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PREFACE
In the period which has elapsed since the XVIIIth International 
Red Cross Conference the Danish Red Cross Society has been be
reaved of its Honorary President, her late Majesty Queen Alexan
drine who died in December, 1952, and who for many years follow
ed the Society with keen interest.

On International Red Cross Day, May 8th, 1953, Her Majesty 
Queen Ingrid graciously consented to become Honorary President 
of the Danish Red Cross.

The Society was, furthermore, deprived of one of its honorary 
members, well-known throughout the world, viz. Lieut.-Colonel 
Holger Nielsen, who died in January, 1955. Lieut.-Colonel Holger 
Nielsen invented the method of artificial respriration, named after 
him “ the H. N. method” , which is now applied in many countries 
throughout the world.

In June, 1956, the Society suffered the loss of its distinguished 
President, Professor H. M. Hansen, Ph.D., head of the University 
of Copenhagen, who directed the Society for nearly 6 years and in 
this period earned the loyal support and respect of all Red Cross 
workers and contributors in Denmark.

The period under review, viz. 1952-1956, has offered the Danish 
Red Cross an opportunity to render service to the domestic popu

3

I



lation of Denmark, including Greenland which in the said period 
from being a Danish colony became part of Denmark proper, and 
to a number of people abroad.

In its national activities the Danish Red Cross Society, while 
maintaining its independence under all circumstances, has enjoyed 
close cooperation with Danish authorities at all levels and with 
related voluntary organisations.

In its international activities the Society has kept in close contact 
with the International Red Cross organisations as well as with sister 
societies in neighbouring countries and in countries to which as
sistance has been rendered.

A t the expiration of the period under review the Danish Red 
Cross Society is able to ascertain that it enjoys the confidence of 
both the authorities and the Danish population. A proof of this is 
the generous support which our annual fund raising campaigns have 
enjoyed and without which the Society could not fulfill its obliga
tions.

W e hope and trust that in the years to come we may succeed in 
strengthening and further developing the good relations with all 
concerned at home and abroad and that we may thereby be able 
still better to play our part as a member of the International Red 
Cross.

C o p e n h a g e n , O c t o b e r , 1956.
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R E P O R T
ON

THE SET-UP AND ACTIVITIES OF THE DANISH RED CROSS
1952-1956

In the years which have passed since the XVIIIth International 
Red Cross Conference the Danish Red Cross Society has pursued 
its domestic activities and taken part in a number of international 
relief actions. Furthermore, actions in connection with the Korean 
conflict came to an end in the autumn of 1953.

The following is a report on the set-up and activities of the 
Danish Red Cross in the period 1952-1956.

I. O rganisation of the Danish Red Cross

A . O rig in
The Danish Red Cross Society was founded on April 27, 1876, and 
received official recognition by the Danish Government on June 
26 of the same year.

International recognition was granted by the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross in 1876, and the Danish Red Cross has 
thus been a member of the International Red Cross for more than 
80 years. The Society became a member of the League of Red Cross 
Societies shortly after the foundation of the latter, i. e. on July 12, 
1919.

In 1864 Denmark was amongst the first to sign the Geneva Con
vention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded 
and Sick in the Armies in the Field.

The Revised Geneva Conventions and the new Convention for 
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War were signed 
by Denmark on the closing day of the Diplomatic Conference, 
August 12, 1949, and the four said conventions were ratified by 
the Danish Parliament followed by Royal Confirmation by His 
Majesty the King on June 14, 1951, -  (re popular pamphlet cf. 
page 9).

The emblem of the Red Cross is in Denmark protected by law 
according to the regulations laid down by the Geneva Conventions.

B. Present Set-U p
The Danish Red Cross has the honour of having as its Patron His 
Majesty King Frederik IX.

Her Majesty Queen Ingrid graciously acts as Honorary Presi
dent.

President of the Society is at present Director of Government 
Mental Hospitals in Denmark, Professor, Dr. Louis le Maire, LL.D., 
who took office in September, 1956.
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The statutes of the Danish Red Cross were last revised in 1952, 
on which occasion the number of delegates attending the General 
Assembly was reduced, as was also the number of members on 
the Central Committee. A  simplification of the statutes of the 
organisation is anticipated and deliberations on this subject have 
begun in the period under review which deliberations may result in 
a further revision of the statutes in two years’ time.

Any Danish man or woman can become member of the Society 
with a right to vote when they have reached the age of 18 years.

Foreign citizens, domiciled in Denmark, can become members if 
the executive committee of the local chapter concerned is in favour 
thereof.

The annual membership-fee is fixed by the local chapters -  it 
varies from a minimum of D. Kr. 2,00 (s. fr. 1,30) to D. Kr. 5.00 
(s. fr. 3,20) or more.

The total membership figure for 1955 was app. 120.000.
From a Red Cross point of view the country is divided into 6 

areas, each with an area committee elected by delegates from all 
chapters in the respective areas. The area committees have so far 
had no salaried staff at their disposal.

Within the six areas there is a number of chapters (123) and 
branches (abt. 225). Moreover, there is a chapter on the Faroe Is
lands and one in Greenland, the latter two chapters reporting di
rect to national headquarters. Chapters and branches are directed 
by an executive committee elected at the annual general meeting 
by the members.

Nearly all work at chapter and branch level is performed by 
volunteers, only the large chapters having paid personnel.

Within the set-up of chapters and branches there are first aid 
units (a total of 193 with an active membership of abt. 9.000).

