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XIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE RED CROSS 

MEDICO-SOCIAL COMMISSION■■

REPORT,

The Commission held seven meetings or the 29th, 
30th, 31st o f October and 1st and 2nd o f Novembert

The f ir s t  meeting was called to order on 20th 
o f October at 10 A.M. The election o f the Chairman, 
fiv e  Vice-Chairmen, three Rapporteurs md 1 Secretaries 
gave the following results.

Chairman; Dr.Mrs. Irene Roman ska (Porand)

Vice-Chairmen; Sir Peter MacCallum 
Dr, Ibrahim Shawky 
Prof' G, Ferri 
Dro Octavian Bel'ea 
Prof A. von Albertin i

(Australia)
(Egypt)
( Ita ly ) 
(Rumania)
( Switzerland)

Rapporteurs: Dr, Sten Florelius (Norway)
Chairman of the Health Advisory 
Committee o f the League of Red 
Cross Societies.

Dr. Abbas Naficy (Iran)
Dr. F,M. ILip (Philippines)

Secretaries: Dr. Z. Han't·chef,
•Director of the League’ s 
Medico-Social Bureau.

Miss Yvonne· Hentsch,
Director o f the League’ s 
Nursing Bureau.

Mr, Charles-Schussele,
Director o f the League's 
Junior Red Cross Bureau.

Mr. Melchior Borsinger,
representative o f the International 
Committee o f the Red Cross,

A Drafting Committee was set up with the following
members;

the Chairman,
the three Rapporteurs and
the four Secretaries,

Representatives from the following countries took 
part in the meetings of the Commission:

Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cambodia, 
Seylon, Chile, Cuba, People's Republic o f China, 
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
France, Ghana, Germany (Democratic Republic),_ 
Germany (Federal Republic), Haiti, Holy See, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Ita ly , Korea (Democratic 
Peoples Republic), Korea (Republic o f ) , Laos,
Lebanon, Mongolia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Malaya, 
Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, 
Rumania, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, 
Thailand, Ukraine, USSR, Unitec Kingdom, U.S.A.,
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Vietnam (Democratic Republic), Vietnam 
(Republic o f),  Venezuela, Yugoslavia.

Moreover representatives o f the following 
international Organizations also took part:

International Council o f Nurses, World Health 
Organisation, International Committee o f 
M ilitary Medicine an̂  Pharmacy, World Medical 
Association and the International Standardisation 
Organisation.

The daily average o f attendance at the meetings 
ranged between 70 and 80 people representing 45 to 50 
countries at each meeting.

1. The draft agenda was unanimously approved as 
fo llow s:-

1) Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 
Rapporteur and Secretaries.

2) Report o f the International Commission for 
Medical Equipment.

3) Role o f the National Red Cross Societies as 
auxiliaries to the public authorities in time of 
peace and in time of war.

a) Medico-Social Field ( f i r s t  aid, establishment 
o f hospitals, blood transfusion, maternity 
and child welfare, public health education, 
nutrition, etc .)

b) Nursing (organisation, recruitment and 
training o f professional and auxiliary 
personnel e tc .)

c) Junior Red Cross ("organisation - development 
o f Hpalth and protection o f l i f e  and health 
programme training o f future Red Cross 
leaders - collaboration with educational 
authorities, etc .)

In addition, the Commission appointed a 
Drafting Committee composed o f the Chairman, 
the three rapporteurs and the four 
Secretaries.

2. Report-from the International Commission for medical 
equipment:

The jo in t report from the International Committee 
o f the Red Cross and the League o f Red Cross 
Societies on this subject covering the period 
since the XVIII International Red Cross Conference 
was unanimously approved, and the Medico-Social 
Commission decided to recommend a draft resolution 
to the XIXth International Red Cross Conference.
Both the report and the draft resolution were 
supported by the representative o f the International 
Standardization Organisation.

3. ( a) Role o f the Red Cross Socis tie  S-i^,auxili.arie s_;to 
the public authorities in time of peace and in time of. war.

