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ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

During the last four years the membership of the Red Cross 
has continued to increase and the activities, both national and 
international have expanded.

The 4th November, 1955 was the 90th anniversary of the Nor
wegian Red Cross. The Jubilee was marked with a wide-scale 
membership campaign which resulted in nearly 50 000 new mem
bers, that is to say an increase of 25 per cent.

To-day the Norwegian Red Cross numbers 200 000 members, 
or 5.87 per cent of the population of the country. The organiza
tion comprises 364 local branches, 267 first aid units, 4 motor 
corps, 150 junior Red Cross sections and 32 child relief sections, 
— totalling 817 local branches and special sections.

In the autumn of 1953 the Norwegian Red Cross had the 
pleasure of moving into its own building, the beautiful property 
in Parkveien 33 B, which was a legacy from the Dutch artist, 
Mauritz van Roos and his Norwegian-born wife, Aagot van Roos.

30 persons are employed at Head Office.
In recent years, the Norwegian Red Cross has endeavoured 

further to strengthen the organization through the establish
ment of district offices with permanent secretaries. The system 
of having travelling secretaries, based at Head Office has been 
discontinued with effect from 1st January 1956, and the finances 
thus freed have been distributed to the districts as a contri
bution towards the appointment of district secretaries.
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H. M. King Haakon at the opening meeting of the Board of Governors.

Furthermore, the N.R.C. Branch Office in Narvik — the 
North Norway Office — was closed down with effect from 1st 
January, 1956, and the office funds distributed to the districts.

During the past year, the travelling secretaries carried out 
a great deal of useful work in furthering interest in the Red 
Cross in our wide-stretched country. Furthermore, members 
of the Central Committee of the Norwegian Red Cross, the 
Board of Representatives headed by the President, and mem
bers of Head Office staff have visited a number of local branches 
and districts, where they have lectured about the Red Cross.

Two important events marked the work of the Red Cross in 
1954: the meeting of the Board of Governors, 20th—29th May in 
Oslo, and the 19th General Assembly of the Norwegian Red 
Cross, 11th—13th October, in Bergen.

It was the first time in the history of the Norwegian Red 
Cross that an international Red Cross meeting of such scope
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as the meeting of the Board of Governors had been held in 
Norway. Of the 71 national Red Cross societies in existence at 
that time, 61 were represented at the meeting. According to 
the opinions expressed by the delegates, the meeting was a 
success.

The General Assembly in Bergen was also a success, and 226 
Red Cross delegates and a number of guests took part. Mr. Erling 
Steen was re-elected President for the coming three year period.

The next General Assembly, the 20th, will be held in Sta
vanger in the autumn of 1957.

During the last four years, the Norwegian Red Cross has 
received a number of large legacies for the Mountain Rescue 
Service, work for the mentally deficient, and the anti-cancer 
campaign, etc.

Three Red Cross Matrons receiving the Florence Nightingale Medal, 
Karen Elise Moe (left) in 1953 and Anna Holthe and Ingrid Wyller in 1955.
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The 90th anniversary of the Nor
wegian Red Cross, H.R.H. Crown 
Prince Olav presenting the Badge 
of Honour to H. R. H. Princess 
Astrid for her work for the Red 
Cross and the interest she has 

shown for the cause.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 

AND DISASTER RELIEF WORK

The Norwegian Red Cross maintains close cooperation with 
the National Health Services Defence Council, a coordinating 
body consisting of representatives from the military and civil 
authorities and the humanitarian organizations. Furthermore, 
the Norwegian Red Cross is represented in County Defence 
Committees through its districts.

Following a request from the Defence Council, the Nor
wegian Red Cross has organized courses throughout the country 
in first aid and home nursing, in order to train ”S-aid” (auxil
iary nursing personnel) which will be registered in the case 
of a national emergency. The Defence Council have allocated 
financial assistance to the Norwegian Red Cross to cover the 
expense of these courses, and the training of instructors, etc.

First Aid Units.
Today the Norwegian Red Cross has 267 First Aid Units, 

numbering nearly 10 000 members, men and women of ages from 
18 years and upwards.

In addition to the regular training courses, instructor cour
ses, winter and mountain rescue courses, and also other special
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courses, are held annually. In 1953, the Norwegian Red Cross 
was fortunate in receiving 4000 Swiss francs from the Empress 
Shoken Fund for the Mountain Rescue Service in Norway. Some 
of this amount was used to study mountain rescue work in 
Switzerland, and for the purchase of special mountain rescue 
equipment.

In 1955, the First Aid Units received a sum of about 5000 kro
ner in the form of a scholarship from the British-Norwegian 
North Sea Foundation, which was used to study sea rescue 
services in Gt. Britain, and in 1956 a sum of 200 000 kroner was 
given by Messrs. Norsk Varekrigsforsikring (War Damage In
surance Company), which formed the basis of a mountain rescue 
fund, administered by the Norwegian Red Cross through a 
separate Board with the President as Chairman.

