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INTRODUCTION.
The following short report is a summary of the development of 
the Swedish Red Cross since the XVIII th International Red 
Cross Conference in Toronto 1952.

BASIC PACTS RELATING TO ORGANIZATION:
Date of foundation.
The Swedish Red Cross was founded in 1865. The Swedish Red 
Cross membership of the league of Red Cross Societies dates 
from 1919.

The Swedish Government ratified the Geneva Conventions as fol
lows:
Conventions of 1864 ----  1864

" " 1906 ---- 1911
" " 1926 ---- 1931
" " 1949 ---- 1953

A law to protect the Red Cross emblem and the privileges of 
the Swedish Red Cross was confirmed with amendments by the 
King-in-Council in 1911.

Number of members on the Central Committee and form of their 
appointment.
The Central Committee is composed of 54 members. The King-in- 
Council appoints the President of the Swedish Red Cross, this 
post being occupied since 1948 by Justice Emil Sandstrom. Cer
tain branches of the Government including those for Social 
welfare, Defence, Defence medical forces, Civil defence etc. 
are represented on the Board, as are also the leading Swedish 
economic, trade, culture and welfare organisations.



Government Department with .jurisdiction over Red Cross ac
tivities.
Since the foundation, Red Cross liaison with the Government 
is arranged through the Ministry of Defence. The organization 
is, however, totally independent of the Government.

Humber of staff, paid and voluntary.
The Central Administration of the Swedish Red Cross employs 
44 paid members on its staff. The District Secretaires for 
the 24 districts are paid, full or half-time. A large number 
of non-paid volunteers assist the staff temporarily, parti
cularly in connection with the launching of special relief 
actions, fund-raising campaigns ets.

Dumber of local committees, chapters, branches or delegations. 
The Swedish Red Cross comprises 24 Districts, with a total of 
1.733 branches, 167 Red Cross Detachments, 474 Junior Red 
Cross Sections and 54 Associations of Samaritan Workers.

Title of executive heads, and form of appointment.
H .K. the King is Patron of the Swedish Red Cross.
H.iii. the Queen is Honorary President of the Swedish Red Cross.
The Executive Committee is composed of:
The President who is appointed by the King-in-Council
The three Vice-Presidents who are appointed by the Central
Committee
The representatives of the National Defence and the Public 
Health Board.
Nine members appointed by the Central Committee, of whom at 
least five should represent the Districts.

I.;E1-.BEPSHI'P AND FUND RAISING.
Qualification for membership.
In accordance with the Statutes, every Swedish man or woman 
is eligible for membership of the Swedish Red Cross. The 
annual membership fee is 3:—  Sw.Cr. (60 cents).



Humber of members.
Total number of members in 1955: 545*277.

Methods of Fund Raising.
During the four-year period different methods of Raising 
Funds have been employed. Apart from the membership fees, the 
traditional methods have consisted in centrally or locally 
arranged drives, the use of direct or indirect methods,ap
peals to industries and banks, canvassing of shops and pri
vate homes, appeals by radio and the press, festivals etc. 
Severe limitations were imposed on the raising of funds up to 
1950 by the common Swedish effort to contribute to inter
national relief. An annual fund raising drive is generally 
organized in February-March characterized by a concentrated 
cash collection, organized by the local branches with the 
collaboration and guidance of the central organization. This 
drive, which is carried through at a minimum cost, owing to 
donations of paper and other publicity material, gives a 
result of approximately 1 million Sw. Cr. (200.000 $)

The total of the different forms of contributions to the 
Swedish Red Cross during the period 1952 - 1955 amounted to 
41,2 million Sw. Cr. (8 million jo), in addition clothing with 
an approximate,value of 19.995*000 Sw. Cr. (3.845.500 pi) was 
distributed to various countries during the same period.

Date of campaigns.
1953, February - March
1954, February - ¡¿arch
1955, April - May
1956, September - October

SERVICES TO TIE ARMED FORCES.
The Swedish Red Cross has certain obligations to fulfill in 
relation to the Armed Forces and is in that regard to be con
sidered as a voluntary relief organization.the duties of which
are regulated by agreements with the military authorities and



are carried oui in cooperation with these authorities.

Within the Central Committee subjects, as training and mobi
lization, are dealt with by a special department - the de
partment of defence.

