
P/26

HMS/1
RMS/2
RMS/3

RMS/4
RMS/5
RMS/6
RMS/7
RMS/8
RMS/9
RMS/10

RMS/11 
RM 3/12 
RMS/13 
RMS/14

XIXth INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS 
PLENARY MEETINGS 

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 
BY THE

MEDICO-SOCIAL COMMISSION

International Commission for medical equipment 
Technical aid
Red Cross relations with government authorities, 
governmental and non-governmental organisations 
in the medice-social field
Blood transfusion
Prevention of accidents
Health education
Voluntary auxiliary Red Cross personnel 
Nursing
Young people and the Geneva Conventions
Practical means of spreading knowledge of the 
Geneva Conventions among young people
Junior Red Cross assistance to children in distress
Welcoming of young people into the adult Red Cross
Special financial aid to National Societies
Campaign against prejudice and discrimination



THE IN TERN ATION.AL COMMISSION FOR MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

The XIXth International Conference of the
Red Cross

having taken cognizance of the joint 
report of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the League of Red Cross Societies on the 
International Commission for Medical Equipment

considering that these two Organizations 
have reached the conclusion that whilst the work of 
this Commission had proved extremely useful in the 
cast, this is no longer the case, other specialized 
organizations now "being in a better position to 
undertake these tasks

recommends that the Commission be dissolved 
further recommends that the International 

Committee and the League continue to follow problems 
connected with medical equipment for civilian and 
military use and inform National Societies of progress 
in these fields, at the same time remaining in close 
contact with the competent international technical 
organizations and national health authorities.
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MEDICO-SOCIAL COMMISSION 
Resolution No, 2
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TECHNICAL AID

The XIX International Conference of the Red Cross taking note 
oi the report from the Medico Social Commission requests

- to study the reports from the National Societies 
sent to the Conference and also the remarks made 
during the Medico Social Commission's meetings 
by various Societies upon their activities
in the sphere of medico-social, welfare, 
nursing and Junior Red Cross work,

- to urge National Societies to continue reporting 
to the League Secretariat upon experiences gained 
in this field,

- to intensify the technical assistance programme of the 
League through the planning, within the framework of 
financial possibilities, courses or seminars on special 
activities suitable for pioneer work or pilot projects in 
those Societies which need and request them
requests those National Societies which already 
nay have gained experience in a particular field, to 
help through the League Secretariat other Societies 
where the said activities are under development 
through receiving study visitors or sending out 
instructors and field workers for guidance 
requests the League Secretariat to continue distributing 
information and directives for work on special fields 
either spontaneously or upon request, in order that the 
League Secretariat may remain an effective intermediary a 
service body to National Societies - keeping in »* f/
mind the universality of the Red cross pinciples.
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Red Cross relations with government authorities, 
governmental and non-governmental orga

nizations in the medico-social field.

The XIXth International Red Gross Conference,
Considering with satisfaction the development over 

recent years of the working relations between the Secretariat 
of the League of Red Cross Societies, the World Health Organi
sation, and other governmental and non-governmental 
international organizations,

Recognizing the importance of these contacts in bringing 
about coordination of activities and in making the best use 
of the available resources,

Recalling the terms of the resolutions adopted on this 
point by the Board of Governors of the League in 1946 and 
by the XVIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
in 1948,

Recommends the development of existing links between 
the League and these organizations on both the international 
and the regional level,

Suggests to National Red Cross Societies
I. to develop their relations with the regional and 
national offices of these organizations in order to ensure 
that the best possible use is being made of led Cross 
resources in terms of personnel, professional and auxiliary, 
as well as of equipment, and that the largest possible 
participation be encouraged of Red Cross volunteers of all 
categories in carrying out medico-social activities of 
particular interest to the area under consideration;
II. to make contact with the competent government services 
in order to ensure closer co-operation 0n the national level 
and thus coordinating the programme of activities.
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Bl· OOP TRANS: FUSI PIT

Ihe XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross 
Considering the increasingly important role 

of transfusional therapy in medical and surgical practice,
Considering that blood requirements impose new burdens 

on the community, hence the necessity for an ever-increasing 
number of blood donors,

Recalls the Resolutions concerning this subject 
adopted by the XVIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
at Stockholm in 1948 (resolution Ho. 47) and by the 21 st Session 
of the Board of Governors of the league at Monte Carlo in 1950 
(resolution No. 15),