The Head Office of the Norwegian Red Cross, Oslo.
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On Norwegian initiative, and in counsel with the leaders of 
the various Scandinavian First Aid Units, a first aid camp was 
held in Denmark in the summer of 1954 with 35 participants 
from each of the following countries: Denmark, Sweden and 
Norway.

This enterprise proved very successful, and similar camps 
were held in Norway in 1955, and in Sweden in 1956 under the 
leadership of the heads of the First Aid Units of the three 
Scandinavian countries.

In the Norwegian Red Cross, the First Aid Units are among 
the most active sections, and have during the past four years 
steadily strengthened their position. These Units maintain close 
cooperation with both the civil and the military authorities.

During their rescue actions in the mountains in winter 1956, 
the first aid units enjoyed a most fruitful cooperation with the 
Norwegian air force and other military units. Several of these 
operations were carried out under arduous conditions imposed 
by bad weather and low temperatures.

The first aid units form the only institution which can be



called upon day and night, summer and winter, for immediate 
action in cases of emergency.

One of the most recent tasks of these Units is in the form of 
cooperation with the National Union of Motor Vehicle Repair 
Workshops, whereby the personnel of these workshops receive 
training in first aid. Furthermore, the First Aid Units are doing 
all they can to establish First Aid Stations along our highways.

Another new development is that some of the members of 
the First Aid Units are being trained as frog men.

The accounts of the work carried out by the First Aid Units 
witness initiative and determination in the measures they have 
taken to help people in need.

During the four year period, 1952—1956 the First Aid Units 
have been in service 1.2 million hours.

Motor Corps.
The Norwegian Red Cross has continued to develop the 

Motor Corps. Some of the Motor Corps which are already in 
existence have shown great interest and activity. Nevertheless, 
considerable time seems to be required to get this work properly 
under way. This is partly due to the civil and military mobili
zation plans for private vehicles.

Preparedness, Poliomyelitis, Blood Donor Service.
The First Aid Units and the S-aid are involved when assi

stance is required in the event of a poliomyelitis epedemic. 
Members of First Aid Units have given hospitals valuable assi
stance in the transportation of poliomyelitis patients and in the 
operation of respirators. The Norwegian Red Cross has offered 
the Norwegian Directorate of Public Health assistance in the 
inoculation of school children against poliomyelitis.

Another aspect of preparedness is the Blood Donor Service 
which the Norwegian Red Cross has been energetically promo
ting since 1932. In contact with the Directorate of Public Health, 
the Norwegian Red Cross has requested all districts to pay parti
cular attention to the Blood Donor Service in connection
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with the Blood Transfusion Centres which are already in 
existence and those which are being established by the Direc
torate of Public Health.

Equipment and Supplies.
Red Cross Societies throughout the country have continued 

their work of establishing hospital supplies in accordance with 
the standards set by the Defence Council for bed units, and the 
Norwegian Red Cross has valuable equipment at disposal for 
use in the event of war or other emergencies.

Aid at Accidents and Disasters.
Directives have been drawn up at the Head Office of the 

Norwegian Red Cross governing the administration of the Disas
ter Fund in the event of major catastrophies and disasters 
abroad.

In January 1954, an agreement was signed between the Red 
Cross Societies in Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden, re
specting mutual aid in the event of major disasters and epi
demics.

Italy. As mentioned in our report for 1948—1952, the Nor
wegian Red Cross in conjunction with the ’’Norwegian People’s 
Health and Relief Organization” collected 1.2 million kroner 
for victims of the flood disaster in Northern Italy in the autumn 
of 1951. This money was used to purchase 50 pre-fabricated two- 
family houses which were erected in the Po Valley. The inau
guration of this village ’’Norge Polesine” took place in Septem
ber 1953 in the presence of the President of the Norwegian Red 
Cross and representatives of the Italian Red Cross and the 
Italian authorities.

Holland. After the terrible flood disasters in Holland and 
Eastern England in February 1953, the Norwegian Red Cross 
immediately launched a wide-scale relief campaign. The re
sponse to our appeal for help surpassed all expectations. Contri
butions and gifts from all parts of the country streamed in to 
the Norwegian Red Cross. The final result was kr. 6 900 000 and
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H. M. King Haakon opening «Koning Haakonstraat» in the Dutch village, 
Stavenisse. This village was presented with a number of Norwegian 

wooden houses after the flood disaster.

goods to a value of l x/2  million kroner. In this connection, the 
First Aid Units raised money to buy 50 walkie-talkie sets to 
facilitate rescue work, and a team consisting of four members 
of the Units were sent by air to explain the use of these 
sets and to partake in the rescue work.

The fund thus raised was used to build 226 prefabricated 
houses and to purchase agricultural machinery for the flood 
victims in Holland.

