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Sunday, September 1, 1963

RED CROSS CENTENARY COMMEMORATION DAY

GENERAL PROGRAMME

9.30 a.m. Reading of the Centenary Proclamation before the Palais Eynard
and presentation of the centenary flag by the Geneva section of the
Swiss Red Cross.

10.30 a.m. Official ceremony at the Grand Théâtre :

Inter Arma Caritas (first performance) a prelude for orchestra Frank Martin

Introductory address by Mr. Ambrosius von Albertini 
President of the Swiss Red Cross 
President of Commemoration Day Celebrations.

Speech by Mr. Willy Spiihler
President of the Swiss Confederation.

Speech by Mr. Charles Duchemin
President of the Geneva State Council, in the name of the 
Geneva Cantonal and Municipal Authorities.

Cantata Misericordium (first performance) for soloist, choir and
o r c h e s t r a ..............................................................................................  Benjamin Britten

Speech by Mr. Léopold Boissier
President of the International Committee of the Red Cross.

Speech by Mr. John A. MacAulay
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the League of Red 
Cross Societies.

« The Red Cross Spirit »
A speech by Mr. Carl J. Burckhardt, former President of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross.

Per Humanitatem ad Pacem (first performance) a postlude for
o r c h e s t r a .................................................................................................Witold Lutoslawski

12.30 p.m. Ceremony in front of the Henry Dunant memorial and laying of a
wreath.

3.30 - 5.00 p.m. Procession through Geneva, representing the history and activities
of the Red Cross.

8.00 p.m. Historical and folklore Display at the Vernets skating stadium.
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PROCLAMATION BEFORE THE PALAIS EYNARD

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Red Cross was founded a few paces from here in the « Palais de l’Athénée ». A century ago in 
response to an appeal by the Genevese Committee for the Relief of Wounded soldiers, representatives from 
fourteen governments and from several philantropie associations gathered together under that roof. It was 
their desire that ordinary individuals, judiciously organized, should come to the aid of those who were 
wounded on the battlefield. To lay down some guiding principles for the work of these « voluntary relief 
workers », they drew up certain Resolutions which are as follows :

Art. 1. — Each country shall have a Committee whose duty it shall be, in time of war and if the need 
arises, to assist the Army Medical Services by every means in its power.

The Committee shall organize itself in the manner which seems to it most useful and appropriate.

Art. 2. — An unlimited number of Sections may be formed to assist the Committee, which shall be 
the central directing body.

Art. 3. — Each Committee shall get in touch with the Government of its country, so that its services 
may be accepted should the occasion arise.

Art. 4. — In peacetime, the Committees and Sections shall take steps to ensure their real usefulness 
in time of war, especially by preparing material relief of all sorts and by seeking to train and instruct 
voluntary medical personnel.

Art. 5. — In time of war, the Committees of belligerent nations shall supply relief to their respective 
armies as far as their means permit ; in particular, they shall organize voluntary personnel and place them 
on an active footing and, in agreement with the military authorities, shall have premises made available 
for the care of the wounded.

They may call for assistance upon the Committees of neutral countries.

Art. 6. — On the request or with the consent of the military authorities, Committees may send volun
tary medical personnel to the battlefield where they shall be placed under military command.

Art. 7. — Voluntary medical personnel attached to armies shall be supplied by the respective Com
mittees with everything necessary for their upkeep.

Art. 8. — They shall wear in all countries, as a uniform, distinctive sign, a white armlet with a red
cross.

Art. 9. — The Committees and Sections of different countries may m eet in international assemblies to 
communicate the results of their experience and to agree on measures to be taken in the interests of the 
work.

Art. 10. — The exchange of communications between the Committees of the various countries shall 
be made for the time being through the intermediary of the Geneva Committee.
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Independently of the above Resolutions, the Conference makes the following Recommendations :

a) that Governments should extend their patronage to Relief Committees which may be formed, and 
facilitate as far as possible the accomplishment of their task ;

b) that in time of war the belligerent nations should proclaim the neutrality of ambulances and military 
hospitals, and that neutrality should likewise be recognized, fully and absolutely, in respect of official 
medical personnel, voluntary medical personnel, inhabitants of the country who go to the relief of the 
wounded themselves ;

c) that a uniform distinctive sign be recognized for the Medical Corps of all armies, or at least for all 
persons of the same army belonging to this Service ; and

that a uniform flag also be adopted in all countries for ambulances and hospitals.

These Resolutions, Ladies and Gentlemen, constitute the Deed of Foundation of the Red Cross ; the 
Great Charter of our Institution. The recommendations which follow the Resolutions forecast the Geneva 
Convention for the Amelioration of the Conditions of the Wounded in Armies in the Field which was con
cluded in Geneva less than one year later on August 22, 1864. Here, then, is the starting point from which 
we set forth.

You have heard in the opening lines of the Resolutions the words « shall be... ». A hundred years ago, 
the Resolutions were an act of faith. Today, they are reality. The Red Cross exists, vastly greater, stronger 
and more active than its founders would have dared to hope. May those who serve it tomorrow also 
exceed our most courageous hopes. This is the key-word which we pass on to them in our turn. And if, a 
hundred years hence, they too come in pilgrimage to these ancient walls, they will have the same joy in 
expressing the wish : long live the Red Cross.
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SPEECHES AT THE OFFICIAL CEREMONY IN THE GRAND THÉÂTRE

Adress of welcom e by Professor A. von Albertini, 
President of the Swiss Red Cross

Mr. President of the Confederation,

Gentlemen of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps,

Gentlemen representing the international organizations,

Mr. President of the State Council of the Canton of Geneva,

The Mayor of Geneva,

Gentlemen representing the Federal, Cantonal and Municipal Authorities,

The Heads of delegations of National Societies of the Red Cross,

Members of Societies associated with the Red Cross, the Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The honour falls to me, as President of the Commission for this Day of Commemoration, to welcome 
you in the name of the patron institutions — the International Committee of the Red Cross, the League 
of Red Cross Societies and the Swiss Red Cross — on this Day of celebration of the Centenary of the 
Foundation of the Red Cross.

If I have not greeted by name all the personalities who have come from far and near to the « Grand 
Théâtre », in order by their presence to testify to the universality and the solidarity of the Red Cross, they 
must nevertheless realize how great is my appreciation at seeing them with us at this celebration.

Their presence is an act of faith which proves how alive and vigorous is our movement arising from 
the distress felt in generous souls by the suffering caused by war.

My gratitude goes also to those who have given generously to the financing of the Centenary and to 
those who have contributed their cooperation and their labour in order that it might be carried out.

To all I would say : For what you have done and for what you are doing for the Red Cross «thank you». 
I now declare the official Ceremony in commemoration of the Red Cross Centenary open.

Speech by Mr. W illy Spiihler, President of the Swiss Confederation  
on the occasion of the Centenary of the International Red Cross

I t is a source of joy, also of pride to the Swiss people, that the idea of the Red Cross sprang from 
Swiss soil, and thence acquired the necessary impetus in order to take a hold upon the entire world. But, 
we may not find therein a pretext to take satisfaction in presumptuous complacency. For the foundation 
of the Red Cross must inspire us to modesty. The initial momentum was not given by a single nation aware 
of humanitarian problems ; it was the idea of one m an and the sense of realism of a few citizens of Geneva 
who shared his ideas. And D unant’s ideas finally triumphed because they were welcomed by men of good
will in other countries. But rare are ideas which achieve world-wide reality so quickly. And it is this
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thought which must always uphold our belief in the spirit and idea of humanity, in the value and dignity 
of man. For without this belief, compassion for the misery of others would be inexistant and inoperative. 
Whosoever is guided by this belief stops not to enquire about nationality or political conviction ; he takes 
no account of colour or race ; he knows only the distress of men.

The Swiss people, in whose heart the Red Cross has held a place since its very foundation, is pro
foundly grateful to the world community of this institution. As a modest testimony of this gratitude, the 
Federal Council has proposed to the Swiss Federal Assembly to make available to the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross on the occasion of its Centenary, a building to house its Central Tracing Agency 
and also the future Henry D unant institute.

W ith all due modesty, we declare our belief that the idea and the work of the Red Cross have 
received from the Swiss people favourable political and spiritual reactions which have been wrought in the 
course of decades and centuries under the influence of their institutions and traditions. On this subject it 
is quite natural to call first of all to mind our neutrality and our independence. The existence and the 
activity, both of Switzerland and of the Red Cross, depend on the recognition and observance of these 
principles. Only the independant can be neutral, obeying neither orders nor suggestions from without and 
being bound by no exterior influence. And in the same manner as the equality of individuals and of cantons 
is necessary for the existence of the Swiss State, it is only the absolute equality of States — old or new, 
powerful or weak — as well as the equality of all men irrespective of race, creed and opinion, which 
enables the Red Cross to carry out its activities on a world-wide scale.

The first Geneva Convention was the first great break-through of law in the field of war, when it 
attem pted to have ethical considerations accepted. The law of the Red Cross is a branch of international 
law which has withstood the assault of two world wars. The question might consequently be asked 
whether the task of the Red Cross should not be extended, in calling upon it to take part in efforts being 
made on an international level with a view to the maintenance of peace. If it is true that the destructive 
methods of modern warfare make protective measures and relief to defenceless populations problematic, 
the Red Cross principles might impel this institution to devote its efforts to the maintenance of peace. But 
the Red Cross may not assume such a mission unless, apart, of course, from obtaining the essential agree
ment of parties to a dispute, it is encouraged to do so by world opinion, that very opinion which so far 
has enabled it to pu t its ideal into practice. This would require an impulsion from mankind identical to 
that which sustained the Red Cross a hundred years ago. May the Centenary of the Red Cross release such 
a lasting upsurge of opinion. Such is the ardent wish of the Federal Council and the Swiss people.

Speech by Mr. Charles Duchem in, 
President of the State Council of the Republic and Canton of Geneva

Mr. President of the Confederation,

Representatives of the International Committee, of the Board of Governors of the League, and of the 
National Societies of the Red Cross,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In the name of the authorities of the Republic and Canton of Geneva, in the name of the authorities 
of the city of Geneva and of all our population, it is an honour for me to wish you welcome to this city 
where, one hundred years ago, was born the most important hum anitarian work in the entire world.

One of our fellow-citizens had been distressed by the horrors of war. His profound emotion inspired 
him to write a moving book. A private group studied how best to pu t his suggestions into practice for 
the care of the wounded.

A commission of five members, private individuals without any mandate, took upon itself to convene 
an international conference and it obtained the participation of sixteen governments.

It is with enthusiasm that we celebrate the Centenary of that meeting in 1863, the first international 
assembly held in our town.
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The resolutions which were adopted consecrated the principles of help to the wounded, the training 
of voluntary nurses, the adoption of a distinctive and uniform sign — the red cross.

Already at the beginning of 1864, delegates were sent to Denmark and to Germany where war was 
being waged, and in August of that year a further conference was held, this time officially, where the first 
of the Geneva Conventions was signed.

One of the articles stipulated that the flag and the armlet would bear « a red cross on a white back
ground ». All our countrymen are proud to see the national colours on the emblem of the Red Cross and 
our fellow-citizens are even more moved when in foreign lands they hear talk of the Cross of Geneva.

That, Ladies and Gentlemen, was the starting point of this great humanitarian crusade. Its founders 
could not have imagined how greatly it was to be extended.

I leave it to Mr. Burckhardt, to describe the continued development of the work begun in 1963, its 
increasing success and the admiration and gratitude which it universally inspires.

Let me merely quote a figure which says more than any comment : there are in the world over ninety 
National Societies within the League of Red Cross Societies whose headquarters are in our town. The 
League works in harmony with the International Committee, the direct successor of the «Committee 
of Five ». In spite of the word « international » in its title, the Committee continues to be formed of Swiss 
citizens, in keeping with tradition.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Two sentiments, it seems to us, should be expressed today :
— pride that our little town (the Geneva of 1863) was the birth-place of a great and magnificent idea.
— gratitude for those who, in every country, have helped to promote its diffusion for the good of 

suffering humanity.
Let us hope that the events planned for today and for the weeks to follow will strengthen yet further 

the international work to which you are devoted and which has rightly been called « a light in the world ».

Speech given by Mr. Leopold Boissier, 
President of the International Committee of the Red Cross

The International Committee of the Red Cross, the founder organization of our movement is 
grateful to those who have organized this day’s events, for having arranged on the centenary of 
the first Red Cross conference, the memorable events which will commemorate one of the most important 
occurrences in contemporary history. By so doing, justice is rendered to Henry Dunant and honour is paid 
to the « Committee of Five » who founded their work on the realities of their time and the promises of 
the future, uniting for ever intelligence with the heart, thought with action.

But I will not dwell on history in the few words which I am going to address to you. The Red Cross 
though proud of its past, looks more keenly to the path which lies ahead. For its part, the International 
Committee will endeavour with untiring perseverance to obtain universal acceptance and application of the 
Geneva Conventions. These Conventions, instruments fashioned and perfected by experience, were forged 
to protect and save innocent victims of war. Each victim is considered as a separate entity and assisted in 
his individual suffering, from which it is necessary to save him by stretching out a helping hand. In this 
fashion the text of the Conventions is transformed into a veritable causeway along which representatives 
from Geneva travel to bring comfort and perhaps salvation to the wounded or imprisoned.

Since the revision of 1949, the Conventions have led the Committee to extend its aid to all those 
hum an beings caught up in the turmoil of civil war, the most inhuman of all forms of conflict. Such pro
tection, accepted by Governments and already meeting with success opens up new horizons to the Inter
national Committee.
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W hat will be the destiny of mankind in the course of the next 100 years, caught as it is between 
national rivalries, sustaining the shock of political and social doctrines, and drawn along by the rapid 
evolution of civilisations ? Will it be violent or peaceful ? No-one knows the answer, bu t you can rest 
assured that the International Committee of the Red Cross will have an ever increasing role to play in its 
capacity as neutral intermediary. And one can foresee the day when it will act on behalf of the individual, 
not only in case of war but also when forces unknown to-day, in one way or another menace the very 
existence of human life.

For such commitments the International Committee draws strength from the accomplishment of its 
daily tasks, the diversity of which reflect the torm ented era in which we live. W e must m eet the ceaseless 
demand of new challenges, act in countries which even yesterday ignored the Red Cross and its work. We 
must adapt our methods and be patient. If success occasionally recompenses great effort, failures are fre
quent. Rut nothing matters if, little by little, the solidarity of men of goodwill affirms itself and helps to 
remove the shadows of ignorance and fear.

The International Committee, in conjunction with the National Societies and the League, its federative 
association, contributes to the service of peace through the dissemination and application of principles 
which are to all of us, men and women of the Red Cross, our most precious possession and can become 
the heritage of humanity as a whole.

Ladies and Gentlemen, it is our privilege to serve such a high ideal. Let it illumine the struggles that 
lie ahead and lead us to new victories.

Speech by Mr. John MacAulay, 
President of the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies

The League of Red Cross Societies was founded on May 5, 1919. The League is described in its 
Constitution as the international federation of National Red Cross Societies, an association of unlimited 
duration having the legal status of a corporate body. In referring to National Red Cross Societies, the 
Constitution also and equally refers to the corresponding National Societies of the countries using in the 
place of the Red Cross the emblems admitted by the Geneva Convention, namely the Red Crescent, Red 
Lion and Sun.

It will be seen that the League is the younger member of this unique organization known as the 
International Red Cross. It has been in existence for some 44 years. W hile it is far from reaching its own 
centenary, it feels that today’s event is of major importance in its history. The Red Cross, both as an 
idea and as an institution is a unit, and we are all united in celebrating its centenary.

As has been mentioned, the League is the international federation of National Red Cross Societies. 
The year 1863 saw the birth of the first of these National Societies. National Societies emerged and 
developed as a direct consequence of the attitude and philosophy of Henry Dunant. In the realization of 
his dreams, he proposed the formation of relief societies which would always be available for the perfor
mance of an ever increasing number of new tasks. His ideas respecting the function of relief committees 
were conveyed in his own words as follows :

« Render great services by their permanent existence during periods of epidemics, floods, great fires, 
and other unforeseen disasters ; the philantropie spirit which brought them into being would prom pt them 
to action in all circumstances where they could be of service. »

As a result of this call to service, the League has today some 90 recognized National Red Cross 
Societies. There are a number of other National Societies which will soon become members of the inter
national organization. The formation throughout the world of these numerous new societies gives the prin
ciple of the Universality of the Red Cross an increased vitality and a deeper and more realistic meaning. 
It is no exaggeration to say that the Red Cross will face its second centenary with 100 active societies, 
comprising approximately 170,000,000 members, all working according to the principles laid down in this 
city by its founding fathers 100 years ago.

It is possible that in many countries, if Red Cross Societies had not come into existence, other orga
nizations might have been created exercising parallel activities in the fields of relief, health and education.
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They would have represented a most inadequate substitute for the Red Cross, with its international status. 
Red Cross boasts a unique combination of individuals all over the world, guided by international agree
ments and basic humanitarian principles. Red Cross members, unified in their own National Societies and 
federated in the League, belong to something more significant than a series of benevolent societies. These 
individuals are responsible for the special character of Red Cross work which is both idealogical and 
practical.

On the occasion of this Centenary we should not forget that the League represents millions of volun
tary workers to whom we owe an extreme debt of gratitude. The officers of the League have the honor 
of representing these voluntary members at this Centenary Celebration.

The federation of Red Cross Societies, the National Societies of Red Cross and the members of all 
National Societies reflect with pride on the history of the Red Cross and anticipate with confidence its 
ability to accomplish the great tasks which lie ahead. They also thank, with respect and gratitude the 
founding fathers of the International Red Cross.

The most constructive manner in which we can celebrate the centenary is to act in the spirit which 
has been referred to so eloquently by the other messages conveyed to us today. These same thoughts were 
well expressed by the founder and first president of the League, Henry P. Davidson, who said — < Our 
task involves not merely the effort to relieve human suffering, bu t to prevent it. Red Cross concerns itself 
not with the suffering of one people alone but the welfare of our fellow beings throughout the world. 
The Red Cross is not building for a day, bu t for all time. »

This centenary is a great inspiration for our future work all over the world. Let one of our objectives 
be to add annually new national societies as well as millions of new Red Cross members in every comer 
of the globe. Let us urge at all times the observance by all, of our Red Cross principles.

W ith our increased stature let us strive to provide food, clothing and medical care for all suffering and 
needy people. Let us also work towards the solution of the world refugee problem. These are examples 
of tasks we can undertake if our organization is strong and vigorous.

W e hope for the development of this great humanitarian movement which we serve so proudly 
and believe in so firmly. In this centenary year let us re-dedicate ourselves to the building of this great 
movement for all years to come. Let us remember as our founder and first president said that we are not 
building for a day bu t for all time. Let us also remember that the Red Cross strives aggressively to pro
mote international understanding and that it is one of the few healing influences in the world today.

The Red Cross Spirit 

Speech by Minister Carl Burckhardt, 
form er President of the International Committee of the Red Cross

You have come here from all corners of the globe, united in the Red Cross spirit.
This spirit goes back a long way in history. I t  does not belong to any particular place, period, esta

blished faith nor philosophy. I t operates at all great moments of thought and everywhere. Then, one day 
a man was to give it its universal quality and effectiveness. Substance was to be given to this aspiration
by exalting and binding humanity’s still latent forces. That man was Henry Dunant, whose book « A
memory of Solferino » will always remain as a monument of human grandeur.

Let us look back into the past in search of the first attempts which were from the earliest times to
culminate in this decisive act. W henever we seek spiritual origins we turn towards the East.

The sage’s notion of impartiality can be found in the most ancient of times. The great epics such as 
those of M ahâbhârata, for example, already reveal the presence of a spirit which is indeed that of the Red 
Cross. No captive is led into slavery, prisoners of war are treated with humanity and they are expected to
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be released at the end of hostilities. These dispositions go even further. According to M ahâbhârata, an 
enemy who can no longer offer resistance or who is insufficiently armed must not be dispatched. Once a 
combatant has surrendered, he has the right to his adversary’s protection. A soldier ceases to be an enemy 
when he lays down his arms and all the wounded are immediately placed under the protection of the 
victor. Now this protection, as the Agnapurana definitely states, implies the giving of medical assistance.

The Bushido, the authentic revelation of Japanese ethics, had created a whole moral in which there 
was a place for humanitarian ideas.1

Buddhism respects and protects life in all its forms. Rules which seem so modern to us today, in fact 
stem from this axiom.

This is merely summary information, since the motives underlying such points of view are complex by 
nature. In  the beginning we can distinguish two main currents, both of which in their own way gave 
inspiration to the Red Cross spirit : the action of serving life’s needs and the aspiring after justice.

In ancient China, some 600 years before the Christian era, Laotseu and Tschonangtseu had already 
presented the Tao’s absolute as being a synthesis embracing all opposing views and contradictions in the 
world, which reconciles its infinite diversity and whilst so doing neutralizes its forces of antagonism. The 
sage is to be found at the very centre like the axle of a wheel, immobile yet surrounded by movement. 
Laotseu however declared : « The Tao is not kind, nor is the wise one ».2

The Taoist doctrine has deployed its effects for ten centuries, bu t it has gradually been impregnated 
with Buddhist thought, and like Confuscianisme, it has undergone profound transformations. M urder is 
considered to be the gravest of mortal sins and the prohibition against the destruction of life has ended in 
teaching the practice of non-violence.

W e can thus see how these two fundamental trends are able to converge and mingle with each other. 
But, whilst they continue developing on separate lines, and this is also the case, the one leads to the con
demnation of all violence, to helpful fellowship, to charitable action, whilst the other arrives, as has just 
been said, at the idea of the full accomplishment of justice.

If they remain independent and only m eet to form one whole, where then can these two tendencies 
m eet without clashing, unless it is when coming face to face with those who lack all things, disarmed and 
without any powers of resistance, with all facets of hum an misery ? Compassion and justice can and should 
coincide at this point.

Justice is the epitome of all the virtues, one of which is compassion. This concerns real pity, not the 
romantic, subjective and sentimental kind which fills our world today, falsifying all its values. For real 
pity is reflective and rigorous. It is in fact inseparable from justice, for without it, justice becomes inhuman 
and is lost in the void.

W e see the true spirit of charity allied with a deep yearning for impartiality at work when the ancient 
methods of brutal conquest, of mass deportations, of summary executions are changed, as can also be seen 
in certain initiatives taken by the Achemenides dynasty of Persia, by Cyrus, Darius and Xerxès. These 
kings called themselves the servants of the God of Light. Xenophon, to whom we owe the biography of 
Cyrus, tells us that he showed himself gentle with the vanquished, he kept his promises and always res- 
respected treaties, as he respected the beliefs of foreigners. Now, this same Cyrus published an order by 
which the armies of the enemy were to be given not only the same respect as his own forces, bu t also the 
same care.

For Islam, only those who were on the battlefield and made use of their arms were regarded as being 
enemies. The Koran made a rigid distinction between belligerents and non-belligerents. Women, children, 
the aged, the sick must be spared, as well as those cultivating the fields, also monks and hermits. A mother 
should not be separated from her children. Men who are without weapons, incapable of defending them
selves, should be exposed to neither physical nor moral suffering. Torture is a more serious crime than 
even murder. It is forbidden to pillage or mutilate the bodies of fallen combatants.3

i See J. Enomoto. Studies by the 3 authors quoted have appeared  in the « Revue In ternationale de la 
Croix Rouge ».

2 See P. Demiéville, English Supplem ent, Feb. 1955.
* See A. Draz.
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Civilization certainly goes forward by leaps and bounds. Humanity seems at times to halt, even to 
regress. This is especially true as regards man’s attitude towards the suffering of others. It is also true 
in so far as it concerns the respect men have for individuals.

In Europe, since the arrival of Christianity, there has always been throughout the centuries tension 
and contradiction between the precepts of love and forgiveness which are the very foundations of that 
religious tradition, and the way in which these precepts are often avoided in practice and frequently 
infringed. Gandhi caustically described Christianity as being a sublime religion, but it has been so little 
applied by Christians themselves. However, there have been attempts to apply it throughout the whole 
course of European history since its origins until the present day. Attention should be paid to all the efforts 
of goodwill realized by some of the great religious orders, societies of chivalry and of certain modern 
hum anitarian movements which give cause for admiration.

In  tire Middle Ages life was considered by many people as a mere stage on the journey beyond and 
it was not considered to be of sufficient value to prolong it on this earth. One was therefore more con
cerned with saving souls than bodies. Suffering was regarded as having a mystic quality, an educative 
virtue. I t was not for men to alter the course of their destiny and the mass of people remained indiffe
rent to the misfortunes of others.

W ith the awakening of the scientific spirit, man began to discover the physical laws ruling the universe, 
including his own body. Life was to become an end in itself. Since then society has taken its own 
destiny in hand and is itself determined to redress the errors of fate. The Age of the Enlightenment sees 
the beginnings of humanitarianism, an evolved and rational form of charity and justice. The « philoso
phers » refuse to consider misery as being inevitable and no longer accept the idea that each man is 
responsible for the evil suffered by the world. It was now a question of achieving as much happiness as 
possible for the greatest possible number. Gradually a rule was to take clear shape from Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, who set forth in 1762 that respect should be given a disarmed enemy. According to him war 
was a m atter between States, whose subjects are but instruments. Once these have laid down their arms, 
they become men again whom one has no right to kill.

These ideas were to be taken up by the French Revolution which, furthermore, declared that « priso
ners of w ar are in the safe-keeping of the Nation and enjoy the protection of its laws », in the same way 
as its own nationals. Then the system of military conscription transformed fighting into wars of the masses. 
W hole countries were to be aligned against others. The medical organization, however, did not follow 
this development and under Napoleon I, the lot of the wounded was indeed deplorable. There was no 
improvement in any way in this pitiful state of affairs during the second half of the century. In the 
Crimean and Italian campaigns 6 0 %  of the wounded were to die.

The 19th Century did, however, have great achievements to its credit : the abolition of slavery, the 
declaration of the rights of man and the origins of the universality of the Red Cross. It had scarcely passed 
half its span when it was aroused by Henry Dun ant’s pathetic appeal. Having witnessed the tragic aftermath 
of one of the most blood-stained battles of history until then, the soldier who hald fallen was for him no longer 
an enemy, bu t a m an who was shedding his blood and blood is everywhere the same colour. From the 
two wishes which the author formulates at the end of his book, « A Memory of Solferino », originated both 
the Red Cross and the Geneva Conventions, and that is the event we are celebrating today.

Since then, this universal movement has developed rapidly. Restricting itself first of all to the war 
wounded, the Red Cross has gradually extended its action to other victims of hostilities, the shipwrecked, 
prisoners of war and civilians. Furthermore, animated by the same spirit of solidarity, the National Red 
Cross Societies turn their efforts, in between conflicts, to peace-time activities. These include caring for 
the sick, improving hygiene and giving aid in cases of natural disasters. Henceforth the Red Cross covers 
human suffering in nearly all its forms.

Similarly, the first Geneva Convention brings all humanitarian law to life, even the rules of w ar as 
codified at the Hague. It is indirectly at the origin of that great movement created with a view to settling 
disputes in a pacific manner and to maintaining peace. Entirely distinct from the Red Cross, its work 
was pu t in concrete form, first in the League of Nations, then in the United Nations.

However, in the contemporary period can be seen a general weakening of international law and 
morals. Max H uber once wrote : « The spirit of the times overwhelms one. Rights are trampled underfoot ». 
The two world wars and their sequels have accumulated so much suffering and destruction that one ends 
by becoming accustomed to them, one does not even revolt against them any more. Monstruous doctrines
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have enshrined contempt for man and some of this still remains even with the most peaceful of characters. 
And this is indeed the diabolical effect of such poisoning of minds.

W ar is now made with hatred and fanaticism. The infliction of suffering has become a political 
weapon, an important source of propaganda and agitation. The world’s great scientists can be seen coldly 
studying ways of destroying, at a single blow, without any distinction, the populations of large cities, 
indeed of entire countries.

W here are we going today, in 1963 ? Perhaps we should first of all examine the problem on the level 
which is our own, that of the Bed Cross.

There is therefore one thought which is common to all people, which has gradually evolved through 
a series of attitudes towards moral and social conduct. It is from this noble heritage of humanity, to 
which all have brought their share, that the Red Cross has drawn and continues to renew its strength. 
Religions and philosophies, actions and theories, humble gestures and great deeds arrive at that meeting 
point, at which the Red Cross joins so many sustained efforts to defend human dignity, with its own 
attempts to alleviate suffering and avert misfortune.

Its work is at present making rapid strides, perhaps unprecedented in history. In every conflict, in 
any part of the world, the « third combatant » intervenes immediately, one could almost say, automatically. 
It can even be seen that the International Committee of the Red Cross penetrates more and more the 
sphere of the interests of State sovereignty — a sacrosanct bastion — on behalf of the individual to such a 
degree that it has started a real change in the evolution of international law. And, when great disasters 
occur, acts of solidarity of an ever-increasing extent can be seen to be carried out by the National Red 
Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies in response to appeals made by their federation the League. Every
where, in hospitals, in places of detention, even on blood soaked roads, thanks to the unceasing and obscure 
labour of so many persons of goodwill, men who are suffering are given protection, aid and consolation.

It should, however, be realized that the mission of the Red Cross demands ever more courage from 
those who give it service. To be faithful to the Red Cross today in a world which is often implacable and 
full of fanaticism, can mean risking one’s life.

Now, the Red Cross has need of people of integrity, and valiant too, within its ranks.
In addition, the actual task of the man of the Red Cross does not only presuppose that he must be 

prepared to pay with his person. I t demands an interior preparation which should become even deeper, 
so as to prevent him from allowing himself ever to be won over by partisan passion or hatred, whose flood 
is always rising and seething around him. The neutrality of the Red Cross is a first step towards objectivity, 
and therefore towards wisdom, leading perhaps to peace.

There are certain people who dispute the merits of such an attitude which is sometimes reviled these 
days in which so many doctrines oppose each other so stridently and assume to draw all tilings in their 
wake, in this age in which we are all asked to become committed to one ideology or another. I t  is certainly 
true that hum anitarian action demands some sort of commitment, bu t this is for a cause which goes far 
beyond the limits of history, frontiers or geography, and that is why so many people find difficulty in 
understanding its greatness.

Indeed it needs courage to join the ranks of the Red Cross, and if there are those who do not have 
this quality, both moral and physical, they had better go elsewhere. In order to serve the Red Cross today, 
one must give it all one’s spiritual resources. By serving it one gives the world that additional spirituality 
which Bergson asked us to contribute.

The work of the Red Cross is to a high degree individualistic in character and it is precisely in this that 
it differs from the public services and that it is not only one amongst many other administrations. As 
Henry D unant himself said, if he had been able to succour and console the victims of Solferino, it was 
because he was « permated by thinking of the importance of men’s lives ». If the Red Cross has been able 
to pursue its course in the midst of so many reefs for the past hundred years, it has been because its sole 
preoccupation was that of man suffering alone, defenceless. That is indeed its secret.

Even if society demands more and more from the individual, there will always be room for the Red 
Cross and for voluntary service between one person and another. I would even go so far as to say nothing 
can replace them.

In conclusion, it appears to me therefore that our common task is not without some power of influence 
on the future. In which direction is mankind heading ? That depends a little on each one of us. And all 
that we know of the Red Cross after a century’s existence enables us to think that it will know how to
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contribute, with the means which it possesses, towards the arrival of a world in which life be even more 
worth living.

So long as the Red Cross remains a living force, as it is today, we can look with confidence into the 
future. It will continue to expand and the im portant place which it will hold in the world of tomorrow 
will be seen as a pledge for the respect due to hum an dignity and to peace.
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TRIBUTE TO THE FOUNDERS OF THE RED CROSS

Speech by Professor A. von Albertini, 
President of the Swiss Red Cross in front of the Henry Dunant m em orial

A hundred years ago, on September 1, 1863, the Committee of Five, consisting of Henry Dunant, 
General Dufour, Gustave Moynier and Drs. Appia and Maunoir addressed a memorandum to leading offi
cials and private individuals both in Switzerland and abroad inviting them to take part in an International 
Congress to be held in Geneva, for the purpose of discussing questions raised by Henry D unant’s « A 
Souvenir of Solferino ». This was the first time that public expression was to be given to the great idea 
conceived by Dunant, that idea of genius which was to become an important international movement, 
thanks to all the efforts made by the Committee of Five.

We are meeting here today in front of the monument raised by Geneva, with the help of the Swiss 
people, to the memory of one of its most distinguished sons, Henry Dunant.

In this place and on this historic occasion, we, the depositaries of the Red Cross idea, all want to 
thank the founders of this great unique work, which they accomplished by creating this Institution. We 
want to express to them the gratitude of the Red Cross throughout the world today, with its 160 million 
members who are helping others under the Red Cross emblem, and of all those who have been given aid 
through the intervention of the Red Cross.

We reserve our gratitude first of all to Henry Dunant, the great founder of the Red Cross who thought 
of his idea after the scenes which he had personally witnessed on the battlefield of Solferino. We are also 
indebted to him for the striking work which was inspired by the horrors of war and for his proposals to forestall 
a repetition of such misery and of so much suffering. Thanks to the enthusiasm with which Henry Dunant, 
acting on behalf of the Committee, presented and upheld his ideas at the Statistical Congress in Berlin, 
then at the European courts, he succeeded, in a very short space of time, in ensuring the arrival of their 
leading representatives at an international conference in Geneva.

Our thoughts also go out with respect and gratitude to those upon whom Dunant called to put the 
idea of which he was the promoter in concrete form. These were the four other members of the Committee 
of Five, the founder body of the Red Cross.

There was Gustave Moynier, President of the Public Welfare Society of Geneva, a most gifted organizer 
and a jurist of high reputation who ably set an organization on foot whose object was to aim at realizing 
and make known Dunant’s proposals on the international level. Gustave Moynier controlled the destinies 
of the International Committee with great efficiency.

General G. II. Dufour, who commanded the Swiss Army during the war of the Sonderbund. A militar)' 
leader of outstanding capacity with a high sense of responsibility both ethical and moral, and endowed 
with deep humanitarian feeling, directed the work of the Committee of Five. He was the first President 
of the International Committee of the Red Cross and President of the Diplomatic Conference of 1864.

The two other members of the Committee of Five were well-known Geneva doctors :
Dr. Louis Appia, who rendered great services to the Army medical organization in the field and was 

the first delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross during the war of Schleswig-Holstein.
Dr. Théodore Maunoir, medical practitioner in Geneva whose practical advice was most useful at the 

outset.
The great merit of these four men lay in the fact that they recognized the importance of Dunant’s 

idea and that they succeeded in putting it into practice. They thus became the realizers of D unant’s plans 
and have gone down in Red Cross history as co-founders of the movement.
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The strength of the idea which the Committee of Five inspired with such enthusiasm in those in
positions of responsibility a hundred years ago, was so great that it was to convince other mortals. I t has
become even deeper rooted in the conscience of succeeding generations. It has remained youthful and 
alive and has spread throughout the entire globe in a way which has never previously been seen. It has 
now become the largest and the most effective humanitarian movement in the world.

At this moment when the wreaths are being placed at the memorials erected in honour of Henry 
Dunant, at Heiden, at Zurich and here in Geneva, filled with a feeling of deep gratitude I invite all mem
bers and friends of the Red Cross throughout the world to think once again with recognition of these men 
who formed the Committee of Five, the founder and the co-founders of the Red Cross. W e could not 
honour them better than by attemping to continue today in a manner worthy of them, the task which was 
begun a hundred years ago.

Now more than ever we believe in the profound truths of the principles of the Red Cross and of the 
possibilities of putting them into practice. W e hope that ever-increasing numbers will recognize them and 
that humanity’s burning desire to be able to live in a happier world, free from fear and misery, in liberty 
and peace, will one day be realized.

This is the wish which we express to the Red Cross on its official day of celebration.
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COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

The Council of Delegates, comprising representatives of the National Red Cross, Red Crescent and 
Red Lion and Sun Societies, of the International Committee of the Red Cross and of the League of Red 
Cross Societies, held sessions from September 2-10, 1963 in the United Nations Building. This was made 
available by kind permission of Mr. Thant, Secretary-General, who addressed the following message to the 
Congress :

I w ish to extend to the  In ternational R ed Cross my sincere congratulations on its C entenar)'. T he Red Cross and the 
U nited  Nations share a com m on ancestry : a lthough tire tim e and circum stances of their inception w ere d ifferent, bo th  orga
nisations w ere  born  of the sam e generous im pulse — the recognition th a t all m en are m em bers of the  hum an race and th a t 
the  suffering of any m an anyw here is a m atte r of concern to all m en everyw here. From  this have developed the  basic 
concepts shared by  our two organisations : th a t th e  unity  of m ankind transcends all boundaries and walls of separation and 
th a t no m an  can live un to  him self alone.

T he Red Cross was bom  of one m an’s horror before the  appalling  suffering caused by war. T he U nited  N ations was 
b om  of the  determ ination  o f its peoples to save succeeding generations from  this scourge. T he R ed Cross p ioneered in the 
efforts to establish in ternational co-operation in m atters of hum anitarian  concern. T he U nited  N ations and its Specialized 
Agencies seek to extend in ternational co-operation to all fields of hum an activity. I t  is only natural, therefore, th a t from 
the beginning the  U nited  Nations has sought and  received th e  help  of the  R ed Cross in a g reat num ber of d ifferent em er
gencies. I am  glad  to have this opportun ity  of paying trib u te  to th e  R ed Cross for its quick, effective and  unstin ting  
assistance.

T he essentially voluntary character o f your organisation enables you to surm ont difficulties th a t intergovernm ental 
organisations w ould find in tractable. F o r this reason, the  G eneral Assembly of the U nited  Nations, in its very first Session 
in 1946, recom m ended th a t tire m em bers of the U nited  Nations should encourage and prom ote th e  establishm ent and co
operation of du ly  authorised  voluntary  R ed Cross and  R ed C rescent Societies, and  th a t a t all tim es the  independen t and 
voluntary  action of those Societies should b e  respected. T he Assembly’s resolution reflected  tire desire of the  w orld organi
sation for the  closest relations w ith  the  R ed Cross.

You have properly  set two conditions essential to collaboration : first, the  preservation of your independence ; and  second 
— one closely linked to the  first — strict adherence to tire principles on w hich the  Red Cross is based. T he U nited  Nations 
has the  h ighest respect for bo th  conditions.

T he actual progress of our co-operation m ust, of course, be k ep t u n d e r constant scrutiny. You have on the  agenda of 
this Congress an  item  w hich has this end in view. Last m onth, tire Econom ic an d  Social Council of tire U nited  Nations, 
for its part, ind icated  fu rth er study on one aspect of the question, nam ely, international action in cases of em ergency resulting 
from  natural disasters.

In  congratu la ting  you on your C entenar)', I  w ish to p lace on record m y g ratitude th a t in a w orld beset by  m any dangers 
arising from  our past history and  our physical environm ent, the  R ed Cross exists and th a t through the  netw ork of Red 
Cross and  Red C rescent Societies, the  benefits of its activity are  extended to  all the  peoples of the  world.