The responsibilities which the Swedish Red Cross have to 
shoulder include furnishing of personnel trained as medical 
attendants as well as providing Red Cross supply depots for 
use in war-time.

During a war or when danger of war is immiment the Swedish 
Red Cross places at the disposal of the Armed Forces esta
blishments for convalescence and for medical treatment, the 
number and location of which are determined by the military 
authorities. This personnel is trained and the necessary ma
terial for these establishment are provided by the Swedish 
Red Cross. The personnel, which is both female and male,is in 
wartime placed at the entire disposal of the Armed Forces and 
they are bound by contract as war-volunteers.

A number of hospital trains are manned aid equipped by the 
Swedish Red Cross.

Personnel from the Swedish Red Cross are also selected as 
medical orderlies and stretcher bearers to certain units of 
the Armed Forces such as stationary air-defence divisions, 
military staffs, prisoner of war camps etc.

The male personnel of the Swedish Red Cross, chosen for these 
tasks, consists of elderly (or exempted) men who are beyond 
the age of liability to military service (47 years).

For more occaisional tasks during war-time the Swedish Red 
Cross in peace-time trains and recruits another category of 
personnel, employed for the medical service of the Swedish 
Home Guard. The majority of these Home Guard Samaritans are
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Training of personnel for the Civil Defence is organized 
partly as spare-time training in the home districts of the 
participants and partly as camp-training, generally with a 
duration of 12 days. Besides this, voluntary service with 
military units during field manoevres also takes place.

The Swedish Red Cross supplies special instructors,who to
gether with medical officers from the Armed Forces, in peace
time instruct the civil population in the care of sick and 
wounded.

Finally Red Cross personnel is during peace-time allways 
available in order to give first aid assistance at accidents 
during competitions and races of various kinds, and they also 
form an emergency service prepared for any kind of major 
disaster.

V. PRESENT ACTIVITIES AT HOME AND ABROAD
a) Home Service.

Within the framework of general social welfare activities, 
the Swedish Red Cross has acted as a pioneer, by leading the 
extensive development of social services in Sweden.

The home service of the Swedish Red Cross is based on a social 
welfare program, the backbone of which consists in health and 
first aid education. In order to encourage and intensify this 
activity, the Central Committee organizes a number of courses 
for instructors each year, especially for nurses. This pro
gram includes:

Courses and lectures for the general public,
Courses for school-children and members of the 
Junior Red Cross,
Courses for Samaritans of the local Red Cross 
branches,
Courses for trainees of the associations of 
Samaritan workers,
Courses for personnel to be employed in the ser
vices of the Rational Defence and the Civil 
Defence.
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¿very year about 55.500, persons take part in Red Cross 
courses.

The Child Welfare program covers summer and day colonies. 
holiday camps for children, day nurseries for farmers' chil
dren and, to a certain extent, permanent support towards the 
dental treatment of school-children. The care of handicapped 
children is a task in the stage of expansion. The Swedish Red 
Cross has for more than fifteen years run a rehabilitation 
centre for children with defective palates.Summer colonies 
for the post-convalescent treatment of polio victims are 
organized every year.A new item on the Swedish Child Welfare 
program is a convalescent home for children with asthma and 
diabetes. The care of spastic children is an object of in
creasing concern. So far only two day nurseries and a few 
summer colonies have been arranged but this activity is 
undoubtedly developing.

In 1954 the Swedish Red Cross took the initiative in organi
zing a propaganda campaign against accidents to children in 
collaboration with a number of interested organisations. As 
a result the permanent "Collaborating committee for the fight 
against accidents to children" was formed.

Adult welfare is concentrated on occupational therapy for 
those suffering from prolonged illness, assistance to the 
Aged, home Samaritan activity, holiday and convalescent homes 
for house-wives,health campaigns etc.

Special tasks include post-convalescent treatment of invalids. 
This activity has been intensified to a certain extent. A con
valescent home for victims of alcoholism has been established. 
Further, sewing work is perpexually done for national welfare 
purposes and also for international relief programs of the 
society.

Blood program. Blood banks are organized by the state and 
county hospitals. The Red Cross participation in the program
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7
however consists in the general education of the public and 
the recruitment of blood donors. In districts where, so far, 
the blood program has not been initiated the Swedish Red 
Cross is carrying out a propaganda campaign for this purpose.