In addition to the large relief action for Italy and Holland, 
the Norwegian Red Cross, during the last four years, has given 
assistance in the form of money, food-stuffs, vitamin prepara
tions, etc., to the following countries which have suffered vari
ous forms of disaster such as floods, earthquakes and avalan
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ches: Greece, Yugoslavia, South Vietnam, Austria, Switzerland, 
India, Algeria and Pakistan. To Norwegian-born women in 
Poland suffering hardship, ironing machines, vitamin prepara
tions and clothing have been sent through the Norwegian Lega
tion in Warsaw.

When a district in Nordland Fylke, a county in Northern 
Norway, in the winter of 1956 was struck by disaster in the form 
of storms and avalanches, the Norwegian Red Cross in coopera
tion with the ’’Norwegian People’s Health and Relief Organiza
tion” initiated a campaign to raise money for the victims. This 
campaign resulted in over 1 million kroner. Aid to the victims 
was also offered and given by Red Cross Societies in other 
countries.

Aid to Refugees (displaced persons).
The Norwegian Relief to Europe Organization ceased their 

activities on the 31st March, 1953, and all work for refugees was

A Red Cross ambulance boat.
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taken over by the Norwegian Refugee Council. This Council 
consists of representatives from all organizations and societies 
in Norway interested in this work including the Ministry of 
Social Affairs. A Board, with the President of the Norwegian 
Red Cross as Chairman, has been formed to act as the executive 
body of the Refugee Council. The Council is to function as a 
coordinating and advisory body for all refugee work in Norway.

During the ten years which have elapsed since the Nor
wegian Relief to Europe Organization was formed in 1946, wide- 
scale assistance has been given to thousands of displaced persons 
in Germany, Austria, Greece, Yugoslavia, Italy and Korea.

During the initial period, foodstuffs, clothing and money 
were sent.

The Norwegian Relief to Europe Organization sent a total 
of 7217.5 tons of goods to a value of about 18y2 million kroner 
to 12 different countries.

As the material situation improved, the Norwegian Relief to 
Europe Organization began to place their resources in more 
permanent enterprises, under the slogan: "We Help you to Help 
Yourselves” , the main emphasis being on children and young 
people.

The immigration policy, which the former Refugee Com
mittee (formed by the Norwegian Relief to Europe Organization 
in 1949) followed in co-operation with the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, is being continued by the Refugee Council in close co
operation with the authorities.

In their work the Refugee Council is continuing along the 
lines followed by the Norwegian Relief to Europe Organization 
”We Help You to Help Yourselves” and outside Norway under 
the old name, and has helped to finance permanent measures 
finally aimed at assisting international refugees under the man
date of the High Commissioner through economic, social and 
juridical support.

In this work the Refugee Council has endeavoured to take 
care of the «hard core» refugees by offering them new homes 
and work in Norway.
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Disaster Fund.
Following a Royal Decree of 15th April 1955, the money 

remaining from the Storm Relief campaign, approx. 1.9 million 
kroner, has been deposited in an international disaster fund 
which is administered by the Central Committee of N.R.C.

British Norwegian North Sea Foundation 1953.
Of the money which the British Government contributed to 

the Norwegian Red Cross for the large number of sandbags 
which were sent on request to the damaged districts in Eastern 
England during the flood disaster in 1953, the Norwegian Red 
Cross has established the so-called ’’North Sea Foundation” , the 
purpose of which is to strengthen Anglo-Norwegian friendship 
and to cooperate on social and humanitarian matters in the 
spirit of the Red Cross. With the addition of contributions from

The Board of the North Sea Foundation in January 1954. Right to left. 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador in Norway, Sir Michael Wright, the 
President of the Norwegian Red Cross, Director Erling Steen, the Secretary 
General in the Ministery of Foreign Affairs Mr. R. B. Skylstad, the 
Director of the British Council, Mr. Morris Dodderidge, and the Secretary 

General of the Norwegian Red Cross, Dr. Sten Florelius.



various sources, including the Norwegian Red Cross, the Fund 
today has reached half a million kroner.

The President and Vice-President of this Fund are, respec
tively, the President of the Norwegian Red Cross and Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador to Norway.

Help from Abroad.
On the request of CARE the Norwegian Red Cross undertook 

in 1955 to distribute 10 000 gift parcels to those suffering hard
ship. Most of these parcels were sent to North Norway.

SOCIAL WORK 

The Training of Nurses.
The training of nurses has always been of basic importance 

to the Norwegian Red Cross and it is still one of its main acti
vities.

At its eight nursing schools, N.R.C. has about 850 students 
under training, of which every year 260 graduate, that is to 
say about 30 per cent of all the nursing students in Norway.

