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n a m ·

Until the day when G erm any  is reunited and h ead qu arters return  
to B erlin  the C entral C om m ittee of the GRC resid es in a new 
build ing in Bonn, which it h as occupied since 1954.



Preface

This report is a survey of the activities of the German Red Cross in 
the Federal Republic of Germany and deals with the development of the 
GRC. during the four years that have passed since the 18. International 
Red Cross Conference in Toronto.
For our organization this period has been more than four successive 
years of work with partly the same and partly changed or new responsi
bilities. It has been the period during which the German Red Cross has 
regained its place in the world-wide brotherhood of those in all nations 
who are striving for peace and humanity. It has been able to participate 
in the continuous give and take which is natural between brothers and to 
take up new tasks secure in the knowledge that experienced friends who 
are always ready to help are standing at its side.
It is above all due to this fact that Henry Dunant’s ideals have again 
taken firm root in our country. Their strength that overcomes· frontiers 
of all kinds has helped us to solve or at least partially solve problems 
which have burdened the hearts of our people. Again and again we 
have been happy and grateful in realizing that even after years of 
greatest need and hardship and in spite of new and distressing trials 
for humanity there is indeed no cause for despondency.
It is of this confidence in the future that the following pages wish 
to speak to the friends who have gathered in New Delhi, in the country 
in which high moral prinziples have always had their home.

President of the German Red Cross



Structure and Organization of the German Red Cross

Central Committee and Secretariat-General :

President : 
Vice-President : 
Vice-President : 
Chairman of the 
Presidents’ Council : 
Secretariat-General: 
Secretary-General :

Patron : The President of the Federal Republic 
Professor Dr. Theodor Heuss 
Dr. Heinrich Weitz 
Countess Etta Waldersee 
Walter Bargatzky

Dr. Hans Ehard
71, Friedrich-Ebert-Allee, Bonn
Walther G. Hartmann

Federal Training Centre of the German Red Cross :
Mehlem near Bonn

Special Committees of the German Red Cross :
1. Committee for Public Health and Medical Services 

Chairman : Professor Dr. Freiherr von Redwitz,
Chief Medical Officer of the German Red Cross

2. Committee for Social Work 
Chairman : Countess Waldersee,

Vice-President of the German Red Cross
3. Legal Committee 

Chairman : Judge von Stark,
President of the Land-Association Schleswig-Holstein
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4. Committee for Disaster Preparedness and Relief 
Chairman : Walter Bargatzky,

Vice-President of the German Red Cross
The President and the Members of the Central Committee are elected by 
67 delegates from the constituent associations at the General Assembly.

Red Cross Associations :
15 Land-Associations and the „Verband Deutscher Mutterhäuser 

vom Roten Kreuz“ with 50 „Schwesternschaften“
(GRC nurses’ organization with 50 regional nurses’ groups)

526 District Associations 
4,393 Local Associations

The Land-Associations are :
Baden-Wuerttemberg, Bavaria, Berlin, Brunswick, Bremen, Hamburg, 
Hesse, Lower Saxony, North-Rhine, Oldenburg, Rhineland-Palatinate, 
Saar, Schleswig-Holstein, South Baden, Westphalia-Lippe.

Within their respective area these Land-Associations are independent 
regarding their activities and organization. They have the status of a 
„registered association“ (except the Bavarian Red Cross which is .a public 
law corporation). The constituent associations have set up the GRC Cen
tral Committee, their common executive endowed with statutory powers.
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The GRC in the World Community of the Red Cross

After the German Red Cross, newly constituted in 1950, had been recogni
zed bv the International Committee and affiliated to the League of 
Red Cross Societies and after it had taken part in the XVIII. international 
Red Cross Conference of 1952 in Toronto, it was able once more to share 
on an equal basis the duties and privileges of the common work of the 
Red Cross Societies. These circumstances have noticeably influenced the 
development of the Red Cross in Germany ever since.
To the International Committee the GRC is much indebted above all 
for the help rendered in establishing international contacts especially regard
ing the reuniting of German families with their relatives from across the 
frontiers.
From the Secretariat of the League in Geneva the GRC received guidance 
and assistance drawn from the rich store of experience of the national 
Red Cross Societies all over the world. As co-ordinator of all direct 
relief actions the League assisted — although it had not been necessary 
to appeal to the League for help since 1952 — above all in the care of 
German refugees and gave immediate aid in disasters, as for instance in 
1953 when the number of refugees coming from the Eastern zone of 
Germany to West Berlin reached its peak and in 1954 during the floods 
in Bavaria.
Thus, for instance, out of donations received from sister societies abroad, 
the following were distributed to needy Germans, particularly refugees, in 
the course of 4 years:

3,560 t clothing 
9,179 t food 

12 t medicines 
7,771 t other goods.

In addition money donations totalling over half a million German Marks 
were received and 9,000 children were invited for rest-cures, holidays, etc.
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A gain  an a  again  the g ift-p arce ls from  the G R C’s frien ds abroad 
w ere a source of jo y  to the refu gees.

The donations from friends abroad were so numerous that it is not possible 
to list them here.
The cash value of donations received from abroad during the period 
1953—56 totalled DM 55,860,000 ( =  13,300,000 Dollars).
By participating in international relief actions the GRC was at last able 
to start repaying to a small extent the immense debt of gratitude that had 
accumulated especially in the immediate post-war years. In the course of 
20 such actions it extended aid totalling 2,296,900 German Marks during 
the period 1952—55. In accordance with the arrangements agreed upon 
by the League in 1954 in Oslo this aid was sent to Algeria, the Libanon, 
India, Pakistan, South Vietnam, Haiti, Italy, Greece, Holland, Costa 
Rica, the Argentine, etc. And in 1956 the GRC collection for Hungary 
had after the first 3 weeks already reached a total of more than 7,000,000 
German Marks.
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Foreign Aid received 1953-1956
(mainly for refugees and expellees)

Clothing 3,559.8 1 worth DM 28,951,826.

