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INTRODUCTION

The International Committee of the Red Cross has 
submitted for your attention its  Annual Reports and the Summary 
Report for the period 1952 to 1956. This Provisional Report for 
the f ir s t  half-year of 1957 is a supplement to the Summary Report 
of our work in the interval between the XVIIIth and .XIXth In
ternational Red Cross Conferences.

A study of these documents w ill afford ample evidence, 
we trust, of the International Committee's e fforts to help the 
victims of con flic ts  in their many and varied forms. They show 
the diversity, and also the magnitude, of the tasks undertaken 
throughout the world during the past five years, especially during 
the tragic events in Hungary, and at the time of the Suez co n flic t . 
The understanding attitude adopted by public authorities, the co
operation of numerous charitable organisations, and the untiring 
work of many persons within the International Red Cross movement 
emphasise the great significance of these a c t iv it ie s .

We have travelled a long way since the Red Cross was 
founded nearly a hundred years ago. A great deal s t i l l  remains 
to be done to relieve human suffering; for a ctiv it ie s  which 
cover nearly a l l  forms of d istress, goodwill is  not enough; the 
immensity of the need requires that vast resources should be 
available.

In other fie ld s  of work -  whether they concern the 
legal protection of the population from the e ffects  of war, 
assistance to p o lit ica l detainees, or our continued e fforts to
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give a universal character to the Geneva Conventions in their 
amplified and revised versions of 1949 -  marked progress has also 
been made, which w ill enable the ICRC and the International Red 
Cross to pursue their s tr ic t ly  humanitarian mission with every 
chance of success.

The quality of the results obtained with the means 
now at our disposal is the consequence of the unfailing e fforts  
made by our predecessors to place our organisation on a solid 
foundation. It is also a proof of the experience and devotion 
to duty of those now serving the ICRC, in fu ll  unity of thought 
and action, at the Geneva headquarters or in delegations outside 
Switzerland. Their enthusiasm and attachment to principle, 
whatever post they hold, have made it  possible, when the moment 
has arisen, to give increasingly e ffective  aid to the victims 
of events. These results are also due to a very flex ib le  adminis
trative system which takes into account every aspect of the type 
of situation which seems likely  to come upon us with less and 
less warning.

Leopold Boissier, 
President,

International Committee 
of the Red Cross
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MAJOR EMERGENCY ACTIONS

Hungary -  The Annual Report for 1956 places emphasis on one of 
the most important r e l ie f  actions of the post-war period, carried 
out on behalf of the Hungarian people during the last months 
of the year.

During the f ir s t  half of 1957 the ICRC continued to 
give this assistance in accordance with the agreements concluded 
with the league of Red Cross S ocieties , the Hungarian Red Cross 
and Hungarian Government, and the United Nations. It was made 
possible by the movement of solidarity  throughout the world and 
particularly among the National Red Cross Societies, which had 
recourse to the International Committee's services. The latter 
is aware that some Governments and National Societies also gave 
considerable direct assistance to Hungary. With their jo in t 
e fforts  it  was thus possible to cope with a serious cr is is  by 
providing for the most urgent material needs.

The main features of this r e l ie f  action have been 
described in the Report on the R elief Action in Hungary, October 
1956 -  June 1957. This report, specia lly  prepared for members 
of the delegations to the International Red Cross Conference, 
has been deposited at the Conference Bureau. It w ill later be 
communicated to the member Governments of the United Nations and 
the institutions which took part in the operations. Incidentally, 
the tota l number of personal history cards for Hungarian refugees 
received in Geneva amounted to 250,000 by June 30.

Egypt -  The previous report gave a detailed account of the re
l i e f  action undertaken by the ICRC in connection with the events 
in the Near East, in agreement with the parties to the co n flic t .
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After the close of h o s t ilit ie s , the delegates of the 
ICRC continued to give the aid of the International Red Cross 
( l)  to prisoners of war, who were repatriated under its  auspices 
and in the presence o f the United Nations forces; l is t s  of Bygptian 
military personnel who died in captivity were transmitted through 
Geneva to the Egyptian authorities and envelopes containing per
sonal belongings handed over immediately to the Eygptian Embassy 
in Berne (2) to refugees and sick persons in Port Said on whose 
behalf important distributions of r e l ie f  supplies have been made 
(3) to aliens affected by the events, under detention or interned, 
with a view to improving their conditions and reducing their 
period of detention (4) to the stateless (of whom the majority 
were Jews) deprived of natural protection and whom circumstances 
obliged to leave Egypt; during the six months under review the 
ICRC took charge of their transport by sea, in eight convo3's , to 
Greek and Italian ports. Afterwards they continued on their jour
ney to Israel, or other countries in Europe, America and Austra
las ia .

