and cinemas. Nursing duties for home- 
bound patients were undertaken.

B lood D on o r  Service—The demands upon the Red Cross 
Donors’ Panel were less than in previous years owing to a good 
response from members of Her Majesty’s Forces and from the relatives 
of patients needing transfusions.

C lin ic s—V.A.D.s assisted at the Polio Clinic in the Public 
Hospital and attended polio patients from the Red Cross Children’s 
Convalescent Home at their check-up sessions.

M embers’ G roups—The main activity ŵ as the running of Old 
Folk’s Clubs in the areas of the three Groups, Headquarters, Lodge 
and Ruimveldt. Fortnightly meetings were held and each Group
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BRITISH GUIANA— POLIO PATIENT AT THE CHILDRENS CONVALESCENT HOME

organised successful Christmas parties. Help was given to the 
Convalescent Home with sewing and the repairing of clothes and 
linen. Members ran Trolley Shops at the Public Hospital and at 
“The Palms” Home.
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W elfare Services in  H ospitals a n d  I n s t it u t io n s—The Library 
Service continued with an increased demand. Generous donations of 
books were received and in addition to running the normal service the 
Branch was able to make outright gifts of books and magazines to 
six institutions.

Canteens were operated in the Out-patients Departments of the 
Public Hospitals in Georgetown and New Amsterdam.

The Ambulance rendered valuable service by conveying patients 
twice a week to and from hospital for physiotherapy and other treat
ment. It was on call for emergencies and frequently transported 
patients to and from the airport.

W elfare fo r  I n d ividua ls and  F a m il ie s—There was a marked 
increase in the number of people helped by the provision of food 
parcels and clothing. The Meals-on-Wheels Service catered for 142 
aged and infirm persons, a total of 34,362 meals being delivered during 
the year. Wheel chairs, crutches, back rests and other medical aids 
were loaned out during the year.

Membership of the Old Folk’s Club which met at Branch Head
quarters increased to 350. The Christmas party, attended by H.E. the 
Governor and Lady Luyt, was a tremendous success. Father Christmas 
distributed gifts presented by the Darby and Joan Club of Widnes 
(West Lancashire) Branch. Two dance bands provided music and the 
police choir sang carols and folk songs.

C h il d r e n ’s H om e—Fifty-four children were admitted to the 
Princess Elizabeth Convalescent Home during the year. Cases 
included poliomyelitis, spastics, meningitis, hookworm, anaemia, 
kwashiokor and gastro-enteritis. The polio patients made rapid 
strides towards partial recovery, thanks to the skill of the voluntary 
physiotherapist and the care of the V.A.D.s. A large Christmas party 
was held for over 100 invalid and handicapped children. The Army 
defrayed all expenses and provided four enormous cakes and all the 
refreshments. Father Christmas arrived by helicopter and provided 
the greatest thrill of the afternoon.

The removal of the Oral School for Deaf Children to a vacant 
ward in the Convalescent Home was beneficial. Thanks to the 
generosity of the Commonwealth Society for the Deaf and the 
Department of Technical Co-operation a specialist teacher of the 
deaf was appointed to the School for twelve months. One of the 
local teachers received a Leverhulme Bursary to attend a course for 
the teaching of the deaf at Manchester University. Ten children 
attended school all day, five for mornings only, nine for afternoons 
only and twenty-nine came once a tveek for pre-school guidance.

F eed in g  S chem e—The administration of the Surplus Feeding 
Scheme, the gift of the People of the United States of America, was 
a formidable undertaking for the Branch. Normal Red Cross milk 
distribution was carried on, and in addition the Scheme was enlarged 
to embrace maternal and child welfare clinics run by the Ministry of 
Health and the Georgetown Town Council, the schools’ meals service
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run by the Ministry of Education and the service for needy families 
run by the Salvation Army. On behalf of these organisations the 
Branch handled 2,810,000 lb. of dried milk, 92,000 lb. of butter oil, 
1,114,000 lb. of corn meal and 1,134,000 lb. of rolled wheat.

D isaster R elief—The racial strife which tore the Colony for five 
months resulted in over 150 deaths. More than 20,000 people were 
rendered homeless, houses were burned, crops destroyed and cattle 
slaughtered. The Branch was actively engaged in the issue of food 
and clothing, over 11,000 persons receiving aid. An appeal was 
launched by the Branch President, and the local response and the 
generous donations received from overseas resulted in the gift of 
$31,776 to the Branch, in addition to food and clothing.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—Junior membership totalled 814. Rallies 
were held in Georgetown and Mahaica. The Rally at Mahaica 
celebrated the eleventh anniversary of the Division. An excellent 
display was given depicting 100 years of Red Cross. A special feature 
was the presentation to the Branch Director of money bags, the 
contributions being handed over by six children dressed in the 
costumes of the six nationalities in British Guiana.

Cadets assisted at the Children’s Convalescent Home and with 
entertaining at old folk’s and children’s parties.

F und  R a isin g—This was difficult but “Fund for Children” was 
held, and the Annual Red Cross Ball, the social event of the year, 
was an outstanding success. Donations were made by individuals and 
firms and satisfactory financial support was received from Associates. 
The Catering Service functioned most efficiently and helped con
siderably to augment Branch funds.

O ther  E vents—One of several distinguished visitors was the 
Countess of Limerick who spent two days with the Branch in March.

BRITISH HONDURAS
British Honduras, in Central America, has a flat, swampy coast 

and a wooded, hilly interior. The country has suffered much damage 
from hurricanes during recent years. It has a population of 90,000. 
The Branch was formed in 1950.

T r a in in g  and H ealth  E ducation—Courses continued during 
the year with satisfactory results.

D etachm ents—Members rendered day by day useful service in 
schools, helped with general welfare and home visiting and provided 
First Aid Units when required. As usual, teams were ready to move 
into the various hurricane shelters in case of need.

C lin ic s—Assistance in the various Clinics was continued.
W elfare Services in  H ospitals and  I n stit u tio n s—Assistance 

in this practical manner was continued, and was much appreciated 
by the patients.
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W elfare for  I ndividuals and F a m ilies—Clothing and food 
were distributed regularly to the sick and needy and to tuberculosis 
and ex-tuberculosis patients. The Red Cross Kitchens provided 
midday meals for the aged, and the usual Christmas parties were 
held with great success.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—The Juniors had a full and active year which 
included assistance at hospitals. Two young volunteers were sent by 
National Headquarters to assist the Field Officer, and when they left 
a local Officer was appointed to expand Junior activities.

F und  R a isin g—The usual Fund Raising Week was held.

BRUNEI
Brunei is a British Protected State on the north-west coast of 

Borneo, with a population of 84,000. Its main source of revenue 
derives from oil wells. The Branch, formed in 1949, consists of the 
Brunei Town and Seria/Kuala Belait Divisions.

T r a in in g  and  H ealth  E d u ca tio n—First Aid courses were held 
throughout the State with a satisfactorily high percentage of passes.

D etachm ents—New Detachments were formed in both the 
Brunei Town Division and the Seria/Kuala Belait Division. All trained 
personnel manned First Aid Posts at ceremonials and sports meetings. 
They were given a special bravo by the Chief Scout when he visited 
the Jamboree where the Red Cross manned a Post.

B lood D onor  Services—Members continued to give blood when 
required and several donors were presented with badges.

M em bers’ G roups—Several new Groups were formed.
W elfare—Families were helped during the year and artificial 

limbs were paid for and flown out from the United Kingdom by 
the Branch.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—New Cadet Units were formed and all 
members showed great enthusiasm. The Juniors attended ceremonial 
parades whenever possible.

Y.T.M. Pengiran Anak Putri Masna graciously consented to 
become Patron of the Junior Red Cross in Brunei and, with her 
sister Y.T.M. Pengiran Anak Putri Nor-Ain, took a course in 
Practical First Aid which they both passed.

O th er  E vents—The Director of the Overseas Development 
Department paid a three-day visit to Brunei where she met many 
of the members and attended parades and committee meetings.

CYPRUS
The island of Cyprus in the Eastern Mediterranean supports a 

population of 590,000 whose main occupations are agriculture, mining, 
the wine and olive oil industries and the export of carobs and citrus. 
The Branch was formed in 1950.
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The unfortunate political situation which arose in Cyprus at the 
end of 1963 hampered the normal functioning of the Cyprus Red 
Cross; nevertheless, the Divisions carried on as far as possible their 
usual services for the needy sick, and the Red Cross Home for Sick 
Children was well maintained.

Soon after the Emergency started, a Red Cross and St. John Joint 
Relief Commission was set up whereby members of both organisations, 
including twelve from the British Red Cross Society, were sent to 
Cyprus from the United Kingdom. Their duties included co-operating 
with the Cyprus Government and the United Nations Forces to ensure 
the prompt and effective distribution of food and clothing, and medical 
assistance wherever needed. The Commission operated under the 
auspices of the International Committee of the Red Cross whose 
members continued to help with relief operations after the Commission 
was withdrawn at the end of June.

The activities of the Divisions are summarised below:
T ra in in g—Many members undertook training courses in First 

Aid and Nursing.
W elfare in  H ospitals and  I n st it u t io n s—Visiting Groups of 

the Nicosia Division continued their hospital visiting. The Larnaca 
Division gave a large quantity of w7arm clothing to the Children’s Day 
Nursery, and parcels to sick children in hospital.

W elfare for  I n d ividua ls and F a m ilies—The Nicosia Division 
undertook home visiting and provided assistance for emergency cases. 
Many gift parcels wrere distributed to the sick poor at Easter and 
Christmas. The Kyrenia and Paphos Divisions also supplied clothing 
and food in cases of hardship. The Famagusta Division gave food 
parcels to needy families and organised a children’s Christmas party. 
In the Limassol Division food parcels were given regularly to thirty 
families, and nearly 200 poor and disabled persons received clothing, 
blankets, medicine and other necessities.

T he R ed C ross H om e fo r  S ick  C h il d r e n—In spite of financial 
difficulties, the Home was maintained at its usual high standard 
throughout the year. The Home became the only establishment in 
Cyprus in which life was not affected by the Emergency. Thirty 
children of both communities wrere looked after by an English matron 
and assistant matron, an Armenian housekeeper and a staff of Greek 
and Turkish nurses who worked and lived side by side in the most 
harmonious way and set an example of the results of good Red 
Cross work.

Plans were made for the extension of the Home in order to double 
its capacity to sixty beds. The kind feelings of the United Nations 
contingents were often translated into concrete help in the form of 
valuable presents and cash.

