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Commentary on the Agenda

Introduction
It was felt that a brief commentary on the Agenda of the XIXth 

International Conference of the Red Cross and its Commissions would he 
useful to the members of that Conference, which is to meet in Hew.Delhi 
from 21 January to 5 February 1957*

This document, however, is purely for purposes of information, 
and is only presented to the delegates, members and observers, in order to 
help them take part in the discussions.

The International Committee and the League, which have jointly 
established the following commentary, also felt it would be valuable to 
remind delegates of the main provisions of the Statutes and Rules of. 
Procedure governing the International Conference of the Red Cross ..and its 
various bodies.

General Information

The International Conference of the Red Cross, its structure 
and functions, are defined in the Statutes of the International Red Cross 
and the Rules of Procedure of the International Conference of the Red Cros.s., 
The most recent edition of these basic texts, which were revised by the 
XVIIIth International Conference (Toronto 1952), are to be found in the 
"International Handbook of the Red Cross" (tenth edition 1953)»

The International Conference is the supreme deliberative bo.dy 
of the International Red Cross (Statutes, Art, i), Normally, it is convoked 
every four years and groups?

a) The International Red Cross, i.e. the recognised ^National Red..Cross,
Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies, the International Commit
tee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies'^

b) the States Parties to one or other, of the successive versions of 
the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the 
Wounded and Sick in Armies in the Field (I864, 1906, 1929> 1949) 
(Statutes, Art, I and Rules of Procedure Art, 1 (b).

As will be seen, the participating countries have two'delegations, 
one representing the National Society, the other the Government, Hence, it is 
not necessary that a State should have a National Society to be a full 
member of the International Conference of the Red Crossf it suffices that it 
be a Party to the Geneva Convention,

Recognised by the ICRC. See Article VI, para. 3, of the Statutes of the 
International Red Cross.
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On the ether hand«, there could not he a. National Society in a 
State which was not a member of the Ginference, since to he recognised 
hy the International Committee of the Red Cross, and consequently to 
become a member of the International Red Cross, the Society must belong 
to a State Party to the Geneva Convention,

Nevertheless, most of the States non-Parties to that Convention 
are invited to attend the International Conference, but in the capacity 
of observers»

The same applies to the National Red Cross Societies which are 
alreafy operating tc some extent, but have not yet been recognised by the 
International Committee.

This twofold nature of the Conference - International Red Cross 
and States Parties to the Convention - made it necessary tc establish 
a body which would permit the Red Cross to meet alone cn the occasion of the 
Conference. This body is the Council̂  of Delegates, which groups the 
recognised National Societies, the International Committee and the League,
Its competence and its functions will be defined in respect of its Agenda. 
Although it groups all the members of the International Red Cross, this 
Council is not, however, the deliberative body, this being, as has alreadybeen 
said, the International Conference.

As to the League of Red Cross Societies, member of the Conference, 
its supreme authority is the Board of Governors, which groups the 
representatives (Governors) of all the National Societies Members of the 
Federation, and meets on the occasion of each Conference, but without 
being an organ of the Conference properly so termed.

The Council of Delegates and the Board of Governors might appear 
to duplicate one another. The former, however, is different from the latter 
in that it assembles all the recognised Societies, together with the 
International Committee and the League, while the Board of Governors groups 
the Societies Members of the League, At the present time, all the
recognised Societies Members of the International Red Cross are also members 
of the Leaguef the Council of Delegates therefore only differs from the 
Board of Governors today, so far as its composition is concerned, by the 
presence of the International Committee of the Red Cross,

The competence and the duties of the International Conference 
are defined in Article II o f  the Statutes of the International Red Cross 5

1) The International Conference shall have power to take decisions 
within the limits of the present Statutes, make recommendations 
and express wishes;

2) The Conference shall be responsible for ensuring unity in the 
work of the National Societies, the International Committee 
and the League;

3) It may assign mandates to the International Committee and to 
the League and make proposals concerning the humanitarian 
Conventions and other international Conventions relating to 
the Red Cross,
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4) It alone shall be competent to revise and interpret the present 
Statutes and Rules of Procedure and .to take the final decision 
on the differences of opinion referred to in Article X.

