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Report of the Joint Commission of the 
Empress Shôken Fund

In 1912 H.M. the Empress Shôken showed her interest in 
« relief work in time of peace » by generously presenting a sum of 
100,000 gold yen to the Red Cross. A further gift from their 
Majesties the Empress and the Dowager Empress of Japan in 1934 
increased the Empress Shôken Fund to 200,000 yen, the equivalent 
of Sw. frs. 346,250.

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference decided that 
the Fund should be administered and its revenues distributed by a 
Joint Commission composed of six members, three to be appointed 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross, and three by 
the League of Red Cross Societies.

On 11 April each year, the anniversary of the death of H.M. 
the Empress Shôken, the Joint Commission distributes the revenues 
from the Fund among National Red Cross Societies which have 
submitted applications, supported by the requisite details, before 
31 December of the preceding year. The Commission considers 
the merits of the applications which, according to the regulations, 
must relate to :

a) General relief activities undertaken in time of peace.
b) Dissemination of methods of prevention and cure of tuber

culosis and other contagious diseases.
c) Relief for victims of disasters.
Since 1921, the Fund has been regularly used for the purpose 

for which it was instituted.
During the past four years the Joint Commission has held four 

ordinary sessions.

XXXIInd Distribution -1953

The income from the Fund for 1952 and the balance carried 
forward from the preceding year provided a sum of Sw. frs 
14,538.85 for distribution. The Joint Commission decided to 
allocate Sw. frs. 14.000.

In 1952, four National Red Cross Societies applied for grants. 
Having regard to the object and the urgent nature of the requests, 
and taking into consideration allocations previously made, the 
Commission decided to approve these four requests and allocated 
the following amounts :



German Red Cross 
(Federal Republic) :

Sw. frs. 4,000.—  Towards the training 
Firstaid, and teaching the public how 
to act in disasters.

Belgian Red Cross : Sw. frs. 2,000.—  Towards its new pe
diatrics programme.

Ethiopian Red Cross : Sw. frs. 4.000.—  Towards the pur
chase of an ambulance.

French Red Cross : Sw. frs. 4,000.—  Towards the equip
ment required for a centre for delicate 
children, Villeurbanne Committee of 
the French Red Cross.

REPORTS ON USE MADE OF ALLOCATIONS.

11 March 1954 : The General Secretariat of the German Red 
Cross informed the Joint Commission that the 
sum of Sw. frs. 4,000 had enabled the Bruns
wick branch to add to its mountain rescue 
equipment in the Harz area. The sum had 
been used for the purchase of first aid kit, 
blankets and rescue sledges, and for equip
ping rescue patrols.

6 November 1953 : The Direction of the Belgian Red Cross infor
med the Joint Commission that the sum of 
Sw. frs. 2,000 awarded to it had enabled a 
motor ambulance to be fitted with special 
« incubators » for transporting prematurely 
born babies.

3 July 1953 : The Ethiopian Red Cross reported that the 
Sw. frs. 4,000 allotted to it had been used to 
meet part of the cost of a motor ambulance.

12 July 1953 : The gift of Sw. frs. 4,000 made it possible to 
instal a heating system in the « Maison de 
Saint-Cergues », a home run by the French 
Red Cross for delicate children ; the establish-



ment, for which the Ministry of Public Health 
had approved the title of Aerium, is thus now 
able to remain open the whole year round.

XXXIIIrd Distribution -1954

The income from the Fund for 1953 and the balance from the 
preceding year provided a sum of Sw. frs. 13,297.35 for distribution. 
The Joint Commission decided to allocate Sw. frs. 13,000.

In 1953, six National Societies submitted applications. The 
Commission decided to grant the six requests and allocated the 
following amounts :

Ceylon Red Cross : Sw. frs. 2,500 For the development
of its work on behalf of children suffe
ring from malnutrition and tuberculosis.

Costa Rican Red Cross : Sw. frs. 2,000 For the development
of a programme for building up under
nourished children requiring special 
treatment.

Danish Red Cross : Sw. frs. 1,500 For the purchase of
apparatus for the rehabilitation of po
lio-myelitis victims.

Indian Red Cross : Sw. frs. 2,500 For the development
of its medico-social services.

Indonesian Red Cross : Sw. frs. 2,500 For its First Aid
Programme.

South African Red Cross : Sw. frs. 2,000 For setting up a day-
nursery and a first aid post for non- 
Europeans in the Witbank district.

REPORTS ON USE MADE OF ALLOCATIONS.