I can assure you th a t all m em bers of the  U nited  Nations support you in your g reat and inspiring work for the  good 
of m ankind.

On September 6, the delegates were received for lunch in Berne by the Swiss Federal Council. After 
a tour of the federal capital they proceeded to the Interlaken district and on September 7 they watched 
mountain rescue operations by the Swiss Army Medical Corps and the Swiss Red Cross at Grindelwald, 
Eigergletscher and Jungfraujoch.
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AGENDA OF THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

I. Plenary session

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary-General and Assistant Secretaries.

2. Reading of the declaration of Red Cross Principles (voted unanimously by the Council of Delegates
in Prague).

3. Approval of the Agenda.

4. Appointment of Commissions of the Council :
a) General Commission
b) International Humanitarian Law Commission
c) Health and Social Commission
d) Junior Red Cross Commission.

5. Reports of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies on
the action taken on the Resolutions of the XlXth International Red Cross Conference.

6. Report of the General Commission.

7. Report of the International Humanitarian Law Commission.

8. Report of the Health and Social Commission.

9. Report of the Junior Red Cross Commission.

10. Red Cross as a factor in W orld Peace.

II. Meetings of Commissions

a) General Commission

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and Secretaries.

2. Statement by Chairman of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross.
3. One hundred years of service to humanity. The Red Cross on the threshold of its second century :

a) Reports of National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies
b) Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross
c) Report of the League of Red Cross Societies.

4. Development and nature of relations of the Red Cross with non-Red Cross Organizations.

b) International Humanitarian Law Commission

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and Secretaries.

2. Implementation and dissemination of Geneva Conventions.

25



3. Protection of civil populations :
a) Legal protection against the danger of indiscriminate warfare
b) Status of personnel of civil defence services
c) Civil medical and nursing personnel.

4. Protection of victims of non-international conflicts.

5. Use of the Red Cross emblem (establishment of regulations for the use of National Societies).

c) Health and Social Commission

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and Secretaries.

2. Red Cross and Health Services (first aid, accident prevention, health education, blood transfusion).

3. Red Cross and Social Services (principles, training of personnel, welfare work for the chronically ill and
handicapped, general child welfare).

4. Actions of National Societies in the field of civil population protection.

5. Red Cross responsibilities today in the field of Nursing.

d) Junior Red Cross Commission

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and Secretaries.

2. Red Cross responsibility in humanitarian education of youth.

3. Junior Red Cross responsibility in spreading its ideals and principles among young people.

4. Evaluation and adaptation of Junior Red Cross programmes to m odem  world trends.

5. Study of means for developing closer and more positive co-operation between the teaching body and 
the Junior Red Cross.

6. Dissemination of Red Cross Principles and Geneva Conventions among youth.
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LIST OF DELEGATES

Delegates were present from the National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies 
of the following countries :

AFGHANISTAN
Prof. Dr. Abdul Kayum Rassul, Secretary-General.
Mr. Ghulam H azrat Koshan, Director,

Junior Red Crescent.
Dr. Jamaludin Jailani, Medical Adviser.
Mr. Azim Etemadi.

ALRANIA
Mr. Mane Nishova, President.
Mr. Petrit Dishnica,

Member of the Central Committee.

ALGERIA
Mr. M ustapha Kermia, President.
Dr. Benhafid, Vice-President.
Mr. Mohammed El-Kechaï, Vice-President.
Mr. Braham Ben Siam, Treasurer General.
Mr. Mohammed Chuadria, Vice-President 

of the Committee of Bone.
Mrs. Braham Ben Siam.

ARGENTINE
Dr. D. Francisco Jose Martone, President.
Dr. D. Roberto E. Bogliano,

M ember of the Central Committee.
Mrs. Maria L. de Barugel, Adviser.
Dr. D. Emilio A. Etchegaray, Adviser.

AUSTRALIA
Dr. Geoffrey Newman-Morris, K.St.J., E.D., M.S., 

Chairman.
The Hon. L.G. Norman, F.C.A., F.A.S.A., 

Vice-Chairman.
Mr. L.G. Stubbings, B.A., Secretary-General.
Mr. B. Shearer, Chairman 

of the Queensland Division.
Miss Doreen Bergin, Branch President.
Miss I. Inwood, Member of the Junior 

Red Cross Committee.

Miss D. Beal.
Miss B.E. Burke.
Miss B. Fleming.

AUSTRIA
Count Johann Zeno Goëss, Vice-President.
Mr. Hans Sevcik, Secretary-General.
Countess Henckel-Donnersmarck,

Branch Director.

BELGIUM
Mr. Raymond Lemaire, Vice-President.
Mr. Marcel Thienpont, Vice-President.
Miss Simone Vercamer, Director.

BRAZIL
Mr. T.W. Sloper, General Delegate in Europe. 
Miss Carmen M. Pereira da Silva.
Miss Irene de Miranda Cotegipe Milanez.
Miss Anna E. Fulda.

BULGARIA
Dr. Petre V. Kolarov, President.
Mr. Gueorgui Gospodinov, Vice-President.
Mr. Ivan Puchkarov.
Mr. Vesselin Izmirliev.

BURUNDI
Princess Marie-Rose Rwagasore,

Honorary Vice-President.
Mrs. A.M. Delcroix de la Vignette, Vice-President. 
Mr. Evariste Nsabimana, Adviser.

CAMBODIA
H.R.H. Samdach Norodom Rasmi-Sobhana, 

President.
Dr. You Chhin.
Mr. Khiou Bonthonn,

Member of the Administrative Council.
Mrs. Khiou Bonthonn.
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Mrs. Chuop-Samloth,
Member of the Phnom-Penh Committee.

Miss Phlek-Phiroun,
Member of the Phnom-Penh Committee.

CAMEROON
Mrs. M arthe Boiché-Damé, Secretary-General.
Mr. Yaya Wadjiri,

Member of the Executive Committee.
Mrs. Thekla Moumy, Secretary-General ad int.
Dr. J.C. Happi, Treasurer-General.
Mrs. Berthe Beb-A-Don.

CANADA
Mr. Frank Hull, President.
Mr. George Aitken, F.C.A., Vice-President.
Mr. Maxwell Bruce, Q.C. Chairman 

of the Executive Committee.
Mr. W.J. Dunlop, Chairman 

of the Public Relations Committee.
Miss Helen MacArthur, National Director 

of Nursing.
Mr. Ralph E. W endeborn, National Director, 

Junior Red Cross.

CEYLON
Mr. L.B. Senaratne,

Member of the Central Committee

CHILE
Dr. D. Agustin Inostrosa, President.
Dr. D. Mariano Bahamonde-Ruiz, Vice-President.

CHINA
(People's Republic)
Mr. Peng Yen, Secretary-General.
Mr. Yi Cheng-hsin, Chief of Section,

International Relations Department.
Mrs. Liang Ssu Yi, Deputy Director.
Mr. Chi Feng, Deputy Director.
Mr. Thien Chin, Member of the Peking Committee.
Mr. Li Shuo-pao,

Member of the Shanghai Committee.
Mr. Yang Hu-shan, Interpreter.
Mr. Li Ching-hua, Interpreter.

COLOMBIA
Mrs. Blanca Marti de David’Almeida,

Director of the Junior Red Cross 
and the Nursing School.

Miss Olga Pinedo Navas.
Mr. Juan Pablo Llinas.

CONGO
Mr. Albert Koka, President.
Mr. Jérôme Tunguluka, Director,

Relief Section and Junior Red Cross.
Mr. Léon Stouffs, General Delegate.
Mr. David Mafuta.

CUBA
Com. D. Gilberto A. Cervantes Nuñes, President. 
Mr. Jose A. Casañas Suarez, Director, 

International Affairs.
Dr. D. Osvaldo Tarafa O’Farrill, Director,

Medical Section.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Dr. Frantisek Januch, President.
Dr. Alexander Horák, Vice-President.
Dr. Zdenek Krejci,

Member of the Central Committee 
and President of the Junior Red Cross.

Dr. Karel Blaha, Head of the International 
Relations Department.

Mr. Otokar Háva.

DAHOMEY 
Mr. Roger Alapini.

DENMARK
Dr. Johannes Frandsen, President.
Dr. Tage Christiansen, Vice-President.
Mr. Arne Fremm, Secretary-General.

ETHIOPIA
Mrs. Senedu Gabru,

Member of the Board of Directors.
Lt.-Col. Tilahun Bishane,

Member of the Board of Directors.
Mrs. Yeshi Teshome,

Member of the Board of Directors.
Lij. Hailu Desta Kassa,

Member of the Board of Directors.
Maj. Onni Niskanen, Secretary-General.

FINLAND
General Umari A.E. Martola, President.
Mr. Kai J. W arras, Secretary-General.
Mrs. Soili Kaskelo, Secretary of Health Affairs. 
Mrs. Benita Johanson, Secretary of the Junior 

Red Cross.
Mr. Pehr Victor Somer.

FRANCE
Ambassador André François-Poncet, President.
Mr. Georges Vermersch, Vice-President. 
General-Med. Debenedetti, Vice-President.

28



Vicomte de Truchis, Administrator and President 
of the International Relations’ Commission.

Mr. Jean Dillange, Secretary-General.
Mr. Roger Angebaud, Administrator.
General G. Glain, Cabinet Director,

Head of the International Relations’ Office.
Mr. Christian Blavet, Director,

Junior Red Cross and First-Aid.

GERMANY
(D em ocratic Republic)
Dr. W erner Ludwig, President.
Dr. Wolfgang W eitbrecht, Vice-President.
Mr. Joseph Zimmering, H ead of Section, 

International Relations’ Office.
Dr. Rolf Becker, Vice-Chairman 

of the Rostock Committee.

GERMANY
(Federal Republic)
Hans, Ritter von Lex, President.
Countess E tta  W aldersee, Vice-President.
Mr. W alther Hartmann,

Member of the Central Committee.
Mr. Wilhelm Hausmann,

Member of the Central Committee.
Dr. Charlotte von Loeper,

Member of the Central Committee.
Mrs. Else Weecks,

Member of the Central Committee.
Dr. Anton Schlôgel, Secretary General.
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Denecke,

Medical Chief of the Red Cross.
Generaloberin von Oertzen.
Mr. Wolfgang Büsselberg, Treasurer.
Mr. W. Heudtlass, Director, Press and Publicity.
Mr. Horst Kerutt, Director,

International Relations.
Dr. Kurt Wagner, Director, Research Service.
Mr. H erbert Engelberg, Director of Finances.
Mr. Herm ann Ritgen, Assistant Secretary-General.
Dr. Goetz Fehr, former Director 

of the Junior Red Cross.
Sophia-Luisa, Freifrau von Knigge,

Vice-President of the Lower Saxony Committee.
Princess of Hesse and the Rhine,

Vice-President of the Hesse Committee.
Duchess Tatiana M ettemich,

M ember of the Hesse Committee.
Dr. Dietrich Bios,

President of the Berlin Red Cross.
Baroness Elisabeth von Schoenau,

Vice-President of the Baden Committee.
Dr. Ruth Auffermann, Vice-President 

of the Baden-W ürttemberg Committee.

Dr. M artha Rehm, Vice-President 
of the Bavarian Committee.

Dr. W alter Hofmann, Vice-President 
of the Rhineland and Pfalz Committee.

Mrs. Elisabeth Bryl, Secretary to the President.

GHANA
Miss Ruby Quartey Papafio, M.B.E., 

Vice-President.
Mrs. Vida Grant.
Miss Adelaide V.A. Wood.

GREAT-BRITAIN
The Lord Inchyra, G.C.M.G., C.V.O., Chairman 

of the Executive Committee.
The Countess of Limerick, G.B.E., LL. D., 

Vice-President.
Dame Anne Bryans, D.B.E., Deputy Chairman.
Miss Evelyn Bark, O.B.E.,

International Relations and Relief Adviser.
Miss Maude E. Jones, Director, Junior Red Cross.
Mr. I.D.M. Reid, Assistant Secretary-General.

GREECE
H.E. Mr. Michel Pesmazoglu,

Member of the Central Committee.
Mr. E.D. Spiliotopoulos, Secretary-General.
Mr. Evangelos Georgantzoglu.

GUATEMALA
Mr. Albert Dupont-Willemin, Delegate in Europe.
Mr. Albert Dupont-Willemin, Jr.

HUNGARY
Ambassador István Rostás, Secretary-General.
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FIRST PLENARY SESSIO N

Monday, September 2nd, 1963 at 10. a.m.

The meeting was opened at 10,10 a.m. by H.E. M. François-Poncet, President of the Standing Com
mission of the International Red Cross.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I declare the first plenary session of the Council of Delegates open.

1. R E A D IN G  O F  T H E  D EC L A R A T IO N  O F  R E D  CROSS PR IN C IPL E S

I should bring to your attention, or rather I should recall, the fundamental Red Cross principles as 
approved unanimously by the Council of Delegates, meeting in Prague in 1961.

These principles, which we should always have in mind and of which we should never lose sight, 
I shall read standing. (The D elegates rose.)

HUMANITY The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring assistance without discrimination to 
the wounded on the battlefield, endeavours — in its international and national 
capacity — to prevent and alleviate human suffering wherever it may be found. 
Its purpose is to protect life and health and to ensure respect for the human 
being. It promotes mutual understanding, friendship, co-operation and lasting 
peace amongst all peoples.

IMPARTIALITY It makes no discrimination as to nationality, race, religious beliefs, class or poli
tical opinions. It endeavours only to relieve suffering, giving priority to the 
most urgent cases of distress.

NEUTRALITY

IND EPEN DENCE

In order to continue to enjoy the confidence of all, the Red Cross may not take 
sides in hostilities or engage at any time in controversies of a political, racial 
religious or ideological nature.

The Red Cross is independent. The National Societies, while auxiliaries in the 
humanitarian services of their governments and subject to the laws of their 
respective countries, must always maintain their autonomy so that they may be 
able at all times to act in accordance with Red Cross principles.

VOLUNTARY SERVICE The Red Cross is a voluntary relief organisation not prompted in any manner
by desire for gain.

UNITY There can be only one Red Cross Society in any one country. It must be open 
to all. It must carry on its humanitarian work throughout its territory.

UNIVERSALITY
The Red Cross is a world-wide institution in which all Societies have equal 
status and share equal responsibilities and duties in helping each other.
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2. ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN, SECRETARY-GENERAL

A N D  ASSISTAN T SEC R ETA R IES

Election of the Chairman

It is now up to you, Ladies and Gentlemen, to proceed to elect your Chairman. I think that it is in 
keeping with tradition, and conforms with the concensus of opinion, if I propose the President of the In ter
national Committee of the Red Cross, Mr. Léopold Boissier. (Applause.)

Is there no opposition ? The unanimity of this acclamation is a tribute to Mr. Boissier. I hand over 
to him the chair which I have occupied for a short time. (Mr. Boissier mounts the rostrum.) (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Mr. President of the State Council of Geneva ; Dr. Dorolle representing the World 
Health Organisation ; Ladies and Gentlemen.

I wish you all a hearty welcome.
I thank the Council of Delegates for having elected me Chairman of this Session. This is an honour 

reflecting on the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) which is this year celebrating its 
Centenary with the support and encouragement of all National Red Cross Societies.

I believe that the best way in which I can show my gratitude is to spare you a speech. I would, 
however, remind you of one principle, which must be a standing rule throughout our proceedings : we, as 
members of the Red Cross, are here to study solely Red Cross questions, avoiding any political issue. This 
meeting should show the world not only the universality, but also the unity, of the Red Cross.

I finish this brief introduction by greeting all the new National Societies which are attending the 
international meeting of our movement for the first time.

I shall now give a few details concerning procedure.
The terms of reference of the Council of Delegates have been fixed in a negative fashion by Article V, 

Paragraph III of the International Red Cross Statutes, which reads as follows :
« W hen the Council of Delegates or the Board of Governors m eet outside the sessions of the In ter

national Conference they shall take no final decision on any question which, according to the present 
Statutes, is within the exclusive competence of the Conference, nor any decision contrary to the resolutions 
of the latter, or concerning questions already settled by the Conference or reserved by it for the agenda 
of a forthcoming Conference. $

This does not imply that the Council of Delegates may not come to any important decisions. Quite 
the contrary : its agenda includes a num ber of questions of the highest importance on which useful reso
lutions may be adopted.

Only a few problems, calling for the opinion of Governments, ought to be referred for a definite 
decision at the next International Conference at which the Governments will be represented.

I suggest that the plenary sessions and commissions be open to the public and the Press. Is there any 
objection ? Does anybody object to the proceedings being public ?

There being no objection, our plenary sessions and commissions will be open to the public.

Election of Vice-Chairman

I now propose the Council of Delegates appoint two Vice-Chairmen.
The Standing Commission has put forward the names of Mr. MacAulay, Chairman of the Board of 

Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies, and Professor von Albertini, Chairman of the Swiss Red 
Cross. (Applause.)

Are there any contrary opinions ? There being none, Mr. MacAulay and Professor von Albertini are 
elected by acclamation.

Election of Secretary-General and Assistant Secretaries

I also propose that a Secretary-General and two Assistant Secretaries be elected. The standing com
mission has submitted as candidate for the office of Secretary-General Mr. Haug ,Secretary-General of 
the Swiss Red Cross. (Applause.)
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Any objection ? There being none, I ask Mr. Hang to take his place on the rostrum, and I congratulate 
him on his election.

To act as Assistant Secretaries, the names of Mr. Tchikalenko, of the League of Red Cross Societies 
and Mr. Pilloud, of the International Committee of the Red Cross, have been proposed. (Applause.)

Any objections ? There being none, these two gentlemen are duly elected, and I congratulate them.

3. A D O PT IO N  O F  T H E  A G EN D A

I now submit the provisional agenda which can be found in the small pink booklet which you have 
all received.

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary-General and Assistant Secretaries.

2. Reading of the declaration of Red Cross Principles (voted unanimously by the Council of Delegates 
in Prague).

3. Approval of the Agenda.

4. Appointment of Commissions of the Council :
a) General Commission
b) International Humanitarian Law Commission
c) Health and Social Commission
d) Junior Red Cross Commission.

5. Reports of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies on 
the action taken on the Resolutions of the XlXth International Conference of the Red Cross.

6. Report of the General Commission.

7. Report of the International Humanitarian Law Commission.

8. Report of the Health and Social Commission.

9. Report of the Junior Red Cross Commission.

10. Red Cross as a factor in W orld Peace.

11. Communication by the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross.

Two items have been added to this agenda : in the first place, a proposal by the Australian Red Cross 
for the creation of an international Henry Dunant Medal. This proposal, which has been conveyed to all 
Delegates, will be referred to the General Commission.

Any objections ? There being none, we shall proceed accordingly.
The second proposal comes from the ICRC, which requests you to refer it also to the General Com

mission. It deals with material relief actions, and you have received a report on this subject.
Are there any objections ? There being none, this proposal is referred to the General Commission.
The Netherlands Delegation desire to add one more item to the agenda. I give it the floor.

Mr. VAN EM DEN (Netherlands Red Cross) : — In the name of the Netherlands Red Cross Delegation
I would ask you to add to the agenda for the plenary session of the Council of Delegates the reading of
the appeal of the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC.

CHAIRMAN : — You have heard the proposal by the Netherlands Red Cross to add to the agenda an
appeal from the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC. If there is no objection, the reading of this
appeal will be postponed to Monday’s or Tuesday’s session.

I see there are no objections. It is therefore moved that Mr. van Emden’s communication be deferred
until the end of a forthcoming plenary session.

I now give the floor to Mr. François-Poncet, who has something to say to you concerning the place
at which the next International Conference will be held. The choice of place belongs to the Standing
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Commission if the last International Conference m ade no decision on the subject : and, in fact, the 
XlXth Conference at New Delhi did not make any such decision.

Mr. FRANÇOIS-PONCET (Chairman of the Standing Commission) : — As the Chairman has just 
reminded you, Article 10 of the International Red Cross statutes stipulates that when the place and date 
of an International Conference of the Red Cross has not been decided by the preceding Conference, it is 
the prerogative of the Standing Commission to do so.

There may be some doubt in the minds of some participants, due to a letter which the Standing 
Commission sent to all National Societies, asking whether they would be willing to act as host for the next 
International Conference, and in which it was mentioned towards the end that this information was neces
sary in order for the Council of Delegates to make a decision. This was an error of wording on my part ; 
I admit to this and apologise. In fact, it is the Standing Commission which decides the place and date 
of the next Conference. The Council of Delegates is informed, but it does not have to deliberate on the 
matter.

So far seven National Societies have offered to act as host. Just as seven towns claim the honour of 
having been Homer’s birth-place, to-day seven National Societies honour us by offering hospitality to the 
next International Conference. We take this opportunity to thank them and all those who replied to our 
appeal, either requesting information or expressing regret at being unable to offer their hospitality.

The Commission has carefully considered the seven offers, taking all factors into consideration. It will 
advise you of its choice at one of the last sessions of the Council of Delegates. It will be one af the last 
items on the Agenda.

Between now and then we shall enquire into opinions on the matter. W e have already done the 
ground-work, and in one of the Commission’s forthcoming meetings we shall make the decision to be 
brought to your notice.

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mr. François-Poncet. Are there any delegates wishing to introduce a 
change into the Agenda as submitted with its three annexes ? There being no suggestions in this respect, 
the provisional Agenda submitted becomes the final Agenda for this session of the Council of Delegates.

4. A PPO IN T M E N T  O F  C O M M ISSIO N S O F  T H E  C O U N C IL

It has been decided to set up four Commissions to share the work to be undertaken.
The General Commission, as its name implies, will deal with questions concerning the institution as a 

whole ;
The International Humanitarian Law Commission, with a particularly heavy programme ;
The Health and Social Commission ; and
The Junior Red Cross Commission.
The Standing Commission makes suggestions to these Commissions concerning the election of Chairman 

and Vice-Chairman. It does not do so, however, in respect of the rapporteurs whom you will be called 
upon to appoint.

For the General Commission, we propose as Chairman General Martola, President of the Finnish Red 
Cross, and as Vice-Chairman we suggest Professor Miterev, President of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of the USSR.

W e have unfortunately no proposal for the International Humanitarian Law Commission, for the 
reason that the person we approached to take the Chair was unable to accept. This Commission will 
therefore have to appoint its Chairman and Vice-Chairman when it meets.

For the Health and Social Commission, the Standing Commission propose Dr. Abbas Naficy, Technical 
Vice-President and Secretary-General of the Red Lion and Sun Society of Iran, and Chairman of the 
Consultative Committee of the League Health and Social Commission. As Vice-Chairman, Miss Hickey of 
the American Red Cross is proposed.

Finally, for the Junior Red Cross Commission, Dr. Janouch, President of the Czechoslovak Red Cross, 
is proposed, with Miss Hubby of the Canadian Red Cross as Vice-Chairman.
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As is usual, there will be a Drafting Committee responsible for forming the draft Resolutions proposed. 
We suggest that Mr. Sloper, of the Brazilian Red Cross, be elected as its Chairman ; he has carried out 
this function with great success on other occasions.

W e now come to item 5 of the Agenda.

5. R EPO R TS O F T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O M M IT T E E  O F T H E  H E P  CROSS AND T H E  LEA G U E 

O F  R E D  CROSS SO C IE T IE S O N  T H E  A C T IO N  TAK EN  ON  T H E  R E SO L U T IO N S O F  T H E  

X lX th  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  C O N FE R E N C E  O F  T H E  R E D  CROSS

You have received copies of these reports. They cover matters to be discussed by the Commissions 
rather than by the plenary session. Will those who wish to speak on these reports kindly do so either 
during the Commission meetings or at the next plenary session.

Does nobody wish to speak ? I see nobody requests the floor. It is now 10.30 and as the Com
missions all have a very full Agenda, I propose to close this session to enable you to proceed to the rooms 
available for the Commissions. I would remind you that the General Commission, the International 
Humanitarien Law Commission, the Health and Social Commission are meeting to-day, and the Junior 
Red Cross Commission later.

The Conference Secretary-General will inform you in which rooms these three Commissions are to meet.

SECRETARY-GENERAL (Mr. Haug, Swiss Red Cross) : — I have several communications of a practi
cal nature to make.

The first concerns the seating arrangements for the Delegations in the Commission rooms. This is 
only a temporary arrangement, as it has not been possible to fix definitely the number of Delegations and 
delegates sitting on each Commission, so that the seats allocated to delegates grouped by countries may be 
too few or too many. Delegates are therefore invited to take their places at the table without taking too 
much account of the notices showing the names of the countries, but rather to follow the alphabetical 
order. At the next session these notices will be placed in such a way as to correspond to the actual 
representatives on each Commission.

We must also draw the attention of delegates to the fact that the Commission rooms available are 
not very large, so that we would ask them to use the seats against the wall if necessary. For each seat 
there is a set of ear-phones to enable you to follow the simultaneous interpretation. There is no micro
phone connection from the seats around the wall, so that delegates intending to speak must sit at the table.

Rooms are allocated to the Commissions as follows :
The General Commission will be in room XVI on the fifth floor. The best way to get there is to go 

out of the Assembly Hall by the doors at the back, and to take lifts 13 or 15 to the right or to the left, and 
which stop at the fifth floor just in front of room XVI.

The International Humanitarian Law Commission will sit in room VII on the same floor as the Assem
bly Hall on the side towards Geneva.

The Health and Social Commission — and from Wednesday onwards the Junior Red Cross Commission 
— will meet in room XI, also on the same floor as the Assembly Hall, but on the Lausanne side. Notices 
have been placed wherever necessary.

If any of these rooms should prove to be too small, a change in arrangements will have to be made 
to enable the largest Commission to meet in the Assembly Hall. That will all be decided when you have 
settled in in your Commission rooms and those responsible have been able to size up the situation.

My second communication concerns the Reception this evening, offered by the Genevese authorities. 
Coaches will leave from entrance 15 at 5.15 p.m. for the Parc des Eaux-Vives.

My third communication is a reminder to delegates and guests regularly to empty their letter boxes
in the main hall at least twice a day.

Finally, I have one other communication concerning the trip to Berne and the Bernese Alps next 
Friday and Saturday. Those interested are requested to put their names down by ten o’clock tomorrow
morning at the latest at the Invitations office in the main hall.
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The organisers of this trip, in particular the Swiss Red Cross, will be happy to have as many parti
cipants as possible ; the trip includes not only Berne, the Swiss capital, but some of the most magnificent 
regions of our country.

CHAIRMAN : — I thank the Secretary-General for his communications, which you have undoubtedly 
carefully noted.

I t is im portant that you empty your letter boxes, as he said, at least twice a day. Many draft 
Resolutions submitted by delegations are in them. W ithout the knowledge of these draft Resolutions, you 
will not be able to take part intelligently in the debates during the plenary sessions or the Commissions.

I t is now 10.35. I suggest the Commissions meet at 10.50 in the rooms allotted to them as indicated 
by the Secretary-General.

I thank you for having listened so attentively, and remind you that the next plenary session is for 
Monday morning, 9th September at 10.00 in the morning.

(The m eeting rose at 10.40 a.m.)
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SECOND PLENARY SESSIO N

Monday, 9th September, 1963, at 10 a.m.

The session was opened at 10 a.m. by Mr. Leopold Boissier, Chairman.

CHAIRMAN : — I declare the session of the Council of Delegates open. Before dealing with the 
agenda, I have to inform you that the Conference Bureau has sent a message of condolence to the Swiss 
Federal Council and the government of the Canton of Zurich, with respect to the air disaster which has 
plunged the Swiss people, and in particular those living in Zurich, into mourning.

I shall now give you a few details of how we shall proceed to deal with the agenda. First of all, 
several messages sent by heads of State will be read to us from the rostrum. They will be read by a 
member of the delegation from the relevant country. There will naturally be no discussion on the subject.

After this I shall give you a short communication relating to the Shôken Fund, and then we shall pass 
on directly to the examination of reports from the Commissions and to the vote on resolutions. When 
that is finished, we shall hear a short communication from Mr. van Emden, Director General of the Nether
lands Red Cross and Chairman of the Commission for the Financing of the ICRC.

We shall then go on to the following item of the agenda : « Red Cross, factor for world peace ». 
Princess Amrit Kaur will present the text which has been distributed to you ; it was pu t forward by the dele
gations of Hungary, India, Poland, Czechoslovakia and USSR.

Mr. Freymond, of the ICRC, will present a document entitled « The Red Cross, factor for world peace », 
which has also been distributed.

Finally, H. E. Mr. François-Poncet will report on the activities of the Standing Commission.
It is impossible for me to say when the debates of the Council of Delegates will finish ; I do not know 

whether we shall be able to end our work this exening but, without wishing to shorten the discussions or 
prevent delegates from speaking, I hope that we shall finish tomorrow at midday.

Are there any observations concerning the agenda ? As this is not so we shall listen to the messages 
from heads of State. If any further messages arrive, they will be read this afternoon or tomorrow morning.

6. M ESSAGES SE N T  BY SEVERAL HEAD S O F  STATE

First of all I give the floor to the representative of the German Red Cross in the German Democratic 
Republic to read the message sent to us by Mr. Grotewohl, President of the Council of Ministers of the 
German Democratic Republic.

Dr. LUDW IG (German Red Cross in the German Democratic Republic) : — Mr. Chairman, allow me 
to read to you the message from Mr. Grotewohl, President of the Council of Ministers of the German 
Democratic Republic :

« On behalf of the Council of Ministers of the German Democratic Republic, I wish to send you our 
congratulations and best wishes on the occasion of the Centenary of the founding of the International Red 
Cross.

» The humanitarian ideas of Henry Dunant have spread throughout the entire world thanks to the 
unceasing activity of the International Committee of the Red Cross. This is manifest in the existence of 
over 90 National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies, with at present 157 million 
members working in a humanitarian spirit to safeguard peace. This great force is increasingly concerned 
in solving questions of public health and also works to promote understanding between nations. The peace 
resolution unanimously adopted by the 26th Session of the Board of Governors in Prague complies wich 
the wishes, hopes and humanitarian aspirations of all men anxious for peace in the world.
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» The government of the German Democratic Republic fully supports the work of the German Red 
Cross in the German Democratic Republic, which contributes through the active work of all its members 
and friends to implementing the spirit and the letter of the peace resolution adopted in Prague. The 
government encourages the work of the German Red Cross responding to appeals from the League of 
Red Cross Societies to assist sister Societies in case of natural disaster or other catastrophe. The govern
ment of the German Democratic Republic is pleased with the success of the national and international 
activities of the German Red Cross, which fully corresponds to the aims and interests of our nation.

» I wish the Congress success in the accomplishment of its task for the well-being of humanity, and in 
the common cause of maintaining peace in the world. May the humanitarian idea of its founder be extended 
ever further during the second century of International Red Cross activity, and an ever-increasing number 
of men be imbued with the true Red Cross spirit. Signed Grotewohl, President of the Council of Ministers 
of the German Democratic Republic. »

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — It goes without saying that the Office of the Council of Delegates will send a mes
sage of thanks to the heads of state. I give floor to the Ritter von Lex.

HANS RITTER VON LEX (German Red Cross in the German Federal Republic) : — Mr. Chair
man, ladies and gentlemen, I have the honour to read to you the message addressed by the President of the 
Federal Republic of Germany to the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross.

« On behalf of the Federal Republic of Germany, I express the sincerest congratulations for the 
Centenary of the Red Cross. On this occasion, I recall the great and varied assistance given to the German 
people as well as to other peoples by the International Committee of the Red Cross, the League of Red 
Cross Societies and many National Red Cross Societies. Through its continuous and courageous efforts, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross upholds the ideals of humanity. Especially during both 
world wars and the difficult post-war period was its help without boundaries. I wish the W orld Red 
Cross Movement everlasting development and success and I hope sincerely that it will contribute further 
essentially to the maintenance of peace throughout the world. »

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — General Gruenther will now read us the message from the President of the United 
States, Mr. Kennedy.

GENERAL GRUENTHER (American Red Cross) : — « On the eve of the commemorative day of the 
founding of the Red Cross movement, I express on behalf of the American people our best wishes to the 
celebration of the Centenary Congress. The work which the League of Red Cross Societies and the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross is doing now will help the world our children will inherit. Ameri
cans are proud to be a part of this great work through the American Red Cross, our representatives at
this Congress. Through your devoted efforts the people of the world are assured that humanitarian ideals 
will continue to find expression in action through Red Cross activities in the coming century as they have 
in the past. Signed, John F. Kennedy. » (Applause.)

Mr. Chairman, may I make one brief personal comment ? I regret exceedingly that just four hours 
from now I must leave on an aeroplane to speak in Miami, Florida, tomorrow. I also regret very much 
that this will be my last international Red Cross Conference. I want to say from the standpoint of an 
amateur who came into this field where so many of you have functioned so effectively, that it has been 
the most gratifying period of my life. I want to say that of the various Red Cross conferences I have 
attended, this has been the one where the feeling has been warmest, where there has been no shred of 
controversy. I feel the outlook for our various Red Cross Societies and for the Committee is a very bright 
one. Much of this is due to you, to your dedication and to the devotion of your people at home and for
your many kindnesses and courtesies to our Society, and to me personally ; I extend to you my deepest
gratitude. Although I shall not be at future Red Cross congresses or meetings, you may be certain that 
I shall follow them with very keen interest and with great wishes, warm dedicated wishes, for your success. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman and ladies and gentlemen. (Long applause.)
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CHAIRMAN : — This applause is proof of this Assembly’s wishes for the happiness and health of the 
President of the American Red Cross. (Applause.)

The delegation from Bulgaria will now read us a message which arrived this morning and has there
fore not been distributed.

One member of the Bulgarian delegation is requested to come to the rostrum to read this message.

Mr. GOSPODINOV (Bulgarian Red Cross) : — Message from the President of the Council of Ministers 
of tlie Bulgarian Peoples Republic to the Jubilee Congress of the International Red Cross, Geneva.

« On behalf of the Government of the Bulgarian People’s Republic and myself, I greet the delegates 
to the Jubilee Congress of the International Red Cross on the occasion of the Centenary of the foundation 
of this hum anitarian organisation. I wish the tremendous army of the Red Cross in all parts of the world 
all success in its efforts for the development of international assistance, solidarity and friendship between 
nations. I am sure that the International Red Cross will undertake a great campaign for the maintenance 
of peace and even greater co-operation between nations. Signed Todor Jivkov, President of the Council
of Ministers of the Bulgarian People’s Republic. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I thank Mr. Gospodinov for the message from Mr. Todor Jivkov, President of the 
Council of Ministers of the Bulgarian People’s Republic. I now give the floor to the representative of 
Ethiopia who will read the message from His Majesty the Emperor.

Mr. HAILU DESTA KASSA (Ethiopian Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, I have 
the honour to transmit to you the following message sent to this Congress by my august Sovereign, Haile 
Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia. This is the message.

«The Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah, H ade Selassie the First, Emperor of Ethiopia, to the Inter
national Red Cross Centenary Congress. — On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
the International Red Cross we extend the expression of our admiration and our warm congratulations 
upon the completion of ten decades of service unselfishly devoted to the cause of suffering and the desti
tute, making no distinction between friend and foe ; and our optimistic good wishes that the people of the 
earth may benefit from and enjoy the devotion and selfless administrations of this great organisation for 
many centuries to come. In time of famine and pestilence, flood and earthquake, in time of war when the 
smoke of battle has enshrouded the field, the International Red Cross and its affiliated National Societies 
have ever been at hand. The people of Ethiopia during the grim days when the poison gas and the over
whelming armour of the invaders numbed and drove back the gallant defenders who struggled to protect 
their homeland and to preserve their liberty and independence, found succour and assistance at the hands 
of the Red Cross which we remember with gratitude. We know from our own experience of the brave 
example set by those who have proudly carried the name and the shield of the Red Cross into the remo
test areas of the earth. W e know that because of the Red Cross, suffering has been alleviated and confi
dence and faith in the future restored to millions of men and women. Ethiopia pledges her continued 
support to the noble endeavours of the organisation and reiterates her felicitations upon today’s happy and 
auspicious event. We are sending you herewith a small present in commemoration of the 100th anni
versary of the founding of the International Red Cross. Given under our hand and seal at our Palace in 
Dire-Dawa on the 17th day of August, 1963, in the 33rd year of our Reign, signed, Haile Selassie First, 
Emperor of Ethiopia. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you for reading the message from His Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia. The 
representative of the Indian Red Cross will read us the message from the Head of State of her country.

RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR (Indian Red Cross) : — Mr. President and fellow delegates, I have the 
honour to read the message from the President of the Republic of India :

« I send my greetings to the International Red Cross in this year of its centenary. In the past 
100 years wherever there has been human suffering and whatever the causes, whether man made or 
natural, the International Red Cross has rushed to the relief of the suffering people. In its humanitarian 
mission, the Red Cross takes no account of any politics, race or religion. It provides a fine example of 
international cooperation and fellow-feeling in a world torn by greed, jealousy and misunderstanding. The
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Government of India attach the highest importance to the principles of the International Red Cross and I 
take this occasion to re-affirm our faith in these principles and our determination to carry out the obliga
tions which we have accepted under the Geneva Conventions. Signed, Radhakrishnan. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I thank Princess Amrit Kaur for reading this message, and now give the floor to the 
representative of the Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society to read a message from His Imperial Majesty the 
Emperor of Iran.

Dr. NAFICY (Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society) : — Message from His Imperial Majesty the Shahinshah 
on the occasion of the Centenary of the Foundation of the International Red Cross :

« On the occasion of this commemoration to mark the centenary of the foundation of the International 
Red Cross, I take the opportunity of expressing my esteem and gratitude to this world-wide organisation 
for the services it has rendered to humanity. This year, Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies do honour 
to the oldest welfare organisation in the world. The Red Lion and Sun, one of the most illustrious mem
bers of this huge international family, is taking part in this spiritual commemoration by recalling the sincere 
pioneers whose destiny was linked to this organisation, who made innumerable sacrifices and for whom no 
effort was too great in saving humanity, alleviating suffering and relieving misery. A century ago the 
slaughter and bloodshed at Solferino inspired the idea of creating this international welfare organisation, 
designed to give assistance in peace and war to victims, the sick, the needy and the wounded. Irrespective 
of nationality, race, or religion, men of good-will, courage, and sympathy set to work in great simplicity to 
carry out tasks of high ideal. Today the extension of this organisation is such that it is recognised as the 
largest centre of international assistance and the most significant representative of altruism, good-will and 
human assistance. In  ninety countries, more than one hundred and fifty million men of good-will, eager 
to serve the great human cause, work with the greatest devotion. Linked by a common ideal, with the 
same desire to advance still further along the sacred path they have taken, this purity of thought and 
divine inspiration are the imprint of the pioneers and heros who prepared the organisation for this great, 
altruistic work. The international Red Cross organisation can surely be proud of the progress it has 
achieved and the services it has rendered to humanity ; but it should also look to the future, and the 
moment seems well chosen to make plans for even wider development since, at this very time, we have to 
deplore the fact that half the inhabitants of our world suffer from starvation and malnutrition ; thousands 
of human beings suffer every day from inadequate hygiene, lack of medical care, lack of clothing and all 
the necessities of life. Contemporary civilisation is such that nobody and no nation can ignore the mis
fortune and suffering of others or indifferently watch what happens before their very eyes. The inter
national Red Cross organisation must enlist the co-operation of all persons and all nations to solve these 
problems by making practicable plans for a given period. Today more than ever, men all over the world 
know the value of the international Red Cross and later, by drawing up a definite programme, this insti
tution can use its influence to bring men together in fellowship, and create an atmosphere of international 
understanding by fighting against injustice, poverty and the misfortune of humanity. The experience of a 
hundred years of services rendered by the Red Cross have made it worthy of universal confidence ; men 
of the whole world look with hope towards the Red Cross and are ready to do all in their power to bring 
it substantial assistance and the means to ensure its development. Let us ask God to bring together the 
hearts of all men, that He in His mercy deliver us from injustice and hatred, endow the world with lasting 
peace, and extend His grace to all men of good-will who have espoused the sacred cause of service in all 
sincerity to their neighbours. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Dr. Naficy. I give the floor to the representative of the Irish Red Cross 
who will read a message from the Head of the State of Ireland.