5) It may not deal with political matters nor serve as a forum 
for political debate.

6) It may not modify! either the Statutes of the International 
Committee or those of the League. Similarly, the Inter
national Committee and the League shall take no decision 
contrary to the Statutes of the International Red Cross or 
to the Resolutions of the Conference, nor any decision 
contrary to the agreements concluded between them and 
confirmed by the Conference,

7) The C onference shall elect its Chairman.

The Agend.a and the provisional programme r.f the International 
Conference are drawn up by the Standing Commission of the International Red 
Cross. This Commission is composed of nine members, i.e. two 
representatives of the International Committee, two representatives of the 
League; and five members elected in a personal capacity by the Conference 
itself. Between the sessions of the Conference this Commission "ensures 
the coordination and harmony of the efforts of the International Committee 
and of the League" (Statutes Article X) and makes the arrangements for the 
next International Conference in cooperation with the National Society 
(or international organisation) which is., to act as host.

Rules of Procedure

Paraphrased below are several of the Rules cf Procedure of the 
Conference :

Article 1

Article 2 ;

Article 3 s

Article 4 ;

Article 6 

Article 7

The members of the Conference (delegates of recognized 
National Societies, delegates of States Parties to the 
Geneva Convention, delegates of the International Committee 
and of the League) have'the right to take part in all 
discussions and. to vote, f

A National Society may not be represented by another Society, 
The same rule applies to States.
Persons and representatives invited as observers have not 
the right to voôe, but may speak, with'the authorisation 
of the C hairman.
The Conference is convoked and organised by the body appointed 
for this purpose (in the present case the Indian Red Cross 
Society).
Members of the Conference and guests must communicate the 
names of their delegates to this organisation prior to the 
opening of the Conference,
The Reports established by the members of the Conference 
must reach the organising "body thirty days before it opens.
(and IV of the' Statutes). The Council of Delegates, which 
meets prior to the opening of the Conference makes proposals 
for the offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General 
and Assistant Secretaries General. These proposals are 
submitted to the Conference, which proceed.s to elections at 
its opening meeting,
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Article 9 

Article 12

Article 16

Article 17

The Conference appoints the Commission, which themselves 
appoint their respective Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and 
Rapporteur,
Proposals, motions, and amendments must he communicated in 
writing in advance to the Conference Bureau,
No delegation may speak on any one question for more than 
15 minutes, unless the Conference expressly decides to the 
contrary.
The official language of the Conference is French. Its 
working languages are F-rench, English, and Spanish. Speeches 
pronounced in any other language must he translated into one 
of the working languages hy the delegation to which the 
speaker belongs, with the assistance, if necessary, of the 
General Secretariat.
Each National Society, each State, the International Committee 
and the League have'the right to one vote.

* *

Examination of the Provisional Agendas of the Council of 
Delegates, the C onference and its C ommissions.

I . COUNCIL OF DELEGATES

1, Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and Secretaries of 
the Council of Delegates.

2. Approval of the draft Agenda of the Conference established 
hy the Standing C omrais si on.

5· Proposals for the offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen,
Secretary General and Assistant Secretaries General of the 
C onference.

This Agenda is strictly statutory and corresponds to the Council's 
functions (Statutes, Article IV)„ As regards item 2, Article IV (5) (b) only 
lays down that it shall "determine thu order in which questions and proposals 
submitted to the Conference are to be brought up for discussion." The Standing 
Commission in establishing draft Agendas felt it could slightly extend 
this mandate and entrust the Council with the task of approving the 
Conference's Agenda, in order to lighten its work and shorten procedure,

11· PLENARY MEETINGS of THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

1, Report of the Council of Delegates,
2. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Secretary General 

ard Assistant Secretaries General of the Conference. (The 
Conference Bureau is constituted in accordance with the
terms of Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure of the Conference).
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One of the tasks ox the Council"of Delegates, which meets before 
the opening of the Conference, being to pronounce on the Agenda and to make 
proposals for the offices of Chairman, Vice-Chairmen and others, the Conference 
first has to hear these proposals and take decisions thereon,

