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P re f a c e

T his is a general report on the activities o f the Japanese Red Cross Society f o r the last
twelve years since the termination o f the W orld W ar II, with emphasis laid on the last fo u r
years :

1953— 1956.

Although Japan was isolated f o r many years during the
Cross Society was treated with

War period,

the Japanese R ed

everlasting frien d sh ip and reliance by her sister R ed Cross

societies.
The Japanese R ed Cross Society was deeply impressed with the above fa ct, as this showed
the emanation o f the eternal doctrine o f the R ed Cross.

The Japanese R ed Cross Society wishes

to express her sincere gratitude to the two International Organizations o f the R ed Cross and
the N a tio n a l R ed Cross Societies f o r

their deep frien d sh ips extended to the Society f o r the

past twelve years.
The great contributions made to our Society both physically and spiritually by the A m erican N a tio n a l R ed Cross since the termination o f the War, and the good-will o f sister societies
in China, the Soviet Union, N orth Korea,

Outer

assisting the Japanese R ed Cross Society in

Mongolia and N orth

Vietnam, in

kindly

the repatriation o f the Japanese rem aining in

history o f the Japanese R ed Cross Society.

B ird ’s-e ye v ie w o f the N a tio n a l H e a d q u a rte rs in T okyo

RECORD (1IF JICTIYI ITIES DURING
1 95
1956
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1.

TO

O u tlin e
1) The manifestation against nuclear weapons was made.

1953

2) An exhibition on the A-bomb disasters.
3) The Chinese Red Cross Delegation was invited to

The year 1953 was one of the busiest year after the end

Japan.

of the War for the Japanese Red Cross Society.

The Japanese Red Cross Society reformed by the new

1) “ The Japanese Red Cross Society Law ” came into

Law had many difficulties to overcome but was able to

effect.

consolidate its foundation gradually.

2) The Reformation of the system and structure of the

The fact that the

Japanese Red Cross Society took place under the en

Society became to be trusted by the general public so

forcement of the Law.

much, depended entirely upon the activities of the Society
that greatly contributed to hasten and facilitate the re

3) Repatriation of Japanese nationals from China and

patriation of the Japanese nationals from abroad.

the Soviet Union began with the cooperation of the

The solution of the repatriation issue through the Society

sister societies in the respective countries.
4) The Society engaged in relief activities for the rec

proved the fact that the international structure of the Red

ordbreaking natural disasters which occurred succes

Cross is connected with the individual lives of the people

sively throughout the year.

in all nations.
The above fact is a very good example to understand

5) The organizations of the Red Cross Volunteer Service

the principles, character and structure of the Red Cross.

and the Junior Red Cross were strengthened and both

The visit of the delegates of the Chinese Red Cross,

the Red Cross Home Nursing Course and Safety
Courses were diffused.

though a short stay, was heartily welcomed by the Japanese

Thus, the peace time activities

people as reported through the press.

of the Society began to function on the right track.
The general public in this country regarded such devel

1955

opment of these peace time activities as the Red Cross
activities in a new era.

1)

The rapid and wide appreciation

The Ministry of Postal Services started to issue the

on the side of the public for the diligent efforts of the

so-called “ New Year’s Gift Post Card ” : each New Year’s

12,000 full-time workers of the Japanese Red Cross Society

Card with one yen contribution.

was the incentive for the large increase of membership ap

the Society with a constant annual income of nearly 100,-

plication.

000,000 Japanese yen or 280,000 U.S. dollars.

This system provided
This in

From the above fact we have learned that the sincere

come was assigned for specific enterprises such as the es

efforts and practice of the Japanese Red Cross Society

tablishment of memorial hospitals, the welfare service for

were the mainstay in obtaining public support.

disabled persons, the purchase of relief supplies, the travel
ling clinics, etc.

1954

The allocation of the fund for 1955 was decided to be
used exclusively for the establishment of the Hospital for

Outstanding activities of the year were :—
4

A-bomb diseases.
2)

No matter how severe the air raids may be or how

drastically the constructions are destroyed, a modern State,
generally speaking, can recover completely from the ravages
of war within ten years.

However, in the case of an atom

ic war, the situation is entirely different.

Every now

and then, one or two fatal cases of atomic diseases are
reported every month in Japan, which are the results of
the radioactivity that affected the person twelve years ago.
This serious fact was discovered only recently and deeply
concerns the whole nation.
The victims of radioactivity may live and work like any
other healthy person, until that day when the horrible
symptom appears all of a sudden and takes their lives
within a few days or months.

There are about 10,000

people at present in Japan, living under such conditions.
The Japanese Red Cross, alarmed by the phenomenon, im
mediately decided to establish two hospitals for A-bomb
patients.

These hospitals were constructed with the ear

nest wish of the whole nation to supervise the health of
such patients who are in a latent state and to try to find
out any means to save their lives.

(For further details

see : p. 9)
1956

H undred thousand

The new system adopted in 1953 to strengthen the
Japanese Red Cross Society bore fruit in this year.

posters with

the L e a g u e 's theme

w o rd s

1 9 5 7 w e re

throughout

put

up

the country on M a y 1st.

The

Japanese Red Cross Society succeeded in incorporating
juridical persons among members of the Society.

Many

commercial or industrial companies, banks, factories, and
civil organizations began to cooperate financially.
On the other hand, in the field of practical activities,
the Red Cross Volunteer Services were organized.

More

nese Red Cross Society to be repatriated to North

than 5,000,000 volunteers already participated in these ser
vices.

Korea ;

A substantial improvement, from quantity to quali

ty, was strongly marked.

3) The International Committee of the Red Cross sent

In November a convention was

a delegation to the Far East, which also visited Japan ;

held and the object and field of action as well as the

4) With the assistance of the North Korean Red Cross,

character of the volunteer services were clearly manifested.

the repatriation of Japanese nationals from North

Thus, at the beginning of 1957, it was declared that the

Korea was materialized ;

membership system of the Society would be completed by

5) The completion of the Hiroshima Hospital for A-

the end of 1959, but all the necessary preparations were

bomb diseases ;

accomplished in 1956.

The decision to establish a similar hospital in Naga

The main events during the year were :

saki ;

1) Adoption of the system of the juridical persons’

6) The release of most of the Japanese war prisoners in

membership ;

China and their repatriation with the assistance of

2) Some Koreans in Japan strongly appealed to the Japa-

the Chinese Red Cross Society.
5

for

II

International Activities

which devastated West Europe in January, 1954.
The Japanese Red Cross Society sent synthetic vitamin
drugs and helped the international relief works for a great
famine in Bihar and a flood of the river Godavari in India.

19-53
1.