Considering the recommendations of the meeting 
organized by the League in 1 956 between various international 
organizations interested in problems of blood transfusion on the 
standardization and interchangeability of material, biological 
standardization, stocking of equipment, training of staff and 
recruitment of blood donors,

Melcomes the actions undertaken by National Societies 
in regard to the development of blood transfusion services and 
the establishment of reserves of dried plasma and blood protein 
fractions for use in the event of epidemics, disasters or 
conflicts,

Emphasises the importance of close cooperation on 
the national level between the Red Cross and the authorities in 
the organization of blood transfusion services,

Confirms the desire that the principle of the free 
gift and receipt of blood be as far as possible universally 

applied,



Prevention of accidents
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The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross, 
Considering the growing number cf accidents at home 

in schools, at snorts, on the streets and at worn, which are 
tending to become an increasingly important cause of death and 
disablement amongst adults and children,

Noting the work of the Health Advisory Committee and of 
the Junior Red Cross A.dvisory Committee, as well as the publi
cations issued by the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies,

Bearing in mind the importance of coordinating the 
activities of adult and Junior Red Cross,

Welcomes the numerous initiatives taken in various 
countries to prevent accidents, by the public services and 
specialised bodies, as well as by the National Red Cross 
Societies and their Junior Sections,

Draws the attention of Governments and National Societies 
to the urgent need for measures to decrease the causes of 
accidents and for education of the public in general, and young 
peonle in particular, in order to promote a greater safety 
consciousness on the part of the trained first aiders and the 
general public,

Requests the National Societies to study means whereby 
practical co-operation with public or private bodies concerned 
with accident prevention may be undertaken or developed, specially 
in educational institutions,

Requests the League Secretariat to continue its work 
on the prevention of accidents in order usefully to advise 
National Societies.



Health Education:
The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Recalls the basic principles adopted by the Board of Governors 

of the League in 1950 at Monte Carlo, recommending that National 
Societies undertake activities which can be considered either as 
pilot or pioneering projects or that are necessary to fill gaps 
in the existing public health services,

Reaffirms resolution No. 15 adopted by the 23rd Session 
of the Board of Governors of the League in 1954 at Oslo,

Draws the attention of-National Societies to their res
ponsibilities in the field ofhealth education and to the need of.11 
pioneer work or pilot projects

A) to develop health education as an essential component of 
all Red Cross medico-social and educational activities

b) to promote health education pilot projects in hospitals, 
outpatients clinics, health centres, blood donor centres, 
nursing services, etc.

c) to utilise home nursing courses as a medium through which 
to foster health education

d) ' to use fully the many possibilities offered by the
Junior Red Cross to put health education into practice 
through the health and service programmes

e) to undertake preparation, testing and evaluation of 
visual teaching aid material adapted to meet local habits 
and customs

Emphasises the value of carefully-planned field studies, 
research and experimental programmes,

Stresses the need for National Societies to employ, whenever 
possible, full-time health education specialists (medico-social 
workers).

a) to give technical leadership and coordinate these
various Red Cross activities in the respective countries

b) to supervise the training in the principles and methods 
of Red Cross work with professional and auxiliary health 
workers, school teachers, etc., to keep the standard as 
high as possible

Requests the League Secretariat to give technical help to 
National Societies in the planning and expansion of their health 
educational programmes and within the framework of financial 
possibilities to organise international and regional seminars 
bringing together representatives of National Societies from various 
Professions and promoting the exchange of tested health education 
materials.
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V o l u n t a j r j ^ _ R e d  Cross Personne 1

The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross
_considering that one of.the fundamental responsibilities 

of"National Societies is to supplement governmental action 
by providing authorities with additional qualified staff, 
professional and auxiliary;

underlines the need for establishing the closest possible 
coordination between National Societies and the competent 
authorities in planning and conducting in each country the 
activities necessary for the maintenance of health in that 
country;

invites National Societies to increase their efforts in 
encouraging a wide participation of voluntary auxiliary per
sonnel in the various Red Cross activities such as first-aid, 
disaster relief, health education, nursing, blood transfusion, 
care of the handicapped and old people, mental health services, 
nutrition, fight against alcoholism and social welfare, parti
cularly in the field of mother and child care;

invites National Societies to ensure that the training 
of all their voluntary and auxiliary personnel includes not 
only the necessary technical instruction but also detailed 
information about the Red Cross, its means of action nationally 
and internationally, and the rights and obligations of its 
members;

underlines particularly the need for National Societies 
to train auxiliary personnel for work in disaster relief opera
tions, such training to stress the importance of the human 
factor in the relations between Red Cross ■ workers and the 
public and to include some knowledge of the psychological and 
social factors liable to influence such relations;

recommends that governments consider the efforts of 
the Red Cross, taking into account its experience on the Inter
national level, and encourage its pioneer work as well as its 
traditional activities and relief work, whilst respecting its 
guiding principles of impartiality and independence.