Food 6,178.11 worth DM 21,235,561.-

Medicines 12.91 worth DM 495,978.-

Miscellaneous 10,771.21 worth DM 5,176,635.-



The increasing number of German Red Cross delegates at international 
meetings and in the countries of the other Red Cross Societies shows that 
the GRC is gradually taking its place in the Red Cross world community. 
Thus the GRC was represented at the 23rd meeting of the Board of 
Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies in Oslo in 1954. The 
results of this meeting have shown that common Red Cross ideals lead to 
the same views concerning the work and organization in each national 
Red Cross Society. The resolutions unanimously adopted in Oslo con
cerning health protection and care corresponded exactly to the pro
grammes which the German Red Cross carried out in its own country. 
The same was true of the attitude towards disaster preparedness and 
relief as an obligation of the Red Cross and towards the question of 
membership campaigns.
Delegates of the GRC were among the representatives of more than 40 
Red Cross Societies who attended the meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the League in 1955 when measures for the protection of the civilian 
population were discussed.
The International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red 
Cross Societies as well as numerous sister societies have sent representa
tives to the Federal Republic to collect information and to exchange 
ideas. In the autumn of 1954 a conference was held at the Federal Train
ing Centre of the GRC at Mehlem where delegates from several Euro
pean sister societies discussed the training for the Rescue Services. The 
German junior Red Cross was elected a member of the Advisory Council 
of the International Red Cross. It takes part in a lively exchange of 
youth groups especially with the United States, Great Britain, Belgium, 
Holland, Switzerland, France and Luxemburg.
Meetings of the leaders of the GRC of the Federal Republic and the 
leaders of the sister organization in the German Democratic Republic 
have led to co-operation on the basis of Red Cross principles; this, in 
turn, resulted in agreements concerning mainly practical aspects of the 
Tracing Service, the Rescue Service etc. In 1953 the GRC concluded an 
agreement with the Dutch Red Cross concerning mutual aid in cases of 
disaster: a similar agreement with the Belgian Red Cross is under con
sideration.
In 1955 the President of the German Red Cross made direct contacts 

. with the Central Committees of the Red Cross organizations in the 
countries of Eastern Europe. The main purpose of his visits to the 
capitals of Eastern Europe and of the visits of Red Cross delegations 
from Eastern Europe to Bonn was to tackle questions such as the reunit
ing of families and the ascertaining of the fate of German persons who 
reside, or had last been heard of, in those countries. The results of these 
meetings were welcomed with gratitude by the German people as
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Soon  a fte r  the f ir s t  call fo r help w as rece iv ed  from  H un gary  the trucks of 
the GRC M obile H ospital started  for B u d ap e st in a seem ingly  endless line.



problems had been solved which directly affected many German fami
lies and were of vital concern to the German people. The Red Cross 
had succeeded in finding a solution which could have been achieved in 
no other way; the result was a significant strengthening of confidence 
in the ideals of the Red Cross.

Relief Action for Hungary
As early as November 1st, 1956 the GRC — after consultation with the 
International Committee of the Red Cross — sent its Mobile Hospital 
to Budapest for relief work in connection with the tragic events in 
Hungary which had started late in October. The Mobile Hospital con
sisted of 20 vehicles and had a staff of 64. An auxiliary hospital was 
set up where mothers and children in distress received shelter and where 
food and medicines were distributed. Before returning home the officers 
in charge of the Mobile Hospital presented the Hungarian Red Cross 
with the auxiliary hospital, complete with operation equipment and me
dical stores, as well as with an ambulance car.
218 woman and 174 men were sent by the GRC to Austria to look after 
Hungarian refugees there. Meanwhile, in the Federal Republic of Ger
many, all Red Cross groups were busy collecting gifts in cash and kind, 
looking after refugee transports and providing the Hungarian refugees 
with accomodation, food and employment.

Deutaoh«# R o t ·· Kr«na 
B i l f a a u g

0 b · * r  g  a  t> « -  T e r h a n d l u n g

Daa Deutsche Rote fre u *, vertraten  durch Herrn *  i  t  g « n 
und den Chefarzt den H ilfa la sa r« tt«  Herrn Dr. '’ t o e c k e l  
übergibt heut® in Anwesenheit des Delegierten das Internationalen  
RoiBitaa» roa Roten Kreuz -  Genf -  Herrn B o v e y 

• in  komplettes H ilfs la so re tt  fü r 100 Betten 
darunter

100 Betten 
300 Wolldeoksn
1 kom plette O perations-Ausrüstung 

Medikament« in ^a R ieten

darunter 5 54 larto a  a i t  Blutplasm a m 454 _

und «inen Krank*nkraftw&gen -  0p«l -  35 -  H 6}&

an da? Ungarische Rotr Kreuz. „·<„ . _ . , _^  a l *  Spende d e · Dsut®chen Roten Cr-euies.

Budapest* den 12. Woraaber I9 5 6

Für da« Ungarisch· Rot« tre u * Deutsche* Rote« Ireu * The deed effectin g  the 
tran sfer  of the GRC M obile 
H ospital and of a GRC 
am bulance car to the 
ow nership of the H ungarian  
Red Cross.