Table I : Collective transports of stateless persons from Egypt
and Italy

Date of Date of Number of
Vessels Destination departure arrival passengers

"MISR" Naples 2.1.57 6.1.57 967
"MISR" Piraeus 21.1.57 23.1.57 813
"MISR" Piraeus 8.2.57 10.2.57 808
"MECCA" Piraeus 4.3.57 6.3.57 1,113
"MECCA" Piraeus 20.3.57 22.3.57 933
"MECCA" Piraeus 8.4.57 10.4.57 793
"MECCA" Piraeus 11.5.57 13.5.57 608
"CORINTHIA" Piraeus 30.6.57 2.7.57 180
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ASSISTANCE TO POLITICAL DETAINEES AND VICTIMS OP INTERNAL 
DISTURBANCES

On a s tr ic t ly  humanitarian basis the ICRC has con
tinued its  e fforts  to assist p o lit ica l detainees.

Table II shows that from January 1 to June 30, 1957, 
153 places of detention were v isited , as compared to 68 for the 
corresponding period in 1956.

The delegates o f the ICRC made a thorough survey of 
liv ing  conditions in prison establishments, assembly, screening 
and transit centres and "rehabilitation” v illages and studied 
the detainees’ working conditions. In a ll cases the Internatio
nal Committee's representatives were granted the necessary 
fa c i l i t ie s  by the authorities for carrying out their mission.

The points noted during these missions, and sugges
tions for improvements in detention conditions, were duly in
cluded in the reports which, following the usual procedure, 
were sent to the Governments concerned.
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Table II : V isits to Places of Detention

1957

Africa
Algeria
Kenya

Middle East
Cyprus
Egypt
Israel

Asia
Japan
Korea
Malaya

Europe
Austria

German Federal Republic
Greece
Hungary
Poland
Spain

1956
First First Second
half-year half-year half-yea

121 61 6
48 61 6
73 —

7 1 30
3 — —

2 1 18
2 — 12

1 3 3
1 1 2
— 2 —

— — 1

24 3 10
— — 1

ic 1 — —

14 - —

8 3 5
— — 2
1 — —

- - 2

153 68 49Total
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THE RE-UNITING OF EMILIES

Table III gives a general view of the operations for 
re-uniting fam ilies up to June 30, 1957.

Germans from Eastern Europe ("Volksdeutsche") -  Luring the f ir s t  
half-year, about 48,000 persons of German origin rejoined their 
fam ilies. The transfers took place from Poland to the German 
Federal Republic and Austria by organised convoys (nearly 46,000 
persons) or individual journeys; from Jugoslavia (1,642 persons), 
and Hungary, Rumania and Czechoslovakia (about 300 persons). Thus 
the number of direct beneficiaries of these operations, which up 
to Lecember 31, 1956, was about 142,000 had risen to over 190,000 
by the end of June 1957.

The role of the ICRC which in itiated this action and 
developed it  over the past seven years, d iffers  according to the 
cases involved. When it  is a matter of "Volksdeutsche" of mixed 
origin, or whose nationality it  is often d if f ic u lt  to establish, 
the ICRC deals with the operations in close contact with the Red 
Cross S ocieties. I f , however, the persons to be transferred are 
German nationals, from Poland in particular, the work is assumed 
by the German and Polish Red Cross Societies which keep the ICRC 
informed. Progress of the operations also varies from one country 
to another. In some countries it  has been possible for most of 
the fam ilies to be re-united; in others some few thousand 
"Volksdeutsche" have been waiting since the end of the war to 
be resettled , either in the country i t s e l f  or in other lands.

Greece -  Thanks to the joint activ ity  of the League, the ICRC 
and the Red Cross Societies concerned, some Greek nationals (20 
adults and 2 children) le ft  Rumania early in the year and pro
ceeded to Australia.
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Jugoslavia -  The cases submitted by the Jugoslav Red Cross con
tinue to be studied in conjunction with various National S ocieties.

Discussions, in itia ted  by the ICRC, are in progress 
in other countries (especially in Korea), concerning the re 
uniting of fam ilies.

Table III -  General S tatistics concerning the Re-uniting of 
Families

As on December 31, 1956............................ 142,864
" " June 30, 1957 :

Greeks .................................................... 48,000
Jugoslav ia ...........................................  .....

Total to the end of the f ir s t  half-year 190,886

MATERIAL AND FINANCIAL MEASURES

The transmission and distribution of r e lie f  supplies, 
including g ifts  from other sources, in the event of a con flic t  
is part of the traditional work of the ICRC.

The latter must be ready to act as a neutral inter
mediary at a ll times; in such cases it  has to ascertain the needs, 
seek for donors and make every e ffo r t  to induce a ll parties to 
recognise the principle of the fa irest possible distribution in 
accordance with the requirements.

