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ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL AT THE OPENING 
MEETING, INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE, JULY 26, 1952.

I feel much honoured to he asked to open this great 

Conference and I am grateful to the Committee for their invitation.
I come here this evening in. .two capacities. First, as the personal 

representative in Canada of Her Majesty the Queen it is my privilege 

to welcome you. This I do very warmly. I have received a message 
which Her Majesty has been graciously pleased to send to the members 
of the Conference, and which I now have the honour to read.

"As Patron of the Canadian Red Cross Society, I shall 
be grateful if you, its President, will convey my best wishes to the 

delegates to the Eighteenth International Red Cross Conference 
meeting in Toronto.

I sincerely hope that the Conference will be in every 
way successful, and trust that its deliberations will re-affirm and 

strengthen the principles of humanity. The welfare of the peoples 

of the world depends on a spirit of good understanding between 
nations, of which the Red Cross movement is a living symbol. 
Elizabeth R."

It is a pleasure to be here to-night also as the 
President of the Canadian Red Cross Society. I cannot say that I 
have done anything to merit so honourable a title. Those who can- 

most fittingly speak for the Red Cross are the ladies and gentlemen
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who give this organisation the wise leadership and loyal service 

for which we are so grateful. They I'know are very happy to be the 
hosts of this gathering. The Canadian lied Cross Society is very 
pleased that the Eighteenth International Red Cross Conference is 

taking place on Canadian soil.

"International Red Cross" has been for long in most 

communities in the world a familiar phrase - so familiar indeed that 
the citizen is perhaps in danger of forgetting its meaning. We 

should remind ourselves of the significance of the meeting which 
is taking place in this hall this evening. It is well that everyone 
should know that here are delegates of L8 nations that have signed 
one or more of the great international Conventions which under 

the aegis of the Red Cross give the world the benefit of 

humanitarian services in so many fields. It should be known too that 
here are representatives of national societies which work under the 

emblems of the Red Cross, or the Red Crescent, or the Red Lion and 

Sun, in 55 countries with a total membership, senior and 

junior, of about 100 million persons. These bodies are linked 
through the great League of Red Cross Societies whose Board of 

Governors is under the able Chairmanship of Mr. Justice Emil 

Sandstrom, who I know is a very welcome member of this Conference.

Perhaps I may be permitted to join in the warm greeting
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extended to another delegate - the Chairman of the.Standing 

Commission, M. André Francois-Poncet, whose distinguished, services 
to the Red Cross are so well-known.

The Red Cross can be proud of its vast membership; but 

more important, of course, than the numbers in an organisation, 

however great, or the machinery that carries on its work, however 

efficient, is the spirit of its members. The Red Cross movement, 
as everyone in this hall knows well, was inspired by the vision of 

the Swiss, Henri Dunant on the stricken field of Solferino nearly 
a century ago. We shall not forget that it was the action of a 

group of Dunant's fellow countrymen which gave practical form to 

his great conception in founding the International Committee of the 

Red Cross. The Committee is ably represented here this evening 
by its distinguished President, Dr. Paul Ruegger. He and his 
colleagues deserve our gratitude for the vital and devoted service 

which they have rendered to the Red Cross and its great traditions.

As one reflects one can hardly think of an international 

gathering more impressive than this. Here in this hall are 
assembled a great concourse of persons of different races, different 

creeds and different political views. Here are all the divergencies 

which characterize human society, and yet such a gathering possesses 

the essential elements of unity. The reasons for unity are not far 
to seek. Those who assemble under your banners are united by a
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human emotion both eternal and universal - compassion. The 

humanitarian symbol of the Red Cross knows no frontiers; its
r

servants have but one concern, the relief of human suffering. It 

need hardly be said that the more widely and fully its great 
principles are accepted the brighter will be the hopes of all who 

live in this world to-day.

I welcome you, ladies and gentlemen, and I wish you 

well in your deliberations. May the fullest measure of success 
attend your endeavours.

Mesdames, Messieurs, je vous souhaite la plus cordiale
"V \ /bienvenue au Canada a l'occasion de la dix-huitieme Conference 

Internationale de la Croix-Rouge; et je forme les meilleurs voeux 

pour la réussite de vos travaux.

Puisse le succès le plus complet couronner vos efforts.

I have the honour to declare this Conference open.


