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THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

Ratification, Dissemination, Rules of Application» &,

I - Ratifications

In 1952 when the XVIIIth International Red Cross Con
ference took place at Toronto, the number of States bound by the 
Four Geneva Conventions of 1949 amounted to eighteen. Since then 
a great many ratifications or accessions have taken place and the 
number of States Parties to the said Conventions at the time this 
Report was drawn on October 51st, 1956,- was at fifty-eight. 
Furthermore, in three States, Brazil, the Democratic Republic 
of Germany and Haiti; Governments and Parliaments have formally 
sanctioned the procedure of ratification or of accession: hence 
all that is now required of these countries is the deposit of 
the Instruments of Accession or Ratification with the Swiss 
Government; this formality,. will have doubtless been performed 
by the opening of the XIXth Red Cross Conference. The chronological 
list of States Parties to the Four Conventions is as follows:

1950 - Switzerland, March 31st; Yugoslavia, April 21st; Monaco,
July 5th; Liechtenstein, September 21st; Chile, October 
12th; India, November 9th; Czechoslovakia, December 19th.

1951 - The Holy See, February 22nd; the Republic of the Philip
pines, March 7th; Lebanon, April 10th; Jordan, May 29th; 
Pakistan, June 12th; Denmark, June 27th; France, June 
28th; Israel, July 6th; Norway, August 3rd; Italy, December 
17 th.

1952 - The Union of South Africa, March 31st; Guatemala, May 14th;
Spain, August 4th; Belgium, September 3rd; Mexico, October 
29th; Egypt, November 10th.

1953 - Japan, April 21st ; San Salvador, June 17th; the Grand Duchy
of Luxemburg, July 1st; Austria, August 27th; San Marino, 
August 29th; Syria, November 2nd; Viet Nam, November 14th; 
Nicaragua, December 17th; Sweden, December 28th.

1954 - Turkey, February 10th; Liberia, March 29th; Cuba, April
15th; U.3.3.R., on May 10th; Roumania, June 1st; Bulgaria, 
July 22nd; Ukraine, August 3rd; Byelo-Russia, August 3rd; 
Netherlands, August 3rd; Hungary, August 3rd; Ecuador,
August 11th; German Federal Republic, September 3rd;
Poland, November 26th; Thailand, December 29th.

1955 - Finland, February 22nd; United States, August 2nd.
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1936 - Panama, February 10th; Venezuela, February 13th; Iraq,
February 14th; Peru, February 15th; Libya, May 22nd; Greece, 
June 5th; Morocco, July 26th; Argentina, September 18th; 
Afghanistan, September 26th; Laos, October 29th.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has itself 
always intervened whenever possible with Governments or National 
Societies of countries not already bound by these Conventions 
urging them to speed up ratification or accession. It will no 
doubt be remembered that Resolution No. 15 of the Toronto Con
ference contained a similar appeal which was carried unanimously.

At the end of 1953, the Chairman of the League of Red 
Cross Societies, the Chairman of the Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross and the President of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross decided to make a joint appeal to Na
tional Societies of countries not yet bound by the Geneva Con
ventions; the appeal was addressed to the various Societies 
concerned through the International Committee of the Red Cross 
at the beginning of 1954.

On examination of the list of States Parties to the 
Conventions, it will be noted with satisfaction that it contains 
the majority of the great Powers with the exception of China and 
the United Kingdom. It is to be hoped that all countries ratify 
the Four Conventions in the near future, thus affirming their 
universal character, an essential prequisite if they are to be 
effective, and the International Committee of the Red Cross will 
continue to make every effort to achieve this. The Conference may 
wish to renew the appeal which it made in 1952.

II - Implementation of the 1949 Conventions.

Since 1952 two conflicts which were in progress at the 
time of the XVIIIth Conference, those in Korea and of Indo-China, 
have come to an end. In the Korean War neither of the belligerents 
was bound by the 1949 Geneva Conventions; nevertheless, at the 
opening of hostilities, both parties to the conflict made de
clarations to the effect that they would observe the principles 
underlying those Conventions. This, however, was a matter of 
purely voluntary and partial application without binding legal 
obligations. As is known, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross was able to visit the prisoners of war detained by the 
American forces, but not those held by the North Korean forces.