In cooperation with the official 'Civil Defence organizations 
the Swedish Red Cross has started the distribution of identi
ty disks to all Swedish children.
/ ·

The Swedish Red Cross maintains two Mursing Schools.(Stockholm 
and Boden) from which 150 trained and qualified Red Cross 
nurses graduate every year. Furthermore, an average of 50 
Auxiliary Nurses receive training and graduate every year.

In addition to these categories of professionally trained per
sonnel and paid home Samaritans, the local formations of the 
Swedish Red Cross include a large number of Samaritans, who 
undertake to serve in home nursing and give assistance to the 
Aged on a voluntary basis. The number of such active Red 
Cross volunteers is at present estimated at 60.000.

400 Road posts for first-aid to victims of traffic accidents, 
are equipped and manned by the Red Cross.

500 automobiles, mostly taxis, can be converted to ambulances 
by a technical arrangement provided by the Red Cross.

100 emergency stations at the bathing-beaches are equipped 
and manned by the Red Cross.

b) Disasters (including civil defence)
Geological and climatic conditions are very stable in Sweden 
in comparison with those existing in other parts of the world. 
Disasters are therefore extremely rare and a special organiza
tion is not necessary in this connection. The general-prepa
redness scheme of the Swedish Red Cross detachment has, howe
ver, proved its value in a number of minor disasters (land
slides, railway disasters, traffic accidents, etc.).



8
I’he Red Cross detachments have organized an around the clock 
preparedness scheme which renders them valuable for different 
forms of emergency service to the society.

The training of civil defence workers has been dealt with 
under"Services to the armed forces". The Swedish civil defen
ce medical service is partly organized by the Swedish Red 
Cross and its training program is taken over for the greater 
part by the Red Cross. The Red Cross is also active in other 
branches of civil defence (evacuation).

Industrial first aid workers. According to Swedish law every 
employer is compelled to ascertain that there always among 
his employees is available someone, who can give first aid 
assistance in cases of accidents or sudden illness. These 
industrial first aid workers are selected by the employer but 
trained by the Swedish Red Cross. The number of employees 
annually qualifying as first aid workers amounts to between 
forteen and fifteen thousand.

Naval Rescue Service. For some years the Swedish Red Cross, 
in collaboration with the Swedish Society for the Rescue of 
Shipwrecked and the Swedish Womans Army Auxiliary Corps, have 
been preparing an activity for the care-taking of shipwrecked.

This activity is a sort of emergency service and is intended 
to operate during calamities at sea, but is also intended to 
give first assistance to sailors, who, owing to accidents or 
sudden illness, are landed from ships in Swedish waters.

To make this emergency service operate, stations for life
saving have been set up along the Swedish coast at several 
places, where there are suitable harbours for entering-navi
gation, even in the dark, and in bad weather, and which are 
situated in such a way that transports to hospitals are fea
sible by motor-car during the whole year.

At these stations measures have been taken to give the ship-
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wrecked warm clothing, rest, and food. There will also be 
possibilities for first aid and simple sick-attendance, as 
well as arrangements for quick transports to the nearest 
hospitals.

For this reason a special agreement has been made with per
sonnel, who have passed certain, stipulated training courses 
in sick-attendance and who, on alarm are ready for service.

Materiel for this activity is procured and stored at various 
convenient places.

At present ll'J stations are organized within 15 Red-Cross- 
districts.
\

c) Junior Red Gross.
The Junior Red Cross to a great extent owes its development 
thanks to the interest, shown by school authorities and 
teachers.

Great efforts have been made to find interested and capable 
people, willing to sacrifice time and energy for local Junior 
activities. Special attention has been paid to the question 
of training leaders for the Junior Red Cross.

The Junior Red Cross activity was formerly exclusively con
nected with the schools, and the children and youths of school- 
age. lately, efforts have been made to combine the Junior 
activity with those of the Swedish Red Cross and the local 
Red-Cross-organisations in order to give young people intimate 
contact with to-days Ped-Cross-work. Hew methods are employed 
to give them occupations and tasks corresponding to their 
claims of independence and craving for action, and also to 
increase the Red Cross activity already founded at school.