M U R  S I N G
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The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Recognizing that nursing is essential to the 

development of health programmes;
that various types of nursing personnel are needed to 

ensure the quantity and quality of nursing services 
required to meet the needs in any country;

Recommends that National Societies offer to their 
nursing personnel of all categories, professional and 
auxiliary, the necessary basic and continued preparation 
to enable each category to render optimum service in 
their respective responsibilities.

Stresses in particular the need for such preparation 
to include detailed instruction on the rights and obligations 
of nursing personnel who, in time of conflict, enjoy the 
protection of the Red Cross emblem, as provided for in the 
Geneva Conventions.

Further recommends that agreements be concluded between 
the National Societies and the civilian and military 
authorities, laying down in advance the respective responsibili
ties of each in the training of voluntary health personnel 
and in the organization of the necessary health services in 
time of conflict or of natural disaster;

.expresses the hope that seminars be organised in Geneva 
under the sponsorship of the League of led Cross Societies 
and the International Committee of the Red Cross where those 
in charge of organising voluntary Red Cross health services 
for emergency work may receive special instruction from 
the two international organizations of the Red Cross 
on the matters with which each is competent to deal.

Furthermore, bearing in mind the recommendations 
of the Nursing Advisory Committee of the League, and 
recognising the great opportunity for National Societies 
to assist in raising the standards of nursing through 
close collaboration with national nursing organizations,

Recommends that National Societies assist in the 
recruitment of well qualified nursing students; that 
they contribute in making known to the public the need for 
professional standards in nursing as set up by the International 
Council of Nurses; and help with the selection of qualified 
candidates who can receive scholarships with a view to 
preparing themselves for leading work in various aspects 
of nursing education and service;

Recognizing also that professional nurses have been 
of great assistance in helping to develop programmes for 
volunteer nurses' aids,

Invites National Societies to request the active 
participation of professional nurses in decisions_regarding 
the needs for volunteer nurses' aids, as well as in defining 
the functions they should perform in setting up training 
courses for the instructors with the assistance of the 
Nursing Bureau of the League; and in giving continued 
guidance to and supervision of the programme.
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Young People and the Geneva Conventions

The 19th International Conference of the Red Cross, 
Considering that Article l44 of the Fourth Geneva 

Convention of 1949 makes it incumbent on the Governments which 
have ratified that Convention to make known the letter and 
the spirit thereof to the whole population;

Considering that it is urgent to educate the young 
generation in the spirit of the Geneva Conventions, and 
recalling in this connection Resolution No.9 of the 15th 
International Conference of the Red Cross held in Tokyo in 1934;

Considering that the National Societies and their 
respective junior sections should take an active part in 
publicising the Geneva Conventions;

Considering that the essential aim of the Junior Red 
Cross programme is to promote a spirit of peace and understanding 
and to inculcate in children and adolescents respect for 
human dignity;

RECOMMENDS that the National Societies approach their 
respective Governments in order that the Junior Red Cross may 
be considered by the Ministries of Education and Public 
Instruction as one Of the most efficient means of publicising 
the Geneva Conventions amongst children and adolescents;

that in negotiations with the Governments, the National 
Societies endeavour to obtain space in the school curriculae 
for the history and aims of Red Cross and for the basic 
principles of the Geneva Conventions;

that the League of Red Cross Societies, in agreement 
with the International Committee of the Red Gross, take the 
necessary steps with UNESCO and the International Bureau of 
Education, which jointly organise annual conferences on Public 
Instruction, with a view to the question of "The School and the 
Publicising of the Geneva Conventions" being included on the 
agenda of one gf the next Conferences on Public Instruction.
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Practical Means of Spreading inowledge of the Goleva 
QsflAipP-s añaong yoúng pe~op 1 e~. ^ ~

The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering that there is an urgent need to cultivate 

in the younger generation the ideal of peace and respect for 
others;

considering that the Geneva Conventions constitute a 
sound basis for social education;

Invites Rational Societies to examine the possibilities 
and to take - as a matter of urgency - practical action to 
achieve this aim.