Main Fields of Work of the GRC

The main fields of work which keep the GRC in constant touch with the
life of the nation are:

1) Rescue Services and disaster preparedness and relief;

2) Social and Health Services, since the inauguration of the first Red 
Cross women’ associations in 1866 the traditional fields of work of the 
Red Cross women. In these spheres of activity there exists close co
operation between the GRC and all other German social welfare 
organizations;

3) Junior Red Cross, first inaugurated after 1920 and newly founded 
after 1945 together with the adult organization of the GRC. Its aims 
are to imbue young people with humanitarian ideals and to train them 
in First Aid and health protection.
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Rescue Services and Protection of the Civilian
Population

For the Rescue Services and the protection of' the civilian population the 
German Red Cross maintains 4,845 Detachments with regulation equip
ment and 165,790 Detachment members who are trained and ready for 
service at any time. 864,000 persons have been trained in First Aid and 
self-help by the Red Cross. In addition 11,408 instructors train between 
180,000 and 200,000 persons in First Aid every year.
The chief Training Centre where instructors and expert personnel are 
trained is the Bundesschule of the GRC at Mehlem near Bonn. At this 
Training Centre courses are held on all subjects connected with the work 
of the GRC. Also teaching aids such as textbooks, manuals, series of lan
tern slides etc. are compiled here.
In spring 1957 the “Regulations on Disaster Preparedness and Relief“ 
came into operation after they had been accepted by all Land-Associa
tions. They provide for uniform action in cases of disaster and guarantee 
the quickest and most efficient use of men and material.
The work of the Rescue Services and the work for the protection of the 
civilian population is done through

12,358 First Aid Posts 
3,455 Accident Reporting Posts 

383 Medical Stations with medical officers 
12 Auxiliary Hospitals with 110 beds each 

1 GRC Mobile Hospital.
There are strict regulations concerning equipment. All these establish
ments and facilities must .be ready for service at any time.
In cases of disaster the mobile hospital is sent to the centre of the 
disaster area. It can cater for up to 1,500 persons daily and can treat 
400 inpatients and about 1,000 more outpatients. Its tents can accommo
date 800 persons. A minimum of 72 patients can be transported simul
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taneously in its vehicles. The equipment of the mobile hospital was used 
several times on the occasion of disasters during the last few years. 
The Red Cross Detachments are a familiar sight at all large public func
tions in Germany (sport, political and other mass meetings, etc.). In two 
thirds of the German Lander the ambulances of the Red Cross Detach
ments are the only means of transport for sick persons. Its fleet of ambul
ances consists at present of 1,549 cars. During the last year of the period

The F ed era l T rain in g  C entre o f the GRC at M ehlem  n ear B on n  is 
not only the chief train ing-school fo r  in stru cto rs and teachers of the 
GRC, bu t it also se rv es as a  m eetin g-p lace fo r R ed  C ross sp ecia list 
conferences.

under review 1,451,986 transports were carried out covering a distance 
of about 20 million miles. The Central Committe of the GRC maintains 
a reserve pool of 127 ambulances.
The Government has assigned to the GRC certain duties and responsi
bilities in connection with disaster preparedness and relief. For this 
reason the programme is financed not only by funds of the GRC-Asso- 
ciations but also by Government funds.
The disaster preparedness and relief programme of the German Red Cross 
has been set up in accordance with the recommendations of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. The further development of the programme is 
based on the experience of foreign Red Cross organizations.
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First Aid Training 

for the General Public

Provisional target: Training of 1,000,000 men, women and young 

people in the Federal Republic of Germany =  2% ofthe population.

Fully trained by 31.12.1956: approx. 864000 persons

Of these 91,000 were trained in 1952

115,000 in 1953

138,000 in 1954

180,000 in 1955

and about 200,000 in 1956

11 408 First Aid instructors were available on 30. 9.1956



For special work in connection with the disaster preparedness and relief 
programme the following Services were established :
The Blood Donation Centre of the Land-Association North-Rhine and 
Westphalia-Lippe in Düsseldorf, set up in 1951, supplies regularly 320 
hospitals and clinics and also has a Blood Bank for use in cases of disaster. 
Similar Blood Donation Centres are being set up by the GRC Land-Asso
ciations Brunswick, Lower Saxony, Oldenburg, Hesse, Baden-Württem- 
berg and South Baden.

The am bu lan ces of the GRC M obile H osp ital can  be u sed  every- 
w here — even in the m ost d ifficu lt terrain .

In accordance with the request of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and with Article 50 of the Fourth Geneva Convention the 
GRC has concluded the preparations for the establishment of an Identi
fication Service Centre.
In 1954 the GRC first took up the question of radiation protection of 
persons handling radioactive materials for peaceful uses.
In courses of four months’ duration at university institutes the partici
pants are instructed in the physical, biological and medical aspects as 
well as in the handling of radioactive materials. Instruction covers the pre
vention, diagnosis and therapy of injuries incurred by radiation. Through
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GRC Mobile Hospital

iiili. Permanent staff and 
leader section

2. Kitchen section

Transport Mechanics Storekeeper msmmw-s.: Aggregate Tents, campbeds. Food, telephone
blankets, linen equipment

3. Hospital section

Beds Blankets Operating theatre Medical supplies 4 stretchers Medical supplies 4 stretchers Medical supplies
equipment

i stretchers Medical supplies 4 stretchers Medical supplies 4 stretchers 4 stretchers

4. Accommodation 
section

5 Special section

Tenis rents

Communications unit

Maintenance unit

Campbeds Drinking »ater Campbeds Filtering equipment Tents, lighting Blankets

Short wave equipment Communications Telephone equipment Tents etc. Food and miscellaneous
equipment

J
Capacity
Food: Up lo 1500 persons can be provided with 1 " ,  pints o f hoi food. I quart of hoi drinks and cold rollons dolly.

Medical Service. Abdu l 4iO side, injured, etc. can be laken core of in hospital w ards and about 1000 a s  outpatients. 