To assist the chapters and branches in developing their activities 
three general field representatives tour the country regularly.

The highest authority o f the Society is the General Assembly 
which convenes every other year, generally in the month of Oc
tober. The number of delegates of chapters and branches is decided 
by the membership figures; in 1956 the total number of delegates 
was 250.

To direct the Society a Central Committee is set up, consisting 
of minimum 28, maximum 34 members, 26 of whom are elected by 
areas, chapters, and branches. No member is appointed by the gov
ernment. The Central Committee covenes abt. twice annually.

To deal with routine business of a fundamental character an 
Executive Committee of maximum 13 members is elected by the 
Central Committee from their own number.

The President of the Society is chairman of both Central and 
Executive Committees: he is elected by the Central Committee out
side their own number for a period of 4 years. All other elections 
for above committees are for the same number of years. All offices 
are honorary.
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Between meetings of the Executive Committee the Presidency, i.e. 
the President and the Vice-Presidents (two in number) has the 
power to take decision in matters of urgency, such decisions to be 
put before the Executive Committee at its next meeting.

To assist in technical questions the Central Committee appoints 
a number of advisory councils and committees, composed of experts 
in the different fields. The advisory councils and committees are:

(1) The Finance Committee (3 members) whose opinion is asked 
on all matters having a financial aspect;

(2) The First Aid Council (10 members) dealing with all questions 
pertaining to first aid units, their organisation, training of 
members, instructors and the general public, etc., as well as 
questions pertaining to Junior Red Cross out-of-school groups 
(See also page 11);

(3) The First Aid Committee (9 specialists and representatives of 
other voluntary, sanitary organisations) dealing with standard
isation of first aid methods, instructors’ training, first aid man
uals, text-books, etc.;

(4) The Holger Nielsen Committee (8 members) dealing with all 
matters concerning artificial respiration (training of instruc
tors, demonstrations to general public, distribution of instruc
tion film, issuing of pamphlets in Danish and foreign lan
guages, etc.);

(5) The Greenland Committee (5 members) advising on work 
carried out in Greenland;

(6) The Nursing Advisory Committee (6 members) dealing with 
questions pertaining to home nursing courses and other matters 
in the field of nursing;

(7) The Working Committee for the “ Rehabilitation and Con
valescent Centre at Hold in Jutland”  (5 members);

(8) The Advisory Committee for Asthmatic Patients (4 members) 
giving medical advice in relation to the Danish Red Cross 
Sanatorium for Asthmatic Children at Kongsberg, Norway;

(9) The Working Committee for the “Danish Health Service in 
South Schleswig under the Danish Red Cross” (5 members).

Chairmen of advisory councils and committees should as far as pos
sible be members of the Central Committee.

Besides the above-mentioned advisory committees there are cer
tain committees dealing with special individual activities.

The headquarters of the Danish Red Cross has its seat in Copen
hagen, in premises at 22, Platanvej, owned by the Society.

The Chief Executive Officer is the Director General who is ap
pointed by the Central Committee.

The headquarters have a salaried staff o f 23 persons who for 
special purposes are assisted by volunteers from time to time.

Advisory
Bodies

Central Admi
nistration
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II. A ctiv ities of the Danish Red Cross
1. D om estic A ctiv itie s
The Danish Red Cross Information Service may be divided into 
two sections: (1) the service which aims at instructing the general 
public with a view to helping themselves and others, i. e. the course- 
activity, and (2) the service which aims at informing the general 
public about the activities of the Red Cross.

The course activity comprises courses in first aid, life saving, inch 
artificial respiration, nursing the sick in their homes, and mother 
and baby care, as well as distribution of pamphlets of educational 
nature. All courses are arranged on the initiative of local Red Cross 
chapters.

Courses in first aid, which have been given regularly every year 
since 1883, have undergone considerable changes simultaneously 
with the issue of a new text-book in “ First A id” in December, 1955. 
The courses are taught partly by a physician, partly by experienced 
first aid instructors and comprise 12 lectures of 2 hours. These 
courses include the teaching of artificial respiration according to 
the Holger Nielsen method. Moreover, demonstrations of artificial 
respiration are given one Sunday every summer at all important 
bathing resorts in the country. Besides the above-mentioned first aid 
courses a shorter course for drivers is given which is compulsory 
for bus-drivers.

The Danish Red Cross courses in home nursing and mother and 
baby care were revised in 1953 and a new text-book issued in the 
Danish and Greenland languages. These courses now comprise 10 
lectures of 2 hours, and are taught by visiting and retired nurses or 
public health nurses respectively who have followed a Red Cross 
instructor’s course given according to modern teaching methods.

Courses in the above-mentioned subjects are also given to Junior 
Red Cross members.

ft is worth special mention that the Danish Red Cross courses 
now form part of the public “ evening school” programme which 
implies official recognition of the quality of the courses as well as 
subsidies from municipal resources.

The Danish Red Cross has a number of text-books and instruct
or’s manuels in first aid, life saving and artificial respiration ac
cording to the Holger Nielsen method, home nursing, and mother 
and baby care.

Recently, short courses have been initiated giving advice on the 
occupation of small children. Other initiatives under deliberation 
are advice to juniors and students undertaking baby-sitter-duties, 
and the introduction of flannelgraph material as standard equip
ment for Red Cross courses.

To assist schools, public health nurses, a. o., in their efforts to 
make children understand the importance of healthy habits, pam
phlets, folders, posters, and other printed matter have been made 
available upon request.