The Conference Bureau, which under Article 7 of the Rules of 
Procedure, has the task of organising the work of the Conference, includes 
the Chairman of the Conference, the Chairman of the Standing Commission, 
the Heads of the delegations of the International Committee and the League; 
the Chairmen of the Commission and the Secretary General of the Conference,

3. Appointment of the Commissions of the Conference:
A, Human Rights Commission
B, Medico-Social Commission
C, General Commission
D, Drafting Committee

The Standing Commission of the International Red Cross being 
entrusted with the preparation of the Agenda and programme of the Conference, 
it therefore also has to arrange for the assignment of the different items 
to one or several Commissions, The list of these Commissions is not of 
course necessarily limited, and the Conference can introduce any changes or 
additions it may deem necessary,

4, Report of the Standing G ommission of the International Red Cross

As the mandate' of the Standing Commission expires at each 0_ 
Conference, this Commission normally presents a report on its work to a 
plenary meeting of the Conference, It should be emphasized here that the 
Standing Commission, in the same way as each of the members of the Inter
national Red Cross, is not a body which properly so speaking.is under the 
authority of the International Conference, These bodies within their own 
particular spheres and within the Statutes of the International Red Cross, 
are independent and conserve the right to take initiatives,

5· Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League 
of Red Cross Societies concerning action on the Resolutions of the 
XVIIIth International C onference of the Red Cross

Quite a number of Resolutions adopted by the Conference invite 
the members of the International Red Cross to consider new problems, take 
up new work, or continue that already in progress. The International Committee 
of the Red Cross and the League establish a joint Report on the Resolutions 
of concern to each of them or to the National Societies, which is communicated 
to the members of the Conference.

6« Report cf the Human.Rights Commission

7· Report of the Medico-Social C_ommi_s_si_qn

8, Report of the General C ommission
As these Commissions are appointed by the Conference in plenary
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Meeting, they report to it rn their work at the final sessions,

9· The Red Cross as a factor of peace in the world
From the very cutset the Red Cross has stressed onerery-' occasion 

its detestation of war and has requested its members to work for peace in 
their own particular spheres. This subject is traditionally laid before 
each International Conference,

10, Election of the members of the Standing Commission of the International 
Red Cross

Under Article IX of its Statutes, the Conference is called upon 
to elect five members of the Standing Commission in a personal capacity 
(the four ethers being the representatives of the International Committee 
and of the League). These five members remain in office until the 
following Conference,

The; Conference Rules of Procedure provide that ;
"Article 22. The-members of the Standing Commission - (copy 

this text from pages 317 and 318 of the "Handbook"- to the -end of Article 24).

11, Date and Place of the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross
In principle the Conference has to fix the place arid date of its 

next meeting. Article III of the Statutes lays down that "the International 
Conference shall be convened by the Central Committee of a National Society, 
or by the International Committee, or by the League, under a mandate conferred 
for the purpose by the previous Conference or by-the Standing Commission 
provided for in Article IX, As a general rule, favourable consideration 
shall be given as far as possible to any offer made during a Conference 
by a National Society, the International Committee or the League, to act 
as host to the Conference for its next session. As an exceptional measure 
the date of the Conference may be advanced at the request of the Standing 
Commission or of the International Committee or of the League or of 
at least one third of the. duly recognized National Societies."

Ill. COMMISSIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
A . Human Rights Commission

1. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur', and 
Secretaries,

According to Article 7 of the Rules of Procedure, this election 
comes within the competence of the Commission itself;

2, Proposal of international Regulations concerning the protection 
of civilian populations against the dangers of indiscriminate 
warf are,

This is one of the most important questions laid before the XIXth 
International Conference, and constitutes its general theme. It.has always
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COMMENTARY ON THE AGENDA 
established by

the International Committee of the Red Cross
and by

the League of Red Cross Societies

Page 6 - Item 10: Delete paragraph 3 commencing "Article 22" and ending
"Article 24" and substitute the following:

CHAPTER 17
THE STANDING COMISSION 

Article 22

Members The members of the Standing Commission set up in conformity
with Article IX of the Statutes shall be elected by ballot, 
by the members of the Conference.