Accommodation : Tents for approximately 800 persot- Ambulance service: 36 lying and 36 seated patients or 20 lying and 68 

seated patients per transport *  Already operntjon fo be pur<hased



The equipm en t and sto res needed for the GRC M obile H ospital, 
au x ilia ry  h osp itals and d isaste r  re lie f are  kep t in  the depot o f the 
GRC in Bonn read y  for im m ediate use.
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For m ountain  rescue w ork the “B ergw ach t”  h as developed  special 
equipm en t which h as proved  to be o f g re a t valu e  in its operations.

A rad iation  protection  team  fu lly  equ ip p ed  for exercise.



the help of the Red Cross, 14 participants from the medical profession 
received grants to enable them to take the course. 150 persons have been 
trained for the radiation protection teams of the GRC.
Although the very term “Air Raid Protection” or “Luftschutz” is very un
popular because it awakens memories of the second World War, the 
German Red Cross, bound by the Fourth Geneva Convention on the pro
tection of civilians in times of war, has agreed to take over, together 
with other German social welfare organizations, the “Luftschutz“ Relief 
Service and the “Luftschutz“ Medical Service. By April 1956 10 organi
zers had been selected to carry out the organization of the “Luftschutz“ 
Medical Service in the Land-Associations. The “Luftschutz“ Relief Service 
is to take care of all welfare operations that have to be carried out in 
case of imminent or actual air raids, as for instance evacuation, shelter 
for the homeless, feeding etc.
The German Red Cross maintains trained special detachments for the 
Mountain Rescue Service and for the Water Safety Service. At places 
with heavy holiday traffic the Water Safety Service has motorboats and 
observation posts manned by persons trained in swimming and life-saving. 
The Water Safety Service in Bavaria has reported that during the last 
10 years 2,398 human lives were saved from certain death by drowning.
In the Mountain Rescue Service experienced mountaineers work as helpers 
especially during the summer and winter seasons in order to maintain 
a constant control in large and often dangerous mountain areas. They 
have developed their own system of communication and excellent special 
equipment for rescuing persons who have come to grief in the mountains.
Special training is given to the helpers in industrial plants. In addition 
to the basic training courses, they are given instruction on the special 
dangers and possibilities of injury in their respective branches of industry 
and taught how to prevent and treat accidents and injuries.
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The Work of Red Cross Women"

Health and Social Services
With the increasing improvement of living conditions in the Federal 
Republic the women of the German Red Cross — who previously had to use 
their best energies for alleviating the most urgent material needs — were 
able during the last four years to turn their attention to a greater extent 
to the traditional activities of the Red Cross, i. e. health and social services. 
Shortlv before the recommendations of the Board of Governors of the 
League of Red Cross Societies were issued in May 1954 in Oslo, the Ger
man health education programme, the aims of which were identical with 
these recommendations, was inaugurated.
The programme is run by experts such as doctors and health visitors. 
Its aim is to train the public to take a responsible part in protecting 
health and caring for the sick. Health education is carried out by means 
of lectures, health weeks with exhibitions on general and specific health 
problems, and by means of discussions in small groups. Specially trained 
doctors and social workers are in charge of these various forms of health 
education.
The basic courses of the programme are “First Aid” , “Home Nursing” 
and “Care of Mother and . Child” .
Special courses are: Medical Service Training, Nursing in Epidemics, 
Training of Nurse’s Aides, Family Helpers and Social Work Helpers. 
Courses of several days’ duration are given for Red Cross leaders. Expert 
personnel is also trained for diet kitchens, diabetes homes and for the 
care of handicapped young people. In special training courses GRC 
nurses are instructed in the treatment of polio-patients (e. g. in operating 
iron lungs). In the winter and spring of 1956 the GRC was able to send 
3 doctors and 2 nurses to help during the polio-epidemic in the Argentine.
Health Service and Social Service are closely connected with each 
other. They overlap at the following points: rest cures for mothers

j*  The tab le  a t the end of th is R eport show s the organ ization  o f w om en’s 
w ork in a  D istric t A ssociation  of the GRC. 23



in the 17 beautifully situated Mothers’ Rest Homes of the GRC (during 
the last 4 years 26,446 mothers enjoyed rest cures); finding vacancies 
in maternity homes and hospitals, homes for mothers and children, 
old people’s homes and isolation hospitals; the hospital visiting service 
which helps to fulfill the patients’ personal needs such as shopping, 
errands etc.; finding family helpers who look after the household when 
the housewife is ill or away and who can nurse patients in the home 
(during the last 4 years there were 235,184 such bases); in the maternity 
welfare7 centres where mothers are given advice and in the schools where 
children are examined by the local health authorities: in both instances 
Red Cross helpers assist with the work (during the year 1955 alone 14,940 
GRC helpers assisted at the examination of 1,017,290 persons); providing 
needy families with baby outfits; in the collecting centres for mother’s milk; 
in infants’ homes, crèches, kindergartens and day nurseries; in recreation 
centres for handicapped young people; in the management of youth and 
apprentices’ hostels; rest cures for children and young people (in 1953 
for example 8,932 children were sent for rest cures in Germany and 3,400 
for rest cures abroad, in 1954 20,000 children were sent for rest cures 
in Germany and 2,300 abroad. The money needed for the children’s rest 
cures in 1954 amounted to the sum of 3,428,800 German Marks which 
was only partly covered by government grants. In 1956 46,000 Berlin 
children who were particularly in need of a change.came to the.Federal 
Republic. 5,100 sick children were treated; in Red Cross institutions in. 
Germany, 1,159 abroad).
The welfare work of the last. four years was still mainly concerned 
with the individual and social' distress caused by the war. Generous 
donations have made it easier to deal with these tasks. The general 
welfare work of the GRC was' supported during the last four years 
by donations from abroad totalling. 20,522 tons.
During the last four years the German Red Cross distributed gifts in cash 
and kind received from inland sources worth 11,619,866 German Marks. 
Gifts in cash and kind for special relief drives as for instance at the time 
of the flood disaster in Bavaria in 1954 amounted to 1,960,000 German 
Marks. Special donations for polid:victims were also'received.

