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The International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of 
Red Cross Societies make a Report to each International Conference of the 
Red Cross concerning the action taken by each on the Resolutions of the 
previous Conference,

In the same way as for the XYIIIth Conference at Toronto-· 1952» 
these two organisations decided that it would, he simpler and more convenient 
for the.members of the Conference if their comments were assembled in a single 
document.

Readers are reminded that shortly after the Toronto Conference, the 
International C ommittee and the League each communicated the full text of 
these Resolutions to governments and Rational Societies.

In so doing, the International Committee drew the special attention 
of Governments to Resolutions 12 to 28, and the attention of National 
Societies to Resolutions 14 to 25, c

The League drew the attention of the National Societies to 
Resolutions 10 to 15, 24 to 53? and 36 to 42,

x

Reports by National Societies

"The XYIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken note of the reports submitted by National Societies 

on their work,
receives these reports, 
directs that they be filed,
thanks the National Societies which submitted them."

This Resolution called for no action. The reports Yieve duly filed.

2

Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross

"The XYIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having received the report of the International Committee of the 

Red Cross on its work from 1948 to 1952, 
accepts this report,
thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for having 

submitted it."

This Resolution called for no action.
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3

JLeJLRrjl_°X_tjie League of Red Cross Societies

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having received the report of the League of Red Cross Societies on 

its work from 1948 tc 1952,
accepts this report,
thanks the League of Red Cross Societies for having submitted it," 

This Resolution called for no action.

4

Empress Shoken Fund 

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
7 Ahaving received the report of the Empress Shoken Fund presented 

by the Joint Commission of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the League of Red Cross Societies, 

accepts this report,
thanks the Joint Commission for its administration of the Fund," 

This Resolution called for no action.

5

Augusta Trust Fund

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having received the report on the Augusta Trust Fund submitted 

by the International Committee of the Red Cross,
accepts this report, '
thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for its 

administration of the Fund,"

This Resolution called for no action.

6
Florence Nightingale Medal

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having received the report on the award of the Florence 

Nightingale Medal submitted by the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
accepts this report,
thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for its admi

nistration,"

This Resolution called for no action
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Foundation for the International Committee 

of the Red. Cross

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having received the report on the Foundation for the International 

Committee of the Red Cross submitted by the Council of this Fund, 
accepts the report,
thanks the Council for its administration."

This Resolution called for no action.

3

8
Financing of the International permittee 

' of the Red Cross

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
a) having received the report of the Commission for the financing 

cf the International Committee of the Red Cross,
thanks the Commission for having submitted this report, 
requests the Commission to continue its work^
b) having received the report of the International Committee of 

the Red Cross on its finances, thanks the International Committee for 
having submitted it."

The Commission for the Financing of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross held regular meetings. It will submit a Report to the 
XIXth International Conference.

9

Financing of the League of Red C_ross - Societies

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having received the report submitted on this subject by"the League 

of Red Cross Societies,
accepts this report,
thanks the League of Red Cross Societies for having submitted it." 

This Resolution called for no action.

10
Reaffirmation of Fundamental Principles 

of the Red Cros_s

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
a) reaffirms the fundamental principles of the Red Cross adopted 

by the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies at their 
XIXth meeting in Oxford in July 1946 and subsequently amended at their 
XXth meeting in Stockholm in 1948?
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calls upon all national Societies Jc adhere strictly to these 
principles in order to maintain the tenets of impartiality, political, 
racial, religious and economic independence, universality of the Red 
Cross, and equal rights of National Societies, which are the corner-stones 
of the Red Cross movement;

h) noting the useful results which have been achieved by the 
Conference despite the introduction in certain c-ases of political issues,

expresses' its determination not to allow such issues to undermine 
the work of the Red Cross at any time, .

declares its unabated faith in the Red Cross as a movement con
cerned solely with humanitarian activities which help to promote mutual 
understanding and good will among nations whatever their political 
differences,

affirms the. importance, of all national Red Cross Societies working 
together at all times for the promotion of health, the prevention cf 
disease, and the mitigation of suffering throughout the world."

Both the International Committee and the League have endeavoured 
to maintain the Fundamental Principles of the Red Cross, and have called 
attention to them on every opportunity. They fully realise that no 
derogation must be made from these principles, and that'they must be 
faithfully observed by all the members of the Red Cross. They will continue 
to watch over these principles.

The International Committee and the League have continuously 
encouraged cooperation between the National Societies "for the promotion 
of health, the prevention of disease and the mitigation-of suffering 
throughout the world".

The valuable study on "Red Cross Principles" by Mr. Jean S,
Pictet, Director of General Affairs of the International Committee, 
deserves special mention here.

The League, drew the attention of all National Societies to 
the present Resolution in November 1952, and at the same time forwarded 
a commentary quoting the Fundamental Principles- and their Application in 
extenso and dealing in some detail with the Principles'of Impartiality 
and of Political, Religious, and Economic independence,

A number of Societies have made particular reference to this 
matter in their publications.

11

The Re_d C_rqsjq and. Peace

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,

considering that war which divides nations and spreads discord 
.is the greatest scourge of humanity and is capable of bringing about 
a return to barbarism. - -

considering the previous resolutions of International Red Cross 
Conferences on the necessity for international co-operation in maintaining 
peace,
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recalls and confirms these resolutions, 
invites National Societies
a) to make every effort to avoid!’’and dissipate misunderstandings 

between nations,
To) to intensify co-operation and.mutual help in order to create 

among nations a true understanding and to ward off the scourge of war,
declares that this scourge can be averted through the leadership 

of the Red Gross which constitutes not only a material force serving 
humanity but, above all, a moral and spiritual force, uniting the world 
in a common spirit of brotherhood,1'

. The ardent desire for peace felt by the Red Cross as a whole 
has been emphasized on every opportunity by the International Committee 
and the League, both in their publications and their broadcasts, and in 
their activities and special surveys.

The International Committee has continued to publish the series 
of articles on peace appearing in its "International Review of the Red 
Cross". The October 1953 issue, contains an article by Mr, H, Coursier, 
member of the Legal Service of the International Committee, on "The Spirit 
cf Peace in Red Cross Work".

