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I. INTRODUCTION
Since its establishment more than half a century 

ago, the Canadian Red Cross Society has striven to keep pace 
with the rapid growth and development of Canada, the needs of 
her people and her ever-increasing responsibility in the world. 
Through several conflicts, aid has been provided for the sick, 
the wounded and prisoners of war. In time of peace, health and 
welfare programmes of national significance have been developed 
and assistance has been rendered to other Societies particularly 
in time of distress.

II. BASIC FACTS OF ORGANIZATION
(a) Date of founding

Established in 1896 as the first overseas Branch 
of the British Red Cross Society, the Canadian Red Cross Society 
was incorporated by Act of Parliament in 1909. In 1927, it was 
recognized by the International Committee of the Red Cross as 
an independent national Society.

(b) Numbers of members of Central Committee and how appointed

The Supreme governing body is the Central 
Council with a membership of not more than 58. Each of the 

provincial Divisions elects three members and these 30 
divisional representatives elect the other members-at-large to 
a maximum of 28.

The National Executive Committee, a nucleus of 
Central Council, functions when the full Council is not in 
session.
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(c) Department of Government, if any, having jurisdiction 
over Red Cross activities

No department of the Government of Canada has 
direct jurisdiction over the activities of the Canadian Red 
Cross Society. By the Society's own request, its Charter 
provides that, a report, of each year's activities, including 
the consolidated financial statement, shall be submitted to 
the Department of National Health and Welfare.

(d) Number of staff, paid and volunteer
The paid staff, national, divisional and branch, 

numbers approximately 1,500. In spite of this large 
establishment of technical and administrative personnel, it 
is estimated that 90 per cent of Red Cross work in Canada is 
done by volunteers whose total number is impossible to calculate. 
The Women's Work Committee has sewing and knitting groups in 
all provinces from coast to coast. Nearly 40,000 school 
teachers direct the activities of the Canadian Junior Red Cross. 
Care in the Home, Water Safety and First Aid are taught by 
volunteer instructors. Veterans’ Lodges are manned by 
volunteers. More than 600 volunteers are regular hospital 
visitors and over 700 housewives and business women provide 
many essential services as members of the Canadian Red Cross 
Corps. One of the most significant voluntary contributions 
is that of the hundreds of thousands of Canadians who willingly 
donate their blood through the medium of the National 
Blood Transfusion Service. Hundreds of thousands of citizens 
also serve as volunteers for the collection of funds during 
the annual appeal of the Society.

(e) Number of local committees, chapters, branches or 
delegations

The Canadian Red Cross Society is composed of 
ten Divisions relating geographically to the ten provinces of 
Canada. These Divisions have jurisdiction over approximately 
1,000 senior Branches.

(f) Title of executive head, how appointed.

The chief executive officer is the National 
Commissioner who is appointed by the National Executive 
Committee and is responsible to that body.
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III. MEMBERSHIP AND FUND RAISING
(a) Qualification for membership

Every person in Canada is entitled to membership 
according to qualifications established_by Central Council.^ 
Junior Branches, which numbered 40,041 in 1964, are formed in 
classrooms, both elementary and high school, and every child 
is entitled to membership.

(b) Number of members
There are over 1,600,000 senior and 1,494,774

junior members.
(c) Method of raising funds

The major portion of Canadian Red Cross funds 
is collected annually in voluntary contributions. Approximately 
70 per cent is collected in areas where the Red Cross is a 
principal participant in United, Combined or Federated Appeals. 
The balance is contributed to Red Cross campaigns. A small 
portion is derived from miscellaneous gifts and bequests. 
Although the Society's disaster policy provides for special 
appeals when required, such an appeal is rarely made.

(d) Date of Campaign, if any
In those communities where Branches participate 

in United, Combined or Federated Appeals, funds are usually 
raised during the month of October. Other Branches usually 
conduct their Red Cross campaigns during the month of March.

IV. SERVICES TO THE ARMED FORCES AND VETERANS

(a) At home

Blood and Blood Products

All military and Department of Veterans Affairs 
hospitals are provided with blood and blood products.

Red Cross Lodges

Eight beautifully furnished Red Cross Lodges 
provide club-like surroundings, comfort and recreation for 
thousands of patients in Department of Veterans Affairs 
hospitals as well as overnight accommodation for their next- 
of-kin.
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Arts and Crafts Programme
An Arts and Crafts programme in Department 

of Veterans Affairs institutions teaches handicrafts to 
veterans, thereby assisting in their rehabilitation as well 
as providing them with a hobby and a means of contributing 
toward their livelihood.

Film Service

Regular showings of current films are provided 
by the Canadian Red Cross in 37 institutions housing veterans. 
This service does much to alleviate the tedium of prolonged 
hospitalization.

Hospital Visiting

A faithful band of volunteers, numbering over 
600, regularly visits the wards, distributing small comforts 
and gifts. In addition to the provision of many special 
services, they bring cheer and encouragement to the sick and 
the disabled.

Soldiers' Club.s

In one "Soldiers' Club", aged veterans are 
provided with a home at very reasonable cost in keeping with 
their limited income.