D isaster R elief—Trained personnel co-operated with the Civil 
Defence Authorities in all towns. Their services proved very useful, 
especially in the Paphos District which was worst hit by bombings and 
fighting incidents. Paphos members worked long hours to assist the
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hard-pressed hospital staff, visited bombed areas with parcels of food, 
clothing and sweets and helped with the rehabilitation of displaced 
persons. The Famagusta and Paphos Divisions ran fully equipped 
First Aid Centres and the Larnaca Division set up a Relief Centre 
for fifty people. The Larnaca and Limassol Divisions sent large 
quantities of clothing and kitchen utensils for the relief of victims in 
the bombed areas.

F und  R aising— Owing to the Emergency it was not possible to 
carry on most of the usual fund raising activities, but the working party 
of the Kyrenia Division met regularly and prepared articles and toys 
for the annual sale. This, together with a jumble sale, provided the 
Red Cross Home for Sick Children with £300. The “ Opportunity 
Shop” run by the Nicosia Division had quite a good year.

DOMINICA
Dominica is the most mountainous of the Windward Islands and 

abounds in streams, so Red Cross work is hampered by difficult 
communications. The population is about 62,000. The Branch was 
formed in 1958.

T r a in in g—Y.A.D.s underwent a five-day training course directed 
by Miss Scott, Headquarters Field Officer, when she visited Dominica 
in May. Lectures on First Aid and Nursing were given to recruits.

D etachm ents—There was a considerable increase in the number 
of people wishing to join Detachments. The total number of V.A.D.s 
rose from 35 in 1963 to 414.

M em bers’ G ro up—The fourteen members of the Group continued 
to carry out their weekly duties at the Princess Margaret Hospital, 
Roseau. The matron expressed great appreciation of the services 
they rendered.

W elfare S ervices in  H ospitals and  I n stitu tio n s—V.A.D. 
members underwent an intensive short course given by the wife of a 
visiting psychiatrist in order to teach diversional handcrafts to patients 
in the Mental Hospital.

Gifts were distributed to patients in hospitals in Roseau, 
Portsmouth, Marigot and Grand Bay at Christmas time. Gifts were 
also taken to the Infirmary and Leper Home.

The Branch presented two maternity beds to the Princess Margaret 
and Portsmouth Hospitals respectively.

W elfare fo r  I ndividuals a n d . F a m ilies—With the help of the 
Canadian Junior Red Cross and the British Junior Red Cross 
approximately 2,000 gifts were given to needy children throughout 
Dominica at Christmas time.

Crutches were given to disabled people, and a patient going to 
Jamaica for hospital treatment was given clothing and toilet requisites. 
Some forty people made homeless by fire were provided with clothing 
from the Red Cross store. Clothing was distributed to children in 
some of the more remote areas which were severely affected by
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Hurricane Edith in September, 1963. Ambulance work wras carried 
out continuously during the year.

D isaster R elief—The response to an appeal broadcast by the 
Branch President immediately after Hurricane Cleo had devastated 
Dominica’s nearest neighbour—the French island of Guadeloupe—on 
22nd August exceeded expectations. For three days clothing, food and 
money for building materials poured into Government House w'here 
members packed it into crates, boxes and barrels. With two members 
of the men’s Detachment the consignment was despatched by schooner 
(flying the Red Cross flag) to Guadeloupe where it arrived on the 
fourth day after the hurricane. So urgently were the contents required 
that, although the schooner arrived fairly late at night, it was unloaded 
and the relief goods distributed immediately.

In Dominica, the Branch set up Village Committees so that in the 
event of disaster there will be Red Cross representatives in all areas 
who are responsible for the distribution of emergency supplies.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—During Miss Scott’s visit forty-seven Juniors 
were enrolled. Juniors helped during Fund Raising Week and took 
part in the Queen’s Birthday Parade. Juniors attended lecture courses 
and V.A.D.s are now helping in their training programme.

F und  R a isin g—The annual Fund Raising Week took place in 
May. The events were a flag day, a parade and church services, a 
film show, a barbecue and a Red Cross ball. The proceeds amounted 
to $896.

FALKLAND ISLANDS



The Falkland Islands in the South Atlantic cover an area of 4,500 
square miles with a population of only 2,200. Sheep-rearing and the 
whale and seal oil industries are the main occupations. The Branch 
was formed in 1947.

An appeal was broadcast for knitted blankets and the response 
was good, a number being given by schoolchildren. The members 
gave a great deal of time to sewing the knitted squares together. 
Christmas gifts were distributed amongst the old people and the 
patients of the King Edward Memorial Hospital.

The Branch organised the Poppy Day Appeal and raised the sum 
of £347 for the Earl Haig’s Fund.

FIJI
The Fiji group of islands in the Pacific, with its capital in Suva, 

has a population of 441,000, mainly consisting of Fijians and Indians. 
The Branch was formed in 1950.

T raining—A Nursing course and practical courses in Nursing 
and Maternal and Child Welfare were conducted, and two courses in 
Industrial First Aid were given to selected groups from the South 
Pacific Sugar Mills. The percentage of successes for the year was 
unusually high.

D etachments—The Suva Detachment took a course in Nursing 
but it was difficult to occupy the members once they had qualified.

Blood D onor Service—As the result of an intensive drive late in 
1963 the situation with regard to blood donors was somewhat relieved.

M embers’ Groups—A new Group was formed at Buca Bay and 
the Nausori Group expanded to form a Division.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals—In addition to the Picture 
Library already in operation the Suva Division instituted a Trolley 
Shop. Patients travelling long distances were met or taken to boats 
and planes, and letters of advice and health bulletins were written to 
parents of young children who could not accompany them to hospital.

W elfare for Individuals and F amilies—Thanks to supplies 
of surplus foodstuffs from America, arranged with the help of the 
American Red Cross, the Branch was able to extend its welfare services. 
Large supplies of used clothing from New Zealand and Australia and 
parcels of knitted blankets from the Junior Red Cross in the United 
Kingdom were also received with gratitude.

D isaster Relief—March, 1964, saw Fiji inundated with floods 
and the Red Cross was called into action from the beginning. Luckily 
there was small loss of life but much damage, and the operation was a 
test of the Red Cross plans for aid in time of disaster. They worked 
smoothly and well with the help of financial and material aid which 
was immediately forthcoming from local sources and overseas.

Junior Red Cross—Training progressed slowly, limited by the 
number of teachers available. Several new Links were started but
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others became defunct owing mainly to the transfer of leaders and the 
difficulty of finding replacements. The Christmas tree at which people 
presented their gifts for sick children was once again very successful.

F und  R a isin g—Flag days and sales were held and one Division 
raised money by putting out a fortnightly newspaper whose entire 
proceeds went to the Red Cross.

GAMBIA
The Gambia, on the coast of West Africa, became independent 

in February, 1965. Communications are very difficult and the River 
Gambia acts as the main highway. The Branch was formed in 1949.

T r a in in g—First Aid courses were run for the Cadet Unit at 
Yundum College in the hope that the teachers in training would be 
able to organise Links in schools in the provinces. First Aid lectures 
were given to the Field Force and the successful candidates were 
presented with certificates by the Branch President at the Going-Out 
Ceremony.

D etachm ents—A new Detachment was formed in Latrukunda 
with a membership of 105. Members met once a week for First Aid 
lectures and gave up a lot of time to rural work.

Blood D o n o r  Service—The recruitment of blood donors 
improved considerably with the help of Red Cross members who 
assisted in compiling a list of donors. The Branch donated a quantity 
of bottles, giving sets and taking sets to the Blood Donor Service at 
the Royal Victoria Hospital.

M embers’ G roups—A very active Group with twenty-two 
members was formed during the year. Members visited the Hospital 
and Sanatorium regularly with diversional handcrafts for the patients. 
They also unpacked, sorted and repacked for distribution the welcome 
gifts of clothing and toys received from the Red Cross Societies of 
America, Canada and the Netherlands.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and  I n stitu tio n s—Mats, 
coloured bowls and nightshirts were supplied to the Home for the 
Infirm. Wireless sets were given to the Female Ward at the Sanatorium 
and the Blind School at Sankilukunda. Christmas gifts were sent to 
Hospitals, the Sanatorium, Clinics, the Home for the Infirm, the 
Leprosy Settlement at Alatento, the Mental Home and the Society 
for the Blind.

W elfare for  I ndividuals—The Branch contributed towards 
securing an artificial arm for a man at Yundum, medical treatment 
for a patient in Dakar and an artificial leg for a man at the Prisons. 
A destitute crippled woman was given a wheel chair and materials to 
set up as a seamstress.

C h il d r e n ’s C entres—Members paid regular visits to the Misera 
Nursery where the nurse’s salary is paid by the Branch. This Nursery
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and the one at Brikama were supplied with toys, babies’ nappies 
and clothes.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—New Links were formed in Kwinella, 
Armitage School, Brufut and Bakau. Link members in the provinces 
continued to do useful work in the villages and with the distribution 
of gifts to different charitable institutions.

F u n d  R a isin g —A successful flag day was held and the Members’ 
Group organised a sale which raised £101. Donations were received 
from the Save the Children Fund for the Nursery at Misera and the 
one which the Branch plans to start at Brufut in 1965.

GIBRALTAR
Gibraltar consists of a rocky promontory of the coast of Spain 

with an area of three square miles and a population of 24,500. The 
Branch was formed in 1948.

The Red Cross Van was in constant use, driving out-patients to 
the hospitals for treatment. These were generally people unable to 
afford their own transport and too weak to make their own way. 
Diversional handcrafts brought interest to a number of patients who 
would otherwise have had nothing to occupy them during long weeks 
in hospital. The Medical Loan Scheme was increased to give help to 
long-term invalids outside hospitals. The Christmas holiday again saw 
members hard at work when stockings were packed with gifts and 
distributed throughout the hospitals and aged people’s homes.

GRENADA
Grenada and the Grenadines form part of the mountainous, fertile 

Windward Islands and have a population of 89,000. A Red Cross 
Committee was formed in 1956 after Hurricane Janet devastated the 
island of Carriacou and it became a Branch in 1959.

B lood  D o n o r  S ervice—Another appeal for donors was made 
during the year. At the Annual General Meeting of the Branch the 
senior surgeon of the Colony Hospital stressed the importance of an 
adequate blood transfusion service. He said that a Blood Bank was 
an urgent necessity to complement the blood donor drive being carried 
out by the Red Cross. As a result of the surgeon’s appeal the Branch 
decided to present a Blood Bank to the Colony Hospital. This was 
formally presented to the Minister of Social Services in February, 1965.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and  I n stitu tio n s  — The 
Hospital Canteen Service was maintained and became self-supporting. 
The Branch donated equipment to the newly opened Kennedy Home 
for Handicapped Children.