Introducing the matter the Chairman asked the

Director
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Director of the Longue M0dico Social Bureau. Dr.Hantchef, 
to give a short expose o f what has been achieved by the 
League in this fie ld . Dr. Hantchef referred to the 
Commentaries o f the League o f Red Cross Societies on 
Items on the Agenda of the Conference, page 12-35 
(English Edition) concerning the Medico Social f ie ld  
( f i r s t  aid, establishment of hospitals, blood transfusion, 
maternity and child welfare, nutrition, public health 
education).

In their remarks many delegates la id  particular- 
stress on the important part played by their respective 
National Societies in maintaining health, by instructing 
the public in the protection of l i f e  and health, in f ir s t  
aid training, including accident prevention, and in elementary 
nursing care. Dr . Florelius pointed out the interest to 
the Secretariat o f the League o f the various reports 
presented and requested the delegates present to send these 
reports to the Secretariat of the League, unless the 
information contained therein had already been published in 
the reports submitted by the National Societies members 
of the* League, to the XIXth International Red Cross 
Conference.

In the discussion about f ir s t  aid, the 
representative from the U.S.A. drew the attention to the 
so-called "mouth to mouth" method of a r t i f ic ia l  respiration, 
particularly e ff ic ien t when used on children between 0 and 
4 years, and suggested that the Secretariat o f the League 
inform National Societies of the technical and sc ien tific  
developmen t of this and other methods of a r t i f ic ia l  
respiration, and to request National Societies to report 
to the Secretariat o f the L<- ague on their experiences in 
this fie ld .

Under the discussion on blood transfusion services, 
the Netherlands Red Cross Society was thanked for the 
generous g ifts  o f dried plasma made through the League to 
sister Societies. The Commission appealed to National 
Societies producing plasma to follow the outstanding 
example of the Netherland's Red Cross Society and place 
at the disposal o f the League dried plasma from surplus 
stocks. The representative o f the Swiss Government 
expressed willingness to do sc. Several delegates 
supported the remarks made by the American Rod Cross 
delegate on the fact that old people in the future w ill 
make up a considerably higher percentage of the population. 
Considering this, i t  was suggested that National'Rod Cross 
Societies be aware o f th is problem when planning their 
future work, both as regards old people in institutions 
and service to them in their homes. Social welfare work 
for old people should i t  was thought, include services 
to and by the aging thus enabling them to contribute to 
community service. Service to the mentally i l l ,  inside 
and outside hospitals was also referred to as a very 
important activ ity  for National Societies.

Moreover particular emphasis was la id  on the 
important role which National Societies could play in 
maternal and child welfare and this was supported by 
other delegates and by the representative of the 
International Union for Child Welfare.

The
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The Dmish Red Cross delegate pointed out the 
advantages of the use of the flanellograph in various 
educational programmes, and announced that a copy· 
of the Danish Red Cross f  lanellogr aph material dealing 
with nutrition was on show at the Conference Exhibition. 
Copies in English could be ordered through the Danish 
•Red Cross.

A number of delegates stressed the importance 
of the general public being educated in f ir s t  aid 
and on other aspects of health^ to the'"effect 
that they should be able to take care of themselves 
and of each other. Many delegates agreed with the 
point of view expressed by the Yugoslav representative 
underlining the important role that was being played 
by the National Societies in the fie ld  of health 
education.

It  was stressed on many occasions during the 
meetings that a ll the above suggestions should be 
considered in close cooperation with local health 
authorities.

Considering the d iff ic u lt ie s  for various 
Societies in getting enough funds for carrying 
through special a c tiv it ies , the Swedish Delegation 
suggested that experienced Red Cross Society "adopt” 
sister Societies with a view to help them in generaL or 
in special a c tiv it ies  - for instance by placing 
experts at their disposal for in itia tin g  pioneer 
projects or by offering hospitality to study v is itors 
from sister Societies.

