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REPORT OF THE JUNIOR RED CROSS COMMISSION

Mr.'Chairman,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour of presenting to the Conference a brief 

report on the work of the Junior Red Cross Commission and of submit

ting to it the nine recommendations that the Commission has adopted, 

most of them unanimously.

The Commission held four meetings: during the first, it 

appointed its officers, ratifying the proposals of the Board of 

Delegates; the following individuals were elected:

Chairman: 0 -, Mr. Nedim ABUT (Turkish Red-Crescent)

Vice-Chairmen: - Miss Brita WITTBOHN (Swedish Red Cross)

Dr. Joel VALENCIA-PARPARCEN (Venezuelan
Red Cross)

H.R.H. Prince CHUMBHAT PHONG BORIPHAT 
(Thai Red Cross)··

Secretaries: - Mr. C. A. SCHUSSELE (League of Red· Cross
Societies)

Miss K. HERMAN (Canadian Red Cross Society)
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At the beginning of its second meeting, the Commission did 
me the honour of appointing me its rapporteur.

The delegates of 28 National Societies took part in the work 
of the Commission, namely: Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, Denmark, German Federal Republic, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, People's Republic 
of China, Poland, Roumania, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey,
U.S.S.R., United Kingdom, U.S.A., Venez iela, Yugoslavia.

The delegates of six governments were also present: Canada,
Holy See,Israel, Netherlands, Republic of Korea, Turkey. The Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross was represented by Miss L. Odier, 
and the League of Red Cross Societies by Mr. Louis Verniers, Adviser 
on matters relating to youth and education.

The initial agenda of the Junior Red Cross Commission contained 
only three items. The Standing Commission and the Bureau of the Conf
erence consented to the inclusion in this agenda of three other items, 
presented by the Secretary General of the League which are the following:

1. The Junior Red Cross and present-day educational problems.

2. Responsibilities of the National Societies towards their Junior 
Red Cross Sections.

3. Relationship of the Junior Red Cross:
(a) .„with the specialized United Nations organizations concerned with 
youth problems,

(b) with international youth organizations.
In my opening address, I had the privilege of expressing our 

warm appreciation to the Canadian Red Cross Society for having greeted 
us with such cordiality, and of stressing the remarkable achievement 
of its Junior Section, so strikingly exemplified by its Internationa}. 
Exhibition of School Art k organized in Toronto on the occasion of this 
Conference. Speaking on behalf of all the National Societies, I expreseed 
our gratitude to Mr. Louis Verniers for consenting to place at the disposal 
of the League his great abilities and extensive experience, in accepting 
the post of adviser in all matters relating to education of youth. As 
a matter of fact, Mr. Verniers made a very great contribution to our 
discussions and we are very grateful to him for all the advice and 
suggestions, which he has lavished upon us with such kindness and wisdom.

For greater clarity, may I now be allowed to give you as complete 
and accurate a synthesis as possible of the six items on the Agenda. As 
for Item I, concerning the election of the officers I have informed you 
at the beginning of this report of the decisions taken.
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Item II. Report of the League of Red Cross Societies on the Junior 
Red Cross.-

The general report of the League of Red Cross Societies on 
its activities from 19^8 to 1952 was sent several weeks ago to all 
National Societies, who have thus had the chance to study this document 
carefully. In this report, one chapter is devoted to ''The Activity 
of the League in the field of the Junior Red Cross". Mr. Schussele, 
director of the League Junior Red Cross Bureau, underlined the essential 
points in this report, giving the Commission explanations, as clear 
as they were complete, of the manner in which the National Junior 
Red Cross Sections, and the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League, had 
put into practice the resolutions passed both by the XVIIth International 
Red Cross Conference, and by the various bodies of the League.

Mr. Schussele remarked on the encouraging development of 
the Junior Red Cross in many countries, particularly in Latin America 
and the Near East. He threw light on the growth of the various activities 
of the Junior Red Cross, in particular in the field of friendship and 
mutual assistance between nations. It is in this way that in the course 
of the pass few years the international programme of the School Art 
has achieved a remarkable success, that international study centres, 
study visits and new exchanges have been organized, which has permitted 
juniors of many countries to exchange experiences, and to come to know 
and to appreciate each other.

Mr. Schussele specified the basis on which the Junior Red Cross 
Bureau of the League had maintained and developed its contacts and 
relations with all international youth organizations, UNESCO, and the 
International Education Bureau.