The League. Board of Governors and Executive Committee have con
tinued to work for the achievement of the aims set’ forth in the present 
Resolution, and have encouraged the National Societies to continue their 
efforts towards better understanding amongst the peoples of the world, 
as a contribution to peace, The Executive Committee adopted resolutions 
to this end in May and October 1953? and the Board of Governors in May 1954

12

Cp-ope rati·' ui between National _S ooieties
and G oyernmentĵ  n

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering that a National Society, to become a member of the 

International Red Cross, must first be recognized by its own Govern
ment ,

considering Resolution 55 (l) adopted by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations on November 19th, I94>->, which recommends that 
Governments assist in the establishment and co-operation of National Red 
Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies, while respecting their 
independent voluntary nature,

considering Resolution /[0 of the XVIIth International Red Cross 
Conference enumerating the special facilities that Governments, are 
requested:to grant to their National Societies for the carrying out 
of their tasks,

recommends that the National Societies, while preserving their 
independence, maintain with their respective Governments, regular 
co-operation in time of peace as in time of war and conclude specific 
agreements for determining the particular' tasks which may be entrusted 
by Governments to National Societies and accepted by the latter.
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reiterates iiP previous request to all Governments with a view 
to obtaining from them the special facilities referred to in Resolution 
40 of the XVIIth International Red Cross Conference, so as to facilitate, 
both in time of peace and in time of war, the accomplishment of the 
humanitarian work of the Red Cross,"

The first part of this Resolution is essentially addressed to 
the Rational Societies inviting them to maintain regular cooperation with 
their respective Governments, and to conclude agreements with them determining 
the specific task assigned to the Red Cross.

The International Committee and the League here renew their joint 
invitation to all the Governments that they give favourable consideration 
to all requests submitted by the Rational Societies to this end.

In its second part, the Resolution asks the Governments to grant 
special facilities for the accomplishment of the work of the Red Cross.

This second part was the subject of a memorandum addressed to 
all the Governments by the International Committee in March 1953? copies 
of Yihich were sent to the Rational Societies. This memorandum after drawing 
attention to the present Resolution, requested the authorities ;

1) to take all necessary steps for the granting of the facilities 
required by the Geneva Convention to relief consignments intended
for prisoners of war, civilian internees or the populations of occupied 
territoriess

2) to extend these facilities to relief supplies intended solely for the 
civilian population and for victims of armed conflicts not of an 
international character?

3) to extend similar facilities for the forwarding of relief supplies 
to victims of natural calamities?

4) to grant relief Societies and Red Cross Agencies all necessary facilities 
to enable them to carry out their work in conformity with the Geneva 
Conventions, and also in the cases referred to under 2 and 5·

In particular, the memorandum insisted on exemption from postal, 
Customs and transport charges for all relief consignments, and also travel, 
financial, administrative and postal facilities for Red Cross personnel.

Thirty Governments have replied to the International Committee, 
and all those who have taken decisions on the substance of this memorandum 
have shewn understanding.

The League drew the attention of all the Rational Societies to 
this Resolution in Rovember 1952, urging them tc approach their respective 
Governments, and to keep the League informed of progress,

A further letter was sent out in August 1953 > and. on the basis 
of the replies received to both these letters a table summarising the 
facilities granted by Governments to Rational Red Cross, Red Crescent,
Red Lion& Sun Societies, was presented to the Board of Governors at Oslo in 
May 1954*
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A further survey is now being prepared, and a table showing the 
latest situation in this matter of vital importance to National Societies, 
particularly in their relief work, will be presented to the XIXth Inter
national Conference of the Red Cross in New Delhi.

15

Volunteer Services

"The XVIIIth International Reu Cross Conference,
recognizing that the Red Cross is essentially a voluntary effort 

carried out by thousands of volunteers the world over,
recognizing that the great strength of the Red Cross is its 

readiness to help those in need and that throughout its activities it 
can use the service of all who are willing to help,

recognizing also that the potential of volunteer effort is 
practically limitless,

recommends that the airn of all National Societies be the broadest 
possible participation of all people, professional and lay, trained and 
untrained, old and young, in order that service through the Red Cross 
may be initiated and expanded as fulHy as possible and, to achieve this,

recommends that National Societies ¡hare experience in.connection 
with volunteer service through interchange of information and exchange 
of visits between Societies,

requests the League of Red Cross Societies to offer guidance to 
those Societies wishing to initiate or further develop volunteer, services 
and, to this end,

recommends to the attention of all National Societies the guide on 
Red Cross volunteer service prepared by the League of Red Cross Societies 
and presented at this Conference."

This Resolution was communicated by the League to all the National 
Societies, and in January 1953 the printing of the Guide on Red Cross 
Volunteer Service in English, French and Spanish was completed, and followed 
hy a general distribution.

In October 1953> the Executive Committee of the League felt .the 
necessity of once more drawing the attention of National Societies to 
this important matter, and adopted the following Resolutions

"The Executive C ornmittee
recalls Resolutior No, 17 of the 20th session of the Board of 

Governors at Stockholm in 1948? Resolution No. 7 of the 6th Interamerican 
League Conference held at Mexico City in 1951 and Resolution No. 13 of the 
18th International Red Cross Conference held at Toronto in 1952, 
recognizing the paramount importance for National Societies to recruit 
and train volunteers in order to oarry out their manifold tasks,

believing that this important source is still not being fully
utilized,

urges that National Societies make a further study of ways 
and means of recruiting volunteers to meet their needs and to this, wnd, 

recommends that those National Societies wishing .to initiate 
»r develop their volunteer services request assistance from the League",
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This Resolution was circulated to National Societies accompanied.
"by a document cn ..the Role of Volunteers, stressing the importance of recruiting 
volunteers for the manifold tasks of the·. Red Cross, and the development 
of volunteer programmes, in order to make the fullest use of5 those Members 
whose desire to serve the Red Cross imposes no burden on the budgets of 
National Societies.

from replies received it is clear that the Guide on Red Cross 
Volunteer Service has been of considerable assistance to the Societies in 
process of initiating volunteer services, and has been of value in 
exploring the further use of volunteers in Societies where such services 
already existed, but required expansion.

14

Legal Assistance

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
approves the reports presented by the International Committee 

of the Red Cross and the League concerning the action taken on Resolution 11 
of the XVIIth International Red Cross Conference,

thanks the International Committee of the Red Cross for the 
initiative it has taken in order to coordinate the efforts to give practical 
effect to legal assistance, _

invites the International Committee of the Red Cross to carry on 
its activities., in conjunction with, the League of Red Cross Societies, 
the National Societies and the other governmental or non-governmental 
organizations which may contribute bo the solution of ihe-refugee problem,"

In accordance with Resolution XIV of the XVIIItli Conference, 
the International Committee of the Red Cross remained in contact with 
the special professional organisations for legal assistance, in ' 
particular with the International Bar Association and the Federation ~ 
of the National Legal Aid Societies in the United States. The League was 
kept informed of these contacts, and supported the International Committee 
in its endeavour to coordinate efforts to establish legal assistance, 
particularly at the time of the discussions of the Conference of non- 
Governmental Organisations concerned with migration Problems. A Report 
on this matter will be submitted to the XIXth Conference of the International 
0 ommittee.