During the period covered by this report, the ICRC 
had to carry out numerous r e lie f  programmes, varying from a few
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clothing and food parcels to the vast undertaking o f transport, 
warehousing and distribution of r e l ie f  supplies for the Hungarian 
people. Considerable quantities of r e lie f  supplies were sent to 
Egypt, where the ICRC also gave its  services in assisting state
less persons, and helping them to leave the country. In other 
areas, in Africa, the Middle East and Asia, where events made 
i t  necessary, it  distributed r e lie f  supplies to various categories 
of persons in need. In M orocco,especially, it  started an emer
gency r e lie f  action on behalf of Algerian refugees in the Oujda 
area; this aid was financed partly by the International Committee's 
own funds and partly by donations i t  collected for the purpose. 
Moreover, i t  continued its  traditional work in Greece on behalf 
of the civ ilian  population and p o lit ica l detainees, and in several 
European countries, in particular on behalf of the war-disabled.

Table IV -  Summary table of R elief Supplies up to June 50. 1957

Countries
Algeria

Value in Sw.Er
30,000
10,000Cyprus

Egypt
Greece

1,061,000
210,000

59,700,000Hungary
Italy 
Eor ea

11,000
58,000

xMor occo 
Nepal 
Tunisia 
Various

260,000
3 ,000
7.000
8 .0 0 0

Total for the f ir s t  half-year 61,358,000
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DISTRIBUTION BY CATEGORIES GE BENEFICIARIES

Sick and homeless and persons in distress
Refugees and stateless persons
Detainees, internees and persons in 

assigned residence
Wounded and disabled persons and 

prisoners of war

Sw. Fr.

59,735,000
1,291,000

308,000

24,000

Total for the f ir s t  half-year 61,358,000

TRAINING OF MEDICAL PERSONNEL

The International Committee's contribution towards 
the training of medical personnel and the preparation of equip
ment, in conjunction with National Red Cross Societies and the 
League, is  one of the important tasks arising under its  Statutes.

During the half-year the ICRC has given every care 
to the training of voluntary medical personnel on the basis of 
Red Cross principles and the Geneva Conventions. The attention 
of the delegates of Governments signatory to the Conventions, 
and National Societies, meeting at New Delhi, may be drawn to 
the report published by the ICRC last year entitled "Nursing 
duties, organisation, enrolment and training of professional and 
auxiliary personnel for their duties in time of war". Another 
report was published early this year on the subject (1).

(1) Nurses and the Geneva Conventions of 1949 by J.P. Schoen- 
holzer, Geneva 1957 -  French, English and German
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The period referred to in this report was marked by 
the sixteenth distribution of the Florence Nightingale Medal to 
nurses and voluntary aids who have given distinguished service 
in exceptional circumstances. Distributions are made every two 
years. On this occasion the ICRC awarded the Medal to 31 candidates 
(nurses and voluntary aids) presented by 22 National Societies 
(in 1955 awards were made to 28 candidates of seventeen different 
nation a lities. A l i s t  of the recipients in 1957 is given below 
stating the Red Gross Society in whose service they were engaged).

Award of the Florence Nightingale Medal in 1957 

National Societies

1. AUSTRALIA Miss Joan Abbott,
Professional Nurse and Midwife

2. BOLIVIA Señorita Ana Maria Cermak, 
Professional Nurse

3. CANADA Miss Helen G. McArthur, 
Professional Nurse

4. CHILE Señorita Maria Luisa Torres de 
la  Cruz,
Voluntary Aid

5. DENMARK Sister Eva Lyngby, 
Professional Nurse

6. DENMARK Miss Zelna Mollerup, 
Professional Nurse

7. ZINLAND Miss Sigrid Eleonora Larsson, 
Professional Nurse and Health V isitor

8. ERANCE Mademoiselle .Anne Valette, 
Professional Nurse

9. FRANCE Mademoiselle Jeanne Le Camus, 
Professional Nurse

10. GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC Frau Oberin Regine Kohler, 
Professional Nurse

•i—1 i—1 GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC Frau Oberin Clare Port, 
Professional Nurse

12. ICELAND Miss Sigridur Bachmann, 
Professional Nurse
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National Societies Recipients
13. INDIA Miss Tehmina K. Adranvala, 