Aid to Refugees and Expellees

By 1952 the Federal Republic had received. 9,500,000 refugees and 
expellees from the East German territories and from the East Zone of 
Germany. Those who were still in need of help were taken care of by the 
local welfare services of the GRC. During the four years since then an
other 750,000 refugees were admitted to the Federal Republic. The num
ber of refugees reached its peak in 1953 with 321,390 persons. In that
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year the 53 GRC refugee camps in Berlin received up to 28,000 persons 
on a single day. At present the GRC is still running 32 refugee camps 
with approximately 10,000 inmates.
In spite of the enormous building activity in the Federal Republic — every 
year approx. 550,000 new homes are built with government grants — it is 
still difficult to find accommodation for them. In comparison with pre
war times there is a deficit of 1,800,000 homes while at the same

The arriv a l o f tran sp orts o f re se ttle rs from  the terr ito rie s east of the 
O der-N eisse has now m ade it p o ssib le  to reunite fam ilie s a fte r  m any 
y e a rs  o f separation .

time — due to the influx of refugees — the population has increased by 
more than 10 million. For that reason the Land-Associations of the GRC 
still maintain or take care of large temporary housing settlements where 
refugees are accommodated until they have found work and homes.

Care of Former Prisoners of War
When the remaining prisoners of war in the Soviet Union were released 
in larger numbers in 1955, the GRC took over the reception and the first 
relief measures for these men and woman. The GRC distributed in the 
reception camp in Friedland 10,000 welcome-parcels to returning prison
ers of war. In addition to the government payments for former prisoners
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of war. the Red Cross gave money in particularly needy cases. Civilian 
clothes were provided by the local Red Cross offices in the returning 
prisoners’ home-towns. Almost all of them were in need of a rest and 
were therefore sent for rest-cures, if possible together with their families. 
Moreover, the GRC helped as far as possible in their rehabilitation by 
giving donations and tools and by finding accommodation and suitable 
employment for them.

The Sw edish  Red Cross h as don ated  handloom s to help  the refu gees 
m ake use o f the period  o f w aiting and id len ess in  the re fu gee  cam ps.

Help for Displaced Persons
The number of displaced persons, especially those living in camps, 
whom the Red Cross has taken care of has diminished during the last 
years. Most of them have emigrated or have been able to find per
manent work in Germany. The process of finding work for them has often 
been difficult as they frequently had little knowledge of the German 
language or of general conditions in the country. The District Associ
ations of the GRC have tried to advise and help them to establish 
themselves. The Red Cross has continued to supply clothes, food and 
money for the remaining displaced persons who were in need of 
help of this kind. Sponsorships abroad, especially in Great Britain, have
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been found for many of them. The “ Adoptions Committee Aid for 
Displaced Persons” has proved especially helpful in this work.
Care of the Aged
The German Red Cross maintains 136 old people's homes (in 1952 there 
were 111). The life of the inmates is not subject to strict house rules; 
single persons can, if they wish, have single rooms. Everyone is allowed to

In the “Old P o ep le ’s C lubs”  of the GRC the lonely  and aged  gather 
regu lar ly  fo r  social contacts an d  recreation  and to a sk  the Red 
C ross so c ia l w orker fo r adv ice  on their personal problem s.

furnish his room with his own furniture and according to his own taste. 
In Berlin the proportion of the population of those over 65 is especially 
high: 13—14% ; 40%  of them have no relatives whatever. They are 
cared for by Red Cross women and by the Junior Red Cross in “ Old 
People's Clubs“ and in 9 Red Cross day homes for old people. There 
they can enjoy the company of people of their own age and take part 
in interesting activities such as handicrafts, needlework etc.
Help for the Blind
The Local Associations have close contact with the blind in their areas. 
With the help of the Junior Red Cross they provide escorts for
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shopping, business and travelling; they provide the blind with music 
and books in Braille; 50 watches for the blind donated by the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross were distributed to war disabled 
(the same donor gave 64 wheel-chairs for those unable to walk). During 
the last four years the Red Cross has been able to give 250 trained 
guide dogs to blind people at home and abroad.
Special Action for Quick Help
A special relief action entitled “Look around and help!“ is enjoying 
an unusual response from the public. Its helpers try to find cases of 
distress and to give individual help immediately. This is not restricted 
to the neighbourhood alone but frequently extends as far as the old East 
German territories, e. g. by sending urgently needed medical supplies.

E v ery  y ear  during the sum m er holidays th o u san d s o f children from  
the “Islan d  C ity of W est B e rlin ”  are flow n over the Children ’s  A ir 
lift  to the F ed era l K epuhlie and to fo reign  co un tries fo r rest-cu res 
an d  holidays.
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The Work of the GRC Nurse

The Association “Verband Deutscher Mutterhäuser vom Roten Kreuz” 
now comprises 50 “Schwesternschaften” with 15,000 full time nurses 
distributed over the whole of the Federal Republic. They work in the 
Red Cross hospitals and homes or in public institutions. In cases of 
emergency approximately the same number of voluntary nurse’s aides are 
available. Girls who wish to be trained as nurses must be at least 18 years 
old. The training course takes three years and ends with an examination. 
The nurse works 54 hours a week wherever conditions permit. In addition 
to her salary she receives uniforms and free board and is provided with 
health and third-party insurance and an additional old-age insurance. The 
Association also maintains Old Nurses’ Homes for its aged and for 
those incapable of work.