The Junior activities are carried out in societies at diffe
rent kinds of schools and in societies directly joined to the 
local Red Cross organisations. In the Red Cross societies,
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where the different branches of activity have been unified, 
the Junior activities, too, form part of them. Within every 
district one or several junior advisers are responsible for 
the activities, found new societies, lead the camp- and out
door work, and also take charge of the training of junior 
leaders.

The Swedish Junior Red Gross movement tries to make children 
and youths interested in the ideas and work of the Red Cross 
and give them a goal to work for and positive tasks to work 
at.

The training program of the Junior Red Cross aims at giving 
children and youths in schools and societies a useful and 
practical training above all in the care of the sick. Special 
attention has been given to advanced education of youths in 
actual Red Cross-work.

The members of the Junior organisations are engaged in special 
helpactions, originated by the Swedish Red Cross. Within old- 
age-care and assistance to handicapped children special ac
tions have been started by the Junior-Red-Cross. By tradition, 
Christmas-boxes are annually sent to children in countries 
that have suffered from war or disasters.

The number of accidents among children has lately increased 
alarmingly - a fact, which also has been observed by the 
Junior organisations. By information and educational training 
to watchfulness of dangers in traffic etc, - and by teaching 
how to act in an unexpected situation, the Junior Red Cross 
assists in the campaign against accidents. A drawing-competi
tion for posters on the theme of "Children in Danger" has been 
announced to take place in the near future.

With regard to international contacts the Junior Red Cross has 
taken part in several international study centres, in the in
ternational exchange of albums, and in the special exchange 
of drawings. Together with the other Scandinavian Red Cross
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organisations an international instruction camp was organised 
in 1954 in Sweden, with Red Cross Juniors from 12 countries. 
Scandinavian co-operation has showed itself in training youth- 
leaders and in camps for youths.

The interest in camp-, and open - air - activities has increa
sed considerably during the last years. Some 20 camps all 
around the country in summer-time give several thousands of 
youths a possibility to get training, recreation, and very 
good fellowship. Special competitions on a large or small 
scale for Red Cross Juniors have also proved to stimulate the 
interest for Junior Red Cross activities.

d) Public relations.
The most important forms of public relations for the Swedish 
Red Cross are its two official publications "Our Red Cross" 
with a circulation of 54000 copies and "the Junior Red Cross" 
with a circulation of 3500 copies. The information office of 
the Swedish Red Cross is mainly responsible for contact with 
press, radio and other publicity mediums as well as for the 
preparation and distribution of propaganda material of various 
kinds. The relations to the league and other international 
Red Cross organizations are maintained through the Foreign 
Relations Office, which also collects and distributes informa
tion concerning Swedish Red Cross foreign relief.

e ) Foreign Activities.
The post-war relief activities of the Swedish Red Cross have 
taken the shape of three distinct phases; immediately after 
the war it proved necessary to attend the most urgent material 
need of the civilian population in the war-ravaged countries 
and assistance was given in the form of large-scale feeding 
programmes and distributions of clothing. The second phase 
aimed at a reconstruction stage and Swedish Red Cross relief 
became concentrated on direct assistance to refugees in the 
form of rehabilitation schemes particularly intended to em
brace the Refugee Youth. In Germany, several training centres 
were donated by the Swedish Red Cross to provide a number of
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young refugees with some prowess in the profession they in
tended to take up on finishing their training period. A great 
number of tools and utensils to be used in the workshops of 
the camps was also donated to sister societies in countries 
where refugees had congregated.