Professional Nurse and Midwife
14. INDIA Miss Ellen Lund, 

Professional Nurse
13. INDIA Miss Rosetta Sheridan, 

Professional Nurse and Midwife
16. ITALY Signorina Mimy Rigat Macchi, 

Voluntary Aid
17. ITALY Signorina Bice Enriques, 

Professional Nurse
18. JAPAN Miss Hisako Nagashima, 

Professional Nurse
19. JAPAN Miss Chiyo Mikami, 

Professional Nurse
20. JORDAN Miss Nabiha Salameh Wirr, 

Professional Nurse and Midwife
21. KOREA (NORTH) Sister Kuk Sin-bok, 

Professional Nurse
22. KOREA (NORTH) Sister Li Myong-oo, 

Professional Nurse

•t<-\C\J KOREA (SOUTH) Mrs Hyo Chung Lee,
Professional Nurse and Midwife

24. LEBANON Mrs Marcelle Hoahar, 
Professional Nurse

25. LEBANON Mrs Eva Helou Serhal, 
Professional Nurse

26. NEW ZEALAND Mrs Catherine Lynette Wells, 
Professional Nurse

27. NORWAY Sister Martha Palm, 
Professional Nurse

28. PAKISTAN Miss Gladys Maure Hodgson, 
Professional Nurse and Midwife

29. UNITED KINGDOM Dame Elizabeth Cockayne, 
Professional Nurse and Midwife

30. UNITED STATES Mrs. Elizabeth II. Porter, 
Professional Nurse

31. UNITED STATES Miss MarionW. Sheahan, 
Professional Nurse
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The particulars of the allocations of income from 
Ihe Empress Shoken fund and the Augusta Fund, of which the pur
pose is to provide grants to National Red Cross Societies for 
their r e l ie f  work in peace-time, were given in the previous Annual 
Report.

THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

It is a permanent duty of the ICRC to promote the 
acceptance, by more and more people everywhere, of the principles 
which gave birth to the Red Cross movement,to arouse and maintain 
the wish to respect these principles and to strive to improve 
humanitarian law.

Among these a ctiv it ie s  of a general nature, special 
emphasis should be laid on the International Committee's work 
in connection with the recognition, the application and the 
dissemination of the Geneva Conventions. During the period under 
survey, six new ra tifica tion s or accessions took place, which 
brought the number of States party to the Conventions to 66 on 
June 30, 1957. Since that date the United Kingdom has deposited 
its  instrument of ra tifica tion  with the Swiss Federal Council, 
and the Democratic People’ s Republic of Korea has n otified  its  
accession.

Table V gives the l i s t  of ra tifica tion s and accessions 
as on June 30, 1957-
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Table V -  List of States party to the Geneva Conventions 
of August 12, 1949 as on June 30, 1957 (1)

Ko. Date Countries No.
1950

1 March 31 Switzerland 332 April 21 Jugoslavia 343 July 9 Monaco 354 Sept. 21 Liechtenstein 36
5 Get. 12 Chile 376 o < India 38
7 Dec. 19 Czechoslovakia 39

40
1951 41

8 Feb. 22 Holy See 42
9 March 7 Philippines 43

1C April 10 Lebanon 44
11 May 29 Jordan * 45
12 June 12 Pakistan 46
13 June 27 Denmark
14 June 28 France
15 July 6 Israel 47
16 Aug. 3 Norway 48
17 Dec. 17 Italy

1952 49
50

18 March 31 Union of South 51
Africa 52

19 May 14 Guatemala 53
20 Aug. 4 Spain 54
21 Sept. 3 Belgium 55
22 Oct. 29 Mexico 56
23 Nov. 10 Egypt 57

58
1953 59

24 April 21 Japan * 60
25 June 17 Salvador
26 July 1 Luxemburg
27 Aug. 27 Austria ol

c n
28 Aug. 29 San Marino *
29 Nov. 2 Syr ia 0 5

C. A30 Nov. 14 Rep.of Yiet o4
Nam * bp

31 Dec. 17 Nicaragua 66
32 Dec. 28 Sweden ( 67

68

Date Countries
1954

Feb. 10 Turkey
March 29 Liberia *
April 15 Cuba
May 10 U.S.3.R.
J une 1 Humant a
July 22 Bulgaria
Aug. 3 Byelorussian SSR
Aug. 3 Hungary
Aug. 3 Netherlands
Aug. 3 Ukrainian SSR
Aug. 11 Ecuador
Sept. 3 German Fed.Republic
Nov. 26 Poland
Dec. 29 Thailand

1955
Feb. 22 Finland
Aug. 22 United States of

1956 America
Feb. 10 Panama *
Feb. 13 Venezuela *
Feb. 14 Iraq *
Feb. 15 Peru
May 22 Libya *
June 5 Greece
July 26 Morocco *
Sept. 18 Argentine Republic
Sept. 26 Afghanistan
Oct. 29 Laos *
Nov. 30 German Dem.Republic
Dec. 28 People's Rep.of

1957 China

Feb. 20 Iran
April 11 Haiti *
May 4 Tunisia *
May 27 Albania
June 28 Dem.Rep.of Viet
June 29 Brazil Ham * 

United Kingdom 
Dem.Rep.of Korea)

* Accessions are shown by an asterisk
(1) Since June 30 the Conventions have been ra tifie d  by the

United Kingdom (September 23) and the Democratic Republic of 
Korea (August 27).
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Tris ICRC MD PUBLIC OPINION

In order to keep the general public informed of its  
numerous a ctiv itie s , the ICRC had recourse to a ll modern methods 
of publicity ; personal interviews, lectures ( l ) ,  publications, 
broadcasting, television  and film s.