In 1955, it was 60 years since the first Red Cross school was 
started in Norway. As at the 1st January 1956, there were 4000 
trained Red Cross nurses of which about 1.450 are in active 
nursing service. Unfortunately, a large number of nurses leave 
the Red Cross every year, primarily on account of marriage, so 
that the requirements for nurses at the hospitals are never 
covered.

N.R.C. receives an annual grant from the State for the train
ing of nurses, but this grant is by no means sufficient to meet 
the large expenses of our training schools. N.R.C. is making 
urgent appeals to the State authorities requesting a substantial 
increase in this grant. In conjunction with the Oslo Red Cross 
Branch, N.R.C. are building a home for 60 pensioned Red Cross 
nurses. The house lies in pleasant surroundings in the immediate
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The training courses for nurses include dietetics.

vicinity of Oslo, and should be ready for occupation in the au
tumn of 1957.

N.R.C. had the pleasure of seeing three of their Matrons 
decorated with the Florence Nightingale Medal (1953 and 1955) : 
Karen Elise Moe, Anna Holthe and Ingrid Wyller.

Cottage and Out-post Hospitals.
Today, the Norwegian Red Cross has altogether 19 of these 

hospitals, of which 15 are in the three most northerly counties. 
Most of these hospitals have 12 or 15 beds, and absolutely mo
dern equipment. Several of them have public baths and health 
clinics for mother and child.

A particularly satisfying development is that the temporary 
out-post hospitals in Finnmark which were built in the form of 
barracks after the liberation in 1945, have all been replaced 
with solid, permanent buildings. The last three of the eight
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modern out-post hospitals in Finnmark: Kjpllefjord, Berlevag 
and Batsfjord, were ceremoniously opened in March 1956 in the 
presence of the President of N.R.C.

These buildings have been financed through contributions 
from N.R.C. and various public authorities. Valuable contribu
tions towards equipment were supplied by Red Cross Districts 
and Local Branches in southern Norway, each of which «adop
ted» an out-post hospital in Finnmark.

N.R.C. has appointed an inspecting nurse to supervise the 
hospitals in northern Norway and to offer advice to the nurses 
there, many of whom are young.

Our North Norway Office in Narvik was closed down with 
effect from the 1st January, 1956. Since its inception in 1946 
this office has meant a great deal to the expansion of the Red 
Cross in the three most northerly counties, particularly iii war- 
ravaged Finnmark where the first task was to rebuild the hospi
tals which had been burned down. Red Cross work in North 
Norway is now well under way, the hospitals have been rebuilt 
and the district organizations strengthened to such an extent 
that the North Norway Office is no longer necessary.

Patients’ Friends (Gray Ladies).
In 1948, N.R.C started courses for the training of Patients’ 

Friends, and by the 1st December this year a total of 650 
had been trained. Separate committees have now been esta
blished in a number of Red Cross districts to encourage and 
promote the activities of Patients’ Friends and gratifying results 
have been seen.

In the autumn of 1953, the Ministry of Defence sanctioned 
the directives covering the work of Patients’ Friends at military 
hospitals.

Patients’ Friends work in hospitals, tuberculosis sanatoria, 
asylums and old peoples’ homes, and they also visit patients in 
their homes suffering from illnesses of long duration.

Following the resolution passed at the Toronto Conference
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The Patients’ Friends’ popular «trolley shop» in action.

in 1952 on Reading as Therapy for mental cases, the Patients’ 
Friends Committee have started this special work in collabo
ration with psychiatrists and asylum doctors.

Child Relief.
The Norwegian Red Cross has undertaken a large number 

and variety of tasks in this connection as may be seen from 
the previous four year report.
Mentally Deficient Children.

Firstly, mention must be made of the work being done for 
mentally deficient children. N.R.C. is represented in the Co
ordinating Council for the mentally deficient in Norway, and 
in the County Committees which have been formed to promote 
work in this field. The council and the committees consist of 
representatives from the authorities and of the voluntary orga
nisations.
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This important social work shows gratifying progress and 
expansion. In 1945 there were only 495 places in authorized 
homes for the mentally deficient in the entire country. By 1956 
there were 1852 places or, in other words, nearly four times as 
many as in 1945. Nevertheless, we are still far from our target.

N.R.C. is now running and extending the splendid home and 
training school for mentally deficient children, ’’Bakkebp” in the 
neighbourhood of Egersund (south Norway) where there are at 
present about 250 children and 80 staff. The home has been 
planned for a capacity of 400—500 children.

The Oslo Branch of the Red Cross is running ’’Bjerka” (out
side Oslo) for 15 children, and ’’Grimebakken” home and trai
ning school for mentally deficient children (in S. Land) with 
72 children. The target is 150 children.

Oppland Red Cross district has under construction a home 
for 25 mentally deficient children, ’’Hjertebo” at Gran in Hade- 
land.

The Junior Red Cross in Trondheim gave in 1953 a home for 
25 children at Klaebu, a State property in Southern Trpndelag.