Mrs. TOM BARRY (Irish Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I have the honour to 
present to you the message from the President of Ireland. It is dated August 31st, 1963, and it is addressed to 
Mr. Leopold Boissier, President, International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva. The message reads :

« Congratulations on your centenary and all good wishes for the future. Signed Eamon de Valera, 
President of Ireland. »

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. (Applause.)
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CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mrs. Barry. We have received two messages from Laos, one from His 
Royal Highness the Crown Prince, and the other from His Highness the President of the Council of 
Ministers. If you have no objection, we shall read only one message — that of His Royal Highness the 
Crown Prince.

I give the floor to the representative of the Lao Red Cross. (Conversation betw een the Chairman and 
the Lao R ed Cross delegate.) We can read only one message per country.

Mr. KEOLA (Lao Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I have the honour to read the 
message from His Royal Highness Vong Savong, Crown Prince of the Kingdom of Laos, sent from Luang 
Prabang, on the 16th August, 1963, and addressed to the Chairman of the International Red Cross 
Congress.

« Mr. Chairman, the Lao Red Cross is happy and proud to be present at the Centenary Congress of 
the International Red Cross.

» I t was only a few years ago that the Kingdom of Laos was accepted as member of this centenary 
institution, but as a result of the social and political evolution of countries in South-East Asia, and on 
account of its geographical position, unfortunate events have taken place on its territory. There has been 
fighting with dead and wounded, bringing funeral processions, misery and ruins. The International Red 
Cross came to it, with a spirit of generous human assistance, bringing physical and moral comfort. Our 
country has therefore received great benefit from the work of the International Red Cross. It is not only 
in title that Laos is present at the Congress but, with the lessons it has received, our country wishes to 
participate in the efforts of international mutual assistance, to give its help to other unfortunate nations, 
thus proving that it has a debt of gratitude to pay to humanity. I ardently wish that this chain of devo
tion and solidarity grows all over the world with each day. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I thank the representative of the Lao Red Cross for having read this message. The 
representative of the Polish Red Cross will now read us the message from the President of the State 
Council of the People’s Republic of Poland.

Mrs. DOMANSKA (Polish Red Cross) : — « Mr. Chairman. On the occasion of the Centenary of the 
foundation of the Red Cross, I send my warm congratulations to the ICRC and the entire movement. 
I wish your organisation further success in its noble humanitarian service to man and particularly in its work 
for peace, the maintenance and consolidation of which the Polish people, who suffered so badly from the last 
war, consider the principal task of humanity. Signed Zawatzki, President of the State Council of the 
People’s Republic of Poland. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mrs. Domanska. The representative of the Czechoslovak Red Cross will 
now read us the message from the President of the Council of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic.

Mr. HORAK (Czechoslovak Red Cross) : — Message from the President of the Council of the Czechos
lovak Socialist Republic :

« On the occasion of the formal session of the Council of Delegates of the International Red Cross, 
we send you our sincere greetings on behalf of the government and people of Czechoslovakia. We consider 
the Red Cross an important element in the world humanitarian movement whose activities are based on 
ideals of humanity and solidarity, and contribute to alleviating suffering and human misery. One hundred 
years of experience of the Red Cross movement lead to the conclusion that war is one of the worst scourges 
inflicted on humanity. For this reason the Red Cross can do much to eliminate the threat of war and 
ensure peace. The representatives of the international Red Cross movement are well aware of the sincere 
efforts of the government and especially the people of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, to contribute 
towards the maximum development of human dignity, the application of humanitarian principles to a 
larger extent, to eliminate war and ensure general and complete disarmament. In this respect the Red 
Cross finds in the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic great support, as the participants in the XXVIth session 
of the Board of Governors in Prague, in 1961, were able to observe.

» On the threshold of the second century, we hope the Red Cross movement will continue to develop 
the most noble aspirations of humanity for peace and a healthy life for all nations.

» Signed Viliam Siroky, President of the Council of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. » (Applause.)
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CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Dr. Horak. I give the floor to the representative of the Togolese Red
Cross.

Mr. DOVI (Togolese Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, delegates, I am happy to acquaint you with the 
message sent to the Chairman of the International Red Cross Congress.

« The people and government of Togo join in spirit the work of the conference and send warm wishes 
for the success and continuation of the noble mission you have assumed stop greetings. Signed Nicolas 
Grunitzky, President Republitogo. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mr. Dovi. The representative of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies in the USSR will now read us the message from President Khrushchev.

PROFESSOR MITEREV (Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the USSR — speaks in 
Russian) : — Mr. President, dear friends, I have the honour to read the message from our Prime Minister, 
Nikita Khrushchev, to the International Congress of the Red Cross :

« To the International Congress of the Red Cross, Geneva, on the occasion of the Centenary of the
Red Cross, an international public organisation uniting 170 million members of all continents of the world, 
on behalf of the Soviet Government and in my own name I extend greetings and congratulations to the 
participants of the International Congress of the Red Cross. Accept my sincere wishes for further success 
in the humanitarian services of the Red Cross aimed at alleviating human suffering caused by famine, 
diseases, natural and other disasters. I feel confident that the International Red Cross will multiply its 
efforts in carrying out services for the benefit of peace and saving humanity from the terrors of thermo
nuclear war for the development of co-operation amongst peoples. Nikita Khrushchev, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the USSR. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Professor Miterev. W e shall now hear the message received from
Yugoslavia. I would ask the President of the Yugoslav Red Cross to read it to us. (Dr. Gregorio talks w ith
the Chairman.)

As this message from Marshal Tito was already read out to the Board of Governors, Dr. Gregoric will 
read only the last sentence.

Dr. GREGORIC (Yugoslav Red Cross) : — « My sincere congratulations upon this important anniver
sary and my wish to your organisation for success in its lofty endeavours and especially in your efforts in 
the struggle for peace in which all progressive men and women of the world are now joined. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — The British Red Cross has just received a message from H er Gracious Majesty the 
Queen Mother.

LADY LIM ERICK (British Red Cross) : — Mr. President, fellow delegates, I have the honour to give 
you a message received from Her Majesty Queen Elisabeth the Queen Mother, President of the British Red 
Cross Society :

« I greatly appreciate the message which I have received from the delegates of the British Red Cross 
Society who are attending the Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross in Geneva. I send to 
them and to their fellow delegates who have come together from so many parts of the world my warmest 
good wishes for the success of their deliberations on this historic occasion. Signed : Elisabeth R, Queen 
Mother. » (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Lady Limerick. If we receive any further messages, we shall read them 
at a later session. We are very grateful to the Heads of State who have been kind enough to express their 
trust and understanding of our work. This is significant of the widespread respect for the Red Cross, of 
which we are very proud.

I have the pleasure to inform you that the Empress of Japan has made a donation of 3,600,000 Yen, 
approximately 43,000.— Swiss Francs, to the Empress Shôken Fund which was created in 1912 thanks to a 
donation of 100,000 gold Yen by Her Majesty the Empress of Japan, on the occasion of an International 
Conference of the Red Cross.
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This capital was later raised to 200,000 Yen thanks to another donation on the occasion of the 
XVth International Conference of the Red Cross. As you all know, the purpose of this Fund, which is 
administrated by a Joint Commission of six members — three appointed by the ICRC and three by the 
League, is to encourage relief work in time of peace. Up to the present this Fund amounted to approxi
mately 450,000 Swiss Francs.

We shall now pass on to the examination of reports from the various Commissions.
It is now 10.48 a.m., and I adjourn the session for 7 minutes.
(The session is adjourned.)

CHAIRMAN : — Delegates are requested to return to their seats.
I give the floor to Mr. Haug, Secretary General of the Swiss Red Cross and the Council of Delegates, 

for two communications.

SECRETARY GENERAL (Mr. Haug) : — Mr. Chairman, the first communication is that, at 2.30 p.m., 
before this afternoon’s session, the ICRC will project its film « Red Cross on a white ground » in the cinima 
of the Palais des Nations, for those delegates who have not had the opportunity of seeing it. The Swiss 
scenario-writer, Charles Duvanel, was commissioned for this film and it was produced for the Centenary 
of the ICRC. It will be made available to National Societies in French and other languages.

CHAIRMAN : — In these circumstances, I think the Council of Delegates could resume work at 3 p.m. 
sharp, in this hall. All those who wish to see the film can do so, since it lasts only 20 minutes.

SECRETARY GENERAL (Mr. Haug) : — The second communication is that the Congress Secretariat 
wishes to compile the list of those attending the Council of Delegates. Since this document will serve as 
a basis for the official list, any delegates who have observations to make on the order or spelling of their 
names are requested to send them in to the Information Bureau by Monday evening at the latest.

CHAIRMAN : — I trust the Assembly has taken note of this.
Let us return to our agenda, for discussion of the reports presented by various Commissions : General 

Commission, International Humanitarian Law Commission, Health and Social Commission, Junior Red Cross 
Commission.

I give the floor to Mr. Coursier, rapporteur of the first Commission, who will present the Report of 
the General Commission.

7. R E PO R T  O F  T H E  G EN ER A L COM M ISSION

Mr. COURSIER (Rapporteur of the Commission) : — Mr. Chairman, the General Commission of the 
Council of Delegates held four meetings.

During its first session (morning, Monday, September 2), it proceeded to elect its officers as follows : 
Chairman -  General Martola, Chairman of the Finnish Red Cross ; Vice-Chairmen - Professor Miterev, 
President of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR and Vice-Chairman of the 
League ; Mrs. H. Hutasoit, Vice-Chairman of the Indonesian Red Cross ; Rapporteur -  Mr. Henri Coursier, 
Legal Adviser to the ICRC ; Secretaries — Mr. Maunoir, Head of Department at the ICRC, and Mr. Robert- 
Tissot, Director of the League Relief Bureau.

It then adopted the provisional agenda submitted to it, including the addenda approved by the 
Council of Delegates at its first session, which related to : 1. relief actions ; 2. institution of the Henry 
Dunant Medal.

The study of the questions referred to in the Agenda having been completed, a summary of the debates 
resulting therefrom is given below.
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1. Statement of the Chairman of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross. The

statement was referred to the plenary session for discussion.

2. One hundred years of service to humanity. The R ed Cross on the threshold of its second

century.

a) Reports of National R ed Cross, R ed Crescent and R ed Lion and Sun Societies

These reports were accepted without discussion. On the proposal of the Indian and Pakistan Red
Cross Societies, the Commission took note of them with interest and expressed its deep appreciation to the 
League and the National Societies which had gone to the assistance of Societies in countries hit by disasters.

b) R eport of the International C om m ittee of the R ed Cross

This report (Doc. DG/3/1) was submitted by Mr. Freymond, member of the ICRC. Annexed thereto 
were two other reports of the ICRC (Doc. DC 3/2, D C 3/7). In the course of his statement, Mr. Freymond 
stressed the importance of article 3, which is common to the four Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949, 
and which, since the signature of these Conventions, has been the basis of many ICRC interventions on 
behalf of victims of internal conflicts. Mr. François-Poncet, President of the French Red Cross, laid 
emphasis on the merits of this comprehensive and accurate report and congratulated the ICRC for its 
ever-increasing activities throughout the century, which it had carried out undeterred in spite of the 
numerous occasions on which it had been called upon to give assistance. All speakers shared the same 
views. Following an observation by the delegate of the Red Cross of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, relating to a comment concerning the Korean war (page 22, paragraph 2), the ICRC delegate 
stated that the report was limited to taking note of the facts and that the ICRC had only been able to 
deploy its activities in the southern part of the country. Replying to a comment by the Hungarian dele
gate with winch the delegations of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR and 
the German Red Cross in the German Democratic Republic had also associated themselves, Mr. Freymond 
agreed that the changes of regimes which had taken place in Russia and in Hungary in 1917-18 and 1919 
had not « created » a new type of war, the class or ideological war. W hat the ICRC report, in fact, stated 
was that the change of the regimes in question had enabled it, for the first time, to exercise its hum anita
rian action in a conflict of this nature.

He furthermore underlined the necessity for National Red Cross Societies to endeavour to 
explain in their respective countries the role of the International Committee, to enable the promotion of 
essential friendly relations in the countries concerned. The French delegation having drawn attention to the 
fact that article 3 did not provide for reciprocity, the representative of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of the USSR stated that this question was a particularly delicate one by virtue of the 
fact that the ICRC was unable to impose its intervention and that it remained subject to the agreement 
of the parties to the conflict. The representatives of the Australian, Philippine and Guatemalan Red Cross 
Societies and the Algerian Red Crescent expressed their appreciation for the work accomplished by the 
ICRC with special reference to the assistance given to the victims of internal conflicts. Summing up the 
debate, the chairman stated that the Commission wished to express its gratitude and congratulations to the 
ICRC for its report, the contents of which had been noted.

c) Report of the League of R ed Cross Societies

The report of the League (Doc. DC 3/5) was presented by Mr. Henrik Beer, Secretary General. The 
report is in three parts : the first deals with the historical aspect, the second the progress and develop
ment of the Federation of Red Cross Societies, and the third future prospects. It also refers to various 
documents submitted to other Commissions conected with the activities of the League in the fields of relief 
health and social service, nursing, Junior Red Cross, and the development programme. Mr. Beer laid 
stress on the increasing responsibilities falling upon the League as a result of the particularly rapid evo
lution of modem society and the creation of new Red Cross Societies whose expansion was related to the 
support which sister Societies were able to give them through the Federation. The Indonesian Red Cross 
delegate expressed his satisfaction at the activities carried out by the International Committee and the
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League. He thanked them for the assistance which his Society had received. The Trinidad and Tobago 
Red Cross delegate spoke on behalf of the recently founded National Societies and stressed the great im
portance the latter attached to the Development Programme accepted by the Board of Governors. The 
Czechoslovak Red Cross representative, supported by the Yugoslav Red Cross delegate, submitted and 
commented upon document DC 3/9, relating to the co-ordination of activities of the Red Cross with those 
of international organisations such as WHO, UNICEF and UNESCO. In  effect, according to the principles 
laid down at the time of the founding of the League in 1919, on the proposal of Dr. Roux, collaborator of 
the famous Pasteur from whom he inherited his ideas, it was important to « bring about a vast increase in 
the activities of the Red Cross in times of peace to ensure the prevention of illness and to improve the 
health and general wellbeing of the peoples of all countries ». He requested that a programme be drawn 
up by the League and that the latter should submit the m atter to the next meeting of the Board of 
Governors.

The chairman, summarising the debate, commented that, as for the report of the ICRC, the Com
mission had duly taken note of the League’s report and wished to express its gratitude and congratulations 
to the League. These congratulations were expressed with special reference to the activity which the 
League had deployed in the course of recent years and for the plans it had formulated for the future.

The Venezuelan Red Cross delegate, supported by the delegate of the French Red Cross, and referring 
to a suggestion expressed by Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, voiced the opinion that the Commission should not 
limit itself simply to taking note of these important reports from the National Societies, the ICRC and the 
League. He proposed to present, to the Commission, for submission to and approval by the Council of 
Delegates in the course of a forthcoming session, a resolution expressing gratitude and congratulations to 
the various Red Cross bodies. (This draft resolution is attached to this report).

3. Relief actions

a) Report of the ICRC

Mr. Gallopin, Executive Director of the ICRC, commented on document DC 3/4. After summarising 
the principles which guide all relief actions undertaken by the Red Cross, he underlined the fact that these 
actions were subject to the agreement of governments. Although the intervention of the ICRC was gene
rally well received, the fact should not be overlooked that, in certain instances, the ICRC had been 
unable to take any action whatever. Moreover, it should be noted that certain National Societies hesitated 
to supply any assistance which they feared was likely to compromise their neutrality. It had also been 
noticed that various institutions had gathered together substantial resouces which had been used unilate
rally. Such relief does not benefit the Red Cross so that, in various recent actions, the anticipated results 
had not always been achieved. It must also be remembered that situations which called for the interven
tion of the Committee demanded considerable discretion on the part of the latter ; this prevented it from 
resorting to spectacular but effective methods of information and publicity as used, for example, in the case 
of disasters, and consequently its task was rendered more difficult to fulfil.

The Pakistan delegation stated that not all emergency situations evoked the same degree of interest 
on the part of the public and that as a result it would be desirable that the National Societies should have 
reserve funds at their disposal so that, when the time came, they would be able to assist sister Societies. 
The Indian and Australian delegates raised the question of the use of funds obtained for certain disasters 
and which exceeded the needs of humanitarian relief. The Commission having decided to study further 
those two questions of surplus funds and reserve funds, after the debate on the League report, the Chair
man wound up the discussion on the report of the ICRC after duly taking note of this document and 
expressing the Commission’s congratulations and thanks.

b) Report of the League

The report of the League (Doc. DC 3/6) was presented by Mr. Robert-Tissot. This report refers to 
certain particularly interesting aspects of the evolution which has taken place in recent years in the inter
vention of the Red Cross in the field of relief to the victims of natural disasters. In the same way as the 
interventions of the ICRC (which had taken place mainly as a result of internal conflicts) had become more
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and more numerous these latter years, likewise those of the League resulting from natural disaster had 
become both vaster and more frequent. The result of the appeals launched by the League were, to a 
very great extent, an expression of the emotion caused by the news of the disaster concerned. Public 
information media could effectively contribute to supporting such emotion, thereby supporting the activity 
of the Red Cross. It would be desirable that National Societies and the League should be able to dispose 
of reserve funds which would enable them to act immediately. Finally, Mr. Robert-Tissot stressed how 
important it was that National Societies should be ready to deal with emergency situations. Such prepa
ration should not be limited solely to material aspects, but should also relate to personnel who had to be 
trained not only technically but also in the principles governing all actions of the Red Cross. Referring 
to the appreciation expressed to the League by the Yugoslav Red Cross in connection with the very recent 
disaster at Skopje, the Chilean delegation also expressed its gratitude for the relief provided by the League 
and the sister National Societies to the Chilean Red Cross at the time of the earthquake in 1960. W ith 
regard to the agreement concluded between the ICRC and the League in 1951 for the sharing of duties 
between the two institutions, the Australian delegation asked for further details regarding the exception 
according to which the International Committee could, under certain circumstances, make a direct appeal 
to National Societies. Mr. Gallopin replied that the cases in point related to situations which were becoming 
more and more rare, where the absence of a recognised National Society and member of the League 
required such a direct approach. Such was the case of the Yemen recently. He referred to the permanent 
contact which existed at Geneva between the services concerned of the two institutions and which was 
designed to avoid mistakes and overlapping. The representatives of the League and the ICRC both stated 
most concisely the necessity for Red Cross organisations to ensure that nothing would restrict their freedom 
of action so that the Red Cross principles would always be respected whenever there was a distribution of 
international relief. The representative of the League remarked that, whenever a disaster occurred, press 
reports invariably commented on the co-ordination existing in international relief work. This is indeed 
the vocation of the Red Cross, which has, in the past, years, furnished proof of its ability. Referring to 
this subject, the League representative expressed the wish that a resolution be adopted by the Council of 
Delegates to reaffirm this Red Cross purpose as well as the co-ordinating role of the League with regard 
to the sharing out of relief in the case of natural disasters. Lady Limerick, speaking on behalf of the
British Red Cross, proposed the adoption of a resolution stipulating that, as a general rule, the League
should have no contact with non-Red Cross national organisations with regard to its relief actions, except 
through the National Red Cross Societies and that in the event of exceptions to this rule, the National Red 
Cross Societies should always be kept informed of the contacts which the League maintained with non- 
Red Cross organisations. Professor Miterev, spokesman for the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies of the USSR, stated that he agreed in principle with the ideas expressed by Lady Limerick. W ith 
regard co-ordination at international level, he considered this also necessary provided, however, that this 
did not restrict the activities of National Societies. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur agreed with this comment of
Professor Miterev. W ith regard to co-ordination at national level, existing procedure appeared to her to
be adequate and she did not think this was the right moment to put forward a resolution on the subject. 
Put to the vote, the suggestion of Lady Limerick was, however, accepted. This question was discussed 
again when the next item on the agenda of the Commission was studied. The resolution on this subject 
annexed to the present report was adopted by the Commission.

The Chairman, summarising the debate, remarked that the Commission had taken note with congratu
lations and gratitude of the very interesting report from the League. He added that, in accordance with 
the wishes expressed by Mr. Beer, the Commission would be happy to draw the attention of the Council 
of Delegates to the necessity of urging the public to take note of the importance of the role of the League 
in co-ordinating relief actions both of National Societies as well as other relief organisations, in cases of 
natural disasters.

4. D evelopm ent and nature of relations of the R ed Cross w ith  non-Red Cross organisations.

Referring to the reports which had been submitted to the General Commission (Doc. 4/1 and D C 4/2), 
the representatives of the League and the ICRC drew attention to the friendly collaboration which, without 
affecting in any way the autonomy and independence of the Red Cross, had developed with non-Red
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Cross organisations and in particular with the United Nations and its specialised agencies. The ICRC 
representative showed that the problem of the attitude of the United Nations with regard to the imple
mentation of the Geneva Conventions was raised in connection with the problem of the Congo. The 
implementation of principles deriving from the Conventions was recognised by the Secretary General of the 
United Nations, but the question of accession of the United Nations to these international treaties had not 
yet been solved. The French Red Cross delegate commented on the fact that both reports agreed on the 
necessity for the Red Cross to retain its independence in its relations with third parties. He expressed the 
hope that this principle would be applied in the future to the fullest extent. The delegates of the National 
Societies of Yugoslavia (see report on this subject submitted to the Council of Delegates by the Yugoslav 
Red Cross), Afghanistan, Ireland and Rulgaria then gave details of their collaboration in many fields with 
similar organisations, both national and international. The Indian Red Cross delegate in turn congratulated 
the ICRC and the League for having been able to maintain the Red Cross principles. In addition, she 
stressed how essential it was for National Societies to receive, where possible, subsidies from the United 
Nations. The League representative gave details of the role of the delegate of this institution to the UNO 
in New York. He referred to the numerous expressions of appreciation which the Red Cross had received 
from the United Nations and its specialised agencies. In particular, he quoted the excellent documentation 
published by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees on the occasion of the Red Cross Cen
tenary, entitled : « The Red Cross and the Refugees », which illustrated perfectly the relations between the 
Red Cross and the United Nations concerning the giving of relief to refugees.

5. The Henry Dunant medal.

The Australian Red Cross delegate referred to the documentation which had been distributed (ref. 
IRC 42/77). He explained the reasons why his Society suggested the institution of a medal destined as a 
reward for exceptional services in Red Cross work and the procedure by which this medal should be 
awarded.

Mr. François-Poncet, Chairman of the Standing Commission, stated that the Commission, having been 
informed at the outset of the Australian proposal, had not been able reach unanimity on the question and 
had decided to refer it to the Council of Delegates. On behalf of the French Red Cross, he expressed the 
hope that the Australian proposal would be accepted with appreciation and congratulations. He pointed 
out, however, that in order that these distinctions should not be debased, they should be awarded for 
exceptional services only. On the proposal of the Australian Red Cross, supported by the French Red 
Cross, the institution of a Henry Dunant medal was accepted in principle by the Commission.

The number of medals to be awarded and the procedure for such awards was then debated. The 
Standing Commission, which had been made responsible for awarding the Henry Dunant medal, was ent
rusted with the task of setting out the measures to be taken in this connection. In the name of all the 
delegates taking part in the deliberations of the General Commission, the Pakistan Red Cross delegate 
expressed his thanks to the Chairman of the Commission, General Martola, Chairman of the Finnish Red 
Cross for the outstanding manner in which he directed the debates.

The two draft resolutions submitted by the Commission to the plenary session were are follows :

RESO LU TION  1

T he Council of Delegates,

noting the  need  for close co-operation of the  R ed Cross w ith o ther organisations undertaking sim ilar hum ani
tarian  work,
deem s it advisable in  view  of the  developing activities of the  League and its contacts w ith  a  w ider range of 
organisations to lay  dow n the  correct channels of com m unication betw een  th e  L eague Secretariat and national 
non-R ed Cross organisations,
confirm s the  general rule th a t the  League Secretariat m aintains contact w ith  national non-R ed Cross organisations 
or individuals in any country only trough the  National Society concerned,
adds th a t if in cases of exceptional urgency this ru le cannot be  observed the  N ational Society concerned m ust 
be  k ep t inform ed.
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RESO LU TION 2

The C ouncil o f D elegates,

having w ith  deep  satisfaction taken note of the  reports subm itted  on the  occasion of th e  C entenary  of th e  Red 
Cross,
thanks the  In ternational C om m ittee of the  R ed Cross, th e  L eague and  each N ational Society' for th e  hum anitarian
work w hich they have accom plished since their foundation  and  w hich to the honour of the  R ed Cross m ovem ent
has greatly  expanded in  recen t years.

CHAIRMAN : — I thank Mr. Coursier for having presented this report. I find we have two draft 
resolutions but none on the Henry Dunant medal. May I ask the Rapporteur to explain why the General 
Commission did not prepare a draft resolution concerning the medal ?

Mr. COURSIER (Rapporteur) : — It seemed to the General Commission — and its Chairman will 
correct me if I am in error — that it was only necessary to retain the principle of the opportunity of
creating this medal. Since the awarding of this medal is intended as compensation for truly exceptional
merit, it appeared to us that the m atter should be submitted to the Standing Commission since it is the 
latter which will be charged with awarding the medal. The Standing Commission will select the means 
for its institution and award. This is why the General Commission thought itself incompetent to draft a 
resolution and that the Standing Commission which will award the medal was better placed to take the 
necessary measures.

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mr. Coursier. Nevertheless the members of this assembly should give 
their opinion on the principle of this medal ; those who wish to do so can speak now. I give the floor to 
those who wish to speak either on the report of the General Commission, or on the two draft resolutions 
which have been submitted to you and which can be found on the last two pages of the report. As the 
subjects of these resolutions are very closely related, I am unable to make a distinction. I open the dis
cussion on the report as a whole.

RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR (Indian Red Cross) : — Mr. President, I should only like to draw the 
attention of the rapporteur to page 8 where he has said in the English version that I « ... stressed how 
essential it was for National Societies to receive, where possible, subsidies from the United Nations. » I did 
not say « National Society » ; what I said was that when the United Nations called upon the League of Red 
Cross Societies to take part in international work, it would be a very good thing if the League could get 
some help from the United Nations, not the National Societies. I do not think it would be right for National 
Societies to receive any help direct from the United Nations. Thank you.

JUSTICE B. A. SIDDIKY (Pakistan Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, I shall speak 
on only one item of this report of the General Commission which relates to the establishment of the Henry 
D unant medal. I have given my thought to it, although I participated throughout in the General Commis
sion, where I thought that this establishment of the medal would be a very good thing. However, what 
I feel now — and I feel more convinced — it that the number of them should be restricted. It has been 
very rightly pointed out by you, Mr. Chairman, that the General Commission should have adopted a draft 
resolution to be presented before this Council for the adoption of the establishment of the medal itself. 
If that could not be done by the General Commission, I think, Mr. Chairman, with your permission, that 
this Council is in a position now to take a resolution first as to whether we are going to have a Henry 
Dunant medal or not as offered so graciously by the Australian Red Cross Society. That will be the first 
step. Therefore, Mr. Chairman, if you will permit me and if this Council will accept that resolution, I shall 
on behalf of my society submit that when it is established, although the conditions of awarding this medal 
should be left to the Standing Commission, yet this Council should say what should be the number of medals 
each year to be distributed. The Australian delegate in the General Commission made it very clear that 
the number should be 25, that is, the maximum ; therefore it was left in the hands of the Standing Com
mission to reduce the number in any particular year. I think the Australian delegate said the number 25 
suggested by them was the maximum in each year. I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that this Council
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should decide upon a limited number of the medals and not leave it in the hands of the Standing Com
mission, the reason being that with a medal of this nature, associated with the name of the founder of this 
organisation, it must be so rare for the work of the Red Cross in any part of the world that one who wears 
it will be a person whom the delegates would like to see and for whose passage even the National 
Societies would like to pay the fare and say to the people « Here’s a man who works for humanity and has 
achieved the highest honour of the organisation, the Henry Dunant medal ». I do not say this Council 
should restrict it to one or two, but I would suggest it be restricted to such a limited number that it will 
not lose its value. The conditions may be laid down by the Standing Commission. W ith these words, 
Mr. Chairman, if I am permitted, this report, as presented by the rapporteur of the General Commission, 
should be formally introduced to the Council, which is, I believe, according to parliamentary procedure. 
I propose that this report of the General Commission, subject to the correction proposed by the delegate 
from India, Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, with regard to her statement as recorded in the report, may be approved 
by this Council and subject to limiting the number of Henry Dunant medals.

CHAIRMAN : — I think the intervention of the Pakistan Red Cross could be accepted even though 
no draft resolution is submitted. This assembly can make a recommendation to the Standing Commission 
whose conclusions will be submitted for acceptance to the International Conference of the Red Cross. The 
debate may therefore continue both on the principle of the Henry Dunant medal, and on certain formalities 
such as limiting the number of these medals.

LADY LIM ERICK (British Red Cross) : — Mr. President, as the resolution which I proposed at the 
General Commission — the one to lay down the correct channels of communication between the League 
and non-Red Cross organisations — is really a domestic affair, I should like to suggest that this resolution 
should be referred to the Executive Committee of the League rather than that it should be discussed here.

I should like to move, therefore, Mr. President, that this resolution should be referred to the Executive 
Committee of the League.

CHAIRMAN : — You have heard the motion presented by Lady Limerick to refer the first resolution 
submitted to you to the League’s Executive Committee. The assembly will decide ; I shall read once again 
the text of this resolution. (The Chairman reads the resolution.)

Lady Limerick proposes that this draft be referred to the League’s Executive Committee.
Does the rapporteur wish to give his opinion on this motion ?

Mr. COURSIER (Rapporteur) : — I leave it to the assembly.

CHAIRMAN : — We shall proceed with the vote on the motion put forward by the British Red Cross. 
If you see no objection, the assistant secretaries general will act as scrutineers.

(After the vote by raised hands, the motion is adopted : vote : 45 in favour, 7 against, and 7 abstentions.)

CHAIRMAN : — The proposal by Lady Limerick to refer the first resolution to a governing body of 
the League is adopted.

I now open the discussion on the Henry Dunant medal.

H. E. Mr. FRANÇOIS-PONCET (Chairman of the Standing Commission) : — Ladies and gentlemen, 
I would like to throw some light on this question of instituting a Henry Dunant medal, proposed by the 
Australian Red Cross. It seems to me that there is some confusion in this respect and I fear that I am 
partly to blame. The Australian Red Cross made a request to the Standing Commission regarding the 
institution of this medal. The Commission discussed the m atter but no clear decision, approved by the 
majority, was reached. In other words, the Standing Commission declared itself incompetent. It passed 
on the proposal of the Australian Red Cross to the Council of Delegates which requested the General 
Commission to examine the matter. The General Commission approved the principle of instituting a Henry 
Dunant medal.

55



The decision of the General Commission should obviously be put to the vote in the Council of 
Delegates, and we have doubtless made a mistake by not bringing the m atter before the Council of Dele
gates which could approve or disapprove of its General Commissions decision. To make good this error, 
I think we should now vote on the principle of instituting a Henry Dunant medal by a resolution of which 
the text might be :

RESO LU TION 3

the  C ouncil of D elegates approves in principle the creation of a  H enry D u n an t m edal as a rew ard  for exceptional 
services rendered  to the  R ed Cross on a  national and  international level.
I t  instructs th e  S tanding Com mission to study th e  conditions u n d e r w hich the m edal shall b e  aw arded. T he 
S tanding Com mission will m ake its report to the  next In ternational Red Cross Conference.

Indeed, it is difficult at this point to decide all the conditions for the award of this medal, the costs 
for its manufacture and other special questions which are too numerous to be settled in 24 hours, or even 
in two days. For this reason I think it would be wise, after having voted on the principle as I would like, 
to postpone the working out of all questions raised by the institution of such an award.

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mr. François-Poncet. We shall proceed with two votes ; in the first I 
shall ask you whether you agree to make a decision to day on the institution of this Henry Dunant medal. 
If this is approved by a majority, we shall then proceed to vote on the resolution itself — « creation of a 
Henry Dunant Medal ». These votes will take place at the end of the discussion.

Mrs. TOM BARRY (Irish Red Cross) : — First of all, Mr. President, I should like to thank Mr. Coursier 
for his report. In the opening paragraph, I missed the list of the National Societies represented or in 
attendance at the General Commission. The reports from the other Commissions which were submitted 
by their rapporteurs this morning each carried the record of those in attendance. Now I turn to page 5, 
paragraph 3 : « The Indian and Australian delegates raised the question of the use of funds obtained for 
certain disasters and which exceeded the needs of humanitarian relief. The Commission having decided 
to study further these two questions of surplus funds and reserve funds after the debate on the League 
report... » That was the next item on the agenda. I see no record in the remainder of the report of what 
the Commission did in this examination, and I should like to ask the Secretary of the Commission to give 
us some indication as to what happened on the question raised by the Indian and Australian delegations.

CHAIRMAN : — Mr. Coursier, the rapporteur, will reply to Mrs. Barry’s question at the end of the 
debate.

Mr. NEWMAN-MORRIS (Australian Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, fellow delegates, I hope that when 
we walk out of this room this morning there will be a Henry D unant medal in fact and not only in prin
ciple. I would ask your permission, Sir, before elaborating on this statement, to read to this plenary session 
a part of the letter that my Society addressed to the Standing Commission on this m atter because the 
documents came to the General Commission and I think there may be many delegates who have not heard 
the details of my Society’s proposal. W e propose — and I would underline these words in the very 
beginning — that to commemorate the centenary of the first meeting of the Committee of five, the Red 
Cross should institute an international award for Red Cross service to be known as the Henry Dunant 
medal — to commemorate the centenary, not in two years’ time. We suggested secondly that the medal 
should be awarded by the Standing Commission of the Red Cross because we felt this body was the body 
above all that represented the whole world of Red Cross. We suggested next that this award should be 
for active members, either professional or volunteers, and here I should like to explain, Sir, as I did to the 
General Commission, the difficulty in the use of the word « volunteers ». To many people it means those 
who give their services — to use a colloquialisme, and I do not know how it will be translated — « for 
free », who give their services for nothing. In Australia we feel this word means those who give their 
services freely, whether they be paid or not, because so many of the servants of the Red Cross and the 
servants of humanity, though they may be paid for their work, work far and above the call of duty. We 
suggest it should be given therefore to active members of any of the component bodies of Red Cross, the
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International Committee, the League or the Societies who have made a significant contribution to the 
understanding and promotion of the ideals of Red Cross. My Society offered that the dies should be a gift 
from the Australian Red Cross, the design to be approved by the Standing Commission and executed by 
a craftsman in Australia and the cost of reproduction of the medal shall be borne by my Society. There 
were to be special provisions : firstly, that the distribution of this medal should take place every two years 
and the announcement of the award should be made on International Red Cross Day ; secondly, that the 
two year period should alternate with that in which the Florence Nightingale medal is announced. So that 
there would be no confusion with the award of this medal, my Society suggested that the award should 
alternate with it. W e suggested — and once again I should like to stress the wording — that not more than 
25 medals should be issued at any one distribution. Mr. Justice Siddiky has felt that this plenary meeting 
should perhaps limit the numbers much more severely. We go on to say later that the awarding body may 
award or may withold the award of all or any one of these medals ; there may be no award. We felt that 
in its first award, when there had been 100 years of service to humanity in the name of Red Cross, the 
Standing Commission may feel inclined to award a considerable number ; but we felt that this right should 
be in the hands of those people in the Standing Commission who represent the world of Red Cross. It 
may be awarded only to active members, as I said before, who have made a significant contribution. 
Nominations shall be from the central committees of National Societies, members of the International 
Committee or the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the League to the Standing Commission. Applications 
— this is a m atter of detail — and supporting documents must reach the Chairman of the Standing Com
mission by February 28th in the year in which the award is to be made, so it is not a yearly but a biennial 
award. The members of the Standing Commission shall constitute a selection panel and this selection 
panel shall have complete freedom of choice. I t may refrain from awarding any or all of the medals if the 
qualifications of the applicants submitted do not appear to merit this honour.

Those, Sir, are the conditions which I wish to remind delegates of so that they can make a decision 
on this matter. I would ask that a decision be made not only in priciple but in practice, that we are 
prepared firmly to place action in this m atter in the hands of the Standing Commission today. We should 
go out of this room and say that after a hundred years (and after all, the Red Cross has had a past of one 
hundred years — we have got to see it has a future forever), we have thought of something which will 
recognise service to this great international movement. If we do accept this and we are prepared to give 
this responsibility to the Standing Commission, there are then two responsibilities. The first, if you agree 
to our proposal, is on my Society and it will have the responsibility firstly of submitting designs for the 
medal ; and secondly paying for it. We want no other responsibility. We want it forgotten after this 
that my Society has made this proposal. It is to be a purely international medal and the only responsibility 
of my Society is that we ask you to think about it and we are prepared to finance it. We are even pre
pared to commit our Society in the future for ever to pay for it. Secondly, the Standing Commission will 
have the responsibility — and it is a big one, Sir, and it is the only body that could accept it — to decide 
two things : firstly, the machinery of the award perhaps along the lines that we have suggested — the 
numbers, the sort of citations that are asked for, whether any or all are awarded (they can decide that far 
better than we can or an international conference can) ; and secondly, we should ask them today to 
accept also in the future, as my Society is accepting the financial responsibility, the responsibility of 
deciding who has given service to humanity of a sufficient degree that it shall be rewarded in this way.

I would ask, Mr. Chairman, that there be not too much debate over whether there should be 2 or 25 
or none. This is a matter, I think, for the Standing Commission and not for the hundreds of fellow delegates 
here. Thank you, Sir. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mr. Newman-Morris, for having given us these details on the proposal of 
the Australian Red Cross. Everybody is now sufficiently informed to make a valid decision without pro
longing further this discussion. I re-read the proposal :

« The Council of Delegates approves in principle the creation of a Henry Dunant medal as a reward 
for exceptional services rendered to the Red Cross on a national and international level.