General F.Daubenton, Medico-Social Adviser to the 
League Secretariat, addressed the meeting in a most 
inspiring way, outlining the further development 
of the Medico-Social a c tiv it ies  of the League and of 
National Societies. General Daubenton was requested to 
publish his comments and to distribute .same to the 
Societies.

Col.Brig.Meuli, delegate from the Swiss 
Government reported that his Government distributes 
to every soldier a pamphlet on f ir s t  aid and health.
This pamphlet also includes a summary of the Geneva 
Conventions and of the Red Cross principles.

The booklet is handed out in 30,000 copies every 
year and w ill be of the greatest importance for the 
education of the public in f ir s t  aid and in spreading 
knowledge about the Geneva Conventions and the Red Cross. 
I t  is reckoned that in a few years time a ll families 
in Switzerland w ill  possess a copy of this pamphlet, 
and thus also a synopsis of the Geneva Conventions.

The delegate from India recalled the basic 
principles .adopted by the Board of Governors of the 
League in 1950 concerning Red Cross activ ity  in the fie ld  
of public health, stressing that such a c tiv it ies  
should (a) not overlap with other similar activ ities?
(b) be "p ilo t"  or pioneering projects which could be 
later handed to Governmental authorities? (c ) be 
undertaken only i f  they can be maintained at a high 
standard.

. . . / page 5.
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The representative of the World Health Organisation 
drew attention to the interest which his organisation 
took in the work of the National Societies in preventive 
medicine,' He was convinced that the success of any 
programme in this connection depended on enlightened 
cooperation on the part of the public, which the Red 
Cross was particularly well placed to secure.

4. The Medico-Social Commission had hefore them a 
draft resolution from the Cuban delegation concerning 
mental health programmes suggesting "To set up within 
the League a coordinating section or commission 
for the promotion and encouragement of mental health 
work by the member soc ieties ,"

Since no Cuban delegate was present, the 
Chairman asked Dr, Floralius to submit to the Commission 
the said draft resolution. Dr. Florelius explained 
that to create the suggested "section" or "commission" 
would seem unnecessary. Resolution No. 18 from the 
Board of Governors’ meeting in Monaco in 1950 and 
resolution No. 32 from the XVIIIth International Red 
Cross Conference at Toronto as well as the 
Medico-Social work carried out by the League since 
the Board of Governors’ meeting in Oslo in 1954 
were recalled, and the Commission was reminded 
that the Chairman of the Health Advisory Committee 
o f the League in cooperation with the League Secretariat 
may ca ll upon specialists in d ifferen t fie lds of 
medicine as consultants. The Commission agreed 
that in this way assistance to National Societies in 
the mental health fie ld  was su ffic ien tly  taken care 
o f, and. appealed to National Societies to 
intensify their a c tiv it ies  in this f ie ld .

At the end o f the meeting, and in thanking 
the Chairman for her conduct of the Commission's 
deliberations, Sir Peter McCallum representing the 
Australian Red Cross, commented on the procedure 
of the meetings of the Medico-Social Commission.
Sir Peter made several constructive suggestions with 
a view to organising the said Commission's work at 
the International Conference of the Red Cross in a 
way that would allow for real discussion on the 
items of the agenda and for fewer statements 
describing the various a c tiv ities  of National Societies, 
which in any case appeared in the reports submitted 
to the Conference, Sir Peter's remarks are annexed 
to this report.

On the basis of the reports from the d ifferent 
countries, upon the discussions at the meetings of the 
Medico-Social Commission, and upon the various appeals 
and propositions ma.de by representatives from different 
countries, I have the honour, on behalf of the 
Medico-Social Commission, to present to the XIXth International 
Red Cross Conference nine draft resolutions concerning 
the medico-social fie ld  as considered under point 
3(a) of the agenda.

, Dr, Sten Florelius Rapporteur for point 3(a) on the 
.Agenda,
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Suggestions fo r  Reorganisation of the Conduct 
of meetings of Commission*

Submitted to the Medico-Social Commission,

3.11.57.