The five candidates obtaining an absolute majority shall 
be declared elected.

If more than five candidates obtain an absolute majority, 
the five candidates obtaining the greatest number of votes 
shall be declared elected.

If less than five candidates obtain an absolute majority 
in the first ballot, a second ballot, and if necessary a third 
ballot, shall be held under the same conditions to fill the 
remaining vacancies.

A relative majority only shall be required in the third 
ballot.

Should the procedure laid down in the preceding paragraph 
result in the election of more than five persons, those who 
are to assume office shall be determined by the drawing of lots.

Article 23

Convocation After the election of the members 
those of them who are present at the 
immediately to decide which shall be 
the first meeting of the Commission.

of the Standing Commission, 
Conference shall meet 
responsible for convening

Article 24

Rules of The Standing Commission shall draw up its own Rules of
Procedure Procedure.

P. 6687 /cc/15.10.56
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"been the tradition for each Conference tc concentrate cn seme particular 
subject. The XVIIth Conference (Stockholm 1948)? for instance, studied the 
revision of the Geneva Conventions, while the XVIIIth (Toronto 1952) 
revised the Statutes of the International Red Cross.

The problem of the protection of civilian populations calls for 
the following remarks;

At its 2Jrd session (Oslo 1954)? "the Board of Governors of the 
League requested the International Committee of the Red Cross to study and 
to "propose at the next International Conference of the Red Cross the 
necessary additions to the Conventions in force in order to protect civilian 
populations efficiently from the dangers of·atomic, chemical, and 
bacteriological warfare" (Resolution No, 2).

Before contemplating such eventualities, a basic fact should be 
stressed; the Red Cross, conceived on the battlefield, inspired by the horror 
of war and by active compassion, essentially desires to see peace among men.
But it is not the Red Cross which regulates relations between States. So 
long as there are armies and the danger of destructive conflicts, the Red 
Cross must be prepared; it must rescue its victims from war, not cnly by 
action on the battlefield, but also by constantly reaffirm the claims of 
h’imanity,

The Geneva Conventions of 1949 it is true now establish these 
rights for wounded and captive soldiers and civilians, and provide valuable 
guarantees to the populations against the general consequences of wrar.

But these Conventions would be in danger of remaining without 
effect·, just as relief action in aid of victims would be paralysed if weapons 
or engines of war "which cannot be aimed with precision or which devastate 
indiscriminately vast areas" were to be resorted to in practice. (Stockholm, 
Resolution 24).

By its appeal in April 1950 concerning atomic and undirected 
weapons, the International Committee of the Red Cross expressed the anxiety 
cf the Red Cross to the Governments, This appeal has not met with a response 
calculated to calm its fears; on the contrary the development of military 
techniques has only served to increassthem.

Hie International Committee of the Red Cross consequently considered inessential 
to resume its studies in 1952 with a view to reaffirming the principles·.which 
require that in employing'weapons of whatever nature, harm tc defenceless 
persons should be avoided. Prior to 1939 already the International Conference 
of the Red Cross, which was perturbed by the inadequacy of international 
public law1 in respect of the dangers resulting from air actacks, had requested 
the Committee to examine how to remedy this, situation. The resolution adopted 
by the Board of Governors in 1954 and quoted above, greatly encouraged the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to persevere in this sense.