In the course of the negotiations which preceded the 
1953 armistice, the Geneva Conventions were often invoked, es
pecially with regard to the repatriation of prisoners of war.
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Different interpretations were put forward of certain provisions 
of the 1949 Third Geneva Convention, particularly with regard 
to Articles 7 and 118. There will be no attempt in this Report 
to state the opinion of the International Committee on the inter
pretation to be given to these provisions, which will be made 
known when the Commentary on the Third Convention is issued. It 
should be pointed out, however at once, that no comments can 
properly be made on alleged defects or omissions in the Geneva 
Conventions when the latter were not legally applicable to this 
conflict and when, in point of fact, they were only partially 
applied; the majority of the drawbacks pointed out arose from 
the non-application of the Third Convention as a whole. It should 
be stressed in this connexion that neither of the Parties to the 
conflict had designated Protecting Powers entrusted under the 
Conventions with their application and control. No conclusions 
can therefore be drawn as to the value of the Third Convention 
from its incomplete application during the Korean conflict.

In the Indo-Chinese conflict, the provisions of the 
Geneva Conventions played an even less prominent role: here 
again, however, several of the solutions adopted for the re
patriation of prisoners of war were drawn from the provisions 
of the Third Convention.

In the Middle East, the armistice concluded between 
Israel and its neighbours failed to prevent numerous incidents, 
during which prisoners were made on either side. Here, in general, 
the terms of the 1949 Third Convention were applied by the 
parties to the conflict and representatives of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross had access to the prisoners of war on 
both sides; this resulted in several instances in repatriations.

Ill - Research work on the Geneva Conventions and their 
development.

General Remarks.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has 
maintained contacts with a number of institutions and persons 
concerned, on various grounds, with the sometimes difficult 
problems arising out of the application of the Geneva Conventions.

Proposals for the revision or extension of these Con
ventions have frequently been addressed to the International 
Committee, which has adopted a consistent line of conduct in 
such cases. In the view of the International Committee, the 
drawing-up of the Four Geneva Conventions and their adoption by 
the Diplomatic Conference in 1949 was a most difficult task and 
agreement was achieved only because of exceptionally favourable^
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circumstances; it is by no means certain that agreement could 
again be achieved in the present world situation. Furthermore, 
the Governments made the fullest concessions they felt able to 
grant in time of war to the calls of humanity. Indeed, some of 
the provisions went beyond what they were prepared to concede 
and consequently some States have felt constrained to enter re
servations upon ratification. Finally, while almost sixty States 
are bound by the Conventions, there are others who have not yet 
ratified or acceded to them.

These considerations have led the ICRC to reject pro
posals for revision submitted. Undoubtedly omissions, and 
possibly errors, may be found in the Conventions (and the ICRC 
has actually pointed them out in its Commentaries) and it would 
certainly be desirable at times to widen the scope of applica
tion of the Conventions and to make them more precise; the ICRC 
is firmly convinced, however, that the time is not ripe at the 
moment to undertake revision of these Conventions, and, while 
not discouraging those who would like to do, so is not prepared 
at this time to offer either its support or its co-operation. 
Besides, few of these omissions or drafting errors could not be 
easily rectified by bearing in mind the spirit of the Conven
tions .

This does not mean that any future revision is excluded. 
On the contrary, the ICRC carefully notes all points on which 
improvements appear desirable and it keeps a record of all pro
posals that are submitted to it. This documentation will prove 
most useful should a favourable occasion arise one day for re
vising the 1949 Conventions.

Consequently the ICRC would advise those who approach 
it, to seek a solution to the problems they raise within the 
framework of the Conventions. To those who do so, the ICRC gives 
its full support and the utmost possible help.

A few examples are given below.

Craft.

The 1949 Second Geneva Convention contains provisions 
chiefly under Article 27 for the protection of life-boats and 
the coastal installations used by them.

The International Life-boat Conference (ILC) has, on 
several occasions tried to secure adequate protection for these 
craft and their crews. It has been in touch on this matter with 
the Belgian and Swiss Governments and has made considerable 
efforts to obtain a favourable interpretation of the provisions 
of the Second Convention from various States.
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During the Vllth International Life-boat Conference, 
held at Estoril, Portugal, in June 1955, an important resolution 
was unanimously adopted with regard to the functioning of life
boat institutions in time of war. It points out that in time of 
war coastal installations are entitled to display the Red Cross 
emblem in the same way as the life-boats themselves; that the 
duty, provided for under Article 27, of respecting and protecting 
fixed coastal installations is incumbent on all military forces, 
land, naval or air; and that life-saving institutions are covered 
by Article 63 of the Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (1).