The reopening of the repatriation of the Japa
nese remaining abroad
1) In March, 1953, the Japanese Red Cross Society,
together with two other Japanese organizations, con
cluded an agreement with the Chinese Red Cross
Society in Peking, to promote and assist the repatria
tion of the Japanese still remaining in the Chinese
Continent. Thus, it broke the deadlock of the issue
since 1949 and about 26,200 Japanese were repatriated.
2) In November, the Japanese Red Cross Delegation,
headed by President Shimadzu, visited Moscow and
concluded an agreement with the Alliance of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the U .S .S.R .
and as a result, approximately 800 Japanese returned
home within the year.
3) The repatriation ship, on her way to China to bring
back Japanese nationals, carried 2,656 Chinese who
were living in Japan and desirous of going back to
the Chinese mainland. She carried also 1,384 ashes
of Chinese nationals who lost their lives in Japan
during the War.
4) Through the League of Red Cross Societies in
Geneva the Japanese Red Cross Society received
kind replies by cable from the North Korean Red
Cross and the Outer Mongolian Red Cross, which
informed her of the status of the Japanese remaining
in respective countries.
5) The Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socie
ties of the U .S .S .R . kindly accepted and transmitted
2,357 comfort parcels sent by this Society to the
Japanese nationals under detention.
2. Disasters abroad
The Japanese Red Cross Society offered three thousand
dollars for the relief of the sufferers in England, the Nether
lands and Belgium on the occasion of the weather disaster

The Red Cross Repatriation Ship Koan Maru

1954
1.

The issue of the repatriation of the Japanese
In November of 1953, the Chinese Red Cross Society
which had hitherto assisted the repatriation of about
26,000 Japanese in seven occasions, notified the Japa
nese Red Cross Society that the mass repatriation
was closed and if there should be any Japanese who
are desirous to repatriate in the future, the Chinese
Red Cross Society would give assistance according to
individual cases.
2) The Japanese Red Cross Society invited to Japan 10
members of the Chinese Red Cross Delegation headed
by Madam L i Teh-chuan, President of the Society,
in order to express its gratitude for their assistance
in facilitating the repatriation issue, and was able
to obtain more information about the Japanese
nationals in China.
At the conference, the Chinese Delegation disclosed
the list of Japanese war prisoners. The result was,
about 3,000 Japanese including war prisoners and
civilians were permitted to repatriate in 1954 and 1955.
3) About 400 Japanese repatriated from the Soviet
Union in accordance with the agreement made in
the previous year with the Alliance of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies of the U.S.S.R.
4) Through successful negotiations, comfort parcels and
letters to China were dispatched. Thus, 1,511 letters
and 1,469 parcels were sent to the Japanese nationals
in China.
5) After the repatriation the Japanese Red Cross Society
sent again 34 telegrams and letters to the Alliance
of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the
U .S.S.R . (24 requested for repatriation; 14 asked
for information about 119 persons). The Japanese
Red Cross Society sent also a telegram to the North
Korean Red Cross. In both cases, no answer came
within the year.
2. Disaster Relief
In response to the urgent appeal from the League of
Red Cross Societies, the Japanese Red Cross Society sent
medicines, tents, etc. to the National Societies of Iran,
India, Pakistan and South Vietnam.
3. Conference
The Japanese Red Cross Society sent her delegates, re
1)

6

R e p a tria te s w elcom ed b y their fam ilies in

Tents to P a kista n — S ta n d in g in the center

tears at re p a tria tio n port, M a iz u ru

with necktie is President Shim adzu.

spectively, to the 23rd Meeting of the Board of Governors
of the League of Red Cross Societies held in Oslo; to the
experts committee for “ the protection of the civilian popula
tion from the dangers of indiscriminate warfare” in Geneva;
and also to the 5th International Blood Transfusion Con
ference in Paris.

5)

(Table 1)
Year

1955
1.

The issue of the repatriation of the Japanese
383 Japanese repatriated from China.
186 Japanese repatriated from the Soviet Union.
15s Chinese and 134 Chinese ashes were sent to
China from Japan.
4) Letters and comfort goods were sent to the Japanese
in China.
2. Disasters abroad
The Japanese Red Cross Society made contributions in
money and relief supplies for the relief of the victims from
the explosion of the Hawaiian volcano, the earthquake in
Greece, and catastrophes in the eastern part of the United
States.
3. Conference
The Japanese Red Cross Society sent a delegate to the
Executive Committee of the League of Red Cross Societies.
1)
2)
3)

China

Repatriation of the Japanese
Soviet
Union

North Outer
North
Korea Mongolia.Vietnam

Total

I9S3 26,127

811

— 1

—

—

26,938

1954

1,096

420

— :

—

74

i ,590

1955

2,043

167

— !

4

—

2,214

1956

1,301

1,291

—

2,628

36
Total 39,567

2,689

36

4

74

33,37°

The table shows that the Resolution 20 of the 18th
International Red Cross Conference, Toronto, 1952, has
been respected. These persons, however, should have been
returned much earlier, according to the stipulations of the
Potsdam Declaration, as in the cases of all other regions.
2. The issue of the repatriation of certain Koreans
residing in Japan
x) At present, approximately 560,000 Koreans and 70,000
Chinese are in Japan. Most of them came to Japan
before or during the War. As the respective countries
are divided into two, politically, it is indispensable

1956
1.

The number of the Japanese repatriated from the
Soviet Union, China and North Korea during the
four years from 1953 to the end of 1956 is shown
in the following table.

The issue of the repatriation of the Japanese
Accepting the invitation of the North Korean Red
Cross, the Japanese Red Cross Society sent her re
presentatives to Pyongyang and concluded an agree
ment on the repatriation of the remaining Japanese
in North Korea. Thirty-six Japanese were able to
repatriate through the kind help of the North Korean
Red Cross.
2) The People’s Republic of China released several
hundred of Japanese war prisoners except 44 persons.
Thus, 1,752 Japanese, including ordinary people, re
patriated.
3) Among them, four returned from the Outer Mongolia,
via China.
4) One thousand two hundred and ninety-one Japanese
came home from the Soviet Union in five repatri
ations.
1)

Junior Red C ro ss R e g istra tio n C e re m o n y at an A m e rican
school in Ja p a n
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III.

The Japanese Red Cross

1

Nuclear
N a ga sa ki

Atom ic

scheduled

to be com pleted in 1958

D ise a se

H osp ita l

1954
1.

2.