The National Red Cross Societies show great interest 
in the International Committee's broadcasting programmes. During 
the recent events in Hungary and Suez, messages were broadcast 
daily in several languages, since circumstances prevented the 
use of other means of communication.

For the International Red Cross Day on May 8, an inter 
national broadcasting programme was prepared by the ICRC, in con 
junction with Radio-Genève, in which transmitting stations parti 
cipated in 18 countries: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, 
France, German Federal Republic, Greece, Italy, Jugoslavia, 
Luxemburg, Monaco, Norway, Pakistan, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the United Kingdom. A television  programme was 
also arranged with the League of Red Cross Societies and the 
Swiss Television Service ; i t  was based on documents and films 
made by the National Societies of the German Federal Republic, 
Norway and Sweden and news-reel services in several countries.
It was shown in Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Italy, Japan, 
Jugoslavia, Luxemburg, Monaco, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.

(1) Lectures by Mr. Léopold B oissier: Rotary Convention, Lucerne 
(May 22) and the First Session of the "Journées Médicales" 
in Brussels (June 1957): by Mr. R. Gallopin at the Annual 
General Assembly of the German Red Cross, Sarrebrucken (May 
1957) and by Mr. J. Pictet to student members of the Federal 
P o litica l Department, Berne (June 1957).
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Once again this year, on May 8, the Secretary General 
of the United Nations laid stress on the important humanitarian 
part played by the International Red Cross. The text of his 
message was as follows:

"Ten years ago a unanimous resolution of the United 
Nations General Assembly paid a worldwide tribute to the work 
of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies by drawing the atten
tion of Member States to the importance of assisting the establish 
ment of those voluntary national agencies, and of cooperating 
with them.

They have continued to win the gratitude of untold 
m illions by great and dedicated work to meet human needs during 
times of emergency.

In this tenth annual message on World Red Cross Nay,
8 May, I note with pleasure that in recent months the United Na
tions and the Red Cross have been d irectly  associated in certain 
humanitarian work. The International Committee of the Red Cross, 
by agreement, became the channel in Hungary for distributing the 
supplies obtained through United Nations contributions for r e l ie f  
to the Hungarian people. The League of Red Cross Societies, in 
the course of its  welfare work for refugees from Hungary, came 
into closer contact in that f ie ld  with the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. When, in the Middle East 
this year, the United Nations arranged and carried out the trans
fer of prisoners of war, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross lent valued assistance.

On the basis of recent experience I would f ir s t  like 
to take the opportunity to express gratitude to the Red Cross 
for the sk ill  and devotion of its  many workers during our work 
together.

To these examples o f direct cooperation between the 
United Nations and the Red Cross can be added countless other 
Red Cross actions serving the needs of peoples in time of emer
gency, and in many parts of the world. I would, therefore, like 
to pay a sincere and fu ll  tribute to the Red Cross not only for 
what it  has done in conjunction with the United Nations but also 
for its  much wider and traditional service to mankind which is 
universally recognized on 'World Red Cross Nay".
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DELEGATIONS AND MISSIONS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

The IGRC maintained its  permanent representatives in 
the Near East, Africa, America, Asia, Australasia and Europe. On 
June 30, 1957, i t  thus had delegates in 28 countries. The majority 
of its  representatives are recruited loca lly  among the Swiss 
communities abroad, and give their services voluntarily to the 
ICRC. In other countries where the ICRC has no resident delegates, 
the a ctiv it ie s  of the International Red Cross have been maintained 
and often developed by means of special missions sent from Geneva, 
further, observers of the ICRC have taken part in the principal 
meetings of the Europe Office of the United Nations in Geneva.

Position in the various areas -  The General-Delegate for the 
Middle East, Mr. David de Traz, remained in close contact with 
the authorities and National Societies which were formerly in 
regular contact with the ICRC Delegation in Cairo, to carry out 
work in connection with the events in Suez and their e ffects  in 
neighbouring countries. On several occasions the General-Delegate 
v isited  Cyprus on a humanitarian mission, and Saudi Arabia, Iraq, 
Jordan and the Sudan to hold discussions on questions of common 
in terest.

In Egypt -  Mr. M. Thudichum directed the ICRC Delegation in Cairo, 
assisted by Mr. E. Jaquet; their work has been in the best tra
dition  of ICRC representatives.