A little «refugee child» be
ing met by the Secretary of 
Norwegian Red Cross Child 
Relief Section at a railway 
station, Oslo.
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The hospital for epileptic children —  presented

Epileptic Children.
In September 1954, N.R.C. had the pleasure of presenting the 

State with the country’s first treatment centre for epileptic 
children, consisting of two buildings, each housing 18 children 
and one building for 14 staff. This centre has been named ’’The 
Child Clinic, Norwegian Red Cross Gift” , and is part of a State 
scheme for providing hospitals for epileptics which in time will 
occupy the delightful area, Solberg in Bserum.

Refugee Children.
An important task with which the Child Relief Section is 

energetically continuing is that of offering aid to refugee child
ren. During the last four years, this section has negotiated a 
three months’ stay in private homes for about 500 refugee 
children annually. The ages of the children range from 5 to 12 
years, and they are of different nationalities from camps in 
Germany and Austria.
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to the State by the Norwegian Red Cross.

Children travelling from Germany to Norway and back have 
had their journeys fully paid.

The Norwegian Refugee Council, Red Cross Districts, Local 
Branches and Child Relief Sections have contributed towards 
the travelling expenses incurred by children from Austria.

In order to help some of the children who were too small to 
travel by the children’s transports, the Child Relief Section, 
aided by contributions from Local Branches, Child Relief Sec
tions and private individuals, procured equipment for a day 
nursery in the refugee camp, Parsch in Austria.

The day nursery, which can accept about 45 children, was 
inaugurated on the 16th September, 1955. The Child Relief 
Section is now working on equipping a kindergarden in the 
refugee camp, Hellbrunn in Austria.

Through the Norwegian Refugee Council, the Child Relief 
Section sent second-hand clothing, shoes and toys, etc., for distri
bution to refugees in Austria and also forwarded addresses of
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’’foster children” in Austria and Germany to certain Norwegian 
families who have undertaken to send parcels direct to the 
children by post.

Children Suffering From Cerebral Palsy.
In the autumn of 1952, a section for ten children suffering 

from cerebral palsy was opened at ’’Tomtebo” , N.R.C. con
valescent home for children.

This undertaking has proved very successful. Plans are now 
afoot to take a larger number of children suffering from cere
bral palsy at the expense of convalescent children, as applica
tions on behalf of the latter have decreased somewhat during the 
last year.

Convalescent Children.
In addition to N.R.C.”s ’’Tomtebo” with a total capacity of 

40 children, the delightful home ’’Evjebakken” for 20 convales
cent children must be mentioned. This belongs to the Hedmark 
district of N.R.C.

Child Relief conference.
In 1953, N.R.C. Child Relief Section held a very successful 

meeting at Modum Bad with 75 participants throughout the 
country and representatives from Red Cross Societies of the 
other Scandinavian countries. Topical problems discussed in
cluded those relating to children suffering from bad hearing, 
difficulties of speech and cerebral palsy. Through the Inter
national Social Service in Geneva, the Child Relief Section 
have had a number of matters under discussion during the last 
four years.

UNICEF Committee.
At a meeting of N.R.C. Central Committee on the 11th Fe

bruary, 1954, it was decided that the Norwegian Red Cross 
should undertake to establish a Norwegian UNICEF Committee 
for a trial period of two years.
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On the 4th June, 1954 the Norwegian UNICEF Committee 
was constituted. The President of N.R.C.s Child Relief Section, 
Mrs. Tupsy Molstad, was chosen as Chairman.

The Norwegian UNICEF Committee is to act in a liaison 
capacity in Norway for the United Nations’ International Emer
gency Fund.

Search for Missing Persons (Tracing Service).
During the last four years, the Norwegian Red Cross has 

continued its efforts to trace persons who have been missing 
since the war, such as Norwegian citizens who joined the Ger
man forces in Russia during the war, German prisoners of war, 
and others. Furthermore the Norwegian Red Cross has under
taken the photography of German war graves and the laying 
of wreaths on these.

The Norwegian Red Cross has been requested by the German 
Red Cross to assist in securing information about Norwegians 
who became permanently disabled through their services with 
the German military forces during the war, 1940—1945. The 
Federation of the West German Republic have made a grant of 
money to help to pay for treatment and artificial limbs, etc.

Co-operation with other voluntary organizations.
In order to promote co-operation between the four large 

humanitarian organizations in this country, Norwegian National 
Tuberculosis Health Association, the Norwegian Red Cross, the 
Norwegian People’s Help and Relief Organization and the Nor
wegian Women’s Health Association, a Co-ordinating Council 
has been formed. The Council holds regular meetings at which 
a number of matters of mutual interest are discussed.