The phase which we have now entered,and which really began in 
1951, might very well be called, "the Period of Calamities", 
since every year from 1951 has been marked by at least one 
serious disaster. The first of these was the floods and land
slides which occured in Italy in November 1951· First-aid in 
considerable quantities was rushed to the spot, and in 1952 
the Swedish Red Cross granted a contribution towards recon
struction of one of the destroyed areas by donating 20 pre
fabricated houses containing living quarters for 80 destitute 
and homeless families. The Swedish houses replaced a totally 
destroyed village in Calabria, Southern Italy. Disasters of. a 
similar nature now followed one upon another. The Netherlands 
was struck by severe floods in early 1953 and these floods 
which intimately concerned the daily lives of some 100.000 
people, released a veritable avalanche of spontanous genero
sity all over the world. Within a few days of the news of the 
Netherlands disaster, the Swedish Red Cross was able to for
ward first-aid relief with a total value of 390.000:—  Swedish 
Crowns, and some 175.000 kilos of clothing. Reconstruction 
assistance comprised donations of textiles for 3.000 families, 
agricultural tools and implements, 1.500 stds. timber, a cash 
donation of 250.000:—  Swedish Crowns to the Netherlands Red 
Cross, 167 prefabricated wooden houses for 237 homeless fami
lies, and a donation to make possible the Red Cross hospital 
of Zierikzee on the island of Schouwen-Duiveland. The total 
value of Swedish Red Cross relief to the Netherlands amounted 
to approximately 13 million Swedish Crowns. (2.5 million $) 
While the relief programme for the Netherlands was still be
ing executed urgent requests for Swedish Red Cross support of 
homeless British families, victims of the same disaster that 
struck the Netherlands, were received at our headquarters.Bed 
linen, textiles and sets of eating implements of stainless



steel, were required and forwarded by air to Great Britain 
and the British Red Cross, - total value, approximately 
75-000:—  Swedish Crowns.

In August 1953> new disasters, occured this time in Greece 
where on the Ionian Islands, pratically all buildings were 
laid in ruins by repeated earthquakes, leaving a homeless po
pulation of some 100.000 persons to face a very hard life. 
Swedish Red Cross first-aid assistance was quickly organized 
and donations including bandages, blood substitute, plasma, 
surgical instruments and milk powder were air-lifted to 
Greece. These donations were later considerably increased by 
five small hospitals, containing 20 beds each and a large 
hospital of 120 beds in prefabricated material, which repla
ced the destroyed main hospital of Argostolion, capital of the 
Ionian Islands. A small hospital was also donated to the 
Hellenic Red Cross for employment in the town of Volos, comp
letely destroyed in an earthquake in 1955, and quite recently 
an additional hospital was donated to the island of Santorin. 
Total value of Swedish Red Cross relief to the victims of 
Greek disasters amounts to several million Swedish Crowns. 
Austria and particularly the area around the town of Linz was 
severely hit by violent floods in the summer 1954. Two first- 
aid air-lifts brought the Austrian Red Cross medical supplies, 
clothing, rubber boots, bandage material and canned food with 
an approximate value of 120.000:—  Swedish Crowns. Cur special 
relief programme was later completed with five prefabricated 
huts to serve as emergency residence for homeless families, 
with a value of 40.000:—  Sv/edish Crowns, 50 tons of clothing, 
worth approximately 500.000:—  Swedish Crowns, arid a donation 
of 250.000:—  Swedish Crowns in a joint relief action with the 
Swedish Governemt and the Swedish Save the Children Fund with 
the purpose of creating a village of Swedish prefabricated 
houses, near Linz, to house homeless families.

Disaster relief has also been sent to other countries, such 
as India, Pakistan, Iraq, Japan, Yougoslavia, Lebanon, Algeria 
and Turkey. The value of Swedish Red Cross donations to the
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victims of calamities in these countries, through their re
spective Red Cross or Red Crescent Societies, is indicated 
elsewhere in this report.

The concentration of relief to victims of national disasters 
in foreign countries, should not imply that other important 
aspects of international relief have been overlooked or neg
lected. Swedish Red Cross traditional policy of rendering as
sistance to refugees, for instance, has continued all through 
the period, 1952 - 1956. A donation for Turkish refugees from 
Bulgaria, was remitted to the Turkish Red Crescent in 1952.
The Red Cross of the German Federal Republic received, the 
same year, for refugee relief, donations worth more than 5 
million Swedish Crowns, and in 1953 donations in kind for the 
refugees of some of the larger camps in Berlin, valued at more 
than 150.000:—  Swedish Crowns. The serious refugee problem 
in Austria has also been in the focus of Swedish Red Cress re
lief assistance for some years; thus in 1952, 25.000 kilos of 
clothing, valued at 375*000:—  Swedish Crowns were remitted 
to the Austrian Red Cross; in 1953, medical supplies, wheel 
chairs, hearing aids, textiles and blankets, valued at appro
ximately 75*000:—  Swedish Crowns; and in 1954, a cash gift 
of 50.000:—  Sw. Cr. and donations in kind, valued at the same 
amount, were forwarded to the Austrian Red Cross. Refugees in 
countries outside Europe, have also received considerable as
sistance. In 1952, the Swedish Red Cross made a donation of 
27.000 kilos of clothing to the United Nations Relief and works 
Agency, for the purpose of distribution among needy Arab refu
gees from Palestina, and in 1954, 30.000 kilos of clothing 
were granted the same UN organisation. Continous assistance 
to the Korean refugees has been given through the Swedish Red 
Cross hospital in Pusan, Korea, 25.000 kilos of clothing were 
distributed through the hospital and the Korean Red Cross in 
1952, and another 1.000.000 kilos were distributed through the 
same channels in 1954; total value: some 1.300.000:—  Sw. Cr.