Lastly, he drew attention to the constantly increasing tasks 
which have devolved on the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League, in 
particular the task "of assuring an adequate flow of the members of the 
Junior Red Cross into the ranks of the adult Red Cross" and "of giving 
advice - on request - to the Executive Committee of the League, to the 
Bureau of Organization of the League and to all National Societies, on 
the furtherance of the programme for promoting youth activities within 
the adult Red Cross". This resolution of the Executive Committee ratified 
by the Board of Governors of the League, here in Toronto, indeed doubles 
the responsibilities and the tasks of the Junior Red Cross Bureau.

It is true that the Junior Advisory Committee, the efficient 
work of which must once more be stressed, has been entrusted by the 
resolution with the same responsibilities.

The Junior Red Cross Commission has been unanimous in expressing 
its deep gratitude to Mr. Schussele' for the fine work he has done, the zeal, 
enthusiasm and faith he has brought to the service of the Junior Red Cross 
movement. ·
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It is with pleasure that I seize this opportunity to pay high 
tribute to the League for its achievement in the Junior field and to 
congratulate the Director of its Junior Bureau for his personal and 
active contribution towards the success of this work, vital for the 
very future of the humanitarian cause which is so dear to our hearts.

Item III- Examination of Reports on the Junior Red Cross by National 
Societies

In most of the reports of the National Societies there is to be 
found a chapter devoted to the activities of their respective Junior 
Sections. These reports have been made available to all delegates. V 
For that reason, the representatives of several National Societies, 
when taking part in the deliberations of the Commission, brought out 
only certain aspects of the activities of their Junior Sections, 
especially those which represented a worthwhile innovation or raised 
problems of general interest.

The Delegates of the following National Societies submitted 
brief oral reports: Chile, Colombia, German Federal Republic, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Israel, New Zealand, Roumania, Sweden, Thailand, United Kingdom, 
U.S.S.R. and Venezuela. Among the numerous suggestions submitted it is 
proper to mention:

1. The necessity of providing for young people healthy literature 
··;·■· and good films.

2. The excellent results obtained in study centres reserved for members
of the teaching profession.

3· The interest which the Juniors have in activities designed for old 
people.

if·. The advantage of associating the Junior Red Cross with activities of 
international mutual assistance.

The representatives of Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States, expressed their heartfelt gratitude for the important 
help they had received from sister Sections, for children who were the 
victims of disasters or who had impaired health.

The delegate of the Republic of Korea expressed his great 
gratitude for the considerable assistance sent by the Red Cross, which 
had made it possible to mitigate the sufferings of the civilian population 
and in particular of children. The Commission was happy to learn that a 
Junior Red Cross Section was to be set up in this country; the League 
Junior Red Cross Bureau would make it a duty to assist this new Section 
in its work.

At the suggestion of Mr. Verniers, the Commission expressed 
its deep appreciation of all these reports, and entrusted to the League
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Junior Red Cross Bureau the task of studying them thoroughly, of 
abstracting from.them the essential points, and of making a general : 
report on this· subject to all National Sections of the Junior Red 
Cross.

Item IV - The Junior Red Cross and present-day educational problems

Mr. Verniers (Advisor of the League) gave the Commission a re
markable statement on this subject, no less important than timely. After 
recalling the close relations which, since its foundation, have joined 
the Junior Red Cross to the schools - relations which have been 
emphasized in many resolutions of International Red Cross Conferences 
and of the Board of Governors - Mr. Verniers defined the scope of this 
co-operation, which derives on the one hand from the fundamental prin
ciples of the Red Cross, and on the other, from the educational bearing 
of the Junior’ Red Cross programme. He further recalled the flexible 
nature of this programme, which may be adapted to the particular condit
ions of each country and of every J£ind of social environment. . 1 .

In order to make better understood the aims which the 
Junior Red Cross sets out to achieve, it is essential that there should 
be a consistent campaign of public information. '

Quoting Daniel Halevy, Mr. Verniers remarked on that "acceleration 
of history" which has brought about a changing world and, in consequence, 
a changing culture. This development has given rise to three typical 
phenomena:

1. Compulsory education and its prolongation beyond the age of 12, of lk, 
or of 16, depending on the country concerned.

2. The setting up and continued development of technical schools, and 
of pre-school, extension, and extra-curricular agencies.

3. The growing burden and complexity of curricula, expecially due to the 
inclusion of scientific subjects.

The school as such is more and more wedded to teaching; but it 
cannot always "offer to children and adolescents many opportunities for 
collective, activity towards a common end, vrhich would allow them to display 
their individual potentialities".