Emergency Relief

Veterans and thei r dependents are given 
emergency assistance in the form of food, clothing, shelter 
and medical aid.

(b) Abroad

Christmas Gifts

0n s°me occasions in recent years the Canadian 
Red Cross Society has arranged for the distribution of 
clothing to aged veterans and small cash grants to widows of 
veterans residing in Great Britain.
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PRESENT ACTIVITIES AT HOME AND ABROAD 

(a) Relief Programmes 
(l) Disaster

Natural Disasters
During the past seven years, Canada has been 

most fortunate and has not suffered greatly from large-scale 
disasters. Red Cross disaster relief has mainly been devoted 
to victims of approximately 1,000 home fires and other local 
floods, ship disasters, etc., every year. Many of these 
occur in areas remote from the urban centres.

All Divisions and Branches of the Canadian Red 
Cross Society are equipped to render disaster relief during 
the immediate emergency period, mainly in the form of food, 
shelter, clothing, medical assistance, registration of disaster 
victims and the answering of welfare enquiries relative to same. 
National guidance and co-ordination are provided so that in 
major disasters the entire facilities of the Society may be 
mobilized without delay.

(ll) Foreign

The policy of the Canadian Red Cross Society 
is, in general, to restrict its foreign relief action to appeals 
approved by the League of Red Cross Societies and to distribute 
all gifts through the national Society of the nation concerned.

In addition, throughout the year, the Canadian 
Red Cross forwards regular shipments to League warehouses.
This stockpiling assures a ready supply of emergency relief 
supplies for distribution to any nation where there is 
immediate need.

Since the end of World War II the Canadian Red 
Cross Society has maintained a policy of ever-increasing 
assistance for disaster victims in other lands. As Canada has 
been spared from many forms of disaster, we have been in a 
position to help many nations in their time of need. In 
addition to material and financial assistance the Society has 
always been willing to send professional and technical 
personnel to disaster areas.
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Since 1957 Canadian Red Cross representatives 
have served in Algeria, British Honduras, Ceylon, the Congo, 
Chile, East Pakistan, Haiti, Iran, Morocco, Tunisia and West 
Pakistan.

The volume of knitted and sewn articles produced 
by the volunteers of the Women's Work Committee presents an 
impressive figure every year. Their work in 1964 totalled some 
350,000 individual pieces. The products were sent to National 
Societies in 16 nations, UNRWA and the League of Red Cross 
Societies' warehouses in Europe and the Middle East.

At times of disaster or other emergencies, the 
Canadian Junior Red Cross also supports international relief 
projects through cash grants and material assistance for 
youthful victims.

’When disaster strikes in other lands the 
Government of Canada usually participates in the relief action 
with cash grants. The funds are turned over to the Canadian 
Red Cross Society for distribution to the League of Red Cross 
Societies or to the National Society handling the relief work.

(b) Health Services

The National Blood Transfusion Service

The National Blood Transfusion Service is in 
operation throughout Canada and supplies whole blood and 
blood products to every hospital in the ten Provinces and two 
Territories.

The Blood Transfusion Service is the major 
expenditure of the Red Cross services and programmes. It is 
considered unique among similar services throughout the world 
because of its many facets in the provision of whole blood and 
blood products and its clinical research activities.

Since its inception in 1947 the Blood Transfusion 
service_has operated as a four-way co-operative effort. The 
provincial governments provide the premises and agree to 
maintain them, the Society supplies the technical staff and 
equipment, Canadian hospitals administer the whole blood and 
blood products at no charge to the patients requiring
opn2^n!t°n^theIapZua"d Canadian citizens throughout the nation
and Federlldrnate their blood· Ab the present time, Provincial and Federal Governments provide financial assistance for
pproximately 60 per cent of the technical costs, or 

approximately 50 per cent of the total cost of the blood 
transfusion service.
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In 1964 Canadian donors willingly gave 823,930 
bottles of their blood and this, in turn, provided whole blood 
and blood products for patients in need of whole blood or 
blood products.

First Aid and Water Safety Services
The training of volunteer Instructors in water 

safety is an ever-expanding project of the Canadian Red Cross. 
Every’year almost 4,000 individuals qualify as Instructors 
and Leaders. In 1964, 171,421 people of all ages qualified 
for awards. The Canadian Red Cross also provides a strong 
promotion in all public information media to encourage water 
safety.

The training of the oublie in first aid is 
limited to two provinces. Instruction is given to members 
of the Canadian Red Cross Corps, staff and to nurses in 
training.

Miscellaneous Health Services

Several health services provided by the 
Canadian Red Cross are not national in scope but planned to 
meet conditions in certain communities. One of these is a 
physical medicine centre that provides occupational, 
recreational therapy for the handicapped, particularly 
crippled children. Some Branches operate health centres and 
school milk and cod liver oil projects. In two provinces, 
the Red Cross maintains highway first aid posts. In another 
province, where transporation is difficult, a Red Cross 
hostel provides patients with a residence while awaiting 
admission to hospital.