This interpretation of the provisions of the Second 
and Fourth Geneva Conventions appears quite logical, and the ICRC 
willingly supports it. On one point the ILC was not able to find 
in the Convention the support which it was seeking, namely the 
protection of the lifeboat and coastal installation personnel.
The Conference accordingly expressed the wish that.this per
sonnel should be given the protection necessary for the perfor
mance of its duties and that for this purpose, the national 
authorities should issue a special identity card to the personnel, 
and, if necessary, supply them with a distinctive armlet to be 
worn when on life-boat duty.

This interpretation was recommended to all States 
Parties to the Geneva Conventions and national life-saving insti
tutions were invited to obtain its adoption by their respective 
Governments. It will be observed that the ILC has been able to 
draw most useful practical conclusions from the provisions of 
the Second Geneva Convention, conclusions which the ICRC itself 
fully supports.

Furthermore, Articles 22 and 27 of the Second Geneva 
Convention provide for the notification of the characteristics 
of hospital ships and life-boats; the notification procedure is 
not, however, explicitly laid down in the text. Hence, at the 
request of the Belgian Government, the Swiss Government has been 
asked to transmit to all States parties to the Geneva Conventions 
a note calling upon them to conclude a new agreement, whereby 
information on, and descriptions of life-boats should be trans
mitted in peace-time to Geneva to the ICRC which would put the 
information together and communicate it periodically to the 
States concerned. More than twenty Governments have given a 
favourable reply to this suggestion, the ICRC having previously

(1) According to this article various relief societies would be 
permitted to continue their humanitarian activities in 
occupied territory without the Occupying Power having the 
right to make any changes in their personnel or structure 
which might prejudice the aforesaid activities.



6

indicated its willingness to accent such functions should the 
States concerned so require. It thus appears possible that a 
positive result may be achieved, and the ICRC is watching 
developments with interest.

The case_of members of the Police Force.

The International Federation of Senior Police Officers 
has been in contact with the ICRC for some years and has latterly 
taken up, in particular, the matter of the application to police 
forces of the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention. Faith
ful to its line of conduct, the ICRC drew attention to the fact 
that it was unable to support efforts to amend or revise the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, but that it would willingly assist in 
the drafting of texts interpreting the terms of the Convention. 
Finally, in 1956, the Federation adopted a draft resolution re
lating to the application of the Fourth Geneva Convention to 
members of police forces it may be useful to quote the text here:

Point 1 :- In pursuance of art. 70, paragr. 1 of the above men
tioned Convention Police officers shall not incur any 
administrative or judicial penalties at the instance 
of the Occupying Power by reason of the execution, 
prior to the occupation, or during a temporary in
terruption thereof, of orders of the government of the 
country, whether such penalty is imposed by legislative 
administrative, or judicial methods, and in so far as 
their acts have not been contrary to Human Rights as 
defined by the Universal Declaration.

Point 2:- In pursuance of art. 27 of the above-mentioned Conven
tion Police officers shall not be required by the 
Occupying Power to carry out any orders contrary to 
their constant duty to respect Human Rights as defined 
in the Universal Declaration of 10 December 1948. They 
may not be required to search for or question, arrest, 
hold in custody, or transport, any persons subjected 
to these measures on the grounds of race, religion, or 
political convictions unless the said persons express 
their beliefs by acts of violence not permitted under 
the laws of war.

Point 5 :- In pursuance of art. 51 of the above-mentioned Conven
tion the Police may not be required to assist in the 
execution of orders designed to employ the population 
for military purposes, or for the promotion of military 
operations. The Police may only be required to maintain 
law and order for the protection of the rights of the 
civilian population as defined by laws and customs 
of war.
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Point 4:- In pursuance of art. 54, 65 and 67 of the above-men
tioned Convention, Police officers discharged from 
their duties by the occupying Power shall not be liable 
to any compulsory service and shall enjoy the benefits 
and security bestowed upon them by regulations applicabl 
to them.-These regulations may not be altered by the 
Occupying Power.