The attitude taken by the Japanese Red Cross
Society on the issue of nuclear weapons
1) The Japanese Red Cross Society presented a draft
resolution to the 23rd Meeting of the Board of
Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies.
The contents of the resolution were the restriction
of the use of nuclear weapons and the prevention of
damages caused by their experiments. The presenta
tion of the resolution by the Japanese Red Cross
Society is based on the facts of the disastrous ex
perience of the A-bomb explosions at Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, which, even at present, is the cause of
many deaths every year. The disaster of H-bomb
experiments at Bikini in 1954 is also another factor
which effected the resolution.
2) The Japanese Red Cross Society dispatched Dr.
Masao Tsuzuki, an authority on the A-bomb diseases
and Prof. Juji Enomoto, a scholar on the law of
nations, to the meeting of leaders for the Protection
of Civilian Population from the Dangers of Indiscrimi
nate Warfare which was held at Geneva. There, as a
Red Cross of the country which has experienced and
is still experiencing the disasters of the A-bomb and
H-bomb, the Japanese Red Cross Society manifested
her opinion.

The exhibition on the disasters of A-bomb
1)

2)

3)

In early November, the Japanese Red Cross Society
held an exhibition on the A-bomb disasters at the
Headquarters of the Japanese Red Cross Society.
Through the exhibition she made an endeavour to
spread accurate knowledge to the multitude of the
disaster caused by atomic explosions.
This exhibition which was founded purely on medical
science, had no relation with the movement of pro
hibition of nuclear weapon test, which was just then
spreading throughout the country.
The Japanese Red Cross Society desires to be in
dependent of and indifferent to this issue and has
no intention to promote any political mass move
ments.
“ The Free Medical Examination and Advice” con
ducted, during the exhibition, with the assistance of
authorities on the A-bomb diseases from many medi
cal colleges, was much appreciated by the A-bombed
visitors.
The Japanese Red Cross Society, moreover, pro
moted the health control of the A-bombed personage
and stirred up the Government’s interest in them.
(The exhibition contributed to the enactment of “ The
Law for the Treatment of the A-bomb Sufferers”
later in 1957.)

Illlllllilllllllllllllimilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!
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for them to decide on which side they will pledge
their loyalty. M any difficulties occur in this con
nection, for the policies of either countries have great
influences over them.
2) There are no difficulties for the Chinese who wish
to go back to Taiwan nor for the Koreans who wish
to go back to South Korea. The Chinese who hope
to repatriate to the Chinese mainland have some
minor but soluble difficulties. The difficulties lie in
the cases of the Koreans who are desirous to go back
to North Korea.
3) M any Koreans have urgently requested that the
Japanese Red Cross should intervene and materialize
their repatriation. The Japanese Red Cross Society,
to her great regret, is unable to materialize the re
quest due to the strong opposition on the side of the
South Korean Government. An individual voluntary
repatriation for certain Koreans residing in Japan, is
one of the most important problems which needs

quick solution from a purely humanitarian viewpoint
excluding political considerations. The Japanese Red
Cross Society is much concerned about it.
4) The Japanese Red Cross Society is also anxious about
the Korean and Chinese detainees in the Omura
and the Hamamatsu Detention Camps in Japan. The
Society regrets profoundly that many Japanese fisher
men are also detained in Pusan Camp in South Korea.
All these incidents are happening in peace time.
They have no relation whatsoever with the W ar or
with its aftermath. They should be, therefore, settled
quickly. The IV th Geneva Convention which is
the regulations in the time of war, provides for the
repatriation of long-kept detainees. It should be,
indeed, very regrettable if the war time regulations
should be recalled in times of peace.
3. Relief work for the disasters in foreign coun
tries
1) The relief activities to the upheavals in Hungary
8

Society and the Issue o f
Weapons
3.

The foundation of the Hospital for the
A-bomb diseases
1) Notwithstanding the ten years’ duration
since the explosion of A-bombs at Hiro
shima and Nagasaki in 1945, many patients
and latent sufferers were still living in 1955, mainly
in Hiroshima and in Nagasaki. Some of them scat
tered over the whole country. The periodical
but continuous announcements of their death every
year sounded like funeral bells and frightened the
whole nation. (See : p. 5)
The problem of their medical treatment and health
control became a social problem in this year.
The Japanese Red Cross Society decided to make
use of the sum of approximately 100,000,000 Yen
which was contributed by the Ministry of Postal
Services for the purpose of the establishment of the
hospital for the A-bomb sufferers in the adjacent lot
of the Hiroshima Red Cross Hospital.
2) The hospital, which is a reinforced concrete twostoried building with 120 beds and with perfect equip
ment for research work, takes care of the sufferers
scattered throughout Japan. It will also publish the
reference materials.

H iroshim a Atom ic D ise a se H o sp ita l com pleted in 195 6

(Table 2)
Hiroshima A-bomb Disease Hospital
The cost for construction and equipments ¥100,000,000
Floor area 238.66 tsubo (one ‘tsubo’ is 3.952 sq.yd)
Total floor area 805.97 tsubo
Beds 120
The Japanese Red Cross Society will publish the
research work which will be acquired in the hospital.
It will, however, be some years before it can be
published.
4) The Japanese Red Cross Society decided to build in
Nagasaki a similar hospital as that in Hiroshima.
Its construction work began from this year, 1957.
4. On suspension of A-bomb tests
The Sixth General Assembly of the representatives of
the Japanese Red Cross Society decided unanimously the
prohibition of tests of nuclear weapons and, cabled the
decision to the two international organs in Geneva and to
the Red Cross Societies of the United States, Great Britain
and the Soviet Union.
The national Red Cross Societies concerned have sent
back a civil answer and the Standing Commission of the
International Red Cross has decided to make it a special
issue at the X IX th International Red Cross Conference in
New Delhi.

1956
3)

The foundation of the Hiroshima Red Cross Hospital
for Abomb diseases was laid and it began to receive
patients in August, 1956.

and Egypt
The Japanese people who experienced war disasters
in 1945 deeply sympathized with the situation of the
two nations. Although at that time Hokkaido and
the northeastern districts of Japan were suffering from
the lowest temperature recorded in the past 40 years
and the Japanese Red Cross Society was fully occu
pied with her relief work, the Society started a
national campaign to raise funds, under the slogan
o f : “ Help the war victims in Hungary and E gypt” .
The funds raised were cabled successively to the
International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva.
Drugs and chemicals were flown without charge to
Geneva through the courtesy of the U.S. A ir Forces
stationed in Japan.
2) The cooperation for the relief of the flood disaster
in Indonesia
In July, 1957, the Japanese Red Cross Society was
requested by the League to purchase textiles and send

them to the Indonesian Red Cross.
A t that time
we were also suffering from a flood disaster just as
Indonesia. These textiles together with our con
tributions were shipped in the name of the League
to Djakarta early in September. The medicines
and some part of the textiles were transported
by air without charge, through the courtesy of
the K L M . It is imperative that the relief supplies
in case of disaster should arrive quickly. How
ever, cost of air transportation is very expensive.
The Japanese Red Cross, therefore, expresses its
deep gratitude to the U.S. Air Forces and the
K L M for their benevolent cooperation in trans
porting the relief goods. (Recently, the A ir France
has also transported relief goods donated by the
Margen David Adorn Organization in Israel, ad
dressed to the Japanese Red Cross Society, without
charge, from Tel A v iv to Tokyo.