In execution of this Resolution, it submitted a preliminary draft 
of "Regulations for the Protection of Civilian Populations against the 
Dangers of Indiscriminate Warfare" in the summer of 1955 to all the National 
Societies. These Regulations were primarily intended to obtain that 
belligerents would confine the use of force exclusively to members of the 
armed forces and military objectives. Numerous suggestions of amendments
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were received in writing and in the course of a working'meeting held in
May 1956 with experts delegated hy the Rational Societies, On the basis of these
suggestions the International Committee of the Red Cross has established
the Draft which is to serve as a working document for the XIXth International
Conference; this Draft will be communicated at the beginning of the present
autumn to the Red Cross Societies and the Governments members of the
C onference,

Only the Governments, it is true, are competent to give ¡final 
form and above all legal force to such standards, but they are of decisive 
importance for the humanitarian movement and at the same time a source'of 
great hope to it. The Red Cross, by its studies and bjr proclaiming the 
respect due in all circumstances to the values it cherishes, in the form 
of international regulations, can at least indicate one of the lines to be 
followed to eliminate the threat of undirected weapons, until such time as 
the peaceful solution of conflicts so ardently desired by all shall have 
been finalljr admitted and applied,

3* The role of the Rational Societies in civilian protection

The Red Cross is not only concerned with seeing that the protection 
of civilian populations against the dangers of war is legally ensured; it 
also means to make a practical contribution thereto, A great many Societies 
have already been called upon to cooperate with specialized governmental 
or other agencies, and in their own sphere play a more or less important 
part in civilian defence and procection. Other Societies would also like 
to take up or cooperate in such work and are therefore desirous 
of familiarising themselves with all its aspects and acquiring the necessary 
knowledge. The whole problem .will .therefore be discussed at the Conference, 
to enable the Societies to relate their experiences, request or give advice 
and exchange views. The presence of government representatives will be 
particularly opportune, especially sc far as concerns the cooperation'of 
the National Societies with the public authorities in this connection.

For many years past preparatory work on -the whole problem, has 
been in progress. More recently, in September 1955, there was an exchange 
of views amongst tne representatives of 29 National Societies on the 
initiative of the League on the occasion of the meeting of its Executive 
Committee;; and with the assistance of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, The duties incumbent on the Red Cress as a result of the IFth 
1949 Geneva Convention, as explained by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, were examined, as well as the technical activities, set forth 
by the League, which the National Red Cross Societies have engaged in to 
ensure the protection of the population in the event of disaster, catastrophe, 
or conflicts training of medical personnel, relief., blood transfusion, 
social welfare services, instruction of the general public, etc.

They also considered the problem of agreements between the Red'
Cross Societies abd the Governments for the exercise of these activities.

Documents submitted both by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and by the League will be distributed to the members of the 
Conference.
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4 * The Geneva Conventions ratification, diffusion, measures et application
The close ties which link the Red Cross with the Geneva Conventions 

are known to alls these are of mutual support and each infuses life into 
the other. The whole Red Cross is concerned with the consolidation of the 
new Law laid down by the four Conventions of 12 August 1949* It was 
therefore normal that this matter should he placed on the Agenda of the 
Conference. Not only does the latter require to he informed of the present 
number of ratifications and accessions, hut in addition each National 
Society must constantly help to give the widest possible publicity to these 
very important texts. Moreover, the Societies have the duty of seeing that 
the various measures/for the application of the Conventions on the national 
level are effectively and fully introduced by the Governments.

5· Legal Assistance to Foreigners

The XVHth International Conference (Stockholm 1948) had 
adopted a Resolution (No.XXXl) recommending the National Societies to include 
amongst their activities, if necessary,legal and social assistance to 
stateless persons, refugees and war victims, and requesting the League and 
the International Committee to establish a model programme in this connection. 
The following Conference (Toronto, 1952) which had received a Report from 
these two organisations on the action taken on this Resolution, requested 
them to continue their activities.

The question therefore again comes before the Conference and is 
the subject of a special report by the International Committee,

B . MEDICO-SOCIAL COMMISSION

4« Election of the Chairman, Vice-CChairmen, Rapporteur, _and Secretaries

By the terms of Article 7 on "the Rules of Procedure the Commission 
itself proceeds to this election.