In 1953 the Danish Red Cross has incorporated its first aid and
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junior Red Cross magazines into its general magazine which on 
that occasion was renamed “Vort Rode Kors” (Our Red Cross). 
The magazine appears 10 times a year and has a circulation of 
7,750 copies. The annual subscription fee is D. Kr. 6,00 (s. fr. 3,80).

In connection with the Red Cross fund raising campaigns in Sep
tember, informative pamphlets have been issued on various subjects 
such as prevention of accidents in the home, first aid, the Con
valescent and Rehabilitation Centre at Hald, and the DRC relief 
activities in the 10-years-period 1945-1955, during which the Dan
ish Red Cross was the intermediary of aid amounting to over 185 
million D. Kr. (s. fr. 120 millions).

The Danish Red Cross film library has at its disposal 38 films, 
which are in great demand all the year round as illustration 
accompanying lectures on the work of the Red Cross at home and 
abroad.

The instruction of film on artificial respiration according to the 
Holger Nielsen method, produced by the Danish Red Cross in 1952, 
has obtained a wide circulation since the XVIIIth International 
Red Cross Conference at which the method was recommended to 
national Red Cross Societies. To-day the film exists with comment
aries in 7 languages (English, French, Spanish, German, Yugoslav, 
Norwegian, and Danish). A  total number of 621 copies of the 
film has been produced by or delivered upon request to national 
Red Cross Societies and other interested institutions in the following 
countries:

Australia
Belgium
Canada
Denmark
Finland
Germany (Democratic Rep.) 
Germany (Federal Rep.) 
Great Britain

Iceland
India
Indonesia
Ireland
Japan
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua

Norway
Salvador
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
U. S. A.
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

In the spring of 1956 the Danish Red Cross was favoured with 
an honorary certificate granted by the 3rd Conference of the Inter
national Union for Health Education of the Public in recognition 
of the contribution to the furtherance of health rendered through 
the instructional film on artificial respiration.

The fulfilment of obligations under the Geneva Conventions of 
1949 is in Denmark entrusted to a special committee set up by the 
Government on which committee the Danish Red Cross is repre
sented.

In 1953 the Danish Red Cross agreed to share with the Danish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs expenses connected with the issue of a 
popular pamphlet on the 1949 Geneva Conventions. Due to various 
circumstances, inter alia the illness and regretted passing of the 
chairman of the Geneva Convention Committee early in 1956, the 
pamphlet has not yet appeared, but is expected to come out early 
in 1957.
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Honorary Certificate granted by International Health Education Conference for DRC 
instructional film on artificial respiration
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The Danish Red Cross first aid organisation which has been of 
primary importance since the beginning o f the century, has been 
subject to a time of development, including certain difficulties to 
overcome, during the past 10 years.

After W orld War II it was hoped through a reorganisation to 
build up this section of the Society so that it was fit to cope with 
the tasks which the authorities would entrust to the Danish Red 
Cross in the field of emergency service.

However, a final framework for disaster preparedness in Den
mark has not yet been laid down, and it has, therefore, been nec
essary for the Danish Red Cross while awaiting a decision to try 
not to lose the active first aid members whose work will be all- 
important to the solution of the tasks when they appear to their 
full extent.

After having tried various forms of organisation up to 1953, the 
regulations at present in force as to the first aid work within the 
Society were decided upon. According to these regulations the work 
comprises: (1) an internal training programme giving the active 
first aiders the broadest possible training and qualifying them for 
service both in times of peace and war, (2) an external training 
programme of a more temporary character according to which first 
aid training is given to both civil defence and home guard per
sonnel according to provisional directions.

The Danish Red Cross has very close relations with the Danish 
health authorities, and consequently the training programmes are 
planned so as to meet with their approval at all times.

In 1955 a new text-book in first aid was published. This text
book is a definite departure from the lines hitherto followed in
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such text-books. Thus it contains only the absolute minimum of 
anatomy spread over the different sections of the book. Moreover, 
it contains a popular and short guide to disaster first aid, the au
thors being of the opinion that in case of a major disaster the popu
lation is very largely left to self-help.

As for details on courses in first aid, information is given on 
page 8.

The teaching of life saving by artificial respiration is an im
portant link in first aid training in Denmark. The method used is 
the Danish Holger Nielsen method which has been applied for 
more than 25 years, and which the XVIIIth International Red Cross 
Conference recommended for adoption by national Red Cross So
cieties for general basic instruction of Red Cross personnel. Techni
cal and popular pamphlets on the H. N. method exist in English as 
well as Danish.

A special feature in the field of first aid is First Aid Posts on 
Highways and on Beaches. The Highway Posts are placed along 
all important routes at an interval of abt. 4 kilometers (2 V2 miles).

In order to make school-children first aid minded -  and to assure 
that first aid equipment is available -  Red Cross first aid chests 
are placed in schools at conspicuous places.

Since 1955 the Junior Red Cross out-of-school groups are forming 
part of the Danish Red Cross first aid organisation. This arrange
ment indicates a recognition of the fact that previously Junior Red 
Cross members have not had sufficiently close contact with the 
adult volunteers to provide for a natural transition into the ranks 
of the adults.

The members of the out-of-school-groups occupy themselves as 
hitherto, i. e. exchange of albums, relief work, courses in first aid, 
home nursing, and baby care, training camps, etc.