If there be added to this analysis the profound effect of the last 
two world wars on the very life of the school, and recent discoveries in 
the field of genetics and psychology, the importance and value of the Junior 
Red Cross programme may be fully appreciated. And tt will be easier to 
understand the striking parallelism which exists between the continual 
development of the junior Red Cross, and the rise of the general movement 
for educational reform.

I cannot here present even an imperfect outline of Mr. Verniers' 
paper. I would only like to quote one of its conclusions, which is at
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once an analysis and an article of faith:
"The implementation of the Junior Red Cross programme is a 

potent factor in forming character, as veil as in the social Initiation 
of young people; yet there need he no fear that it will impair the 
progress of their scholastic work."

Thus, thanks to the Junior Red Cross general and academic 
education go hand in hand; and that is why, endorsing the conclusions 
reached by the Educational Conference held hy the League in 1925, we 
may say "that the activity of the Junior Red Cross is in perfect 
harmony with the efforts of modern methods of teaching to make the 
school an instrument not only of academic but also of education."

The statement of Mr. Verniers met with a hearty welcome from 
the Commission which requested the League Junior Red Cross Bureau to 
take all necessary steps to distribute it widely and quickly.

Item V - Duties of the Rational Societies with·regard to their Junior 
Red Cross Sections

By virtue of the resolution that I quoted above, adopted by 
the Executive Committee of the League in December 1951 and ratified by 
the Board of Governors; the Advisory Committee of the Junior Red Cross 
and the League Junior Red. Cross Bureau have henceforth "the moral 
responsibility fc.r encouraging young people :s activities within the 
adult Set Cross."

That is why a study on this matter has been prepared by the 
League Junior Red Cross BU'eau in co-operation with experts of several 
National Societies. THis study has been distributed to the members of 
the Commission and will immediately be sent to all the National Societies.
On the basis of the commentaries, criticisms, and suggestions that are 
presented by the National Societies, a final study will be put into shape, 
which will no doubt make a positive contribution to a vital problem of 
Red Cross. This.is what was forcibly emphasized by Hr. Dronsart (Belgian- 
Red Cross) when he said' "than the rift that existed between the Junior 
Red Cross and the adult Red Cross --as far as age is concerned —  was 
about to become an abyss". The Junior Red Cross Commission, moreover, 
submits two resolutions to you, one dealing with the problem and the 
other --no less important and needing no comment —  regarding the 
understanding, effective help and active interest that the National 
Societies must show towards their junior sections.

Item VI - Relations of the Junior Red Cross with:

(a) the specialized organizations of the United Nations concerned 
with the problems of youth

(o) international youth organizations

Mr. Schussele explained on what basic principles the Secretariat 
of the League and its. Junior Red Cross Bureau had - since 19^8 - maintained
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and developed their relations with all interntional youth organizations 
and with other organizations interested i n youth. THese basic principles 
can he summed up as follows:

1. The Junior Red Cross being an integral part of the Red Cross, it 
was never intended that the Junior Red Cross should follow -- in its 
relations with other organizations - any line of conduct different 
from that of the Red Cross.

2. That line of conduct is inspired by the resolutions of the Inter
national Red Cross Conferences and of the Board of Governors of the League, 
and is based upon a strict adherence to the fundamental principles of
the Red Cross, that is to say, impartiality, independence and universality.

3· THese very principles entrust the Rational Societies and the League 
with the extensive propagation of the Red Cross ideal, mainly by making 
known its activity in the cause of peace and of human solidarity.

As far as it particularly concerns the Junior Red Cross, 
the course adopted by the Secretary of the League and its Junior Red 
Cross Bureau was approved by the Junior Red Cross Commission, which 
endorsed the conclusions which had been submitted to it in the commentaries 
of the League. The Commission embodied these conclusions in a resolution.

I cannot conclude this report without fulfilling what is to me 
a particularly pleasant duty - that of.paying a tribute to all the 
delegates who took part in the work of our Commission, for the high 
standard of intelligent discussion which they brought to our proceedings.

It is due to this truly Red Cross spirit, imbued with the most 
complete good will, that it was possible to make a useful study of extremely 
important and often delicate problems, for - I trust - the greater good of 
millions of young people who have placed their confidence in us.

I now have the honour to submit for your favourable consideration 
the draft resolutions of the Junior Red Cross Commission, in the confident 
tiope that they will meet with your approval.
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No. 1 JUNIOR: Activities of the Bureau of the Junior Red Cross of the League 
of Red Cross Societies.

P-l8(E)
Grig. Fr.

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference

Having taken note of the report concerning the activity of the 
bureau of the Junior Red Cross of the League of Red Cross Societies during the 
period 191+8-1952;

Expresses its complete satisfaction with the effective manner 
in which the above-mentioned bureau, in spite of unfavourable circumstances, 
has acquitted itself of its delicate and complex task.