15 o

Ratification of Geneva Conventicns 
of August 12th. 2-3A2,

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering it of vital importance that the four Geneva Conventions 

of August 12th, 1949? be fully operative as soon as possible, and having 
been informed of the regrettable fact that until now only nineteen States 
have ratified these four Conventions or adhered to them,

addresses, an urgent appeal tc the remaining signatory States ■'· 
requesting them to hasten ratification of the Geneva Conventions of 
August 12th, 1949? in order that the latter may be universally recognized 
and effective."
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As of September 1st, 1956 j 43 Governments had ratified the 1949 
Conventions, and 12 others had acceded thereto, The total number 
of States Parties to' these Conventions at this date was'55·

The International Committee will submit a General Report to the 
XIXth Conference on the Geneva Conventions.

" 16
Application of Geneva Conventions _ojf 1949

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering that under Article I, which is common to the four 

Geneva Conventions of 1949? "the powers underbake tc respect and to 
ensure respect for the said Conventions in all circumstances,

considering that it is in the common interest of all that the 
Geneva Conventions should always be fully respected everywhere and at all 
times,

recommends to the Governments of all countries not involved in 
a conflict and to the Rational Societies of such countries that they 
facilitate in every way the material application of these Conventions,

considers in particular that it is the duty of States bordering 
any territory where a conflict is faking place, and of the National 
Societies of such countries, to facilitate the passage through such States 
of persons v/hose mission it is to aid in the application of the Conventions 
and in the conveyance of relief to the victims of such conflict,"

This Resolution was applied in 1954 and 1955, when' disturban ce s 
and civil wars broke oub in certain Latin American countries. The delegate 
of the International Committee received valuable assistance from the 
National Societies of countries bordering on those involved in strife, 
which did their utmost to facilitate his task and cooperated the 
purchase and forwarding of relief.

Except for these cases, however, the Resolution has not been 
given practical application.

The International Committee takes every possible opportunity 
to emphasize the necessity applying the Geneva Conventions to the 
widest possible extent in all circumstances.

17

Geneva Protocol of June, JLJth, 192J5

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering that bacteriological weapons constitute cne of the 

greatest dangers to humanity,
considering that several Governments have not yet adhered to the 

Geneva Protocol of June 17th, 1925? providing for the. prohibition of 
bacteriological weapons, or have not yet ratified it,

urges all Governments which have net as yet adhered to the 
aforesaid protocol or ratified it to so adhere to or ratify it,
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requests National Societies to obtain from their Governments, if 
the latter have not yet adhered ter or ¿ratified the Geneva Protocol of 
June 17th& 1925, an undertaking to do so in the shortest possible time, 
and without reservations,"

So far as the International Committee is aware, since the 
closure of the XVIIIth International Conference, the following countries 
have acceded to the Geneva. Protocol of 1925s People's Republic of Chine 
(August ]952), People's Democratic Republic of Hungary (October 1952), and 
Ceylon (February 1954)·

It should furthermore be mentioned that the draft regulations 
for the Protection of Civilian Populations against the dangers of 
indiscriminate warfare, which the International Committee intends to 
submit to the XIXth International Conference, reaffirm the vetoes 
contained in this Protocol."

18
Atomic W eapons

"The )DrIIIth International Red Cross Conference,

considering that there is no agreement or prohibition' against 
the use of atomic weapons,

considering that the race in the field of atomio armaments 
imperils peace and security among nations,

reaffirms Resolution 24 of the XVIIth International Red Cross 
C onference,

urges governments to agree, within the framework of general 
disarmament, to a plan for the international control of atomic energy 
which would ensure.the prohibition of atomic weapons and the use of 
atomic energy solely for peaceful purposes,

calls upon all National Societies to request their respective 
governments t<; support such a plan."

The past .and present discussions amongst Heads of State 
on disarmament and on the control if atsmic energy are familiar to 
everyone, and it is therefore unnecessary to go into this subject here.

The International. Committee and the League take this opportunity 
to reiterate and emphasize the request made to National Societies in the 
above Resolution.

19

Alleged V iolations_ _of_ the G-'eneva Conventions

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,  ̂ '
considering that several Delegations have':alleged that the Geneva 

Conventions and humanitarian principles have recently been violated and 
that these allegations have repeatedly and categorically been denied by 
those against whom these allegations were directed,
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invites the Governments concerned to have these charges examined 
on the basis of a common agreement,

invites National Societies to unite their efforts, as soon as 
possible, for this purpose and to promote practical proposals to that end,"

This Resolution refers to precise allegations made at the XVTIIth 
International Conference.

So far as is known to the international organisations of the Red 
Cross, no action has been taken on the invitation to Governments con
tained in this Resolution.

20

Release of Detained. Fersons

"The XVTIIth International Red Cross. Conference,
considering that as a result of the Second World War * and the 

events which followed, a large'number of persons, adults and children, 
are still prevented from returning to their homes,

recommends that the National Societies act as natural interme
diaries with their respective Governments to facilitate to the greatest 
extent the liberation of these persons, to seek information concerning 
the fate of such persons and to facilitate the dispatch to them of material 
relief,

expresses the hope that the present meeting in Toronto of National 
Societies and of Governments will provide the necessary contacts for . 
effecting this humanitarian task of mutual aid, which is the very purpose 
and the reason for the existence of the International Red Cross."

The work the International Committee of the Red Cross with a 
view to reuniting families fes developed, particularly in Western Germany, 
thanks to the cooperation of the National Red Cross Societies. Most of the 
persons thus reunited came from Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Poland. 
Direct contacts impossible hitherto have gradually.been established between 
the National Societies concerned to facilitate this humanitarian work,, 
which the International Committee xs continuing to follow up successfully.

