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TH E N A T IO N A L  RED CROSS SOCIETY 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF C H IN A

HISTORIC SKETCH

The National Red Cross Society of the Republic 
of China (Abbreviated: The Red Cross Society of 
China) was established in 1904; it has a history 
of sixty one years. The Society was officially 
recognized by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross in 1912. The Socipty also joined the 
League of the Red Cross Societies in 1919. The 
Society moved to Taiwan in 1949 with the National 
Government of China. In 1950 the new members of 
the Board of Directors were appointed by the 
President of the Republic of China. A New Board 
of Directors was inaugurated on January 17, 1951.

ROLE

The Principles of the Red Cross Society of 
China are based on the Geneva Conventions as
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signed by the National Government of the Republic 
of China and the resolutions as passed in the 
International Red Cross Conferences. It aims to 
give the humanitarian services. Its role, accord
ing to the article IV of the Constitution of the 
Red Cross Society of the Republic of China, as an 
auxiliary functionary of the National Governemt, 
can be summed up as follows:

1. In time of war, care of the sick and 
wounded and relief of prisoners-of-war 
and civilians;

2. Disaster relief and aid in catastrophes 
occurring within the country and in 
other countries;

3. Prevention of disease, promotion of 
health, and amelioration of sufferings;

4. Other activities and services complying 
with the Red Cross spirit.

ORQ/INIZATION

According to the Constitution of the Red Cross 
of the Republic of China, the National Headquar
ters of the Society shall be located in the capital 
of the nation, chapters shall be located in the
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respective provincial capitals and the branches in 
the county or municipal towns. For organizations 
at all levels there should be a president, one or 
more vice presidents, and a board of directors and 
a board of supervisors. There shall be a standing 
committee of the directors and a standing commit
tee of the supervisors or a supervisor to dispose 
of the daily affairs of their respective boards.

The Society has, at present, in addition to 
the National Headquarters, a Taiwan chapter and 
22 branches in counties and municipalities 
throughout Taiwan.

ACTIVITIES

The major activities as accomplished by the 
Red Cross Society of the Republic of China during 
1957 to 1965, the interval between the last inter
national Red Cross Conference and this present 
conference, may be summarized as follows:

Disaster Relief
1. Domestic Relief

During the years whenever floods, typhoons 
and earthquakes occur the Society renders 
timely relief to the victims thereof. The 
most serious flood occurred on August 7, 1959,
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the disaster afflicted the 12 counties and 
municipalities in mid- and south-Taiwan, where 
305,254 people are victimized. It was the most 
serious flood for the past 62 years. The 
Chinese Red Cross organized and dispatched 20 
epidemic control teams to the inundated area 
for inoculation of combined vaccine of cholers, 
typhoid and paraphoid; 85,481 victims were thus 
immunized. For the relief of that flood, sister 
societies of the United States of America, 
Australia, Germany, Spain, Republic of Korea 
and Vietnam tendered their sympathy and material 
aid in the form of blankets, colthes, rice, 
medicines and cash contributions.

In 1960 Typhoon Shirley attacked Taiwan.
The Society organized 3 medical units and 
dispatched them to the afflicted area. In 
1963 Typhoon Gloria attacked the northern part 
of Taiwan. The Society organized 4 medical 
units for relief of the victims.

On January 18, 1964 a calamitous earthquake 
rocked Chiayi and Tainan, two populous counties 
in southern Taiwan, and caused disastrous 
losses. The Society again dispatched two 
medical teams to the victimized areas. Members 
of the Junior Red Cross packed 2,600 relief 
kits for the children in the disaster area.
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The Korean Red Cross donated two large cases of 
first aid medical supplies. The Thai Red Cross 
donated 10 tons of rice, the Netherlands Red 
Cross Society donated 5,000 Dutch guilders and 
250 Junior Red Cross Disaster kits, the Free 
China Foundation in· Holland donated 600 Dutch 
guilders, Dr. A. J. Schrikker, President of the 
said Foundation, forwarded 5,000 Dutch guilders 
as a donation from Philipsgloeilampen factories 
of Eindhoven and from Philips-Duphar of 
Amsterdam. The Japanese Caligraphy League 
donated 500,000 Japanese Yen.

2. Overseas Relief
During the past seven years the Society 

rendered sympathies,material relief and cash 
donation to other lands where floods, earth
quakes, conflagrations and avalanches happened. 
Among those countries were Thailand, Japan , 
Spain, Chile, Morocco, Lybia, Iran, Peru, The 
Philippines, The United States of America, 
Vietnam, etc.

The Society donated medical supplies and 
sent relief fund through the government agency 
to the people in Cyprus.

To help prevent the spread of cholera in 
the Philippines and in Korea, the Society 
donated to each 10,000ccs of cholera vaccine.
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Refugee Relief
1. World Refugee Year

On December 5, 1958 the Xlllth General 
Assembly of the United Nations passed a motion 
for the World Refugee Year. Answering this call, 
the government and civil organizations of the 
Republic of China set up a National Committee of 
the Republic of China for the World Refugee Year. 
The Red Cross Society played an important role 
as a Committee member in its activities, in 
addition to monetary donations.