W elfare for  I ndividuals and  F a m ilies—The Branch continued 
to meet the cost of maintaining the little girl sent to the Princess
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Elizabeth Home for Handicapped Children in Trinidad, where she 
showed considerable improvement. The Red Cross also provided 
groceries for a needy family, helped with the cost of rehabilitating a 
fire victim and paid for the transport of a patient for his periodic 
visits to hospital.

D isaster R elief—Representatives of the Branch met the 
Government Hurricane Committee before the start of the hurricane 
season, prepared a list of distribution centres for relief supplies and 
shelters, and generally brought its arrangements up to date.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—Three new Links were enrolled. All the 
Links took part in a Grand Youth Rally on the occasion of the visit 
of H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh.

Gift boxes, health kits and magazines were received from Juniors 
in America, Canada and Great Britain. All these were distributed by 
Junior members and the recipients included patients in the Children’s 
Ward at the Colony Hospital and the new Kennedy Home for 
Handicapped Children. Juniors attended the Kennedy Home in 
order to read to the children and play with them.

HONG KONG
The island of Hong Kong, with an area of 29 square miles, is 

separated from Kowloon and the New Territories on the Chinese 
mainland by a narrow strait. During the past few years the population 
has been considerably swollen by an influx of refugees from China 
and now numbers approximately 3 | millions. The Branch was formed 
in 1949.

T r a in in g  and H ealth  E ducation—Three Senior First Aid 
courses were held during the year for older Juniors and Link Leaders, 
and seventy-five passed the examination.

Blood D onor  S ervice—This service has expanded considerably 
and 11,604 pints of blood were collected during the year, compared 
with 8,398 pints in 1963. The Blood Collection Centre now has one 
full-time and three part-time trained nurses, thus enabling the Centre 
to remain open while the Mobile Team is visiting Army Units, H.M. 
and U.S. Naval Ships, Training Centres, Colleges, Prisons, etc. It is 
hoped that the Blood Collection Service will expand still further when 
the Branch moves to its new Headquarters in the summer of 1965.

M embers’ G roups—Membership has increased and the Branch 
now has 259 members in fourteen Groups, three new Groups having 
started in 1964. Members help the Branch in a variety of ways: visiting 
sick children in hospital and teaching them simple handiwork, sorting 
clothes sent from abroad and preparing them for distribution, helping 
with distributions following fires and typhoons, making swabs for the 
hospitals. The Members’ Groups are also a great help to the Branch 
with all fund-raising activities, particularly with the selling of raffle 
tickets, and in May, 1964, they held a sale of work of their own, which 
realised a record sum of $19,740.

24



HONG KONG— JUNIORS WITH PATIENTS AT A CONVALESCENT HOME

W elfare S ervices in  H ospitals—A new Hospital School was 
opened in July at the Salvation Army Convalescent Home on Cheung 
Chau Island. This was made possible through the generosity of the 
New Zealand Red Cross Society who are paying the full cost of the 
School for five years. The Branch’s other six schools continue very 
successfully, giving education to long-term child patients, some of 
whom are in hospital for as much as two years. This schooling also 
acts as a form of diversional therapy, thus helping to speed the 
children’s recovery. Most of the teachers have now taken the Special 
In-Service Training Course for teachers of handicapped children run 
by the Education Department.

W elfare fo r  I ndividuals and  F a m ilies—A large number of 
individuals wrere helped with clothing, blankets, health kits and milk 
powder. The Red Cross works very closely in this field with other 
organisations who have case workers, and the people in need are referred 
by them. In addition, clothing and health kits were distributed to tw7o 
poor villages in the New? Territories.

I n t er n a tio n a l  W elfare—The Chinese Border was visited once 
a month with food parcels for the seven detainees in China. The 
prisoners—one British, one German, one Russian and four Americans— 
have now been in gaol for approximately twelve years. Mrs. Downey, 
the mother of one of the Americans, visited her son in November, and 
was helped by the Branch with her travel arrangements.

The Branch continued to help with the tracing of missing relatives 
through National Headquarters in co-operation with other Red Cross 
Societies.

T h e  P rincess A lexandra R ed C ross C h il d r e n ’s H om e—The 
Home, which was opened in July, 1962, accommodates sixty crippled
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children, many of whom are orphaned or abandoned. As well as 
receiving physiotherapy treatment, the children are given a full 
Primary education. The School is now registered and subsidised by 
the Education Department. The children have made such remarkable 
progress that it is hoped that some of them may be able to return to 
their own homes, or be transferred to other institutions if circumstances 
permit. Some have overcome their handicap to such an extent that the 
Education Department hopes to arrange for them to be admitted to 
normal schools. The International Social Service are co-operating 
with the Branch in arranging for the children’s transfers, and it is 
expected that by the summer of 1965 other more handicapped children 
will be admitted to the Home.

Through the kindness and generosity of the Canadian Junior Red 
Cross the Physiotherapy Department was equipped early in 1964, and 
the Branch is most grateful to them, and to the New Zealand Red 
Cross Society, for their continued interest and support. The Branches 
of the British Red Cross also continue to show great interest in the 
Home, and in particular the Surrey Branch which is meeting the 
maintenance costs of one of the children.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—Five new Links, including one operating in 
an island in the outlying districts, were set up, thus bringing the total 
number of Links to thirty. Enrolments also took place in most of the 
Links and the membership has reached 1,660.

Training courses held included a Leadership Course, Senior First 
Aid, Practical Junior First Aid, Junior Health, Fire Protection and 
Life Saving. To enable the Junior members to serve others and to 
put into practice what they have learned, First Aid Posts were set up 
in their own schools. A Red Cross Life Guard Unit has also been 
formed, comprising trained senior members from various Links.

Regular visits to hospitals and homes for the sick or crippled 
children, and free schools for the underprivileged children, were the 
two chief service projects of the Links. Eleven Links co-operated in 
the organisation and running of a Summer School for handicapped 
children held in August for five weeks. They also rendered 
miscellaneous types of assistance at the call of other charitable 
institutions.

Nine Junior members and an officer went to Japan to participate 
in the Tokyo Olympics World Youth Camp which was held from 6th 
to 25th October. There they had the splendid opportunity of meeting 
many young people who had come from various parts of the world, 
including Junior Red Cross members from India, the Congo and Japan.

D isaster R elief—The year 1964 will long be remembered by 
those in Hong Kong as the year of typhoons, five of which came very 
close to the Colony causing widespread damage. Distributions of 
clothing, blankets and health kits were made to a total of 2,389 typhoon 
victims. There were also a large number of fires and house collapses 
during the year, and clothing distributions were made to those w'ho 
were rendered homeless as a result of these disasters.

26



F ond  R aising— The year 1964 was a record one for fund raising 
and the sum of $285,931 was collected. The major events held during 
the year were a sale in May, the annual appeal in June, a gala film 
première in August, and the annual ball and raffle in October.

O th er  E vents—The Branch was honoured by a visit from 
Miss Joan Whittington, Director of the Overseas Development 
Department, in November. During her five-day stay in Hong Kong 
Miss Whittington visited all the Branch’s projects, and addressed all 
members at a meeting held in the City Hall.

KENYA
Kenya, which became an independent state in December, 1963, 

lies astride the equator in East Africa and its range of altitude from 
sea level to 17,000 feet enables most types of crops to be grown. The 
population numbers 8 | million. The Branch was formed in 1929.

T r a in in g  and  H ealth  E d u ca tio n  — Red Cross members, 
especially those from very remote places, continued to receive training 
in Health, Hygiene, First Aid and Child Care at Dagoretti and Nyeri, 
after which they returned to their Districts to impart the knowledge 
to others.

D eta ch m ents—Courses and examinations in First Aid, Nursing 
and Maternal and Child Welfare were held and 640 certificates were 
awarded.

B lood  D on o r  Service—Many members of different communities 
became interested in giving blood. In some Divisions the film on blood 
donating was shown, and talks were given by medical officers which 
were a great encouragement.

C l in ic s—At the Child Welfare Clinic run by Karen members 
skimmed milk was given to the mothers of very under-nourished 
children and sold to those who could afford to pay a little. Under the 
supervision of the Field Officer, village women trained by the Red 
Cross kept the Clinics going in Central Province. Their work was 
highly appreciated by everyone, including the Kenya Government.

M em bers’ G roups—Many new Groups were formed. Their 
activities included making blankets and bed covers for Dagoretti 
Children’s Centre and also garments for sale. Members organised 
dances as fund-raising projects.

W elfare S ervices in  H ospitals and  I n stit u tio n s—These 
included escorting sick people, often on very long journeys, and 
distributing gifts to patients in hospital, with the help of contributions 
from Juniors overseas. Vitamin tablets, cod liver oil and a snake venom 
serum kit were presented to a mission hospital by Nyanza Division.

W elfare for  I ndividuals and  F a m ilies—Help was given to 
ex-T.B. patients. The purchase of a wheel chair enabled a very 
crippled boy to attend school, and some enterprising members built 
a house for an invalid man at Homa Bay.
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C h il d r e n ’s H omes and C entres—Dagoretti Children’s Centre 
was a hive of activity and more children than ever were admitted. 
Much help was given by young Red Cross volunteers, particularly in 
the School. Courses in Child Welfare, Health and Hygiene were 
arranged, whereby mothers from all over the country resided at the 
Centre and learnt how to improve their standard of living and combat 
the problem of malnutrition.

The three Nutrition Centres in Fort Hall made steady progress. 
Thanks to the generosity of the Canadian Junior Red Cross a permanent 
building was erected and equipped at Kigumo. The President of the 
Republic of Kenya visited one of the Centres and was much impressed 
with the work being done.

D isaster R elief—The Nyanza Division helped homeless families 
during the floods in June. An appeal was launched and clothing and 
blankets came pouring in from all over the country.

J u n io r  R ed C ross—The fifty-four Links continued to thrive. 
Teacher Training courses were held in various Districts with good 
results.

F und  R a isin g—The Divisions responded well. Activities included 
tombolas, jumble sales, dances and a treasure hunt. Flag day in Nairobi 
raised £520, the Deputy President’s appeal over £600 and a raffle £632.

O ther  E vents—Preparations went ahead for the formation of a 
National Society, with the help of a delegate from the League of Red 
Cross Societies.

During the Republic Celebrations the Juniors manned a gaily 
decorated float depicting the work of the Red Cross while others formed 
a contingent of marchers in the Parade.

MALAWI
Malawi in Central Africa became an independent state in July, 

1964. It has a population of nearly 3,000,000. The principal occupa
tions are the growing of tobacco, tea and cotton. The Branch was 
formed in 1933.

