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Report of the League of Red Gross Societies and 
of the International Committee of the Red Gross 

on the International Commission for Medical Equipment
(l.C.M.E.)

The XVIIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
(Toronto, July-August 1952) adopted the Regulations of the In
ternational Commission for Medical Equipment which lay down that 
this body "shall be placed under the patronage of the Interna
tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and of the League of 
Red Cross Societies (League)" (Art.I) that "the purpose of the 
Commission shall be to promote and develop the standardisation 
of medical equipment both for military and for civilian require
ments (Art. II ) the headquarters of the Commission shall be at 
Geneva in the premises of the ICRC" and "its Secretariat shall 
be provided by the ICRC" (Art. V ).

The XVIIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
furthermore adopted the following resolution No 29.

"The XVIIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
"notes the action taken on Resolution 50 adopted by 
"the XVIIth International Red Cross Conference and 
"the opinion expressed with regard to this Resolution 
"by the World Health Organisation

"approves the report presented by the reorganized 
"Standing International Commission for the Study of 
"Medical Equipment, as well as the new Regulations 
"of this Commission, whose title will henceforth be 
"International Commission for Medical Equipment"

"insists that the matter of blood transfusion equip- 
"ment be studied as a question of primary importance".

The Commission met on 9th December 1952 at the head
quarters of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Ge
neva, with the following persons in attendance :

Dr. L. JAME - Surgeon General (France) elected Chairman 
Coronel-Brigadier MEULI - (Switzerland)
Dr. LEFEBVRE - Surgeon General (Belgium) deputising delegate 
Dr. J..G. JOHNSTONE- (Gt. Britain) deputising delegate

Dr. Alec CRAMER ) for the International Committee of the 
Dr. Marcel JUNOD ) Red Cross



Dr. FLOREliIUS ) (Norway) for the League of Red Cross 
Dr. G. AISLED ) Societies

Dr. J. BABEL Secretary (I.C.R.C.)

In addition the following observers attended :

Dr! H.'c)°B0tWEI ) World Health Organisation
Mr. R. MARECHAL International Organisation for Standardisation 

Dr. R. FISCHER International Blood Transfusion Society.

The main subjects on the agenda of this session were 
the following :

a) standardisation of blood tranfusion equipment
b) standardisation of Red Cross medical equipment
c) standardisation of syringe and needle mounts
d) standardisation of stretchers and their carriers
e) initial medical records.

The Commission found that various specialised agencies 
were already making a thorough study of the problems with which 
it was concerned. It took note of the progress in the work under
taken by the International Organisation for Standardisation, the 
International Blood Transfusion Society, and the League of Red 
Cross Societies, and reached the conclusion that it could only 
recommend these organisations to develop as far as possible and 
to speed up their own work, while keeping the Commission informed 
of results.

On account of the difficulties encountered bjr these 
various agencies and the delay in considering the problems with 
which they were dealing, the I.C.R.C. and the League did not feel 
that a further session of the International Commission for Medi
cal Equipment should be convoked before the XIXth International 
Conference.

Representatives of the I.C.M.E. took part in the meeting 
for the exchange of information on blood transfusion held at Leagu 
headquarters in Geneva on 27th February, 1956, which assembled 
various organisations concerned with such problems.

Among the Resolutions adopted at this meeting was one 
concerning standardisation and interchangeability of transfusion 
apparatus for medical use which expresses the hope that the work 
of the International Organisation for Standardisation in this 
connection will be rapidly completed.

* * *
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The two international Red Cross organisations, after 
joint consideration of the matter, reached the conclusion that, 
while the work of the I.C.M.E. had proved extremely useful 
before the Second World War - at which time it had acted as a 
pioneer - this was no longer the case at the present time. Spe
cialised agencies which, in numerous countries, have experts at 
their disposal and the indispensable support required, are in a 
better position than the I.C.M.E. to initiate and proceed with 
the necessary technical studies and to ensure wide publicity for 
their findings.

In these circumstances, the role of the I.C.M.E. would 
be confined to noting the results obtained by the various in
ternational organisations concerned, from one or another angle, 
with the standardisation of medical equipment, and to co
operating in publicising these results.

The League and the I.C.R.C., in full agreement with 
the Chairman of the I.C.M.E., consider it their duty therefore 
to submit a proposal to the XIXth International Red Cross Con
ference, recommending the dissolution of the Commission, it being 
understood that both organisations would continue to follow pro
blems connected with medical equipment for civilian and military 
use in so far as these directly concern them, and that, to this 
end they would remain in contact with the National Red Cross 
Societies, and the Army Medical Services, the Ministries of 
Public Health, the competent international technical organisa
tions and the International Committee of Military Medicine and 
Pharmacy.