27 December 1954 : The Ceylon Red Cross reported that the sum 
of Sw. frs. 2,500 received from the Shoken 
Fund would enable it to put under close 
observation 5 or 6 children suffering from



malnutrition and predisposed to tuberculosis, 
and to give them regular X-ray examinations.

11 January 1955 : The Danish Red Cross reported that the two 
pieces of apparatus for which the sum of Sw. 
frs. 1,500 was used were a great help to 
polio-myelitis victims. They were highly ap
preciated by the latter, and the medical 
director of the Danish Red Cross Rehabili
tation and Convalescent Centre at Hald had 
emphasized the very useful purpose they 
served.

1 June 1954 : The Indonesian Red Cross asked the ICRC 
to purchase first aid kits for it in Europe.

16 January 1956 : The South African Red Cross reported that, 
owing to special circumstances, and in parti
cular the regulations in force in South Africa, 
it had proved impossible to use the allocation 
for setting up day nurseries for non-Euro
pean children, as had been planned. The 
South African Red Cross consequently retur
ned the sum of Sw. frs. 2,000.

XXXIVth Distribution ■ 1955

The income from the Fund for 1954 and the balance carried 
forward from the preceding year provided a sum of Sw. frs. 
13,118.45 for distribution. The Joint Commission decided to allo
cate Sw. frs. 13,000.

Five National Societies made applications in 1954. The Com
mission granted them the following amounts :

German Red Cross : 
(Federal Republic)

Sw. frs. 2,000 For equipping a doc
tor’s surgery, and completing the sani
tary arrangements, in a mothers’ con
valescent home at Bad Eilsen.

Ceylon Red Cross : Sw. frs. 3,000 For the continuation 
and further development of its work 
on behalf of children suffering from 
malnutrition and tuberculosis.



Chilean Red Cross :

Jordan Red Crescent :

Nicaraguan Red Cross :

Sw. frs. 2,500 For the purchase of 
surgical instruments for the Society’s 
bloodbank.

Sw. frs. 3,000 For the purchase of 
medical equipment for the Red Crescent 
Hospital at Amman.

Sw. frs. 2,500 For developing its 
programme for first aid in accidents 
and disasters.

REPORTS ON USE MADE OF ALLOCATIONS.

15 September 1955 : The German Cross reported that the Mothers’ 
Convalescent Home at Bad Eilsen had been 
opened and that, thanks to the gift received, 
the Society had been able to instal a doctor’s 
surgery and special baths.

24 August 1955 : The Ceylon Red Cross sent a very full report
on its work on behalf of children suffering 
from malnutrition and tuberculosis. In an 
expression of gratitude to the Joint Commis
sion, the Society stressed that, with the aid 
of the Shôken Fund, this work - so essential 
- was developing most successfully.

11 April 1955 : The Chilean Red Cross informed the Joint
Commission that the sum allocated had ena
bled it to buy a centrifuge for the Society’s 
blood-bank.

XXXVth Distribution ■ 1956

The income from the Fund for 1955 and the balance from the 
preceding year provided a sum of Sw. frs. 12,963.50 for distribution, 
this amount being increased by Sw. frs. 2,000 after the return to the 
Fund by the South African Red Cross of the allocation granted it 
in 1954, which through unforeseen circumstances it had been obli
ged to forego. The Joint Commission consequently decided to 
allocate the sum of Sw. frs. 14,500 in 1956.



Five National Societies made applications in 1955. The Com
mission decided to grant their requests and allocated the following 
amounts :

Austrian Red Cross :

Ceylon Red Cross :

Indian Red Cross :

Red Lion and Sun 
Society of Iran :

Spanish Red Cross :

Sw. frs. 4,000 For the purchase of 
bedding and medical supplies for its 
sanatorium for tubercular cases at 
Grimmenstein.

Sw. frs. 2,000 For the continuation 
and further development of its work on 
behalf of children suffering from mal
nutrition and tuberculosis.

Sw. frs. 3,500 For the development 
and improvement of its blood transfu
sion service in the State of Bombay.

Sw. frs. 2,500 For the purchase of 
works for the library of its nursing 
school.

Sw. frs. 2,500 For the development 
of its first aid services for accidents and 
disasters.

It will be seen from this report that during the years 1953-1956, 
the revenues from the Empress Shôken Fund enabled the Joint 
Commission to distribute a total sum of Sw. frs. 54,500 among 
16 National Red Cross, Red Crescent, and Red Lion and Sun So
cieties.