For the Malawi Independence Celebrations in July the Red Cross 
was asked to run First Aid Posts at all major events held in the Stadium, 
at civic functions and at the four-day Trade Fair. The posts were 
manned by State Registered Nurses of the Blantyre Division and 
V.A.D.s

T r a in in g  and  H ealth  E ducation—There was an increased 
demand for training courses, in particular for First Aid, partly due to 
the anxiety of members and newcomers to assist in First Aid duties at 
the Independence Celebrations and a Road Safety Campaign launched 
during the year.

Cooking demonstrations for mothers were started at the Red Cross 
Centres in July with the aim of improving the basic maize porridge on
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which young children are fed, by the addition of vegetable soup, locally 
grown vegetables, fish, eggs and milk. These classes proved both 
popular and beneficial.

D etachm ents—Members manned First Aid Posts at fêtes, sports 
meetings and the Remembrance Service in addition to those established 
for Independence Celebrations.

B lood D o n o r  Service—A total of 1,068 pints of blood was 
donated for patients in the Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital during 
the year from the weekly sessions in the Red Cross Hall and from the 
Emergency Panel. Twenty-six donors of all races qualified for medals.

C l in ic s—Maternal and Child Welfare Clinics continued in seven 
Centres in the Central and Southern Regions, and Ante-natal Clinics 
were held in three Centres. Attendances at all Centres showed an 
increase with a total of 20,338 for babies and 1,837 for ante-natals 
during 1964. A total of 681 vaccinations was carried out.

Vitamins, iron, yeast and milk were issued to ante-natal patients 
where necessary and UNICEF dried milk was supplied to sickly and 
under-nourished children.

M em bers’ G roups—The African Men’s Group held weekly 
meetings and did useful work for the Hospital in preparing dressings 
for the operating theatre and helping with the Trolley Shops. Women’s 
Groups held sewing parties twice weekly in Blantyre.

W elfare S ervices in  H o spita ls—Long-term patients at the 
Central Hospital, Blantyre, and the Chiradzulu Hospital were visited 
twice weekly. The handcraft sessions with knitting, sewing and 
embroidery were popular with men and women. Writing materials

MALAWI----HOSPITAL TROLLEY SHOP
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were issued and letters stamped and posted. Magazines, papers, books, 
games, sweets and cigarettes were given out and the Trolley Shop was 
taken round the Central Hospital twice weekly.

Children’s Centres—Rehabilitation classes for physically handi
capped children were held twice a week in the Red Cross Hall in 
Blantyre with an average attendance of twenty-five children referred 
from the Central Hospital. Children go through a series of exercises 
and mothers are encouraged to carry these out at home. The exercises 
are followed by a play period. Milk and vitamins are issued and the 
mothers are advised on diet where necessary.

J unior Red Cross—M embers knitted squares and made them 
into cot blankets for needy and handicapped children.

F und Raising—Events included flag day, sale of Christmas cards, 
numerous jumble sales and an appeal launched by the Governor 
General.

MAURITIUS
The mountainous island of Mauritius lies in the Indian Ocean. 

During recent years successive cyclones have caused much damage to 
the sugar crop, the Colony’s chief source of revenue, and rendered 
many thousands of families homeless. The population is about 713,000. 
The Branch was formed in 1941.

T raining and H ealth Education—Courses in First Aid, 
Nursing and Maternal and Child Welfare were held, with 83 per 
cent, successes among senior candidates. Numerous demonstrations 
of emergency resuscitation with “Resusci-Anne” were given and films 
on First Aid and allied subjects were shown. Courses in simple First 
Aid were held for women in various Social Welfare Centres.

Detachments—Members of the eight Detachments took part on 
public occasions such as the Queen’s Birthday and Remembrance Day 
Parades and the Youth Week Exhibition, and organised First Aid Posts 
for various public functions. Men members served as stretcher-bearers 
at the airport when required. Members also organised courses of 
lectures at the request of the Social Welfare Commissioner.

Blood D onor Service—The Red Cross continued to assist the 
Government Blood Service by propaganda and demonstrations, by 
helping to recruit donors, by organising donor sessions and looking 
after the comfort of donors, providing tea and other amenities. During 
Youth Week the Junior Red Cross arranged a demonstration donor 
session.

Clinics—Weekly clinics are now held in two Divisions and any 
medicines prescribed are provided free by the Division. Trained Red 
Cross personnel assisted the doctors at these clinics and gave injections. 
In the South Division over 1,600 injections were given to patients in 
1964 under doctor’s orders.

M embers’ Groups—Members of the thirty-eight Groups gave 
valuable service by distributing milk, food and clothing to welfare cases
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MAURITIUS— MILK DISTRIBUTION

in their areas, by visiting hospitals, infirmaries and orphanages and by 
holding sewing parties; one Group made twenty-five bedcovers for an 
old men’s home. They escorted patients to and from hospital and 
organised Christmas parties. After Cyclone Danielle Group Leaders 
arranged distribution of relief supplies to victims in their areas.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and I nstitutions—Government 
hospitals and many institutions of all communities were visited regularly 
with gifts of magazines, sweets, cigarettes and comforts. The Red 
Cross took over the responsibility of the Trolley Service in Victoria 
Hospital and Princess Margaret Orthopaedic Centre. The North 
Division continued to run a Library for tuberculosis patients.

The newly opened Cheshire Home received a gift of blankets and 
pillows from West Division whose members also made fortnightly 
visits with gifts of cheese, soup, milk and cigarettes.

Christmas parties were organised to cheer up patients in hospitals, 
infirmaries and similar institutions. Six children’s homes were visited 
regularly with gifts of fruit, cakes, sweets and toys. Toys sent by the 
Junior Red Cross in Britain, the Netherlands and the U.S.A., and gifts 
made by the Juniors of Mauritius, were presented to the children at 
Christmas parties.

W elfare for I ndividuals and Families—Apart from assistance 
given at the request of the Public Assistance and other authorities, 
help in the form of regular allocations of food and clothing was given 
to several thousand individuals in need. Mattresses, blankets, beds, 
simple medicines and medical utensils were supplied when necessary. 
Wheel chairs and Fowler beds were lent out, and twelve more chairs 
were ordered for this purpose.
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New Central Housing Authority housing estates were visited 
throughout the year, house by house; several T.B. cases were detected 
and sent to the Chest Clinic, and retarded children were referred to 
the Brown Sequard Hospital to be helped by specialists. A nurse of 
the International Voluntary Service whose service in Mauritius was at 
an end spent six months on the island of Rodrigues in order to help 
the Division with its welfare work.

The Red Cross Ambulance was available for taking urgent cases to 
hospital and for the transport of invalids to the airport. A Commandant 
accompanied a completely paralysed patient to London by air and cared 
for him without any rest during the 8,000-mile journey.

As each of the five Divisions now had its own transport it was 
possible to expand welfare work of all kinds. One Division organised 
the transport to its headquarters of over 100 invalids and old people 
as a Christmas treat, for a film show, tea and a concert. Beds were 
awaiting the bedridden on arrival and this was the only day of the 
year on which they were able to leave their homes.

1964 saw an increase in the number of patients going overseas 
for treatment who requested the help of the Red Cross. In many 
cases this was emergency weekend work, involving much cabling, in an 
effort to get the patient off on the Monday plane to London.

F eeding Schemes—About 80,000 lb. of powdered milk and 
5,000 lb. of Protone (vegetable) soup powder were distributed 
during 1964 to under-nourished children, pregnant women, those 
suffering from T.B. and chronic diseases, the disabled, the aged and 
the very poor. Other foodstuffs such as lentils, split peas, macaroni 
and cheese were provided by the Divisions as part of their regular 
welfare work and for post-cyclone relief.

D isaster Relief—When Cyclone Danielle hit Mauritius in 
January, 1964, there had been adequate warning and the Red Cross 
went into immediate action according to pre-arranged plans. Paralysed 
and bedridden people were taken by members to the Refugee Centres, 
as well as families whose homes were known to be unsafe. Soup and 
food were prepared and distributed in the Centres before and after the 
cyclone. The morning after, each Division did whatever was necessary 
to provide treatment for the few injured, and food, clothing, mattresses 
and blankets for the victims.

Similar assistance was given to families whose homes were affected 
by the winds and rains of near-cyclone Giselle. Many fires occurred 
in the course of the year, and in some cases homes were completely 
destroyed. Relief in kind was given to the victims.

Junior Red Cross—A complete survey of the Junior movement 
was held at the beginning of 1964 in order to guard against too rapid 
expansion without a firm foundation and proper training.

Juniors took part in various activities such as lectures and 
demonstrations on blood-giving and emergency resuscitation. A total 
of 208 Junior certificates were awarded for successes in examinations.
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Juniors were represented at official parades and took part in the concert 
which marked the opening of Youth Week.

Juniors visited infirmaries and helped with preparations for flag 
day and with Christmas parties. Others knitted babies’ blankets. In 
some Divisions Juniors were invited to hold a stall at the bring and buy 
sale and raised considerable sums.

Fund Raising—Funds were raised by the time-honoure d methods, 
flag day, donations, sales, a film show, a concert, a dance, a garden fete 
and a mannequin parade.

MONTSERRAT
Montserrat is a small, hilly island in the Leewards with a 

population of 12,000. The Branch was formed in 1941.
T raining—With the assistance of the St. John Ambulance 

Association lecturers, courses were held in First Aid, Nursing and 
Child Welfare.

Detachment—Attendances at lectures were good and the 
Detachment provided First Aid Posts at a variety of sports meetings, 
rallies and on other occasions when large crowds were gathered. The 
V.A.D.s were much in evidence during the visits of H.R.H. Princess 
Alice, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother, and H.R.H. 
the Duke of Edinburgh.

Welfare Services in  H ospital and I nfirmary—Magazines were 
given to the Hospital and Infirmary. The usual Christmas parties took 
place at both institutions when gifts were distributed and V.A.D.s, 
Members and some Juniors sang carols and served refreshments. An 
extra visit -was made at Easter time when one of the Links sang to the 
patients and performed folk dances.

W elfare for I ndividuals—The Medical Loan Depot continued 
to be of assistance to those in need. The blind lady in one of the 
country villages was kept supplied with material for making baskets 
and other handcrafts. A blind man in Plymouth was helped to obtain 
useful occupation and a wheel chair was loaned to a spastic child to 
enable her to attend school.

D isaster Relief—The Branch’s emergency measures were put 
into operation immediately Hurricane Cleo became a threat to the 
island. Montserrat was fortunate once again to escape damage to life 
and property but the French island of Guadeloupe to the south was 
struck. There was ready response to the Branch’s appeal for clothing 
and eleven bundles of clothing and some foodstuffs were sent off. Nine 
packages of clothing were also sent to strike-torn British Guiana.