The satisfactory investigations of the specialised services of 
the Central .agency for Prisoners of War have made it possible to transmit 
news and to provide relief in the form of medicines, more particularly 
through the intermediary of the competent National Societies,

21

' Prisoners of War - Korea

"The XVTIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering that charges have been made that prisoners, of war 

held by the parties to the Korean conflict have been mistreated, and that 
these charges have been categorically denied by the authorities concerned, 
and
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noting that the,, International Committee of the Red Cross has 
"been enabled to perform its traditional role with respect to' prisoners of 
war held by the United Nations Command in Korea,·· but has been prevented 
from performing that function with respect to prisoners of war held in 
North Korea,

recommends to the parties engaged in hostilities in Korea who 
have not done so that they permit the International C cmmittee of the 
Red Cross to perform its traditional role with respect to prisoners of 
war,

urges the International Committee of the Red Cross to invite them 
to designate representatives to accompany the International Committee of 
the Red Cross in a free and full inspection cf all prisoner of war 
facilities, provided that both sides permit such an investigation on an 
equal basis,

requests the International Committee of the Red Cross promptly 
tA communicate the results of inspection to all ps,rties concerned,"

On 24 November 1952, the International-Ccmmittee addressed a 
telegram to the Governments of North and South Korea, and to the 
Government of the United States, in its capacity of United Command, 
reminding them of the present Resolution, asking them what action they 
were prepared to take upon it, and renewing the Committee's offer of 
services, . The National Societies of all the.countries concerned were 
informed of this action.

The American and South Korean Governments replied assuring the 
International C 'irimittee that it would continue to receive every facility 
in carrying rut its te.sk, No reply^was received from the North Korean*
G ove rnment,

22

International Committee of the Red_Cross

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having heard with regret the attacks made against the International 

Committee of the Red Cross and having heard the explanations of the 
C ornmittee,

declares its confidence in the International Committee of the 
Red Cross."

This Resolution called for nc action.

23

Telegraphic C ommunioatlons- (War Victims)

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering that information concerning war victims should he 

speedily transmitted and that the telegraph appears to be the most 
suitable channel to effect this,
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bearing in mind the sympathetic understanding already mani
fested by the competent.authorities of the various countries,

emphasizes the importance of giving to this matter an inter
national solution,

expresses the wish that the next conference of the International 
Telecommunications Union, which is to meet in Buenos Aires, take all 
necessary, steps in order to harmonize the regulations on telegraph 
communication with the provisions of the 1949 Geneva Conventions providing 
for full exemption, or at least a consider ble reduction in the cost of 
telegrams concerning war victims".

The International Telecommunications Union Conference, before 
which this Resolution was laid through the intermediary of the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross, adopted a Resolution (No 3) at its 
session in Buenos Aires in December 1952, requesting the next International 
Telegraphic and Telephonic Conference ,

" 1. to consider sympathetically whether, and to what extent, the
telegraph franking privileges and the reductions in telegraph charges 
envisaged in the Geneva Conventions mentioned above could be accorded^

2. to make any necessary modifications to the International Telegraph
Regulations."

The International Telegraphic and Telephonic Conference, 'which 
was to take place in 19.54? was finally postponed and will probably be 
held in the second half of 1958# Proposals and suggestions for its study 
must be sent in before the end of 1957 to 'the Secretariat of the International 
Telecommunications Union.

The International Committee, which has continued to follow up 
this question, will see that the most favourable action possible is 
taken by the Conference on the Recommendation adopted by the Telecommunications 
Union at Buenos-Aires.

24

Mutual Assistance between Nat? onal Societies

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering the difficulties of ascertaining the best methods by 

which National Societies can help each other by the provision of relief 
supplies,

recommends that the League of Red Cross Societies give a more 
definite lead to National Societies as to the type of relief supplies which 
each country is in a, position to make available to meet the special needs 
of any potential recipient, and further

recommends that, while recognizing the desirability of all 
National Societies participating in the relief of distress wherever 
it may occur, due regard should be paid to ensuring that the donor 
Society take into account its special responsibility for the needs of its 
own country, and particularly when other National Societies are making 
contributions for relieving distress in the country of the donor Society 
and, further
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recommends that in cases where a National Society is (or has been 
in the immediate past) appealing for help, the League of Red Cross Societies, 
when circularizing any other appeal on "behalf of any other Society, should 
indicate to the first mentioned Society that the appeal is sent to it 
primarily for information; the League should also indicate whether it 
appears possible for such a National Society to send oj> make a token- 
contribution in kind from some local source of supply without prejudicing 
relief work undertaken in the Society's own country, and, further

recommends rhat the League of Red Cross Societies should not 
initiate any general appeal on behalf of" a National Society .except at 
the specific request of the National Society concerned."

The League has conformed to this Resolution. In particular, 
it has refrained from launching any appeals except at the specific request 
of a National Society.

Furthermore, in every case where the League observed that the 
principles set forth in this Resolution had not been respected it drew 
the attention of the National Societies thereto.

■ 25
Disaster Relief

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
recommends to the National Societies and the Governments of 

their respective countries that they endeavour to implement the 
recommendations adopted by the Seminar on Disaster Relief which met in 
Mexico City during September 1951, ana which were approved as resolutions 
by the Vlth Inter-American Red Cross Conference held immediately thereafter 
in that capital."

The League drew the attention of National Societies to the- terms 
of this Resolution,

26

Famine Relief

"The XYIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
noting there is from time to time famine in various parts of the 

world, that is especially serious at present,
calls upon National Societies tc respond to appeals from sister

Societies,
recommends to all National Societies that they co-ordinate with 

the League of Red Cross Societies their relief contributions in.order tp 
effect the most urgently required aid, and in the most expeditious manner, 

urges that assistance so extended be made on the unconditional 
basis of pure humanitarianism and in the spirit of mutual assistance 
and brotherhood among the people of all nations, under the principles, 
of the League of Red Cross Societies,

recommends that the recipient Societies report tc the League .of 
Red Cross Societies their use and/or distribution of these supplies, and, 
further ,
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recommends that, in order to co-ordinate the efforts of National 
Societies, the League of Red Cross Societies make a special study of 
the needs of famine areas, so that advice concerning tne urgency of needs 
of the respective famine-stricken areas may he given to National Societies",

This Resolution essentially concerns the National Societies.
The League has observed that they have generally conformed thereto so 
far as concerns coordination and the forwarding of reports on the use and 
distribution of relief supplies received.

When famine has been notified by a- National Society, the League 
has requested detailed reports, the contents of which have been brought 
to .the knowledge of the National Societies from which assistance was requested 
in cases whore international relief action was required.