Recommends in particular, that in Rational Junior Red 
Cross Section publications and in the "Junior Red Cross News 
Letter", published by the League of Red Cross Societies, a 
column be parmanently devoted to the history of the Red Cross 
and the Geneva Conventions;

that radio and television broadcasts dealing with the 
same questions be regularly organized;

Invites the International Committee of the Red Cross- 
and the League of Red Cross Societies to examine, with 
National Societies, the possibilities of producing one or 
more films for Juniors covering the history, subject matter 
and aims of the Geneva Conventions;

Recommends that a future International Red Cross Day 
have as its theme "Youth and the Geneva Conventions";

Recommends that International Junior1 Red Cross Study 
Centres be used, on an experimental basis, for studying this 

question;
Recommends that the International Committee of the 

Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies issue 
informative publications suitable for children and young people,
dealing with the history of the Red Cross and the fundamental 
principles of the Geneva Conventions.
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Junior Red Cross Assistance jfco___ChiIdren in Distress i

The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,

recalling Resolution 27 adopted by the XVIIIth 
International Conference of the Red Cross held at Toronto 
in 1952,

regarding with the deepest concern, the acute 
distress of millions of children and young people;

Recommends that National Societies invite their 
respective Junior Sections to intensify their mutual ser
vice activities at the local as well as at the national and 
international levels;

Invites the Secretariat of the league of Red Cross 
Societies to suggest programmes along these lines to National 
Societies and to supply them with the maximum information 
with a view to ensuring the success of such activities.
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Welcoming of young people into the adult Red C-r»r>sp

The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Recalling Resolution No.11 of the XVth International 

Conference of the Red Cross held at Tokyo in 1934 and 
Resolution No.40 of the XVIIIth Conference held at Toronto 
in 1952;

Recognising that it is imperative that former Junior 
Red Cross members be enthusiastically welcomed into the 
ranks of the adult Red Cross;

Aware that action in this respect has been inadequate 
and has not met with the success anticipated;

Considering that National Societies must enlist the 
younger generation in order to ensure the success of their 
work, and that young people arc capable of assuming wider 
responsibilities;

RECOMMENDS
that National Societies, as a matter of urgency, 

examino ways and means of solving this problem
that the League of Red Cross Societies give wide 

publicity to all initiative taken by National Societies which 
is likely to improve this situation.
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SPECIAL FINANCIAL AID TO NATIONAL SOCIETIES

The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross. 
Considering the importance of the development of new 

and of recently recognised National Societies, particularly 
afe regards their medico-social activities,

Acquainted with the request from these Societies 
for financial aid in order to be able to send members of 
their staff to other Societies for study tours in connection 
with physical and mental health education of the public, 
youth activities, relief actions and other similar 
activities, and also tc provide for visits from League 
experts to these Societies,

Realising that the League budget does not provide 
sufficient funds for this purpose,

Requests the S'~cr?7ti^y-G<nTeT'alr~s# the League to 
continue his efforts tc obtain from one of the generous 
humanitarian Foundations special funds in order to enable 
now Societies to obtain the financial surport for the further 
training of staff urgently required for the execution and 
further development of the many humanitarian activities 
under consideration,

Insists that such funds only be requested after all 
efforts have been made to obtain maximum aid from other 
National Societies and. after a specific project with a well 
prepared plan of operation has been submitted in each case.



%

K \ P/26
- * RMS/T4.

CAMPAIGN AGP INST PREJUDICE AND DISCRIMINATION,

■The XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross,
Conscious of the deplorable differences in the living 

conditions of two-thirds of the World population as compared 
to the other third, and the responsibilities nf, the Red Cross 
in this connection,

Convinced that many causes of this potentially dangerous/
inequality lie within the medical social field,

Aware of the fact that large and powerful!International 
Organisations have undertaken to study and are endeavouring to 
solve this problem,

Recalling that on several occasions, International 
Conferences where the Red Cross was represented have requested the 
cooperation of non-governmental organizations of which the Red 
Cross, is one of the oldest and has the largest number of members,

Requests all National Societies to carefully examine how 
they can effectively participate in campaigns against hunger, 
mal-nutrition, alcoholism, lack of and insanitary housing and 
other social evils,

Strongly apreals to these Societies not only to continue 
their activities regarding the promotion of physical health, 
but also to make special efforts to plan well conceived campaigns 
in the field of individual and social mental health against 
prejudice, discrimination and racialism and to extend aid to 
the victims of these evils in accord with the humanitarian 
traditions of the Red Cross,


