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I.II. a) The Austrian Red Cross Society was founded in the 
days of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy in Vienna on 

14th March 188o, but there already existed some sort of Red 
Cross Organisations since 1867 and even since 1859 there was 
a so called society to help wounded soldiers in wartime.
After the first world war and after the dissolution of the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy a national society called "Austrian 
Red Cross Society" had been established in the modest frame 
of the Pirst Austrian Republic. This national society dis
appeared during the years of the German occupation from 1958 
till 1945, her chapters having been incorporated in the 
German Red Cross.
The national society was recreated in 1945 and the new con
stitution based on modern democratic principles was recognized 
by the federal Government.
The Austrian Red Cross Society consists of all the provincial 
chapters and their dependant administrative bodies of districts. 
The 8 different chapters, each in one of our provinces, are 
associations in their own right. They can only be founded or 
dissolved by the National Society. They have their own con
stitution.
The national society consists of the 

President 
3 Vice Presidents 
Executive Committee 
Annual General Meeting

b) Members of the Executive-Committee acre the President 
of the Society and the 8 Provincial Presidents who 

elect the Chairman. Special advisers can be called to attend 
the meetings of the Executive-Committee, which normally meets 
3 or 4 times a year. Referees are f.i, called for sanitary, 
financial, first-aid service, nursing, juridical questions 
and Junior Red Cross. Representatives of the government and 
some ministries are to be invited.

o) The Ministry for Social Administration, being, the 
highest medical authority, is naturally the Red 

Cross Society's superposed ministerial office.
d) The Austrian Red Cross consists of 6oo paid and 

15.o54 honorary members.
o) The eight chapters consist of 126 administrative 

bodies of districts and 663 local areas.
The Austrian Red Cross President is elected for 5 years by 
the General Assembly and is responsible for foreign re
lations as well as for the relations between the Society 
and the Federal Government, the provincial authorities, the 
International Red Cross and foreign Red Cross Organisations,
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He controls the work of the Dxecutive-Committee especially 
with regard to the financial activities of the National 
Society and the Chapters. He has to be invited to the general 
assemblies of the chapters and may attend them with advisory 
vote.

A)
B)
C)

III. a) Membership ;
1. of the National Society

the chapters are ordinary members 
extraordinary members include branch-societies 
and other juridical end physic persons 
honorary members can be nominated by the 
general assembly in case of special merits 
for the Red Cross.

2, A) The Chapters ;
Active members are honorary working persons 
who contribute an annual sum of ANS 12.- (two 
Swiss Francs) and have been received by a 
chapter.

B) Assistant members are those who are paying 
their annual contribution.
Promoters pay ANS l.ooo,- p.a. founders 
ANS 3.000,-- once and for ever,

C) Honorary members are persons with special 
red cross merits to whom the honorary member
ship has been awarded by the General Assembly. 
The amount of all contributions is fixed by the 
national society’s general meeting.

b) The total number of members in all the Society's 
Chapters amounts to

758.000 Junior Red Cross Members
200.000 Senior " " "

o) Besides the members contributions, annual drives are 
being arranged generally in May and local festivities 
provide funds. Donations and legacies are also bring
ing in extra funds. The provincial chapters are con
tributing to the expenses of National Headquarters in 
proportion to the number of inhabitants of each pro
vince. Further subventions arc given to the chapters 
by the provincial governments and by the Ministry 
for Social Administration to the National Society, 
Result of 1957 Drive ; over 2,ooo.ooo.- ANS.

IV. a) Arrangements are being made on 
between the Austrian Red Cross 
Austrian Army.

the sanitary section 
and the newly drawn up

V, a) During the period of this report assistance was given 
in different emergency cases like avalanches, floods 

and railway accidents by immediate relief work of ambulances 
and trained personnel.
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Austrian Red Cross Columns were also sent abroad f.i, to 
Italy and Netherlands. But far the greatest operation had to 
be made during the first hectic period of the Hungarian Re
volution in October 1956 until the League and many national 
societies came to relieve the Austrian Government and people 
of their tremendous burden.
b) c) Hygienic work is done by doctors, trained nurses and

assistant nurses all over the country in every district 
and in some hospitals and sanatoriums.
Besides there are mutual agreements with all public authorities, 
especially with the sanitary departments in case of epidemics. 
The Austrian Red Cross Society owns a Tbc-Hospital with 425 
beds and a special department for bone-Tbc; there is also a 
Red Cross Sanatorium at Bad-Gastein.
The Austrian Red Cross is very active in the Blood Donors 
Section. It is recruiting voluntary donors and runs an 
"Instrument Centre" in Salzburg which provides the different 
blood-banks all over Austria with standardized, perfect and 
sterile bottles.

d) In collaboration with the authorities, social assistance 
and juridical advice is given to refugees end of course

to any other persons in need of help,
e) The Austrian Junior Red Cross is incorporated in the 

National Red Cross and special funds are being raised
from the contribution of the J,R.C, Members, The pz'ovinoial 
chapters are controlling the J,R,C, work with the assistance 
of the school authorities. The Junior Red Cross having had
2oo,ooo members in 1948 has, in the meantime, almost nearly 
quadrupled its number of members having now 758#ooo Juniors.

f) Several press-conferences are held and the press, radio 
and television are always informed in case of special

relief operations as well as with regard to blood-donations, 
annual drives etc.etc.
The Austrian Rod Cross publishes 4 times a year a. periodical, 
the edition being about o to lo.ooo numbers.
The local chapters are publishing news for their different 
district offices.
The Austrian Red Cross has almost finished its difficult work 
of reorganisation. The ambulance-service has been modernized 
as funds were available.

Vienna, August 1957.