27

Relief to Children

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having considered a report submitted by the Canadian Junior, ,

Red Cross stressing the need for additional direction in the providing 
of relief for children in various countries throughout the world,

realizing that such direction and guid .nee necessitates extensive 
research ah the international level in co-operation with other inter
national agencies,

requeststhe Leagub of Red Cr’̂ss Societies to investigate relief 
needs among children in all parts of the world and, to this end, to 
co-operate in study and research with such international agencies as 
World Health Organization. United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, and United Nations International Children's 
Emergency Fund, and to inform the National Societies from time to time , 
as to :

a) the supplies most needed in a particular country requiring 
relief with detailed specifications and requirements as to clothing, 
including sizes, design, fabric, etc,: food? medicines and school supplies;

b) details as to relief already supplied to any such country 
and information as to how further contribution of relief might supplement 
this;

c) desirability and efficacy of supplying vitamins, should they 
be more appropriate than bulk foods, and the relative economies in the 
purchase thereof."

The League Secretariat proceeded to the inveatigation requested, 
in consultation with the World Health Organisation, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and'Cultural Organisation, and the United Nations 
International Children’s Fund, and the International Union for Child 
Welfare.

The Junior Red Cross Bureau, in cooperation with the Relief 
and Medico-Social Bureaux, keeps itself informed of the needs amongst
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children in different parts of the world,and supplies any indications 
requested on this subject to the National Societies and their Junior 
Sections,

28

Assistance to Civilian P opulation of Korea

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
realizing the extreme distress and the grave needs of the millions 

of war victims in Korea, and the desire of the National Societies to 
forward relief for distribution in the traditional and free manner which 
had proved so successful before the outbreak of hostilities in Korea,

regrets that the United Nations military authorities have had 
difficulty during military action in arranging for the adequate flow 
of all Red Cross supplies which could have been made available by 
National Societies to the Red Cross Society of the Republic of Korea,

understands that these difficulties have been overcome to an extent 
which has permitted an increased quantity of Red Cross supplies to be 
shipped into Korea in recent months,

views, however, with co-ncerr. any restrictions not the result of 
military necessity incidental to bheir shipment to and distribution in 
Korea which may have the effect of hampering the free flow of Red Cross 
supplies in. accordance with the traditional principles of the Red Cross,

draws the attention of the Secretary General of the United Nations 
to the special position of the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and 
Sun Societies recognized by the bnited Nations under Resolution 55 (p ) 
of the General Assembly of that body passed on November 19th, 1946,

requests the Secretary General of the United Nations in pursuance 
of that resolution and in furtherance of the aims and principles of 
the International Red Cross to confer as s^jn as possible with the 
League of Red Cross Societies in order to determine the measures whereby 
the flow of Red Cross supplies to Korea may be facilitated and the diffi
culties above referred to resolves without delay and also to confer with 
the Intei-naticnal Committee of the Red Cross for the same purpose in 
relation to any supply it could furnish,

requests the League of Red Cross Societies to offer once again 
to the Red Cross Society of the. Lemocratic People's Republic of Korea 
the provision of relief to war sufferers on its territory.11

Shortly after the XVIIIth Conference, the League and the Inter
national Committee got into touch with the General Secretariat of United 
Nations and the American authorities with a view to carrying out thife 
Resolution. These conversations led to a certain softening of the 
provisions governing the distribution of relief in the Korean territories 
under the control cf the United Command.

Prcm November 1952, the organisations donating relief were 
permitted to indicate the beneficiaries to whom their gifts should be distri
buted, and to exercise a certain supervision over their distribution.

These new provisions, communicated to the International Committee 
following negotiations conducted by the Head of its Delegation in Korea, 
with United Command G.H.Q,, enabled the Committee to organisé the relief
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action in the form of medicines, which had been contemplated for some months, 
for the civilian population and persons detained in civilian prisons in 
South Korea.

This tYfofold action was financed by a grant of Sw.Fr, 100,000 
from the Swiss Government, and by a gift of Sw.Fr. 50,000 from the Inter
national Committee itself.,

The International Committee was able to ascertain that the United 
Nations Agency entrusted with the distribution of relief in South Korea, 
in drawing up its scheme had observed the Committee's indications as to 
the beneficiaries of these medical supplies.

The present Resolution was forwarded by the League to the Secre
tary-General of the United Nations, calling to mind the Resolution con
cerning the Red Cross adopted on 19 November 1946 by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations; coimnents on the methods of Red Cross International 
relief actions, as· well as the various Resolutions adopted on this subject 
by the XVIIth International Conference were attached.

In the meantime, the difficulties encountered in the regular 
forwarding of Red Cross relief had been overcome. The Secretary-General 
of United Nations, nevertheless, brought the contents of the League's 
communication to the notice of the United Command, the United Nations 
Agency fob the Reconstruction df Korea, and the United Nations Commission 
for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea, requesting them to 
facilitate Red Cross relief action in every possible way.

Since then, this relief action, for which' the National Societies 
furnished a great many consignments, has proceeded normally. Up to the 
end of 1955, moreover, a-· League delegate coordinated Red Cross relief 
in Korea itself.

29

International Commission for Medical Equipment

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
notes the action taken on Resolution 50 adopted by the XVIIth 

International Red Gross Conference and the opinion expressed with regard 
to this Resolution by the World Health Organization,

approves the report presented ijy the reorganized Standing Inter
national Commission for the Study of Medical Equipment, as well as the new 
regulations of this Commission, whose title will henceforth be "Inter
national Commission.for Medical Equipment",

insists that the matter of hlcod transfusion equipment be studied 
as a question of primary importance,"

Since the last Conference, this Commission met only once, in 
December 1952, mainly to study the standardization and interchangeability 
cf blood transfusion equipment. It observed that the International 
Standardisation Organisation and the International Blood Transfusion 
Society were already dealing with these questions, and therefore confined 
itself to recommending them to extend the work in progress.
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. A ^oint Report concerning this Commission, and proposals taking 
into account the fact that several specialised organisations are actively 
engaged at the present time in studying the various problems connected 
with the standardisation of medical equipment will be submitted to the 
XIXth Conference by the International Committee and the League.
'

30

Blood Transfusion Ce;ntres__and_Servi.ces

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
decides that for the designation of technical and administrative 

organisations dealing with blood transfusion the terms '‘centre" and "service" 
shall be used preferably to all others."

The text of this Resolution was forwarded by the League to 
Rational Societies with the recommendation that they communicate it to 
the competent bodies in their respective countries.

It should be noted that most of the National Societies have ac
cepted the terminology recommended.