During or after the occupation, Police officers 
may in no case be subjected to penalty or compulsion 
by reason of the execution by them of an order of any 
authority which could in good faith be regarded as 
competent, especially if the execution of this order 
was a normal part of their duty.

The ICRC considers that the above interpretation of 
the provisions of the IVth Geneva Convention is logical. It now 
devolves on the Federation to obtain the approval of the Govern
ments concerned; such efforts are of value and deserve atten
tion. The French Red Cross has, moreover, just proposed that 
this Declaration be examined by the XIXth International Conference 
the ICRC considers that such action can only be of advantage and 
it seems to it very possible that the Conference may take cogn
izance of the said Declaration and possibly state that it seems 
to the Conference to be in conformity with the spirit of the 
Geneva Conventions.

International law and the Medical Profession.

For a number of years, and as a result of the Second 
World War, the medical profession has persistently felt the need 
for a precise definition of its rights and duties. This must 
first of all be sought through national legislation and then form 
the subject of international regulation. Many doctors have found 
themselves placed, through force of circumstance, under a foreign 
administration, and this often unpleasant experience has made 
them long for uniform regulations for the exercise of their 
profession.

Some institutions or groups have undertaken research 
work, with which the ICRC has often been associated ·, these 
efforts, however, lacked co-ordination. It is, therefore, a 
matter for congratulation that, in 1953, the World Health 
Organization requested its Director General to study this problem 
with the help of qualified bodies.

Official Text of the Declaration in English applying to Police 
Officers the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilians in Time of War, of August 12th, 1949.
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The ICRC was asked by the WHO to express its opinion 
as to the best way in which this study should be undertaken.
Other institutions have also been consulted and a joint report 
will be presented to the next meeting of the Executive Council 
of the WHO at the beginning of 1957. What must first be determined 
is which are the subjects which could be usefully treated by the 
WHO and those which have already been studied by qualified 
bodies: there are also fields where international regulations 
would appear premature or impossible.

In the course of these discussions, the ICRC was given 
to understand that the WHO had never intended to tackle questions 
concerning the status of doctors, whether civilian or military, 
in time of war, considering that these matters were covered by 
the Geneva Conventions. The WHO is perfectly willing to offer 
its co-operation should circumstances so require but considers 
that other institutions are better qualified than itself to 
study such problems.

The ICRC while specifying that it did not envisage 
a revision of the Geneva Conventions in the very near future, 
has declared itself ready to participate in the studies just 
mentioned: it is in this spirit that, at the suggestion of the 
World Medical Association, its representatives, together with 
those of the International Committee of Military Medicine and 
Pharmacy, participated in four joint discussions held in Geneva, 
on April 29th, 1955; in Vienna, on September 15th, 1955; in Liège, 
on April 24th, 1956 and in Geneva, on September 4th, 1956. The 
WHO was represented by an observer at these meetings.

It would be impossible within the compass of the 
present Report to treat of all the subjects discussed. One of 
the proposals may, however, be mentioned: namely, the creation 
of an emblem - other than that of the Red Cross - to designate 
members of the medical profession at all times. This proposal 
has been recently examined by the World Medical Association 
(Cuba, October, 1956) and the medical emblem, a serpentine staff 
in red on a white ground, was approved unanimously. It this 
solution is universally accepted and put into practice the iden
tification of civilian medical personnel will become an accomp
lished fact. It is, of course, generally known that civilian 
doctors unattached to a civilian hospital are debarred from 
wearing a Red Cross armlet by the Fourth Geneva Convention, a 
point which has aroused frequent protests.

The ICRC will continue to study the question of inter
national medical law attentively, especially in connexion with 
the Geneva Conventions; the complete understanding reached in 
this field with the WrorId Health Organization, the International 
Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy and the World Medical 
Association leads to the hope that tangible results may be 
achieved.
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The Reinforcement of the Supervision of the Conventions.

The 1949 Geneva Conventions provide for the scrutiny 
of their application by the "Protecting Powers", and substitutes 
must be designated if, for any reason, no "Protecting Power" is 
available.