The Werner Schule in Göttingen (previously in Berlin) is the centre for 
graduate courses for German Red Cross nurses. Professors of the Univer
sity of Göttingen teach at this school where nurses are trained for respons
ible positions and as instructors. Advanced courses are offered in surgical 
assistance, pharmacy, dietetics, midwifery, laboratory and X-ray work etc.
The German Red Cross nurse is ready to go anywhere at any time. 
The GRC provided the nursing staff for the mobile hospital stationed 
in Budapest during the recent relief action. GRC nurses are -working in 
Southwest Africa, Brazil, Spain, Portugal and Turkey. In addition 
to 11 doctors and other German personnel there are 28 GRC nurses 
working in the German hospital which was established in South Korea 
in 1954. In 1955 the Korea hospital reported 56,546 treatments of out
patients and 4,547 inpatients; 636 gynaecological operations and 1,557 
other operations were performed and 1,035 obstetrical cases attended to. 
The hospital is giving medical training to Koreans and is training Korean 
student nurses. Of these, 16 took their examinations at Easter 1957 after 
three years of training.

29



; M
l

The GRC baby-n urse  kn ow s all the an sw ers to a young m oth er’s 
questions and in stru cts h er in the care o f her child so th at it m ay 
grow  up to be health y  and strong.

In ru ra l d istricts w ith a w idely d ispersed  population  the social 
w orker of the GRC u ses a m otor-cycle on her daily  roun ds and in 
cases of em ergency.



Institutions and Establishments of the GRC

Closed Institutions :
Hospitals and clinics 76 12,093 persons
Infants’ homes 9 518
Maternity hospitals 3 159
Tb-hospitals 6 456
Tb-sanatoria 12 4,478 „
Sick rooms 48 470
Convalescent homes for children

and young people 52 4,950
Convalescent homes for adults 15 386
Convalescent homes and sanatoria

for mothers 21 191,142
Children’s homes 19 950
Hostels for apprentices and young people 115 5,659
Homes for the aged and infirm 130 7,231
Other homes including homes for the

war-disabled and for persons
who are being retrained 42 9,626

548
Semi-open Institutions etc. :
Crèches 3 10,108
Day nurseries 124 601,185
Sewing classes and sewing rooms 751 219,428
Workshops and worksrooms for young

people 59 11,691
Workshops and worksrooms for adults 17 1,180
Youth homes and centres 12 4,200
Open-door homes 15 44,025
Night-lodging houses 31 1,094
Warming centres 36 178,064

Open Establishments etc. :
Lending depots for nursing equipment 491 13,510
Diet kitchens 6 813
Youth welfare groups in town and

country 189 1,800
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The German Junior Red Cross

The German JRC was re-founded in 1947 and thanks to the help and 
advice from foreign JRC sections it soon came to play an important 
part in the work of the GRC and among other German youth organiza
tions. The aims of the German JRC are similar to those which inspire 
the 45,000,000 JRC members all over the world: to promote good health 
habits, to teach young people to serve others, and to further inter
national understanding.
The JRC has at present 386,850 members in school-units and 25,516 
individual members as compared to 265,561 members in school-units 
and 28,598 individual members 4 years ago. More than 7,000 teachers 
are engaged in the work of the JRC.
The German JRC gave First Aid training to 50,558 school-children in 
1954 and to 57,687 in 1955. For individual members over 13 years of 
age the training in First Aid is compulsory (1955: 17,181 young people.) 
In addition the girls often take courses in Home Nursing and Mother- 
craft (1955 : 651 girls), while life-saving swimming is very popular with 
the boys (1955 : 399 participants). The JRC has thus become one of the 
most active agencies in promoting health education among the young 
people of the Federal Republic. Instruction is in most cases given bv 
doctors. Subjects are: hygiene, healthy living and prevention of accidents.
In the practical field the JRC takes over all duties for which young 
people are suited. It looks after the inmates of old people’s homes, 
orphanages and children’s homes and runs 74 sewing-rooms and 71 
workshops where clothes and toys are made. Well-known all over Ger
many are the so-called “Kummerkasten“, a letter-box at JRC institutions 
in which letters asking for help may be deposited. These wishes are 
then attended to by boys and girls who cut wood, do the shopping, 
run errands etc. for the aged and infirm or provide children with toys,
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clothing or books. Those who are artistically talented form groups and 
arrange concerts, recitals and theatrical performances in homes for handi
capped children, for the blind and in hospitals. In 57 Old People’s Clubs 
members of the JRC meet regularly with the aged and lonely for 
games and other pastimes. Girl members of the JRC prepare layettes, i. e. 
complete baby-outfits which are lent to needy families and are constantly 
replenished.

M em bers o f a school-unit o f the JR C  p ractisin g  F irs t Aid.

Members of the JRC are especially good at canvassing in special drives. 
Around Christmas 1954, for instance, they collected within a very 
short time 6,962 gift-parcels for prisoners of war valued at 112,000 
German Marks; on the occasion of the 80th birthday of Albert Schweitzer 
they collected 22,000 German Marks for his humanitarian work. In 
one year alone (1955) their drive for gift-boxes resulted in 9,779 parcels 
with toys, school supplies and toilet-articles which were sent to German 
refugee children as well as to Korea, Lambarene, Egypt and Ecuador. In 
addition they dressed 100 dolls in German national costumes and sent 
them to children in flood areas in the USA as a small recognition for 
50,000 gift-boxes that had just then been received by the German JRC
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for distribution to German refugee children. Since the first transports of 
Germans from the territories east of the Oder-Neisse arrived in the 
Federal Republic, the JRC has undertaken to look after and clothe the 
children of these resettlers.
The young people’s contributions to international understanding are: 
gift-boxes to disaster areas abroad, exchange of albums with foreign JRC 
groups, sending delegates to youth-camps in foreign countries and inviting 
young foreigners to training centres of the German JRC. Every year on 
Henry Dunant Day the JRC holds its traditional launching of balloons; 
with these coloured balloons the boys and girls send goodwill messages into 
the world and generally receive replies from all neighbouring countries.