In making its decisions, the Joint Commission has always 
scrupulously observed the Regulations governing the Fund. In par
ticular, it has made every effort to ensure that the sums granted 
were, in fact, to be used for relief work in time of peace. With this 
end in view, it has sometimes had to request more explicit infor
mation regarding the use to which an allocation would be put, when 
the wording of the application was too general.

The Commission has, furthermore, made repeated efforts to 
obtain reports from the National Societies on the use made of the 
sums granted them ; it wishes to underline here the important part 
played by such reports in ensuring the proper administration of 
the Fund.



ALLOCATION OF THE REVENUES FROM THE EMPRESS SHÔKEN FUND
1953 - 1956

(in Swiss francs)

Distribution XXXIInd
1953

XXXIIIrd
1954

XXXIVth
1955

XXXVth
1956 Totals

Austria . . . . 4.000.—
•

Austria . . . . 4.000.—
Belgium . . . . 2.000.— Belgium . . . . 2.000.—
Ceylon 2.500.— 3.000.— Ceylon . . . . 7.500 —
Chile . . . . 2.500.— 2.000.— C h i le ............................. 2.500.—
Costa Rica . . . . 2.000.— Costa Rica . . . . 2.000.—
Denmark . . . . 1.500.— Denmark . . . . 1.500.—
Ethiopia 4.000.— Ethiopia . . . . 4.000.—
France . . . . 4.000.— France . . . . 4.000.—
Germany (Fed. Rep.) . 4.000.— 2.000.— Germany (Fed. Rep.) . 6.000.—
India 2.500.— 3.500.— I n d ia ............................. 6.000.—
Indonesia 2.500.— Indonesia . . . . 2.500.—
Iran 2.500.— I r a n ............................. 2.500.—
Jordan 3.000.— Jordan . . . . 3.000.—
Nicaragua . . . . 2.500.— Nicaragua . . . . 2.500.—
Spain . . . . 2.500.— S p a in ............................. 2.500.—
Union of South Africa. * 2.000.— Union of South Africa. 2.000.—

* Subsequently retur-
ned to the Fund. 14.000.— 13.000.— 13.000.— 14.500.— 54.500.—

Distribution



EMPRESS SHOKEN FUND 
Balance as at 31 Decem ber 1955

ASSETS
Sw. frs.

Swiss Public Securities depo
sited at the Banque Natio- 
nale Suisse (nominal value 
Sw. frs. 458,000.— ) . . 457.875.—

Credit balance at the Banque
Nationale Suisse . . . 16.158.30

474.033.30

LIABILITIES
Sw. frs.

Fixed capital . . . .  346.250.—- 
Reserve for exchange fluc

tuation .................................112.319.80
Creditor (Chilean Red Cross) 2.500.—  
Funds available as at 31 De

cember 1955 . . . .  12,963.50
* 474.033.30

Incom e and Expediture Account for 1955

(up to 31 December 1955)
DEBIT (Expenditure)

Sw. frs.
Cost of printing Circular 

No. 46, bank charges for 
safe custody of securities 
and cost of auditing a'c-
c o u n t s .............................  446.45

34th distribution of income 
to Red Cross Societies, in 
accordance with the Joint 
Commission’s decision of 
11 April 1955 . . . .  13.000.—

Credit balance on 31 Decem
ber 1955 .............................  12.963.50

26.409.95

CREDIT (Receipts) 
Sw. frs.

Credit balance on 31 Decem
ber 1954, carried forward 13.118.45 

Income received from securi
ties in 1955 . . . .  13.291.50

26.409.95

Holdings
Nominal Value 
Frs. 234.000.—  
Frs. 100.000 —  
Frs. 4,000.—  
Frs. 30,000.—  
Frs. 80,000 —  
Frs. 10,000.—
Frs. 458,000.—

Federal railway 3 %  1938 .
Federal 3 1 /4  °/o 1948 . . .
Federal 3 Vs %> 1944 . . .
Federal 3 %  1949 . . .
Federal 3 °/o 1951
Crédit Foncier Vaudois 3 °/o 1949

Value as at 31.12.55 
. . Frs. 234.000 —
. . Frs. 100,000.—
. . Frs. 4,000.—
. . Frs. 30,000 —
. . Frs. 80,000.—

. Frs. 9,875.—
Frs. 457,875.—

These accounts have been audited by the Société Fiduciaire OFOR S.A. 
in Geneva, and certified correct in their report of 26 January 1956.