Mr. H. Junod, resident delegate in the Union of South 
Africa, carried out a special mission in Kenya, accompanied by 
Dr. L. Gailland from Geneva. Mr. C. Yautier and Mr. R. Vust, 
continued to f i l l  their posts of resident delegates of the ICRC 
in Morocco and Algeria, where events made it  necessary to send 
missions in which Mr. C. Pilloud, Mr. J.P. Schoenholzer, Mr. P. 
Gaillard and Dr. L. Gailland took part. Mr. G. Senn, in British 
Central Africa, continued to keep in regular touch with the loca l 
Red Cross branches.
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In America, the resident delegates, Mr. A. Benn in Mexico, Mr. 1. 
de Chambrier in the Argentine Republic, Mr. P. Gacon in Bolivia, 
Mr. E. Haegler in Brazil and Mr. W. Roethlisberger in Colombia, 
maintained close working contacts with Governments and Rational 
S ocieties .

In Asia, the ICRC continued to carry out its humanitarian duties 
through its  resident delegates, Mr. H. Angst, Japan, Mr. P. Cal- 
derara, Hong Kong, Mr. E. Dickenmann, Thailand, Mr. A. Leuenber- 
ger, Viet Ram, Mr. J. Mittner, the Philippines, Mr. H. Pfrunder, 
Malaya and Mr. W. Salzmann, Thailand.

In Australasia, the resident delegates, Mr. L. Bossard (New Zea
land) and Mr. H. Schweizer (Australia) made e fforts  to encourage 
the dissemination and exchange of documents and information on 
social questions, and shared in various r e l ie f  actions on behalf 
of refugees and stateless persons.

In Europe, the General-Delegate of the ICRC for the r e lie f  action 
in Hungary, Mr. G. Rutishauser ( l ) ,  Mr. E. Arbenz (Spain), Mr. L. 
Biaggi de Blasys and Mr. P. Burckhard (Ita ly ), Mr. G. Joubert 
(Austria), Mr. W. Michel, Dr. J. de Morsier and Mr. P. Boissier 
(Prance) have given very useful service in the development of 
the r e lie f  action programmes over the past six months. In Arolsen 
(Germany), Mr. Richolas Burckhardt and Mr. A. de Cocatrix con
tinued their a ctiv ity  in the management of the International 
Tracing Service.

(1) See Report on the R elief Action in Hungary -  October 1956 -  
June 1957, Geneva 1957
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Sundry missions 

Auschwitz

Beirut

Bonn
Düsseldorf

Brussels

Budapest,
Vienna

Geneva

Bonn

Budapest,
Vienna
Kenya

London 

New York

Prague

Rabat

German Democra
t ic  Republic

January

Examination of documents concerning former 
internees (Mr. Hoffmann and Mr. Jaquet)
General mission of the ICRC in the Middle East 
(Mr. de Iraz)
Mission concerning the International Tracing 
Service -  Press Conference on the aid given by 
the ICRC to the Hungarian people (Mr.Gallopin)
Participation of the International Red Cross 
in the preparation of the Brussels Exhibition 
in 1958 (Mr. Melley)
Discussions concerning the r e l ie f  action on 
behalf of the Hungarian people (Mr. Gallopin 
and Mr. Meyer)
XIXth Session of the Executive Council of the 
World Health Organisation (Dr. Grasset,
Mr. Schoenholzer, observers).
IVth Session of the Executive Committee of the 
United Nations Refugee Emergency Fund (UNRBF) 
(Mr. Gallopin, Mr. Coursier, Mme Mathez). 
Special Session of the Executive Committee of 
the Intergovernmental Committee for European 
Migration (Mme Mathez)

February
Discussions concerning the r e l ie f  action on be 
half of the Hungarian people (Mr. Gallopin)
Presidential mission -  Mr. Leopold Boissier

Survey of liv ing  conditions in the rehabilita 
tion centres in Kenya (Mr. Junod and Dr. Gail- 
land)
Exchange of views with the British Red Cross 
(Mr. Borsinger)
Discussions concerning the r e lie f  action on 
behalf of the Hungarian people (Mr. Michel and 
Mr. Meyer)
Exchange of views with the directors of the 
Red Cross (Mr. Beckh)
Exchange of views with the Moroccan authoritie 
(Mr. Pilloud)
Discussions concerning detention conditions: 
v is its  to prison establishments (Mr. Beckh)
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Bonn
March

Exchange of views with the German authorities 
(Mr. Beckh)

Budapest Discussions concerning the re-uniting of d is
persed Hungarian families (Mr. Guillermet)

German Federal 
Republic

V isit to detention centres (Mr. Beckh)

Cyprus V isits to places of detention (Mr. de Traz)