P arce ls for re fu gees, return ing ex-prisoners, p rison ers of w ar and 
v ictim s of d isa ste rs a re  packed with loving care  by  m em b ers o f the 
Ju n io r  Red Cross.
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Work Group Jugend  in Heim und Werk"

The Work Group “ Jugend in Heim und Werk” , founded in December 
1952, fulfills a special task within the youth welfare work of the GRC. It 
maintains hostels and educational establishments for young people, parti
cularly young refugees (between the ages of 14 and 25 years) from East 
Germany who have no relatives in the Federal Republic, as well as 
homes in industrial towns for apprentices and young workers from remote 
rural districts.
The Work Group started with 40 such institutions and has now (end 
of 1956) grown to 207 institutions providing accommodation or jobs 
for 9,800 young people. The aim is not so much to give material help as 
to advise and guide. The Work Group tries to help these young people 
with their completely different backgrounds to find their feet in their 
new surroundings and to make contacts especially with their own 
age group.
The m odern h oste ls fo r young peop le m ain ta in ed  by  the Work 
Group “Ju g e n d  in Heim  und W erk” w ere in m an y  instances bu ilt 
and decorated  w ith  the help o f the youn g  poep le  them selves.
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The Tracing Service of the German Red Cross

The Resolution No. 20 passed at the XVIII. International Red Cross 
Conference placed all Red Cross Societies under the obligation to act 
as intermediary with their Governments and to assist actively through 
their organization in all efforts directed towards ascertaining the fate of 
missing persons and reuniting families separated by the second World 
War. This resolution was greeted by a large number of people in Germany 
as the most important outcome of Toronto: it held out new hope to 
countless people of being reunited with their relatives. This hope was 
not in vain.
After the war the GRC had started the Tracing Service as a kind of 
„First Aid“. In 1950 this Tracing Service of the GRC was commissioned 
by the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany to take charge 
of all work in connection with persons missing or separated from their 
relatives as a result of the war. It keeps the official register of the names 
of all persons inquired after as well as of the inquirers ; it carries out 
systematic investigations in each case, especially by its own method of 
questioning those returned from war or captivity (“Heimkchrer”). In hun
dreds of thousands of cases this method proved successful in ascertaining 
the fate of missing soldiers and civilians. (The Table at the end of this 
Report shows the organization of this Service and its activities that con
tinue to this day.)
The Children’s Tracing Service is a joint venture of the GRC with the 
Red Cross of the German Democratic Republic and several neighbouring 
countries. It tried and still tries to trace the parents or relatives of children 
who have been found. In 1956 the 100,000th child was reunited with its 
family through the Tracing Service. Among those found were 2,450 
children of whom not even the names were known; with the help of 
photo-posters, registers of distinguishing marks on the children’s bodies 
and special investigations this number has now been reduced to 573. 
The systematic listing of all missing soldiers and prisoners of war not yet
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located is drawing to a close. All missing persons, totalling 1,246,000, 
are being entered in a photo-list containing their photos and particulars. 
The list comprises 120 volumes of encyclopedia size. Most probably the 
majority of these missing persons were either killed in action or have 
died. A second list contains the names of 140,000 prisoners of war not 
yet located. The 3,000 helpers in the Tracing Service Offices attached 
to the GRC District Associations show these lists to 2 million persons

G reat pains are taken in com piling the photo-lists contain ing photos 
and p articu lars of all persons m issing  or lost.

returned from war or captivity; in this way it is hoped to get reliable 
information on the fate of many more persons.
Since Toronto it has also become possible to make inquiries regarding 
the 3,2 million civilians who were lost in the territories east of the Oder- 
Neisse during the last days of the war. For the Toronto Resolution 
Nr. 20 has enabled the GRC to obtain information about missing civil
ians also from those-countries with whom the Federal Republic has no 
diplomatic relations.
Since Toronto nearly all countries have released their German prisoners 
of war with the exeption of small groups consisting as a rule of persons 
of uncertain nationality and of prisoners sentenced under the laws of
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the custodian powers The GRC keeps in touch with the Red Cross 
Societies of these custodian powers and has thus been able to improve 
the material situation and legal status of the persons concerned. 
Regarding the repatriation of German civilians in the Soviet Union, 
negotiations were started between the Federal Government and the 
Government of the USSR. Apart from these, the GRC is constantly 
in touch with the Red Cross and the Red Crescent of the USSR,

E very  tran sp o rt o i ex -p riso n ers a rriv in g  at the reception-cam p is 
still m et by  d esp arate  peop le carry in g  posters w ith p articu lars of 
th eir  m issin g  fath ers, h u sban ds and sons.