Following a period of some uncertainty as to the form under 
which Junior Red Cross work in the schools should be carried out. 
an arrangement has now been made which seems to promise a 
happy and satisfactory development, and through which the Danish 
Red Cross is able to offer the schools considerable assistance by 
means of courses in first aid, hygiene and accident prevention -  
and through the international school correspondence a possibility 
of contact with juniors in other countries.

The arrangement just referred to comprises an agreement be
tween the Danish Red Cross, the Danish Fire Prevention Committee 
and the Danish Police Authorities, concluded on February 1st, 1956, 
concerning cooperation in connection with information of school- 
children on prevention of accidents in the home, on the road, etc., 
instruction in first aid and international understanding. The work 
is coordinated by one joint collaborator.

The Convalescent and Rehabilitation Centre at Hold in Jutland 
was established in 1922 as a centre for patients of the less well-to-do 
classes of the population. It has a total capacity of 435 beds and 
receives patients suffering from rheumatic, nervous, heart or gastric

Institutions 
operated by 
the Danish 
Red Cross
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Spastic Children at DRC Rehabilitation Centre at Hald

diseases, as well as polio and spastic patients. In the period 1952- 
1956 treatment has been given to 10,600 patients which figure rep
resents a number of 698,200 sickdays.

At present preparations are under way for launching a new 
initiative in the field of rehabilitating housewives and other women 
in the domestic trade as well as unskilled labourers within agri
culture, forestry, and gardening -  an initiative which is being un
dertaken at the request and expense of the Disability Insurance 
Court.

The Sanatorium in Norway for Danish Children suffering from 
Asthma, inaugurated in 1950 as a result of cooperation between the 
Norwegian and Danish Red Cross Societies, for which the Norwe
gian Red Cross provided half the cost of establishment through a 
nation-wide collection in Norway, has since that time been used to 
its full capacity, whereby groups of 60 children (girls and boys) 
suffering from asthma have been received for 4 months at a time, 
giving a total of 787 children benefiting from this programme in 
the period 1952-1956 the figure representing 84,500 sickdays. The 
majority of the children has been Danish, but a small contingent 
of Norwegian patients are included in each group.

According to medical examinations of the children during the 
stay in Norway, abt. 90 per cent, of the children are considerably 
better when they return, and regular post-examinations at 3 months’ 
interval show that the said improvement is lasting for more than 
50 per cent, of the children. In certain cases a child is given the 
opportunity of a second visit after the lapse of some time.

Rest Homes for Overworked Housewives with Small Children. 
Since the summer of 1948 the Danish Red Cross has operated rest 
homes for overworked impecunious mothers with small children of 
up to 7 years of age, thereby filling a gap in Danish social legisla
tion. Two such homes are now being operated during the summer
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season by the North Jutland and South Jutland Area Committees 
respectively.

The homes have a total capacity of 40 mothers and 80 children. 
In the period 1952-1956 a total of app. 800 mothers and 2,000 
children have benefited from a stay at Danish Red Cross centres 
of this type.

Homes for Chronically III. The Danish Red Cross Area Com
mittee for North Jutland operates two homes for chronically ill 
persons, each with a capacity of 20 patients.

A number of Danish Red Cross chapters have on their programme 
the operation of infants' homes, day nurseries, and kindergartens, 
one chapter runs an institution caring for maladjusted children and 
one a summer-camp for kindergarten-children. In all, the Danish 
Red Cross runs 19 children’s institutions with a capacity of 675 
children.

Furthermore, the Danish Red Cross has in the period under re
view established 2 orphans’ homes in Greenland, each with a capac
ity of 20-25 children from 2 to 14 years of age. A  third such home 
is under preparation. Part of the current expenses connected with 
operating these homes is covered by the proceeds of a floating col
lection of used stamps.

The Danish Red Cross has no schools of nursing, the training of 
nurses being dealt with completely by the public authorities. The 
Danish Red Cross has, however, been requested to assist in the 
recruiting and training of volunteer nurse’s aides within the civil

Greenland 
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in the costume 
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Child Welfare 
Work

Nursing
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defence scheme, and an agreement to this effect has been concluded 
between the Civil Defence League and the Danish Red Cross.

The Danish Red Cross has for many years had courses in nurs
ing the sick in their homes and in child care on its programme. 
These courses were completely revised in 1953, introducing modern 
teaching methods and including the field of hygiene. Further in
formation on the above courses is given on page 8.

Since 1876 the Danish Red Cross has had a nurses’ placement 
bureau which since 1952 is operated by the Copenhagen chapter. 
Nursing in the homes at a reduced rate is granted in a limited 
number of cases. As per October, 1956, 30 nurses were attached 
to the bureau.

Besides the nurses attached to the said bureau the Danish Red 
Cross employs a number of nurses in its health and social welfare 
activities.

The Copenhagen chapter undertakes the training of children s 
nurses in their infants’ home. The training period is 12 months’ 
practical work caring for the infants (supplemented by evening 
school classes according to statutory regulations) plus 3 months’
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orientation in the occupation of small children (the Froebel system).
Since 1950 the French and the Danish Red Cross Societies have 

cooperated in arranging an exchange of 2 French and 2 Danish 
nurses annually for a period of 6-8 weeks in the summer season. 
In Denmark the arrangement is carried out with the assistance of 
and in cooperation with the Danish Council of Nurses.

The Danish Red Cross is represented on the Danish Florence 
Nightingale Committee and contributes annually to its scholarship 
fund.