The Norwegian Red Cross is represented in, and co-operate 
with, a number of organizations including the Anti-Cancer Lea
gue, the Co-ordinating Council for Aid to the Mentally Deficient, 
the Women’s Voluntary Defence Corps, the Norwegian Women’s 
National Council, the National Campaign to Assist the Insane, 
the Radio Gift Fund, etc.
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JUNIOR RED CROSS
Today, the Junior Red Cross has about 20 000 members divi

ded among 150 sections. In the towns, the membership in the 
branches has increased as class memberships in a number of 
schools have been established. The increase is also due to the 
campaign to enroll members launched in 1955 in connection with 
N.R.C.’s 90th anniversary. This coincided with the 30th anni
versary of the Junior Red Cross in Norway. In this connection 
an international Junior Red Cross Exhibition was held in Oslo 
from the 14th—21st November. The Junior Red Cross Societies 
of 37 countries participated in the exhibition by supplying draw
ings, and various works of handicraft such as dolls, etc.

The exhibition was a great success, toured the country and 
proved everywhere to be good propaganda for the Junior Red 
Cross.

In addition, N.R.C. has taken part in 20 J.R.C. exhibitions 
at home and abroad.

The Junior Red Cross is now preparing a First Aid Manual 
for use in schools. The Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs and

A  Junior Red Cross girl 
packing gift boxes for re
fugee children.
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A  spring greeting to Norway from the beech forests of 
Denmark, distributed to hospitals and infirmaries by the 

Junior Red Cross.

Education has recommended the publication of this book which 
will form a useful basis for first aid instruction.

The Junior Red Cross has prepared plans for courses in first 
aid and home nursing which a number of J.R.C. sections have 
utilized. Plans are afoot to make a Junior Red Cross first aid 
film.

At the various summer courses held for primary school 
teachers, lectures have been given about the Junior Red Cross 
supplemented by films and demonstrations of Junior Red Cross 
work. At these courses, teachers also receive instruction in 
first aid.

Junior Red Cross sections have sent gifts in the form of 
equipment and books to Red Cross out-post hospitals in northern 
Norway. Every Christmas, the J.R.C. sections send drawings, 
letters and small gifts to Norwegian seamen in foreign ports. 
16 285 such greetings were sent during the period 1952—1956. 
These greetings, which are received with pleasure and gratitude, 
are forwarded by the Norwegian Missions to Seamen.
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During the last four year period, the Junior Red Cross has 
held a number of camps for children and young people. Parti
cular emphasis is laid on the training of camp leaders. A natio
nal camp for J.R.C. leaders was held in 1953. A Scandinavian 
J.R.C. Study Centre was held in 1954 at Flamslatt in Sweden, 
at which 95 young people and 12 leaders from a number of 
countries partook. The Scandinavian countries were jointly res
ponsible for this arrangement.

Norwegian J.R.C. members have also partaken in a number 
of J.R.C. camps abroad. The exchange of albums is being conti
nued with great interest on the part of our J.R.C. sections and 
particularly the schools.

In 1953, the Junior Red Cross, in .co-operation with the pic
ture paper ”NA” arranged a drawing competition among school- 
children throughout the country. The response was impressive, 
altogether about 25 000 drawings were submitted, of which the 
best were exhibited and later given to children’s homes and 
hospitals.

In 1954, the Junior Red Cross adopted ”Haid” a refugee camp 
in Austria and negotiated ’’adoption” for 42 of the children in 
the camp suffering from- the worst hardship. This action has 
proved very successful and consignments of food and clothes 
have been sent to ”Haid” from Junior Red Cross Societies 
throughout Norway. Small standard gift boxes have been sent 
to refugees in other countries, especially Italy. From 1952—1956, 
a total of 15 874 gift boxes have been sent.

On the 8th May each year, the Junior Red Cross, with the 
sanction of the Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs and Education, 
issues a lecture on the Red Cross and its founder to every school 
in the country to be read aloud to the pupils.

In 1955 and 1956 the Junior Red Cross, in co-operation with 
the Red Cross Patients’ Friends, had the pleasure of distributing 
5000 beech branches picked by Danish Boy Scouts as a spring 
greeting from Denmark to Norwegian patients on our National 
Day, the 17th May.
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SCANDINAVIAN CO-OPERATION 
The Norwegian Red Cross maintains close contact with the 

other Scandinavian countries. Of great value are the informal 
meetings which are regularly held between the Presidents and 
the Secretaries-general of the Scandinavian Countries’ Red 
Cross Societies.

THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS 
Following an application from the Norwegian Red Cross, the 

Education Committee of the Ministry of Ecclesiastical Affairs 
and Education has agreed that schools of the higher general 
education standard should instruct their pupils in the most im
portant provisions of the Geneva Conventions, and that this in
struction should be given in connection with lessons in civics. 
The schools concerned have been informed of this. Similar in
struction is given in all military schools in connection with 
training courses for civil defence personnel.

