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ADDRESS BY

MR. JUSTICE E M L  SANDSTRQM. 

CHAIRMAN. BOARD OF GOVERNORS. 
LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES.

Excellency,.ladies and gentlemen,

For the League of Red Cross Societies and for the Red 
Cross Societies federated in the League I express our sincere gratitude 

» for the cordial welcome extended to us by His Excellency the Governor
General, President of the Canadian Red Cross Society.

We all consider it a privilege to meet for the XV111 
International Red Cross Conference in this country with so great achieve
ments behind it and with still greater expectations for the future. It is 
gratifying also to meet under the hospitable auspices of the Canadian Red 
Cross which has given the world so many examples of real Red Cross spirit 
and which is always in the most advanced frontline in ary great Red Cross 
action.

For me personally it is with a special feeling that I am 
partaking here in the inauguration of an International Red Cross 
Conference since this country and its Red Cross are closely connected with 
my most interesting Red Cross experience.

During the war, I was at the head of a large scale relief action 
carried out in Greece by the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
the Swedish Red Cross jointly. Some 6 to 700,000 tons of relief goods 
were distributed to the famine-stricken Greek people who in grateful memory 
of what was done for them, consider their lives to have been saved by the 
action. The relief goods were to a very large extent a gift from the 
Canadian Government, the Canadian Red Cross and other private Canadian 
organizations.

I cannot omit on this occasion to express my admiration for 
the humanitarian spirit that moved the Canadian Government and people and to 
pay my homage to them.

The International Red Cross Conferences are milestones at 
which we should note the way the Red Cross movement has made, consider how 
it stands to-day and what its prospects are.

Let us first state that the Red Cross, during these past 
four years since my Society had the privilege to play host to the previous 
Conference, has made great progress. The Red Cross Societies have not only 
grown in number, they have increased their efficiency, thereby being able
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to give more service. The world situation has brought with it more 
responsibilities to the Red Cross, not only in the traditional field 
of war-time activities but also in the peacetime work for help to 
the suffering. The mere fact that 63 Societies were convened here 
today and that three new Societies have been admitted to the League 
is itself a proof cf the scope and activity of the Red Cross.

But it would be unwise to conceal even at a festive occasion 
like this, that the same world situation which has created these new 
responsibilities for the Red Cress, has also brought with it great 
dangers for the fundamental principles of cur organization. The Red 
Cross is founded on a humanitarian conception centered around the ·
individual. It is an organization aiming at relieving human suffering 
regardless of race, religion, nationality or political creed. The 
world we are living in today has not much respect for this fundamental f
Red Cross principle.

We must fight, even uphill, to maintain it, and we must 
avoid the fate of some other international institutions to be a 
platform for politics. It is also our duty, even for practical reasons, 
to keep our organization universal.

These are great and difficult tasks. But if we, during this 
conference, do not bear in mind the immense value to mankind represented 
by a universal Red Cross;working faithfully according to its fundamental 
principles, standing above the political feuds which now divide the 
peoples, we will not accomplish the task before us.

Let us do our part to make the Red Cross movement what we 
all want it to be, a mighty agent for making this world a peaceful one, 
where our fight against suffering and misery will have a chance to 
succeed. »
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