In the period under review two Danish nurses have been awarded 
the Florence Nightingale Medal, viz. in 1953 Miss Ellen Marie 
Christensen and in 1955 Miss Maja Foget.

Aid to Sick, Lonely, and Aged Persons. For some years the 
Danish Red Cross has carried out activities to the benefit of sick, 
lonely, and aged persons, both in the capital and provincial towns. 
So far the activity has been on a moderate scale, but in view of 
the rising need as a result of the advance in modern medicine and 
the prolongation of the life o f man an expansion of the said 
activities is likely to take place.

Loan Depots and Ambulant Cribs. The Danish Red Cross has 
for many years operated loan depots for medical equipment which 
depots are supervised by Red Cross volunteers. In 1956 there are 
328 loan depots.

A  similar activity is the circulation of ambulant cribs with 
complete layettes which are lent to impecunious mothers at a doc
tor’s or midwife’s request. The cribs can be kept for 6 months and 
must be returned in good condition, necessary wear and tear taken 
in consideration. In 1956 the Danish Red Cross has 620 ambulant 
cribs in circulation.

At the request of the Yugoslav Red Cross, a model of the above- 
mentioned ambulant cribs was donated to that Society in 1955.

Volunteer Production Groups. Throughout the country, including 
Greenland, groups of volunteers undertake the production neces
sary for keeping loan depots, ambulant cribs, etc., sufficiently 
supplied. Moreover, material has been sent to Greenland from 
which Greenland women have produced children’s clothes and 
distributed them to homes in need, an activity which is appreciated 
by the authorities, inter alia because it opens the eyes of the Green
land women for humanitarian work.

Other Activities in Greenland. Assistance has been rendered in 
a number of ways, partly to hospitals in Greenland by way of 
donations of house-organs and gramophones, partly by placing 
cash-aid at the disposal of district-medical-officers for distribution 
to needy families. Finally information on various health measures 
are given to the Greenland population through Red Cross courses, 
pamphlets, etc., which work is carried out in close cooperation with 
the Ministry for Greenland.

Donors for Blood Banks. In Denmark as elsewhere the appli
cation of blood transfusion is undergoing rapid development and 
this fact inspired the Danish health authorities to set up a Blood

Social Welfare 
Activities
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Transfusion Board in May, 1954. The said board is working on 
finding ways and means of a practical, general solution to all 
questions pertaining to blood transfusion. Whether or not the 
Danish Red Cross will be asked to assist in this field in the future, 
is not known at present.

For the time being donors for blood banks are being recruited 
among relatives of patients receiving blood and among members 
of an organisation called “ Denmark's Voluntary Blood Donor 
Corps” ; the latter is directed by a committee on which the Danish 
Red Cross is a member. Moreover, some Danish Red Cross chapters 
keep a panel of donors who give their blood when called upon or 
at regular intervals.

International
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Cooperation
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Red Cross 
Societies

Grants -  
Study Visits -  
Friendship 
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2. International A ctiv itie s
In the period 1952-1956 the Danish Red Cross Society has par
ticipated in a number of international Red Cross meetings, first 
of all the League Board of Governors meeting, held in Oslo in 
May, 1954.

The Society has kept in close contact with the two International 
Red Cross organisations -  the League of Red Cross Societies and 
the International Committee of the Red Cross -  as well as with a 
great number of sister societies, more particularly those of the 
Scandinavian countries with which experience and information of 
mutual interest in different fields are regularly exchanged.

The Danish Red Cross has contributed financially to the League 
(according to its quota) and the International Committee (a small 
token contribution) and celebrates the International Red Cross Day.

1 he cooperation with Scandinavian sister societies has been 
developed further in the period under review. This has been 
brought about through friendly talks among leading members of 
the Societies at different levels, by sending representatives to each 
other's annual meetings and meetings of a technical nature and by 
mutually arranging camps, training centres, etc., in special fields 
such as first aid and Junior Red Cross.

In the period in question an inter-Scandinavian disaster relief 
agreenment was signed by the Red Cross presidents of Denmark, 
Finland, Norway, and Sweden, which agreement came into force 
in January, 1954.

A similar bilateral agreement between the Danish Red Cross 
and the Red Cross Society of the German Federal Republic has 
been under preparation in 1956.

In July, 1954, the Danish Red Cross came in with the sister 
societies of Finland, Norway and Sweden in arranging an inter
national Junior Red Cross centre, held in Flamslatt, Sweden, in 
which juniors from 13 national Junior Red Cross sections partic
ipated.

In the period under review the Danish Red Cross offered the 
Thai Red Cross Society a second grant of D. Kr. 2.000,- to facilitate 
the studies at the Danish State Serum Institute of a Thai doctor
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who was in need of perfectioning his knowledge with regard to 
the production of different vaccines, first of all the BCG vaccine. 
The study visit in question took place in 1954 (the first such study 
visit had been paid in 1950/51).

Every summer the Danish and French Red Cross Societies have 
arranged an exchange of two nurses from each country (cf. page
H).

In 1953/1954 a Danish nurse benefited from a British Red Cross 
Florence Nightingale scholarship enabling her to study psychiatry 
in Great Britain for one year.

Moreover, short-term visits have been paid to the Danish Red 
Cross by a number of representatives from sister societies, and by 
Danish Red Cross representatives to the League of Red Cross 
Societies and to sister societies.

At Danish Red Cross headquarters a number of 175 visits by 
Red Cross representatives from 32 different countries were recorded 
in the period 1952-195(1, as well as visits by representatives from 
the League of Red Cross Societies and the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees.

