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The Red Cross, A factor of Peace throughout the World

The Red Cross, which came into being on a battle-field, 
was, in its conception, a reaction to the horrors of war.

The whole movement is imbued with a spirit of humanity. 
Inspired by that principle, it fights suffering, asks that human 
life should be respected, and that everyone should be given 
humane treatment.

In the name of that principle the wounded and sick 
are cared fox, prisoners have a status which gives them certain 
rights, and civilians are protected, enjoying, in the event of. 
internment, a status similar to that of prisoners of war.

True peace -.-that is, peace with justice - also res
pects the human being and protects life; it may rightly be said, 
therefore, that the Red Cross spirit can be identified with the 
spirit of Peace.

The International Red Cross Conferences have, on several 
occasions, given expression to these general ideas, and defined 
the aspirations of the universal Red Cross movement in the ser
vice of Peace.

Immediately after the Pirst World War, in 1921, the 
Xth International Red Cross Conference, held in Geneva, decided 
to address an appeal to all peoples "to combat the spirit of 
war which is still rife throughout the world".

In 1923, the Xlth Conference expressed "the desire 
that the Red Cross assert itself on all occasions as a symbol 
of peace, believing that this conception is not at variance with 
the ideal of the founders of the Red Cross but is in complete 
harmony with the spirit and tradition of the institution".

The XIVth Conference, held in Brussels in 1930, was 
given an address by M. Max Huber, then President of the ICRC, 
on "The Red Cross ; a Factor in International Rapprochement".
In conformity with the conclusions reached in that address, the 
Conference expressed the view that "the National Societies - 
extending over all countries .... represent a moral force in 
international affairs and an element of mutual aid and reconci
liation between peoples...,", and brought "the support of its 
moral force and prestige to the world movement towards com
prehension and conciliation, the essential guarantees for the 
maintenance of peace....".
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In Tokyo, in 1934, "the XVth Conference expressed the 
hope that all National Societies would "amplify their action 
against war and in favour of a better understanding between na
tions by every means at their disposal".

The XVIIth Conference, held in Stockholm in 1948, was 
still more explicit. After reaffirming the institution’s 
"abhorrence of war'5, it decided to "extend and strengthen the 
Junior Red Cross Movement in all countries, with a view to 
creating better understanding and mutual respect amongst millions 
of young people in all parts of the world". In addition, the 
Conference adopted a long and detailed declaration issued by the 
Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies, which 
stated, in particular : "The unique character of the Red Cross.... 
enables these humanitarian activities to take on added signifi
cance for the preservation of peace, because the actions are 
prompted by the same basic humanitarian considerations and con
ducted under the common symbol universally recognised throughout 
the world. The actions whereby Red Cross members and groups 
relieve suffering through the extension of aid to the sick and 
helpless, to the refugee and to the homeless, and to the victims 
of war or catastrophe are practical, productive measures in the 
cause of peace

The last International Conference (Toronto, 1952) con
firmed these different resolutions, and recalled that the Red 
Cross not only constituted "a material force serving humanity 
but, above all, a moral and spiritual force, uniting the world 
in a common spirit of brotherhood".

Because it is that moral force, and in spite of unto
ward events, the Red Cross has thus never ceased to make appeals 
in favour of peace« Always ready to assist the victims of war, 
it has a greater knowledge than many other institutions of the 
suffering caused by war, and can uphold its humanitarian tra
ditions by adjuring governments to maintain peace in order to 
prevent that suffering. But although the apolitical character 
of the Red Cross sets certain limits to its possibilities of 
intervention in the field of the prevention of war, it increases 
the latter's authority by ensuring that such intervention is 
entirely dissociated from partisan feeling.

India, where the International Red Cross Conference is 
meeting today, has just celebrated the 2,500th Parinirvana of 
Buddha, and we must remember that the main tenet of Buddhist 
ethics is the prohibition of the killing of living beings or, 
as one says in Sanskrit, making attempts on their lives (1).

(1) Professor Paul Demiévilles "The Spirit of Impartial Bene
volence in the Ancient Civilizations of the Par Wast", Revue 
internationale de la Croix-Rouge, English Supplement 
February, 1955, p. 25.



On a battle-field, 2,300 years ago, this principle had already 
inspired the great King Asoka to make the same gesture as Henry 
Dunant at Solferino.,

May the return to the common origin of the humanitarian 
spirit lead the world to a better understanding of the fact, as 
stated by Dr. Schweizer on the occasion of the 125th anniversary 
of Henry Dunant's birth, that a human being is called upon to 
act with the compassion and self-sacrifice which form his funda
mental nature, and that peoples - associations of human beings - 
should act likewise.

In this message, sent out from Asoka's country, the 
Red Cross appeals once again for the maintenance of peace, and 
reiterates.its determination to continue to contribute, by works 
of charity carried out, day by day, by its millions of members, 
to the building up of peace«



DRAFT RESOLUTION

submitted jointly by the International Committee of the Red Cross 
and the League of Red Gross Societies

The Red Cross as a Factor for World Peace

The 19th International Conference of the Red Cross, 
meeting in New Delhi, confirms its previous Resolutions for peace,

Considering the unique character of Red Cross member
ship represented by the 110,000,000 men, women and children, 
united in 75 countries by the National Red Cross (Red Crescent,
Red Lion and Sun) Societies, which in turn are grouped together 
in the League of' Red Cross Societies,

Whereas the numerous moral and material demonstrations 
of fellowship by the Red Cross on the international level, without 
discrimination and to the exclusion of all political considera
tions, represent a most efficacious contribution of the Red Cross 
to peace among the nations,

Expresses the heartfelt desire that by the maintenance 
of peace humanity may be spared from new and incalculable 
suffering,

Exhorts the governments to neglect no endeavour to 
settle their disputes in a pacific manner and in all their acts 
to obey the ideal of human fellowship and the humanitarian prin
ciples recognized by all nations,

Recommends the National Societies,

To cultivate their mutual relations, in order to develop 
the understanding and agreement indispensable for the elimination 
of discord among themselves and, through their intermediary, 
among the nations,

To increase the number of their actions for mutual 
assistance in order that these may contribute to strengthening 
their solidarity, without respect to frontiers, and thus keep 
alive amongst all peoples the ideal of peace, which humanity 
cannot and must not cease to make its goal.