.. 31·

Artificial Re_sp_iration

"The XVIIIth International Red C ross Conference,
recognizing tie superiority of the Holger-Nielsen method of 

marnai artificial respiration over the majority of other similar methods, 
particularly in respect of pulmonary ventilation, ease of execution 'and 
simplicity of instruction,

recommends that the Holger-Nielsen method of artificial respi
ration be adopted as scon as feasible for general basic instruction of Red Cross 
personnel? that this should not exclude, however, the teaching of other 
methods of artificial respiration for use in special circumstances and 
conditions."

The League communicated the text of this Resolution to all the 
National Red Cross Societies, Since then, the Hoüger-Nielsen method 
of artificial respiration has been widely publicized and, according to 
our information, 31 National Societies are now interested in it.

Every time questions arise in connection with artificial respi
ration, the League consults the Holger-Nielsen Cemmittee of the Lanish 
Red Cross which, it will be remembered, introduced this method.

A documentary film on the subject has been made by the Danish 
Red Cross, with captions in seven languages'(French, English, Spanish, 
German, Danish, Norwegian, and Serbo-Croat). Copies of this film are 
available to the National Societies on loan.from the Cinema Library of 
the League,

The Canadian Red Cross has also given wide publicity to and re
commended a colour film produced by Insurance Companies, very'wlearly 
illustrating the Holger-Nielsen artificial respiration method.
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The Danish Red Cross has published a revised edition of its 
Manualj as well as instructions concerning the "placement of the operator 
performing the Holger-Nielsen artificial respiration method". This 
latter text was translated into, French and Spanish by the League - 
Sepretariat and distributed to the National Societies,

32

Reading as Therapy for Mental £ases

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering that reading, properly guided, may constitute a-very 

effective therapy in the case of mental disease, and that the Red Cross 
at present holds an important position with regard to hospital-libraries, 

invites National Societies to complete their work by providing 
appropriate reading material for this special group of patients, also

invites the League of Red Cross Societies, in -collaboration with 
the other international organizations which deal with problems of mental 
hygiene, to begin the study of this question and to forward the results 
as soon as possible to interested National Societies."

This Res elution-was communicated by circular'letter to the Ra
tional Red Cross Societies, and to the international organisations - inte
rested in the subject.

An initial study has been made by the League in accordance with 
the request in the last paragraph of this Resolution, The data gathered 
from the replies of the National Societies is mentioned in No. 1 of the 
League's Medico-Social Documentation series entitled "Hospital Libraries",

Nine National Societies have reported that they are already en
gaged in this type of activity. Most of them train volunteers for the 
libraries of psychiatric establishments, who work in cooperation with 
the ^doctors. Carefully selected reading matter is distributed on trolleys 
to the wards in which the patients are being treated.

33

Standing International C onmission for Traffic ̂ Safety
and First Aid

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering that the Standing International Commission for 

Traffic Safety and First Aid has fulfilled its purpose, 
decides that it should be dissolved."

The text of this Resolution was communicated by the Longue to 
the Chairman and members of the Standing International Commission for 
Traffic Safety and First Aid.

The work of the Commission having been taken over by the League's 
Medico-Social Bureau, the latter has forwarded documents and information 
or road traffic accident prevention and the organisation of highway first- 
aid posts, to various National Societies.
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34
Tribute to Sir Frederick Banting

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering that the City of Toronto, site of the XVIIIth Inter

national Conference of the Red Cross, is the seat of the University of 
Toronto where insulin was discovered,

considering that with this discovery hy Frederick Banting, 
together with Charles Best, millions of sick persons, formerly condemned to 
die, have been saved, including those who, requiring an operation, were 
unable to undergo it, and that Banting's insulin today makes it possible 
to save them,

interpreting the feelings of reverence and gratitude that all the 
delegates of the medical profession at the XVIIIth International Red Cross 
Conference have for the memory and personality of Frederick Banting, 
renowned, outstanding and modest, whose greatest satisfaction was in 
doing goiod to his fellowmen, free from vanity and without expecting 
praise, that is to say a true Samaritan of the Red Cross,

remembering the discovery of insulin, which marks an epoch 
in the history of the cure of diabetes, a serious illness that afflicts 
the peoples of all continents,

considering that there is nothing more beautiful - and infinitely 
superior to the monuments that may be dedicated and decorations that may 
be conferred - than the expression of the feelings and the gratitude 
cf mankind for those who have saved mankind quietly and without ostentation, 
as FrGqerick Banting did with insulin, a fact Tfhich is identical with0 the 
aims of the Geneva Conventions,

requests the Secretary of the XVIIIth International Red Cross 
Conference, convened in Toronto, as a common expression of all the peoples 
of the world fathered here with the aims of peace, understanding and the 
saving of lives, to pay tribute to the memory of the scholar Frederick 
Banting by sending this resolution to.the institute of the University 
of Toronto which bears his name, whose laboratories are still imbued 
with the immortal spirit of the learned Master,

request?that it be presented to Charles Best, his collaborator 
in the discovery,

requests the Assembly to remain standing for a minute of silence 
in tribute to his memory,

requests that a wreath of flowers be placed, as a'tribute of the 
XVIIIth Internation:-1 Rod Cross Conference, on his monument,"

This Resolution was c ommunicated-.to the Banting Institute of the 
Toronto University, as well as to Mr, Charles Best.

35

Activities of the Junior Red C_ros_s_ Bureau 
of the League _of Red Cross Societies

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken note of the repori concerning the activity of the 

Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League of Red Cross Societies during the 
period 1948-1952,

expresses its complete satisfaction:··with the effective manner in 
which the above-mentioned Bureau, in spite of unfavourable circumstances, 
has acquitted itself of its delicate and complex task,"

This Resolution called for no action.
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36

The Junior Red. Cross and Peace

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering the influencesto which youth is subjected and the 

considerable role played by youth in international life,
considering that the Red Cross should use its influence and its 

prestige to educate youth in the spirit of the Red Cross which is that 
of peace,

considering that such an education of youth is a considerable and 
concrete Red Cross contribution towards the maintenance of universal 
peace,

recommends to National Societies that they exert their efforts 
for the education of youth in the spirit of international fraternity, 
solidarity and the maintenance of peace,"

This Resolution was forwarded to all the Rational Societies,

The League has done all it can to help the National Sections 
and t.o coordinate their endeavours. The special plans launched to 
stimulate the International School Correspondence and School Art 
Programmes are worthy of mention in this connection: 20 to 30 National 
Sections have taken part in one or other of.these schemes.