At the request of the Canadian Red Cross the Danish Red Cross 
Society has assisted foreign nationals, particularly of Greek origin, 
passing through Copenhagen en route from European countries, 
primarily Poland, via London to relatives in Canada.

At the request of the British Red Cross the Danish Red Cross is 
assisting British children upon arrival to and departure from Den
mark before or after a convalescent stay at the Vordingborg 
children's hospital -  a project initiated and financed by the Anglo-

Cooperation 
with Canadian 
and British Red 
Cross Societies
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Danish Society in England and operated by the national tuber
culosis associations of the two countries in question.

In the period 1952-1956 the Danish Red Cross has participated 
in the Red Cross international disaster relief activities coordinated 
by the League of Red Cross Societies to the extent to which financ
ial resources made this possible.

The assistance rendered may be divided into two groups, viz. 
major relief actions and relief rendered on a smaller scale.

The first group comprises (1) relief actions to the benefit of flood 
victims in the Netherlands, earthquake victims in Greece and 
refugees in a number of countries, which relief actions were made 
possible through contributions from the Danish population to 
nation-wide collections in cash and kind, and (2) contribution to 
victims of the Korean conflict.

Relief to the The terrible North Sea flood disaster which hit the Netherlands
Netherlands in February, 1953, released an immediate, spontaneous relief 

operation which enjoyed the support of both public and private 
sources in Denmark as well as an army of volunteers who made it 
possible to bring emergency assistance to the flood victims in the 
shortest possible time.

The said relief operation, which was coordinated by the Danish 
Red Cross in cooperation with friends of the Netherlands headed 
by the Ambassador, had two phases:
a. the emergency phase in which over 1,000 tons of clothing, shoes 

and boots, bed linen, wooden huts, sandbags, spades and other 
emergency supplies were dispatched to the Netherlands by air, 
road, rail and ship,

b. the rehabilitation phase in which donated funds to the amount 
o f 3.5 million D. Kr. (s. fr. 2.25 million) were spent on contri
butions to the textile plan, the agricultural plan and the house
building plan prepared by Dutch authorities and the Dutch Red 
Cross and coordinated by the latter. The relief thus rendered
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comprised textiles and agricultural machinery manufactured in 
Denmark, as well as 69 one-family-houses and two social centre- 
houses, prefabricated in Denmark.

The relief operation to the benefit of Dutch flood victims was 
finally terminated in November, 1955. All supplies had been trans
ported to Holland free of charge through facilities granted by 
air-, railway-, shipping-, and civil defence authorities, the latter 
placing lorries at the disposal of the Red Gross.

Immediately following the earthquake disaster on the Ionian Relief 
Islands, Greece, in August, 1953, a collection was launched by the t0 Creece 
Consul General for Greece and the Danish Red Cross which col
lection yielded 10 tons of clothing and a sum of half a million 
D. Kr. (s. fr. 320.000). The clothing and certain other gifts in kind 
were immediately shipped to Greece. Furthermore, 30 tons of 
clothing, collected and dispatched for refugees in Greece, were 
handed over to the Greek Red Cross for distribution among Greek 
disaster victims (cf. also page 19). Moreover, a quantity of medi
caments and other supplies from the Danish hospital ship“ Jutlandia" 
were handed to the Greek Red Cross in September, 1953, when 
the “ Jutlandia” called at Piraeus with repatriated Greek wounded 
soldiers on her return voyage to Denmark following the armistice 
in Korea (cf. also below).

The emergency phase being over when the cash collection was 
closed it was decided -  in reply to a request from the Greek Red 
Cross -  to use the funds donated for building a boarding-house for 
school children on the island of Zakynthos.This project was directed 
by a committee composed of representatives of the Danish Red 
Cross, the Consul General for Greece, the voluntary organisation 
“Mellemfolkeligt Samvirke” (“ International Cooperation” ) and the 
architect. The school-boarding-house, with accommodation for 192 
children, erected by 15 Danish craftsmen assisted by Greeks, from 
material prefabricated in Denmark, and provided with Danish 
furniture, household-linen, etc., was inaugurated in June, 1956.

Inspired by the difficult situation for refugees in the Berlin area, Relief to 
and following deliberations with the office of the UN High Com- Refugecs 
missioner for Refugees, a collection of clothing for refugees in a 
number of countries was launched in January, 1953, by an “ aid 
to refugees committee” composed of representatives of the Danish 
Red Cross, Danish sections of international church organisations, 
the Danish national church and the organisation “Mellemfolkeligt 
Samvirke” (“ International Cooperation” ).

The proceeds of this collection were 680 tons of clothing which 
under the coordination of the Danish Red Cross were distributed
as follows:

Refugees in the German Federal Republic .............  390 tons
Refugees in Austria ......................................................  80
Refugees in Greece ......................................................  50
Refugees in Syria ..........................................................  80
Refugees in Korea ......................................................... 80
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Relief on a 
Smaller Scale

South
Schleswig,
Germany

Further supplies of clothing for Arab refugees in the Near 
East were collected in 1954-55 by a Danish church committee and 
dispatched by the Danish Red Cross.