Junior Red Cross—The Links were very active during the year. 
They were on parade on Commonwealth Youth Sunday and on 
Remembrance Sunday, and also lined the routes during the Royal 
visits. During Red Cross Week all the Links of the island met together 
for an afternoon of fun and games. When Miss Jenny Scott, Head
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quarters Field Officer, visited Montserrat, the opportunity was taken 
to bring the Link Leaders together for discussions. Once again the 
Juniors assisted admirably with the selling of flags on flag day.

Fund Raising—A flag day, bingo sessions and a concert put on 
by the V.A.D.s and Links helped to raise much-needed funds. The 
usual Hallowe’en barn dance held in aid of the building fund was 
very successful.

RHODESIA
Rhodesia in Central Africa comprises Matabeleland, Mashonaland 

and Manicaland. The chief occupations are agriculture, mining and 
tobacco growing. The population is over 4,000,000. The Branch was 
formed in 1931.

T raining and H ealth Education—The importance attached by 
the Branch to training was signified by the appointment of a Head
quarters Training Officer. This resulted in the evolution of a month’s 
comprehensive practical course for rural areas, comprising Basic Health, 
Hygiene, First Aid, Child Welfare, Home Nursing and Nutrition, 
which was first successfully given to thirty-three members of women’s 
clubs at Sipolilo. Special courses in First Aid were given in Fort 
Victoria to members and teachers, and all Divisions carried out training 
programmes in Red Cross subjects. One Division ran a Tuberculosis 
course for the first time.

A feature of health education in the rural areas was the use of 
films and visual aids as well as competitions in the practical application 
of the subjects taught.

D etachments—An African Men’s Detachment was formed in 
Umtali, bringing the total to eleven. In addition to their routine 
training and attendance at public events, V.A.D.s carried out many 
and varied duties which included assisting at blood donor sessions and 
clinics, running hospital libraries, instructing young people in Red 
Cross subjects, transporting the sick and physically handicapped, 
hospital visiting and distribution of comforts, and visiting and nursing 
sick people in their homes.

Blood D onor Services—The African Blood Donor Service was 
taken over by the Salisbury Division and, during the year, eighty-seven 
factories were visited twice a month, once for propaganda talks and 
once to carry out the bleeds. In this way 3,116 pints of blood were 
collected for Harare Hospital. Bulawayo V.A.D.s were on duty once a 
week and for emergency sessions, often being away for the whole day. 
Other Divisions were also active in recruiting donors and assisting at 
bleeding sessions. At Chipinga Agricultural Show the Umtali Division 
canvassed successfully for new donors.

Clinics—In the Salisbury area a further increase was recorded in 
the number of attendances. The Hunyani Clinic, opened in June, had 
a large clientele, particularly of badly burned patients and malnourished 
children. Many treatments were given at the Physiotherapy Clinics

34



and at the Cerebral Palsy Clinic, open two mornings a week. The 
Red Cross Ambulance was used to transport patients to and from 
their homes.

The rural health scheme pioneered by the Salisbury Division in 
the Chiweshe Reserve, whereby five Red Cross trained home nurses 
ran clinics, proved very successful. The number of patients treated 
was 5,661 and it was decided to extend this scheme in 1965.

On 4th December the Salisbury Division took over the 
administration of a dental clinic and ninety-seven patients were 
treated before the end of the year by professional staff on a 
voluntary basis.

In the Bulawayo area skimmed milk powder, Pro-Nutro, vitamins 
and baby foods were supplied to mothers attending clinics. At the 
Luveve Clinic vaccinations and immunisations were carried out.

M embers’ Groups—Members in Bulawayo and Fort Victoria 
were very active. In Bulawayo their duties included teaching 
diversional handcrafts at the Mpilo Chest Hospital, doing patients’ 
shopping, transport duty and fund raising. They served 2,186 cups of 
tea to out-patients and blood donor sessions. In Fort Victoria members 
visited Copota School for the Blind to present warm garments and 
blankets they had made. Gifts of clothing and magazines were collected 
and sent to the Leper Hospital. All the members took a short First Aid 
course and passed the examination.

The Enkeldoorn Group lost several members but the Leader was 
able to carry on the running of the Kiosk for the Hospital. The

RHODESIA----FIRST AID CLASS
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Darwendale Group was formed late in 1964 and started with a 
Practical First Aid Course and the collection of books and materials 
for the Leper Hospital.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and Institutions-—Salisbury 
Division’s new Kiosk, built to celebrate Centenary Year in the grounds 
of the Central Hospital, was opened by the Minister of Health in 
November. The Marandellas Kiosk continued to be very popular and 
gave nutritious drinks free to children. Canteens and Trolley Shops 
were run in various hospitals, homes and institutions. Gatooma ran 
a Tuck Shop at the Infectious Diseases Hospital. At the African 
Infectious Diseases Hospital in Salisbury sixty patients a month were 
taught weaving, rug-making, sewing and crochet. Libraries were run 
in several hospitals and periodicals and books were distributed in many 
hospitals and institutions, and to lepers and old people.

Welfare for Individuals and Families—Red Cross Head
quarters assisted in thirty-one cases in the United Kingdom, Rhodesia, 
Malawi, South Africa and Zambia, requiring welfare reports or 
travelling arrangements. V.A.D.s and other volunteers made many 
hundreds of journeys in order to transport the sick and physically 
handicapped and patients travelling to and from doctors and hospitals.

Children’s Centres—By establishing a Crèche in Luveve African 
Township the Bulawayo Division provided a much-needed facility for 
the many working mothers. A building was provided by the local 
authorities and the Crèche was run by a trained nurse with two helpers 
and a nursery school teacher.

Feeding Schemes—The Gwelo Division continued to feed 180 
children of the unemployed six days a week, financed by the 
Municipality. In Salisbury the distribution of dry rations to the 
unemployed was carried out on behalf of the Government. The 
numbers increased during the year to 2,177.

J unior Red Cross—2,090 certificates were issued during the 
year. Bulawayo Juniors undertook duties at public and sporting 
events and helped with the Hospital Library Service. Fort Victoria’s 
four Links at the Mucheke Township gave service for the Copota 
School for the Blind. Members of the Karoi Link made First 
Aid Boxes for their homes. The Link at Dadaya Mission continued 
with their training and demonstrations in resuscitation were given at 
the swimming pool. Five new Links were formed in the Umtali 
Division and their training included Drill and Rescue, and Fire 
Fighting. Duties were carried out with seniors at First Aid Posts, 
Crèches, the Hospital and at Dangamvura Clinic. Juniors continued 
to look after a crippled girl and boy in Sakubva, providing them with 
winter outfits, food and toys. A consignment of toys was sent to 
thirty-four children at Mukuwapasi.

The event of the year for the Salisbury Division was the Holiday 
Camp for Crippled Children held at Beira. This was an outstanding 
success and provided fifty-four children with ten days at the seaside. 
Juniors organised fund-raising events to help with the expenses and
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twenty-eight Juniors accompanied the party in addition to fourteen 
adult members. Other acts of service performed by Salisbury Juniors 
included duties at the Central Hospital during weekends, collecting 
and knitting squares for blankets for the blind and collecting for 
jumble sales.

Fund Raising—Events included a ball, a film premiere, jumble 
sales, raffles, a book sale, a flag day and morning markets. Catering and 
the sale of Red Cross Christmas cards were also means of raising money.

ST. HELENA
St. Helena, an island over 1,000 miles from the west coast of 

Africa, can only be reached by boats which make infrequent calls. 
Its population is under 5,000. The Branch was formed in 1955.

D etachment—Eight members passed the First Aid examination. 
The mouth-to-mouth method of resuscitation 'was introduced and 
demonstrations, with the help of a “Resusci-anne” model, were given 
in social centres and schools throughout the island.

Blood D onor Service—The Branch continued to recruit 
volunteers for the Panel. Fourteen blood donor certificates and 
badges were awarded.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and Institutions—Members 
visited the hospitals and the Parish Home, taking gifts for the patients. 
The Branch provided the Christmas dinner for the Parish Home. 
A paralysed boy was given a new wheel chair. Several old people 
were taken to the local cinema followed by tea at a restaurant.

A member taught simple handcrafts to patients in the Mental 
Hospital. A few of the patients were taken for a bus drive and tea 
at the Golf Club.

W elfare for Individuals and Families—Several families were 
helped with clothing, blankets and food parcels. The Medical Loan 
Depot continued to be of great service to the community and it was 
necessary to increase the stocks.

J unior Red Cross—Numbers increased and keen interest was 
maintained. All the Juniors have been trained in First Aid, and some 
in Home Nursing and Mothercraft, many to proficiency standard. 
They were represented on Commonwealth Youth Sunday, Hospital 
Sunday, and at the Cenotaph on Remembrance Day. Gifts of clothing, 
toys, scrap books, blankets, etc., sent by Juniors in England were much 
appreciated and were put to good use. At Christmas time, 500 gift 
boxes and a quantity of soft toys were received from the American 
Junior Red Cross, and these were distributed to needy children in all 
parts of the island.

F und Raising—Funds were raised by means of a flag day, the 
annual ball, dances, raffles and coffee mornings. Two dances sponsored 
by the Detachment raised £ 75.
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ST. KITTS—NEVIS—ANGUILLA
The Branch consists of three Divisions in the islands of St. Kitts, 

Nevis and Anguilla in the Leeward Islands. The total population of 
the islands numbers 57,000. The Branch was formed in 1942.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and I nstitutions—Members 
of all three Divisions visited patients in hospitals and old people’s 
homes. Gifts were taken and the Visiting Group of the St. Kitts 
Division presented two wheel chairs to the Cunningham Hospital. 
The Nevis Division helped towards an urgently needed repair to the 
floor of the Charlestown Crèche. Subsequent events proved this help 
to be most timely as the matron received injuries, which could have 
proved very serious, as a result of falling through the floor.

W elfare for Individuals and F amilies—Sick and bedridden 
people were visited with gifts of clothing and magazines. Parcels of 
food were distributed at Christmas time. When the crew of an 
American submarine visited Anguilla they made a generous donation 
of clothing and other gifts for the benefit of the needy sick.

D isaster Relief—Red Cross representatives attended three 
meetings of the Joint Emergency Committee set up in St. Kitts to 
co-ordinate the responsibilities of voluntary organisations in the event 
of hurricanes and similar disasters. The Nevis Division purchased 
extra emergency equipment in preparation for the hurricane season.