Athens
April

IXth Congress of the Association of Auditors 
and former Auditors of the Academy of Interna
tional Law; lecture on the Draft Rules for the 
Limitation of the Dangers incurred by the Ci
v ilian  Population in Time of War of the I CRC 
(Mr. Coursier)

Budapest
Dresden

Exchange of views concerning assistance to 
Hungarian war-disabled (Miss P firter)

Geneva Meeting of the Standing Commission of the In
ternational Red Cross at the ICRC headquarters 
(Mr. L. Boissier, President, Mr. F. Siordet 
Vice-President).
Vlth Session of the Intergovernmental Committee 
for European Migration (Mr. Gallopin, Mr. Cour
sier , Mr. Beckh).
Vth Conference on International Medical Law 
organised by the World Medical Association 
(Mr. P ictet, Mr. Schoenholzer)

Munich, Vienna Assistance to "Volksdeutsche" (Mr. Beckh)
Morocco First stage of a r e l ie f  mission on behalf of 

Algerian refugees in Morocco (Mr. Schoenholzer, 
Dr. Othenin-Girard)

Vienna R elief action on behalf of the Hungarian people 
(Mr. Gallopin)

Algeria
May

V isits to detention centres (Mr. Gaillard, 
Dr. Gailland)

Brussels,
Paris

Discussions on broadcasting with the Belgian 
and French Red Cross (Mr. G. Kuhne)

Frankfort Discussions concerning assistance to refugees 
(Mr. Gallopin, Mr. Wilhelm)
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Geneva

Karlsruhe

Rome

Saarbrücken
Sudan
Wiesbaden

Xth World Health Assembly (Mr. Grasset, Mr. 
O lgiati, observers).
Conference on the refugee problem organised by 
the NGO organisations interested in migration, 
and the Standing Conference of Voluntary Agencies 
working for Refugees (Mr. (Dlgiati, Mr. Coursier, 
Mr. Beckh, Mime Mathez)
Exchange of views with the German authorities 
concerning the prison system (Mr. Beckh)
Xlth Congress of the International Council of 
Nurses (Miss P firter)
General Assembly of the German Red Cross (Mr. 
Gallopin). Discussions with the Khartum authori
t ie s . IVth International Congress on C ivil 
Defence (Mr. Wilhelm)

Arolsen, Bonn

Brussels

Geneva

Jordan 

The Hague 

Tunisia 

Vienna

Zurich

June
Meeting of the Commission for the International 
Tracing Service (Mr. Pilloud)
XXIst Meeting of the "Journées médicales"
(Mr. L. Boissier, President)
Vth Session of the Executive Committee of UNREE 
(Mr. Coursier, Mr. Beckh, Mme Mathez).
Vllth General Conference of NGO in consultative 
status with the ECOSOC (Mr. Coursier)
Mission for discussions with the Amman authori
ties (Mr. de Traz)
V isit to the Netherlands Red Cross (Mr. L. 
Boissier, President)
Assistance to Algerian refugees in Tunisia 
(Dr. Krieg)
V isit of the ICRC Delegation concerning assis
tance on behalf o f the Hungarian people 
(Dr. Junod)
General Meeting of delegates of the Swiss Red 
Cross (Honorary President Max Huber, Mr. Bodmer, 
Vice-President)

Other important missions to Asia and Australasia are 
being arranged for the second half-year, 1957.
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TECHNICAL SECTIONS

Reference may be made to the important work done by 
the technical sections: Translation Section, Mail Registry,
Postal and Filing Sections; the sta ff in these sections has to 
adapt i t s e l f  immediately to circumstances arising from world 
events, to enable the various sections of the Secretariat to 
carry out their work.

Numerous documents were translated. Various languages 
were covered (including Latin and Esperanto), i . e .  Afghan, Al
bania, Arabic, Armenian, Bulgarian, Byelo-Russian, Czech, Danish, 
Dutch, English, Esperanto, Esthonian, Finnish, French, German, 
Georgian, Greek, Hebrew, Hungarian, Icelandic, Italian , Japanese, 
Latin, Latvian, Lithuanian, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Ru
manian, Russian, Serbo-Croat, Slovak, Spanish, Swedish, Ukrainian, 
Urdu and Yiddish.

The incoming and outgoing mail in Geneva from January 
to the end of June 1957 amounted to 736,908 items (120, 199 for 
the corresponding period in 1956). The increase of 616,709 items 
arose from considerable pressure of work over the f ir s t  h a lf- 
year, particularly in connection with the events in Hungary and 
Suez.

