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Juniors participated in Australia’s international good-will project, “ ASIA-PAKS” , referred to elsewhere in this report.



Since the Centenary Congress at Geneva in 1963 the 
Red Cross Society in Australia has reached an important 
milestone. The Jubilee of the foundation of The Austra
lian Red Cross Society was celebrated in May 1964 and 
this event was undoubtedly one of the outstanding 
highlights in the period under review.

BUILDING PROJECTS
Three building projects have been completed within the 

past two years —  the Blood Transfusion Centres in Bris
bane and Adelaide, and the Australian Capital Territory 
Division’s new headquarters in Canberra. The Blood Trans
fusion Centres, together with the new Serological Labora
tories recently opened in Melbourne, w ill permit further 
extension to the work being done by the Red Cross Blood 
Transfusion Service for hospitals in these three large 
cities of Australia.

SOUTH-EAST ASIAN FORUM
The South-East Asian Red Cross Forum was an out

standing highlight in our Australian Society’s activities 
during 1964.

This Forum was planned as part of the League’s 
Red Cross Societies’ Development Programme. It was 
organized on behalf of the League and extended over 
fourteen days, from 20th May to 2nd June, 1964. A 
comprehensive and detailed report has already been sent 
to all National Societies, and the event has been widely 
publicised in various publications from Geneva.

INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES
There has been a marked change in emphasis in the 

Australian Red Cross Society’s activities in recent years. 
Australia's growing interest in the world around her is 
reflected within Red Cross by an increasing concentra
tion on International Red Cross activities.

In addition to International Disaster Relief Appeals, 
which are an integral part of Red Cross activity, there 
has been a gradual introduction of goodwill projects, such 
as the “ A frikits” . These were especially selected and 
packed First-Aid Kits, 1,600 of which were sent by our 
Society to four of the new National Societies of Africa 
to assist in their First-Aid training programmes. Our 
latest project, “ Asia-Paks," was launched on the advice 
of the Relief Bureau of the League.

“Asia-Paks” has been organized on lines similar to 
the “A frik its” project. Babies' layettes, suitable for use 
in both temperate and tropical climates, and valued at 
approximately £5 each, have been assembled and de
spatched to South-East Asian countries for Disaster Relief

by National Red Cross Societies in Pakistan, India, 
Burma, South Korea, Ceylon, Laos, South Vietnam, and 
Indonesia.

JUNIOR RED CROSS
We believe our Australian Juniors are truly living up 

to their pledge “ to hold in friendship the boys and girls 
of all nations.” Naturally, this applies to children in 
Australia and Papua-New Guinea as well as to children 
overseas.

Service projects within Australia cover every aspect 
of .community effort. The Juniors help children in hos
pitals and they visit old people in institutions and 
homes. In their own schools the Juniors conduct First- 
Aid clinics at lunch time and during recess. They have 
also “ adopted” aborigines living on outback missions.

With the exception of friendship and help extended 
to the elderly, all efforts of our Juniors are directed 
to other boys and girls.

Looking beyond Australia, in the past two years they 
have sent large quantities of powdered milk or other 
gifts to Singapore, Hong Kong, Korea, Indonesia, Trinidad 
and Burma, and they have helped with the “A frik its” 
and “Asia-Paks” schemes referred to earlier in this report.

Nearer to home, they have assumed a special respons
ibility for the children of Papua and New Guinea, the 
island territory off the north coast of the Australian 
mainland, and one of the nine Divisions of our Society.

In fact, Papua and New Guinea is a constant project 
with our Juniors, and recent consignments have included 
baby foods, powdered milk, babies’ squares, Meri blouses, 
books, toys, clothing and kindergarten equipment. Their 
latest achievement was perhaps the most ambitious —  
last January a Mini-bus was purchased by the Juniors 
in Australia and sent to Port Moresby for the transporting 
of children from the villages to the Red Cross Clinic 
for handicapped children.

Delegates from 14 countries 
attended the South-East 
Asian Red Cross Forum held 
in Sydney in May, lastyear.i

The new headquarters of our 
Australian Capital Territory 
Division. This building was 
officially opened by the 
Prime Minister of Australia, 
Sir Robert Menzies, on 19th 
September, 1964.
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HELPING MIGRANTS
The extensive migration scheme in Australia affords 

Red Cross an opportunity for service given to few other 
National Societies. Migrants are met at ships and 
incoming aircraft and are accompanied by Red Cross 
workers to migrant holding centres. They are provided 
with clothing suitable for the Australian climate, also 
various household commodities and bedding, as well as 
foreign language phrase books. In fact, the Red Cross 
worker helps to overcome the migrant’s bewilderment 
in his first few weeks in this country.