9

Red C ro ss M e d ic a l R elie f Team s r e a d y for action

IV.

Disaster R elief Works

I 953

19 5 4

1.

1.

2.

The disaster relief supplies and systems
The disaster relief systems which were strengthened were :
1) The Standing Red Cross Medical Relief Team 442
(one doctor, six nurses and one worker in a team)
2) The Emergency Red Cross Medical Relief Team 6,222
(The composition of the team is the same. These
emergency teams are organized in emergency cases
when the regular teams are insufficient. The doctors
and nurses are not necessarily Red Cross personnel,
athough the teams act under the direction of the
Japanese Red Cross Society. These emergency teams
have a temporary character.)
The Volunteers for Disaster Relief
68,871
3)
Ambulance
132
4)
Life Boat
18
5)
Strainer
10
6)

The disaster relief supplies and system
The Japanese Red Cross Society bought some ambu
lances in addition which made the total number 140.
It bought a vessel and organized 28 new Red Cross
Medical Relief Teams.
2) The activities of the Red Cross Medical Relief Teams
at the afflicted areas of typhoons or conflagrations
and the so-called White Feather Campaign of the
Red Cross carried out through the efforts of the
volunteers who kindly cooperated in the campaign,
contributed to the diffusion of Red Cross spirit and
to the increase of the fund of the Society. (The data
of the relief activities is shown in Table 3)
1)

I 9 55
1.

The disaster relief supplies and system
The medical relief teams were equipped with 3 medium
sized ambulances and with 32 jeep style relief cars ; the
total number of the cars became 169.
Two more vessels for the relief of flood disasters were
equipped during this year ; their total number became 21.
Twenty-seven medical kits were newly prepared and the
total number became 80.
2. Drill of the relief activities
In May, the Japanese Red Cross Society operated a drill
ot relief activities in cooperation with the Maritime Safety
Board, Land Self-Defence Forces and Air Self-Defence
Forces. This drill contributed much to the betterment of
the methods of the relief services. Especially the cooper
ation of the airplanes of press agents, telegraphic appara
tus of Hams, helicopters, and the boats of the Maritime

The activities
1) In 1953 there were recordbreaking disasters and
catastrophes throughout Japan, according!}' the Red
Cross relief works were very active.
2) The flood disasters in the Western Japan were the
worst catastrophe Japan had experienced since the
end of the War.
The assistance from overseas amounted to about
390,000 U.S. dollars and 20,000 parcels of goods.
The sufierers were deeply impressed with the power
ful international Red Cross activities.
3) The Red Cross Medical Relief Teams were dispatch
ed to the scenes of traffic accidents, epidemic infect
ed districts, repatriation ships, public meetings, bathing
places, mining districts, stadiums, festivals, etc.
10

I
I
I
V.

1.

J a p a n e se R ed C ro ss nurse s' drill a b o a r d M a rit im e S e lf-d e fe n se ship

The Popularization
o f Red Cross Safety
Courses

The Red Cross First Aid Course
First Aid Course

(Table 4)
Year

1953

Number of Courses

431

34

23,513

27,737

26,135

2,450

First Aid Instruc
tors trained

548

346

166

43

First Aiders Trained

12,185

i ,953

6,127

398

2.

The Red Cross Water Safety Course
Water Safety Courses

Year
Number of Courses

(Table 3)

5,745

4 A 5 2

4,619

6,078

181,138

5 6 ,5 6 7

77,957

Patients treated

O
CO

Number of Relief
Teams dispatched

cS

1956

H

1955

0

1954

1955

1956

173

152

8,401

3,345

8,387

6,708

Instructors trained

279

174

184

232

Life Savers trained

2,125

i ,775

3,367

4,037

3.

The tendency of the Safety Course
A movement to spread the Safety Courses began
around 1947. Its future seems to be promising
judging from the record of the past ten years.
Many of the attendants of these courses are rail
way workers, factory workers, members of the SelfDefence Corps and policemen.
Safety Courses
are acknowledged to be very important for the
disaster relief activities of Red Cross volunteers.

Relief Team
1953

1954
125

Relief Activities by Red Cross Medical

Year

Ï 953
164

Attendants

Disasters are few. The supplies, therefore, remained al
most untouched.
These supplies— blankets, clothes and medicines— were
rearranged and sent to the Japanese Red Cross chapters in
seven districts to strengthen the system of the relief work.

1956

250

(Table 5)

1956

1955

437

Attendants

Safety Board and the Maritime Self-Defence Forces contrib
uted to the solution of the difficulties of the disaster re
lief works and to the editing of a drill book on disaster
relief.

1954

Total
20,595
433,092

Red C ro ss W a t e r S a fe ty C ou rse

Red Cross nurses’ drill on land

n

VI.

Medical Service

medical institutions are established in every small town.
1.

Medical institutions
1) Many of the medical institutions of the Japanese
Red Cross Society which were devastated during the War,
were reconstructed in this year.
The number of medical institutions of the Society in
creased a great deal, for hospitals were newly built or en
larged.
(Table 6) Medical Institutions of the Japanese Red
Cross Society
A moment o f recess : Stu d en ts of the J a p a n e se Red C ro ss C o lle g e

Hospital
Branch Hospital
Maternity Hospital
TB Sanatorium
Clinic
Maternity Clinic
Total

VII.

Nursing Service

Nursing Education

1)

The Japanese Red Cross Society has trained about

(Table 7)
Number
Days of
Number
Total of

43,000 nurses since 1890, who have greatly contributed
to the nursing service both in peace and war times.
It is such a remarkable matter in the history of the

I954
1.

In order to improve the operation, some of the insti
tutions were amalgamated or enlarged and some were closed.
The total number decreased to 159 in this year.
2.

Travelling clinics
Rural villages visited by
travelling clinics :
Number of patients treated :

1.

I

2,229
190,468

2.