The contribution of the Danish Red Cross to victims of the 
Korean conflict has been twofold:

At the request and expense of the Danish government the Society 
undertook the administration of the hospital ship “ JUTLANDIA” 
which served with the United Nations Command from March, 1951, 
to August, 1953. During this period the “ Jutlandia” received on
board 4.981 patients of 24 different nationalities, representing 
84.819 sickdays. A  number of civilian Korean patients, inch chil
dren, were treated onboard, Korean doctors and nurses were 
received for training, and Danish doctors and nurses assisted, time 
permitting, their Korean colleagues in hospitals, children’s homes, 
etc., ashore. The “ Jutlandia” was three times used for repatriation 
to Europe of wounded soldiers. Upon her return to Danish waters 
in October, 1953, the “ Jutlandia” was retransformed into a pas
senger and cargo vessel.

The second contribution in the Korean conflict was participation 
by the Danish Red Cross in the Joint Red Cross Mission assisting 
with the exchange of prisoners of war following the armistice in 
Korea in July, 1953. A  group of 9 Danish doctors, headed by a 
medical member of the Danish Red Cross Central Committee, took 
part in this action.

Relief has been sent on a smaller scale to a number of sister 
societies on whose behalf the League of Red Cross Societies had 
issued appeals for international assistance following natural dis
asters of various kinds. Moreover, the Danish Red Cross has in 
the period under review received donations of medicaments from 
Danish pharmaceutical firms which medicaments have been 
distributed to sister societies in the Near and Far East. A  donation 
of a large quantity of cod liver oil from the Danish Red Cross 
chapter of the Faroe Islands has been distributed in the same way.

The assistance mentioned above has been rendered to the nation
al Societies of Algeria, Austria, Ecuador, Great Britain, India, 
Indonesia, Lebanon, Pakistan and Turkey.

In July, 1953, members of the team of Danish doctors who by 
circumstances were forced to a lengthy stop-over in Japan en route 
for participating in the exchange of POWs in Korea (cf. above) 
assisted the Japanese Red Cross in their relief work for flood 
victims on the Kyushu island.

The Danish Health Service in South Schleswig under the Danish 
Red Cross. This humanitarian relief activity, commenced as a 
private initiative at the end of World War II, was by the Danish 
government placed under the administration of the Danish Red 
Cross in 1948.

The field of activity of the Danish Health Service comprised 
3 hospital sections with a total capacity of 162 beds, an extensive
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DRC Sanatorium in Norway for Danish Asthmatic Children

district- and public health nursing service, a school-doctor- and 
dentist service, a TB-dispensarv with X -ray car, etc.

As more normal general conditions gradually set in the hospital 
sections etc. were closed down in 1955 at the request of the compe
tent Danish authorities, while the remaining permanent activities 
are being continued unchanged with the necessary financial support 
from the Danish State.

The said Service, the annual budget of which is now abt. 1.1 mil
lion D. Kr. (s. fr. 700,000), and which has a staff of 50 persons, 
has contributed essentially to promote and preserve the state of 
health in the district, not least among the inhabitants with Danish 
cultural connections.

The whole activity which still has considerable problems to solve 
has met with the sympathy and the recognition of German health 
authorities and is carried out in agreement with the competent 
German authorities and the German Red Cross.

In the period under review a great number of individual requests 
for assistance, primarily by way of medicaments, were received, 
particularly from Eastern European countries. Generally such 
applicants have been asked to address themselves to their national 
Red Cross Society.

In the period 1952-1956 the Danish Red Cross has continued 
to handle individual enquiries in cases where the Red Cross seemed 
the best channel for such cases. In this period about 1,500 cases, 
primarily enquiries for seamen and emigrants, have been dealt 
with of which 50 °/o have been concluded with a successful result.

III. W here  the money cam e from  and how it was spent
Besides the publicity given to Red Cross activities at home and 
abroad through the media mentioned above, a regular publicity

Individual 
Requests lor 
Assistance

Enquiries

Publicity and 
Fund Raising
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Finances

service is maintained giving the general public up-to-date inform
ation on current Red Cross events.

This service is particularly concerned with publicity in connect
ion with fund raising, but handles also special events such as 
nation-wide collections for relief supplies or funds, the celebration 
of International Red Cross Day May 8, the issue of Red Cross 
stamps, etc.

With regard to fund raising the Danish Red Cross has since 1951 
-  besides the membership fee mentioned previously (cf. page 6) -  
arranged an annual propaganda and fund raising week, held in 
the month of September.

A current collection of used stamps undertaken by he Society 
provides funds for covering part of the working expenses connected 
with operating the orphan’s homes in Greenland, mentioned on 
page 13.

The Danish Red Cross derives its income from the following 
sources: (1) membership fees, (2) fund raising week, (3) extra
ordinary collections of supplies and funds for special purposes, 
(4) a small state subsidy of D. Kr. 12,000 (s. fr. 7,600), and (5) other 
income such as income from personal and real estate, donations 
and bequests, Red Cross stamps, etc.

Balance Sheet as at March 31st, 1956 
Assets

1.000 D. Kr. 1.000 s. fr.
Current Assets (cash on hand and on deposits,

accounts receivable, supplies)..................... 3 189 2 025
Fixed Assets (sites, buildings, etc.) ............... 5 213 3 310
Trust Funds (deposits at banks and bonds) . . 994 631

9 396 5 966

Liabilities
Accounts Payable ........................................... 778 494
Loan in Real Estate.......................................... 4 258 2 704
Special Reserve F u n d ....................................... 1 000 635
General Fund .................................................... 2 366 1 502
Trust Funds ........................................................ 994 631

9 396 5 966

The working accounts of the DRC headquarters for the financial 
year April 1st, 1955, -  March 31st, 1956, balance with D. Kr. 
8.8 million (s. fr. 5.6 million) and the balance-sheet with D. Kr. 
9.4 million (s. fr. 6 million).