It may be recalled that, in its Resolution No 2, the 
Diplomatic Conference of Geneva of 1949 envisaged the possibility 
of setting up an international body to fulfil the duties per
formed by Protectiong Powers in the absence of such a Power. The 
French Government, whose delegation submitted this resolution 
to the Diplomatic Conference, on two occasions sounded the Govern
ments Parties to the Geneva Conventions as to whether they were 
disposed to participate in setting up such a Body. These soundings 
do not appear to have had any definite result and the French 
Government has not, for the moment, taken any further steps in 
the matter.

Several non-governmental organizations have interested 
themselves in the same idea. In the first place, the Internatio
nal Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, at the XVIIIth 
Session of its International Bureau of Documentation (Istanbul, 
August, 1955), passed a Resolution calling upon the ICRC to study 
the organization and working of a body capable of taking over 
the task of supervising the application of the Geneva Conventions. 
With a similar idea in mind, Professor Richet of Paris put for
ward proposals for the improvement of the supervisory procedure, 
granting very wide powers in this domain to the medical pro
fession in neutral countries. These proposals were submitted to 
the Academy of Medicine, the International Federation of Deportees 
and the Congress of French Ex-Service Men in France and to the 
International Committee of Military Medicine and Pharmacy.

The ICRC is watching these investigations with atten
tion and has taken an interested part in them. Its chief concern 
is that the system of control provided for in the Conventions 
should in no way be weakened. The ICRC has given particular 
support to the proposal by the Committee for the Neutrality of 
the Medical Profession in Time of War, presided over by Professor 
Richet, which has also been adopted by the World Federation of 
Ex-Service Men, for training doctors in peace-time for the tasks 
which would devolve on^them.as representatives of a Protecting 
Powers. It is certain/a oody of trained doctors already existed 
in countries which had remained neutral, the work of the Protecting 
Powers would be greatly/4-ased. The ICRC, however, approaches the 
problem of creating a new international body with the greatest 
caution, for this must not provide an argument for belligerent 
states to refuse to allow a Protecting Power to operate in their 
territory. In any case, the establishment of such a body appears 
to be extremely difficult and, up to the present, no scheme which 
seems workable has been submitted to the ICRC.
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Publioations of the ICRC.

As is known, the ICRC has undertaken to issue Commen
taries on the Four Geneva Conventions. The French text of the 
Commentary on the First Geneva Convention was presented at the 
XVIIIth Conference, since when the English translation has been 
published. At the end of last year, the Commentary on the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, a work of more than seven hundred pages, 
appeared in French; it aroused interest, and many government 
services requested copies from the ICRC. An English translation 
will appear at the beginning of 1957. The next to be published 
will be the Commentary on the Third Geneva Convention relative 
to the Treatment of Prisoners of War.

The Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge has continued 
to publish studies on the Geneva Conventions. In addition, the 
ICRC has informed the Rational Societies of the consultations 
which have taken place between the International Committee and 
the National Societies or various other authorities. The account 
of these consulations has been published in a series of five 
pamphlets, which have aroused great interest both in National 
Societies and governments. The questions raised are frequently 
of general interest, and concern other National Societies and 
authorities as well as those raising them.

Model Agreements.

The Diplomatic Conference of 1949 directed the ICRC in 
Resolution Three to prepare Model Agreements on (a), the re
lieving of retained medical personnel, and (b), the distribution 
of medical personnel in prisoner-of-War camps. The International 
Committee, basing itself on the results of the inquiry carried 
out at its request by the International Committee of Military 
Medicine and Pharmacy, has drawn up draft Model Agreements which 
have been submitted to the Governments which have signed the 
1949 Geneva Conventions.

Legistaltive_Measures_for_the_Application_of_the Convent ions.

In accordance with the terms of the 1949 Geneva Conven
tions, States are required to enact legislation for the punishment 
of breaches of the Conventions. Several National Societies have 
approached the ICRC for guidance as to the legislation to be 
enacted, and have asked for models of legislative texts. This 
question which the ICRC has studied over a number of years, is 
considerably beyond its competence. For this reason it was 
anxious to obtain the necessary technical advice and accordingly 
convened a Conference of Experts, which sat from October 8th to 
12th, 1956. It was clear from-the outset that, in the realm of 
penal law, the legal systems of the different States were too
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divergent for any uniform text to be advocated. It will, there
fore, probably be impossible to propose uniform legislative pro
visions to Governments through the National Red Cross Societies; 
the most that can be done is to lay down a few general principles 
which could form the basis of national legislation. The matter is 
still under consideration, and a further communication will be 
made to the National Societies.