The number of travelling clinics showed the tendency
to decrease gradually as medical institutions were rehabili
tated or newly established. However, the number of mass
examination at companies, factories, etc. increased.
I956

Medical institutions

continued.
Compared with the number of the institutions in 1953,
three hospitals and eleven clinics were closed and the to
tal number decreased to iSS- But 2,570 beds were newly

2)

3)

The Osaka Red Cross Hospital and the Kyoto Red
Cross Hospital which had been requisitioned by the
Occupation Forces since the end of the War, were re
turned to the Japanese. The Japanese Red Cross So
ciety was able to put the two hospitals back to oper
ation again for the Japanese patients.
The Japanese Red Cross Central Hospital in Tokyo,
founded in 1886 as the first Red Cross Hospital in
Japan, celebrated its seventieth anniversary.
The Hiroshima Red Cross Hospital for A-bomb diseases
started medical treatments.

(Table 8) Patients treated in Japanese Red Cross Hospital

D975
2,339
185,694
8,887

The travelling clinic services will be continued

(Requisi

Travelling Clinics

1)

Record of the travelling clinic team in 1953
of visits to rural villages
medical service
of patients treated
the members engaged

H osp ital

knwon as one of the b est in O rie n t

prepared during the year.

The rationalization of institutions, such as amalgamat
ing, closing or enlarging the organizations of hospitals was
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B ird 's-e y e v ie w of O s a k a Red C ro ss
tioned b y A llie d Forces until 1956)

The medical institutions
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2) About 12,000 of the doctors, nurses and clerical staff
in these medical institutions are also trained as members
of medical relief teams. Their obligation and rights are
provided for in the Disaster Relief Law.
2. Travelling clinics
Travelling clinic teams were appreciated by rural
people for their visits to deserted doctorless farming areas
and fishing villages where there were no medical services.

1.

2)

85
6
4
3
63

i

Total Number of
Patients treated

Year

Beds

Inpatients

Outpatients

1953

16,059

19,296,256

17,552

5,154,727
5,518,464

I4T 41,529

1954

15,166,281

20,284,745

1955

20,092

11,371,852

1956

22,182

4,569,579
6,622,341

6,802,273
9,702,437

16,324,778

T ra v e llin g C lin ic Team h urrying to a d o cto rless v illa g e

Japanese Red Cross Society that nurses are regarded
by the people as the symbol of the Red Cross. Japa
nese Red Cross has kept the highest standard in nurs
ing education in this country.
3)

The Japanese Red Cross College of Nursing was found
ed in 1953 and there are 35 Red Cross schools of nurs

2.

ing throughout Japan.
(Table 9)

Student Nurses in the Red Cross

Year

1953

1954

1955

1)
1956

College of Nursing

IO 7

I I 6

Schools of Nursing

1,797

1,928

2,029

2,088

1,904

2,044

2,151

2,215

Total

122

126

The popularization of Red Cross Home Nursing

Home Nursing Course

Course

Year

Attendants

The Course, started in 1947, has been developed year

1953

15,056

after year.

The Red Cross Home Nursing Course is

1954

15,277

considered as one of the most reliable education courses

1955

14,516

1956

13,957

Total

58,806

for the general public.
2)

(Table 10)

The Course was recently held as one of the activities
of the Red Cross Volunteer Services.
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Red Cross Home Nursing Course
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Welfare Service to the
Disabled Persons
VIII.

Blood Service

1)

Blood service was materialized through the cooperation
and assistance of the American National Red Cross.
The Tokyo Red Cross Blood Bank was opened in
April, 1952 in the Red Cross Central Hospital in
Tokyo.
In 1953 twenty-two (22) blood banks were establish
ed in Red Cross hospitals throughout the country.
2) The blood service program of the Japanese Red Cross
Society urged business firms to inaugurate commercial
blood banks.
3) In 1954 the Tokyo Red Cross Blood Bank was re-named as “ the Japanese Red Cross Blood Transfusion
Research Laboratory ” and was decided to be the centre
of Red Cross blood banks in Japan.
A new building for this Laboratory was also planned.
4) In 1955 the building for the Blood Transfusion Re
search Laboratory was constructed and equipped with
excellent installations with the New Year’s card contri
bution.
5)

In 1956, six blood banks were established. The total
number of blood banks reached 35 including two labora
tories, one in Tokyo and one in Osaka.

1.

Travelling clinics for disabled persons
The W ar has produced many handicapped persons.
Their welfare is one of the most important social
problems we are facing since the end of the War.
The Japanese Red Cross Society, supported by the
New Y ear’s card contribution, has endeavoured to
strengthen the activities of travelling clinics for the
handicapped persons.
The number of cases of Welfare Consultation for
unfortunate people regarding problems of medical
treatment, occupation, judgement of the capacity for
professions, livelihood, the improvement of artificial
legs or arms, and the popularization of acousticons,
increased to 88,852 cases in 1953.
2.

The record for two years (1953-1954)

(Table

12)

Number of

1953

1954

1,217

L 39I

L 438
88,852

1,269
66,863

Places travelling clinic teams visited
to examine the blind, deaf and dumb

464

464

Travelling clinics dispatched for this
purpose

399

526

10,877

3,36s

Places where travelling clinic teams
visited
Traveling clinic teams dispatched
Consultations

The blind treated
3.

The service for the book in Braille

(Table

13)

Number of
(Table 11)

Blood Service

Year

Blood donated

Blood supplied ,

1953

1,845,600 cc

1,750,880 cc

1954

1,221,800 cc

1,150,700 cc

I95S

1,318,200 cc

1,223,200 CC

1956

3,820,900 cc

3,737,300 cc

Total

8,226,500 cc

7,762,000 cc

Travelling Clinics

Book in Braille
I9S4

1955

1956

Books purchased

11,013

11,016

Books lent out

12,557

21,546

9,533
44,119

Braille machines
bought and distributed

522

1957
4,012
58,062
no

Note : In 1955 there were less travelling done bj'
the teams, for the Japanese Red Cross Society decid
ed to use most of the donation through New Year’s
card for the foundation, of hospitals for A-bomb di
seases. At the same time the Government took some
administrative measures for the welfare of disabled
persons.

X.

The Red Cross
Volunteer Services

1.

The review of the system
The Red Cross Volunteer Services were reformed in 1947

and grew into a big organization within a few years.

Volunteers

w r a p p in g comfort parcels

for com p atriots held a b ro a d

The

reason for the rapid growth in size was that members of
local welfare or cultural organizations turned over to the
Red Cross Volunteer Services.

They, naturally were not

adequately provided with the Red Cross spirit.

human being and will volunteer to serve at

In 1956, the New Rules of the Services were decided

the back ground.

to improve its system as well as the character of works.
2.

2)

We will do our best to serve with our whole

3)

We will extend our services to the whole hu

National Convention of Volunteer Services

might and main.

