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From its origin and in. accordance with its articles of association» the 
Preach Bed Cross is the auxiliary of the Military Medical Corps·

Eiis is the reason why, far from being content with prepaging and keeping 
in readiness a numerous staff of welltmined nurses and health assistants, in case 
they ¡sight be required, it manages and maintains hoses in military hospitals, visi
ting the sick regularly and raising their spirits» and providing tbs» with books and 
radio sets· A  special section of Air Fiwpt-aid nurses is placed at the disposal of the 
Air Force·

But under the articles» the Red Gross is also the auxiliary of ike Public 
Powers, regarding everything connected with protecting the population’s health· This 
accounts for the wide scope of its work*
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Its line of action might .be expressed as follows :
- not to do what others are already doing in satisfactory conditions; not to replace 
ether organisations, not duplicate with them» but to place itself at the disposal of 
the Social Security and work in agreement with it and all public authorities·
- to take action wherever there is a need, a gap or a shortcoming·
- to act, if necessary * along new lines, or in a direction, wieh few people have so far 
considered! to do pioneer work
- not to hesitate, once the aim has been reached, to take a fresh course·

The Red Gross is not scant to be an inert administration, hamperes by rou
tine and "red tape"! this is a dynamical concern, an organisation in wich should pre
vail altogether boldness, adaptable initiative, capability of meeting new requirements, 
and a permanent ambition of being, in all circumstances, an example worth following.

In order to be able to fulfill the duties it assumes, it must dispose of a 
first-class technical staff. Therefore, its effort is directed to teaching and trai
ning nurses, social workers,, and female monitors, of real ability in its schools. 
Following a Red Cross preparation, these easily obtain, their State Diplomas. Their 
moral virtues add to their professional, competence« They may not be unique, but one 
is certain to find faith, self-denial, earnest devotion, self-forgetfulness and spirit 
of sacrifice with those who have gone through the Red Gross training·

The Red Cross was one of the very first, organisations which became interes
ted in babyhood and infants, ¡and devoted to children welfare. Although a great impro
vement has been made in France in this respect, owing to its action, the Had Cross has 
not stopped from giving itself up to this undertaking. But, at present, emphasis is 
laid on tracking down preventing schoolchildren*s illnesses, as well as treating sick 
eft deficient children, whose growth has stopped or slowed down, for seme reason or 
other·

Likewise, it thought t.nat5 out of all the the classes of adults needing help 
old people are probably the most neglected nowadays· Consequently, it tries do direct



the benevolent activity of its Committees and Councils towards these* Sanitation and 
medecine have lengthened the expectation of life; questions of currency have changed 
into poor people some elderly persons who used to be well-offi Workhouses do not seem 
to provide the sort of help these elderly persons are now expecting; new means of 
helping them ought to be contrived.

The idea of "First Aid“ has recently begun to hold the foremost place 
among its concerns. It is actually a matter of training, teaching, super-rising and di
recting teams of volontary people having acquired, thanks to a special instruction, the 
basic knowledge placing them in a position to provide, in case of more or less important 
accidents, catastrophes or calamities, which might involve a more or less important 
number of people - either in peace or in war time - first-aid and medical care* This is 
the reason why Emergency Teams were created; these teams, assisted by First-Aid asso
ciates, may mobilized with the necessary equipment, and they are available at the 
Shortest notice.
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The Red Cross constitutes a kind of out of doors brotherhood engaged 

in good work, either morally or materially; its associates are closely bound together 
either in France or throughout the world, by a common ideal of human solidarity and 
kindness·

The Red Cross will, naturally, become more efficient as its means 
will become greater, and these means should increase together with the number of sup
porters.

All those who are conscious of their social obligations must follow 
it, irrespective of any political or other differences, so that this may become the 
large gathering of all the kind-hearted people of France.