2. Evacuees from Burma
In March of 1961 Chinese refugees were 

evacuated from the border zone between China 
and Burma and were repatriated to Taiwan. The 
Society delegated its Secretary General to con- 
solate the evacuees in their new settlement. 
Seeing that the evacuees were in dire need of 
medicines, the Society donated lots of anti
biotics and vitamins.

3. Laotian Refugees
In 1961 The Laotian Government appealed for 

relief of 50,000 refugees in Laos, and in 1962 
the Vietnamese Government solicited relief for 
the 100,000 highlander refugees of the Communist 
oppressions. The Society donated vitamin pills 
for the Laotian refugee children and
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US$1,000.00 through Vietnamese Red Cross.
4. Refugees from Mainland China to Hong Kong

In 1962 swarms of refugees fled from mainland 
China into Hongkong. The Red Cross Society of 
the Republic of China cabled the League of Red 
Cross Societies, requesting the League to take 
immediate action to provide relief and other 
assistances. Out of the number of refugees 771 
persons were repatriated to Taiwan. The Society 
delegated Taiwan Chapter to set up a medical team 
at the Refugee Reception Center to render Medical 
care to the refugees.

MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES

1. Kinmen and Matsu Medical Aid
For the past years, the Society has con

tinually been rendering medical aid to Kinmen 
and Matsu. Since 1954, separate medical teams 
have been set up at both areas, serving the 
populace with supplies of anti-biotics, vitamin 
pills, first-aid kits, blood packs, and other 
miscellaneous drugs and medical instruments to 
the local health centers. In 1961, in coopera
tion with the Taiwan University Hospital, the 
Society rendered a thorough and over-all medical
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service to the people on Matsu Island by or
ganizing a Medical and Health Team for Matsu 
composing of 36 medical doctors and nurses for 
a period of three weeks.

2. Mobile Medical Teams
With concern to the medical need of the poor 

people in the mountains, in the salt producing 
districts and in the fishing villages, the Taiwan 
Chapter of the Society has, since 1953, organized 
and carried out mobile medical services to the 
respective areas. Three Mobile Medical Teams 
were dispatched to the province proper, and the 
Pescadores or Penghu, for year-round mobile 
service. In case of disasters occurring, such 
teams could immediately be sent to the afflicted 
areas for medical aid.

The Taiwan Chapter from 1957 has added three 
raidwives rendering mobile service to the various 
counties within the Province, giving prenatal 
and postpartum examinations to the needy, inclu
ding free deliveries and health guidance to the 
families.

Realizing the midwifery need of the mountain 
people and those of the outlying districts, the 
Society started a midwife-assistant training 
class in Taichung from 1957 to 1958, to can
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didates selected from the districts. There were 
47 graduates, returning to their respective 
districts to serve the people.

5».Medical Clinics and Philanthropic Agencies
The municipal and county Red Cross branches 

in Taiwan have separately founded 18 free clinics, 
11 among these were for midwifery service only 
add one especially for lepers. Besides the 
above, a Home to accommodate the aged, orphans, 
were established.

4. Water Safety and First Aid
The water safety training program has its 

start in 1963. Up to the present, there were 
18 instructors, 54 lifesavers, graduated under 
this program. The year of 1965 sees the begin
ning water safety personnel of a higher level, 
the Water Safety Instructor Trainer Class, with 
the view to extend such training and propagate 
such knowledge in a wide and popular way.

First Aid training were undertaken by four 
county branches separately since 1961. The 
Penghu County Branch has set up first aid posts 
with kits among its faraway islets.

5. Poliomyelitis Prevention
In answer to the appeal by the Government in 

the carrying-out poliomyelitis prevention 
program, the Society by 1964 has instructed the

9



branch societies to activate a prophylaxis 
program in supplying the oral Sabin vaccine and 
directing its consumption. The Taipei Municipal 
Branch in partilar is planning to establish a 
rehabilitation center for the polia stricken 
victims,

6, X-ray Repair Service
This particular line of service was establi

shed in 1952 to serve the hospitals and clinics 
throughout the Island that have such a need. 
Besides repair works, it also gives services in 
setting-up new machines and in its maintenance, 
with emphasis specially on the maintenance of 
the machines used by the Tuberculosis Control 
Center and the Mobile X-ray Uhits of the Taiwan 
Provincial Health Department, so that the 
island-wide chest survey may be carried out 
without let or interference. It has been a big 
help to the tuberculosis control program.

BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE

The Society's Blood Banks supply whole blood to 
most of the hospitals and clinics on this Island 
where the demand of such in surgery is high. The 
Red Cross Society blood banks were first started
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in 1952. Up to 1965, there are twelve such banks 
in operation. Besides the popular bank in Taipei 
Municipality, other banks were established at many 
large cities and counties in cooperation with the 
local provincial Hospitals by utilizing their 
medical personnel in their operation.