In what I have to say I am not c r it ic iz in g  
Chairman, Chairmen of Commissions, indeed, (strong 
or weak) are under a great d isab ility  in the conduct 
of business in present circumstances. The disease 
is not confined to this Commission,

I am not unmindful of the fact that delegates 
have gone to groat trouble to prepare statements 
which they fee l i t  is the ir duty to present in fu ll.
I  am nevertheless of opinion that their successive 
presentation actually hinders the Commission in 
reaching the discussion of matters which are the core 
of Red Cross in terest, and give rea lity  to the 
description of our meeting as a Red Cross Conference,

I wish therefore to make certain suggestions 
for re-organisation of the conduct of Commission,

1 . The present method of conducting the business 
of Commission leads to independent statements by 
Society representatives which, though relevant, have 
been or should have been su ffic ien tly  expounded 
in the o ff ic a l reports of those societies and digested 
by the readers interested in their details. There 
is necessarilymuch repetition in th e  presentation of such 
successive reports.

2. The correlation of those reports and comments 
on them, fo r  the information and refreshment of the 
memories of members of the Conference, cou ld  usefully 
be done by the o fficers  o f the bureau. Repetitions
would thus be avo ided.

I t  is su ffic ien t fo r Society delegates to add 
any sign ificant matter they wish or to seek discussion 
of debatable points.

3· Conditions d if fe r  widely in d ifferen t countries.
Where this procedure. discloses problems on which help 
might be given by the members of the Conference there 
is perhaps room for open discussions. For the most 
part, either the answer can be more appropriately 
obtained direct from the bureau, or through the 
bureau from other Societies,

/page 7
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4. I suggest that i t  would save time and improve discussion 
IS y through the league

a) One So.ciety were assigned a subject for preparation and 
a defin ite time for its  presentation at the meeting of 
the Commission,

b) that Societies should be asked to put forward suggestions 
for such subjects or preferably themselves o ffer review 
and treatment of specific subjects ana their problems;

c) that the bureau it s e l f  should be prepared to make practical 
suggestions. I t  may be that the problems thus revealed 
would ju stify  a survey on the spot for action or later 
report. V isits I t  Geneva for instruction or v is its  of 
experienced workers from Geneva might be advisable.

5. I  fe e l that at present many details are discussed diffusely 
without very much result - details which are often of domestic 
problems towards the solution of which other delegates from lack 
of knowledge of loca l conditions can make l i t t l e  contribution
in delate.

6. Endeavour of the Commission should otherwise, in my opinion, 
be along the lines of future development and progress to which 
the thought of the bureau and the Conference would be directed 
and elaborated in discussion;

In  this the experience of Societies which have given the 
problems some thought or experiment, could be invaluable.

7. Unless some machinery for selection of the salient matter 
presented or to be presented to the Conference is devised, 
confusion rather than c la rifica tion  is apt to result.

1 present these comments and suggestions to the bureau and 
to the L-eague with the hope that they may perhaps help to make 
our outlay and efforts more stimulating and fru itfu l of practical 
resu lts.

■»7«

PH'ImR. MjiC Ci-junUM 

Australian Red Cross 

2nd November, 1957.

XlkTH Ilii&ftNxi I ujSbL C0Nf brimNCu Of1 iEm iimD CROSS 

nab ICO _bOClau COmiboiON

RmP CRT

j.L&'i., 3 - Role of National Red Cross Societies as
auxiliaries of the Public authorities in time of 
peace and in time of war.

( b) Nursing (organisation, recruitment and training 
of professional and auxiliary personnel, etc.)

ïhe Medico-S ocial Commission devoted its  fourth meeting on 
30th 0ctober 1957, more particularly to the consideration of Nursing' 
from the aspect of the role of Rational Societies as auxiliaries 
of the Public Health authorities in time of peace and in time of war. •

• At the request of the Chairman, Miss Yvonne Hentsch, 
d irector of the league of Red Gross societies ' Nursing Rureau,
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introduced, the subject by drawing the delegates1 attention to the 
working documents distributed to them, namely, the Report of the 
international Committee of the Red Cross, the commentaries of the 
League on the questions on the Conference1 s agenda, and the 
docume-nt on ‘Rome Nursing' , prepared by the League.