» I t instructs the Standing Commission to study the conditions under which the medal shall be awarded. 
The Standing Commission will make its report to the next International Red Cross Conference. »

I shall now proceed with the two votes. In the first you give your opinion on whether the Council of 
Delegates is able to approve or not the institution of this medal. If this vote is favourable, we shall then
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vote on the proposal of Mr. François-Poncet, i. e. to refer all questions concerning the creation of the Henry 
Dunant medal to the Standing Commission.

Those in favour of a vote by the Council of Delegates to promote the creation of this medal are 
requested to raise hands.

(Vote : 25 in favour, 2 abstentions.)

CHAIRMAN : — We shall now make our decision on the proposal of Mr. François-Poncet. Those in 
favour are requested to raise hands. (The proposal is approved. Vote : 51 in favour, 0 against, w ith  
4 abstentions.)

I suggest that the proposal of the Pakistan Red Cross regarding the number of people to whom the 
medal is awarded be referred to the Standing Commission ; if we discuss this question here, we shall still 
be sitting in two or three days. Furthermore, the next International Conference of the Red Cross will be 
able to decide on the regulations for the award of this medal.

Mr. NEWMAN-MORRIS (Australian Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, I do not wish to debate the ques
tion of number, but I rise on a point of order. I understood that the last motion was that we accepted in 
principle the award of the Henry Dunant medal. That was the only wording put to the gathering and 
the rest of Ambassador François-Poncet’s suggestion was not put to the assembly. I do not feel, Sir, that 
this assembly has yet decided that the whole m atter should be referred to the Standing Commission. 
I would suggest that a vote on the machinery of this should perhaps be left until after lunch and then 
we could have a chance perhaps with the delegates of France to work out a motion that would not result 
in postponing action in this m atter for two years. I would ask you to give a ruling on this, Sir, but when 
you ask the assembly to vote on the last motion it was on a m atter of policy only and not a m atter of 
practice and mathematics and machinery.

CHAIRMAN : — I think there is some misunderstanding. W c took a vote on the complete proposal 
made by Mr. François-Poncet. We voted both on the first part of this proposal and on the second which 
says « It — that is to say, the Council of Delegates — instructs the Standing Commission... which will make 
its report to the next International Red Cross Conference ».

According to this mandate, the Standing Commission will report to the next International Conference 
and is therefore charged with setting out these regulations. It is in view of the Standing Commission’s 
terms of reference that I took into account Mr. Newman-Morris’s suggestions.

Now we have only the second resolution presented by the General Commission as follows : (the Chair
man reads the resolution).

Docs anyone wish to speak ? As this is not so, I would ask the rapporteur, Mr. Coursier, to reply to 
the question raised by Mrs. Barry of the Irish Red Cross.

Mr. COURSIER (Rapporteur) : — Mr. Chairman, I shall reply briefly to Mrs. Barry and recall that the 
question of surplus funds and reserve funds was put before the Commission during examination of the 
report of the International Committee of the Red Cross. However, the Commission did not wish to delay 
on this point, and decided to take up the m atter again during examination of the League’s report. When 
the latter was under consideration, and after Mr. Gallopin had given special explanations on fund collecting 
the Commission realised that the question was more a m atter for the League and a body such as the Board 
of Governors. As was the case when Lady Limerick requested that the resolution she had presented be 
referred to the League’s Executive Committee, the delegates thought the same was true of the other question 
and the Commission thought it useless to present any draft resolutions. This at least is w hat I, as rap
porteur, understood. Perhaps the chairman will correct me if I am mistaken. However, I think this is 
a very simple explanation for the absence of a resolution, although the subject was raised in part of the 
Commission’s discussion.

Mrs. TOM BARRY (Irish Red Cross) : — Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I have listened to the 
explanation given by the Rapporteur of the Commission ; I am quite satisfied with it, but I wish it to be 
recorded. You see, today we had a resolution from Lady Limerick asking that her resolution should be 
referred to the Executive Committee. The decision to do this should be recorded in the report, so as not to 
leave the result of the discussion on Lady Limerick’s resolution up in the air.
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CHAIRMAN : — W e note Mrs. Barry’s declaration which will naturally be recorded in the pro
ceedings. Now, since no one else has asked to speak, we shall pass on to the vote. Those in favour of 
this resolution are requested to raise hands. (The resolution is adopted unanimously.) (Applause.)

I congratulate the League and the ICRC.
W e now have to take a decision on a draft resolution submitted to you under number DP 6/1. This 

is a draft resolution presented by the Finnish Red Cross and which will be commented by General Martola, 
whom I would ask to come to the rostrum.

GENERAL MARTOLA (Finnish Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, this draft reso
lution presented by the Finnish Red Cross was not, strictly speaking initiated by it, for it follows directly 
from a unanimous wish expressed by the General Commission ; this can be found in the report of the 
Commission on page 7, paragraph 4 in English. « The Chairman summarising the debate, remarked that 
the Commission had taken note, with congratulations and gratitude, of the very interesting report from 
the League. He added that, in accordance with the wishes expressed by Mr. Beer, the Commission would 
be happy to draw the attention of the Council of Delegates to the necessity of urging the public to take 
note of the importance of the role of the League in co-ordinating relief actions both of National Societies 
as well as other relief organisations, in cases of natural disasters. »

The true initiator of this idea is the Secretary General, Mr. Beer, who did not want it to be presented 
in the form of a resolution. The General Secretariat of the Commission therefore thought that, to simplify 
work in the plenary session of the Council of Delegates, someone should present a formal draft resolution 
on the subject. I presided the General Commission and it was thought that the Finnish Red Cross could 
put forward this draft resolution. I have therefore replied to a unanimous desire and I hope that the 
Council of Delegates will adopt this draft. If you will allow me to do so, I would read this draft resolution :

R ESO LU TION  4

T h e  Council of Delegates,

notes w ith  satisfaction th e  increasing role of the  N ational Societies in relief actions undertaken  on behalf of 
victim s of natural disasters ;
congratulates the  N ational Societies and the League of Red Cross Societies for their activities in this field ;
reaffirm s th a t it is the  vocation of the  Red Cross to come to the  help  of all who are afflicted by these disasters ;
recalls the  role p layed  by  the  League as a co-ordinating institution of international relief actions ;
invites th e  N ational Societies to m ake this role b e tte r known both to governm ent authorities and the  general
public.

CHAIRMAN : — I thank General Martola and would ask him to remain where he is. I put this draft 
resolution to you for discussion. Does anyone wish to speak ? As this is not so, I put the resolution to the 
vote. (The resolution is adopted. V o te : 57 in favour, 0 against, 1 abstention.)

It is now 12.15 p.m. I suggest we continue until 12.30 that is for another quarter of an hour. Our 
debates will be resumed at 3 p.m.

8. R E PO R T  O F  T H E  IN T ER N A TIO N A L H U M AN ITA RIAN LAW  C O M M ISSIO N

W e shall now deal with the report of the International Humanitarian Law Commission. Would the 
Rapporteur, Mr. Reid, kindly step up to the rostrum and begin reading his report. I regret that he will 
have to present it at two sittings, but I believe that you all agree we should save time.

Mr. REID (British Red Cross, Rapporteur) comes to the rostrum.

CHAIRMAN : — Mr. MacAulay, as a very competent authority on procedures, considers that the con
ference should have adopted the report presented to you in its entirety and that the vote on resolutions is
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insufficient. I accept his authority and would ask you to give your decision on this report. Those who
accept the report of the General Commission as a whole are requested to raise hands.

(The report is adopted  by a strong majority, w ith  one vo te against and one abstention.)
The report is adopted by an obvious majority, with one against and one abstention. I now give the 

floor to Mr. Reid, Rapporteur for the International Humanitarian Law Commission.

Mr. REID (Rapporteur) : — Mr. Chairman, the Commission on International Humanitarian Law first
elected as Chairman Mr. T. W. Sloper (Brazilian Red Cross Society), as Vice Chairman Mr. K. ICeola (Red 
Cross Society of Laos) and as Rapporteur Mr. I. D. M. Reid (British Red Cross Society) ; Mr. Wilhelm 
(ICRC) and Mr. Seevaratnam (League) were appointed Secretaries. The Commission then proceeded to 
consider the items on its agenda. There follows a report on each item and the various resolutions which 
the Council of Delegates is asked to adopt are set out separately as an annex to the report.

1. The implementation and dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

The report of the International Committee was introduced by Mr. Pictet and the subsequent discussion 
and decisions covered three aspects of the problem :

a) Dissemination in general

Information was given on steps that had been taken in a number of countries, notably in Yugoslavia, 
the Federal Republic of Germany, the Lebanon and the Republic of South Africa. Resolution 1 introduced 
by the International Committee was carried unanimously.

I am now going to read the text of Resolution 1 which appears in the annex to this report :

RESO LU TION 1

T he Council of D elegates,

w hereas by  v irtue  of articles 47 to 49 of the  F irst G eneva Convention of A ugust 12, 1949 ; of articles 48 to 50 
of the  Second Convention ; of articles 127 to 129 of th e  T h ird  Convention and  144 to 146 of the Fourth  
C onvention, th e  C ontracting  Parties have undertaken  :

a) to give the  text thereof the  w idest possible dissem ination in  their respective countries, bo th  in tim e of peace 
and  w ar, and  in particu lar to incorporate the  study of the  text in their program m es of m ilitary and, if possible, 
also civil instruction, in o rder th a t these principles m ay be m ade know n to the  population  as a  w hole ;

b) to com m unicate to one another, th rough  the  in term ediary  of the  Swiss Federal Council and, du ring  hostilities, 
through the in term ediary  of the  P rotecting  Powers, the  official translations of these C onventions, as w ell as the 
laws and regulations adop ted  to ensure im plem entation ;

c) to take tire necessary legislative m easures for tire repression of serious infringem ents of these C onventions ;

w hereas the  application  of these articles is the basis of a general and  com plete im plem entation  of these C onven
tions, th e  Council of D elegates, a fte r having earnestly de libera ted  on th e  m atte r in G eneva in Septem ber, 1963,
again calls the  a tten tion  of N ational R ed Cross (Red C rescent and Red L ion and  Sun) Societies, whose G overn
m ents have no t yet discharged their obligations, to th e  hum anitarian  im portance of the question  ;
requests these Societies to approach  their G overnm ents w ith  a view  to the  early and  effective im plem entation
of the  aforesaid articles ;
proposes the  inscription here  and now of this question  on the  agenda of the  next In ternational C onference of th e  R ed 
Cross, to w hich these N ational Societies w ill subm it a report on the  steps taken as regards this p resen t Resolution.

CHAIRMAN : — I suggest that we discuss this first resolution now without waiting for the whole report 
to be read, since the text might be forgotten. I give the floor to those who wish to speak on resolution 1
which Mr. Reid has just read. Does anyone wish to speak ? As this is not so, I shall put it to the vote ;
those in favour of resolution 1 are requested to raise hands.

(The resolution is adopted by 57 votes, O against, 1 abstention.)
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Mr. REID (Rapporteur) : — I am now returning to paragraph 1 b) of the report.

b) The United Nations Emergency Forces

A resolution introduced by the International Committee was the subject of a detailed discussion, and 
a small group of delegates collaborated on redrafting it in order to strengthen its provisions and to empha
sise that the Conventions served to protect personnel of the United Nations Forces, and that at the same 
time they must be observed by these Forces. The resolution in its final form was carried unanimously and 
is annexed as Resolution 2, which reads as follows :

RESO LU TION 2

T he Council of Delegates,

considering th a t the  States w hich are parties to the Geneva Conventions have undertaken  to respect and to ensure
th e  respect of these Conventions ;
considering th a t it is necessary th a t the U nited Nations Em ergency Forces shall observe and be pro tected  by
these G eneva Conventions ;
expresses its appreciation  for the  efforts already m ade by the U nited  Nations to th a t effect and  recom m ends :

1. th a t the  U nited  Nations be  invited to adop t a  solemn declaration accepting th a t the Geneva Conventions 
equally  apply to their Em ergency Forces as they apply to the  forces of States parties to the said C onventions ;

2. th a t the  Governm ents of countries providing contingents to the  U nited Nations should as a m atter of prim e 
im portance give them  before departu re  from  their country of origin adequate  instruction on the  Geneva C on
ventions as well as orders to comply w ith  them  ;

3. th a t the  Authorities responsible for these contingents should agree to take all necessary m easures to prevent 
and  repress any infringem ents of the  said Conventions.

CHAIRMAN : — It is now 12.25 p.m. As you will have found, this draft resolution is highly impor
tant ; I therefore propose to interrupt the session and to resume it at 3 p.m. I shall put forward first thing 
for discussion resolution 2 which the Rapporteur has just read to you.

(The session rose at 12.27 p.m.)
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THIRD PLENARY SESSIO N

Monday, 9th September, 1963, at 3 p.m.

The session is opened at 3 p.m. by Mr. L. Boissier, Chairman.

CHAIRMAN : — Ladies and gentlemen, I declare the session open.
This morning the rapporteur of the International Humanitarian Law Commission drew our attention 

to resolution 2 « Implementation of the Geneva Conventions — Application by the United Nations ». This 
will be found on page 7 of the French text and page 9 of the English version. I open the debate on this 
point. Does anyone wish to speak ? As this is not so, I pu t the resolution to the vote. Those who accept
this resolution 2 are requested to raise their hands.

(Resolution 2 is adopted  by  43 votes, i.e. unanimously.) (Applause.)
I now ask the Rapporteur, Mr. Reid, to give the rest of his report.

Mr. REID (Rapporteur) : — The next section of the report refers to

c) Legislation to repress Violations of the Conventions

The Yugoslav and Czechoslovak Red Cross Societies submitted a joint resolution calling for a report to 
be submitted by the International Committee to the next International Conference of the Red Cross 
showing w hat legislation had been passed in each country to repress breaches of the Conventions. This 
resolution, which is annexed to the report as Resolution 3, was carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION  3

T h e  Council of D elegates,

recom m ends th a t the  In terna tional C om m ittee of th e  R ed Cross collects inform ation on legislation in troduced  in
all countries to repress violations of th e  G eneva Conventions, and  th a t it subm its a  report on the  subject to the
XXth In ternational C onference of the  Red Cross.

CHAIRMAN : — You have heard resolution 3 « Implementation of the Geneva Conventions — Legis
lation concerning the repression of violations ». No one wishes to speak? In this case I put the resolution 
to the vote. Those in favour of the resolution are requested to raise their hands.

(Resolution 3 is adopted by 50 votes, none against, no abstentions.)

Mr. REID (Rapporteur) :

2. Legal Protection of C ivil Populations against the Dangers of Indiscriminate Warfare.

The Report of the International Committee on this subject was introduced by Mr. Gonard, who 
explained that no decisions were required at this stage. The Commission thanked the International Com
mittee for their report, which is now submitted to the Council of Delegates for information.

Following the discussion on this subject, the delegate of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies of the USSR made a statement stressing that, in his view, no rules should be adopted which might 
tend to imply that nuclear warfare was permissible by attempting to humanise it. Reference was made to 
resolutions of previous International Conferences of the Red Cross and of the Board of Governors of the 
League calling for an agreement between Governments to ban the use of weapons of mass destruction.
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3. The Status of Personnel of Civil Defence Services.

Mr. Wilhelm introduced the International Committee’s report on the steps it had taken to secure 
adequate protection for members of the civil defence services. These steps included consultation with 
ten Governments, eight of whom were in favour of the International Committee’s action. This consultation 
still continues. During the debate on this subject, several Societies expressed support for the International 
Comittee but the Netherlands Red Cross contended that the subject was outside the competence of the 
Red Cross and the Norwegian and Pakistan Red Cross Societies foresaw difficulties in defining the 
category of personnel concerned. The League of Red Cross Societies asked that National Societies be 
associated with the consultations and a resolution submitted by the Swiss Red Cross was amended to 
meet these and other views expressed, including those of the Rritish and Australian Red Cross Societies. 
In its final form — Resolution 4 — it was carried with one vote against and two abstentions.

Resolution 4 reads as follows :

R ESO LU TION  4

T he Council of Delegates,

referring  to resolution 4 relative to the  participation  of National Red Cross Societies in Civil Protection, w hich 
w as adopted  by  th e  Council of D elegates assem bled in Prague in  the  autum n of 1961,
having studied  th e  report p resented  by  the  International Com m ittee of the Red Cross to the Council of D elegates 
concerning the Status of Personnel of Civil Protection Services,

a) notes w ith  satisfaction the  in tention of the International Com m ittee of the Red Cross, if it obtains such govern
m enta l support as it deem s necessary, to draw  up, in consultation w ith experts provided by the interested 
G ovem em ents and  N ational R ed Cross Societies, d ra ft international rules defining the  status of personnel, 
equ ipm en t and  installations of civil protection organisations in the  event of arm ed conflict ;

b) expresses the  wish th a t these d ra ft rules, if draw n up, be  subm itted  to tire XXth International C onference of 
th e  R ed Cross ;

c) hopes th e  N ational Societies will support the  efforts of the  In ternational Com m ittee of the R ed Cross and 
d raw  the  a tten tion  of their G overnm ents to this proposal w hich aims a t strengthening appreciably the p ro tec
tion of w ar victims, unceasingly advocated  by  the R ed Cross.

CHAIRMAN : — Mr. Reid has just read to you Resolution 4 « Status of Personnel of Civil Defence 
Services ». No one wishes to speak ? In this case I put the resolution to the vote. Those who approve 
the resolution are requested to raise their hands.

(Resolution 4 is adopted by 53 votes in favour, none against, and 2 abstentions.)

Mr. REID (Rapporteur) :

4. Protection of C ivil M edical and Nursing Personnel.

On presenting the report of the International Committee, Mr. Schoenholzer reminded the Commission 
that the International Committee’s object was to secure more effective care for the civilian victims of 
armed conflicts by ensuring protection for the personnel giving such care. Its proposals took the form 
of a set of draft rules, some of which provided for the adoption of a new indicative emblem — the Staff 
of Aesculapius. In  the discussion which followed, the Netherlands Red Cross did not agree with the 
International Committee, believing that the subject was outside the scope of the Red Cross and that 
the rules proposed might well be ignored by Governments.

Support for the International Committee and for the rules generally was expressed by the Norwegian, 
Australian, South African, Uruguayan and Yugoslav Red Cross Societies. There was general agreement 
that medical and nursing personnel needed better protection. On the other hand, the proposed emblem 
itself was criticised by the Rritish, Canadian and Ceylon Red Cross Societies and doubts were expressed 
whether it could ever be given sufficient publicity. Finally, Resolution 5 submitted by the International 
Committee was carried unanimously. It was agreed that two other proposals introduced by certain 
Latin American Societies be referred to the International Committee for further study.
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R ESO LU TION  5

T he Council o f D elegates,

having taken note o f the  D ra ft Rules for th e  Protection of the W ounded  an d  Sick an d  Civil M edical and  N ursing 
Personnel in tim e of conflict subm itted  by the  In ternational C om m itte of the  R ed Cross,
invites the  In ternational C om m itte of the  R ed Cross to pursue the  study of th e  problem , if possible w ith  the 
help  of G overnm ent experts, and  p resen t a  report to the next In terna tional C onference of th e  R ed Cross.

CHAIRMAN : — This text is submitted to you for discussion. The delegation of the Netherlands 
Red Cross has asked to speak.

GENERAL SCHEPERS (Netherlands Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I wish 
to draw the rapporteur’s attention to page 3 of the French text. My remarks do not concern the 
resolution but that text, where there are only two of the arguments I made, on behalf of the Netherlands 
delegation, against the ICRC’s proposal. The rapporteur has made no mention of our third argument, 
namely that, on battlefields or in zones of military operations, the only emblem of indivual protection 
would be the red cross on a white background, Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN : — Does anyone else wish to speak ? The rapporteur is requested to reply to General 
Schepers, if he so desires.

Mr. REID (Rapporteur) : — I think that when the Commission was discussing this point, 
Mr. Schoenholzer made it very clear that the proposed new emblem, the Staff of Aesculapius, could 
only be an indicative emblem and that, in itself, it would confer no protection. That is why, in the 
report, the words « indicative emblem » are used.

CHAIRMAN : — General Schepers’ observation will be reproduced in extenso in the proceedings of 
this Council, together with the reply given. Therefore, note has been taken of these remarks. Does 
anyone else wish to speak ? If not, we shall pass on to the vote. Those in favour of the Resolution 
« Protection of Civil Medical and Nursing Personnel » are requested to raise their hands.

(Resolution 5 is adopted  by 54 votes in favour, none against and 1 abstention.)

Mr. REID (Rapporteur) :

5. Protection of Victim s of Non-International Conflicts.

Mr. Siordet explained the action which the International Committee had taken in a non-international 
conflict as long ago as 1918, and gave an outline of subsequent events and of the consultations that 
had recently been made with the object of strengthening the protection afforded to victims of such 
conflicts. No decision is required before the next International Conference of the Red Cross. Comments 
were made by the Red Cross Societies of the German Federal Republic, Pakistan and Great Britain, and
the Philippine Red Cross contributed a valuable report prepared by a panel of experts, especially
commissioned by the Society’s Board of Governors.

Resolution 6 introduced by the International Committee was carried unanimously. I t reads as 
follows :

RESO LU TION 6

T he Council of D elegates,

having taken note of the  R eport of the  Commission of E xperts for the study of the  question  of a id  to the  victims 
of in ternal conflicts, w hich sat from  O ctober 25 to 30, 1962,
requests th e  In ternational C om m ittee of the Red Cross to continue its action w ith  a view  to extending the
hum anitarian  aid  of the  Red Cross to the  victim s of non-in ternational conflicts,
recom m ends N ational Societies to support these efforts in  their respective countries in conform ity w ith  the  Red 
Cross Principles.
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CHAIRMAN : — I put this Resolution 6 forward for discussion. Does anyone wish to speak ? As this 
is not so, we shall take a vote on the resolution. Those in favour are requested to raise their hands. 

(Resolution 6 is adopted by 63 votes in favour, none against and no abstentions.)

Mr. REID (Rapporteur) :

6. Draft Regulation on the use of the Em blem  of the Red Cross (Red Crescent and Red Lion 

and Sun) by National Societies.

Mr. Schoenholzer presented the report of the International Committee and a discussion took place 
in wich a number of delegates participated. The following points were made which required amend- 
mends to the text and the amendments themselves have been incorporated in the revised text distributed :

a) The Norwegian Red Cross maintained that the wearing of an armlet in peacetime by Red Cross 
members should not be strictly prohibited and the Commission agreed that such use should be 
discouraged rather than prohibited.

b) The South African Red Cross proposed additions to Articles 1 and 2 in order to permit the use of 
the emblem on buttons, brooches, pocket badges and ties for both active and non-active members.

c) Article 7, which provides for the use of the emblem on those parts of a building which a National 
Society occupies, was abbreviated and made clearer.

d) The British Red Cross found difficulty in reconciling Articles 5 and 15, and the Commission agreed 
that Article 5 be amended so that the phrase « affiliated Societies » which appears in the heading 
should also appear more clearly in the text of the Article. Article 15 refers only to organisations not 
forming part of the Red Cross movement.

e) The South African Red Cross proposed the addition of a new Article after Article 17. This would 
give National Societies the right to use the emblem on consignments of relief supplies sent to areas 
of conflicts or national disasters. The Commission agreed to this addition.

In addition to these proposals requiring amendments to the Draft Regulation, other contributions 
were made by National Societies, notably by the Yugoslav, Philippine, Irish and Guatemalan Red Cross 
Societies, and by the League of Red Cross Societies. The latter had been consulted in advance by the
International Committee and had agreed to the draft submitted. The various amendments already
mentioned have all been unanimously agreed by the Commission and are included in the text distributed 
to the Council of Delegates. After suggestions made by the American and French Red Cross Societies, 
and accepted by the International Committee, Resolution 7, which is annexed, was carried unanimously.

Before I read the text of Resolution 7, I should like to draw the attention of those of you who are 
using the English text to the fact that Article 17 now has only one sub-paragraph in it instead of two. 
The second paragraph has been omitted in error. The second paragraph of Article 17, on the subject of 
the decorative emblem, should have an additional paragraph reading as follows :

« National Societies will, however, ensure that no occasion at any time arises to tarnish the reputation 
of the emblem or to diminish the respect which is its due. »

This omission occurs only in the English text.
Resolution 7 is as follows :

R ESO LU TION  7

T he Council of Delegates,

having taken cognizance of the  D raft Regulation presented  by tire International Com m ittee of the  Red Cross on 
the  Use of the E m blem  of the Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) by N ational Societies, 
accepts this D ra ft as am ended,
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invites th e  In ternational C om m ittee to subm it it to the next In terna tional C onference of the  R ed Cross, fo r final 
approval,
invites the  N ational Societies, as a  trial m easure, to give im m ediate consideration, as fa r as possible, to ensuring 
its full and  proper im plem entation.

CHAIRMAN : — I put resolution 7 forward for discussion. Does anyone wish to speak ?

Mr. KERMIA (President of the Algerian Red Crescent) : — Mr. Chairman, delegates. My remark 
concerns the French text, and more particularly the first paragraph of this resolution. Perhaps I may ask 
one question before adopting this resolution. Taking the principle that all National Societies are fully 
fledged Societies on the same basis, I would like to know whether, in the French text, the parenthesis 
around Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies should be maintained. W e would like to know 
whether we are Societies in brackets of fully fledged Societies. W e are all for the adoption of this text 
bu t suggest eliminating the parentheses which are found too frequently in all resolutions.

CHAIRMAN : — The Rapporteur will indicate his position towards the proposal of the President of 
the Algerian Red Crescent.

Mr. REID (Rapporteur) : — I am quite sure there was no intention, certainly on the part of myself 
or on the part of anybody else, to suggest in any way that the Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun were 
not of entirely equal statuts with the Red Cross. In putting the name of these emblems in brackets, 
I was merely following the front cover of the document submitted by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, Document DP/5/1, which you all have in your possession. Certainly, there was no intention 
to go any further than that.

CHAIRMAN : — As Rapporteur, do you accept the proposal to eliminate the parenthesis, or do you 
wish the text to remain as submitted to the Commission ?

Mr. REID (Rapporteur) : — The brackets will be removed. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Does anyone else wish to speak on resolution 7 ? As this is not so, we shall pu t it 
to the vote.

Those who approve resolution 7, with removal of the brackets around « Red Crescent, Red Lion
and Sun », are requested to raise their hands.

(Resolution 7 is adopted  by  52 votes in favour, none against and 2 abstentions.)

CHAIRMAN : — Mr. Reid, have you any further remarks to make to the meeting ?

Mr. REID  (Rapporteur) : — In conclusion, the Commission wishes to record its thanks to the In ter
national Committee for its most competent work in preparing the long and detailed reports which served 
to a great extent as a basis for the deliberations of the Commission. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I express the Council’s thanks to the Rapporteur for the conscientious and clear
manner in which he presented the report. I shall now put it to the vote. Those in favour of accepting
the report as it stands are requested to raise their hands.

CHAIRMAN : — The report is accepted by acclamation.

Mr. SLOPER (Brazilian Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, I thank the Council of Delegates for having 
accepted all these resolutions proposed by the International Humanitarian Law Commission ; I would 
like especially to draw the attention of delegates to these resolutions which, in certain cases, 
they are asked to implement or which require them to undertake certain steps — particularly the last 
resolution concerning the Red Cross emblem. In this resolution, we request National Societies hence
forth to foresee, as far as possible and for trial purposes, all measures which will ensure its entire and
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correct application. I would express the wish that, at the next International Conference, the reports and 
information on the efficiency with which National Societies have applied the use of the emblem will be 
positive. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN : — In thanking Mr. Sloper, I take this opportunity to congratulate him on the remark
able way in which he presided over the work of the International Humanitarian Law Commission. 
(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — We shall now pass on to the next item on the agenda.

9. R E PO R T  O F  T H E  H E A L T H  AN D  SO CIAL COM M ISSION

This will be presented to us by two Rapporteurs : Dr. Philipson, Vice Chairman of the Swedish Red
Cross, and Mrs. Aida Sultan, delegate of the Lebanese Red Cross.

Dr. PHILIPSON (Rapporteur) : — W ith the permission of the President, I should like to read a
summary, and not the whole of the report of the Health and Social Commission.

Sixty National Societies were represented under the chairmanship of Professor Abbas Naficy, Vice- 
President of the Iranian Red Lion and Sun Society. Miss Margaret Hickey, Vice-President of the 
American Red Cross, was elected Vice Chairman. Dr. Hantchef, Director of the League’s Health and 
Social Service Bureau, introduced the report on « Red Cross and Health Services », which was approved 
by the Commission.

At the request of the Argentine delegate, the assembly observed one minute’s silence in memory of 
Dr. René Sand.

1. First aid.

The Commission then discussed the item « First Aid ». Among the problems discussed were : the 
loan of instructors in first aid and of material needed ; the possibility of publishing a manual serving as 
a basis for first aid instruction ; and the accessibility of first aid to all sections of the population. The 
need of trained first aiders in cases of catastrophe was stressed ; first aid courses should be introduced in 
schools, at universities and in the Armed Forces.

The Haitian Red Cross delegate presented the report of the Red Cross International Meeting of 
First Aiders in Macolin and stressed the importance of that Meeting in the exchange of technical 
viewpoints and in international friendship.

The Argentine Red Cross submitted a draft resolution on first aid. It states :

R ESO LU TION  1

T he Council of Delegates,

considering first aid  as an  essential activity of N ational Societies and the teaching of the subject to the  public 
as an  intrinsic Red Cross activity in prom oting health ,
considering the  role w hich first aid  team s are called upon to play in the  varied aspects of health  education as of 
the  greatest im portance,
draw s th e  a ttention  of recently-founded N ational Societies to the  im portance of extending first aid instruction 
and organising properly  trained  first aid  teams,
emphasises the  responsibility of training instructors and leaders in th a t field,
requests the experienced sister-Societies to afford, through the  League, every possible assistance w ith the object 
of train ing first aid  leaders and increasing the num ber of first aid team s am ong recently-founded N ational Societies.
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CHAIRMAN : — You are invited to discuss resolution 1 « First Aid — Expansion of First Aid among
National Societies ». Is there no one who wishes to speak ? I put this resolution to the vote. Those in
favour are requested to raise their hands.

(Resolution 1 is adopted  by  65 votes, in favour none against, no abstentions.)

Dr. PHILIPSON (Rapporteur) : — The second resolution is as follows :

RESO LU TION 2

T he Council of D elegates,

bearing  in m ind resolution 23 of the XXVth Session of the  B oard of Governors and  resolution 17 of the  XX VIth 
Session of the  Board of Governors,
considering the  w ork undertaken  by  the  Com mission on F irs t A id Practice of the  H ealth  and  Social Service 
Advisory C om m ittee of th e  L eague and the  encouraging results achieved a t the  R ed Cross In terna tional M eeting 
of F irst A iders a t M acolin in 1963,
proposes the  sim plification and  standardisation  of first aid  m ethods and  equipm ent, b o th  on national and  in ter
national levels,
to this end, urges the  L eague to repea t a t regular intervals the  organisation of such in ternational m eetings of 
first aiders w here the  representatives of N ational Societies w ho are qualified  in first a id  train ing  m ay pool their 
experiences,
invites the  N ational Societies to take into consideration th e  results of such m eetings and as fa r as possible keep 
inform ed those m em bers w ho are responsible for first aid,
on the sam e lines requests N ational Societies to prom ote R ed Cross first aid  work by regularly  com m unicating to 
the  League their achievem ents in  this field and to circulate am ong the  m em bers concerned such docum ents w hich 
the  L eague m ight publish on this inform ation.

CHAIRMAN : — You have for discussion resolution 2 « Simplification and Standardisation of Tech
niques ». No one wishes to speak ? I pu t the resolution to the vote. Those who approve are requested 
to raise their hands.

(Resolution 2 is adopted  by 27 votes in favour, none against, no abstentions.)

Dr. PHILIPSON (Rapporteur) : —

2. Accident Prevention and Health Education.

Dr. Hantchef introduced the report on Accident Prevention and Health Education. An number of 
delegates gave reports on their Societies’ work in this field. Among other items, it was suggested that 
information should be given with special attention to the aged and handicapped and the respect which 
should be shown to them by road users. A draft resolution on the m atter was discussed and approved. 
I t states as follows :

RESO LU TION 3

T he Council of Delegates,

in consideration of resolution 23 of the  X IX th In ternational Conference and  resolution 16 of the  X X VIth Session 
of the Board of Governors, on health  education and acciden t prevention,
recalling th e  mission of the R ed Cross in public  health  and aw are  of th e  educational role th e  Red Cross is 
called upon to play, by reason of its prestige and the response it obtains from the  general public, 
em phasizes the  vital p a rt w hich N ational Societies can play  in the  health  education  of the  public, and m ore p a rti
cularly in the  prevention  of accidents, firstly th rough  their various activities and  the  w ork of num erous volunteers, 
and  secondly by  draw ing the  a tten tion  of the  public  authorities, teachers and  doctors to the  problem s of health  
education and  accident prevention,
encourages N ational Societies to continue their activities in this field  in co-operation w ith  the  public  authorities 
and  specialised agencies.
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CHAIRMAN : — I thank the rapporteur. Who wishes to speak on resolution 3 « Health Education 
and Accident Prevention » ? Nobody ? Those in favour of this resolution are requested to raise their 
hands.

(Resolution 3 is adopted by 63 votes in favour, none against and no abstentions.)

Dr. PHILIPSON (Rapporteur) : —

3. Blood transfusion.

The Commission then dealt with an introductory report on blood transfusion. Delegates gave infor
mation on, for example, experience when recruiting blood donors, how superstition had to be overcome 
in this field and how clubs or unions of donors could be of value. The principle of voluntary anonymous 
blood donation was emphasized. The Australian delegate pointed out that although his Government paid 
for 90 per cent, of expenses, the National Society had full independence in the blood transfusion service.

Dr. Hantchef recalled the splendid example that the Netherlands Red Cross had given by donating 
50,000 bottles of dried plasma to forty sister Societies who were in need of it. He announced that a 
manual on « Minimum requirements for the Organisation of a Rlood Transfusion Service » would 
probably be published at the end of the year.

The draft resolution on blood transfusion reads as follows :

R ESO LU TION  4

T he Council of Delegates,

referring  to the  term s of resolution 14 of the XXVth Session of the  Board of Governors and of resolution 19 of 
the  XX V Ith Session of the Board Governors,
reaffirm s th a t the Red Cross is called upon to play a role in the field of blood transfusion, w hich is a particularly
u rg en t problem  and calls for the  education of the public,
invites the  N ational Societies to continue this education of the public  by  actively working for the  recruitm ent of
regular volunteer donors and giving the  civil authorities all possible assistance w ith a view  to prom oting the
popularisation  of blood transfusion in their countries,
thanks the  L eague for the  help  it has given to N ational Societies and for having co-ordinated their efforts on
b ehalf of th e  less experienced sister Societies and  invites the League to continue to foster the  exchange betw een
Societies of experience (for instance, by m eetings and seminars), and technical assistance (sponsorship, delegation 
of experts, donations and loans of equipm ent),
encourages the  L eague to carry on co-operation w ith the large international organisations w hich are concerned with 
blood transfusion (W orld H ealth  Organisation, International Blood Transfusion Society, Council of Europe) w ith 
a  view  to increasing effectively concerted action vis-a-vis civil authorities and the public.

CHAIRMAN : — Does anyone wish to speak on resolution 4 « Rlood Transfusion »?  As this is not
so, the resolution is put to the vote. Those in favour are requested to raise their hands.

(Resolution 4 is adopted by 63 votes in favour, none against and no abstentions.)

Dr. PHILIPSON (Rapporteur) : -

4. Actions of National Societies in the field  of Civil 

Population Protection — Training of Personnel.

A report was read. It only dealt with the work of National Societies in civil defence, since the 
status of civil defence service personnel was on the agenda of the Commission for Humanitarian Law. 
It was pointed out that the Red Cross should in all ways try to assist the civil defence authorities but 
that this should be done without diminishing the independence of the Red Cross.
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Dr. Hantchef presented the second report on the relations between the League and the World 
Health Organisation. It was accepted, with congratulations for the work which had been carried out.

Under the leadership of Miss M argaret Hickey, the delegates gave their attention to item 3 of the 
Agenda : « Red Cross and Social Services ». Miss Esnard, Assistant of the Health and Social Service 
Bureau of the League, presented that part of the general report dealing with principles, training of 
personnel, social work for the chronically ill and handicapped, and general child welfare. Dame Anne 
Bryans, Deputy-Chairman of the British Red Cross, gave the main points in the Report of the Expert 
Committee on Social W elfare of February, 1963, the Report having been drafted by the Chairman of the 
Committee, Sir George Haynes. Dame Anne Bryans indicated that social welfare was an extremely 
varied field and that the National Societies should endeavour to train members for the different tasks. 
During the discussion, the following points were brought to light : that the training of auxiliary personnel 
is of paramount importance ; that professional workers should be imbued with the Red Cross spirit in 
order to safeguard the human approach ; the special mission of the Red Cross ; that the success of Red 
Cross social work depends on co-operation between qualified workers and auxiliary personnel ; that it is 
up to every National Society to establish a list of priorities so as not to undertake activities exceeding 
its technical and financial resources taking into account these limitations ; and that the Red Cross, 
thanks to its moral prestige, often acted as an organ directing people towards other social services.

The delegate of Sierra Leone paid attention to the fact that 80 per cent, of the population of the 
world lived in remote areas. The Indian delegate stated that the dominant features of Red Cross social 
work were the discovery of need, the introduction of action to deal with it and then the handing over 
when the work could be continued on a larger scale.

The League Report was adopted unanimously. It was announced that a third Red Cross Interna
tional Seminar on Recreational Therapy would be held in Great Britain in 1964. The draft resolution in 
this case is Resolution 5 as follows :

R ESO LU TION  5

T he Council of D elegates,

bearing  in  m ind th e  increasing responsibilities assum ed by G overnm ents in  m atters relating  to social w elfare and 
the  role w hich  N ational Societies a re  nevertheless called upon  to continue in  this field,
bearing  in  m ind the  conclusions an d  recom m endations set ou t in th e  R eport o f the  E xpert C om m ittee on Social 
W elfare o f the H ealth  and  Social Service Advisory C om m ittee of the  L eague assem bled in  G eneva in February , 1963, 
in com pliance w ith  resolution 14 of the  XX V Ith Session of the  B oard of Governors,
accepts the  report and  expresses its thanks to the  m em bers of th e  E xpert C om m ittee on Social W elfare  and, in 
particular, its C hairm an,
recom m ends th a t in the  ligh t of these developm ents, the  L eague undertake, a t the  request of N ational Societies, the  
their social activities,
recom m ends th a t in the  ligh t of these developm ents, th e  L eague undertake, a t the  request of N ational Societies, the 
study of those problem s in w hich th e  said Societies are interested,
recom m ends th a t in the  ligh t of m odem  trends of social work, N ational Societies devote special a tten tion  to the 
train ing of auxiliary workers.