Because of the large number of migrants coming to 
Australia, the work of the Tracing Bureau has increased 
considerably in the last two years.

SOCIAL WORK SERVICE
Formerly known as the Welfare Service, this department 

in our various Divisions is staffed by trained social 
workers and the service is maintained to help people 
deal with all types of social problems. Priority is given 
to ex-servicemen and their families where there is some 
sickness or disability. The service is not primarily 
concerned with financial help, but general counselling 
and support is given, with some financial help in 
certain cases.

The main services given are:
Family counselling, including help in problems of child 

behaviour.
Advice, re use of resources, e.g., statutory benefits, 

repatriation benefits.
Advice re general facilities in the community, e.g., 

homes, handcrafts, treatment centres.
Financial assistance and advice re budgeting. 
Housekeeper Service.

Problems are treated as strictly confidential and 
thousands of cases are assisted annually. In many 
country areas voluntary Red Cross Welfare Officers help

by advising on community facilities and they work in 
conjunction with Headquarters.

BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE
This is recognized as a vital adjunct to the Health 

Services of the various States of Australia and Papua- 
New Guinea. All blood is given voluntarily and is tested, 
processed and distributed free of charge, either in the 
form of whole blood or a range of blood derivatives. 
The Blood Transfusion Service also provides a consultant 
service in blood grouping problems, sets up donor panels, 
provides blood collecting equipment, and performs thou
sands of routine tests without charge. In each Division 
the Blood Transfusion Service is administered entirely 
by the Red Cross, but it is financed by Government 
grants and the Society's funds. Significant research has 
been carried out by Blood Transfusion Officers during 
the period under review.

TRAINING
As in other countries the Australian Red Cross Society 

accepts as a traditional function the responsibility for 
providing personnel to assist the statutory authorities 
in times of emergency or disaster, and various pro
grammes of training are conducted in our Divisions. 
Members of our Society and the public generally are 
encouraged to take courses in First-Aid, Home Nursing 
and Resuscitation, and other subjects.

Fortunately, Australia is not subject to the frequent 
national emergencies and disasters which occur in 
many other countries. The worst calamities experienced 
in this land are fire and flood. In the recent bushfires 
which caused extensive damage to property, Red Cross 
volunteers provided food and first-aid assistance to the 
fire-fighters.

In the small State of Victoria alone the fire area 
stretched over 100 miles, and more than 800 volunteers 
were working simultaneously at 15 different Red Cross

Papuan children in a built-to- 
scaie washroom at Kaugere “ T”  
Play Centre, Port Moresby.

>
Red Cross workers treat the smoke- 
affected eyes of men who fought 
the bush-fires that swept through 
large areas of the Australian 
countryside last summer.



Centres. Victorian Headquarters provided stores of all 
kinds to the estimated value of £20,000.

A disaster of this nature proved again the importance 
of having a strong and stable Red Cross Society to 
meet sudden demands.

homes  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s
Most of the Homes and Institutions maintained by 

Red Cross in Australia are for ex-servicemen and their 
dependants. Many established after the First World War 
are still in operation. Throughout Australia there are 
Red Cross Homes for the physically and mentally handi
capped, disabled and blinded ex-servicemen, and Homes 
for children needing special attention.

In addition to visiting these Homes, Red Cross volun
teers visit Military, Repatriation and Civilian Hospitals, 
distributing comforts and performing personal services 
to the patients.

A Talking Book Library is maintained at National 
Headquarters for blinded ex-servicemen. This library is 
a lending service of "books” of all types recorded on 
long-playing records. The library has 1270 different titles

available on loan to the 187 blinded ex-servicemen who 
borrow these “ books” and they are distributed to all 
States of the Commonwealth.

FIELD FORCE
Our Field Force for servicemen overseas is maintained 

in Malaysia and South Vietnam, and the normal duties 
of hospital visiting and helping sick and convalescent 
service people and their families have been carried out.

CONCLUSION
A report such as this would not be complete without 

acknowledgment that the real strength of our Australian 
Red Cross Society lies in the work of the Service Com
panies, Branches, Youth and Junior Red Cross Sections 
within the Divisions.

In fact, the activities enumerated above would not 
be possible without the support of the voluntary members 
of this organization. We have at present 134,227 senior 
members and approximately 50 per cent of the Society’s 
income is raised by these members through appeals 
launched by the Divisions.