A good response from the public after Hurricane Cleo hit 
Guadeloupe enabled the Branch to forward cash donations and 
clothing to the stricken island.

Junior Red Cross—Juniors helped with distribution of American 
Red Cross Junior Gift Boxes, fund raising, and parades and displays 
held during Red Cross Week. They gave Christmas parties for needy 
children. The Charlestown Girls’ School Link visited the Infirmary 
and the Hospital with gifts which they had made themselves. The 
Links of New River produced an evening of carols and recitations at 
Christmas in order to raise funds for the purchase of a First Aid Kit. 
Anguilla Juniors took up their positions with other youth organisations 
on the occasion of the Duke of Edinburgh’s visit.

F und Raising—Events held during Red Cross Week included 
flag days, musical evenings and a dance at Government House, Nevis.

ST. LUCIA
St. Lucia is the second largest of the mountainous Windward 

Islands. It has a population of about 96,000. The capital is Castries 
with a fine harbour; the main crops are bananas, sugar and coconuts. 
A patois of French derivation is still spoken, especially in the country. 
The Branch was formed in 1949.

T raining and Health Education—Junior Links received 
training in Home Nursing, and lectures were also given by the 
Medical Officer of Health in Castries.
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W elfare Services in  H ospitals and Institutions—Members 
paid fortnightly visits to the Mental Home and made a monthly 
distribution of comforts to the inmates of the Malgretoute Institution 
for the aged poor. Weekly food parcels were supplied to ex-patients 
of the T.B. Hospital. The Branch provided daily meals for the twelve 
students at the School for the Blind and helped to supply equipment 
for a workshop at the Mental Hospital. Radios were presented to the 
Soufriere Hospital and the Malgretoute Institution.

W elfare Services for Individuals and Families—Sympathetic 
consideration was given to all individual appeals for assistance, and 
help rendered in several cases, including those of two families whose 
homes were destroyed by fire. Friends in Canada contributed a 
generous supply of good clothing to the Branch.

A new enterprise was the establishment of a Medical Loan Depot 
at a cost of SI,000 for the loan of aids such as wheel chairs, crutches 
and other equipment to sick and injured persons.

D isaster Relief—New and improved plans were formulated and 
distributed for the organisation of immediate relief measures, operation 
of emergency feeding centres, distribution of relief supplies and for 
First Aid treatment. The Branch sent a donation to the Guadeloupe 
Red Cross to assist in relief work after Hurricane Cleo.

Junior Red Cross—Juniors undertook sewing for the poor, 
visits to sick people in their homes, and distribution of toys at 
Christmas time and clothing to needy families.

F und Raising—During Red Cross Week special efforts were 
made to raise funds. A flag day, a very well organised Hallowe’en 
dance and other smaller efforts added $2,400 to the funds.

Other Events—The visit of H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh was 
the highlight of the year. Members took an active part in the Youth 
Rally organised in his honour and were in charge of First Aid Posts. 
Another visitor was Miss Jenny Scott who spent a week with the 
Branch in May.

During August the Branch was host to a group of twenty-four 
Red Cross members from Martinique for five days. Accommodation 
and hospitality were arranged and very friendly relationships were 
established with the visitors.

Red Cross Headquarters was open every morning and a telephone 
was installed. A part of the building was made available to the new 
welfare organisation financed by the Save the Children Fund.

ST. VINCENT
St. Vincent, a volcanic island in the Windwards, is w'ell known 

for the production of arrowTOot. The capital is Kingstown and the 
population is about 83,000. The Branch was formed in 1949.

T raining—Detachment members attended lectures throughout 
the year and were successful in the Advanced First Aid examinations.
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ST. VINCENT— ARRIVAL OF POLIO PATIENT AFTER TREATMENT IN TRINIDAD

D etachments—V.A.D.s visited institutions and were on duty at 
sports meetings and other public gatherings. At the Annual Inspection 
they gave a display of First Aid.

Blood D onor Service — The number of volunteers was 
heartening and many of the donors were called upon to give 
blood during the year.

M embers’ Groups—Members visited hospitals and homes, 
attended lectures and helped in the day nurseries.

Welfare Services in  H ospitals and Institutions — The 
Hospital Canteen was continued and regular visits were made to 
hospitals and institutions, including the Leper Asylum, the Mental 
Hospital and the Tubercular Hospital. Help was given in the form 
of comforts and companionship, and materials were provided for the 
blind. There was much activity at Christmas time when welcome
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gifts from the United Kingdom and American Juniors were distributed 
to the needy sick.

Welfare for Individuals and Families—A boy crippled by 
poliomyelitis was sent to Trinidad for treatment, with assistance 
towards the cost of his keep from the Canadian Save the Children 
Fund. He returned to the island much improved. Two cases of 
hardship were investigated at the request of National Headquarters as 
a result of which help was given by the Government through the 
Branch to these families. A pair of crutches was given to a man in need, 
and families deserted by fathers were aided by donations of clothing.

Children’s Centres — The Day Nurseries continued very 
successfully, although at great expense to the Branch. Some children 
attained the age limit and left as healthy individuals, their places 
immediately taken by others.

D isaster Relief—Help was given to victims of fires, wind storms 
and minor floods.

Junior Red Cross—Many new members were enrolled bringing 
the total to 601. Juniors helped with fund raising and distributed gifts 
to the needy sick at Christmas time.

F und Raising— Several successful events were held including a 
gala dance, Christmas carols and a concert. A flag day was also run 
but it was not very productive.

SARAWAK
Sarawak on the north-west corner of the island of Borneo has a 

population of some 777,000 Dyaks, Malays, Chinese and others, mostly 
engaged in agriculture. The Branch, which was formed in 1948, 
becomes a Branch of the Malaysia Red Cross Society in 1965.

T raining—Nursing and Instructors’ courses were held, with the 
help of a Headquarters Field Officer. The situation created by 
Indonesian armed raids and the threats of further aggression led to 
more intensive training, and the number of doctors and S.R.N.s on 
the panel of lecturers and examiners was increased.

With financial assistance from National Headquarters a Branch 
Field Officer was appointed and received training in Sabah and 
Sarawak.

D etachments—V.A.D.s spent a very busy year both in training 
and activities. First Aid Posts were well attended at race meetings, 
sporting events, parades, rallies and fairs. The most impressive event 
during the year was the State Visit of the King and Queen of Malaysia 
■when six First Aid Posts were set up along the lJi-mile route which 
was lined by schoolchildren and the public. In the course of two 
hours about 200 cases of fainting were attended to.

Blood D onor Service—The Branch played an important role 
by registering, calling and campaigning for donors, and by providing 
attendants at the Blood Transfusion Centres at the hospitals. Members
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did duty by serving refreshments and looking after the donors. The 
Red Cross Ambulance was used for the transport of donors.

M embers’ G roups—Members were active throughout the year 
visiting hospitals, sewing for fund raising, sorting and mending clothing 
for relief, and in numerous other activities.

W elfare Services—The Branch continued to provide comforts 
to inmates of Homes and to patients at the Leprosy and Mental 
Hospitals. Gifts were distributed to handicapped and hospitalised 
children. Under-nourished babies were supplied with powdered milk.

The Transit Hostel in Kuching continued to provide accom
modation for patients and relatives from outlying districts attending 
hospital for treatment. Food and clothing were supplied to those who 
arrived wdth nothing. Victims of border raids wrere also housed and 
looked after at the Hostel.

The Ambulance provided a round-the-clock service transporting 
out-patients to and from clinics, and a once-weekly service to an 
up-country area.

D isaster Relief—Though floods occurred they were not as 
disastrous as those of the previous year. Relief in the form of clothing 
and blankets was immediately dispatched to the victims. There were 
several major fires wrhich destroyed homes and brought much suffering 
to the victims. The most disastrous destroyed a block of nine shop- 
houses in the bazaar at Limbang when ten people died and 117 w7ere 
rendered homeless. The Branch Field Officer immediately flew to 
Limbang to bring blankets and clothing and to assist the local Red 
Cross in administering relief. Powffered milk was also distributed to 
young victims.

As a result of Indonesian “confrontation” small numbers of people 
from border areas from time to time sought refuge in safer areas. Red 
Cross relief was dropped to them by helicopter as it was not possible 
to reach them by road or river.

Junior Red Cross—The Junior members increased in number 
and took their part in training and activities. They worked very hard 
in fund raising. Most of the older Link members later joined Cadet 
Units and Detachments.

F und Raising—Members and volunteers continued to play their 
part in fund raising. Annual bazaars, film shows, dances and other 
events were held in the various Divisions.

Other Events—Miss Whittington, Director of the Overseas 
Development Department, paid her last official visit to Sarawak in 
November.

SEYCHELLES
The Seychelles in the Indian Ocean are made up of ninety-two 

islands of which the chief is Mahe. Due to their isolation there is not 
much contact with the outside world. The population is 44,000. The 
Branch w7as formed in 1935.
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T raining and H ealth Education—Three First Aid courses 
were held and 114 candidates were successful in the examinations.

Blood D onor Service—Every effort was made to encourage 
more people to register as blood donors.

Welfare for I ndividuals—Needy schoolchildren and adults 
were provided with spectacles free of charge. Assistance was given 
to a patient who had to undergo an operation in Kenya.

Feeding Schemes—Food parcels were distributed weekly to a 
number of tuberculosis patients who also received skimmed milk sent 
from Australia.

The Branch continued to distribute milk to infants up to four 
months old who had been recommended by the Branch Medical 
Officer. To ensure the proper working of the scheme the babies were 
weighed at regular intervals.

Junior Red Cross—Juniors took part in the Queen’s Birthday 
Parade and the Remembrance Day Ceremony. They helped at two 
Christmas parties for children and distributed gift parcels to needy 
children.

F und Raising—A successful Red Cross Bazaar was held in 
August. A shop was open every Saturday morning at Headquarters 
when gifts of all kinds received from the public were offered for sale.

Other Events—The Headquarters Field Officer, Miss Lancaster, 
who spent two years in the Seychelles to advise the Branch and help 
with the Tuberculosis Campaign scheme, returned to England in 
September.

A new Branch Headquarters was officially opened by His 
Excellency the Governor in February.

SINGAPORE
The island of Singapore, covering 217 square miles, has a 

population of 1,733,000. A causeway carrying a road and railway 
joins Singapore to the Malay Peninsula. The Branch, which was 
formed in 1949, becomes a Branch of the Malaysia Red Cross Society 
in 1965.

The year 1964 was one of solid work and satisfactory results, 
with a gratifying increase in membership, both senior and junior.