These documents, which had been prepared in agreement between 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League, had been 
drafted prior to the most recent session of the League1 s Nursing 
advisory Committee in J une 1 957. Miss Hentsch emphasized that 
at that session the Committee had taken up certain matters of 
interest to the Medico-Social C emission, in particular health 
education and the participation of nursing personnel in disaster 
r e l ie f  operations. The National Societies would find the 
recommendations formulated on this subject in the Report of the 
Nursing Advisory Committee approved on 25th October last by the 
•Executive Committee of the League.

As to the document on 'Rome Nursing1 i t  should be considered 
as an in it ia l  attempt to establish a comparative table of the 
a c tiv it ies  of National Societies in this connection, i t  is 
suggested that National Societies send to the League Lecretariat 
additional information or corrections to this document. Miss 
Hentsch1 s remarks gave rise to many favourable and very ju stified  
comments on the excellent work performed by the Nursing bureau 
and particularly by its  D irector.

The general discussion on item 3(b) of the Commission's 
Agenda was opened by Miss Anny P fir te r ,  Read of the Medical 
Personnel Lection and of the War Disablement Lection of the 
international Committee of the Red Cr0ss. in  submitting 
the International Committee1 s report. Miss P fir te r  reminded the 
Commission that one of the Committee's duties exp lic ity  stipulated 
in its  Ltatutes is 11 to contribute, in view of con flicts, 
to the preparation and development of medical personnel and 
medical equipment, in cooperation with the Red Cross 
organisations, the medical services of the armed forces, and 
other competent au thorities". In order to help the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to carry out this 
task. Miss P fir te r  asked the members of the Commission to furnish 
the Committee with any relevant information as to the manner 
in  which i t  could assist National societies, especially as 
regards the organisation of voluntary medical services in time 
of war,, and the recruitment and training of the different 
categories of professional and auxiliary personnel required.

Miss. P fir te r  raised the question as to whether the 
assistance of the ICRC should take the form of the despatch 
of delegates to the spot, or of the organisation in Geneva of 
a course for leading members of the National Societies1 voluntary 
medical personnel, where general questions relating to such 
personnel could be studied.

Lèverai  , O o © 0 « ·
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Several delegates, after having reminded the · 
Commission that the organisation of R ed Cross 
voluntary medical services in time of war was dependent 
or agreements concluded with the m ilitary authorities 
on each country, proposed that each National Society 
oe requested to examine thê matter with these 
authorities.

f t  was also stressed that i f  courses or seminars 
were to be organised to study this question, they 
would have to consider the problem in the ligh t of 
needs both in normal times and in time of war. 
fo r  this reason, the Commission fin a lly  decided 
in favour of seminars, to be organised in Geneva 
by the League of Ned Cross Societies and the 
international Committee of the Red Cross.

■Many delegates emphasised the important role 
played by their National Societies in the training 
of nursing personnel of various categories, from 
their statements i t  appeared that while only 
some National Societies themselves run Nursing 
schools, many of them take an active part in the 
training of voluntary auxiliary nursing personnel, 
such as, for example "Rural Nurses" in Bulgaria, 
"Active Health Workers" in the U ,b #d .R . and 
Volunteer Nurses aides" in the U ,b .a „

fhe delegate of the American Led Cross 
submitted a proposal urging National Societies 
to work in close collaboration with their 
respective national nursing organisations with 
a view to asoisting in the recruitment of well- 
qualified nursing students, to contributing 
generally in interpreting to the public the need 
for standards in nursing and in inviting profess
ional nurses to take an accive part in the 
training and organisation of volunteer auxiliary 
nursing personnel as recommended by the League 
advisory Nursing Committee.

fhe representative
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The representative of India, in referring 
to the recommendations of that Committee, 
expressed her satisfaction that the League of 
Red Cross Societies was endeavouring to maintain 
close relations with the Florence Nightingale 
International Foundation. She also stressed, 
as did in fact many other delegates, the importance 
of ’ Home Nursing’ instruction as an e ffic ien t means 
o f health education.