For the period 1952-1956 the Danish Red Cross headquarters 
have for domestic and international activities (part of the latter 
having been carried out at the request and expense of the govern
ment) had a total expenditure of D. Kr. 55.6 million (s. fr. 35.3 mil-

Continue page 24
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Survey of incom e and expenditure of the Danish Red Cross at national level January ist, i»z—March 31«, 1««

■/i— *7i. 1952 7 i— ' 7 i. 1953 l/x 1954— 31/a 1955 J/4 1955--81/3 1956 Total figures */ 1952—»‘ /a 1956

1 000 D. Kr. 1 000 D. Kr. 1 000 D. Kr. 1 000 D. Kr. 1 000 D. Kr. 1 000 s. frcs.
Expend. Income Expend. Income Expend. Income Expend. Income Expend. Income Expend. Income

A . D o m e stic  A c t iv it ie s :
1. Emergency Service and other tasks con-

208 15 80 5 58 26 35 8 381 54 242 34

2. Junior Red Cross -  school and out-of- 62
161

11 9 7 89 57
school activities .............................................

3. Information Service ..................................... 78 70 31 99 73 77 50 407 232 258 147

4. Convalescent and Rehabilitation Centre at
Hair! ................................................. 2 996 2 907 3 300 3 282 8 020 7 958 4 263 4 074 18 579 18 221 11 798 11 570

5. Sanatorium in Norway for Danish Asth-
201 149 193 131 271 162 245 130 910 572 578 363

matic Children .............................................
6 . Orphans’ Homes and other Activities in 531 79 60 74 51 722 508 1 406 619 893 393

7. Child Welfare and other Social Institu- 184 62 24 14 33 27 27 18 268 121 170 77

Total 4 343 3 211 3 757 3 523 8 564 8 297 5 376 4 788 22 040 19 819 13 996 12 584

B. Internation al A c t iv it ie s :
2 240 

309 
91

2 188 
302 
45

1 . Disaster Relief to the Netherlands ..........
2. Disaster Relief to Greece .........................

1 767 
11

1 685 1 622 
1

1 622 138
475

138
475

3 527 
487 
143

3 445 
475 

713. Relief to Refugees ........................................
82 

7 756 
3 160

122 71 20 9*i5
4. Exchange of POWs in Korea ..................
5. Hospital Ship JUTLANDIA ................. .. ·
6 . Danish Health Service in South Schleswig

7 756 
3 160

318 
6 776 
2 687

6 776 
2 687

727 
2 691

727 
2 691 2 135 2 135

15 259 
10 673

15 259 
10 673

9 689 
6 777

9 689 
6 777

7. Contributions to International Red Cross 
Organisations .................................................

8. Other International Activities .................
29

101 81
48

128
16

104
68
35

16
2

39
51

16
25

184
315

48
212

117
200

30
135

Total 11 128 10 997 11 857 11 339 5 166 5 058 2 839 2 789 30 990 30 183 19 678 19 166

C. N ation a l H ea d q u a rters :
1481 . Administration and Service ........................

2. Expenses to Board and Committee Meet-
530 81 544 69 720 65 541 18 2 335 

174

233 1 483 

11078 21 46 29
3. Other Expenses................................................ 17 40 15 72 46

Total 608 81 582 69 806 65 585 18 2 581 233 1 639 148

D. G en era l S ou rces  o f  In com e
1. National Fund Raising Campaigns .......... 153 301 369 329 1 152 732
2. Donations and Bequests................................ 55 43 44 37 179 114
3. State Subsidy .................................................
4. Headquarter Share of Membership Contri-

12 12 15 12 51 32

148butions ................................................................ 54 57 62 60 233
5. Interest ............................................................. 175 182 305 175 837 531
6. Other Income ................................................. 219 71 53 77 420 267

Total 668 666 848 690 2 872 1 824

Total Expenditure and Income A. B. C. D ... 16 079 14 957 16 196 15 597 14 536 14 268 8 800 8 285 55 611 53 107 35 313 33 722
Deficit Covered by Capital Consumption . . . . 1 1 2 2 599 268 515 2 504 1 591

Grand Total 16 079 16 079 16 196 16 196 14 536 14 536 8 800 8 800 55 611 55 611 35 313 35 313



lion) as against an income of D. Kr. 53.1 million (s. fr. 33.7 million). 
The deficit has been covered from funds collected in the post-war 
years.

Detailed information in figures on the said activities are given 
in the survey on page 23. All of the activities mentioned therein 
have been carried out at the initiative of the Danish Red Cross 
except items B 5 and 6 which represent activities carried out at 
the request of the Danish government and entirely at its expense, 
the total incoming and outgoing figures for these two items being 
D. Kr. 25.9 million (s. fr. 16.4 million) or nearly half the grand total 
for the period under review. Other income shown in the survey under 
items A, B and C represents subsidies from municipal sources to 
activities entitled thereto according to the social legislation of the 
country, as well as sundry contributions from other sources. The 
income mentioned under item B. 7. represents contribution from 
the Danish government to the International Red Cross, transferred 
through the intermediary of the Danish Red Cross.

To expenses at national level should be added expenses connected 
with activities at area and chapter level, which expenses amount 
to app. D. Kr. 2.5 million (s. fr. 1.6 million) annually.