In November, 1956 Her Majesty the Empress, Honorary
President of the Japanese Red Cross Society, attended the

man race for the maintenance of friendship

national convention of Volunteer Services where the vow

and world peace.

to serve as members of Red Cross Volunteer Services was
pledged.
Two

thousand

five

hundred

(2,500)

representatives

Team

Members

1954

7,953
7,862

5,059,405

1955

7,264

1956

9,790

Year

gathered and the declaration was made on the objects of

1953

the Services.

This deeply impressed the whole nation.

Declaration :
1)

Strength of the Volunteer Services

(T a b le 14)

W e look forward to the happiness of the whole

1.

XI. Social

5T 92,790

943,512

5,184,524
4,796,222

3,508,789

3,217,989
4,464,828

2,078,102

6,870,351

for in nurseries is about 1,300 a day.

W elfare of Children

the total number was about 50,000.

Contents of the Welfare Institu-

3.

In 1953

The Red Cross House
The Red Cross Houses are operating in large

tions for Children

2.

130,277

The permanent Institutions for the

(Table 15)

Welfare

Hours
703,898

Members in Services

Maternity post

1

railway stations throughout the country to

Baby’s Home

9

give emergency medical treatments to travel

Nursery

2

lers.

Orphanage

2

(Table 16)

Feeble Children’s Home

1

Year

Number of House

1953

29

42,628

1954

19

36,184

1955

13

36,550

Red Cross House

Temporary Nurseries
The number of temporary nurseries opened

each year is about 200.
The average number of the children cared
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Number of Patients
treated

XII.

The Junior
Red Cross

1957

celebrates the 10th anniversary of the Japanese Junior Red Cross which was reconstructed after the

War in 1947 from nothing.
1.

Membership— 651,581 members in 2,447 schools.

2.

Activities
The Junior Red Cross is active in all

national Understanding.

three basic traditional activities: Health, Service and Inter

In the production of the International Album Program the Japanese Junior Red

Cross has always been ranked among the best ten in the world for five years.

Last year the Japanese Junior

Red Cross was No. 2 by sending 359 albums to 41 countries.
3.

Training
Continuous recruitment and training for our people in Junior Red Cross are done especially through

training centers for children and study institutes for teachers. In 1956, 20.099 members were trained in 371
training centers held on chapter and national levels and 2,107 teachers, in 43 institutes.
were sent to the International Study Centers in Australia and the U.S.A.

Youth delegates

Since 1954, the American Junior

Red Cross has been holding an International Study Center once a year in Japan.

Our Junior Red Cross is

always invited to participate in it.

In ternation al
T rainin g

Junior

C en te r

once e v e ry y e a r
Red Cross
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Red

C ro ss

held in Ja p a n
by

Am erican

SUPPLEMENT
TH E R E -E ST A B LISH M E N T O F THE
JA PA N E S E RED CROSS S O C IE T Y

1945-1957

I.

The Conditions at the Time of the End of the War

The surrender in the World War II brought a big change in the life of the Japanese.
Japanese Red Cross Society had many difficulties which it never experienced before.
the crisis of the Japanese Red Cross Society.
1)
2)

The

Indeed, it was

The main difficulties were :

Financial difficulty
Decrease of contribution from the general public due to the devastated economy after the
end of the War

3)

Difficulties in rehabilitating most of the Japanese Red Cross institutions which were damaged
or destroyed.

Financial
difficulty
and social
unrest

During the War the Japanese Red Cross Society despatched many medical relief teams both
within and abroad the country based on its fundamental obligation.

The enormous expenditure for

dispatching and operating the teams was paid by the Japanese Red Cross Society itself, therefore,
its funds had been exhausted when the War was over.
Securities amounting to roo,ooo,ooo U.S. dollars, which were the funds of the Japanese Red
Cross Society, turned to valueless papers.

As the nation’s economy was confused from 1945 to 1947,

no contributions were to be had from the general public.
Eighty-eight cities were destroyed by air raids, 2,500,000 houses were burnt down and the ro,000,000 people lost their houses.

Eight million unemployees, vagrants and war orphans were crowd

ing every street.
Forty-four (44) per cent of the Japanese territory was lost, while 6,000,000 people were repatri
ated from abroad to the reduced Japanese territory.

Furthermore, a disastrous inflation made worse

the devastated economy of Japan.
Under such circumstances, all the activities of the Japanese Red Cross Society were urgently
17

needed in the country.
quickly as possible.

The Japanese Red Cross Society re-established its medical institutions as

Many Japanese have thought of the hospitals of the Japanese Red Cross as

symbol of the Red Cross itself since the first Red Cross hospital was founded in 1887.
Cross hospitals were indispensable to the life of the Japanese.

The Red

At the end of the War the Society

was completely frustrated ; many medical institutions and equipments were damaged or out of use.
The Japanese Red Cross Society had to borrow a large sum of money with high interests from
commercial banks for its reconstruction, for there were no other financial sources available.

The

amortization of its fund is still a heavy burden for the finance of the Society.
From 1945 to 1947, the activities of the Japanese Red Cross Society depended on the selfsacrificing efforts of its members and volunteers, for there were those who argued that the Red Cross
had become useless in Japan, as the Army and Navy were abolished by the New Constitution.
surrender should confuse a nation’s thought.

So it was in Japan.

Any

Strikes occcurred frequently.

Japan seemed to be on the verge of a revolution.
These political and social disturbances had a large influence upon the management of the
Japanese Red Cross Society.
ties were radical.

A trade union of the employees of the Society was born.

Its activi

They were so radical as to throw the Vice-President outside the Society.

But,

fortunately, the strong tradition of the Japanese Red Cross Society finally succeeded in offsetting
its eccentricity.

II.
Characteristics
of Japanese
Occupation

Under the Military Occupation

When a country is occupied by foreign forces, it sometimes happens that the national Red
Cross Society would be strangled at that very moment when the whole nation, more than ever,
needs its assistance.

The new Geneva Conventions, therefore, provided a very detailed stipulation

on this problem.
Let us see how it affected the Japanese Red Cross Society.
In the case of Japan, the following points had to be taken into consideration:
1)

Japan was occupied after the termination of the War and not during the war.

2)

The occupation of Japan was not divided by two different Occupation Forces, although it
extended to the whole Japanese territory.

3)

There was no resistance at all against the Occupation Forces.

These three points made the administration of the Occupation Forces easy, and, as the result
of it, the intervention of the Occupation Forces to the organization and activities of the Japanese
Red Cross Society, could have been limited to the minimum.
The charter
and personnel
untouched
Advisory
delegation of
GHQ despatched

With regards to the charter of the Japanese Red Cross Society, the Occupation Forces touched
it slightly, but, its Statute has not changed practically.
affairs.