Furthermore, Mr. A. E. D. Tobiesen, head of civil defence in 
Norway, as a representative of the Norwegian Red Cross, has 
participated in negotiations arranged by the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross concerning draft regulations for the 
protection of civilian population, to be presented at the New 
Delhi Conference.

PROPAGANDA AND FUND-RAISING 
Since 1948 the Norwegian Red Cross has concentrated its 

fund-raising efforts into one period each year, ’’The Red Cross 
Week” , lasting 14 days in the beginning of September. During 
these weeks almost all our local branches and special sections 
such as the Junior Red Cross sections, our First-Aid units and 
others, arrange or participate in local fund-raising arrangements 
ranging from large open-air fairs to small indoor bazars, in addi
tion to local lotteries, solicitation of gifts etc. In general the other 
humanitarian organizations in Norway abstain from arranging
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H. R. H. Crown Prince Olav and H. R. H. 
Princess Astrid —  the first to buy the 
«horseshoe badge» at the start of Red Cross 

week 1956.

fund-raising drives during this particular period and in this 
manner we have avoided the unsound ’’competition” which often 
took place between the organizations at the time when our 
arrangements were spread all through the year.

Our net income has shown an increasing tendency during 
these years and has been more than doubled since 1948. This 
year our net income will be approximately the equivalent of 
M · · · · · · · · · · ·  $ 300 000, which represents approxi
mately 10 cents per inhabitant in all of Norway. According to 
a special ’’sliding-scale” the local branches keep from 65 to 85 % 
of the net income for their local activities, while our regional 
offices receive 10 % and head-office the rest.
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Head-office prepares posters and folders as well as other 
similar propaganda material in advance of the fund-raising 
campaign and this material is distributed free of charge to all 
local branches for their local arrangements. A special campaign- 
badge is also distributed to be sold at a substantial profit and 
head-office assists the local branches in the purchase of prizes for 
their lotteries and bazars.

Before and during the ’’Red Cross Week” special articles, 
statements by well-known personalities and similar press- 
propaganda are distributed by head-office to all the newspapers 
in Norway as well as to some of the weekly periodicals and illu
strated magazines. Pictures or matrices are always distributed 
together with the articles at a considerable cost to head-office 
and this has proved to be advantageous as most papers have 
prefered to publish articles and statements with illustrations. 
We consider the distribution of such material a very good in
vestment. — In addition to these centrally distributed press 
releases most of the local branches maintain close contact with 
the local newspapers and arrange for the publication of news 
about the local Red Cross arrangements. It has been our expe
rience that the planning and preparation of the propaganda 
activities for the Red Cross Week is one of the most important 
factors in making the fund-raising drive a success. Quite apart 
from the impression this propaganda makes on the public, it 
helps to stimulate the interest among the local branches when 
they hear the Red Cross Week being commented upon in the 
radio and in the newspapers in general. After all, the overwhel
ming part of the fund-raising is carried out by the voluntary 
members of the local branches and special sections all over the 
country, from the cities to the smallest villages!

Local branches may arrange fund-raising activities also out 
side the Red Cross Week, but in order to coordinate and control 
such activities, the local branches always have to apply to our 
regional offices before they plan arrangements outside the offi
cial nation-wide fund-raising drive.
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MIS «Aquila» from Kristiansand —  the first ship to be enrolled as a 
corporation member of Norwegian Red Cross.

In addition to the activities carried out during the Red Cross 
week, the Norwegian Red Cross has a number of other sources 
of income, such as an annual nation-wide lottery each spring, 
publication of Christmas seals and a special Christmas publica
tion, about 500 ’’slot machines” , as well as the sale of certain 
articles for hospitals, First-aid units etc. Lately we have 
also derived a certain income based on royalties received from 
a number of firms for the sale of articles which have been con
trolled (and partly recommended) by the Norwegian Red Cross, 
e. g. special equipment for the safety of winter tourists. These 
small but steady sources of income will be further explored in 
the future.
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The following is an extract of 
an address given by Mr. Trygve 
Lie, former Secretary General 
to the United Nations Organiza
tion, when he acted as Chairman 
of the Fund Raising Campaign 
Committee of the N.R.C. in 1954.

«The similarity between the United Nations Organization 
and the Red Cross is that both bodies endeavour to bridge the 
gap between nations and to overcome the difficulties which 
arise in international relationships. Whilst the United Nations 
Organization has its origin in the necessity of smoothing out 
complicated political matters between nations, the Red Cross 
is a product of a spontaneous human reaction, the desire to help 
one another. It is therefore natural for me to draw a compari
son between these two organizations, particularly because, in 
my work, I have had the opportunity of witnessing what the 
Red Cross has been able to accomplish in co-operation with the 
United Nations Organization by filling in those gaps which it 
has not been possible to bridge on a political level.