T raining and H ealth Education—This was a record year for 
training activities and included an Instructors’ course in which seven 
V.A.D.s gained certificates. Training in First Aid, Nursing and 
Foot-drill for V.A.D.s and Juniors was intensified, and for the first 
time a Health Education course for a Primary School Unit was 
conducted. Courses in First Aid and Nursing were given for the 
teachers in charge of Junior Red Cross Units and Cadet Leaders.

A Branch officer attended a fortnight’s Training course in Kuala 
Lumpur for the Rehabilitation of the Handicapped. Her experience
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will be valuable for the Branch in its problem of resettling the older 
physically handicapped children.

A special course in Field Ambulance and Emergency Relief Work 
was held for Detachment officers. This was followed by practical 
work with the comfort baskets, emergency medical equipment and 
food rations stored at Red Cross House.

Detachments—Membership in all ten Detachments increased 
and three more were formed. Qualified First Aiders gave service at 
all sports meetings including the Grand Prix Big Walk, trade fairs 
and exhibitions. The Ambulance was kept busy throughout the year.

M embers’ Groups—The Groups in Changi, Naval Base and 
Seletar continued their good work. Activities in Changi centred 
mainly round the Crippled Children’s Home, with the provision of 
bed linen, garments for the children and regular help in the Physio
therapy Room and the School. The Seletar Group, with a membership 
of about forty, gave regular assistance to the Leper Home. Members 
from the Naval Base, besides their work within the Base, visited a 
Home for the Chronic Sick with gifts of food, and they also donated 
a television set.

Welfare Services in  PIospitai.s—The Red Cross continued the 
Library Service in the General Hospital on five days a week and in 
the T.B. Hospital twice-weekly. The Trolley Service for the T.B. 
patients was also greatly appreciated. A gift of four television sets 
was made to the T.B. patients.

W elfare for I ndividuals and Families—The weekly treats for 
old people were as popular as ever. The two full-time welfare workers

SINGAPORE----DEMONSTRATION OF FIRST AID
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travelled many miles visiting homes and distributing clothing and 
rations. The Hospital Car Service transporting patients for treatment, 
physiotherapy and occupational therapy was continued.

Once a month about 100 families of handicapped children received 
rations of milk powder, noodles, flour and oil given by the Catholic 
Welfare Services to the Red Cross for distribution. Gifts of clothing 
from the public increased and were distributed when necessary to 
needy families.

Accommodation was found and the Branch looked after four 
patients from Sabah coming to Singapore for treatment, besides 
meeting others in transit to and from Kuala Lumpur.

Children’s H ome—The year started happily for the Crippled 
Children’s Home with the arrival of a volunteer physiotherapist from 
the United Kingdom for ten months. With the opportunity this gave 
for intensive physiotherapy, more spastic children were taken into the 
Home. In March some major repairs were carried out. The fun fair 
and the annual sports were two enjoyable events well attended. Gifts 
from the Junior Red Cross in America, Australia, Canada, Japan and 
Great Britain were a source of delight for the children, as were the 
hundreds of visitors who visited the Home.

Just before Christmas heavy rain and high tides caused a land
slide involving the Singapore Red Cross in expensive repairs and the 
building of a sea wall to prevent future landslides. However, friends 
rallied round and gave the children a wonderful time during the 
Christmas festivities which ended with a concert and a party.

D isaster Relief—At the request of the League of Red Cross 
Societies £2,000 worth of lightweight blankets were purchased and 
sent by air to South Vietnam for the flood victims.

Junior Red Cross—The spirit of service is continually growing 
among the young people in Singapore. The Junior Red Cross in 
thirty-five schools increased its activities and two new Units were 
started. Besides training in First Aid, Nursing and Health, Juniors 
attended classes in Japanese flower arrangement, sewing and papier 
mâché work. The Juniors maintained the Library Service in the 
General Hospital and made their contribution to the Old People’s 
Club and Handicapped Children’s Club by serving teas and giving 
entertainments. International friendship was maintained with Juniors 
overseas through the exchange of greetings cards and albums.

F und Raising—The main sources of the year’s income were flag 
day, donations, the Government grant for the Crippled Children’s 
Home, and the food and fun fair. The Press and T.V. authorities 
were most co-operative in helping Red Cross appeals to be seen and 
heard in every home.

Other Events—The Branch Secretary had the opportunity of 
attending the South-East Asian Red Cross Forum in Australia as an 
observer. The Branch was delighted to entertain officials from the 
League of Red Cross Societies and from several National Societies 
during the course of the year.
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The most significant event was the Meeting of Representatives 
from the British Red Cross Society, Malaya, Sarawak, Sabah and 
Singapore to discuss the formation of the Malaysian Red Cross 
Society. It was a proud moment for the Branch to welcome Miss 
Whittington, Director of the Overseas Development Department, and 
the delegates from Sabah, Sarawak and the Federation of Malaya.

SOLOMON ISLANDS
The British Solomon Islands Protectorate covers a land area of 

about 11,500 square miles and has a population of 133,000 Melanesians, 
Polynesians, Asiatics and others. The Branch was formed in 1951.

T raining and H ealth Education—The Red Cross Public 
Health Nurse gave instruction in First Aid and Emergency 
Resuscitation to various schools. The manikin “Resusci-andy” was 
in great demand and all trainee medical assistants and student nurses 
at Central Hospital were trained to use the mouth-to-mouth method.

Instruction in Child Welfare, Hygiene, Sewing and Cookery was 
given to mothers who attended Red Cross Clinics.

Blood D onor Service—The Branch was asked to reorganise the 
blood donor lists at Central Hospital. An appeal was made and 175 
donors’ names were registered. A blood donor’s medal was awarded 
to the first Solomon Islander to give more than six pints of blood.

Clinics—Regular clinics were held at the Red Cross Health 
Centre, Mataniko’o, under the supervision of the Red Cross Nurse. 
Student nurses of the Medical Department assisted at the Ante-Natal 
Clinics. Many of the mothers brought their babies to the Child 
Welfare Clinics and to the Immunisation Clinics which were held 
twice weekly. All children under five years old were immunised 
against whooping cough, diphtheria, poliomyelitis, tetanus and 
smallpox. The Nurse also visited Tenaru Levers, Tenaru Catholic 
Catachist School, Lunga, Tanagai and Bohu to conduct regular 
clinics. Three clinics were held at Centres in the Malaita Division 
and one in the Western Division.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and Institutions—Central 
Hospital was visited weekly and long-term patients in the T.B. 
wards were encouraged to make patchwork quilts and toys. Magazines 
were given out, also simple games and materials to make postcard 
albums. The Branch gave a radio to the Kukum Mental Hospital 
where the patients were visited weekly with gifts of sweets, tobacco 
and clothing. Patients in the Tetere Leprosarium received soap, toilet 
articles and Junior Red Cross parcels from England. They were also 
given sports gear to encourage them to be more active.

Members visited hospitals in the Divisions to teach diversional 
handcrafts, and to distribute magazines, and gifts at Christmas time. 
The Malaita Division gave a radio to the Fauambu Hospital and the 
Western Division maintained all radio sets in the five wards of the 
Gizo Hospital.
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The Australian Red Cross sent magazines and also a case of toys 
which were given to children in various leprosaria. The Canadian 
Junior Red Cross sent health kits which were distributed to hospitals 
and leprosaria.

Welfare for Individuals—The Branch sent various patients 
overseas for hospital treatment which was not available in the 
Protectorate. They assisted them with travel arrangements and 
extra clothing. The Malaita Division supplied polio victims with 
carpentry tools and crutches. There was a hold-up in the distribution 
of locally made wheel chairs for which there was a waiting list of 
sixty disabled people.

Feeding Schemes—Many babies, whose mothers were unable to 
breast-feed them, and orphan babies were assisted by the Red Cross 
Milk Distribution Scheme. The cases were reported by District 
Officers touring in remote areas and by Mission hospitals and stations. 
Several Melanesian couples who adopted babies appealed for assistance 
in feeding and instruction on looking after their babies. Full-cream 
milk was given and all the babies made excellent progress.

Dried skimmed milk supplied from the United States through 
the Catholic Mission was distributed to hospitals, leprosaria and 
Red Cross clinics.

D isaster Relief—Donations totalling £153 were sent to Fiji to 
assist in flood disaster relief there.

Cooking utensils were supplied to a village on Savo Island when 
homes were washed away. Rice was given to another village when 
gardens were flooded. The Western Division gave help to the 
Tasman Islanders when they were stranded at Gizo.

The densely populated island of Malaita has a heavy rainfall and 
frequent floods. Fires are also common and families often lose all 
their possessions. On many occasions the Division supplied cooking 
pots, food, clothing, tobacco and knives.

Junior Red Cross—Pamua was the most active Link during the 
year. Juniors of this Link did an enormous amount of sewing for the 
Red Cross Fete and raised money for the victims of the Fiji flood 
disaster through their co-operative shop.

F und Raising—Several successful fetes and a ball were held; 
the thrift shop was also a useful means of raising money.

W agina—The Government brought the people of the drought- 
stricken Phoenix Islands to live on the island of Wagina. At the 
Government’s request National Headquarters sent a trained nurse 
and a young man volunteer to help with their resettlement. The 
people were used to low-lying atolls and Wagina is thickly covered 
with heavy jungle and has some high mountains. When the first wave 
of settlers arrived they had to hack out clearings, build houses and 
plant their gardens, preparing for the second wave who arrived before 
the gardens started producing. National Headquarters gave £500 to 
buy rice and tinned meat, and arranged for four tons a month of 
skimmed milk to be supplied through the American Red Cross.
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Junior members of the Hampshire Branch knitted 900 blankets for 
the islanders. Miss Wells organised the milk distribution and ensured 
that the people drank it; she ran child welfare and public health 
clinics and taught mothercraft, hygiene and simple sewing to the 
mothers. Mr. Tinson gave First Aid instruction to the men and 
youths and had charge of the distribution of anti-malarial drugs. 
Some of the settlers made articles of local craft and sent them to the 
Branch to sell at the annual fete.

SWAZILAND
Swaziland in Southern Africa has a population of 280,000. The 

capital is Mbabane and the chief occupations are agriculture and 
cattle ranching. The Branch was formed in 1932.

The Swaziland Branch was more active during 1964 than in any 
year since its inception in 1932, and the amount of money raised for 
Red Cross work was also a record. Two new Divisions were formed, 
Bunya and Mhlume-Tshaneni, bringing the total to eleven. The two 
Field Officers, who were responsible for organising and guiding the 
Red Cross Clinics and Junior Links, travelled a total of 9,770 miles 
during the year.