exchanging information concerning prisoners whose whereabouts are 
unknown and trying to solve questions relating to nationality. As a 
result of the negotiations between the Central Committees of the Red 
Cross Societies in the Soviet Union and in the Federal Republic on ques
tions of repatriation held in Moscow in spring 1957, German inquiries 
were dealt with immediately.
The reuniting of Germans in Jugoslavia with their families in Germany 
was initiated years ago by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and arranged between the Governments concerned. The reuniting 
of families as far as Germans in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Roumania 
are concerned has, however, remained the sole responsibility of the Red
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Cross. The various meetings between the Presidents of the Red Cross 
Societies of these countries and the President of the GRC led to basic 
agreements in accordance with the Toronto Resolution.
After the reuniting of Germans in Poland and in the East German terri
tories under Polish administration with their families had practically come 
to a stop in 1952, the Polish Red Cross arranged in 1956 — this was also 
one of the results of the Toronto Resolution — for rail-transports, 
bringing 16,500 Germans and their moveable property to their next-of- 
kin in the Federal Republic and in West Berlin. Transports arriving in 
the first three months of 1957 brought a total of 25,469 persons.
In Czechoslovakia persons of German origin are granted individual 
permits to leave the country and to join their relatives in Germany. In 
this connection the Czechoslovakian Red Cross gives priority to the care 
of children, the old, the infirm and of released prisoners.
The agreement on the reuniting of families which was concluded between 
the Roumanian and the German Red Cross Societies under the auspices 
of the International Committee still remains to be recognized by the 
Governments of both countries. It is hoped that the negotiations planned 
with the Hungarian Red Cross will result in a similar agreement.
All these agreements on the reuniting of families, the care of prisoners 
and assistance in tracing people are reciprocal. Thus the GRC gives 
all assistance required to Soviet, Polish, Czechoslovakian and Roumanian 
nationals residing in Germany and desiring repatriation.
Although the Red Cross Societies concerned were most helpful and 
sympathetic, a problem of this magnitude involving millions of people 
requires the assistance of Governments for its solution.
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Public Relations

The German Red Cross at present publishes 17 periodicals in addition to 
various special publications. The monthly “DRK-Zentralorgan” has a 
wide distribution over the whole of the Federal Republic and informs its 
readers on all basic matters concerning the Red Cross. It is the aim of 
this publication to act as a guide for Red Cross activities.
The illustrated quarterly “Die gute Tat“ was started in 1954 and has 
now reached a circulation of 360,000. It is intended for the members and, 
last but not least, for the friends and supporters of Red Cross work 
in every walk of life. The periodical “Jugendrotkreuz und Erzieher” 
is intended for the large number of teachers and youth leaders interested 
in the humanitarian work of the Red Cross. The publication of the 
JRC is the illustrated monthly “ Junge Hilfe” .
The Secretariat-General of the GRC keeps in touch with the represen
tatives of the German and foreign press in Bonn and provides for the 
regular information of press and radio while the Land and District 
Associations do the same at local level.
Television and radio programmes often bring plays, lectures or features 
on some aspect of Red Cross work and instruct the public on such 
matters as First Aid, Home Nursing and what to do in cases of disaster. 
Membership and donation drives are accompanied by special publicity 
efforts such as Red Cross stands at exhibitions, touring exhibitions, 
posters, distribution of publicity material through the post-office, and 
shop-window displays. The success of the public relations work is clearly 
shown by the results of the GRC collections; they increase annually 
by about 9 per cent.
The education and training provided by the GRC to its members and 
to the general public by means of lectures, lantern lectures and film 
shows deal mainly with humanitarian subjects such as the Geneva Con-
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ventions and their meaning in practical terms. During the last year under 
review lawyers of the GRC Secretariat-General gave for the first time 
lectures for civil servants on the legal aspects of the Geneva Conventions. 
The following are the main titles of the literature used in GRC educa
tion and training :
“Lehrplan für die DRK-Grundausbildung in Erster Hilfe und Leitfaden 

für Ausbilder“ (Syllabus for First Aid Training) ;

“Erste Hilfe. Unterrichtsbuch des Deutschen Roten Kreuzes“ (Text book 
on First Aid) ;

“Erste Hilfe. Fibel des Deutschen Roten Kreuzes“ (First Aid Primer) ;
“Lehrtafeln über Anatomie“ (Wall charts on Anatomy) ;

“Lehrtafeln: Erste Hilfe bei Unglücksfällen“ (Wall charts on First Aid 
in Emergencies) ;

“Richtig gepflegt — schneller gesund. Rotkreuz-Fibel für Häusliche Kran
kenpflege“ (Primer on Home Nursing) ;

“Leitfaden: Pflege von Mutter und Kind“ (Guide to Mothercraft) ;
Handbuch “Der Krankentransport“ (Manual on Ambulance Service) ;
“Die Genfer Rotkreuz-Abkommen“ (The Geneva RC Agreements) ;
“Erste Hilfe für die Jugend“ (First Aid for Juniors) ;
“Seuchenfibel“ (Primer on Epidémies).
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THE TRACING SERVICE OF THE GERMAN RED CROSS

Footnote: 1. Planning and general management of the work of the Tracing Serv ice
2. Lia ison with the Federa l M inistries, the ICRC, the national Red C ross Societies and other asso c ia tio n s and organizations supporting the work of the Tracing Se rv ice .
3. Co-ordination of the Tracing Se rv ice  with the w e lfa re  and lega l protection measures and with work group Reuniting of Fam iles and Children's Serv ice .

As of March 1st, 1957



WOMEN’S WORK IN A DISTRICT ASSOCIATION OF THE GRC

Board
(Committee for Women's Work) 

Leader of Women's Work*

___ 1____________________1 1 1 1

1. Medical Service II. Nursing Service

-

III. Sozial Service Women’s Work Circles
“ I” 1 T “ 1
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Squad and lead er 

• Group and lead er
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Detachment and leader 
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Socia l work helper GRC Members
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Nurse's A ide Course 
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Home Nursing or Mother and Child 
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G eneva Conventions
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Christm as Aid
Distribution of donations etc. 
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Publicity 
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') The leader Women's Work is usually also the leader of one of the three Services
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