Assistance has also been given by the League in organising 
international Junior Red Cross exhibitions, at the request of the Rational 
Sections of the following countries: Australia, Canada, Chile, 
Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Great Britain, Ireland, Japan, Norway, Peru, 
Rumania and Turkey.

In all, ever 50 Rational Sections have responded to one or 
other of the requests transmitted to them, and these events have quite 
obviously greatly contributed to the establishment of friendly relations 
among the different countries c oncerned.

Another important element in the efforts made to carry out 
the International Friendship Programme has been the Organisation of Inter
national Study Centres (see below, Resolution No 39)* In this connection, 
it should be pointed out that the 13 travel grants obtained from UNESCO in 
1953 - 54 - 55 - 56 for young Junior Red Cross leaders, have had very 
satisfactory effects by considerably extending the circle of Rational 
Sections which have established direct contacts by the exchange of Juniors, 
The National Societies of the following countries have benefited from 
these travel grants:
1953 - Belgium (Belgian Congo) - Ecuador - Jordan - Turkey
1954 ~ Australia - India- Indonesia - Thailand
1955 — Greece - Japan,- Yugoslavia
1956 - Chile - Poland,·

Various articles on the theme of the "Junior Red Cross and 
Peace" have appeared in the 30 odd magazines published by the Rational 
Sections of the Junior Red Cross, and in the "Junior Red Cross Newsletter" 
published by the League Secretariat,
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Finally, it should he pointed out that the Junior Red Cross 
Advisory Committee, at its sessions in May 1953 and September 1955» 
devoted a large part of its work to the International Friendship Programme 
of the Junior Red Cross, thus demonstrating the importance of all activities 
conducive to the establishment of peaceful relations among the peoples.

37

The Junior Red Cross and Educational Problems

"The XYIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
a) recommends that the National Societies formulate, in colla

boration with teachers in primary and secondary schools, in technical 
and professional schools, appropriate programmes for the Junior Red Cross 
Sections, namely programmes for children attending elementary and primary 
schools, other programmes for adolescents, taking into accounr the social 
and psychological tendencies peculiar to the respective age groups,

recommends further to National Junior Red Cross Sections that 
they appeal for suggestions from the Junior themselves, and carefully 
consider their wishes in order to adapt programmes to their spontaneously 
expressed interestf

b) considers it a paramount duty to express to educational 
authorities, to inspectors of schools, and to countless schoolmasters and 
schoolmistresses in both primary and secondary schools, the deep gratitude 
of the International Red Cross for the kindly, comprehensive and generous 
assistance which they have never ceased to give to the activities .of' the 
Red Cross and its Junior Sections,

' asks them to continue to give their active collaborâtion and 
sympathy,"

This Resolution was forwarded to all the National Societies,

In many countries, the National Sections of the Junior Red Cross 
have secured growing cooperation from the educational authorities and 
members of the teaching.profession. The League in its advice to National 
Sections, and especially to those recently formed, has emphasized the 
importance of support from members of the teaching profession.

Appeal has been made In many countries to the initiative and 
sense of responsibility of the Juniors themselves by the establishment 
of inter-school councils on the local, regional or national levels.
Several National Sections have invited their elder Juniors to attend 
their general assemblies and other important meetings.

The text of Resolution No 37 was forwarded to the Ministries of 
Public Education and, through their intermediary, to the members of the 
teaching corps, as an expression of appreciation for the manner in which 
they have helped the Junior Red Cros s in its work.
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38

Exchange of Visits “between Junior Red. Gross Sections

"The XVIIIth International Red. Cross Conference,
recommends to all National Junior Red Cross Sections that they 

increase to the limit of their financial resources the international 
exchange of visits between Junior groups-,

reminds such organizations that to contribute successfully to 
the ideals of international friendship these visits must be prepared care
fully and well in advance,

invites the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League of Red Cross 
Societies to promote such exchange visits, particularly by providing 
to National Sections all the pertinent documented;ion at its disposal."

This Resolution was forwarded to all the National Societies,

Exchanges of Juniors have continued mainly between National 
Sections of bordering or neighbouring countries. It should be pointed out 
that National Sections, in accordance with Resolution No 39 (see below), 
have however concentrated their efforts on the International Study Centres 
of the Junior Red Cross,

The League has circulated information on exchanger.visits, 
and has assisted National Sections when so requested.

39

International Junior Red Cross Centres

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
noting the encouraging results achieved by the international 

training centres organized under the auspices of the National Junior 
Red Cross Sections of the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and Prance, 
at Woudscheten, Barnett Hill, and the Chateau des Mesnuls, respectively, 

recommends to National Sections in general,and particularly to 
Sections situated in the same geographical region, that they study 
the possibility of organizing similar centres,

invites the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League of Red Cross 
Societies to give all possible technical assistance to such studies, to 
ensure the co-ordination of the preliminary work, and to distribute all 
useful information among National Sections,"

This Resolution was forwarded to. 11 the National Societies,

It is satisfactory to note that since 1952, the system of Junior 
Red Cross International Study Centres has been considerably extended, 
and an increasing number of National Sections are now interested,

r? ■ '>
Prom 1953 to 1956, 13 International Study Centres were organized 

by the National Sections of the following countries: Australia, Belgium, 
Canada, German Federal Republic, Great Britain, Ireland, Italy, Luxemburg,



The Netherlands, Sweden (jointly with Denmark, Finland and Norway), 
Turkey, United States and Yugoslavia.

The total number of participants was approximately 1,C00 ' 
Juniors represented by 55 National Sections of the Junior Red Cross,

The League took part in the preparatory and executive'work 
of all these centres, and in most cases was represented at them. The 
experience gained was turned to profit and the League's conclusions 
submitted to the Junior Red'Cross Advisory Committee at its sessions in 
May 1955 and September 1955»
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40

C0-operation _of Adults and Young People 
in _t he_ R e d C r 0 s s

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering that the Junior Red Cross can prosper only if it. 

is an integral part of the Red Cross",
considering that in certain countries the adult Red Cross continues 

to display indifference and in some cases lack of understanding towards 
Junior Red Cross Sections,

Considering that it is dangerous to create or to maintain limits 
or dividing lines between the Junior Sections and’the adult committees,

considering further that it indispensable that Juniors and adults 
be brought together in common activities,

draws the attention of National Societies to the present 
difficulty of recruiting active Red Cross voluntary workers,

considering that, although the Red Cross can number in its ranks 
many members of long standing, faithful to its tradition of devotion, 
as well as members of the Junior Sections, it cannot be denied that 
these is bevween these two groups of active supporters a gap which will 
v/iden and which can be filled only by the immediate admission and complete 
and unreserved assimilation of former members of the Junior Red Cross 
into all committees and sections of National Societies,

calls the attention of National Societies to the danger^that may 
result from the attitude, sometimes negative, or lacking in under
standing, of cerxain National Societies with regard to the Junior Red 
Cross,"