IV - Dissemination of the Conventions.

It becomes more and more apparent that the complete 
and faithful application of the Geneva Conventions depends in a 
large measure on the circulation among the general public of the 
texts themselves, or, at least of a knowledge of the principles 
underlying them. From this point of view the Conventions should 
be distributed on a very large scale and should reach the bulk 
of the population. Who, indeed, can say that he will not one day 
be a prisoner of war, that the country where he lives will not 
occupied by an enemy, or that he himself will not be called upon 
to guard prisoners of war or administer an occupied territory ?
A knowledge of the texts, and the conviction that they not only 
represent positive law but likewise satisfy international morality, 
will ensure, far more than the threat of sanctions, that they 
will be applied and respected at all times by everybody.

Not everybody could reasonably be expected to possess 
a detailed knowledge of these Conventions, which comprise four 
hundred articles, but steps should be taken to ensure that their 
essential provisions and the general rules of humanity which they 
contain are universally known. It is a sad' fact, however, that, 
in spite of praiseworthy efforts undertaken by several National 
Red Cross Societies and Governments, the Geneva Conventions are, 
for the most part, still very little known even by those who 
might have to apply them or who might benefit from them. The 
ICRC believes that a large-scale effort should be undertaken 
in this realm by the whole of the Red Cross movement. There are 
psychological difficulties to be overcome in this, as no one 
enjoys discussing war und its consequences. The National Red 
Cross Societies, however, are better qualified than any other 
body to perform this task, for no one could tax them with having 
any ulterior political motives.

The ICRC has for its part done all that it considered 
likely to further better knowledge of the Conventions, but its 
efforts are perhaps still insufficient, and it proposes to 
intensify its campaign during the years to come with the support 
of the National Societies.

In a document concerning dissemination of the Geneva 
Conventions, the ICRC reviewed certain aspects of the problem,
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and the solutions adopted by different countries. Reference should 
be made to this study (1), which also contains a bibliography of 
all publications dealing with the Geneva Conventions, It will be 
seen that the general scheme for publicitjf could be based on · 
three main lines of action:

(a) Dissemination among_Members of the_Armed Forces:

This task is primarily one for Governments, but of 
course the National Societies could and should urge them on and 
if necessary, supply the personnel for the campaign. It would 
be helpful if the National Societies could train instructors 
capable of giving accurate accounts of the contents of the 
Conventions to the most varied audiences.

These public statements should be more or less detailed, 
and adapted to the responsibilities of the persons to whom they 
are addressed.

(b) Disséminâtion_among the Personnel of the National Red 
Cross Societies:

It is obviously for the National Red Cross Societies 
to undertake this task.

(c) Di.ssemiria.-bi°ri among the_Public in general:

This is probably the most difficult task of all. It is 
suggested that the National Societies should cooperate with the 
authorities and, if necessary, with other bodies interested in 
the matter; it must not be forgotten that the support of the 
Press and radio is essential.

It would be useful if lectures were accompanied by 
films or illustrated by lantern slides or pictures as clear in 
meaning as possible. With this in view, the ICRC has decided to

(1) DE PREUX, Jean. Diffusion des Conventions de Genève de 1949« 
Revue internationale de la Croix-Rouge, Apr il-May-June,
1955.
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publish an illustrated brochure on the Geneva Conventions. This 
publication consists largely of a series of sketches explaining 
the main aspects of the application of the Geneva Conventions; 
these illustrations are accompanied by a brief explanation in 
several languages. The ICRC hope to be able to present this 
brochure at the XIXth International Red Cross Conference and 
also to make known at what rates they can be supplied to the 
National Red Cross Societies.

Finally the TCRC intends, if the Conference approves, 
to call a meeting of experts nominated by the National Societies, 
or perhaps by Governments, to draw up a model publicity programme 
on the Geneva Conventions. It believes that this work of dissemi
nation should be carried out to the greatest possible extent and 
under the most favourable conditions in order that all those who, 
for any reason, have to apply them or who might benefit from them 
should be come familiar with the provisions of the Geneva 
Conventions.