They did not interfere with the personnel

The General Assembly of the Society was held and operated every year normally.
The GHQ of the Allied Forces, however, assigned an advisory delegation to the Headquarters

of the Japanese Red Cross Society and gave advices in its operations.
This was the result of the fact that the Japanese sovereignty was laid under the direction of
the Allied Forces.
There were such inconveniences, as its result, that all the documents in Japanese had to be
18

H er M a je st y the Em press, H o n o u ra ry President and

O n-th e -stre e t c a m p g ig n for the relief o f H u n g a ria n

Princesses C hichibu an d T akam atsu H o n o u ra ry Vice-

victims in H u n g a ry and E g yp t

Presidents (from right to left) surro un d ed b y d e le g a te s
to the A n n u a l G e n e ra l A sse m b ly

translated into English but, on the other hand, as disaster relief supplies ran short at that time, the
aids of the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers were very valuable for the Society to operate
the relief activities.

The relations between the Japanse Red Cross Society and the GHQ were in

good term s: a capital point under the circumstances.
The requisition
of Red Cross
hospitals

That does not mean, however, that no problem occurred at all.

Firstly, two big hospitals (with

two thousand beds) were requisitioned by the Japanese Government by order of the Allied Forces.
The Japanese patients in the hospitals were directed to retreat at once, for the exclusive use for
the Allied Forces patients.

These measures might have been indispensable for the Occupation Forces

but it was severe shock to the Japanese Red Cross Society.

The benevolent character of the Red

Cross hospital had particular importance under the occupation, which should have been taken into
account.
Holding
of nurses
The defeated
nation’s Red
Cross Society and
the International
Red Cross
Conference

Some of the Japanese Red Cross nurses returned to Japan after the end of the War, but
others were detained in China and were obliged to continue the assistance work for many years.
Until the Meeting of the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies in Monaco
in 1950, the Japanese Red Cross Society was not allowed to attend the International Red Cross
Conference in its own capacity.

To the X V IIth International Red Cross Conference at Stockholm,

it was allowed to send its delegates as technical advisers to the representative of the Occupation
Forces.
However, for a Red Cross Society under the control of the Occupation Forces to attend the
Conference in its capacity of the member of the international Red Cross, must be the undoubted
right of the Society as long as it is not excommunicated by the International Red Cross; and only
the joint decision of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross
Societies has the right to do so as in the case of its admission.

Therefore, the Japanese Red Cross

Society hopes that the International Committee of the Red Cross will study this problem to prevent
similar cases in future.
The Occupation
Forces and the
Red Cross after
the enforcement
of the Peace
Treaty

The national Red Cross societies enjoy their full independence and are

there to help the enemy in wartime.

It is paradoxical that it should loose this privilege when

hostilities end.
The San Francisco Peace Treaty came into force in 1952.

At the same time, the intervention

of the Occupation Forces terminated, but it was only in 1956 that the requisitioned hospitals were
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r
returned to the Society.
The contribution
of the American
National Red
Cross

Besides a great deal of material assistance, the development and improvement of the Junior
Red Cross and the Red Cross Volunteer Services were made as the results of the earnest encourage
ment of the American National Red Cross.
Every year the American National Red Cross opened an International Training Center of the
Junior Red Cross in Japan, gathering boys and girls of the United States, Philippines, Australia,
South Korea, Thailand, Japan and some other countries in Asia for the purpose of deepening the
international understanding and training good leaders.
A very efficient information system was established also through the suggestion of the American
National Red Cross (see : p. 22).
Whenever and wherever the Japanese people suffered from earthquake, typhoon or conflagration,
the U.S. Forces and the American National Red Cross greatly contributed in the relief activities.

III.
The Geneva Con
ventions and the
Japanese Red
Cross Law

The Fundamental Measures of Re-establishment

The full-scale re-establishment began with the enactment of the Japanese Red Cross Society Law
just after the enforcement of the San Francisco Peace Treaty in 1952.
According to this new Law, the position of the Japanese Red Cross Society is guaranteed and it
is the first of its kind that provides the Red Cross of a country without any regular armed forces.
The explanation to the Diet was that “ As Japan declared to join the Geneva Conventions of
August 12, 1949, within one year after the enforcement of the Peace Treaty, it is necessary to adjust
the system of the Japanese Red Cross Society in conformity with the requirements of the Conventions.”
The Law defines the “ object” of the Japanese Red Cross Society “ to accomplish its humane
task, the ideal of the Red Cross, according to the Geneva Conventions and the Resolutions of the
International Red Cross Conferences.” (Article 1)
“ The Japanese Red Cross Society must cooperate with other national Red Cross Societies and
is required to contribute to world peace.”

(Article 2)

There is no task as the auxiliary organ of the armed forces.

(Article 7)

The services of the Society provided for in the new Law are :
1)

Tasks required by the Red Cross Conventions ;
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2)

Relief activities in case of disaster or infectious diseases ;

3)

Activities for sanitation and the social service ;

4)

Other activities relating to Article (Article 27).

The Ministry of Welfare is the supervising authority.

“ The supervision” , however, “ must be

founded on good faith” and “ the independence of the Japanese Red Cross Society should be respect
ed.” (Article 3)
This last article is observed literally. The Japanese Red Cross Society receives no instructions
from the Japanese Government in the field of its action.
A foreigner can become a member of the Japanese Red Cross Society.

(Article 12 of the Sta

tutes) More than 3,500 foreigners have membership, but there are no foreign juridical person in
the Society.
The new fields
for activities
after the end of
the War

The Japanese Red Cross Society has been endeavouring to carry on its disaster relief works
since its foundation.
It maintained 160 hospitals with 20,000 beds and many clinics and trained about 43,000 nurses
before the War.
After the War, a Social Welfare Law was established.

The Japanese Red Cross Society was de

signated to the 1 st and 2 nd categories of the welfare institution and was required to carry out the
welfare services accordingly.

(Art. 35 of the Japanese Red Cross Society Law)

was open for the Japanese Red Cross Society by this new Law.

A wide field of action

But, up to the present, the Japa

nese Red Cross Society has not fully cultivated this new domain which certainly is in the compet
ence of the Red Cross but other institutions can do as well.
Nevertheless, many new results were achieved both in hygiene and welfare fields, such as the
popularization of the home nursing course and the safety courses, the establishment of many blood banks,
a hospital for A-bomb diseases and a home for elderly persons, welfare works for disabled children,
etc.

Four hundred and forty-two (442) medical relief teams are distributed throughout Japan and are

ready to work at any moment. (See : p. 10)

These new measures won general popularity.