T raining and H ealth Education—First Aid, Practical First 
Aid and Practical Nursing courses were run for adults and 124 
certificates were awarded. First Aid lectures were given to fifty 
students at the Trades School.

Mothers attending the Red Cross Clinics received instruction in 
Health, Hygiene and Baby Feeding.

Clinics—The fourteen Clinics, run by trained nurses with the 
assistance of Red Cross members, had a busy year in which 15,143 
babies were examined. The Clinics guarded against malnutrition with 
the distribution of UNICEF powdered milk, full-cream milk, Pronutro 
and other high-protein foods, and the instruction of mothers in the 
care of their babies.

At the Swaziland Plantations additional weekly clinics were held 
for twenty T.B. patients.

At Goedgegun, where clinics had been held with great difficulty 
in a garage, the Division was helped by a grant from the Oxford 
Committee for Famine Relief and a new Red Cross Headquarters 
building, including a Clinic, was opened in May.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals and Institutions — T.B. 
patients in hospital were visited twice a month by members of the 
Mbabane Division who took food and reading matter and taught 
the patients knitting, sewfing, blanket-making and raffia work.

Monthly visits were paid to the Leper Colony with gifts of food, 
sweets and clothes. The patients were transported to the Queen’s 
Birthday Parade this year for the first time.
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Welfare for Individuals and Families—Members of the 
Mbabane Division entertained a group of elderly people belonging 
to “The Antique Club” each month throughout the year. Members 
of the Mhlambanyati Division gave home help to mothers returning 
from hospital and looked after children while their mothers were in 
hospital. They visited sick people and gave clothing and blankets to 
those in need.

Feeding Schemes—Large quantities of milk, food and vitamins 
were given out or sold at Red Cross Clinics. The eighty pupils of the 
Swaziland Plantations School were provided with breakfast before 
school and milk during the morning.

D isaster Relief—When a disastrous grass fire swept over the 
Zombode area one night 140 people were rendered homeless. The 
Red Cross organised the supply of food and clothing for the victims 
with generous support from the public.

Junior Red Cross—A further twelve Links were formed during 
the year, making a total of twenty. Groups were started at the William 
Pitcher College, the Nazarene Teacher Training College and the 
Domestic Science Centre, Mbuluzi, in order to encourage teachers in 
training to start Links in their schools.

Junior members attended courses in Junior Practical Health, 
Practical First Aid and Practical Nursing, gaining 129 certificates. 
Other Junior activities included attendance at official parades, 
gardening, camping, fund raising and the exchange of international 
correspondence albums.

Fund Raising—Among successful fund-raising events were flag 
day collections, morning markets, the sale of Christmas cards and 
tournaments staged by Army units. There was an excellent response 
to the Red Cross Centenary Appeal and the Swaziland Government 
made a grant to the Branch from the sale of Centenary stamps.

ZAMBIA
The Republic of Zambia became an independent state in October, 

1964. It covers an area of 288,130 square miles in Central Africa with 
a population of 3,545,000. The main centres of population lie in the 
Copperbelt and copper mining provides the principal source of revenue. 
The Branch was formed in 1949.

T raining and H ealth Education—The annual Residential 
Training Course, which was held in Lusaka in December, 1964, 
continues to prove well worth while since it is attended by persons 
such as teachers and welfare workers from outlying districts, who are 
in a position to use the knowledge gained for the benefit of their 
communities. All twenty candidates gained certificates and a thorough 
knowledge of Red Cross work. The Training Officer has been in such 
great demand that early in 1965 it is intended to hold a three-month
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intensive training course for some twelve full-time men, in order to 
furnish the required permanent Training Officers for the rural areas 
and the Zambia Youth Camps, where there is an urgent need. 
In 1964, 113 First Aid and 248 Practical First Aid Certificates were 
awarded and 100 in other subjects.

Detachments—There are four active Detachments which have 
been fully extended in training duties and in providing relief during 
emergencies.

Blood D onor Service—Blood Banks are maintained in Lusaka, 
Kitwe and Ndola; in the smaller centres blood is supplied on demand, 
all records being kept by Red Cross members. Approximately 10,000 
pints are supplied annually.

Clinics—Regular work is carried out by members. In addition, 
the Red Cross is often called in by Local Authorities to help with 
specific needs of an emergency nature, such as mass inoculation and 
vaccination schemes.

M embers’ G roups—There are nine Members’ Groups whose 
activities range from fund raising, welfare at leprosaria, and blood 
donor services, to welfare in hospitals and for individuals, and training 
courses. These Groups, often in somewhat remote areas, do much 
to maintain the chain of Red Cross work throughout the country and 
to arouse the public’s interest.

W elfare Services in  H ospitals—Members work in close 
conjunction with local hospitals, running Trolley Shops, Libraries 
and Flower Services, providing transport, and visiting patients to help 
with letter writing or shopping. V.A.D.s are available for supplemen
tary nursing duties.

W elfare for I ndividuals and Families—The Branch works in 
close contact with other voluntary organisations and the Welfare 
Departments, and nearly all of the varied enquiries for help are 
answered. In 1964 there were, amongst others, numerous requests 
for medical aids for loan, nine requests for patients to be met or 
assisted on their travels, seven requests for welfare reports for relatives 
and twelve enquiries for missing persons.

Children’s H omes and Centres — Lusaka Division help 
regularly at the Hubbard Pool for the treatment of crippled children. 
Junior members help to run crèches at public events.

F eeding Schemes—Quantities of high-protein food were sent to 
the disturbed areas in Eastern and Northern Provinces.

D isaster Relief—The main emergency was caused by the 
Lenshina Church disturbances. Three medical teams with fully 
equipped ambulances, and large quantities of supplies and medicines, 
were sent to Mulanga Mission where 3,000 people took sanctuary. 
Further supplies were sent to the resettled villages. The wounded
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were met at airports and transported to hospital. Extra supplies of 
blood plasma were collected.

Junior Red Cross—There are still about 600 Junior members 
who have given willing help in many spheres and many places. Eight 
new Links have been registered and 141 certificates were awarded in 
various subjects.

Fund Raising—In spite of an extremely difficult year, owing to 
the great deal of hard work and enthusiasm of the fund-raising 
Committees attached to each Unit, the work of the Branch has not 
been severely hampered by lack of funds.

Broadcasting and News—Broadcasting remains one of the best 
media for reaching all strata of society. Programmes were sent out 
twice-monthly in English and four times a week in the vernacular. 
They consisted of news, health hints, plays, quizzes, etc. A printed 
Newsletter on the same lines was sent monthly to the rural areas.

COMMITTEES

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS
The British Virgin Islands, situated in the Caribbean, have a 

population of 7,300, most of whom live in the largest island, Tortola. 
The Committee was formed in 1958 and is active chiefly in the field 
of Junior Red Cross.

The highlight of the year was the opening of the hall which the 
Government kindly lent to the Red Cross as a headquarters and store. 
It was formally opened by H.H. the Administrator on 26th November. 
Juniors and Girl Guides were on parade, refreshments were served to 
visitors and Red Cross films were shown.

Junior members were given a comprehensive First Aid course 
which included instruction in the prevention of accidents and 
road safety.

MALTA
Malta, a rocky and thickly populated island in the Mediterranean, 

became independent in September, 1964. The population is 326,000. 
A Committee of the B.R.C.S. was established in 1952.

Malta became independent in September, 1964, but the Red 
Cross Committee continued to function in the same manner as before.
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The Secretary visited regularly the families of Maltese T.B. patients 
undergoing treatment in England and gave them news contained in 
the welfare reports received from Headquarters. He sent to London 
any information required by the patients concerning their families. 
Other welfare work, often referred to the Committee by Headquarters, 
was also carried out.

NEW HEBRIDES
The New Hebrides group of islands in the South Pacific Ocean 

supports a population of approximately 65,650 and is administered by 
a British-French Condominium Government. A Committee of the 
B.R.C.S. was re-formed there in August, 1963.

Membership increased from 83 to 123, and a representative was 
chosen in Santo to maintain contacts between the members there and 
the Committee in Vila.

Blood D onor Service—The Committee established a Blood 
Bank in Vila under the direction of the Medical Superintendent at 
the Paton Memorial Hospital. Weekly blood-taking sessions were 
organised and in emergencies additional donors were quickly contacted 
by the Red Cross.

W elfare for I ndividuals and Families—Help was given on 
various occasions to local families who were in trouble. Babies 
travelling through the islands in order to undergo medical treatment 
were met, cared for overnight and seen onto the plane for their 
onward journey next day.

D isaster Relief—Assistance was given on two occasions to the 
victims of hurricanes in the New Hebrides. Financial assistance was 
given to Fiji at the time of the flooding there and to Martinique after 
their hurricane disaster.

Fund Raising—Fund raising efforts, some in conjunction with 
the local Committee of the French Red Cross Society, were held for 
disaster relief and other activities.

TONGA
The Tongan or Friendly Islands in the Southern Pacific form 

a self-governing state under the protection of Great Britain. The 
population of the islands is 67,500. A Red Cross Committee was 
formed there in 1961.

T raining—The Headquarters Field Officer visited many villages 
in the company of a sanitary inspector who gave talks on Health and 
Hygiene. Miss Sopper also conducted courses for members of the 
Police, Girl Guides, Junior Red Cross Leaders and the Teachers’ 
Training College.
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Welfare Services in  H ospitals and Institutions—With the 
help of many gift boxes sent from overseas the Committee were able 
to distribute clothing, linen, bandages, milk powder, wool, material 
and magazines to hospitals.

The Sewing Group, with a membership of thirty-five, provided 
hospital equipment such as towels, nightgowns, nappies, curtains 
and masks.

Welfare for I ndividuals and F amilies—A number of people 
needing assistance received gifts of food, clothing, soap and kerosene. 
Two families were helped after their homes were destroyed by fire.

Centre for Physically H andicapped People—The Committee 
assisted a physiotherapist to start this project. The Tonga College 
Old Boys’ Association lent their hall and friends in Australia donated 
equipment. By the end of the year twenty children with varying 
degrees of paralysis caused by poliomyelitis were receiving treatment. 
Aids such as calipers and shoes were supplied to those who needed 
them. Fifteen adults were also given treatment.

Disaster Relief—A list of helpers was drawm up in response to 
the Committee’s appeal to owners and users of cars in Nuku’alofa to 
volunteer assistance in case of an emergency.

Junior Red Cross—Five Links and two Cadet Units were formed 
in five schools. Some of the Cadets were on duty at football matches. 
Junior members assisted at the Christmas party for physically 
handicapped children.

53



ΐ *

Sumfield &  Day, Ltd. 
Eastbourne —  Sussex 

118481