CHAIRMAN : — Does anyone wish to speak on resolution 5 « Training of Auxiliary Social 
Workers »?  As this is not so, we shall pass on to the vote. Those in favour are requested to raise their 
hands.

(Resolution 5 is adopted by  64 votes in favour, none against and no abstentions.)

Dr. PHILIPSON (Rapporteur) : — Resolution 6 is as follows :

RESO LU TION 6

T he Council of D elegates,

conscious of the  w ork accom plished by N ational Societies on behalf of d isabled and elderly  persons, 
considering the  in terest disp layed by  N ational Societies during  th e  I ln d  R ed Cross In ternational Sem inar on R ecrea
tional T herapy  (Chianciano, M ay, 1962),
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bearing  in m ind the  discussions w hich took place a t the V llth  Inter-A m erican Red Cross Conference, 
recom m ends that, in accordance w ith  the  policy adopted  by  the Red Cross since its foundation, National Societies 
a ttach  an  ever increasing im portance to social activities on behalf of the  physically and m entally  disabled, of the 
chronically sick, and  elderly persons.

Mrs. Sultan will present the remainder of the Report of the Commission.

CHAIRMAN : — Does anyone wish to speak on Resolution 6 « The Disabled »?  As this is not the 
case, I put the resolution to the vote. Those in favour are requested to raise their hands.

(Resolution 6 is adopted by 64 votes in favour, none against and no abstentions.)
I thank Dr. Philipson for having presented his report and its six resolutions. They were all unani

mously accepted. I congratulate the Commission, its Chairman and its Rapporteur. (Applause.)
I now give the floor to Mrs. Aida Sultan who will report on the other resolutions presented by the 

Commission.

Mrs. SULTAN (Rapporteur) : — The Health and Social Commission spent most of their last session 
discussing point 5 on the agenda :

5. R ed Cross responsibilities today in the field of nursing.

This subject was introduced by a panel discussion.
The purpose of the discussion which lasted about half an hour, was to present to the participants points 

raised at recent Red Cross international nursing meetings and in the reports prepared for the meeting by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies, these meetings being : 
the XVIth Session of the League Nursing Advisory Committee, the IVth international meeting of Red Cross 
Home Nursing Instructors, and the Red Cross International Nursing Study Centre, held at Lausanne last 
August.

Miss Helen McArthur who presided, stressed first the fact that at these three meetings, the participants 
sought together answers to a number of questions of common interest through the use of various methods 
of group work. The panel discussion was a demonstration of one these methods.

Summarising the points raised at these various meetings and in the reports presented, the Commission 
discussed the following :

— Red Cross Principles and the Geneva Conventions and the need to encourage their widest possible 
dissemination, particularly among the various categories of nursing personnel. In this respect, reference 
was made to several publications available through the ICRC and the League.

— Home nursing instruction and the need for National Societies to give it their fullest support.
— Recruitment, enrolment and preparation of various categories of nursing personnel to assist public 

authorities in meeting the increasing need for such personnel.
— Service of nursing personnel, stressing the value for all categories to work as a team under the leader

ship of qualified nurses and in co-operation with the other Red Cross services.
— Health education, recommending that methods of health education should be included in programmes 

of schools of nursing.
— Administration of nursing services, underlining the need for such services to be supervised by the 

National Society and under the guidance of qualified nurses, it being recognised that such a principle 
is applicable both on national and international levels.

— Relations with national and international nursing organisations, noting that common problems when 
discussed with representatives of such organisations were more easily solved.
Representatives from National Societies of many countries (Argentine, Canada, Columbia, Democratic 

Republic of Germany, Great Britain, India, Nigeria, Peru, Spain) took part in the general discussion that 
followed.

Several of them expressed appreciation of the way in which this item on the agenda was presented 
and of the fact that such a panel discussion provided an opportunity for a different approach to the pro
blems raised.

Other comments made by the delegates referred mainly to the following :
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— the various Red Cross services in which nursing personnel can and should take part, such as blood 
transfusion, disaster relief, teaching in schools of nursing and in home nursing and nurses’ aides 
programmes ;

— the value of more frequent Red Cross study centres on a regional basis ;
— the need for National Red Cross Societies to use their influence to encourage the passing of laws

relating to the nursing profession ;
— the need to re-emphasise previously made recommendations on the value of placing schools of nursing 

and other Red Cross nursing services under the leadership of qualified nurses ;
— the value of close relationship between Red Cross Nursing Services and Junior Red Cross ;
— the need for National Red Cross Societies to adapt to changing circumstances and meet new needs ;
— the value of pilot projects being undertaken by the Red Cross in the nursing field ;
— the importance of home nursing instruction as part of an overall health education programme and as 

a means of recruiting new Red Cross members and of starting other programmes ;
— the importance of developing mutual assistance projects among National Societies such as study visits 

and scholarships as a means of furthering both nursing and the Red Cross ideal.
The last part of the Commission’s work was devoted to consideration of nine draft resolutions on first

aid, health education and accident prevention, blood transfusion, social work and nursing. After a brief 
discussion these draft resolutions, which are given in an annex to this report, were unanimously accepted 
for submission to the Plenary Session of the Council of Delegates.

The Chairman concluded the Commission’s session by expressing the meeting’s appreciation to the 
various people who had contributed to its work ; he congratulated the League on its work and hoped that 
the results achieved would serve as an encouragement to it in its task of developing and maintaining the 
activities of National Societies in the health and social fields.

The proposed resolutions are as follows :

RESOLUTION  7

T h e  Council of D elegates,

having taken note of the  reports p resen ted  by  the  In ternational C om m ittee o f the  R ed Cross and  the  L eague of 
R ed Cross Societies on R ed Cross responsibilities in the  field of nursing,
shares the  concern expressed by the  authors of these reports regard ing  th e  serious lack of nursing personnel of all 
categories in alm ost every country of th e  world,
em phasizes the  fact th a t N ational R ed Cross Societies have a responsibility in con tribu ting  to th e  full m easure 
of their possibilities, directly  or indirectly , to the  recru itm en t and  prepara tion  of such personnel in o rder that 
optim um  assistance in the  field  of health  be ensured to the  people of their countries, nam ely in cases o f disaster 
or conflict,
expresses the  w ish th a t N ational Societies assum e fully such responsibility, in close co-operation w ith  the  Public 
A uthorities and th e  civilian and  m ilitary M edical Services as w ell as w ith  the  various national and  international 
organisations of the  m edical and health  professions,
invites to this end N ational R ed Cross Societies to  p u t in p ractice  as w idely as possible and  w ithou t delay the 
m easures recom m ended in the  above nam ed reports.

CHAIRMAN : — The text of resolution 7 « Nursing » is now put forward for discussion. No one 
wishes to speak ? In that case the resolution is put to the vote. Those who approve are requested to raise 
their hands.

(Resolution  7 is adopted  unanimously by  64 votes.)
Please, Madam, continue your report.

Mrs. SULTAN (Rapporteur, Lebanese Red Cross) :

6. R ed Cross International Nursing Study Centres.

RESO LU TION 8

T he Council of D elegates,
recom m ends th a t N ational Societies give full support to the  desire expressed a t the  R ed Cross In ternational 
N ursing Study C entre, th a t m ore such Study C entres be  held  in  the  fu tu re  and , w hen possible, on a  regional 
basis in order th a t m ore R ed Cross nurses m ight participate.
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CHAIRMAN : -  Does anyone wish to speak on this resolution ?
As it concerns a generally expressed desire, I think the text should be warmly acclaimed. If you agree, 

I would like to hear your applause. (Applause.)
Resolution 8 « Red Cross International Nursing Study Centres » was adopted by acclamation.)

Mrs. SULTAN (Rapporteur) :

7. R ed Cross and Nursing throughout the world.

RESO LU TION  9

T he Council of Delegates,

w hereas it was noted  th a t the  Nursing Advisory Com m ittee of the League of Red Cross Societies received the 
booklet » R ed Cross Nursing Around the W orld » w ith great approval and suggested th a t w ide d istribution of 
this publication  be m ade,
therefore recom m ends th a t m em ber Societies of the  League of Red Cross Societies take all necessary m easures to 
ensure such distribution.

CHAIRMAN : — Does anyone wish to speak ? This is also a recommendation made in very general 
terms. I think you might express your approval by applauding. (Applause.)

This resolution is also approved by acclamation.
I am grateful to you for presenting this report and also for having adopted its resolutions unanimously. 
The only point left now is the approval of the report as a whole. Those who accept it are requested 

to raise their hands.
(The report of the Health and Social Commission is adopted. V o te: in favour, 63; against, n il; 

abstentions, nil.)

CHAIRMAN : — I suggest we now pass on immediately to the examination of

10. R E PO R T  O F T H E  JU N IO R  R ED  CROSS COM M ISSION

I give the floor to the Rapporteur, Mr. Wendeborn, National Director of the Canadian Junior Red 
Cross.

Mr. WENDEBORN (Rapporteur, Canadian Red Cross) : — With your permission, Mr. President, I, too, 
would like to read a summary of our Report. The Junior Red Cross Commission of the Council of Dele
gates met on 4th and 5th September. Fifty-nine National Societies were represented at this session, which 
was held under the presidency of Dr. Janouch, President of the Czechoslovak Red Cross and Vice Chair
man of the League Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee. Miss Ruby Quartey-Papafio, Vice-President 
of the Ghana Red Cross, was elected to the chair of Vice-President for the Commission. Mr. Wendeborn, 
National Director of the Canadian Junior Red Cross, assumed the role of Rapporteur. Mr. Charles-André 
Schusselé, of the League, and Mr. Jean-Georges Lossier, of the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
were elected Secretaries for the Commission.

The primary purpose of the Junior Red Cross Commission was to study the report and recommenda
tions of the W orld Conference of Educators, held in Lausanne, August 19th-23rd, with reference to the 
five items of the Commission agenda. The report of the Educators Conference and its recommendations 
had been presented to the League Board of Governors by Dr. Goetz Fehr, Chairman of the League Junior 
Red Cross Advisory Committee, but since sufficient time had not been available for discussion of this report, 
it was decided to refer it to the Junior Red Cross Commission of the Council of Delegates for consideration.
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At the opening of our session, Mr. Dick van Kleef, National Director of the Netherlands Junior Bed 
Cross, presented a review of the W orld Conference of Educators to the Junior Red Cross Commission. 
The Commission then proceeded to discuss these matters in more detail and to give further thought to the 
recommendations of the World Conference as they affected the Junior Red Cross.

Dr. Stephan Moosai-Maharaj, Secretary General of the Trinidad and Tobago Red Cross, introduced the 
subject « The Responsibility of the Red Cross for Educating Youth in Humanitarian Ideals » and stressed 
that the application of the principles of the Red Cross might well be an answer to the future national and 
international problems of the world. Various methods were discussed by means of which these ideals could 
be put into practice.

Several Societies described the activities of their Junior sections in the field of hum anitarian education. 
All agreed that this is one of the most important tasks of the Red Cross bu t it was stressed that the educa
tion of youth in humanitarian principles is not a subject in itself but goes hand in hand with training in 
health, service and international understanding. The Junior Red Cross programme must be in total a 
practising and living experience in humanitarianism and guidance if young people are to arrive at adulthood 
with these Red Cross ideals.

Mrs. Marthe Boiché-Damé, Secretary General of the Cameroon Red Cross, introduced the subject «The 
Protection of Health and Life» and made reference to an address by Dr. Etienne Berthet, Director General 
of the International Children’s Centre, who spoke at the Lausanne Conference. I t was pointed out that the 
Red Cross has a great responsibility in the field of health education, and especially among the young, as 
good health is needed for the sound development of the individual personality and of the community as a 
whole. Health is also the basis of economic and social development. Since much of the work of Junior 
Red Cross in health education must be carried out through the teacher, there is a great need for teacher 
training and for closer co-operation with educators in the planning of programmes in health education.

The need to do more in the field of mental health was raised by delegates from many Societies. The 
needs of developing Societies were raised by a num ber of those present and assistance from developed 
Societies was requested to help fill those needs, not only for information, but also for technical assistance, 
including the sending of young persons to developing countries. I t  was felt that actual experience in helping 
others is needed to give reality to Red Cross principles.

Mrs. Hashimoto, National Director of the Japanese Junior Red Cross, introduced the subject of « The 
Education of Youth for Voluntary Service ». She summarised the address of Mr. Pierre François, of 
UNESCO, who spoke to the W orld Conference of Educators. One primary conclusion which was reached 
in the discussion was that youth today is ready and willing to serve others. However, for this it needs 
specialized training for service. Also, while youth is interested in and desirous of working for others, it 
demands service opportunities which are practical and in which it has some responsibility for choice and 
action.

Youth today is not attracted to ideals as such, no m atter how beautifully these may be stated. Again, 
it was stressed that service opportunities to youth should be exended to the international level, for here as 
much good can be gained by the donor Society as by the receiving Society, especially when service is given 
and received on a self-help basis.

Dr. Nikola Potkonjak, National Director of the Yugoslav Junior Red Cross, discussed the m atter of 
developing closer and more positive co-operation between the teaching body and the Junior Red Cross. 
He emphasized that the Junior Red Cross is educational in nature and is to be considered a supplement to 
formal education.

Much discussion followed on whether or not the Junior Red Cross should be integrated into the school 
curriculum. Many felt that this could weaken the independence of the Red Cross and also restrict its 
voluntary character as an organisation. It was pointed out that in emphasizing the in-school aspect of 
Junior Red Cross, there was a danger that many out-of-school youths would be deprived of the opportunity 
for training and service which are equally necessary for them.

Discussion of the Agenda having been completed, the Commission proceeded to discuss the recom
mendations from the W orld Conference of Educators, the final texts of which were all unanimously 
approved. Four other resolutions were submitted, one by the Japanese delegate asking the League to 
approach the International Bureau of Education and UNESCO with a view to having the Junior Red Cross 
included as an item of discussion on the agenda of the International Conference of Public Instruction. This 
was withdrawn as this approach has already been made in the past by the League and they will continue
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to press for this. Of the remaining three resolutions, 1 and 2 were adopted unanimously. 3, submitted by 
the Rumanian delegation, received three affirmative votes, none in opposition, with nineteen abstentions.

The Commission was closed by the President, who thanked the delegates for their interest and contri
butions and congratulated the League for its work in organising the World Conference of Educators and 
the Junior Red Cross Commission.

Prior to discussing and voting on the resolutions, there are two notes to which I should like to draw 
your attention. The first is a note from the Drafting Committee, which states that having examined the 
resolutions presented by the Junior Red Cross Commission of the Council of Delegates, the Drafting Com
mittee does not consider it necessary to examine the recommendations of the World Conference of 
Educators, which are annexed to Resolution 1 of the Junior Red Cross Commission. This means, in effect, 
that we will not be voting on the recommendations of the Lausanne World Conference of Educators as 
these have all been approved by the Youth Commission and are annexed to Resolution 1.

The second note is that although the Drafting Committee has left unchanged the words «education for 
peace» in Resolution 2, it has done so despite the fact that it is not clear of the meaning of these words.

The Drafting Committee finally states that being uncertain as to the exact meaning of certain sections 
of Resolution 3, it considers it wiser to abstain from any attempt at improvement.

CHAIRMAN : — I thank the Rapporteur. Would you now be so kind as to read resolution 1, without 
the annexes ?

Mr. W ENDEBORN (Rapporteur) :

RESO LU TION  1

T h e  C ouncil o f Delegates,

having taken cognizance, w ith  interest, of the  seven recom m endations adopted  by the  W orld C onference of E d u 
cators (Lausanne, A ugust 19-23, 1963), as well as the  recom m endation adopted  by the  M eeting of N ational C hair
m en  and  D irectors of the  Junior R ed Cross (Lausanne, August 24, 1963), 
approves these recom m endations,
and  requests the  L eague of R ed Cross Societies, the International Com m ittee of the  Red Cross and  National 
Societies to im plem ent those recom m endations w hich concern them .

CHAIRMAN : — You have heard resolution 1 which is followed by a number of recommendations, 
which are not put forward for discussion or vote. Does anyone wish to speak ?

RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR (Indian Red Cross) : -  Mr. President, I rise only for clarification. Have 
the recommendations of the World Conference of Educators all been accepted, or have these been accepted 
as amended ? I should like to know, because the recommendations as they appear here seem to me to have 
been somewhat changed.

CHAIRMAN : — W ould the Rapporteur be kind enough to reply to the question from the Indian 
delegation ?

Mr. WENDEBORN (Rapporteur) : -  You are quite correct. They have been accepted as amended.

RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR (Indian Red Cross) : -  Should we not have approved these recommen
dations as amended ?

Mr. W ENDEBORN (Rapporteur) : -  Quite. I should like to point out, however, that when we say 
« as amended », we at no time made any change in principle. It was largely a m atter of wording.

CHAIRMAN : — W ith these explanations, I put the resolution to the vote. Those who approve are 
requested to raise their hands.
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(The resolution is adopted  by  62 votes, 0 against, no abstentions.)
W ould the Rapporteur please read out resolution 2.
Does the delegation from the Republic of South Africa wish to speak ?

Mr. LAUBSCHER (South African Red Cross) : — No. I wish to make a correction in the text of the 
report. If read as it is, it would have a very strange influence outside this Council Chamber. On page 4, 
the fourth paragraph states :

« It was noted by the South African delegate that the Geneva Conventions will be part of a syllabus 
on social sciences for all high school students in South Africa next year, and that instruction in the Conven
tions is also given in the training school for civil servants in the Transvaal. »

I should like to correct that and explain that it is given in the training school for African civil servants 
in the state of Transkei, which is self-governing and autonomous and not in Transvaal.

CHAIRMAN : — This is a m atter of rectifying the text to make it more precise.
I think it can be accepted without further discussion if the rapporteur agrees.

Mr. W ENDEBORN (Rapporteur) : — I apologise to the delegate from South Africa. My shorthand is 
not very good and one attempts to take things down hurriedly. I am sorry.

Miss STUDHOLM E (New Zealand Red Cross) : — In fairness to the Departm ent of Education in New
Zealand, I feel that a correction must be made in the report. It states in page 8 that a booklet is being
produced on the Junior Red Cross. That is not correct. It is being produced on the Red Cross, to be used 
in the educational system throughout New Zealand in certain groups of schools. There will be articles on 
prisoners of war, the Geneva Conventions, and other aspects of the Red Cross.

CHAIRMAN : — I give the floor to the Rapporteur.

Mr. W ENDEBORN (Rapporteur) : — This obviously shows where my heart lies. It is always Junior 
Red Cross ! I am sorry, Miss Studholme ; I missed that.

CHAIRMAN : — I think we can pass on to resolution 2.

Mr. W ENDEBORN (Rapporteur) :

RESO LU TION 2

T he Council of Delegates,

thanks the  W orld C onference of E ducators held  a t L ausanne from  A ugust 19-23 w hich exam ined tire Junior Red 
Cross program m e w ith  a view  to relating  it to the  needs of youth  and  w hich testified to the  usefulness and  great 
educational value of tire Junior R ed Cross, draw s the  a tten tion  of school authorities and educators to the con tri
bution of the  Junior R ed Cross to

1. E ducation  of you th  in hum anitarian  ideals ;

2. H ealth  education  through its varied  program m es and train ing possibilities ;

3. Prom otion of voluntary service am ong youth, thus developing social conscience nationally  and  internationally  ;

4. Practical program m es for international understanding, m utual assistance and the  prom otion of peace, 
appeals to all educational authorities to give every possible support to the  w ork of educators serving the  cause 
of the  R ed Cross.

CHAIRMAN : — Professor Castro-Freire, President of the Portuguese Red Cross, has asked to speak.

Mr. CASTRO-FREIRE (Portuguese Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I would just
like to draw attention to the importance, in the fields of food, health and mental hygiene among children,
of the prophylaxis carried out in this respect by the Junior Red Cross. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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CHAIRMAN : — Does anyone else wish to speak ? This is simply another correction of the text. I ask 
the Rapporteur if he accepts the modification proposed by the Portuguese Red Cross delegate.

Mr. W ENDEBORN (Rapporteur) : — Yes, I accept the correction as stated by the delegate.

CHAIRMAN : — The Rapporteur accepts the correction as proposed by the Portuguese Red Cross 
delegate. We shall now put resolution 2 to the vote. Those who accept it are requested to raise their 
hands.

(Resolution 2 is adopted unanimously by 62 votes.)
W ould the Rapporteur please continue ?

Mr. W ENDEBORN (Rapporteur) :

RESO LU TION 3

T he Council of Delegates,

having taken cognizance of the conclusions contained in the R eport presented to the Junior Red Cross Commission
on th e  subject of the im portant problem  of the « responsibility of the Red Cross in the  education of youth  in the
hum anitarian  field »,

1. confirm s th a t the  prom otion am ongst youth of ideals of peace, m utual respect and understanding betw een 
nations is one of the obvious duties of the Red Cross,

2. gives their support to  resolution 1572, adopted  by the  XVth Session of the U nited Nations G eneral Assembly, 
w hich recom m ends to non-governm ental organisations « to undertake and prom ote effective m easures w ith  the 
object of encouraging am ongst youth the ideals of peace, m utual respect and understanding betw een nations », 
and w hich invites the  said organisations to « encourage by all means, among youth of various countries, free 
and  un restric ted  exchanges of ideas and  opinions in order to prom ote the ideals of peace, m utual respect and 
understand ing  betw een peoples »,

3. notes w ith  satisfaction th a t the  prom otion among youth of the ideals of peace, m utual respect and understand
ing betw een  nations was once again the subject of debate  a t the X V IIIth  Session of the U nited Nations 
G eneral Assembly,

4. underlines the  close connection betw een the concern w hich caused this im portant problem  to be p laced on 
the  A genda of the General Assembly and the purpose of the Red Cross in the  ranks of youth, w hich connec
tion characterises the  activities of the  Red Cross in o ther fields also,

5. expresses as its conviction th a t the discussion of this problem  a t the X V IIIth  Session of the  U nited Nations 
G eneral Assembly will influence the  adoption by Governm ents of new  principles w hich will encourage the 
prom otion am ongst youth  of the ideals of peace, m utual respect and understanding betw een nations,

6. recom m ends th a t N ational Societies continue to take practical m easures w hich will result in an effective contri
bu tion  to the  dissem ination of these ideals among youth everywhere.

CHAIRMAN : — You have heard Resolution 3. Does anyone wish to speak ?

Mr. STUBBINGS (Australian Red Cross) : -  Our delegation would like to mention that although we 
may agree on the principles contained in the resolution, we feel that it is not our function here to pass 
resolutions that contain within their context extracts from resolutions from other bodies, such as is mentioned 
in the resolution, for the reason that we do not have the full text of the quotation which has been men
tioned. W e feel that it is indeed dangerous and inappropriate to accept and include something that is 
given only in part.

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mr. Stubbings. The discussion continues and I give the floor to 
Mr. Audeoud, President of the Genevese Section of the Swiss Red Cross, to whom we owe much for the 
organisation of these various events. (Applause.)

Mr. AUDEOUD (Swiss Red Cross) : -  Mr. Chairmann, ladies and gentlemen. W ith reference to the 
statement of the Drafting Committee both as regards the text itself of resolution 3 and the vote, I would 
recall that there were 3 votes in favour and 19 abstentions.
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W hilst I am fully aware of the good intentions of its author, I would draw his attention — as did the 
Australian Red Cross delegate — to the anomalies which could arise in a Red Cross meeting when referring 
to decisions taken by the United Nations Organisation, on the basis of a text which we do not have before 
us. Moreover, I would respectfully point out to the author of this draft resolution that, in fact, paragraph 1 
simply confirms a decision or rather a principle of the Junior Red Cross.

Paragraphs 2, 3 and 5 refer expressly to decisions of the United Nations Organisation, with respect to 
which we have probably no influence, and paragraph 6 is indeed pu t in such a way that it would be very 
difficult for National Societies to give it any application.

This then leads us to ask the author of the proposed resolution whether it would not be advisable to 
re-draft the resolution, all or in part, so that we may approve the only part which seems to be acceptable, 
that is point 4. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN : — The delegation of the Rumanian Red Cross has the floor.

Mr. PATRASCU (Rumanian Red Cross, speaks in Rumanian) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen. 
As regards this item of the agenda, Red Cross activity in the field of youth, the delegation of the Rumanian 
Red Cross had the honour of proposing to the members of the Junior Red Cross Commission, that the latter 
suggest to the Council of Delegates to adopt a resolution stating the conviction of this large international 
Red Cross assembly that the discussion, which will take place during the 18th General Assembly of the 
United Nations Organisation, on problems of diffusing ideals of peace among young people, will lead to 
the adoption by governments of new principles of action in favour of the promotion of youth, ideals of 
peace, mutual respect and understanding between peoples.

This proposal has just been submitted to the Council of Delegates, at a plenary session. I would 
indicate the reason why the Rumanian Red Cross pu t the proposal forward.

I think we should point out that the Rumanian Red Cross has in mind particularly the official adoption 
by governments of principles similar to those which were the topic of debates at the Junior Red Cross 
Commission. These principles would facilitate and extend in a large measure the work of the Red Cross in 
this direction.

It is known that the Red Cross, whilst retaining its independent, neutral and voluntary character, can 
act efficiently in so far as the sovereign governments arrive at a reciprocal agreement on the actual prin
ciples on which the Red Cross must act.

If we look at the message from Mr. Thant, Secretary General of the United Nations, to the Centenary 
Congress, we read that the United Nations and the Red Cross, whilst their activities differ, work for peace.

It therefore appears that, if we thus approach the problem at hand, it is — in our opinion — perfectly 
clear that the Council of Delegates should adopt this draft resolution 3 presented by the Junior Red Cross 
Commission.

The honourable delegate of the Australian Red Cross raised a formal objection, i.e. that the Council of 
Delegates should not express itself on a text containing part of a resolution of another organisation, of a 
different nature.

W ithout a doubt, neither the Rumanian Red Cross nor any National Red Cross Society belonging to 
the International Red Cross and the Red Cross in general, can give an opinion on or support to a document 
belonging to another document, a principle referring to another principle, quite apart from the fact that it 
comes from the United Nations Organisation. I t is a question of fundamental principles, of peace, which 
we are considering in this debate. We spoke of the Moscow treaty on the prohibition...

CHAIRMAN (interrupts speaker) : — I would ask you to avoid all political matters.

Mr. PATRASCU (Rumanian Red Cross) : — It is not a m atter of politics since I am speaking about a 
question of procedure. I am quoting a document, I am referring to resolution 3. If the Council of Dele
gates does not wish to proceed in the manner stated in Resolution 3, I think we should forego sending it.

In resolution 3, you say « notes with satisfaction that the promotion among youth of the ideals of 
peace, mutual respect and understanding between nations was once again the subject of debate at the 
18th Session of the United Nations General Assembly ».

You talk about resolution 1572 adopted by the 15th Session of the United Nations General Assembly.
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Therefore, I wonder whether we should not simply say : The Council of Delegates, 
having taken cognizance of the conclusions contained in the Report presented by the Junior Red Cross 

Commission on the subject of the important problem of the « responsibility of the Red Cross in the edu
cation of youth in the humanitarian field », 
and then bring in point 6,

recommends that National Societies continue to take practical measures which will result in a effective 
contribution to the dissemination of these ideals among youth everywhere.

CHAIRMAN : — Does anyone else wish to speak ? Lady Limerick.

LADY LIM ERICK (British Red Cross) : — My delegation would support the remarks which have been 
made by the delegates of Australia and Switzerland. W e would find it quite impossible to vote for a 
resolution which was passed by another body — and a political body — when we do not even have the 
full text of that resolution before us.

The only conditions in which we would find it possible to vote for this resolution would be if the 
proposer of the resolution agreed to delete paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5 (applause) leaving the resolution to 
read :

« The Council of Delegates,

having taken cognizance of the conclusions contained in the Report presented to the Junior Red Cross 
Commission on the subject of the important problem of the « responsibility of the Red Cross in the edu
cation of youth in the humanitarian field »,

confirms that the promotion amongst youth of the ideals of peace, mutual respect and understanding 
between nations is one of the obvious duties of the Red Cross,

recommends that National Societies continue to take practical measures which will result in an effective 
contribution to the dissemination of these ideals among youth everywhere. »

I formally propose that.

CHAIRMAN : — The representative of the Czechoslovak Red Cross has the floor.

Dr. JANOUCH (Czechoslovak Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen. I would support 
this resolution for the following reasons. If the General Assembly of the United Nations Organisation 
proposes or recommends something to non-governmental organisations, we cannot refuse such a proposal 
by saying it means co-operation on a political level, especially if the proposal pursues the same idea and 
aim as we ourselves pursue. The League of Red Cross Societies co-operates in many fields with the UN 
and its agencies — UNICEF, UNESCO, F AO, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

Now w hat does this resolution recommend ? I am not an expert on UN resolutions, but the proposal 
of the Rumanian Red Cross is not an extract, nor is it a m atter of quoting the resolution adopted at the 
XVth General Assembly. It seems to me that we should reply to this resolution of the United Nations 
General Assembly, accepting the appeal of the UN without reservation. I would say that it is our duty to 
do so. I support again all proposals on the ideal of peace and stress that this is one of the most important 
tasks of the Red Cross. The question was dealt with at the World Conference of Educators and was the 
subject of a recommendation and of this resolution 3. Resolution 3 shows you in what spirit the question 
was dealt with at the conference. That is why I do not think we would be commiting a crime if we 
adopted such a resolution. On the contrary, I believe it is our duty. Thank you.

Mrs. TOM BARRY (Irish Red Cross) : -  I should like to support the sugggestion made by the dele
gation from Great Britain by Lady Limerick. I do so because in reading the English version of the report 
from the Junior Red Cross Commission, I find the wording of the final lines of the first paragraph on 
page 9, which gives us a very good idea of the feelings of the Commission itself and should act as a guiding 
line to us. I t states :

« while resolution 3, submitted by the Rumanian delegation, received three votes in the affirmative, 
none in opposition, with nineteen abstentions. »
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That gives us a good indication of the feelings of those who were present in the Commission and it 
ought to be a guiding line for us. Therefore, I support the suggestion made by Lady Limerick on this 
resolution.

Mr. ZIMMERING (German Red Cross in the German Democratic Republic) : — The German Red 
Cross in the German Democratic Republic wants, first of all, wholeheartedly to support the ideas put 
forward a short while ago by the representative of the Czechoslovak Red Cross. We cannot understand 
why this august body should have any hesitation in referring to a resolution adopted by the United Nations, 
all the more so since that resolution deals with humanitarian problems which are at the heart of the Inter
national Red Cross movement.

W e furthermore cannot understand this attitude because during the last days the Council of Delegates 
as well as the Board of Governors, has passed several resolutions dealing with the question of streng
thening relations with other non-Red Cross bodies, in particular the Specialised Agencies of the United 
Nations.

Thirdly, we are meeting in the United Nations European Office and there would have been no dif
ficulty for anyone, or for the Council as a whole, to get a copy of the resolution to which reference has 
been made in Resolution 3. Even at this late stage of our meeting, we could still obtain a copy of the 
resolution and see whether its text is in line with the humanitarian ideals of our Red Cross movement.

Since there is a wide feeling among the Council of Delegates that certain parts of Resolution 3 pro
bably should be omitted, we nevertheless believe, in spite of what I have already said, that we could 
support the suggestion made by Lady Limerick, representing the British Red Cross Society. But whilst 
we believe that points 3, 4 and 5 could, if necessary, be left out, we cannot agree to leaving out point 2. 
If we do not want to refer to the United Nations — and I repeat that I do not see any reason why we 
should hesitate to do so — we should at least, in point 2, say that we recognise the profound necessity

« to undertake and promote effective measures with the object of encouraging amongst youth the 
ideals of peace, mutual respect and understanding between nations ».

That is all my delegation wishes to say. We ask delegations to ponder this question and not to cast 
it aside lightly. Even if, in the Junior Red Cross Commission, out of, I believe, 27 delegations, a minority 
voted for it, that does not necessarily mean that a minority of this body must vote for it. I hope that a 
majority of this body, having thought over the essence of the resolution, will find its way to pass it, if 
necessary with the elimination of points 3, 4 and 5 and with the alteration of point 2.

Lt. Col. MATHIESEN (Norwegian Red Cross) : — It has been said from this rostrum that it cannot 
be understood why we should not refer to the United Nations Organisations. I must ask the question, 
why should we ? We have our own resolutions to which to refer. Not only that, but we also have our 
basic Principles, which were read out to us at the opening of the Council of Delegates.

In  the first Principle — humanity — the last sentence states that it promotes mutual understanding, 
friendship, co-operation and lasting peace amongst all peoples. It should have been necessary only to refer 
to this Principle and then go on to the recommendation made in the draft resolution which is being pre
sented to us. I feel that what has been said by the representative of the British Red Cross should cover 
this point, and the Norwegian Red Cross will support that view.

PROFESSOR MITEREV (Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the USSR, speaks in 
Russian) : — I, too, should like to support the recommendation proposed by the Rumanian Red Cross, but 
with some amendments, partly those which were suggested by the representative of the British Red Cross. 
Nobody who has spoken has ignored or overlooked the tasks of our organisation or the Principles and ideas 
of our organisation, and certainly everybody understands them.

Since the majority of those present are parents or grandparents and each one of us properly under
stands our task, the analogy that it would be a very bad thing to throw the baby away with the bath 
water can be applied to the references which have been made to not adopting the resolution as it is. 
Therefore, I should like to support the proposal made by the representative of the German Democratic 
Republic Red Cross Society for the adoption of points 1 and 2, the deletion of points 3, 4 and 5 and the 
adoption of point 6. By doing this, we will not violate our statutes and we will be supporting our Prin
ciples, of which the representative of the Norwegian Red Cross has reminded us.
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CHAIRMAN : — I should appreciate it if the debate on this question were finished today. However, 
there can be no vote since you cannot make a valid decision except on written amendments. I shall give 
the floor to all those who wish to speak and tomorrow we should decide on the amendments and the 
resolution itself without any discussion.

I should like us to finish discussing this resolution today, either by its rejection or its acceptance with 
the deletion of certain passages. Those delegates who wish to present amendments are requested to do so 
in writing and present their texts to the Conference office who will see that they are translated and multi
graphed. Tomorrow morning I shall put the amended text to the vote without discussion.

Therefore, if anyone still wishes to speak on this resolution, I would ask him to do so. The Rumanian 
delegation wishes to speak.

Mr. MOISESCU (Rumanian Red Cross - speaks in Rumanian) : — Mr. Chairman, delegates. Allow 
me to say a few more words about this resolution. The observation of a delegate can be fundamental. 
Thus, on behalf of the Rumanian Red Cross delegation, I would ask you to look once again at some of 
these amendments and points of the resolution. Allow me, Mr. Chairman and delegates, to make an 
observation. Today we voted on a resolution referring to other documents and governments and on winch 
we had not previously voted. In spite of that, in the interests of our work, it was put before us. We took 
a vote on it. I do not understand why, at this point, we are discussing so much since it is a question of 
peace, humanity, understanding between nations.

Difficulties have been raised such as : we do not know the text, we are not of the same opinion, so 
that when the UN representative comes to give us his message, we admit this, but when we speak about 
the principles of that organisation for peace, we then find it is all politics and we should not discuss it.

I shall inform you what happened at the Junior Red Cross Commission concerning the point indicated 
by the Rapporteur, that this resolution obtained only 3 votes for, and 19 abstentions. I shall tell you 
something that only the Commission knows. The main confusion arose at the moment when Mr. Schusselé 
told us there was another resolution on this subject. Now other reasons for confusion are found. But 
when we vote, we must remember that all nations wish for peace. We all desire peace but it is somewhat 
independent of our goodwill. And you should remember the impression of those who follow our work 
and judge us by it. We are asked to make resolutions, take firm votes in the service of all : UNO and 
the governments of our countries.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman and delegates, it remains for you now to take a decision in accordance 
with your conscience.

Mrs. TUM ENDELGER (Mongolian Red Cross - speaks in Mogolian) : — Mr. Chairman and friends, 
the delegation of the Mongolian Red Cross supports the resolution submitted by the Rumanian Red Cross 
delegation, with the modifications proposed by the delegation of the German Red Cross in the German 
Democratic Republic.

CHAIRMAN : — I thank the representative of the Mongolian Red Cross delegation and give the floor 
to the representative of the Senegalese Red Cross. In virtue of my powers as chairman, from now on I 
shall give all speakers a maximum of five minutes.

Mr. COULBARY (Senegal Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen. With reference to 
resolution 3 drafted by the Junior Red Cross Commission, the Senegalese delegation agrees entirely with 
the opinions and terms of the six points of this resolution. We do so because the Red Cross, whose pri
mary task is one of peace, solidarity and help, maintains close relations with the United Nations Organi
sation which promotes peace among its member states, and assistance between under-developed and 
developed countries. My delegation considers that any body whose line of conduct is peace and who 
proposes resolutions such as these, should have an audience, and that its resolutions for peace which are 
in line with those of the Red Cross should be taken into consideration. The Senegalese delegation considers 
that it is not a m atter of politics if we mention what our neighbours are doing, especially if it is in relation 
with the peace to which humanity aspires.

The Senegalese delegation concludes by voting for the acceptance of the six points of resolution 3. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. (Applause.)
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Mr. KERMIA (Algerian Red Crescent) : — Mr. Chairman, in all honesty I must admit that, as a repre
sentative of a young National Society, we are somewhat lost in this labyrinth of procedures. However, to 
take an honest position, it seems to me that there is a contradiction between two precise facts : on one 
hand the text 2 concerning the implementation of the Geneva Conventions, adopted by the assembly, and 
which requests that the United Nations be invited to attach such declarations as the Geneva Conventions 
to their texts, and on the other hand, we do not wish to refer to a resolution of the United Nations. Quite 
honestly I admit that here we are lost. I t is difficult to take up a position when these two resolutions are 
in conflict. Thank you. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Does anyone else wish to speak ?
As this is not so, I shall indicate how the Council of Delegates might proceed.
The authors of amendments or proposals, either to reject the resolution or to delete certain passages, 

are asked to leave their written drafts with the Conference office.
These proposals will be put to the vote tomorrow without opening any fresh general discussion, unless 

the majority of the Council of Delegates requests further discussion. Most delegations have asked that the 
conference should finish tomorrow at midday, if possible.

There is naturally no intention to prevent debates or to hurry you : we are considering the adoption 
of important texts. But I would ask those making proposals to write them  out. I t is impossible for the 
conference to make a valid decision without a w ritten text. It would be contrary to the regulations of the 
International Conference of the Red Cross which we have adopted here.

I t is already 5.20 p.m. I do not think it is possible to start discussion on the next item of the agenda 
« The Red Cross, factor for world peace ».

I suggest that this new item on the agenda be discussed tomorrow morning first thing, so that our 
technical services have time to multigraph and translate the amendments proposed for resolution 3 which 
gave rise to the discussion we have just had.

I therefore adjourn the session of the Council of Delegates ; we shall m eet again tomorrow morning 
at 10 a.m., and shall immediately pass on to the item on the agenda « The Red Cross, factor for world 
peace ». Once we have finished with that, we shall once again take up resolution 3 with the necessary 
texts at hand.