The assistance for the repatriation of the captured Japanese and the inquiry of information have
also been appreciated by the whole nation.
With the successful development of the activities, the membership increased and the financial
situation also was improved.
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The establishment of the
financial resources

The fund, borrowed from banks for the rehabili
tation of the medical institutions as stated above, amounted to 1,000,000,000 Yen on the average per
year (approx. 2,800,000 dollars).

Although the amorti

zation is heavy, the budget is now properly balanced.
The following is how this was achieved.
The Red Cross
Fund Campaign

For two years since 1948 the Japanese Red Cross
Society was in cooperation with the Community Chest
to acquire its fund.

The systematic campaign on the

streets and a house-to-house canvassing contributed
greatly to the movement and supplies most of the
necessary funds.
From 1950 the Red Cross Fund Raising was sepa
rated from the Community Chest and the new Red
Cross campaign continued till 1955, but the regis
tration of the members was not carried on orderly.
As the Japanese Red Cross Society is a corporate
juridical person as its Statutes provide, the funds are
collected from the members.
Thus, in 1956, as the Society decided measures
M e d icin e s fo r the relief of flood d isaster
in Indonesia tra n sp o rte d fre e b y the R o ya l

to re-establish the system of the membership, the Red

Dutch A irlin e s :

Cross fund campaign turned to the recruitment of

C a p t a in B a ke r (left) and

President S h im ad zu (right)

members. The on-the-street campaign, however, is still
continued in 1957.
The new system will become prefect when the campaign for the recruitment of members obtains

excellent results.
The income from
the New Year’s
Gift Post Cards
and Government
subvention

Since the very beginning, the Japanese Red Cross Society has never accepted any financial sub
vention from the Government.
proud of.

This is the tradition which the Japanese Red Cross Society is very

It, of course, does not exclude the refundment of the expenditure for the works entrusted

by the Government.
contribution.

It receives also, sometimes, facilities from the Government, such as the post card

The. issue of the New Year’s Post Cards with one yen gift sponsored by the Ministry

of Postal Services had contributed a great deal to the development of the Red Cross activities, for
this source promised a regular contribution of 80,000,000 Yen (about 220,000 dollars) every year.
The problem of
the system of the
members of
juridical persons

In 1956, the system of the membership of the juridical persons was established for the first time
in Japanese Red Cross history.

It means acquiring new sources to ensure permanent funds.

Sources

of national income in Japan, nowadays come from juridical persons.
The new system is still unsatisfactory, for it was established just a short time ago ; however,
judging from the result of the past year, much can be expected in the future.
The Japanese Red Cross Society used to publish its monthly magazine, “ Hakuai ” or “ Philan
thropy ” , which was first issued 66 years ago.
to financial difficulty.

Its publication, however, was stopped in 1950 due

There were also some other books published for the purpose of establishing

the Red Cross principle and knowledge on health and hygiene.
The effects of
systematic P.R.
activities

The advisers of the Occupation Forces suggested that the P.R. Section be established.

This sj^s-

tem has been operating not only the systematic activities through posters, pamphlets, movies, month
ly newspapers and regular communications, but also the modern P.R. activities using newspapers,
radio and TV stations, etc.
These activities are greatly appreciated by the general public especially on the occasion of re
patriation of Japanese nationals abroad.
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It is unimaginable how earnestly the entire nation awaited

the news of the retarded repatriation.

Thus, the P.R.

of the Japanese Red Cross Society developed rapidly.
At present, there is a special room for “ the
Japanese Red Cross Press Association ” in the Head
quarters of the Society, consisting of the journalists
of the influential newspapers and radio broadcasting
stations.

One of the reasons why the Japanese Red

Cross Society has been re-established in such a short
time is partially due to the P.R. activities.
The role of P.R.

As the influence of the mass communication is
very great in Japan as in any modern State, the im
portance of the P.R. activities which instruct the prin
ciples of the Red Cross cannot be underestimated.
The future of the Red Cross depends on its uni
versality.

Now its universality depends upon whether

or not the Red Cross principles are understood and
accepted by the peoples of the world.
The Red Cross
Labour Union

The Japanese Red

Cross Society has had an

employees union since end of the War, as was stated.
It also has a union for health insurance which was
organized this year.

As the Japanese Red

Cross

Society has 13,000 employees and many hospitals,
it is only natural to have its own health insurance
system rather than to depend on the State insurance.
These two unions’ perfect management, however, will
be realized in future.

A strong labour union saturat

ed with the Red Cross spirit will be helpful for the
relief of victims and would also secure the team work
in Red Cross activities.

IV.

In compliance with Article 47 of the
First Geneva Convention of 1949, the Japa
nese Government has just published a trans
lation in Japanese of the commentary on
that Convention, published in 1952 by the
ICR C.
Professor Juji Enomoto was entrusted
by the Japanese authorities with the work
of translating and editing it. The Japanese
text is in the form of a volume about 600
pages, very well printed.
(See : Supplement of “ Revue international
de la Croix-Rouge” , Vol. X No. 6, Geneva,
June, 1957)

Conclusion

The outline of the activities for twelve years of
the Japanese Red Cross Society is reported in the above.
The Japanese Red Cross Society will be happy if
the supplementary report on the re-establishment of
the Japanese Red Cross Society should be clearly
understood.
The reason for the submission of this supple
mentary report is not only to inform the Internation
al Red Cross of matters not published, but also to
express our appreciation for the aids of the Inter
national Red Cross and the sister Red Cross societies.
For the good
cause of the
International
Red Cross

We are happy to say that the Japanese Red
Cross Society is now back again on her own feet.
It is the Society’s wish to serve better and actively
for the good cause of the International Red Cross,
which is also the traditional good will of this Society.

P R IN C IP LE S OF T H E R E D CROSS
The Japanese Red Cross Society has also
translated into the Japanese language the
masterpiece of Mr. Jean S. Pictet published
by the International Committee of the Red
Cross, Geneva, 1955.

THE EIGHTIETH
ANNIVERSARY
OF THE JAPANESE
RED CROSS SOCIETY

Pretty

singers

on

Red

C ro ss f i r s t - a i d ^

jeeps p a ra d in g in the G ym nasium

Red C ross flag and n a tio na l flags m arching
into the G ym nasiu m in the cheers of 13,000
p eop le

The Eightieth Anniversary of the Japanese Red Cross Society was celebrated on a
large scale in Tokyo with 13,000 attendants on May 8th, 1957, the World Red Cross
Day.
Foreign nationals in their costumes paraded majestically under their national flags
and placards, followed by a parade of 1,200 people including the Red Cross nurses’ corps
and other parties concerned.

The procedure of the ceremony immediately spread out to

the Japanese people through television, radio and the press.
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