The Swedish Red Cross hospital in Pusan, Korea, has now been 
operating for more than 6 years, without interruption.
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Following the Armistice, the work of the hospital has mainly 
been directed to the care of Korean civilian patients.
Swedish Red Cross doctors and nurs-es on the hospital staff 
have done valuable services to a number of Korean hospital 
establishments, where they have worked in their spare time.
It is now envisaged that the hospital will end its activities 
at the beginning of 1957, but is hoped that means can be found 
to maintain one or two Swedish pediatrics in Korea, at least 
until the Scandinavian Hospital in Seoul comes into operation 
in 1958.

With regard to international medical or nursing assistance it 
is worth recording in this report, that in 1952, the Swedish 
Red Cross donated to the Ethiopian Red Cross, a small prefa
bricated building to provide accmmodation for the pupil nur
ses of the Ethiopian Red Cross School of Nursing, this dona
tion, complete with all equipment was valued at 20.000:—  Sw. 
Cr. The Swedish Red Cross has further paid half the salary of 
the Swedish Matron of the Ethiopian School of Nursing. We are 
also happy to continue the summer study-recreation exchange 
of nurses with the French Red Cross.

Relations to a great number of sister societies, all over the 
world, has been very close, and we are pleased to record an 
increasing exchange of information and experiences from all 
spheres and fields of Red Cross activity. It is thanks also 
to these close relations that the Swedish Red Cross has been 
able to undertake and solve in a satisfactory manner, certain 
tasks of a rather delicate nature. Thus acting on behalf of 
the Polish Red Cross, our society was able in 1954 and 1955 
to negotiate the release of the crews of two Polish ships, 
detained by the nationalist Chinese authorities of the Island 
of Taiwan, and repatriate officers and men of these crews to 
Poland.

At the moment of issue of this report, urgent appeals from the 
Hungarian Red Cross for assistance to the victims of the armed 
conflict in Hungary reached the Swedish Red Cross. Within re-
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markably short time, nearly 200 tons of food, medical supplies, 
blood plasma, clothing etc. were on their way to the point of 
assembly for all Red Cross supplies to Hungary i.e. Vienna.
The Swedish people in a tremendous effort to assist the Hun
garian people brought nearly 3 million Swedish crowns to the 
funds of the Swedish Red Cross, also within a very short time.
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Beneficiary, national Value of assistance in
societies of: Swedish Crowns:

Ethiopia 20.000:-
Finland 17.600:-
France (Swedish church in Paris) 7.000:-

" (Algeria) 24.000:-
Germany 1.499.000:-
Great Britain 200.000:-
Greece 2.230.600:-
Netherlands 13.240.800:-
India 54.500:-
Iraq 10.000:-
J apan 10.000:-
Yugoslavia 85.200:-
Korea (civilian relief) 164.600:-
Field Hospital in Korea 26.337.225:-
Lebanon 1.500:-
Mexico 10.000:-
Pakistan 30.000:-
Turkey 130.000:-
Various relief actions 1.064.000:-

GRAND TOTAL IN SWEDISH CROWNS: 45.136.025:-(8.680.000#)

Funds raised through public campaigns:
1952 16/2 - 25/2 I .099.367:-
1955 24/2 - 5/3 1.468.045:-
1954 24/2 - 7/3 898.947:-
1955 24/4 - 8/5 747.518:16

4.213.877:16
The entire amount of contributions to the Swedish Red Cross
1952 - 1955: 41.200.000:- (c:a 8.000.000.- /)
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