This Resolution was forwarded co all the National Societies,

Satisfactory progress has been made in many countries in associating 
the elder'Juniors with the activities and responsibilities of the adult 
Red Cress,

The League has reminded National Sections of the importance 
of this, point on every occasion, emphasizing the principle of the unity 
of the Red Cross,

The Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee once again drey; the 
attention of. the. Executive Committee and the National Societies to the
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necessity cf practical cooperation by adolescent students and young workers 
in adult Red Cross activities (see Recommendation adopted by the Executive 
Committee at its September 1955 session (Resolution No 7))«

41

Contacts between the Junior Red Cross 
and International Youth Organizations

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
approves the policy followed tc date by the Secretariat of the 

League of Red Cross Societies, and its Junior Red Cross Bureau, in their 
relations with international youth organisations, or organizations interested 
in youth problems,

recommends that the League of Red Cross Societies' maintain and 
develop contacts will all such organizations, governmental or non
governmental, for the foilowing purposes?

a) to propagate humanitarian principles as provided for in 
fundamental principle.No, /[ adopted by the Board of Governors cf the 
League of Red Cross Societies, in 1948?

b) to finance to the greatest extent possible the regular publica
tion either of a single magazine or of two separate magazines, one of
Which will be for Juniors of primary and elementary schools, and the 
other for adolescents, in order to establish and maintain liaison 
between members of the Junior Red ..Cross,

c) to promote the maximum 'direct and effective participation
of Juniors in the daily responsibilities of the Red Cross and. call upon 
them to give advice and make suggestions concerning drafting and 
implementation of practical programmes conforming to their spontaneous 
psychological interests, a

d) to devote special attention to the training -if officers with
a view to selecting the most qualified, ...

e) to entrust the direction of the-National Junior Red Cross 
Section to someone who has a dynamic personality and who is aware of the' 
needs of the Juniors and able to take bold initiative} and to ensure 
him employment conditions worthy of his duties, which are. of vital 
importance for the very future of the Red Cross,"

This Resolution was forwarded to all the National Societies.

The League, for its part, has scrupulously'respected its 
mandate by developing its practical cooperation with international 
organisations of young people, or concerned with young people, of a 
technical and non political character, mainly on the occasion of or 
following conferences, seminars, and technical meetings convoked by 
UNESCO, '

The exchange of publications with young people's organizations 
as a whole has been continued. It should be noted that the activities of 
the Red Cross and Junior Red Cross are increasingly well-known and 
appreciated by the 120 non-governmental organizations enjoying 
consultative status with UNESCO. The election of the League to the
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Executive Committee of these organizations (Paris, June 1956) is proof 
cf this.

It goes without saying that in its relations with non Red 
Cross organizations the League has carefully emphasized the special 
position of the Red Cross in view of its fundamental principles.

42

Responsibilities of the Red Cross Towards the Junior
Red Cross

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
recalling Resolution 62, adopted at the XVIIth International 

Red Cross Conference, held in Stockholm in 1948·» as well as Resolution 
No. 2 adopted by the Executive Committee of the League of Red Cross 
Societies at its meeting of December 1951? and later ratified by the 
Board of Governors in Toronto in July 1952 ,

considering the fundamental importance of the role of the Junior 
Red Cross as regards the existence and future expansion of the Red Cross, 

bearing in mind that the Junior Red Cross is aft integral part of 
the Red Cross,

urges National Societies;
a) to take all necessary stepsin.order to ensure the most extensive 

possible distribution of information concerning the objectives, principles, 
methods and concrete achievements of the Junior Red Cross, in particular
by contacts with governmental authorities, schfd commissions, teachers' 
professional organizations, parents' associations, etc., and by radio 
talks, various publications, reports in the daily press and pBriodicals, 
televised publier by'meetings, organization of competitions and'public 
demonstrations, etc.,

b) to finance to the greatest extent' possible the regular publica
tion either of a single magazine or of two. separate magazines, one of
Tfhich will be for Juniors of primary and elementary, schools, and the 
other for adolescents, in order to establish and maintain liaison 
between members of the Junior Red Gross,

c) to promote the maximum direct and effective participation 
of Juniors in the daily responsibilities of the Red Cross and call upon 
them to give advice and make suggestions concerning drafting and 
implementation of practical programmes conforming to their spontaneous 
psychological interests,

d) to devote special attention to the training of officers with 
a view to selecting the most qualified,

e) to .ntrust the direction of the National Junior Red Cross 
Section to someone who has a dynamic personality and who is aware of the 
needs of the Juniors and able to take bold initiative,· and to ensure him 
employment conditions worthy of his duties, which are of vital importance 
for the very future of the Red Cross."

This Resolution was forwarded to all National Societies.
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Definite progress has been made in many countries as regards 
the support given by the National Societies to their Junior Sections, 
but the Societies as a whole are far from having fully achieved the aims 
defined in this Resolution. There is no doubt that in many cases, it is 
the financial side of the problem which has kept the Societies back.

The Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee considered it advisable 
to stress ence again the responsibility of the National Societies towards 
their Junior Sections, in a recommendation to the Executive Committee 
adopted by the latter at its session in September 1955 (Resolution 
No 7) .

43

Appointment of Members of the Standing Commission 
of the International Red Cross,

"TheXVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
appoints as members of the Standing C ommission of the Inter

national Red Cross for the period 1952-1956? The Hon. Rajkumari Amrit 
Kaur (India), H.E. Ambassador A, Frangois-Poncet'(France), Mr; James T. 
Nicholson (U.S.A.), Prof, Boris Pachkcv (U.S.S.R,), Mr. Tom I, Sloper, 
(Brazil). "

This Resolution called for nc action.

44

Place and Date of the XIXth International Red Cross
C inference

"The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
gratefully accepts the invitation of the Indian Red Cross to 

hold the XJXth International Red Cross Conference in India,
leaves it to the Standing Commission of the International Red 

Cross to fix the date of this Conference."

At its meeting on 29 September 1955? the Standing Commission 
proposed that the XIXth Conference should ^pen either on 7 October 1956 
•r on 21 January 1957· For practical reasons, and'also on account cf 
climate, the date of 21 January vias finally chosen.

P.6652/mlc/21.9.56.