Several delegates declared themselves in 
favour o f an exchange o f nursing personnel amongst 
National Societies, and furthermore requested that 
the number of v is its  to National Societies by 
League delegates be increased, so far as the 
financial means available allowed thereof.

At the end o f .the discussion on Item 3 (b) 
of the Agenda, concerning ‘Nursing’ , the Commission 
adopted an important resolution which I have 
pleasure in submitting for the approval o f the 
XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross.

Dr. A. Naficy 
Rapporteur

for Item 3(b) on the Agenda

XIXth International Conference of the Red Cross 

Medico-Social Commission 

REPORT

Item 3 c..- Role of the National Red Cross Societies as
au xiliaries to the public authorities in time 
of peace and in time of war

(c). Junior Rod Cross Organisation - development of 
health and l i f e  protection programme - training 
of future Red Cross leaders - collaboration with 
the educational authorities etc.

The Medico-Social Commission, under the Chairmanship of 
Mrs. Dr. Domanska (Polish Red Cross)f devoted its  5th meeting 
on October 31st, 1957, and part of its  meeting on the follow
ing day, to a study of the programme of a c tiv ities  and 
organisation of the Junior Red Cross from the aspect o f the 
general theme of the XIXth I;·-.ternational Conference of the 
Red Cross, and the general question submitted for the 
Medico-Social Commission’ s attention.
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While regretting that no Junior Red Cross Commission 
had "been established at the present Conference, i t  was a ll 
the more encouraging to note that over 80 delegates and 
numerous observers took an active part in our discussions.
Among them were 7 directors of national Junior Red Cross 
sections and several o ff ic ia ls  within our movement, who gave 
a liv e ly  and optimistic tone to our discussions.

The Medico-Social Commission noted with satisfaction 
the work accomplished by the League's Junior Red Cross Advisory 
Committee at its  meetings held in 1953, 1955 and 1957, 
which covered the basic problems of the organisation and the 
programme of a c tiv ities  o f the Junior Red Cross, and therefore 
approved the proposal submitted by Mr. Schussele, Director 
of the League Junior Red Cross Bureau, to confine the 
present meeting to two main questions;

1, The Junior Red Cross and the dissemination of the 
Geneva Conventions.

2, Welcoming o f former members of the' Junior Red Cross 
members into the adult Red Cross which for several 
years has been called the problem of "bridging
the gap".

After these few preliminary remarks, I should like 
to Say that the very active Director o f the League Junior 
Red Cross Bureau immediately revealed new horizons in his 
introduction by stating that he was acting in fu ll agreement 
with Mr. Louis Verniers, Adviser, and Dr. Fehr, Chairman, 
o f the League Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee.

In his speech, which showed both feeling and vigour, 
and which met with the unanimous approval of our Commission,
Mr, Schussele laid stress, in particular, on the following points

Whereas the Red Cross was born on a b a ttle fie ld , the 
Junior Red Cross was born in the calm of peace 5 i t  
was a permanent manifestation of peace and the true 
ideal o f mutual understanding and peace.
At f ir s t  sight i t  seemed paradoxical to assume that 
the Junior Red Cross could, be associated with an 
essential activ ity  o f the Red Cross in time o f war, 
the "Protection o f the C ivilian Population".
Nevertheless, the young people of 1957 who live  in an 
era of the greatest technical progress the world has 
ever known - who also live  in a world with which 
they are becoming increasingly familiar and who are 
the f ir s t  to be affected by a 'universal state o f 
anxiety and unrest - wish to be more closely associated 
with the whole of the work and the major problems of 
the Red Cross, in time of peace as in time of war.