(c) Nursing Services

Hospitals and Nursing Stations

Visitors from other Red Cross Societies soon
associate the Canadian Red Cross with Outpost Hospitals and
Nursing Stations. Shortly after World War I, the first Red
ovprSa°gnP0St WaS ?sbablifhed. The number rapidly increased
facilitiosYmanvPhri°^+ ,With the improvement of transportation
fewir hJspitfll h a v ^ f 15 °ver to communities andrewer nospitais have been established in recent years.
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Emphasis has been placed on Nursing Stations which leave the 
nurse free to serve a larger territory. Today, there are 40 
of these Outpost Hospitals and Nursing Stations, mostly located 
in areas remote from other medical services. These 
establishments annually provide treatment to over 30,000 
patients whose needs vary from treatment of minor injuries 
and childhood diseases to surgical operations and obstetrical 
care.

Sick Room Loan Service

In more than 570 Canadian communities the Red 
Cross maintains sick room loan cupboards where supplies are 
loaned free of charge to more than 30,000 patients every year.

Care in the Home

Nearly 7,000 Canadian women and some men 
receive instruction in Red Cross Care in the Home courses 
every year. A number of these women candidates have been 
blind or deaf. A precis of the Care in the Home Manual has 
been translated into Braille. The courses are conducted by 
Registered Nurses who devote thousands of hours of volunteer 
effort and time in Branches throughout the nation.

(d) Welfare Services

Basic Policy

The oolicy of the Canadian Red Cross is to 
complement rather than duplicate or supersede the social-welfare 
services of the official agencies. The services of all Divisions 
and Branches are available to persons in trouble. Marital and 
family problems are referred to the proper agencies. An effort 
is made to restrict material assistance to the emergency period 
before such official agencies can assume responsibility.

Homemakers Service

A Homemakers Service is maintained in three 
Divisions.^ Trained Red Cross workers visit homes where the 
mother is ill. They feed and care for the children and perform 
the usual household tasks.
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Reception Centres
Thousands of New Canadians are regularly 

greeted by Red Cross workers at a Port Nursery at Halifax on 
Canada's east coast. Volunteer workers at this nursery 
consider babies and small children their particular responsi
bility and provide every facility for pleasure during their 
brief stay on arrival at the port. An emergency supply of 
infants* clothing is always available. Assistance and advice 
is also given to the parents.

Enquiry Bureau

First established as a wartime service, an 
enquiry bureau continues to trace missing persons in Canada 
and abroad. Through its efforts, hundreds of broken families 
are brought in touch with each other.

Reunion of Families

During the past ten years, the Canadian Red 
Cross Society has established a special project to re-unite 
families separated by war and civil disturbances. Through 
the_co-operation of many national Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies in other parts of the world the Canadian Red Cross 
has been able to assist the reunion of more than 1,600 men, 
women and children with next-of-kin in Canada.

(e) Junior Red Cross

The Canadian Junior Red Cross is recognized by 
Canadian authorities as an educationally valid in-school 
programme. Health, service and international understanding 
are emphasized.

All administration costs of the Junior Red 
Cross are the responsibility of the Canadian Red Cross Society. 
The Juniors support one service fund, the Junior Red Cross 
Fund for Needy Children at Home and Abroad. This provides 
food, clothing, medical supplies, technical assistance and 
materials for self-help projects for children in all parts of 
the world. In Canada, the fund assists handicapped and crippled 
children. Approximately 7,000 children receive assistance every 
year at an expenditure of approximately $113,000.



10

The expenditure of $127,822 for youth in other 
lands in 1964 is typical of the international work of the 
Canadian Junior Red Cross.

In 1964 there were some 1,494,774 Canadian^ 
young people enrolled as members of the Junior Red Cross in 
40,041 Branches throughout Canada. Every year their work is 
impressive not only from the standpoint of dollars raised but 
in the thousands of hours of voluntary service given by the 
Juniors in Red Cross and community work.

(f) Public Relations
Through the interest and co-operation of all 

public information and advertising media, a strong public 
relations and public information effort is carried on at 
branch, divisional and national levels. This is most necessary 
to provide continuity for the services and programmes through 
the recruitment of volunteers. The increasing need for whole 
blood and blood products is a challenge to recruit more blood 
donors. Safety education is emphasized by the Junior Red 
Cross and the Water Safety Service. Added emphasis is placed 
on public relations due to the increasing number of health and 
welfare organizations and the inevitable loss of identity 
through federated fund campaigns.

The Canadian Red Cross Society also believes 
that it has a moral responsibility to report to its financial 
supporters and volunteer workers on all aspects of its work.

VI. CONCLUSION

In this brief summary it is difficult to 
accurately outline the many and varied programmes, services 
and projects of the Canadian Red Cross Society. Members of 
our delegation will be honoured to provide delegates to the 
International Red Cross Conference with further details about 
any phase of the Canadian Red Cross Society's work.

Since the International Red Cross Conference in 
1957 the Canadian Red Cross Society suffered the loss of a 
distinguished figure in the Red Cross World when Dr. W. Stuart 
Stanbury died suddenly at the Inter-American Red Cross 
Conference in Puerto Rico in 1962.

. Dr. Stanbury had a deep interest in the inter
national work of the Red Cross. His knowledge and astute 
judgment played a major role at so many international conferences.