Is there any objection to this procedure ?
As this is not so, I shall call the session to a close. Before doing so, I would express our deep sym

pathy to the Brazilian Red Cross delegation for the terrible disaster which has hit much of the population 
in that country. W e hope that all relief will be given to the victims and that, once again, we shall see the 
emblem of the Red Cross appear.

I declare the session closed.
(The session is closed at 5.30 p.m .)
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FOURTH PLENARY SESSION

Tuesday, 10th September, 1963, at 10 a.m.

The session was opened at 10 a.m. by Mr. L. Boissier, Chairman.

CHAIRMAN : Ladies and gentlemen, the session is open. I give the floor to our Secretary General
for a communication.

SECRETARY GENERAL (Mr. Haug) : — Ladies and gentlemen, we would like to indicate to delegates 
that they can obtain, at the stand where various articles and publications are on sale, Swiss five franc coins 
which have been specially minted and put into circulation for the Red Cross Centenary. Their 
value is that of today s coinage and their duration illimited. They make a fine commemorative medal 
which is much sought after by collectors and specialists. Thanks to the federal authorities we have been 
able to make them available to delegates as souvenirs.

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mr. Haug. I give the floor to Mr. Sloper.

Mr. SLOPER (Brazilian Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I learnt yesterday that, 
whilst my delegation had to leave the assembly to attend an official ceremony in another building, our 
Chairman was kind enough to say a few words about the Tabarana catastrophe. I would like to thank 
most sincerely our Chairman and the assembly for this symbol of solidarity and sympathy shown to the 
Brazilian Red Cross and our country. I am happy to say that, according to the latest news, it appears 
that the fire is now under control. There is of course a lack of water and the risk of epidemics, but I 
hope the worst is over. Once more thank you for your sympathy.

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you. Misfortune never comes but once. We have just learnt that part of 
India has been devastated by an earthquake. On behalf of the assembly I express our sympathy to the 
delegation of the Indian Red Cross.

W e shall now pass on to the agenda, item

11. T H E  R E D  CROSS, FA C TO R  FO R  W O R L D  PEACE

I would mention point 5 of article 2 of the Statutes of the International Red Cross to which we, at 
this Council of Delegates, wish to adhere.

I t is stated : « It — that is to say the International Conference, and consequently the Council of Dele
gates — may not deal with questions of politics nor act as a tribunal for political debates ».

I  think this reminder was superfluous since you are all men and women of the Red Cross and in conse
quence you will refrain from making any observations of a political nature. The sole object of this discussion 
is to show the desire of the Red Cross to be a factor for world peace by its action and example, and by 
the activities carried out in unison by National Societies, the ICRC and the League, to bring relief with 
the same devotion to all those who suffer and need help.

I now give the floor to Mrs. Amrit Kaur who will present a draft resolution proposed by the Red Cross 
Societies in Hungary, India, Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies in the USSR.
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RAJKUMARI AMRIT KAUR (Indian Red Cross) : — Mr. President, first of all, may I, on behalf of the 
Indian delegation, thank you and all the fellow delegates for the sympathy that they have expressed in 
regard to the horrible earthquake we have just had in India. I have had news to say that 70 villages have 
been completely demolished and they fear the death roll will be in the neighbourhood of 1,000 or even 
more. I am very grateful for the sympathy.

Mr. President and fellow delegates, you are all aware that several National Societies have sent in 
resolutions on the subject of Red Cross as a factor in world peace. You, Mr. President were kind enough 
— and may I say wise enough — to call us together and you suggested that we might try to see whether it 
was possible for us jointly to sponsor one resolution on the same subject rather than have several. You 
were rightly convinced that the same spirit had animated all the Societies even tough they had expressed 
themselves differently, namely, the desire to have peace reign supreme in this troubled world of ours. We 
readily accepted your suggestion and our group met on two occasions under your chairmanship to draft a 
resolution which would satisfy us all, and at the same time be in keeping with the tenets of the Red Cross. 
Ladies and gentlemen, the resolution that has been circulated to you all today is the result of our joint 
efforts and I will now read it.

RESO LU TION

T he Council of D elegates of the  In ternational R ed Cross, assem bled in G eneva on th e  occasion of the  centenary
of the  foundation  or the  R ed Cross m ovem ent,

a) noting  th a t during  the  past century  w ars have becom e increasingly ruthless and  dangerous,

b) noting  th a t all peoples of the  w orld are unanim ous in their desire for a  lasting peace  based  on law  and  justice, 
welcom es the  efforts w hich are being  m ade by  the  G overnm ents to dispel the  m enace of arm ed conflict by 
th e  reduction  of arm am ents, th e  banning  of nuclear tests and  w eapons and  the  resort to peaceful m ethods of 
negotiation,

c) expresses the  fe rven t hope  th a t G overnm ents w ill persevere unrem itting ly  to seek appropria te  m eans fo r restor
ing confidence be tw een  peoples and  thereby  lay the  foundations fo r friendly co-operation and  peace betw een  
States,

d) urges all N ai tonal Societies to continue ceaselessly to foster peace th rough  the  fra te rnal links th a t b ind  them  
so th a t their exam ple of hum anitarian  service m ay bring  hom e to all peoples th e  realisation th a t th e  tim e 
has come to open up  a new  era  w hen  fear and  violence shall be  replaced by hope an d  peace.

May I say how grateful I am for the privilege afforded to me by our group of presenting this resolution 
to you for your acceptance. Mr. President and fellow delegates, this is not the first time that we in our 
assembly have passed resolutions of this nature. The Red Cross as a humanitarian organisation pledged 
to alleviate human suffering wherever it occurs cannot but be anxious to eliminate war for, as we have 
said before, war is no solution to any problem. We believe at the same time that no problems is insoluble 
if the will to solve it is there and we are therefore grateful to those in authority in governments who are 
trying their best to find ways and means of ensuring peace. W e hope and pray and are confident that 
they will continue their efforts, but what contribution can the members of the Red Cross make to what 
is a vital necessity for tins world ? Friends, you will find the answer in the last paragraph of this resolu
tion. Ii is only m eet and right, in this special year when we rejoice and give thanks for all that has been 
done by the Red Cross to bring solace and relief to suffering humanity during a whole century, that we 
should once again rededicate ourselves, every one of us individually, our National Societies both nationally 
and internationally, to abide by the great principles of this unique organisation which we have the honour 
to serve. The Council of Delegates started its deliberations this year by having these principles read out 
to us and I sincerely trust that we shall return to our respective homes firmer than ever before in our faith 
in them and pledged to uphold them in thought, in word and in deed. If we are true to these ideals, we 
shall certainly make our humble but valuable contribution to the cause of world peace.

Fellow delegates, I hope you will pass this resolution unanimously and with acclamation. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mrs. Amrit Kaur. The group presenting this draft resolution has also 
decided to second it through one of its members, Dr. Janouch, President of the Czechoslovak Red Cross, 
to whom I give the floor.
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Dr. JANOUCH (Czechoslovak Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, more than ever it 
is for us representatives of National Societies, representatives of international bodies of the Red Cross, on 
this occasion of the Red Cross Centenary, to give our clear opinions on questions of war and peace. It is 
the history of the Red Cross and, at the same time, the history of human suffering, as is shown so well 
by the Red Cross Centenary exhibition. The causes of such suffering are above all wars : wars which 
massacre, mutilate and kill people not only physically but also morally and spiritually. Wars exploit nations 
on all levels, even today, despite the magnificent progress of scientific, cultural and technical development 
in many countries. Even today we have to organise campaigns against hunger and malnutrition from which 
more than one-third of the world population is suffering — what a disgrace. Wars debase and slow down 
spiritual and moral progress to such an extent that, even today, we have to fight against illiteracy and 
brutal, vulgar racial discrimination. Today, when evaluating the harmful consequences of our ancestors’ 
and our own failure to prevent war, we find there still remains much revolting suffering ; we are forced 
to strive and finish with war since its powers of destruction from which all humanity' suffers, raise Hamlet’s 
fatal question « to be or not to be ».

It is because the consequences of bacteriological, chemical and thermonuclear warfare can neither be 
foreseen nor imagined that we, delegates of the Red Cross, must state our views on war, condemn it, reject 
it, remind nations, National Societies and governments that they must consciously and systematically fight 
against war, this evil which hovers over humanity. May I quote here a document from the Centenary 
exhibition. In a document written by a sovereign of the time, it is said : * The maintenance of general 
peace is the reduction of excessive armaments which rests on all nations. We must arrive at a reduction 
of armaments with a view to general disarmament. W e here represent about one-third of the entire popula
tion of our planet and we should achieve the ideal towards which everyone should, strive. We should accom
plish general disarmament and forget the evil of war and general disaster, we must do away with these hor
rors at the thought of which every human being shudders ». All of us should repeat the words of that great 
humanist Pasteur : we must all help each other. We must fight those who, each day, imagine new means 
of destruction which oblige other nations to be in a constant state of preparedness for battle. W e must 
remember w hat is important to us, men of the Red Cross : to save a human life is the greatest victory.

I shall not emphasize the importance of the draft resolution submitted to you by Mrs. Amrit Kaur. 
The Czechoslovak Red Cross delegation supports this draft resolution and recommends that it be approved 
by the Council of Delegates. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Many delegates who have to leave Geneva this afternoon have expressed the 
wish that, if possible, the Council of Delegates should finish its deliberations this morning. I think this 
is the wish of all. In order to do so, I would ask those who wish to speak to be as brief as possible. I 
would propose five minutes at the most for each speaker. I t is perhaps a little severe but I would be 
grateful for your efforts and request that you do not exceed this time limit.

W e now have three speakers and I give the floor to Mr. Freymond, of the ICRC delegation.

Mr. FREYMOND (ICRC) : -  Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I have the duty to make a few 
comments on the report presented by the ICRC entitled « The Red Cross, factor for world peace ».

I expect that you all have the report before you and that you have had time to read it, so that I can 
comply with the Chairman’s request no to exceed the time limit of five minutes.

This year’s report deals with the problem which the ICRC had to face last year during the Cuban 
crisis. Quite suddenly the International Committee of the Red Cross was placed under the obligation to 
refuse or lend its assistance for a mission of which the least that can be said is that it did not come within 
the traditional tasks of the Red Cross. The questions which faced the ICRC are to be found on pages 2 
and 3 of the ICRC’s report, from which I quote :

« The Secretary General of die United Nations therefore asked whether the International Committee 
of the Red Cross could perhaps lend its assistance on the following bases :

a) by appointing approximately 30 inspectors charged with controlling the cargoes of ships bound for
Cuba, to ascertain that there were no arms on board ;

b) the Red Cross would be entirely free to choose its inspectors ;
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c) the rules of service would be laid down by the United Nations, which would bear the whole cost of
the operation and would provide for the maintenance and accommodation of the inspectors ;

d) the inspectors would proceed immediately to New York, where they would be given detailed instructions,
and would rejoin their posts from there, at the expense of the United Nations ;

e) the work of inspection would probably not last for more than a month. »

Such was the content of the letter from the Secretary General of the United Nations to the ICRC. 
Ladies and gentlemen, you can imagine not so m uch the vivacity bu t the gravity of the debates which 
took place at the Committee. Each member of the Committee was fully conscious both of the reality of 
the treat of war — that it was immediate, and of the consequences for the entire Red Cross of a positive 
or negative stand.

From the outset the International Committee of the Red Cross considered that, faced with an appeal 
from the Secretary General of the United Nations with the agreement of the two world powers concerned, 
it could not evade the issue.

The extent of destruction caused by an atomic war would compromise any humanitarian action to 
such an extent as to make it futile — and the authors of draft resolutions on peace could not forget this. 
As a result, the desire to prevent or alleviate in all circumstances the suffering of humanity logically led to 
support of an action aimed at preventing such a serious crisis from becoming a catastrophe.

Therefore the International Committee of the Red Cross indicated that, in principle, it would be willing 
to render service in the cause of peace and it sent one of its members to New York, not to negotiate 
agreements bu t to obtain information on the situation. It was necessary to proceed with all caution.

The discussions which took place and certain conclusions drawn therefrom resulted in the principles 
on page 7 of the report to which I refer :

1. The ICRC would appoint a team of some 30 inspectors, not members of the Committee, who would 
be placed at the disposal of the United Nations and under its authority ;

2. The Red Cross emblem would not be employed to cover this type of operation ;

3. There shall be no resort to force in order to carry out inspection. If the inspectors are unable to carry
out their search they will confine themselves to reporting to the head of their mission ;

4. The United Nations would be responsible for negotiating acceptance of inspection by all the powers 
under whose flags ships sail for Cuba ;

5. Regulations for inspection would conform to Red Cross principles ;

6. The Secretary General would grant extensive autonomy to the coqis of inspectors ; this autonomy
would largely depend on the person in charge of the inspection corps.

These were the conditions for possible co-operation. As you can see, ladies and gentlemen, the ICRC 
excluded the use of the Red Cross emblem. I t would have carried out the control only in agreement with 
all parties and, finally, it considered indispensable the granting of extensive autonomy to inspectors. There 
is no need to recall that the only true control is one where the inspector is not afterwards limited by the 
person he is controlling. This is a primary condition, and the ICRC would never have and will never lend 
itself to any kind of control operation of which it cannot guarantee the efficiency. Anything else would 
be deceiving those all over the world who have placed their trust in it. Today we can say that the ICRC 
took up a positive position.

However, you are aware of the evolution of this crisis and the manner in which the two chief oppo
nents overcame it. And to overcome this crisis could be only beneficial to the community. Therefore 
our services were no longer necessary. Nevertheless, certain conclusions should be drawn from this crisis 
through which the world and, in particular, the Red Cross have passed. You will find these conclusions 
on page 8 of the report, and they are important since they show the attitude to be adopted in the future.

For tlie ICRC to consent on any other occasion to an intervention of this type, it would be necessary 
that :
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a) peace be threatened by the danger of atomic warfare ;

b) the United Nations Organisation admit the impossibility of intervening alone to preserve peace ;

c) the ICRC be placed in a position to lend assistance in an effective action, in line with Red Cross
principles ;

d) all the interested parties agree to the intervention of the ICRC under the above conditions.

Allow me to say one more word in conclusion. This episode in the life of the ICRC should not make 
us forget the problem which we are discussing today : « The Red Cross, factor for world peace». We 
must remember the daily contribution made by the Committee towards peace and its continual action 
on behalf of war victims. We know that, if we wish to serve peace, what is important for us is that 
frontiers disappear, doors open and obstacles be overcome for the benefit of war’s victims. I t is to this 
that the International Committee of the Red Cross is dedicated. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I  would draw your attention to the fact that the French Red Cross delegation is 
proposing a resolution relating to the action of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Cuba.

Rut in order not to confuse the issue, I suggest we first continue the general debate and, when we 
have voted on the proposal by Mrs. Amrit Kaur and her colleagues, I shall give the floor to Mr. François- 
Poncet to submit his draft resolution.

W e shall thus continue the discussion. We have many speakers and I invite them to be as brief as 
possible. I shall call them in the order of their request. I give the floor to Mr. Soemamo Sosroatmodje, head 
of the Indonesian Red Cross delegation.

Mr. SOEMARNO SOSROATMODJE (Indonesian Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, fellow delegates, first 
of all, on behalf of my Society, I would like to declare that we support the draft resolution put forward by 
India, bu t at the same time my Society has ordered me to voice its opinions about the implementation of 
this draft resolution if it becomes a resolution later.

The subject of this Congress, peace, is of special interest to us. At its inception, the Red Cross was 
intended to alleviate and relieve the suffering consequent upon war. W ithout regard for the causes of 
the combat, the Red Cross took its stand on the principle of humanity and entered the battlefield to aid 
the wounded, relieve the sufferings of the dying and pay the last respects to the dead.

W e know how the nature of warfare has changed since the founding of the Red Cross. No longer 
is there any set battlefield, no longer do only combatants receive wounds and meet their deaths when 
weapons of war are brought into play. For those reasons alone the Red Cross, faithful to its principles 
of humanity, has been bound to broaden the area of its activities, assisting the civilian as well as the 
military victims of warfare. And just as, faithul to its principles of humanity, the Red Cross long ago 
broadened its activities to succouring the victims of natural disasters, so within the sphere of activities 
which saw its birth has the Red Cross grown with the times.

Since 1919 the Red Cross has been working for peace as the positive means of alleviating human 
suffering. Ry these means, the Red Cross has already, in fact, entered upon the path of prevention of an 
evil, the prevention of human suffering, and is no longer confined to activities which alleviate and relieve 
the suffering caused by evil.

This is the thought that is foremost in the minds of our Indonesian delegation at this Congress, for 
we believe that the time has now come when greater attention should be paid to this positive and preven
tive side of the great humanitarian cause of the Red Cross. This actually is nothing new. Henry Dunant 
wrote in 1862 : « To encourage the notion of solidarity among the nations in doing good is to combat war ».

W e can see clearly today that peace is more than the absence of war. During the 18 years since the 
Second W orld War, the west has known the absence of war, yet there has been no peace. Those 18 years 
have been filled with tensions and preparations for war and fear of war as perhaps never before. There 
has been an armaments race and the testing of nuclear weapons of the most frightful potential. Can this 
be peace ? W e are all grateful and relieved that just recently a tripartite treaty has been signed banning 
the further testing of nuclear weapons, except underground. This has greatly reduced tension and has 
decreased danger, but none of us believes that it has outlawed war. The treaty itself acknowledges in its 
preamble that this is merely the first step towards an agreement on general and complete disarmament. 
It will not be easy to achieve general and complete disarmament, but it is certain that by itself even this
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agreement will not automatically bring peace. For peace will come only when the causes of tension and 
conflict that produce wars are themselves removed. Peace is truly more than the absence of war ; abiding 
peace can come only when the causes of war have beena eradicated forever.

That is why the Indonesian delegation believes that, if the Red Cross is truly concerned with the 
question of peace, then the Red Cross must be aware of and must be fully informed about the causes of 
tension and of conflict that lead to war and that create the condition of absence of war that is not peace. 
Out of our own long experience of human suffering under colonial rule and during the years when we 
removed that rule and established our reborn nation, we believe we have learnt the reasons why these 
things occur. W e are convinced that the causes can be briefly summarised as exploitation of man by 
man and exploitation of nation by nation. That is why the Indonesian Red Cross, in the privileged position 
of having been an integral part of the growth of its country and nation, since the very days of achieving 
national independence until its present role, has more and more felt that the implementation of the Red Cross 
task should be based on a wider humanitarian scope reflecting the rising conscience of the universality of 
humanity and social consciousness of man. It is this conviction that caused me to join the Red Cross. How 
then can I separate the humanitarianism inspiring the Red Cross from the principle of humanity that is 
part of the drive behind the Indonesian revolution ? If it is politics to respond in all possible ways, in all 
spheres of activity, to the call of humanity for deeper realisation and wider practice of hum anitarian prin
ciples, then truly do I think politics, feel politics, live politics. But I think that is not quite the meaning 
usually attached to the word politics. I am well aware that the word politics raises immediate doubts in 
the minds of many people when it is connected with the Red Cross. I t is feared that there may be loss 
of confidence in the Red Cross should it take part in politics, that participation in politics might jeopardise 
the neutrality of the Red Cross, that suspicion will always attach to the Red Cross if it meddles in politics.

Past experience shows that this subject is a very touchy one. W hen the International Committee of 
the Red Cross indicated its readiness to render its good offices to the United Nations during the Cuban 
crisis, there were strong criticisms from various countries. Behind this act by the International Committee 
there lay the resolution adopted in 1961 by the Board of Governors at Prague as a statem ent of the basic 
principles of the Red Cross. If I am not much mistaken, it is on the basis of these new basic principles 
that we are now concerned with our present subject of peace. Personally, I do not see how anyone can 
deny that peace is the concern of humanitarianism, and I do not believe that people disagree basically with 
the new basic principles ; they state clearly the humanitarian principles of the Red Cross. Disagreement 
may come in, however, over implementation of these principles. I quite agree that it is not out of place 
to be careful in these matters, but I hope that we will be clear first as to the meaning of what we are dis
cussing. To the Indonesian Red Cross this is the way in which it might be possible to broaden the field 
of our humanitarian activities in the whole of the Red Cross movement without falling into the trap of 
discrimination or of favouring one political group at the expense of the other for reasons other than our 
humanitarian principles.

CHAIRMAN : — Could you conclude your speech, please ?

Mr. SOEMARNO SOSROATMODJE : — The Indonesian Red Cross hereby submits a suggestion to 
this Congress, that a Commission be established to study how the application of the basic principles of the 
Red Cross can be broadened to promote everlasting peace in the most effective manner, investigating the 
sources of tension and conflict that underlie wars and the absence of peace, and proposing lines of guidance 
and areas of activity for the broader application of the principles of humanity.

Let us take our courage in our hands and, standing fast and firm on the principles that gave our Red 
Cross birth, look now for ways whereby we can prevent those horrors of war, those miseries of human 
suffering, which until now we have made it our task to alleviate and prevent. Let us not take fright when 
politics are mentioned, bu t let us use our principles as a measuring rod and let us form our own judgments 
with that objective basis. Let us at all times and in all ways try to make our activities conform more 
widely, more deeply, more positively, with the basic principles of the Red Cross movement. Thank you. 
(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I thank the speaker. However, I think it will now be necessary to restrict the length 
of speeches. I shall therefore give each speaker a maximum of five minutes and would ask those who are
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intending to speak to revise their notes in order to keep within the five minutes. I very much regret 
having to interrupt a speaker but, if the speeches are too long, we shall never finish our session this morn
ing. I give the floor to Mrs. Domanska, President of the Polish Red Cross.

Mrs. DOMANSKA (Polish Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, for many years now we 
notice that, in reports presented by the League and the ICRC, the problem of peace and the role of the 
Red Cross in this respect are put on the agenda of all our international conferences. Resolutions have been 
adopted since 1924, but it is especially those dating from 1946 to this day which speak of peace and request 
governments to ensure its safeguard, beseeching them to search for and find peaceful solutions to all 
problems of litigation.

The problem of peace is inspired by the ideal behind all actions and the humanitarian principles 
recognised by National Societies.

It is in this spirit that the Polish Red Cross was anxious to present to this assembly a resolution 
concerning this item of the agenda. The Polish Red Cross is anxious that the proposal made by Mrs. Amrit 
Kaur should open the way to general disarmament and that study should be made of zones of disarmament 
at all critical points all over the world, particularly in Central European countries. This proposal should 
also be extended outside Europe to countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America.

However, to avoid the controversy which might arise from discussion on such a resolution at this 
Centenary Congress, and in its desire that the Council of Delegates make a decision on a m atter so dear 
to the Red Cross — that of safeguarding peace, the Polish Red Cross delegation has decided to withdraw 
its resolution and took part in working out the resolution presented by Mrs. Amrit Kaur which, I am sure, 
will find the warm and unanimous approval of all delegates. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I now give the floor to Mr. Moisescu of the Rumanian Red Cross.

Mr. MOISESCU (Rumanian Red Cross) (speaks in Rumanian) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, 
on behalf of the Red Cross in the Rumanian People’s Republic, allow me to express my feelings and 
immense satisfaction that the progress of the role of the Red Cross on behalf of humanity is an accomplished 
act.

Peace between nations is, for the Council of Delegates, really one of the most important problems of 
our times. W e must prevent a new world war from again destroying our continents, we must ensure peace 
in the world, we must abolish the threat of a world war and, more especially, of a nuclear war. All 
nations, States and large organisations have a tremendous responsibility and should unite their forces to 
save the world from disaster. The International Red Cross, the ICRC and the League have several times 
expressed their views in favour of peace and co-operation between nations.

However, special mention must be made of the principles and declaration of principles adopted by 
the 26th Session of the Hoard of Governors at Prague in 1961, which foresee the need for the Red Cross 
to contribute towards maintaining peace and towards co-operation between nations. Our organisation, the 
Rumanian Red Cross, considers that, in present circumstances, the International Red Cross must implement 
the declaration of these principles, if it is really to make a contribution. It should not wait, the campaign 
must be a daily one to prevent war.

The Rumanian Red Cross is convinced that all problems of litigation between nations, no m atter how 
complex and difficult, can be solved if governments so desire. In this respect we have only to look at the 
Moscow treaty for the prohibition of nuclear weapons signed by the heads of two big States, the United 
States and the USSR, and which was welcomed with particular satisfaction by nations all over the world. 
This first step, the treaty of Moscow, can be followed by other resolutions, other agreements, of which 
the principal aim is to prevent another war. Another agreement must be signed to prohibit underground 
tests of thermo-nuclear weapons, the stocking of war armaments in different continents, the launching sites 
for rockets, etc.

As long as an agreement of this kind has not been signed, the threat of nuclear war menaces all nations, 
and it seems to me that our organisation could endeavour to solve this urgent problem ; that we should 
persevere in fighting for disarmament, the prohibition of zones for the launching of rockets in different 
parts of the world, the prohibition of manufacture and use of such weapons, the liquidation and elimination 
of military bases on foreign territories. It is a vital necessity for all nations, and we should attack this
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task of complete and general disarmament. The Rumanian Red Cross is in complete agreement with and 
is supported in its proposal by the Rumanian government which is desirous to make its contribution to 
this present task of disarmament for the cause of world peace. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN : — The five minutes are up.

Mr. MOISESCU (Rumanian Red Cross) : — There are only the conclusions to be made.

CHAIRMAN : — Another minute then.

Mr. MOISESCU (Rumanian Red Cross) : — In  all conscience and with the conviction that a campaign 
must be undertaken to save the world, the Rumanian Red Cross, as all nations, wishes to make its contri
bution to this fight, to be a factor in world peace. W e are in entire agreement with the draft resolution 
of Mrs. Amrit Kaur, the Hungarian Red Cross, the Polish Red Cross and the Soviet Union, and we shall 
vote with conviction so that this resolution shall be a message for peace which is one of the aims of the 
International Red Cross, one of the greatest hum anitarian organisations in the world, and we hope that it 
will have the trust of governments.

CHAIRMAN : — We have three more spekers. I think the list is closed after this. I should be grateful 
is speakers would follow the example of Mrs. Domanska and not take their inspiration from agreements 
which have been or could be concluded by one or other government. W e do not wish to enter into poli
tical considerations, and I would ask you to remain within the general terms of the resolution. I give 
the floor to the Chinese representative.

Mr. PENG YEN (Chinese Red Cross) (speaks in Chinese) : — Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, 
the Red Cross and the people of China consider it their primary duty to safeguard world peace. W ith 
the highly destructive powers of nuclear weapons, w e have always been firmly opposed to nuclear war. 
In consequence we have always given active support to all initiatives and actions to promote peace. 
Animated by this desire, the Chinese Red Cross delegation sincerely hopes that the Council of Delegates 
will adopt a proposal for peace in conformity with the expectations of nations and members of the Red 
Cross in various countries. The Chinese Red Cross delegation had made a proposal in this respect but, 
to promote co-operation within the Council of Delegates and to enable the adoption of a proposal acceptable
to all, we withdrew our proposal and agreed to accept that made by the Chairman, Mr. Boissier.

As regards the proposal presented by Mrs. Amrit Kaur on behalf of the five delegations, it takes the form 
of an amendment to Mr. Boissier’s proposal the contents of which have thereby been modified. I t refers 
to problems of a political nature which are today the subject of serious controversy on the international 
level. The Chinese delegation has its own opinion on these problems. However, since we are anxious 
to maintain the harmonious atmosphere of the Council of Delegates of the Red Cross Centenary Congress, 
we shall not deal with them here. Despite the recommendations of the Chairman and without regard for 
the atmosphere of the Council of Delegates, certain delegates have again spoken in praise of the tripartite 
treaty of Moscow on the partial cessation of nuclear tests. W e cannot agree with them but we do not 
reckon on dealing with the subject here. W e shall therefore abstain from voting on this proposal. Thank 
you, Mr. Chairman. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I thank the Chinese Red Cross delegation. W e have two more speakers of whom 
the first is the representative of the Yugoslav Red Cross.

Mrs. OSOLNIK (Yugoslav Red Cross) : — Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, the Yugos
lav delegation expresses its full support of the Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
concerning the item on the agenda « The Red Cross, factor for world peace ». May we explain briefly 
our position concerning the role of the Red Cross as a factor of peace in the world.

We are of the opinion that the experience of the Cuban crisis has proved the high moral prestige 
that the Red Cross enjoys today in the world as an independent hum anitarian organisation with a centenary 
tradition. We consider that the International Committee of the Red Cross would have betrayed the confi
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dence of millions of people and world public opinion had it not been prepared to offer its good offices 
in an extremely acute international situation for the prevention of possible atomic conflict. The Red Cross 
has done an im portant service to mankind by the mere fact that it contributed to finding a peaceful 
solution in the given phase of the Cuban crisis. I t seems to us that this experience shows that the field 
of activity of the Red Cross and the possibilities of its effectiveness in the sense of preventing human 
sufferings and hardships has been enlarging in our time. W e cannot close our eyes to new facts and 
new events characterising our age. The danger of thermo-nuclear war is one of these facts.

The Red Cross, faithful to its hum anitarian mission, supports all activities leading to the safeguard 
of peace and elimination of the danger of war. Therefore we welcome the Moscow Test Ban Treaty prohibit
ing nuclear tests in the atmosphere, in outerspace and under water, considering it as a humanitarian 
measure and a positive sign for the further solution of pending questions for safeguarding and maintaining 
peace in the world. A nuclear war would, by its destructive consequences, exceed everything that human 
imagination could ever have conceived concerning hum an suffering, as has ben mentioned in the report. 
In the areas exposed to thermo-nuclear operations, neither classical lazarettos nor medical teams could be 
maintained, and all other possibilities for saving hum an lives and for soothing human sufferings would 
be nearly nonexistent. Therefore, faced with the danger of atomic war, we cannot sit idly by and wait 
to see w hat it would bring us.

Our engagement for the welfare of man, as the basic idea of the humanitarian programme of the Red 
Cross, imposes on us the obligation not to neglect any possibility of acting in the direction of safeguarding 
peace and preventing danger of war. As the upkeep of health is the pre-condition for preventing the 
epidemics and hum an sufferings that they bring along, a maximum preventive engagement is needed for 
eliminating the disasters of a nuclear war. The idea of safeguarding peace enjoys an ever increasing 
support by world public opinion just because men are more soberly conscious of this danger threatening 
mankind. Therefore, the peaceful solution of all questions which could disturb peace in the world is posed 
today more than ever as an imperative. An increasing number of countries are committing themselves 
to active co-existence and peaceful co-operation among people, and important efforts are being undertaken 
within the framework of the United Nations too.

The Red Cross cannot be indifferent and inactive in these events — naturally within the framework 
of its possibilities and within the limits determined by its status and its humanitarian goals.

The Yugoslav delegation supports the Prague resolution which underlines the task of the Red Cross 
« ... for the prevention and elimination of human sufferings, no m atter where they come from... » and to 
« ... contribute to co-operation and the establishment of a lasting peace among all nations... », see page 2. 
W e consider this attitude not only as a new and important element in understanding the role of the Red 
Cross bu t as the only possible consequence in the application of the Red Cross principles in the new 
conditions in which mankind has been living.

Therefore, we agree with the statement in the report that the theme « The Red Cross, factor for 
world peace » should represent not only a traditional item on the agenda of plenary sessions, bu t a per
m anent substance of the work of all Red Cross organisations in their practical activities.

W e support the resolution submitted by the delegations of the Hungarian, Indian, Polish and Czechos
lovak Red Cross Societies and the Alliance of the USSR, presented by Mrs. Amrit Kaur in their name. 
Thank you, Mr. President. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mrs. Osolnik. I now give the floor to Mr. Beer, Secretary General of 
the League.

Mr. BEER (LRCS) : — Mr. President, it might be fitting that it is the rpresentative of the Federation 
of all the National Societies here gathered who presents some remarks on this very important problem. 
You have seen in your files a short document called DP/10/2 which was the League’s contribution to the 
background m aterial for this discussion. In an annex to that paper you will find a list of all the peace 
resolutions passed by the International Conferences, the Board of Governors and by the Executive Committee 
— no less than 24 such resolutions. This list covers a period from 1921 to 1961, 40 faithful years, and the 
reading of these resolutions m ight sometimes be a little confusing, bu t it is an extremely interesting historical 
document concerning the development of the question of Red Cross in peace. I think we all have reason 
to be satisfied with what has been said and w hat has been manifested in these resolutions.
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We also know that after the last of these passed in 1961 the Board of Governors voted 
to have as watchword for our future activities, on the initiative of the Swiss Red Cross, the words « per 
humanitatem ad pacem », which is now also adorning the League building. However, this — I would say — 
theoretical part is only one sector of the work for lasting peace and understanding carried out by National 
Red Cross Societies. In the report, you find numerous examples of occasions where the Red Cross even 
steps outside its usual realm a little to do its job in time of crisis. This concerned both the League and 
the National Societies at the side of the International Committee. But you find there something which is 
still more important in its way and that is proof of the unique opportunity that meetings of Red Cross 
have given to delegates and representatives of different peoples to discuss publicly or privately questions 
which, including the usual Red Cross problems, could lead to a better understanding. That is why this 
confrontation, this opportunity that the Red Cross gives, is something absolutely unique in our work today 
and has contributed much more than people generally think to promoting this understanding and thereby 
a lasting and just peace. If we look at the practical results of this work, we can see, for instance, that 
in a year like 1962 we had an appeal for relief every third week. We showed the immense solidarity of 
the Red Cross, the Red Crescent and the Red Lion and Sun Societies towards their fellow Societies in 
need and needless to say, you know how this broke through all barriers of a political nature. W e had a 
disaster where 60 National Societies helped a sister Society which is one of the best records we have in 
our work to create better understanding. W e can also quote the work for new parts of the world, the
newly independent parts. W e can quote the work of our Junior Red Cross which is a basic tenet in our
work to promote better understanding. All this you will find, and you have found it already in this very 
concentrated report.

I should only like to end by saying that, when we are talking about the Red Cross as a true and 
practical peace organisation in its own right and within its own limits, these limits give us a wide oppor
tunity to work. This is not a lip service to peace. I t is of serious concern to us all and I think we have
reasons to be proud and happy of the record hitherto and I think that the discussion here today, the spirit 
in which this discussion has been held and the spirit within these resolutions before us, are other proofs 
of this. Thank you, Mr. President. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — The item on our agenda « The Red Cross, factor for world peace » is finished.
Before going further I would like to say one word. As President of the ICRC and personally, I

have never had a more moving instance than when, spontaneously, in my office, the delegations of China, 
Hungary, Poland, Czechoslovakia, India and the USSR, abandoned the draft resolutions they had submitted. 
These National Societies have made a gesture which I, for one, shall never forget. W e shall now pass
on to the vote. I presume that the rapporteur has no wish to speak. (Applause.)

W e have in front of us a unique text, the resolution presented by Mrs. Amrit Kaur. Those who adopt 
the text are requested to raise hands.

The resolution on « Red Cross as a factor in world peace » is adopted by 59 votes, with 3 abstentions. 
(Applause.)

I now give the floor to Mr. Fr ançois-Poncet, President of the French Red Cross, to present his draft 
resolution which has been distributed to you.

H. E. Mr. FRANÇOIS-PONCET (French Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, we are 
fully aware of the importance in Red Cross history of the episode which, for the sake of facility, we call 
the « Cuba episode » and to which Professor Freymond referred at the beginning of this session. It must 
be recalled that there was extreme tension between the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. The United States wanted to stop all ships heading for Cuba. The USSR refused, stating that 
these ships were not transporting war materials. How was the conflict to be prevented ? The intervention 
of an impartial authority was necessary. Did such an authority exist ? Yes, there was one and only one 
in the world : the International Committee of the Red Cross. That is why the Secretary General of the UN 
thought of it. Both parties, when confronted, accepted recourse to the ICRC. The latter, having made 
sure that it had all the necessary guarantees for the safeguard of its independence and observation of its 
principles, in turn accepted the mission which it was asked to carry out. But the situation developed in 
such a way that there was no need to carry out the controls foreseen. The agreement between the two 
opponents immediately dissipated the tension. The ICRC has given us very precise information on the
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details of this event and, in particular, on the precautions it took. I think we should give our approval and 
congratulate the Committee on its attitude, all the more because it did not m eet with unanimous approval 
and many highly honourable and distinguished minds make the reproach that it ventured on to slipper)' 
ground where it might one day lose its political virginity. I am not of this opinion and, I hope, neither 
are you.

For my part, I did not await the Cuba episode to write in a newspaper article the following : « The 
key to peace is disarmament ». The key to disarmament is the control of measures of disarmament which 
the powers engage themselves to carry out. Such control must be made by an organisation which 
enjoys the confidence of all and can never be suspected of entertaining political ulterior motives. Does 
an authority of this kind exist ? As did later on the Secretary General of the United Nations, I took a 
look at the world, I made a tour of our planet and I found that the ICRC alone was qualified to play the 
part of impartial arbitrator. Thus, sooner or later, if you want peace, you will come to the ICRC. That 
is what I wrote and it appeared that, for once, I prophesied rightly since what I had foreseen materialised 
some time afterwards at Cuba. If similar circumstances were to arise tomorrow, the ICRC should again 
act as it did and lend its assistance when requested to do so by the opponents. In my opinion, and I hope 
it will be yours too, the ICRC should not be immobilised in an inactive and timorous neutrality. It should 
be cautious but, at the same time, audacious and courageous. I t has been this on several occasions. It 
has intervened in civil war. I t should persevere in this direction.

You will recall that, some years ago, the Greek government had been overthrown ; new elections were 
to take place three months later adn, to clam political tension in the meantime, the King entrusted the 
government to the Red Cross. The Greek Red Cross, under the chairmanship of Mr. Georgacopoulos who 
became president of the Council for three months, performed the tasks which were entrusted to it extremely 
well. During those three months, it was our friend Mr. Pesmazoglou who acted as Minister for Foreign 
Affairs.

I do not ask for this much today, bu t I do say that the ICRC has accumulated in one hundred years 
a moral capital unequalled in the world and that it should put this capital to advantage.

W hat would its position have been if it had refused to intervene in the Cuba affair, and war had 
broken out ? W hat would have been the moral position of the ICRC ? By its refusal it would have become 
responsible for the hostilities. This is inconceivable. The ICRC holds powers to pacify. I t should therefore 
not hesitate to use them if its intervention can save peace.

In the meanwhile I propose the following resolution which is short but which will be sufficient to ensure
the ICRC of our sympathy, trust and support. I now read the text of the motion which I should be
grateful if you would adopt :

The Council of Delegates

— after having taken cognizance of the conditions in which the International Committee of the 
Red Cross was invited by the United Nations Organisation, with the agreement of the parties 
concerned, to intervene in the Cuba incident,

— considering it is the Committee’s duty to respond to the call m ade upon it simultaneously by 
States in conflict to act as intermediary or to supervise the proper discharge of the obligations 
they have undertaken, thus contributing to the maintenance of peace,

— approves the action taken by the International Committee in the Cuba incident and congra
tulates it for having accomplished that action.

(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Does any delegation wish to speak ? The delegation from the ICRC wishes to take 
the floor.