Article 144 of the 4th Convention of Geneva (1949) 
makes i t  incumbent on the Governments that have ra tified  i t  
to spread knowledge o f the sp ir it and le tte r  of the 
Conventions amongst the population of which obviously young 
people form a large category. There is of course no 
question o f including instruction in the provisions of a l l  
the Geneva Conventions in the school curriculae — the aim 
is to teach and spread the sp ir it of these Conventions.
The programme of the Junior Red Cross adapted to present 
day needs and interests o f young people, can be the 
instrument for the achievement of this aim.
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Finally young people are burning with the desire to 
serve the Red Cross ideal more e ffic ien tly ; they are longing 
to devote their time and energies to i t ,  whether i t  be a 
question of loca l community, national or international 
service. Confidence must be shown.towards them and they 
must be increasingly associated in a l l  Red Cross a c tiv it ie s  
and responsib ilities. I t  was in this positive attitude 
that an extensive discussion took place amongst the delegates 
of the National Societies of the following countries:-

Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Ceylon, Chile,
Republic of Korea, Denmark, Germany (Democratic Republic), 
Germany (Federal Republic), Great Britain, H aiti, India, 
Indonesia, Ita ly , Luxemburg, New Zealand, Netherlands,
Norway, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Rumania, Sudan, Sweden, 
Thailand, U.3.S.R. and Yugoslavia.

Their reports and observations included among others 
■the following points

recent and original a c tiv it ies  of National Junior 
Red Cross Sections in the three spheres of: protection of 
health and l i f e ,  service and international friendship;

participation of the Junior Red Cross in r e l ie f  
actions of the Adult Red Cross, including in time of war:

difxusion of the Geneva Conventions amongst young
people;

-  12 -

establishment of a 'bridge' between the Junior Red 
Cross and the Adult Red Cross.

This exchange of views enabled the Commission to 
examine the two main questions mentioned above with fu ll  
knowledge of a l l  pertinent facts.

1 . The Junior Red Cross and the d iffu s ion of the
Geneva Conventions.

The Commission unanimously adopted two draft 
resolutions, on the basis of Hr. Schussele's report and 
a fter further study of matter. ‘The f ir s t ,  which was in 
general terms, is more particularly intended fo r the 
Governments, the H inistries of Public Instruction, the 
teaching profession and educators in gere ral.

The second, which is addressed to the National 
Societies, sets forth the practical means suggested by the 
Commission to ensure wide publicity to the Geneva Conventions, 
and above a l l  to cultivate a sp ir it of compassion and 
humanity in young people.

These two draft resolutions are su ffic ien tly  
exp lic it  and do not need explanation as to th e ir background 
and their deta ils. I  should like simply to emphasise the 
v ita l and educational character of these proposals.

...13/
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2. Welcoming of members ox the Junior Red Cross into
the Adult Red Gross.

An extensive discussion took place on this problem 
of the 'bridge' which the vanious bodies of Red Cross have 
been concerned with fo r over 20 years, but on which no really 
satisfactory results have been achieved. I t  is fo r  this 
reason that in a b r ie f, but pressing, draft resolution the 
Commission once again draws the attention of the National 
Societies and the League to this basic problem, which might be 
summarised in the following query? "Does the Red Cross desire 
to preserve the confidence, enthusiasm and active cooperation 
of the young generation?"

In response to a moving appeal by Mrs. Indira Gandhi 
(National Union of Child Welfare) in favour of millions of 
children in distress, the Commission submits a draft 
resolution inviting the National Sections of the Junior Red 
Cross to intensify their service actions for children in 
distress to a large extent on the loca l, national and 
international levels.

Finally the Commission expresses its  satisfaction of 
the very active work carried out by the League Junior Red 
Cross Bureau, especially in so far as concerns the expansion 
of international study centres, technical missions and study 
v is its , and the assistance furnished to new National Sections 
of the Junior Red Cross.

I t  is in this atmosphere of hope and confidence that 
I have the honour to submit fo r  your consideration and 
approval the following four draft resolutions unanimously 
adopted by the Medico-Social Commission.

Dr. Eufronio M.Alip 
(Philippines Red Cross Society)

Rapporteur on Item 3 c
of the agenda.
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