STATISTICAL SUMMARY

AUSTRALIA— Total Population.............. 11,185,167
Division.......................................................... 6 State and 3 Territorial
Branches........................................................ 1,572
Service Companies...................................... 127
J.R.C. C irc les.................................................3,640
V.A.D.................................................................37
Youth Groups.................................................44
Adult M em bership......................................  134,227
Junior Membership...................................... 318,813
Blood Donations...........................................  380,118 bottles (collected in one year)
Homes for Children......................................5
Convalescent Homes................................... 5
Benevolent H om es......................................4
Homes and Hospitals for the Aged. . . .  6 
Homes and Hospitals
for the Handicapped................................... 3
Homes for Ex-servicemen......................... 6
Library Services...........................................All Divisions. Some Divisions maintain

as many as 118 hospitals
Medical Loan D e p o ts .................................9
Disaster Relief S tores................................ 9
Housekeeper and Homemaker Services. .2 
Handcraft Training C entres...................... 9

libraries in

Juniors help in hospitals 
and vis it old people in 
homes and institutions.

Migrants arriving in Aust
ralia are met by Red Cross 
workers who accompany 
them to holding Centres.

Blood from a Regional Blood 
Bank is handed over to the 
ambulance driver who w ill 
rush it  to a seriously ill 
patient in the outback. J



Australian Red Cross Society

Statement o f Consolidated Income and Expenditure for the year ended 30th June 1964

1963
INCOME

. £614 ??7
97,971
1,481

55,252

DONATIONS.............................................
L E G A C IE S .............................................
DONATED GOODS .............................................................................
SUNDRY ACTIVITIES AND INCOME FROM OTHER SOURCES 
HOMES — Social Service, Crippled Children, Geriatrics, etc.:

Hospital Benefits .................................................................
Other Items ..................................

HOMES —  CONVALESCENT: 
Hospital Benefits 
Other Items

INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS 
JUNIOR RED CROSS:

Homes ..................................
Sundry Activities 
D o n a tio n s ..................................

59,644

1,090,884

1,394
2,000

856,684

GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES:
Homes, Social Service, Crippled Children, Geriatrics, etc. .. 
Convalescent Homes —  Capitation Fees 
Blood Transfusion Service 
Social Service
H a n d c ra ft.......................
Library Service 
Junior Red Cross

OTHER SOURCES OF INCOME:
New Zealand Red Cross Society— Share of Malayan Unit .

SPECIFIC DONATIONS:
Special Appeals —

New Blood Bank Building, Queensland Division ..
New Buildings, South Australian D iv is io n .....................
Divisional Headquarters Building, A.C.T. Division 

Sundry Receipts
(including £16,060 unexpended balance brought forward

from preceding year) ..................................
Less Unexpended Balance Held in Trust at 30/6/1964

104,798

£2,054,002

EXPENDITURE

REPATRIATION AND SERVICE HOSPITALS (including 
Handcraft for Service and Ex-Service Personnel)

FIELD FORCE —  Malaya and S in g a p o re .......................

HOMES AND HOSPITALS:
Social Service, Crippled Children, Geriatrics, etc. ..
Convalescent .................................................................
Junior Red Cross .......................................................

BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE 

RELIEF SERVICES —  Australia ..

CIVIL DEFENCE TRAINING 

PROVISION FOR PROJECTS IN HAND 

JUNIOR RED CROSS .......................

GRANTS - including Overseas Relief 

FREIGHT AND HANDLING CHARGES ON STORES

AUSTRALIAN JUBILEE YEAR, 1964 .......................

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES.......................

CONTRIBUTIONS:
League of Red Cross Societies (including £544 for development of 

new Societies and £701 in 1964 for League Centenary Projects) 
International Committee of Red C ro s s ............................................

ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES (being expenses not directly applicable 
to specific a c t iv it ie s ) .............................................................................

LOSS ON SALE OR REVALUATION OF S TO C K ..................................

OVERSEAS CONFERENCES .............................................

DEPRECIATION NOT CHARGED E LS E W H E R E ..................................

PROVISION FOR HEATING INSTALLATION —  National Headquarters 
Building .............................................  .............................................

SPECIFIC DONATIONS:
Blood Bank Building Fund —  Queensland Division 
Building Fund —  South Australian Division 
Divisional Headquarters Building Fund — A.C.T. Division 
Sundry — Expended ........................................................

INCOME IN EXCESS OF EXPENDITURE

NOEL W. BUCKLEY,
Honorary Treasurer 
Melbourne, 30th October, 1964

We report that the above Consolidated Statement of Income and Expendi
ture for the year ended 30th June, 1964, in our opinion is correctly 
compiled from the audited accounts of National Headquarters and the 
various Divisions.

CLEVELAND, SCOTT AND HISLOP, 
Chartered Accountants 

Melbourne, 30th October, 1964