Mr. FREYMOND (ICRC) : — I would like to say how much the Committee is touched by the testi
mony of the French Red Cross expressed by its President. It gratefully accepts the draft resolution 
presented to the Council, but would like to suggest two slight modifications. I believe you have before 
you an amendment pu t forward by the ICRC to which I should be grateful if you would refer.
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It appears that, in such a delicate field, it is important that the agency to whom the request is made, 
which implies a heavy responsibility for the entire Red Cross, should be able to take action with the flexi
bility imposed by its modest means. I can assure Mr. François-Poncet that the International Committee of 
the Red Cross is not afraid to take risks. This has been proved. But it should be able to calculate these 
risks according to circumstances which vary. Therefore we suggest that paragraph 2 should as follows :

« considering it is desirable that the Committee respond to the call made upon it simultaneously 
by States in conflict to act as intermediary or assist in the proper discharge of the obligations 
they have undertaken, thus contributing to the maintenance of peace. »

It is a m atter of correcting two words. Whilst expressing its warm gratitude to the French Red Cross 
and its President, the ICRC proposes the acceptance of this modification.

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mr. Freymond. I give the floor to the representatives of Cuba, Lebanon 
and China.

Mr. CERVANTES NUNEZ (Cuban Red Cross, speaks in Spanish) : — Mr. Chairman, delegates, the 
Cuban delegation does not wish to raise any kind of controversy bu t simply to express its opinion concern
ing the proposal of our colleague, the French Red Cross.

It is not surprising that, by virtue of the great humanitarian mission entrusted to the ICRC and its 
constant endeavour to relieve suffering, the Committee was receptive to the invitation from the Secretary 
General of the United Nations to carry out a mission in the crisis arising out of the Cuba blocade.

W e fully understand that, in certain cases, the ICRC may extend its traditional field of activity but, 
despite this and with all respect to this great international body, we believe that, in the actual circum
stances in question, it should have examined its possible intervention in the light of other factors which 
were not taken into account in this instance.

Obviously some of the parties concerned gave their approval to the projected operation but, in fact, it 
never had the consent of the chief party concerned in the crisis : in other words, the Cuban people.

In  the proposal of the honourable delegation from the French Red Cross mentioned in document 
DP/10/7, we find the phrase « with the agreement of the parties concerned », which you have doubtless 
read, and further on we find another phrase about « States in conflict ». Was not Cuba one of the parties 
concerned, one of the States in conflict ?

One thing is certain and that is that, for fundamental reasons relating to the sovereignty of a free and 
independent country, the Cuban government was not in a position to support the planned intervention by 
granting its approval.

Its standpoint in this respect in no way represents a failure to appreciate the generous aims which the 
ICRC constantly pursues. However, in this instance, these aims were rather more connected with political 
considerations inevitable in the face of a conflict which was not provoked by the Cuban people.

For the above and other well known reasons, Cuba realised that the crisis could not be solved without 
the intervention of the ICRC ; and the facts have confirmed that, if on the one hand this honourable 
institution received on this occasion testimonies of the trust which is placed in its impartiality, on the other 
hand its possible activity in the manner foreseen was not indispensable.

In other words, we very much regret that we cannot agree to the terms in which the last sentence of 
the French proposal is written and, in general, to the entire text of this resolution or any other which 
contains the same points of view. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN : — I give the floor to the representative of the Lebanese Red Cross.

Mrs. SAAB (Lebanese Red Cross) : — Mr. President, fellow delegates and friends. On this memorable 
occasion we are privileged to be in Geneva, the birthplace of a great idea that lies deep in every human 
heart. It was Henry Dunant who brought this magnificent idea to life by his two proposals in his book 
< A Memory of Solferino » and which were the point of departure for the Red Cross and the Geneva 
Conventions.

The Red Cross was never stagnant but is a movement that kept pace with the time. Each new phase 
of wars, conflicts, natural disasters and suffering m eant new problems to solve. The Red Cross faced
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realities on which it founded and conducted its efforts in the different spheres of its work, its pioneering 
ideas, pilot projects and filling the gaps by its various activities. The Red Cross always put into practice
and action its high ideals and principles in war and peace.

The Red Cross of the past 100 years is at once a legitimate source of pride and a stirring challenge. 
It is not a mere question of mitigating the suffering and horrors of wars and conflicts : it is a question of 
maintaining peace and avoiding destructive wars. It is not mere curative works, but it is preventing 
unnecessary suffering and human distress. I t is being aware of the national problems and international
responsibilities in this changing world, in this revolutionary era of scientific advancement. It is to be
prepared to take part in this great adventure and creative effort in the service of mankind and world peace.

It is an honour for every nation to belong to this universal brotherhood, to this world-wide community 
which upholds the strong belief in the value and dignity of man, the service of humanity and peace.

Our Lebanese Red Cross is conscious of the important role of the National Societies and its thousands 
and thousands of members, of different races, nationalities, creeds and political convictions, are all united 
in the spirit of the Red Cross, strictly operating with the steadily increasing tasks in conformity with Red 
Cross principles in maintaining contacts and establishing closer ties and mutual understanding among the 
nations.

I take the opportunity to express the sincere thanks of the Lebanese Red Cross and its deep gratitude 
to the President of the Swiss Confederation, to the Swiss Federal Government, to the Swiss Army, to the 
Swiss National Society, to the International Red Cross — in the two bodies, the League and the Inter
national Committee — to the Commission of the Centenary and all those who have contributed in making 
our stay fruitful, happy and memorable.

W e again affirm our strong belief in the ICRC, which enjoys world esteem and confidence, and we
re-dedicate ourselves to the support of its guiding principles and humanitarian endeavours and wish to
extend, on this historic occasion, our heartiest congratulations to President Leopold Boissier and his colla
borators and hope that those upon whom will fall the mantle in the coming century will be worthy of the 
100 years’ heritage in the service of humanity. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — W e are very grateful to Mrs. Saab for her touching words.
W e have now to make our decision on Mr. François-Poncet’s project.
The Chinese delegation wishes to speak.

Mr. LI SHOU PAO (Chinese Red Cross): — Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, first of all, let me say 
that the delegation of the Chinese Red Cross agrees with and supports the speech just made by the Cuban 
delegate. W e have studied the report on « The Red Cross as a factor for world peace » submitted by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to the Council of Delegates. W e have also studied the French 
draft resolution which supports that report. W e think that the French proposal needs further consideration.

In  considering the ICRC intervention, we think that two decisive factors must not be overlooked. First, 
the International Committee should always guard against being utilised to serve the political ends of a few 
great Powers. Secondly, the sovereignty of the country involved should always be respected.

The ICRC adopted a cautious attitude when its assistance was called upon during the Caribbean 
crisis. I t has stressed the four categorical requirements for intervention in major conflicts, including the 
requirem ent that the ICRC must first seek the agreement of all the interested parties before intervention 
is to be undertaken. I t has also expressed its insistence on the principle of non-interference in political 
matters. These are all very important and correct. If these aspects are not well handled, the prestige of 
the ICRC will not be enhanced, bu t will be impaired.

W e can understand that the ICRC intervened in the Caribbean crisis for humanitarian considerations, 
bu t the contents of the ICRC report and the French draft resolution deal with a new scope and role of 
Red Cross activities. It is, therefore, a very important problem. W e must take a very cautious and careful 
attitude towards it, and we are all aware that there are many different points of view, both inside and 
outside this Conference. It seems inappropriate to make quick decisions over this question. Thank you. 
(Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, sir. I now give the floor to the representative of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea. After this I shall call on the ICRC representative, since reference was made to the
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activities of this institution in the last speech. Thereafter I shall close the discussion and call the rappor
teur to the rostrum. There are therefore only two more speakers. I give the floor to the representative of 
the Red Cross in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

Mr. CHOI CHANG SEUK (Red Cross of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea) : — I should like 
to say that the statement made by the delegate of the Cuban Red Cross Society is an undeniable fact and 
real truth. That is why the delegation of the Red Cross Society of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea considers that it is not necessary to make further explanation concerning this item. The delegation 
of the Red Cross Society of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea fully supports the statement made 
by the Red Cross delegation of Cuba.

CHAIRMAN : — I give the floor to Mr. Freymond, member of the delegation from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross.

Mr. FREYMOND : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I would just like to repeat w hat I said at 
the beginning, namely that the ICRC has simply taken note with gratitude of the testimony which certain 
delegates — in particular Mr. François-Poncet — thought they should make and does not desire an excess 
of honours.

On the contrary, in the report which you have received, and this is also the observation just made by 
the Chinese Red Cross delegation, the ICRC was extremely cautious ; I would emphasise that, in the Cuba 
crisis, it was constantly repeated that there would be no action by the ICRC without the agreement of all 
parties. If you look at page 3 of the report, it is stated that :

« The ICRC replied that it was prepared to consider lending its good offices to the United Nations, 
quite exceptionally. But this acceptance of principle was subject to two preliminary requirements : that 
the three powers directly concerned (United States, USSR and Cuba) consent to the action it was requested 
to undertake, and that this action conform to Red Cross principles. »

It certainly appears that, in this respect, the ICRC observed the cautions imposed by the situation. 
I already stressed in my report that the ICRC sent one of its members to New York not with the purpose 
of negotiating, but to gather information. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Mr. Freymond. Does the author of the proposal, Mr. François-Poncet, 
wish to add anything ?

H. E. Mr. FRANÇOIS-PONCET (French Red Cross) : — I would firstly like to point out that the 
conflict threatened to take a dramatic turn. Do not lose from sight the point of departure. The situation 
was tragic, peace was in danger. The conflict opposed the Soviet Union and the United States, not the 
United States, USSR and Cuba. Cuba was, it might be said, another more general problem. The conflict 
concerning the inspection of ships sailing to Cuba concerned only Washington and Moscow.

W e have all heard the honourable delegate of the Cuban Red Cross and the speech of the honourable 
delegate from China. The latter was right in thinking that it is indeed a very important subject and that, 
in such matters, the ICRC should proceed very carefully. But we have also heard the position of the 
Council. I do not think the opposition of the Cuban Red Cross delegate is founded since it destroys itself 
by the argument on which it is based. We should simply recall the words of the Lebanese Red Cross 
delegate. We hope that a unanimous vote will sanction this resolution ; but I am not very surprised that 
it has raised objections. W hat I sincerely desire is that this assembly, by approving the ICRC and its 
attitude, prevents its being paralysed in other circumstances and enables it to accept other missions for world 
peace.

The ICRC holds world peace in its hands. A delegate to the Congress cannot say : « No, leave such
matters alone ». The subject we are dealing with is « The Red Cross, factor for world peace ». You have
before you the example of a case where the ICRC was a factor of world peace and where it can be said 
that, thanks to the Committee, the risk of a thermonuclear war was avoided. That is why I consider the 
ICRC merits our thanks, our compliments and our congratulations.

Today, we can be sure that, no m atter what happens, no m atter what is requested of it, the ICRC
will be able to reply « I am always there to save peace ». (Applause.)
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I forgot to add that I am in agreement with the amendment proposed by Mr. Freymond. He has 
somewhat modified the first text but the latter still remains valid.

CHAIRMAN : — Since, as he has just stated, Mr. François-Poncet accepts the two amendments 
proposed by the ICRC modifying the second paragraph, the resolution now reads :

R ESO LU TIO N  2

T he Council of D elegates,

a fte r having taken cognizance of the  conditions in  w hich  the  In ternational C om m ittee of the  Red Cross was 
invited  by the  U nited  N ations O rganisation, w ith  the  agreem ent of the  parties concerned, to intervene in the 
C uba incident,
considering it is desirable th a t the  C om m ittee respond to the call m ade upon it sim ultaneously by States in 
conflict to act as in term ediary  or assist in th e  p roper discharge of the obligations they  have undertaken , thus 
con tribu ting  to the m aintenance of peace,
approves the  action taken by the In ternational C om m ittee in the  C uba incident and  congratulates it for having 
accom plished th a t action.

I think we can put this resolution to the vote. Those who approve the proposal of the French Red 
Cross are requested to raise hands.

(The resolution is adopted by 49 votes, 4 against, with 4 abstentions.)
W e shall now pass on to resolution 3 of the Junior Red Cross.
You will doubtless remember my words to the effect that we would vote today without discussing the 

text submitted. We have before us a text proposed by the German Red Cross in the German Democratic 
Republic and another proposed by the Rumanian Red Cross.

I shall now briefly give the floor to the representatives of these two National Societies so that they 
can explain what they intend with these texts.

Mr. MOISESCU (Rumanian Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, in complete agree
ment with the Chinese representative we have re-drafted our text ; this also meets the opinion of represen
tatives from other organisations consulted.

However, since then — in particular this morning — we have had further discussion with delegates 
introducing another point of view. Finally, we made further changes and eliminated one paragraph, so that 
our text is slightly different.

Allow me first of all to read the final text :

RESO LU TIO N  3

T he Council of Delegates,

having taken no te  of resolution 1572, adop ted  a t the  XVth Session of the  G eneral Assembly of the  U nited  Nations, 
w hich recom m ended non-governm ental organisations to undertake effective m easures w ith the  object of prom oting 
free and  unrestric ted  exchange of ideas and opinions am ong youth  on an international scale for the  purpose of 
fostering the  ideals of peace, m utual respect and understand ing  am ongst the  peoples,
having taken note of the conclusions contained in the report subm itted  to the  Junior Red Cross Commission on
the im portant subject of « Responsibility of the  R ed Cross for E du ca tin g  Youth in H um anitarian  Ideals »,

1. confirm s th a t the  fostering am ong youth  of the  ideals of peace, m utual respect and  understand ing  am ongst 
the peoples is an  intrinsic du ty  of the  R ed Cross,

2. recom m ends N ational Societies to continue taking all the  appropria te  m easures w ith a  view  to contributing
effectively to the  dissem ination of these ideals am ong th e  youth  of the  w hole world.

As you can see, we have only eliminated one paragraph and, apart from this, the text remains unaltered. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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CHAIRMAN : — We note the modification suggested by the Rumanian Red Cross.
Lady Limerick wishes to say a few words about this proposal.
It should be understood that we are not opening a debate.

LADY LIM ERICK (British Red Cross) : — I merely wanted to support the amended resolution proposed 
by the Rumanian delegation, with which my delegation is in agreement, and, at the same time, I wish to 
w ithdraw the amendment which I proposed yesterday, for which I have Mrs. Barry’s approval for w ith
drawal as she was good enough to second it. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — We note Lady Limerick’s declaration. I give the floor to Dr. Ludwig, of the German 
Democratic Republic delegation.

Dr. LUDW IG (German Red Cross in the German Democratic Republic) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and 
gentlemen, we agree to withdraw our draft amendment. W e entirely approve the contents of the amend
m ent by the Rumanian Red Cross which is in line w ith our own idea.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — We now have just one text which was read to you by the representative of the 
Rumanian Red Cross delegation, who eliminated a paragraph from the text distributed to you.

I trust that everyone understands that we are now dealing with the Rumanian text without the second 
paragraph.

Does anyone wish for further explanation ?
Eeverybody will vote with full knowledge of the case ?
I put the text to the vote.
Those in favour of the Rumanian Red Cross proposal are requested to raise hands.
The resolution is adopted by 56 votes in favour, with 1 abstention.
We shall continue with the agenda.
I now give the floor to Mr. van Emden, Director General of the Netherlands Red Cross who, as 

Chairman of the Finance Commission for the ICRC, will read an appeal which requires no discussion.

12. A PPEA L O F  T H E  FIN A N C E  CO M M ISSIO N  FO R  T H E  IC R C

Mr. VAN EM DEN (Netherlands Red Cross, Chairman of the Finance Commission for the ICRC): — 
The Commission for the Financing of the International Committee of the Red Cross held its annual session 
on August 27, 1963, at Geneva. After having noted the contributions paid to date to the International 
Committee by National Societies as well as by the Governments, the members of the Commission considered 
that it was their duty to address the following message to the Council of Delegates :

« The contributions from the National Societies and from the Governments are not sufficient to 
cover the present needs of the International Committee of the Red Cross. The Commission for 
the Financing of the International Committee of the Red Cross, whilst expressing its gratitude to 
the National Societies for their efforts in favour of the Committee’s financial campaigns, addresses 
an urgent appeal for these efforts to be continued and developed without respite.
» The Commission, referring to the IXth Resolution of the XlXth International Conference of the 
Red Cross at New Delhi, in 1957, earnestly request each National Society, on the one hand, 
regularly to remit an annual voluntary contribution to the Committee and, on the other hand, to 
give its full and unremitting support with the competent authorities to the annual financial 
appeals addressed by the International Committee of the Red Cross to its Government by virtue 
of the XIth Resolution of the Diplomatic Conference of 1949 at Geneva. »

I do not believe that it is necessary for me to add anything to the appeal which I have just read. The 
Commission can only express its sincere hope that the representatives of the National Societies here present 
will give every attention to this appeal, for which the Commission thanks them in advance.
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CHAIRMAN : — I thank Mr. van Emden for reading his appeal.
I regret to have made one omission ; I forgot to ask the Council of Delegates to give a decision on

the entire report of the Junior Red Cross Commission.
I think that now the amendment has been accepted, all the others in the resolution will be so also,

together with the entire report — with acclamation.
Is this your wish ? (Applause.)
The report of the Junior Red Cross Commission is adopted with acclamation.
I now give the floor to Professor von Albertini, President of the Swiss Red Cross, for a communication 

regarding the Henry Dunant Institute.

PROFESSOR VON ALBERTINI (President of the Swiss Red Cross) : — Mr. Chairman, ladies and 
gentlemen. You will certainly recall the words of the President of the Swiss Confederation, during the 
formal ceremony at the Grand Théâtre on the first day of the Congress. He informed us that the Federal 
Council proposed making available a building intended, firstly, for the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, to house its central tracing agency, and secondly to house the future Henry Dunant Institute.

Allow me to give you briefly a few details on this generous action by our federal government.
These are two entirely separate gifts, although the buildings will be constructed on the same site 

within the territory of the Canton of Geneva.
The Swiss government will present the International Committee of the Red Cross with a new building 

to house its central prisoner—of—war agency, whose premises will be more extensive than the present ones. 
The gift will also be made of a building designed to house the International Red Cross institute. This gift 
will be bestowed, not on the International Committee of the Red Cross, but on the International Red Cross.

In honour of the founder of our movement, the institute will bear the title of Henry Dunant Institute. 
The Red Cross will be represented by the three Red Cross institutions which have their headquarters in 
Switzerland : the International Committee of the Red Cross, the League of Red Cross Societies, and the 
Swiss Red Cross. Legally this Institute will be set up either as an Association or a Foundation.

The idea of setting up a central Red Cross institute in Geneva was expressed on several occasions. 
However, a special event was necessary for it to become reality. This was provided by the commemoration 
of the Red Cross Centenary. The proposal to establish in Geneva, the cradle of the Red Cross, a cultural 
centre promoting the development of the Red Cross ideal on international level, was given favourable con
sideration in Switzerland during the preparatory work for the Centenary. During this period which 
extended over nearly three years, the three institutions of the Red Cross worked in close co-operation, 
after having set up a Centenary Commission. This co-operation was carried out in a most cordial and 
friendly atmosphere, infused with the best Red Cross spirit. We really became « tu tti fratelli » and I trust 
that this friendship will be lasting and constitute the link uniting our three Red Cross organisations, pro
moting mutual comprehension and co-operation in the best Red Cross spirit.

The creation of an institute belonging to the Red Cross will be a lasting souvenir of the Centenary 
commemoration. Its chief aim will be to promote the Red Cross ideal, as well as to preserve the symbolic 
flame lit by these manifestations. W e hope that this future Henry Dunant Institute will become an inter
national Red Cross centre with various purposes. In particular it could house the Standing Commission 
of the Red Cross, conferences on Red Cross themes and theoretical, practical or administrative discussions. 
It will be a place of visit for all those who come to Geneva to make historical surveys or other studies in 
the field of Red Cross. It will be the place to receive visitors to Geneva who wish to see the Red Cross 
and imbibe its spirit in all freedom.

To achieve the purposes ascribed to it, the Institute will have the following tasks, for which the 
necessary premises will be available :

1. organisation of conferences and lectures, reception of various personalities ;

2. availability of means for obtaining fundamental knowledge of the Red Cross in general, either in the
form of lectures, or by the study of documents, etc. ;

3. whilst the institute is not intended to function as a boarding house or hotel, it could nevertheless be
planned in such a way as to accommodate visitors ; this refers especially to those undertaking research.
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In other words, the Henry Dunant Institute will be a centre of humanitarian culture in relation to 
Red Cross.

To this end, it should possess the following :

a) a good library with works on all fields of Red Cross, a collection of historical documents on the Red 
Cross ; these would be taken mostly from the Centenary exhibition ;

b) sufficient space for all kinds of discussions, studies and scientific research ;

c) to achieve its main purpose, the institute should be run by a competent director who is a Red Cross
man, versed in questions of culture, history and humanitarian law ; I do not doubt that it will be 
possible to find the person able to carry out this task ; the director should be assisted by a staff and 
an administrator to assume this side of operating the institute.

As regards financing the construction, I am able to inform you that this will soon be covered. The 
proposal of the Federal Council has not yet been ratified by the Federal Chambers ; we hope that the 
latter will make their decision during December next and that their attitude will be favourable.

During the Centenary collection organised this year in Switzerland, several firms in the Swiss chemical 
industry gave us special donations for the creation of a Henry Dunant Institute. These contributions 
amount to 225,000.— Swiss francs.

Operating expenses are not yet covered and the funds are still to be found. However, it is impossible
to take any steps in this respect before the operational budget has been set up. To do this, it will be
necessary to define the exact programme of work which we intend to assign to this institute.

Ladies and gentlemen, to conclude I would like to express, on your behalf also, our warm gratitude 
to the President of the Swiss Confederation and Federal Council for the efficient assistance which we are 
to receive. I would also like to thank the Head of the Political Departm ent for the special interest he has 
taken from the beginning in our plans to construct a Henry Dunant Institute. My thanks also go to the 
Swiss industries who sent us generous contributions.

Ladies and gentlemen, on behalf of the three Red Cross organisations in Switzerland and the meeting 
of vice-chairmen of the League, I ask you to give your consent to the fulfilment of our project to erect 
this Henry Dunant Institute in Geneva, with the principal aim of gathering in the same temple all the 
friends of the Red Cross. It will be a temple erected to the glory of our movement, of the International 
Red Cross and of its founder, Henry Dunant. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Thank you, Professor von Albertini.
His statement does not call for discussion.
However, the American Red Cross has asked for this opportunity to express its sympathy and fidelity. 
W ould Miss Hickey please come to the rostrum ?
I would like to welcome the presence here of Mr. Spinelli, Director of the European Office of the 

United Nations, of Dr. Dorolle, assistant director of the World Health Organisation, and of a representative 
from the Republic and Canton of Geneva.

We have to thank these authorities for having permitted us to assemble in this hall. Our gratitude 
will be expressed in due time. (Applause.)

MISS HICKEY (American Red Cross) : — Mr. President and Red Cross colleagues. The American Red 
Cross is deeply grateful for the work of the Centenary Commission. W e are especially appreciative of the 
manner in which the planning has been developed so that the National Societies could share in this great 
commemorative year.

In honour of the Centenary, we would like to present this original Centenary flag to the International 
Red Cross to be retained in the Henry Dunant Institute. You will want to know that the flag was made 
by volunteers in Queen’s, in Greater New York Chapter of the American National Red Cross, especially for 
this occasion. It is a great privilege, Mr. President, to present this flag to you on the occasion of this 
historic meeting. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I suggest that this flag be received by the chairmen of the League, the Swiss Red 
Cross and the ICRC (the three presidents come up to receive the flag from Mr. Krakow and Miss Hickey, 
of the American Red Cross).
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You see before you, ladies and gentlemen, the heads of the three institutions who will put into operation 
the Henry Dunant Institute and who thank the American Red Cross. (Applause.)

Mr. JOHN A. MACAULAY (Chairman of the League) : — On behalf of the League, I am very happy 
to accept this gift. It will repose in the Henry Dunant Institute.

PROFESSOR VON ALBERTINI (President of the Swiss Red Cross) : — I should like to express the 
thanks of the Swiss Red Cross.

(The three Presidents return to their seats.)

CHAIRMAN : — We have now arrived at the last item on our agenda :

13. R E PO R T  O F  T H E  ST A N D IN G  CO M M ISSIO N  O F  T H E  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  R ED  CROSS

This will be presented by Mr. François-Poncet, Chairman of the Commission.
Would Mr. François-Poncet kindly come to the rostrum ?

H. E. Mr. FRANÇOIS-PONCET (French Red Cross) : — I am sorry to keep your attention a while 
longer to present a report on the work of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross since our 
last meeting.

The Standing Commission has not had many problems since its last meeting during the Council of 
Delegates in Prague, in October, 1961, on the occasion of the XXVIth session of the Board of Governors 
of the League of Red Cross Societies.

The Standing Commission met on only two occasions : once in September, 1962, in Geneva, in concur
rence with the session of the League’s Executive Committee, and secondly this year during this Congress.

However, the three presidents met twice in Geneva, on the 9th April, 1962, and the 26th April, 1963.
The chief question which the Standing Commission has had to deal with was that of the XXth Inter

national Conference of the Red Cross. It was envisaged in New Delhi in 1957 that the next International 
Conference of the Red Cross would be held at Geneva in 1963.

In this respect, the Standing Commission tried to established whether the problem at the root of the 
difficulties, of which you are aware, and which occured during the conferences in Toronto and New Delhi 
was not likely to produce further incidents in Geneva in 1963. Such incidents, liable to cast a lasting 
shadow on the universality, cohesion and solidarity of the Red Cross, would have been all the more 
regrettable since, had they arisen, they would have disturbed the events organised this year to celebrate, 
in Geneva and all over the world, the Centenary of the Red Cross. The Standing Commission did not 
omit to enquire whether the frame of mind had become more serene since 1957 and whether there was 
any real chance that the question which gave us so much trouble in the past would not occur again.

Unfortunately, the Standing Commission obtained no reassurance in this regard. On the contrary, the 
letters it received proved that the conflict was no less acute. In these circumstances, after much reflexion 
and having weighed the consequences of its action, the Commission thought it its duty to delay for two 
years the conference which had originally been expected for 1963. This decision is in conformity with 
article 10 of the statutes of the International Red Cross, which specifies that the Standing Commission 
shall fix the date of the International Conference or select the place of meeting, should this be necessary 
through exceptional circumstances. The decision was made unanimously by the members of the Standing 
Commission which includes two representatives of the ICRC, two representatives of the League and five 
representatives of National Societies chosen not according to the nationality of their Societies but, as the 
Latin has it : « intuitu personae » — in virtue of their personality and their well known devotion to the 
higher interests of the Red Cross.

The Standing Commission was all the more inclined to postpone the meeting of the XXth International 
Conference, since it appeared that there were no subjects for the agenda of this conference which govern
ments could not examine at a later date. Consequently, it was decided to hold, in 1963, simply a session
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of the Council of Delegates, a Congress rather than an International Conference. This decision was com
municated to all concerned by letter at the end of October, 1962. Up to the present, experience has shown 
that the idea of the Standing Commission was not a bad one, since the celebration of the Red Cross 
Centenary has passed without any incidents, in a desirable atmosphere of unity and agreement.

After this, it was necessary to decide where the XXth International Conference would be held in 1965. 
In conformity with the agreement of the three Presidents on the 26th April, 1963, I wrote to all National 
Societies in June to ask who would be willing to offer hospitality to the XXth International Conference of 
the Red Cross.

We received many replies. I express by gratitude to some 20 National Societies who, whilst confirming 
receipt of this notification, stated their regret at being unable to welcome the Conference. Four others 
asked for information on the liabilities they would have to assume if the Conference were to be held in 
their country.

A reply was sent to them but, up to present, they have not followed up their enquiry.
Finally, 7 National Societies offered to receive the Conference ; in alphabetical order they are : Aus

tralia, Austria, China, Ethiopia, Finland, Ireland and Turkey.
The Societies which offered to welcome the XXth Conference are aware of what their obligations 

would be, what woidd be their nature and bearing. They deserve our warm thanks.
The Standing Commission took note of these candidatures at its meeting of the 26th August, and they 

were given close study at the second meeting of the Standing Commission, held for this purpose on Sunday, 
8th September. In all conscience the Commission carefully weighed the pros and cons of each of the cities 
proposed and each of which had its supporters.

Finally, preference was given to the proposal of the Austrian Red Cross.
One of the arguments which weighed in favour of this decision was that there are only two years to go 

before the Conference, and such a short time would hardly be sufficient to enable us to go into details and 
solve the problems which would be raised by holding the International Conference in countries far distant 
from the headquarters of the International organisations.

Thus the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross will be held in 1965 in Vienna. The exact 
date will be fixed later.

We trust that those cities which have not been chosen will not hold this against the judges. There is 
always the future.

In conclusion I express the wish that the next International Conference will carry out its work in the 
same atmosphere of co-operation and friendship as the Centenary Congress in Geneva.

Finally I would like to say a word about the plan to create a Henry Dunant medal, put forward by the 
Australian Red Cross. I recall that this proposal was made to the Standing Commission which passed it on 
to the Council of Delegates. The latter approved the principle of creating a Henry Dunant medal, and 
requested the Standing Commission to study the conditions in which this medal would be awarded and 
make draft regulations for its award. The Standing Commission will present a report on the subject to the 
next International Conference of the Red Cross. Indeed, it is for this latter body to have the last word on 
the subject since it is formed of all the groups which, in two words, we call the Red Cross. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — I thank the Chairman of the Standing Commission for his report which is purely 
informational and requires no discussion.

Mr. Beer wishes to read to you a message from the Austrian Red Cross.

Mr. BEER : — Unfortunately the Austrian Red Cross is no longer with us today.
Before leaving, the delegation left with me a message to be thrown away if its candidature were not 

accepted or to be read out if its candidature were accepted.
It states that the Austrian Red Cross is happy with the decision of the Standing Commission and will 

do its utmost, with the support of the Austrian government, to provide a welcome worthy of the Red Cross 
to all National Societies, governments, the ICRC and the League.

The Austrian Red Cross thanks the Standing Commission for the trust placed in it. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — Ladies and gentlemen, we have come to the end of our agenda.
The only speakers now left are your Chairman and Lady Limerick who will speak on behalf of all 

delegates.
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Ladies and gentlemen, we have finished our work and the Red Cross Centenary Congress is therefore 
at an end.

The Centenary gave rise to many manifestations of the vitality and development of our institution : 
seminars, meetings, lectures, meetings of teachers, nurses, first aiders, the session of the Board of Governors 
and the Council of Delegates, the formal ceremony of September 1st and the exhibition devoted to the many 
aspects of our work, not to mention the associations which took part in the procession, the faithful servants 
of our movement who came from so many countries to take part in our debates in a spirit of fraternity and 
trust.

We have learnt much and made new friends. W hilst they do not carry the weight of those made by a 
plenary Conference, our decisions nevertheless represent more progress and new work on the path full of 
promise which we follow.

National Societies have made closer the links between themselves and with the League and ICRC.
The immemorable excursion to the Bernese alps showed us how much has been done in providing 

relief to war victims, thanks to the Geneva Conventions, from the soldier abandoned on the battlefield of 
Solferino to the wounded lying among rocks and ice who are saved by their comrades at the risk of their 
lives. How much progress has been accomplished, how much charity put to work !

Many of you, even the oldest of its servants, never imagined — despite your devotion and admiration 
for our work — the place which the Red Cross henceforth occupies in the world. Thus, this Centenary has 
been for us men and women of the Red Cross a true revelation which has greatly moved us.

We shall leave Geneva different from what we were when we arrived. We shall feel stronger, more 
courageous, prepared to undertake new tasks. The doors of this building will open on to a brilliant future ; 
we shall go through them into a life which we hope will be better for us and especially for those to whom 
we bring our help. (Applause.)

I give the floor to Lady Limerick — there could be no better spokesman for your feelings (Applause.)

LADY LIM ERICK (British Red Cross) : — Mr. President and fellow delegates. No words of mine 
could be adequate to express the gratitude of every delegate present, and of our National Societies, to all 
those who have contributed to the outstanding success of this great Centenary Congress.

W e must all be very conscious of the immense amount of hard work falling upon the officials of the 
Centenary Commission and their staff, and we do not forget the back-room boys who have worked anony
mously behind the scenes but whose contribution is none the less appreciated even though we have not 
seen them. Nothing has been left undone which could have contributed to the comfort and well-being of 
the delegates, and the interesting programme arranged for us will leave an indelible memory.

Above all, those of us who have been privileged to take part in this Centenary Congress — which is, 
indeed, the most important landmark in our Red Cross history — will return to our respective countries 
with renewed enthusiasm and a strengthened sense of purpose to carry out the increasingly important tasks 
to which the Red Cross has set its hand at the beginning of its second century of international service to 
humanity.

Those of us who have attended many international conferences will echo the sentiments expressed by 
General Gruenther yesterday that this Congress has proved more than any other the sense of unity which 
characterizes the Red Cross. No controversy has overshadowed our discussions, which have been carried
out in a spirit of harmony, co-operation and good will. It is with this in mind that we extend our warmest
thanks to all those who have contributed to the outstanding success of the Conference.

I have the honour to propose the following resolution :

RESO LU TIO N  25

T he Council of D elegates, in the  nam e of th e  C entenar)' Congress of the In ternational R ed Cross, m eeting  in 
G eneva from  A ugust 28 th  to Septem ber 10th, 1963,
desires to express its deep  g ratitude to the  Swiss Federal Council for all the help  w hich it has given to the 
organisation of th e  Congress, for its num erous and valuable services and, in particular, for the  presence of its 
president, M r. W illy Spiihler, on the  occasion of the  R ed Cross C entenary  D ay and  for the  dem onstrations carried 
ou t on Septem ber 7 th  by the  Swiss Army M edical Services ;
thanks the  President of the  In ternational C om m ittee of the Red Cross, M. Boissier ; the  President of the  League
of R ed Cross Societies, Mr. M acAulay ; the  President of the  Swiss R ed Cross, Dr. von A lbertini ; and all their
staff, for organising such a successful Congress ;
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asks the  cantonal and  m unicipal authorities in G eneva to accep t its w arm  apprecia tion  for the  m aterial and financial 
help  given to the  Congress as well as for their generous hospitality  ;
expresses its appreciation  to the  Secretary-G eneral of the  U nited  Nations for having p u t the  Palais des Nations and 
its installations a t its disposal ;
thanks the  families in G eneva w ho have w elcom ed so w arm ly the  delegates and  those accom panying them  ;
expresses its special appreciation  to M. Boissier and to M r. M acAulay for the  skilful and  courteous w ay in w hich
they have presided over the m eetings ;
desires, in conclusion, to express its deep g ra titude  to all the individuals and  organisations w ho have con tribu ted
to the  outstand ing  success of the  Congress.

I have the honour to move this resolution. (Applause.)

CHAIRMAN : — You have heard the proposal of Lady Limerick. Your applause shows that it is 
unanimously adopted. (Applause.)

I declare the Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross closed. 12.55 p.m.
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RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

I

Reports of the International Committee, the League and National Societies

The Council of Delegates,

having with deep satisfaction taken note of the Reports submitted on the occasion of the Centenary of 
the Red Cross,

thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross, the League and each National Society for the 
humanitarian work which they have accomplished since their foundation and which to the honour of the 
Red Cross Movement has greatly expanded in recent years.

II

Relief actions on behalf of the victims of natural disasters

The Council of Delegates,

notes with satisfaction the increasing role of the National Societies in relief actions undertaken on 
behalf of victims of natural disasters ;

congratulates the National Societies and the League of Red Cross Societies for their activities in this 
field ;

reaffirms that it is the vocation of the Red Cross to come to the help of all who are afflicted by these 
disasters ;

recalls the role played by the League as a co-ordinating institution of International relief actions ;
invites the National Societies to make this role better known both to government authorities and the 

general public.

I l l

Henry Dunant Medal

The Council of Delegates approves in principle the creation of a Henry Dunant medal as a reward
for exceptional services rendered on a national and international level to the Red Cross.

It instructs the Standing Commission to study the conditions under which the medal shall be awarded.
The Standing Commission will make its report to the next international Red Cross Conference.
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IV

Implementation and Dissemination of the Geneva Conventions

The Council of Delegates,

whereas by virtue of articles 47 to 49 of the First Geneva Convention of August 12, 1949 ; of articles 48 
to 50 of the Second Convention ; of articles 127 to 129 of the Third Convention and 144 to 146 of the Fourth 
Convention, the Contracting Parties have undertaken :

a) to give the text thereof the widest possible dissemination in their respective countries, both in time 
of peace and war, and in particular to incorporate the study of the text in their programmes of military 
and, if possible, also civil instruction, in order that these principles may be made known to the popu
lation as a whole ;

b) to communicate to one another, trough the intermediary of the Swiss Federal Council and, during 
hostilities, trough the intermediary of the Protecting Powers, the official translations of these Conven
tions, as well as the laws and regulations adopted to ensure implementation ;

c) to take the necessary legislative measures for the repression of serious infringements of these Conven
tions ;

whereas the application of these articles is the basis of a general and complete implementation of 
these Conventions, the Council of Delegates, after having earnestly deliberated on the m atter in Geneva, 
in September 1963 again calls the attention of National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun 
Societies, whose Governments have not yet discharged their obligations, to the humanitarian importance 
of the question :

requests these Societies to approach their Governments with a view to the early and effective imple
mentation of the aforesaid articles ;

proposes the inscription here and now of this question on the agenda of the next International Confe
rence of the Red Cross, to which these National Societies will submit a report on the steps taken as regards 
this present Resolution.

V

Application of the Geneva Conventions by the United Nations Forces

The Council of Delegates,

considering that the States which are parties to the Geneva Conventions have undertaken to respect 
and to ensure the respect of these Conventions ;

considering that it is necessary that the United Nations Emergency Forces shall observe and be pro
tected by these Geneva Conventions ;

expresses its appreciation for the efforts already made by the United Nations to that effect and 
recommends :

a) that the United Nations be invited to adopt a solemn declaration accepting that the Geneva Conven
tions equally apply to their Emergency Forces as they apply to the forces of States parties to the said 
Conventions ;
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b) that the Governments of countries providing contingents to the United Nations should as a m atter of 
prime importance give them before departure from their country of origin adequate instructions on
the Geneva Conventions as well as orders to comply with them ;

c) that the Authorities responsible for these contingents should agree to take all necessary measures to
prevent and repress any infringements of the said Conventions.

VI

Repression of Violations of the Geneva Conventions

The Council of Delegates,

recommends that the International Committee of the Red Cross collects information on legislation 
introduced in all countries to repress violations of the Geneva Conventions, and that it submits a report 
on the subject to the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross.