The Banks average a supply annually of 16,000 
units (250c3 per unit) to the patients. To improve 
the technique of blood-taking, a seminar was con
ducted in 1965 for the benefit of workers in the 
banks, with 24 persons participating for a week’s 
period. The Red Cross Taiwan Chapter has set up 
a Blood Bank Committee to be responsible to and 
in guidance of the different county blood banks 
under her.

HEALTH EDUCATION

1. Pamphlets
Correlating with the blood donation and 

water safety and first aid programs the Society 
has printed pamphlets regarding knowledge of 
"blood”, and relevant posters, and other water 
safety and first aid instructions.

2. Translation of the Geneva Conventions
In order to disseminate the knowledge of
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the principles and the spirit of the Geneva 
Conventions to the public, and especially in 
mind of the fact that the youth and children of 
the country may soon join up and receive the 
Red Cross education, in their development of 
recognition and respect of human dignity, the 
Society deemed it urgent in 1960 to translate 
the whole of the 1949 version of the four Geneva 
Conventions into Chinese together with the 
Course of Five Lessons on the Geneva Conventions 
as published by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross in 1962 for dissemination purpose.

3. Rural Health education
From 1962 on, the Taiwan Chapter has engaged 

the service of 22 trained nurses to direct the 
Family Health Service in the villages. By 1963, 
they joined the Taiwan Provincial Health De
partment in its effort and work in the rural 
health program, living with the village people 
conducting door-to-door personal hygiene and 
home sanitation education. Up to 1964, these 
girls have served in 375 villages of the 16 
counties. In 1965, 15 more Red Cross nurses 
were sent out to better the family health among 
the military dependants villages.

JUNIOR RED CROSS ACTIVITIES
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The activities of our Junior Red Cross include 
the exchange of gift boxes with· sister societies 
of other countries, mailing of albums, and in the 
encouragement of participation in Junior Red Cross 
International Art Exhibitions.

Since 1965, Taiwan Province has twenty different 
schools, among these are 11 middle schools and 9 
primary schools, that have made contacts with their 
American counterparts as sister schools in dealings 
of building up friendship and mutual understanding.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

The Society has always enjoyed the highest and 
the most cordial relationship with the Interna
tional Committee of the Red Cross, the League of 
Red Gross Societies and other sister societies0 
In 1963 the Secretary-general of the Society went 
to Geneva to visit the International Committee of 
the Red Cross and the League. In his itinerary, 
he had also called on the sister societies of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, 
Great Britain, Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey, 
Lebanon, and Thailand.

For the past ten years, the Society has in turn
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received calls from eminent Red Cross personnel 
from different countries, such as, the vice- 
president of the International Committee, the 
president of the American Red Cross, the Red Cross 
vice-presidents of Thailand, the Republic of Korea, 
and other Red Cross dignitaries from Australia, 
Japan, Nigeria, Philippines, Guatemala and other 
countries.

In 1960 the Eighth International Congress of 
Blood Transfusion held in Tokyo, Japan, and in 
1965 the First Asian Congress of Blood Transfu
sion held in Hakone had both sent invitations to 
the Society; and in response, the Society sent the 
director of the Taipei Blood Bank in attendance.

In the recent three years, the Society has sent 
materials for exhibition in the various Red Cross 
exhibitions held in Argentina, Belgium, France, 
Korea, Senegal and other countries.

In 1960, 1961, and 1964 consecutively, the 
Society had thrice repatriated fishermen from 
Indonesia, altogether numbering 15 persons. All 
of them had met disasters at sea and rescued by 
our fishing boats back to Taiwan. Through corre
spondence, the Society had contacted the Indone
sian Red Cross and the Indonesian fishermen were 
all safely delivered back to their home country.
The same had happened to Chinese fishermen, who
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had drifted to the Indonesian sea either because 
of strong wind or engine trouble. In 1960, there 
were two boats with 29 crew on board; in 1961, one 
fishing boat with 14 fishermen; and in 1963, one 
fishing boat with 10 men on board. Through the 
same channel, with the cooperation of the Indone
sian Red Cross, they were all repatriated to 
Taiwan.

Within the years of 1960 to 1965, the Society 
has received requests to locate missing persons 
from different societies such as U. S. A., &?eat 
Britain, Sweden, Canada, and the International 
Committee of Red Cross. There are 31 cases. The 
American requests were mostly cases of lost con
tacts among their military dependants and requesting 
for sick visit of the same.

MEMBERSHIP AND FJND CAMPAIGN

The membership of the Society is divided into 
basic members, special members, ordinary members, 
Junior members and corporate members. Once a 
year, we solicit members. By the end of August, 
1965, the Society has 433,368 members.

Starting from 1956, there has been an annual 
sale of Red Cross badges, as additional fund
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raising campaign. The target sum of such a sale 
is set beforehand, with support from the different 
county branches in the actual selling. This cam
paign is usually held in the month of May each 
year.
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