The mail consisted of le tters , cards, telegrams and 
various postal items, documents concerning the traditional work 
of the ICRC in past or recent con flic ts , individual requests for 
the tracing of missing persons, requests for information and 
enquiries, l is ts  of detained persons, prisoners released, in 
hospital or deceased, certifica tes  of captivity , residence or 
hospital treatment, particulars of missing persons, originals 
or copies of personal records, personal belongings of military 
personnel, or deceased or missing ex-military personnel, e t c . ,  
and for this particular half-year, personal history cards, l i s t s  
of refugees and family messages in connection with the events in 
Central Europe and the Near East.
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During this same period the principal correspondents 
of the ICRC were the Red Cross Societies (Central Committee, 
Headquarters and Branch Societies, representatives of National 
Red Cross Societies to the ICRC, Delegations abroad); Govern
ments (public bodies, National Health and Relief Services, C ivil 
Defence Services, diplomatic and consular representatives in 
Switzerland, and Swiss representatives abroad, permanent delega
tions to the international organisations in Geneva); internatio
nal and governmental and non-governmental organisations; leading 
experts on international law and the laws of war; the principal 
relig ious and secular organisations; universities, libraries and 
broadcasting services.

STAFF

During the period under survey, the ICRC made a point 
of helping the s ta ff  at its  headquarters to acquire s t i l l  greater 
knowledge of the problems of our time. As in previous years, it  
encouraged some members of the s ta ff  to take part in sessions 
organised in other countries for the study of international law. 
It has also encouraged the practical knowledge of foreign lan
guages by arranging free language courses for the s ta ff . The 
ICRC always endeavours to raise the standard of knowledge of the 
sta ff by keeping i t  informed, so far as possible, of the nature 
of the work to be done.
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T able Vis M ail

l )  Comparative s ta tis t ics  for 1957 and. 1956 (firs t  half-year)

Repercussion o f events 
in HUNGARY and SUEZ

1 9  5 7
( f i r s t  half-year)

1 9  5 6
( f i r s t  half-year)

296,177 Mail received 
320,532 Mail despatched

353,397
383,511

57,220
62,979

616,709 TOTAL (January 1 -  June 30) 736,908 120,199

Summary for the f i r s t  half-year in 1957 -  
Incoming and outgoing mail

and 1956

JANUARY IEBR U AR Y MARCH A P R IL MAY JUNE

Mail received i 957 f ir s t  half-year _ 84,946 75,394 73,947 67,886 26,645 24,579
1956 f ir s t  half-year 10,676 8,872 9,394 9,585 9,453 9,240

296,177 74,270 66,522 64,553 58,301 17,212 15,339

320,532 95,017 69,177 62,964 57,479 21,238 15,663

1956 f ir s t  half-year 9,599 10,746 10,605 9,546 12,210 10,273
l V lc t J — L Li.1·— u  jO d . 0  O I lL x  Li-

1957 f i r s t  half-year 104,616 79,923 73,569 66,025 33,448 25,930

1957 f ir s t  half-year 189,562 155,317 147,516 133,911 60,093 50,509

1956 f ir s t  half-year 20,275 19,618 19,990 19 ,13 1 21,663 19,513

616,709 169,287 135,699 127,517 114,780 38,430 30,996

ro
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Table VII s Comparative s ta tis t ics  o f  s ta ff  at headquarters and in delegations as
on December 51, 1952 -  June 30 to December 51, 1956 and to June $0, 1957

Year In
Switzerland

Outside
Switzerland TOTAL

1 9 5 7  (June 30) Salaried s ta ff 192 17 209

Voluntary workers 16 31 47
256

1 9 5 6  (December 3l) Salaried s ta ff 152 25 177
Voluntary workers 24 30 54

231

1 9 5 6  (June 30) Salaried s ta ff 144 11 155
Voluntary workers 14 29 43

198

1 9 5 2  (December 31) Salaried s ta ff 243 11 254
Voluntary workers 16 51 47

301

R elie f action in Hungary! 
Vienna and Budapest, 
October 1956 -  June 1957

Salaried s ta ff 
Voluntary workers

120
549

669
fV)CT\



27

Table VIII -  S tatistics of the International Tracing Service for 
the f ir s t  half-year 1957

Gases pending as on December 30, 1956 4-6,150
as on June 30, 1957 54,140

Inquiries concerning persons deported,
Interned, under prosecution and refugees ( l )

inquiries received 18,484
positive reports despatched 3,586

Death certifica tes ,
requests for certifica tes  received 17,954
certifica tes  despatched 753

C ertificates for the purpose of 
obtaining compensation,

requests for certifica tes  received 
certifica tes  despatched:

" of detention
" of assigned residence

Particulars of documents made available to 
the IGRC during this period :

documents concerning concentration camps 37,920 names
" " the war period 3,501 "
" " the post-war period 154,872

Total......................................................................... 196,293

Cards f ile d  during the f ir s t  half-year: 206,500

66,784

13,693
16,950

(1) These provisional s ta tis tics  do not 
include pending and negative reports
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