C a n  the IC ed  C t

reach  fu r th er

th an  U U ?

roii
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An example of how Red Cross ideals can have practical 
significance in the struggle for peace, is the initiative taken by 
General Clark in Korea. Referring to a resolution passed by the 
Executive Committee of the Red Cross in the autumn of 1952, 
he appealed to the belligerent parties in Korea in the spring of 
1953, to start the repatriation of sick and wounded prisoners of 
war, during hostilities. Clear regulations had been laid down 
by Geneva Conventions for repatriation of this nature, but the 
preliminary armistice negotiations broke down because agree
ment could not be reached as to the procedure to be adopted 
for repatriating prisoners of war after the declaration of ar
mistice.

This initiative, and the subsequent repatriation of sick and 
wounded prisoners of war, greatly advanced the reopening 
of armistice negotiations and facilitated the achievement of 
results.

This is all the more remarkable inasmuch as neither of the 
belligerent parties in Korea had ratified the Geneva Conventions 
of 12th August, 1949, which were nevertheless the basis on which 
the appeal was made in a situation which already seemed a 
difficult one.

The significance of the Geneva Conventions could not have 
had such breadth had not the ideals of the Red Cross been 
deeply anchored in the individual nations through the national 
Red Cross Societies. These consist of the many millions of Red 
Cross workers who adjust the ideals to suit conditions in their 
own country, and these national societies keep the spirit of the 
Red Cross alive. The result of this is that the Red Cross enjoys 
a unique position in the world today. We must therefore support 
the work of the Red Cross on a national basis, because the 
national organizations form the material of which the inter
national structure is fashioned, and this material must be strong 
and effective . . .

In May, we all had a chance of seeing what a world-wide 
organization the Red Cross is. We are grateful to our Red Cross

36



for undertaking to arrange this international meeting and for 
having carried it out in such a manner that the results have 
aroused international interest and admiration. A spirit of under
standing and tolerance reigned throughout the negotiations and 
results were achieved which cannot fail to impress those who 
have experience of how complicated and difficult it can be to 
reach agreement in large international organizations in the face 
of conflicting ideologies.»

The Central Committee of the Norwegian Red Cross 
as pr. January 1st 1957.

Mr. Erling Steen, President
Mr. Gerhard Runshaug, Vice-President
Mrs. Harriet Berg, Vice-President
Miss Karin Wiksen, Member
Mr. Gunnar Rohde Moe, Member
Mr. Jens Landmark Aass, Deputy Member
Mrs. Ruth Kraft, Deputy Member

Mr. Sten Florelius, Secretary General 
Mr. Jens Meinich, Vice-Secretary General

N.R.C. Headquarters: Parkveien 33 B, Oslo. Telephone: 56 39 80. 
Office Hours 9—16 (June, July, August 8,30—15).
Saturdays 9—13 (June, July, August 8,30—13).



FINANCES
During the period 1/1 1952—31/12 1955, the Head Office of 

the Norwegian Red Cross has maintained a paid staff of about 30.
During the years 1952—1955 we have issued very nearly 10 

million Norwegian kroner from amounts which have been col
lected, or which have been taken from contributions and de
posits for special purposes.

A s at 1/1 1956 N .R.C. Head O ffice assets (includ
ing funds and deposits) amounted to approx. . .  kr. 5 000 000.— 
In  addition there are assets held by the districts, 
local branches and special sections including 
capital assets such as hospitals etc., amounting,
as, at 1/1 1956 to approx............................................. » 20 000 000.—
Tomtebo, convalescent home for children, ap
prox........................................................................................  » 500 000.—
Bakkebo, home for m entally deficient children,
approx...................................................................................  » 3 000 000.—

Approx, kr. 28 500 000.—Approx, kr. 28 500 000.—



SUMMARY

OF NORWEGIAN RED CROSS ESTABLISHMENTS

THE NORWEGIAN RED CROSS, districts, local branches 
and special sections run the following:

7 hospitals
19 cottage and out-post hospitals
1 maternity home
3 tuberculosis sanatoria
9 homes for the elderly
2 convalescent homes for children
4 homes for mentally deficient children
2 children’s homes
1 treatment and convalescent home 

Total 48 establishments with ....................  1393 beds
3 health stations
8 training schools for nurses with a total of 875 nursing 

students, of which 260 complete their training each 
year.

22 kindergardens, day homes and ’’Children’s Homes”
24 public baths (some of these are run in co-operation 

with other humanitarian organizations)
31 ante-natal clinics (some of these are run in co-opera

tion with other humanitarian organizations)

Total 136 establishments.

During a membership enrolment drive 
the citizens of Oslo were kept informed 
from day to day of the results, not only 
from the city itself, but from the whole 
country.



THE NORWEGIAN RED CROSS
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LOCAL BRANCHES (CHAPTERS)
Child R elief Sections, First Aid Units, Junior Red Cross Sections

The organization of the Norwegian Red Cross.