2. Report the International Commission for Medical Equipment

This Commission was set up in 1925 by the Xllth International 
Conference under the title of "International Commission for the Standardisation 
of Medical Equipment" with a view to promoting and'extending the standardisation 
of medical equipment for military and civilian use. The XVIIth Conference 
(Stockholm, 1948) considered that this v/ork could be better taken over by 
the World Health Organisation? but the'latter declined to do so. The XVIIIth 
Conference (Toronto 1952) reorganised the Commission, reducing the scope of 
its activities and functions. The International Committee and the League 
will submit a joint report to the Conference on the Commission, together 
with proposals in the light of the fact that several specialised agencies will 
henceforth be dealing with the various matters related to the standardisation 
of medical equipment.
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3♦ R ole of the Rational Red Cross Societies as auxiliaries,_to the public 
authorities in time of peace and time of war t

a) Medico-Social field (first aid, establishment of hospitals, 
blood transfusion, maternity and child welfare, nutrition, 
public health education)

b) Nursing.(organisation, recruitment and training of professional 
and auxiliary personnel, etc.)

■c) Junior Red Cross - organisation - development of health and 
life protection programme - training of future Red Cross 
leaders - collaboration with the educational authorities, etc.

Amongst the points listed under 3 a) certain of these concern 
the traditional activities of the Red Cross, others "pilot schemes". It 
should be observed here that ar. increasing number cf National Societies 
realise the growing importance of medico-social problems and the necessity 
of expanding their activities in this vast sphere of work.

In a series of Resolutions the League Board of Governors made 
detailed recommendations to the National Societies, requesting them to 
extend the instruction of first rid, the .constitution of first aid teams, 
blood transfusion services, warehouses for relief supplies, etc,

A summary of the action taken by the League on the Recommendations 
and Resolutions of the preceding Conference, and sessions of the Board of 
Governors, Executive Committee, and Health Advisory Committee will be 
submitted to the present Conference.

As regards point 3 b) it should be stated that since the last 
International Conference of the Red Cross the National Red Cross Societies 
have continued to expand their traditional nursing activities, while 
constantly adapting them to fresh requirements.

The Nursing Advisory Committee of the League has met once since. 
1952. It again studied the organisation, recruitment, and training of nursing 
personnel and formulated desires and reconmendations which were communicated 
to the National Societies, and form the subject of a report established by 
the League.

As to the International Committee of- the Red Cross, in view 
of the fact that several National Socl ties are at the present time engaged 
in the organisation and expansion of their volunteer medical services in 
order to be prepared for any possible outbreak of conflict, it will submit 
a report to the Conference in the form of proposals for the Societies 
especially interested in this problem.

So far as point 3 c) is concerned, it should first he explained 
that it has been decided to eliminate several Commissions of the Inter
national Conference at New Delhi, and in particular the Junior Red Cross 
Commission. It is therefore natural that the development of the Junior 
Red Cross should be examined by the Medico-Social Commission,

The Junior Red Cross is particularly well placed to consolidate 
Red Cross action for civilian protection since its task is to train leaders 
and volunteers.
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The Medico-Social Commission will primarily examine the two 
following points of the Junior Red Cross programme; Protection of health 
and life anJ Service (local, national, international).

The Medico-Social Commission will study these problems in the 
light of the numerous Resolutions of the Executive Committee or the 
League Board of Governors, most of which were adopted in'the recommendation 
of the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee of the League.
C . General C ommission

1. Election of the Chairman, Yice Chairmen, Rapporteur and 
Secretaries.

By the· terms of Article 1 of the Rules of Procedure it is the 
Commission which proceeds to this election.

2. Reports of Rational Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion 
and Sun Societies

3. Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross

4. Report of the League of Red Cross Societies

5* Report of the Joint Commission of the Empress Shoken Fund.

6. Reports on the funds administered by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross ;

a) 'Allocation of the Income of the Augusta Fund;.
b) Florence Nightingale Medal

7« Financing of the International Committee of the Red Cross
a) Report of the Commission for the financing of the Inter

national Committee "
b) Report of the Council of the Foundation for the Inter

national Committee,

It is the tradition for the ijiembers of the International Red Cross 
(National Societies and international organisât ions) "each to submit a report' 
to the Conference describing their main work since the preceding Conference.

The various standing Commissions established as the result -of a- 
recommendation or decision of the Conference do likewise.