VII

Status of Personnel of Civil Defence Services

The Council of Delegates,

referring to resolution 4 relative to the participation of National Red Cross Societies in Civil Protection, 
which was adopted by the Council of Delegates assembled in Prague in the autumn of 1961,

having studied the report presented by the International Committee of the Red Cross to the Council 
of Delegates concerning the Status of personnel of Civil Protection Services,

a) notes with satisfaction the intention of the International Committee of the Red Cross, if it obtains 
such governmental support as it deems necessary, to draw up, in consultation with experts provided 
by the interested Governments and National Red Cross Societies, draft international rules defining the 
Status of personnel, equipment and installations of civil protection organisations in the event of armed 
conflict ;

b) expresses the wish that these draft rules, if drawn up, be submitted to the XXth International Confe
rence of the Red Cross ;

c) hopes the National Societies will support the efforts of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and draw the attention of their Governments to this proposal which aims at strengthening appreciably 
the protection of war-victims, unceasingly advocated by the Red Cross.

VIII

Protection of Civil Medical and Nursing Personnel

The Council of Delegates,

having taken note of the Draft Rules for the Protection of the W ounded and Sick and Civil Medical 
and Nursing Personnel in time of conflict submitted by the International Committee of the Red Cross,
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invites the International Committee of the Red Cross to pursue the study of the problem, if possible 
with the help of Government experts, and present a Report to the next International Conference of the 
Red Cross.

IX

Protection of Victims of Non-International Conflicts

The Council of Delegates,

having taken note of the Report of the Commission of Experts for the study of the question of aid to
the victims of internal conflicts, which sat from October 25 to 30, 1962,

requests the International Committee of the Red Cross to continue its action with a view to extending
the hum anitarian aid of the Red Cross to the victims of non-international conflicts,

recommends National Societies to support these efforts in their respective countries in conformity with 
the Red Cross Principles.

X

Use of the Emblems of the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun

The Council of Delegates,

having taken cognizance of the D raft Regulation presented by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross on the use of the emblems of the red cross, of the red crescent and of the red lion and sun by 
National Societies,

accepts this Draft as amended,
invites the International Committee to submit it to the next International Conference of the Red Cross, 

for final approval,
invites the National Societies, as a trial measure, to give immediate consideration, as far as possible, 

to ensuring its full and proper implementation.

R E G U L A T IO N  ON T H E  EM PL O Y M E N T  O F  T H E  E M B L EM  O F T H E  R E D  CROSS, O F  T H E  R E D  C R E SC E N T , AND
O F T H E  R ED  L IO N  A N D  SUN BY T H E  N A TIO N A L SO C IE T IE S

Preamble. — In  its 1949 version, the  G eneva C onvention for the am elioration of the  condition of th e  w ounded  in armies
in the  field, distinguishes for the  first tim e in its article  44 the  two d ifferen t uses of the  red  cross em blem . On the one
hand  is tire protective sign, w hich is th e  visible m anifestation  of the protection  conferred  by  the  C onvention on certain  
persons and  objects nam ely, essentially those w hich  belong to the  Arm y M edical Service, and, on th e  o ther hand , is the 
purely  indicatory sign, w hich indicates th a t a person or an  object is connected  w ith  the  N ational Society, b u t w ithout their 
being p laced un d er tire protection of the  Convention. Article 44 also determ ines in a  general m anner the  legitim ate uses 
of the  em blem  in its two m eanings.

T he present regulation defines the various m ethods of em ploym ent of the sign by  th e  N ational Societies and their m em 
bers, in the  ligh t of the  provisions of international law  and  also of the  essential rules of the  institution. I t  starts w ith  several 
general principles w hich should enable cases w hich have no t been expressly foreseen to be  resolved.
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PRINCIPLES

1. T he signs of the  red  cross, of the  red  crescent and  of the red  lion and  sun 1 on a w hite ground are essentially m eant 
to p rotect, in tim es of conflict, persons, buildings, vehicles and  m aterial d ep enden t on the Army M edical Service. In this 
case, they  w ill alw ays be  of the  largest possible size in  relation to the  object to be covered, so th a t they m ay be plainly 
visible, especially to a ircraft and  can be  d isplayed on the  roofs of buildings, as well as w orn on armlets.

T he N ational Societies do no t have the  right, as such, to the  protective em blem  s. In  principle, only persons, buildings, 
vehicles and  equipm en t p laced  by them  a t the  disposal of th e  Arm y M edical Service in tim e of w ar can cover them selves 
w ith  this em blem  according to m ethods laid  dow n by  the m ilitary authorities.

2. N ational Societies can freely use the  red  cross em blem  in tim e of peace in accordance w ith  national legislation.
In  tim e of w ar, they  can continue to use the  sign, b u t in conditions such th a t persons and objects upon w hich it figures do 
n o t app ear as persons or objects p ro tected  by the  Convention. T he sign, in particu lar, should be  of relatively small d im en
sions and  cannot b e  affixed on an arm let o r on a roof o f a building.

In  o rder to avoid having to a lte r signs a lready thus in  use, so as to p reven t any m isunderstanding and  to accustom
their m em bers to the  correct use of the  em blem , N ational Societies a re  invited only to em ploy for their activities in tim e
of peace signs a lready com plying w ith  the  requisite  conditions as above in tim e of w ar. T he em blem  will therefore always
be of small dim ensions in relation to the object to be  designated . I t  w ill no t appear on a roof. T he w earing  of the red 
cross arm let, w ich is exclusively a « protective » sign, is no t considered as advisable.

3. N ational Societies cannot carry ou t their activities un d er the  cover of the  em blem  unless these are « in conform ity 
w ith  the  principles laid  dow n by  the  In ternational R ed Cross C onferences >. T hese principles give to the  institution its aims
and  its raison d ’ê tre  and  are  th e  basis for its specific action ; voluntary assistance to the  suffering, to the  victims d irec t and
indirect of conflicts, of national and  social disasters.

N ational Societies will therefore refrain, as a general rule, from  displaying the  red  cross em blem  w hilst carrying out 
activities w hich do no t fully comply w ith  these principles an d  w hich only have a m ost tenuous connection w ith  its proper 
duties and  essential m ission : w ork of a patrio tic  na ture , the  organization of w elfare for certain  categories of civilians or m ilitary
personnel, the  teaching of sport or dom estic econom y, activities for gainful ends, etc...

4. T he « protective  » sign should always b e  d isplayed in its original form  w ithou t alteration  or addition. T he so-called 
G reek cross should p referab ly  b e  used w ith  four equal branches form ed of one vertical and  one horizontal transversal arm, 
intersecting  in the  centre and  no t touching the  edges of the  flag  or shield ; there is no lim it on the  length  and  the  w id th  of 
these branches. W hilst the  shade of red  is no t fixed, the  ground, on the  o ther hand , will always be  w hite. T here  is no 
lim it e ither on the  dimensions, th e  form  or the  d irection of the  crescent.

5. T he « indicatory  » sign will as fa r as possible be  fram ed by  or under-inscribed w ith  the  Society’s nam e or initials, no
draw ing, em blem  or inscription being  d isplayed on the  cross o r the  crescent itself. T he N ational Society can, if it so desires,
determ ine the  dim ensions and  the  proportions of the  em blem  used in  each case.

6. T he N ational Society establishes the  conditions o f use of its em blem .
No person shall w ear the Society’s em blem  un d er any form  w hatsoever w ithout being  the  holder of a relevant docu

m ent : m em bership card, d u ty  order, etc.
Similarly, w hen the  Society has th e  em blem  affixed on buildings, offices o r vehicles w hich belong to it or w hich it 

uses, it w ill also deliver the  justifying docum ents.

RULES

A. Use of th e  indicatory  sign

I. PERSONS

1. Active members

If they wear a uniform, active members can display the emblem of the Society surrounded by or under-inscribed with
its name or initials on the collar, chest, arm or shoulder or on the head-dress.

In civilian clothes, active members can wear the badge of the Society in the form of a button, broach, pocketbadge
or tie. This badge will comprise the name of the Society surrounding or under-inscribing the emblem.

2. Non-active or auxiliary members

Non-active or auxiliary 3 members can wear the emblem of the Society in the button-hole or in the form of a button, 
broach, pocketbadge or tie and bearing its name or initials. As a general rule this badge will differ from that of active 
members and be smaller.

i For simplification, m ention will henceforth only be m ade of the re d  cross, bu t it goes w ithout saying th a t all th a t will be said about it applies 
equally to the red crescent and the red lion and sun.

i  T he International Red Cross organizations and  their duly authoriz ed personnel have the right to make use of the emblem « a t all times », by 
virtue of article 44 , paragraph 3.

» C ertain N ational Societies do not recognise this category of members.
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3. Members of the Junior Red Cross

If these m em bers w ear a uniform , the  red  cross sign surrounded by the w ords < Junior R ed Cross » o r the  initials JR C  
m ay figure on the collar, the  chest, arm  or shoulder, o r also on the  head-dress. In  civilian clothes these m em bers may 
display the Junior Red Cross b u tton  or broach.

4. First-Aid workers trained by National Societies

Persons who are non-m em bers b u t qualified, such as first-aid  workers or rescuers who have been  trained  by th e  N ational 
Society or w ho have undergone exam inations d irec ted  by  it, m ay, w ith  the  agreem ent of th e  Society w ear a b adge  in th e  form 
of a  broach or in the buttonhole, w hich will d raw  the a tten tion  of the pub lic  to them . T he Society w ill how ever m aintain  
control over th e  w earing of this badge, w hich w ill be w ithd raw n  should the  person concerned cease from  serving in  such 
a capacity  or if h e  does no t regularly  a tten d  refresher courses or classes o f instruction.

5. Members of affiliated Societies

W ith  the agreem ent of the  Authorities, the  N ational Society m ay authorize ano ther Society, pursu ing  the  sam e or sim ilar 
ends as itself, and  w hich is affiliated  to it, to g ran t to its m em bers, w hile carrying on their hum anitarian  duties and  w hilst 
they are in  uniform , the  righ t to display the  red  cross em blem  un d er the  sam e conditions as m em bers of the  N ational 
Society, as defined in article  I above. T he nam e or the  initials of the  Society thus authorized  should be show n on th e  un i
form , b u t separate  from  the red cross em blem  w hich, as a  general rule, should be  d ifferen t from  th a t of the N ational Society. 
Such authorization  cannot be  g ran ted  unless the  affiliated  Society rem ains entirely  un d er the  control and  the  au thority  of the 
N ational Society.

II. B U IL D IN G S

6. Buildings entirely utilized

The nam e and  em blem  of the Society m ay b e  displayed on buildings entirely  utilized  b y  th e  Society, w hether they 
belong to it or not. T he em blem , w hich will be rem ovable, w ill be  of relatively sm all dimensions. I t  can be show n on a 
board  or a  flag, b u t no t on a roof.

7. Buildings partially utilized

W hen a  bu ild ing  is only partially  occupied  by the  N ational Society, its em blem  can only b e  d isplayed on th e  offices
w hich it occupies and  un d er the  conditions as laid  dow n in the  p reced ing  article.
8. Buildings belonging to but not utilized by the Society

A N ational Society m ay display its nam e b u t no t its em blem  on buildings or offices w hich are its ow n p roperty  and
w hich it rents or lends to th ird  parties.

III . V E H IC L E S

9. Vehicles belonging to the Society

Vehicles, especially am bulances, belonging to the N ational Society and  u tilized  by its m em bers or em ployees m ay display 
the  nam e and  em blem  of th e  Society. T he em blem  shall be  small in size and  cannot be  show n on a  flag. Such authoriza
tion is also valid  in tim e of war.

10. Ambulances not belonging to the Society

In  conform ity w ith  N ational legislation and  by v irtue  of article  44, parag raph  4, of the  F irst G eneva C onvention of 1949, 
N ational Societies m ay authorize the  use o f the em blem , in tim e of peace, to indicate am bulances belonging to th ird  parties, 
individuals, societies or authorities.

T hey w ill no t give such authorization  except in exchange for the  righ t regularly  to control the  uses w hich m ay thus be 
m ade of the  em blem  >.

IV. FIR ST -A ID  STATIONS

11. Stations belonging to and controlled by the Society

T he nam e and  em blem  of the  Society m ay be displayed in tim e of w ar as in  tim e of peace on first-aid  stations belonging 
to and  controlled by the  Society.

In  tim e of war, the em blem  shall be small in size and  canno t be  show n on a  flag.

i National Societies m ay, if they consider this advisable, recom m end th a t these am bulances, as well as first-aid  stations m entioned in article 12 
below are m arked preferably w ith the m edical emblem of the Staff of Aesculapius, red  on a w hite ground.
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12. Stations not belonging to a Society

In  conform ity w ith  national legislation and  by  v irtue  of article  44, parag raph  4 of the  F irst Geneva Convention of 1949,
N ational Societies m ay authorize the  use of the  em blem  in tim e of peace, to indicate first-aid stations reserved exclusively
for free trea tm en t to  be  given to the  w ounded  and sick.

T hey w ill no t g ran t this authorization  except in exchange for the  right regularly to control the  uses w hich m ay thus
be m ade of th e  em blem  and th a t free trea tm en t is in fact given.

V. C O L L E C T IO N  O F  FU N D S

13. Publicity material

N ational Societies are a t  liberty  to utilize the  em blem  to give support to their fund-raising cam paigns, notably on leaflets, 
posters, boards, etc., p referab ly  d isplayed together w ith  the  nam e of the  Society or a publicity  text or draw ing.

14. Objects placed on sale or on offer

Objects p laced  on sale or on offer by the Society m ay display the  em blem , w hich m ay then  be of a decorative character, 
p referab ly  show n together w ith  the  nam e of the  Society and  th a t it is of the  sm allest possible size, or else m ade of perishable 
fabric. Badges, especially, w ill be  such th a t they do no t imply the  w earer to belong to the  Red Cross.

As a general rule the  em blem  will be  utilized  in such a way as no t to lay itself open to possible later misuse.
T he sale or d istribution  of flags or banners displaying the  em blem  alone is no t authorized.

VI. VARIOUS EM PLO Y M EN TS

15. Co-operation with other organizations

N ational Societies co-operating w ith  o ther N ational organizations in hum anitarian  action cannot share e ither their nam e 
or their em blem  w ith  these.

16. Medals

T he em blem  of the Society m ay figure freely on  m edals or o ther testim onies of recognition, on condition th a t it is shown 
together w ith  the nam e of the  Society and, if possible, by  a few  words describing the  purpose of the  m edal or defining the 
services rendered .

17. Decorative emblem

T here  is no restriction on the  utilization  of the  em blem  for decorative or ornam ental purposes, especially during celebra
tions or pub lic  m anifestations, or on p rin ted  m atte r or on publications o f all descriptions.

N ational Societies will how ever ensure th a t in no circum stances w ill the dignity  of the  em blem  b e  degraded, nor the
respect w hich is due  to it be  in any w ay lessened.

18. Relief supplies

T he nam e and  em blem  of the  Society m ay b e  used by National Societies to m ark supplies consigned by rail, road, sea 
or air fo r the  relief of distress caused by  arm ed conflicts o r n a tu ra l disasters. N ational Societies will ensure th a t the righ t to 
use th e  em blem  for such purposes is no t abused.

B. Use of th e  p ro tective  sign

I. PERSONS

19. Members of the Society

M em bers of the Society trained  to be  p laced a t the  disposal of the  Army M edical Service will not have the righ t to w ear 
the  protective em blem , notably the  red cross arm let, unless they  are in fact p laced un d er the  authority  o f th a t service. In 
agreem ent w ith  the  la tte r they can also w ear the  badge of the Society.

20. Non-Members

O ther persons trained  by the  N ational Society for m edical duties and  placed a t the  disposal of the  Army M edical Service 
shall have the  rig h t to w ear the  protective em blem , notably the arm let, b u t no t tire badge of the  Society.
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21. Personnel of civilian hospitals

In  tim e of conflict, in occupied  territory or in the  thea tre  of m ilitary operations, m em bers of the  personnel of civilian 
hospitals have the  righ t to w ear the protective em blem , notably  the  arm let, w hilst in service for regu lar personnel, and  during  
the  perform ance of their duties for tem porary  personnel.

If  they are m em bers of the  N ational Society, or its em ployees, they can also w ear its badge w ith  the  agreem ent of the 
com petent authority .

II. B U IL D IN G  A N D  E Q U IP M E N T

22. Buildings

Buildings belonging to the  N ational Society o r adm inistered  by it m ay, in tim e of w ar, be  m arked w ith  the  protective 
em blem , in particu lar on roofs, if they  are  p laced  a t the  disposal of the  Arm y M edical Service. Such m arking m ay be 
authorized in tim e of peace if their m ilitary allo tm ent has already been  m ade or is of a  defin ite  character.

W ith  the  agreem ent of th e  m ilitary authority , the  nam e and  th e  em blem  of the  Society m ay also be  d isplayed on these 
buildings. T he em blem  will how ever rem ain  of sm all dimensions.

23. Civilian hospitals

Hospitals w hich are of a perm anent character w hich are  recognized as such by th e  A uthority  m ay, w ith  the  agreem ent 
of the la tte r be  m arked, a lready in tim e of peace, w ith  the  protective sign, notably  on their roofs.

If  they belong to the  N ational Society or are adm inistered  by  it, its em blem  and  nam e m ay also b e  d isplayed there
under the  sam e conditions as in the  previous article.

24. Equipm ent

M edical equ ipm ent p repared  by the  N ational Societies to be  p laced a t the  disposal of the  Arm y M edical Service and 
accepted  by  it  can also be  a t once m arked w ith  the  protective sign.

T he nam e and  the em blem  of the  Society m ay also ap p ear there, if it is its ow ner an d  donor.

III. H O SPIT A L  SH IPS AN D  LIFEB O A TS

25. Hospital ships and lifeboats

H ospital ships and lifeboats belonging to N ational Societies m ay already, in tim e of peace, b e  m arked as laid  dow n by 
article  43 of the Second Geneva Convention of 1949, w ith  the  agreem ent of the  com peten t au thority  and  if  they  have received 
from  the la tter a docum ent declaring th a t they  have been subm itted  to its control du ring  their comm issioning and  sailing.

Again w ith  the  agreem ent of th e  au thority  th e  nam e and  em blem  of the  Society m ay app ear on these vessels an d  craft. 
T he em blem  will how ever rem ain sm all in size.

26. Fixed coastal installations

Fixed coastal installations of lifeboats belonging to th e  N ational Society m ay be  m arked w ith  its nam e and  em blem . 
In  tim e of w ar and w ith  the  agreem ent o f the  com peten t authority , they m ay in  add ition  display the  protective  sign.

27. Personnel of hospital ships, lifeboats and fixed coastal installations

In  tim e of conflict, the  m em bers of this personnel have the  righ t to w ear the  p rotective em blem , notably  the  arm let. 
T he personnel of lifeboats and fixed coastal installations do no t how ever possess this righ t except w hen  they are  on duty .

M em bers of this personnel m ay a t all tim es also w ear th e  badge of the  N ational Society, if they are  its m em bers, or 
if the  Society decides to confer it upon  them .

IV. PE R SO N N E L  AN D  PRO PERTY M A D E AVAILABLE BY A SO CIETY O F  A N E U T R A L  COUNTRY

28. In  conform ity w ith  article  27 of the  F irst Geneva Convention of 1949, the  personnel, equ ipm ent, vehicles or life
boats m ade available to a belligerent by the National Society of a neu tra l country shall display the  p rotective em blem  from
the tim e of their departu re, w ith the agreem ent of the authorities of the  neu tra l country and  of those of the  belligerent
country. U nder the  sam e conditions, the  nam e and em blem  of the  Society m ay also be  shown on the  uniform  of persons 
or on property.
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XI

Expansion of First Aid among National Societies

The Council of Delegates,

considering First Aid as an essential activity of National Societies and the teaching of the subject to the 
public as an intrinsic Red Cross activity in promoting health,

considering the role which First Aid teams are called upon to play in the varied aspects of health 
education of the greatest importance,

draws the attention of recently-founded National Societies to the importance of extending First Aid 
instruction and organising properly-trained First Aid teams,

emphasises the responsibility of training instructors and leaders in that field,
requests the experienced sister-Societies to afford, trough the League, every possible assistance with the 

object of training First Aid leaders and increasing the number of First Aid teams among recently-founded 
National Societies.

XII

Simplification and Standardization of First Aid Techniques

The Council of Delegates,

bearing in mind resolution 23 of the XXVth Session of the Board of Governors and resolution 17 of 
the XXVIth Session of the Board of Governors,

considering the work undertaken by the Commission on First Aid Practice of the Health and Social 
Service Advisory Committee of the League and the encouraging results achieved at the Red Cross Inter
national Meeting of First Aiders at Macolin in 1963,

proposes the simplification and standardization of first aid methods and equipment, both on national
and international levels,

to this end, urges the League to repeat at regular intervals the organization of such international 
meetings of first aiders where the representatives of National Societies who are qualified in first aid training 
may pool their experiences,

invites the National Societies to take into consideration the results of such meetings and as far as possi
ble keep informed those members who are responsible for first aid,

on the same lines requests National Societies to promote Red Cross first aid work by regularly commu
nicating to the League their achievements in this field and to circulate amongst the members concerned 
such documents which the League might publish on this information.

XIII

Health Education and Accident Prevention

The Council of Delegates,

in consideration of resolution 25 of the XlXtli International Conference and resolution 16 of the 
XXVIth Session of the Board of Governors, on health education and accident prevention,

recalling the mission of the Red Cross in public health and aware of the educational role the Red 
Cross is called upon to play, by reason of its prestige and the response it obtains from the general public,
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emphasises the vital part which National Societies can play in the health education of the public, and 
more particularly in the prevention of accidents, firtly through their various activities and the work of 
numerous volunteers, and secondly by drawing the attention of the public authorities, teachers and doctors 
to the problems of health education and accident prevention,

encourages National Societies to continue their activities in this field in co-operation with the public 
authorities and specalised agencies.

XIV

Blood Transfusion

The Council of Delegates,

referring to the terms of resolution 14 of the XXVth Session of the Board of Governors and of resolu
tion 19 of the XXVIth Session of the Board of Governors,

reaffirms that the Red Cross is called upon to play a role in the field of blood transfusion, which is 
a particularly urgent problem and calls for the education of the public,

invites the National Societies to continue this education of the public by actively working for the 
recruitm ent of regular volunteer donors and giving the civil authorities all possible assistance with a view 
to promoting the popularisation of blood transfusion in their countries,

thanks the League for the help it has given to National Societies and for having co-ordinated their
efforts on behalf of the less experienced sister Societies and invites the League to continue to foster the 
exchange between Societies of experience (for instance by meetings and seminars), and technical assistance
(sponsorship, delegation of experts, donations and loans of equipment),

encourages the League to carry on co-operation with the large international organisations which are 
concerned with blood transfusion (World H ealth Organization, International Blood Transfusion Society, 
Council of Europe) with a view to increasing effectively concerted action vis-à-vis civil authorities and the 
public.

XV

Training of Auxiliary Social Workers

The Council of Delegates,

bearing in mind the increasing responsibilities assumed by Governments in matters relating to social 
welfare and the role which National Societies are nevertheless called upon to continue in this field,

bearing in mind the conclusions and recommendations set out in the Report of the Expert Committee 
on Social Welfare of the Health and Social Service Advisory Committee of the League assembled in 
Geneva in February 1963, in compliance with resolution 14 of the XXVIth Session of the Board of Governors, 

accepts the report and expresses its thanks to the members of the Expert Committee on Social Welfare 
and, in particular, its Chairman,

recommends that in view of current developments, the National Societies devote fruther study to the 
policy directing their social activities,

recommends that in the light of these developments, the League undertakes, at the request of National 
Societies, the study of those problems in which tire said Societies are interested,

recommends that in the light of modern trends of social work, National Societies devote special atten
tion to the training of auxiliary workers.
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XVI

Social Activities on Behalf of the Disabled

The Council of Delegates,

conscious of the work accomplished by National Societies on behalf of disabled and elderly persons, 
considering the interest displayed by National Societies during the Iln d  International Red Cross 

Seminar on Recreational Therapy (Chianciano, May, 1962),
bearing in mind the discussions which took place at the VII th  Inter-American Red Cross Conference, 
recommends that, in accordance with the policy adopted by the Red Cross since its foundation, National 

Societies attach an ever-increasing importance to social activities on behalf of the physically and mentally 
disabled, of the chronically sick, and elderly persons.

XVII

Recruitment and Preparation of Nursing Personnel

The Council of Delegates,

having taken note of the reports presented by the International Committee of the Red Cross and the 
League of Red Cross Societies on Red Cross responsibilities in the field of nursing,

shares the concern expressed by the authors of these reports regarding the serious lack of nursing 
personnel of all categories in almost every country of the world,

emphasises the fact that National Red Cross Societies have a responsibility in contributing to the full 
measures of their possibilities, directly or indirectly, to the recruitm ent and preparation of such personnel 
in order that optimum assistance in the field of health be ensured to the people of their countries, namely
in cases of disaster or conflict,

expresses the wish that National Societies assume fully such responsibility, in close cooperation with
the Public Authorities and the civilian and military Medical Services as well as with the various national
and international organisations of the medical and health professions,

invites to this end National Red Cross Societies to put in practice as widely as possible and without 
delay the measures recommended in the above named reports.

XVIII 

Nursing Study Centres

The Council of Delegates,

recommends that National Societies give full support to the desire expressed at the Red Cross Inter
national Nursing Study Centre, that more such Study Centres be held in the future and, when possible, 
on a regional basis in order that more Red Cross muses might participate.
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XIX

« Red Cross Nursing Around the World »

The Council of Delegates,

whereas it was noted that the Nursing Advisory Committee of the League of Red Cross Societies 
received the booklet « Red Cross Nursing Around the W orld » with great approval and suggested that 
wide distribution of this publication be made,

therefore recommends that member Societies of the League of Red Cross Societies take all necessary 
measures to ensure such distribution.

XX 

The Red Cross and the Humanitarian Education of Youth

The Council of Delegates,

having taken cognizance, with interest, of the seven recommendations adopted by the W orld Confe
rence of Educators (Lausanne, August 19-23, 1963), as well as the recommendation adopted by the Meeting 
of National Chairmen and Directors of the Junior Red Cross (Lausanne, August 24, 1963), 

approves these recommendations,
and requests the League of Red Cross Societies, the International Committee of the Red Cross and 

National Societies to implement those recommendations which concern them.
Below : the eight recommendations referred to above.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N  A

T he W orld  C onference o f E ducators, assem bled in L ausanne on the  occasion of the  R ed Cross C entenary, 
considering m odem  educational trends and th e  dem and for program m es suited  to the  needs and conditions of youth 

in the world, bo th  today and  fo r the  fu ture,
testifies to the  usefulness and the  g reat educational value of the  Junior R ed Cross program m e,
appeals to educators th roughout the  w orld to utilize the  resources the  R ed Cross has to offer in o rder to help  in the 

prom otion of h ealth  and good citizenship, nationally  and  internationally , and  tire im provem ent of in ternational understanding,

Recommends

1. th a t the  exchange of ideas and  experiences w hich has resu lted  from  the  p resen t Conference should b e  continued and 
intensified ;

2. th a t a W orking Party, com posed of E ducato rs be  convened to this end by  the  L eague Secretariat w ith  th e  following 
term s of reference :
— to help  in  th e  organisation o f one or m ore p ilo t courses of a progressive n a tu re  in  h ealth  education  and first aid 

instruction ;
— to help  revise the  b rochure , « Juniors a t W ork », by  relating the  activities concerning vo luntary  service and  p ro 

gram m es of social w ork to p a rticu lar age groups ;
— to collaborate actively in the  organisation of national and regional courses for educators ;

3. th a t the  L eague of R ed Cross Societies consider th e  possibility of convening a sim ilar W orld  C onference of E ducators
w ith in  a reasonable period  of time, w hich w ould enable participan ts a t  this Conference to see the  results achieved.
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RECOMMENDATION B

T he W orld  C onference o f E ducators, assem bled in L ausanne on the  occasion of the  R ed Cross C entenary, 

Recommends

th a t N ational Societies assist in the  evaluation of the  program m es of activities p resented  a t the  Conference b y  convening 
m eetings o f E ducato rs in th e ir own countries to com pile a survey of activities suitable to their particu lar area so th a t a m ore 
varied  program m e m ay be presen ted  to their young people in the  ligh t of experiences gained from  all parts of the  world 
du ring  the  C onference.

R E C O M M EN D A T IO N  C

T he W orld  C onference of E ducators, assem bled in L ausanne on th e  occasion of the  R ed Cross C entenary, 

Recommends

th a t N ational Societies inform  educational authorities and teachers of

a )  the  opportunities for in ternational friendship, understand ing  and  education  for peace available to young people through 
th e  w ide  and  varied  program m e of activities of the  Junior R ed Cross ;

b) th e  assistance w hich  can b e  given by the  Junior Red Cross in the  form of self-help projects to areas of need in all 
parts of the  w orld  ;

c) the  channels available through R ed Cross by  w hich assistance can be  provided to victims of disasters ;

d) th e  necessity to ensure th a t all such program m es should adhere  to the  accepted  practice w hereby all com m unications 
concerning them  and  any gifts sent should be  through the  respective N ational H eadquarters of th e  Societies concerned.

R EC O M M EN D A T IO N  D

T he W orld  C onference of Educators, assem bled in L ausanne on the  occasion of the  R ed Cross C entenary, 
considering the  need  no t only to educate  you th  in hum anitarian  principles, b u t also to provide them  w ith  opportunities 

to p ractice  these principles in o rder th a t m ankind m ay achieve in ternational understand ing  and  peace,
recognising th a t the  R ed Cross, th rough  the  ideals and values inheren t in  the  Geneva Conventions and through its 

program m es designed to p ro tec t life, is in fac t able to m ake a definite  contribution  to hum anitarian  education,
recognising the  essential role w hich  educators play  in this connection and the  facilities w hich the  R ed Cross offers,

Recommends

1. th a t the  In ternational C om m ittee o f the  R ed Cross continue to persuade Governm ents to use no t only their m ilitary 
b u t also their educational and  o ther authorities in d issem inating th e  G eneva C onventions am ong the  en tire  populations ;

2. th a t th e  L eague of R ed Cross Societies, th rough  a continuous evaluation of the program m es undertaken  by  N ational 
Societies, ensure th a t the  Junior R ed Cross is in a  position to function in partnersh ip  w ith  educational authorities in 
this field  ;

3. th a t N ational Societies them selves obtain  the  advice and  assistance of educators in the  p repara tion  of such inform ation 
m edia as will em phasize the  necessity to safeguard  hum anitarian  principles a t all tim es and u n d e r all conditions.

R E C O M M EN D A T IO N  E

T he W orld  C onference of E ducators, assem bled in L ausanne on the  occasion of the R ed Cross C entenary, 
recognising th a t in each culture, each  society, each religion there  exists a comm on, basic fund  of m oral codes and rules 

of conduct w hich  correspond to th e  fundam ental principles o f the R ed Cross,
invites N ational Societies to contribute to a  collection of stories, biographies, statem ents, etc., from  the traditions of their 

countries, w hich illustra te  hum an responsibility, th e  spirit of service, love for one’s neighbour, respect for hum an life, the 
p rotection  o f the  w eak and  of those in distress, in order th a t these can be  used  in R ed Cross m agazines, text books, as well 
as for th e  publication  of a com m on R ed Cross anthology for youth,

takes note w ith  satisfaction th a t the  editorial office of the  « In ternational Review of the  R ed Cross » agrees to receive 
them .

R E C O M M EN D A T IO N  F

T he W orld  Conference of Educators, assem bled in L ausanne on the occasion of the Red Cross C entenary, 
recognising the  necessity for education in h ealth  and the  application of practical m ethods and  techniques to prom ote 

health  in every sector of the  com m unity, w ith  a view  to developing a sense of social consciousness and respect for life as 
bases of w orld peace,
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recognising th a t a  w ide  gap exists betw een  know ledge of health  laws and  the  p ractical application  of these law s for 
the  a tta inm en t o f personal and  com m unity health ,

recognising th e  lack of facilities for the  a tta inm en t of basic h ealth  in  some areas,

Recommends

1. th a t N ational Societies

a) approach  school authorities in  o rder to ensure the  inclusion of instruction in health , first aid , disease an d  acciden t 
prevention  in  the  curriculum  of prim ary and  secondary schools and  teacher train ing  colleges ;

b) provide train ing  courses in first aid , hom e nursing, nu trition , hygiene an d  o ther aspects of h ealth  ;

c) assist education  authorities by  providing lectures and  dem onstrations to prom ote w idespread  know ledge of h ealth  ;

d) co-operate w ith  o th er w elfare agencies in the  prom otion of personal and  com m unity health  ;

e) encourage th e  prom otion of facilities for the  care and  train ing  of h and icapped  ch ild ren  ;

2. th a t the  League

a) consider the establishm ent of regional study  centres for the  train ing  of su itable m em bers o f N ational Societies and 
o ther personnel engaged in  h ealth  teaching w ith  a view  to producing  new  m ethods and  techniques o f teaching 
suited  to the  h ealth  needs of the  com m unity ; and

b) consider supplying to N ational R ed Cross Societies suitable m ateria l to enab le  such teach ing  facilities to b e  ade
quate ly  developed.

R E C O M M E N D A T IO N  G

T he W orld  Conference of E ducators, assem bled in L ausanne on  the  occasion of th e  R ed Cross C entenary, 
considering the  im portance of educa ting  youth  for voluntary service ;
recognising the  na tura l inclination o f you th  tow ards service as a m eans of self expression and  personal developm ent, 
recognising th a t the  developm ent of this sp irit of voluntary  service goes han d  in h an d  w ith  train ing  for civic and  social 

responsibility,

Recommends

a) th a t N ational Societies tra in  b o th  leaders an d  Juniors in the  special ap titudes, technical know ledges an d  skills essential
for m ost forms of voluntary activity, and  give young people an  opportun ity  to p a rtic ipa te  in  th e  p lann ing  of such p ro 
gram m es ;

b) th a t school authorities encourage the  establishm ent o f Jun io r R ed Cross C om m ittees to serve as initiative groups in 
in teresting  and educating  their fellow  students in program m es of voluntary social activity  ;

c) th a t teachers use the  Jun ior R ed Cross program m es as a m eans of providing young people w ith  opportunities for
developing a sense of purpose, challenge and  responsibility tow ards th e  needs of others ;

d) th a t governm ental and  local authorities, in p lanning social w elfare program m es, assign to you th  specific areas of respon
sibility.

R E C O M M EN D A T IO N  H

T he N ational Junior R ed Cross Presidents and  D irectors, m eeting  in Lausanne, follow ing the  W orld  C onference of 
Educators,

considering the  desire of the  participan ts to the  W orld  C onference of E ducato rs to launch  a w orld-w ide Junior Red 
Cross action,

Recommend

th a t the  Secretariat of the  L eague of R ed Cross Societies explore the  possibility of associating Junior R ed Cross w ith 
the  D evelopm ent Program m e, especially in regard  to the  train ing  of leaders, by  providing train ing  facilities such as m aterials 
and equipm ent, as well as m aking experts available.

XXI

Educational Value of the Junior Red Cross

The Council of Delegates,

thanks the World Conference of Educators held at Lausanne from August 19-23, 1963, which examined 
the Junior Red Cross programme with a view to relating it to the needs of youth and which testified to the 
usefulness and great educational value of the Junior Red Cross,
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draws the attention of school authorities and educators to the contribution of the Junior Red Cross to

1. Education of youth in humanitarian ideals ;

2. H ealth education through its varied programmes and training possibilities ;

3. Promotion of voluntary service among youth, thus developing social conscience nationally and inter
nationally ;

4. Practical programmes for international understanding, m utual assistance and the promotion of peace,

appeals to all educational authorities to give every possible support to the work of educators serving 
the cause of the Red Cross.

XXII 

Youth and Peace

The Council of Delegates,

having taken note of resolution 1572, adopted at the XVth Session of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations, which recommended to non-governmental organisations to undertake effective measures 
with the object of promoting free and unrestricted exchange of ideas and opinions among youth on an 
international scale for the purpose of fostering the ideals of peace, mutual respect and understanding 
amongst the peoples,

having taken note of the conclusions contained in the report submitted to the Junior Red Cross 
Commission on the important subject of « Responsibility of the Red Cross for educating Youth in Huma
nitarian Ideals »,

1. Confirms that the fostering among youth of the ideals of peace, mutual respect and understanding 
amongst the peoples is an intrinsic duty of the Red Cross,

2. Recommends to National Societies to continue taking all the necessary appropriate measures with a 
view to contributing effectively to the dissemination of these ideals among the youth of the whole 
world.

XXIII

Red Cross as a factor in World Peace

The Council of Delegates of the International Red Cross, assembled in Geneva on the occasion of the 
centenary of the foundation of the Red Cross movement,

a) noting that during the past century wars have become increasingly ruthless and dangerous,

b) noting that all peoples of the world are unanimous in their desire for a lasting peace based on law
and justice, welcomes the efforts which are being made by the Governments to dispel the menace of
armed conflict by the reduction of armaments, the banning of nuclear tests and weapons and the
resort to peaceful methods of negotiation,
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c) expresses the fervent hope that Governments will persevere unremittingly to seek appropriate means 
for restoring confidence between peoples and thereby lay the foundations for friendly cooperation and 
peace between States,

d) urges all National Societies to continue ceaselessly to foster peace through the fraternal links that bind 
them so that their example of humanitarian service may bring home to all peoples the realisation that 
the time has come to open up a new era when fear and violence shall be replaced by hope and peace.

XXIV

Contribution of the International Committee towards the Elimination of a Treat to Peace

The Council of Delegates,

— after having taken cognizance of the conditions in which the International Committee of the Red Cross 
was invited by the United Nations Organisation, with the agreement of the parties concerned, to 
intervene in the Cuba incident,

— considering it is desirable that the Committee respond to the call made upon it simultaneously by 
States in conflict to act as intermediary or assist in the proper discharge of the obligations they have 
undertaken, thus contributing to the maintenance of peace,

— approves the action taken by the International Committee in the Cuba incident and congratulates it 
for having accomplished that action.

XXV 

Votes of Thanks

The Council of Delegates, in the name of the Centenary Congress of the International Red Cross, 
meeting in Geneva from August 28th to September 10th, 1963,

desires to express its deep gratitude to the Swiss Federal Council for all the help which it has given 
to the organisation of the Congress, for its numerous and valuable service and, in particular, for the pre
sence of its president, Mr. Willy Spühler, on the occasion of the Red Cross Centenary Day and for the 
demonstrations carried out on September 7th by the Swiss Army Medical Services ;

thanks the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross, M. Boissier ; the President of 
the League of Red Cross Societies, Mr. MacAulay ; the President of the Swiss Red Cross, Dr. von Albertini ; 
and all their staff, for organising such a successful Congress ;

asks the cantonal and municipal authorities in Geneva to accept its warm appreciation for the material 
and financial help given to the Congress as well as for their generous hospitality ;

expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for having put the Palais des 
Nations and its installations at its disposal ;

thanks the families in Geneva who have welcomed so warmly the delegates and those accompanying 
them ;

expresses its special appreciation to M. Boissier and to Mr. MacAulay for the skilful and courteous 
way in which they have presided over the meetings ;

desires, in conclusion, to express its deep gratitude to all the individuals and organisations who have 
contributed to the outstanding success of the Congress.
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