With the exception of the Report of the Standing Commission 
submitted to the plenary meeting and that of the International Commission for 
Medical Equipment submitted tc the Medico-Social Commission of the Conference, 
all the Reports are laid before the General-Commission.

The following indications can be given with respect to certain 
of these reports.

The Joint Commissionof the Empress Shoken Fund is composed of 
three representatives of the International Committee of the Red Ctoss and
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three representatives of the League, It manages a fund donated to the Red 
Cross in 1912 (and doubled in 1954 by H.M, the late Empress of Japan to 
"promote relief work in time of peace" and regularly distributes the income 
to the National Societies or international organisations of the Red Cross 
which request grants. This Fund is administered under detailed Regulations 
(see page 366 of the International Handbook of the Red Cross).

The Augusta Fund established in memory cf H.M. the late Empress 
of Germany is managed by the International Committee of the Red Cross, which 
distributes the income every four years to National Societies selected from 
amongst those requesting grants. These grants are allocated either to »
missions in the general interests of the Red Cross or more particularly 
in aid of nursing schools. The Regulations for this Fund also appear in 
the Handbook of the International Red Cross (See page 369)· *

The F lorence Nightingale Medal, which has great prestige in the 
world, was created on the informal'recommendation of the VIHth International 
Conference of the Red Cross (1907). A small Fund has been built up with 
the contributions of National Societies, its income serves for the striking 
and distribution of the medal, which, is awarded every two years by the Inter
national Committee, on the proposals of National Societies, to "nurses and 
voluntary aids of the Red Cross who have distinguished themselves exceptionally 
by their devotion to sick or wounded in time of peace or of war". The 
Regulations concerning this Medal are to be found on page 339 of the Inter
national Handbook.

The Commission for the Financing of the Internati onal C ommittee 
was appointed by the XVIIth International Conference of the Red Cross 
(Resolution No. VIII), Stockholm, 1948) and is composed of representatives 
of five National Societies. Its purpose is to decide "on the method to be 
adopted in order to provide the International Committee of the Red Cross with 
regular financial support"

The Foundation for the International Committee of the. Red Cross, estab
lished in 1931 is intended to help "the International Committee of the Red 
Cross to continue in complete independence in the future the humanitarian 
activities which, in accordance with its Statutes, it has carried on up 
to the present, in time of peace as in time of war." Its Council is composed s
of two members nominated by the Swiss Federal Council, two members nominated 
by the International Conference of the Red Cross, and three members appointed 
by the International Committee of the Red Cross, Under its Statutes *
(Handbook p. 362) the Council presents a report to the Swiss supervisory 
authority, which is communicated to the International Conference of the Red 
Cross,

8, Moans by which Governments could increase facilities accorded by them to
National Societies with reference also to the centralisation and coordination 
of national and international relief action through the Red Cross

At its 23rd session in Oslo in May 1954? the League Board of Governors 
adopted a Resolution, (no 10), entitled "Red Cross disaster relief".

This Resolution has two different parts. The first sets forth 
eight fundamental principles of Red Cross disaster relief action; the second 
summarises all the resolutions previously adopted on the subject by the 
International Conference of the Red Cross or by the League Board of Governors,
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In adopting this Resolution the Board of Governors recommended 
that it should he submitted to the XIXth International Conference, together 
with comments on the application of the principles contained in the first 
part.

The League will also submit comments to the Conference on Resolution 
no. 10 A concerning the "Red Cross as an international disaster relief 
agency", and a reminder in regard to Resolution no. XL of the XTIIth Inter
national Conference, entitled "Facilities to he granted by Governments to 
Rational Societies and to the International Red Cross organisations in 

* matters of relief".

1 I). Drafting C ommittee

1, Election of the Chairman, Members,and Secretary
2. Drafting and coordination of resolutions.

The Agenda of this Committee does net call for any particular 
comment. As irs name indicates the Drafting Committee1s work consists in 
coordinating the various Resolutions proposed by the Commissions of the 
Conference and giving them proper final form.

---- oOo-----
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