No. 2 JUNIOR: Exchange of Visits between Junior Red Cross Sections.

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference

Recommends to all National Junior Red Cross.Sections:that they 
increase to the limit of their financial resources the international exchange 
of visits between Junior groups,

reminds such organizations that to contribute successfully to 
the ideals of international friendship, these visits must.be prepared care
fully and well in advance

invites the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League of Red Cross 
Societies to promote such exchange visits, particularly by providing to 
National Sections all the pertinent documentation at its disposal.

No. 3 JUNIOR: International Junior Red Cross Centres , .p,·: · ,....

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference

noting the encouraging results achieved by the international 
training centres organized under the auspices of the National Sections of 
the Junior Red Cross of the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and France, at 
Woudschoten, Barnett Hill, and the Chateau des Mesnuls, respectively:

recommends to National Sections in general, and particularly to 
Sections situated in the same geographical region, that they study the 
possibility of organizing similar centres,

invites the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League of Red Cross 
Societies to give all possible technical assistance to such studies, to ensure 
the co-ordination of the preliminary work, and to distribute all useful inform
ation among National Sections.

L
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No. h JUNIOR; THE JUNIOR RED CROSS AND PEACE

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference

Considering the influences to which youth is subjected and 
the considerable role played by youth in international life,

Considering that the Red Cross should use Its,influence and 
its prestige to educate youth in the spirit of the Red Cross which is that 
of peace,

Considering that such an education of youth.contributes 
considerably and concretely on the part of the Red Cross to the maintenance, 
of universal peace,

Recommends to National Societies to exert their efforts for 
the education of youth in the spirit of international fraternity, solidarity 
and the maintenance of peace.

No. 5 JUNIOR: The Junior Red Cross and Educational Problems

1 . . . ; :'"r'

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,

Recommends that the National Societies formulate, in collaboration 
with teachers in primary and secondary schools, in technical and professional 
schools, appropriate programmes for the sections of the Junior Red Cross, 
namely programmes for children attending elementary and primary schools, 
other programmes for adolescents, taking into account the social and psycholo
gical tendencies peculiar to the respective age groups.

Recommends further to National Junior Red Cross Sections that 
they appeal for suggestions from the. Juniors themselves,, and should consider 
their wishes with attention in order to adapt programmes to their spontaneously 
expressed interests.

2.

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference

considers it a paramount duty to express to educational auth
orities, to inspectors of school«, and to countless schoolmasters and school
mistresses in both primary and secondary schools, the deep gratitude of the 
International Red Cross for the kindly, comprehensive and generous assistance 
which they have never ceased to give to the activities of the Red Cross and 
its Junior Sections;

asks them to continue to give it their active collaboration
and sympathy.

365
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No. 6 JUNIOR: Co-operation of Adults and Young People in the Red Cross

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference

Considering that the Junior Red Cross cannot prosper unless it 
is considered an integral part of the Red Cross,

Considering that in certain countries, the adult Red Cross 
continues to display indifference and in some cases, lack of understanding 
towards these Junior Red Cross Sections,

Considering that it is dangerous to create :or to maintain 
limits or distinctions between the Junior Sections and the adult committees, 
and,

Considering further that it is indispensable that Juniors and 
adxilts be brought together in common activities,

Draws the attention of National Societies to the present 
difficulty of recruiting active volunteer support to the Red Cross,

Considering that although the Red Cross can number in its ranks 
many members of long standing, faithful, to its tradition of devotion, as well 
as members of the Junior Sections, it cannot be denied that there is between 
these two groups of active supporters, a gap which will widen and which can be 
filled only by the immediate admission of former members of the Junior Red 
Cross and their complete and unreserved assimilation into all formations of 
National Societies,

Calls the attention of National Societies to the danger that 
may result from the· attitude, sometimes negative, or lacking in understanding, 
of certain National Societies with regard to the Junior Red Cross.

No. 7 JUNIOR: Contacts between the Junior Red Cross and International Youth 
Organizations.

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference

Approves the policy followed to date by the Secretariat of the 
League of Red Cross Societies, and its Junior Red Cross Bureau, in their 
relations with International Youth Organizations, or organisations interested 
in youth problems,

Recommends that the League of Red Cross Societies maintain 
and develop contacts with all such organizations, governmental or non-govern
mental, for the following purposes:

(a) to propagate humanitarian principles as provided for in funda
mental principle No. L adopted by the Board of Governors of the 
League of Red Cross Societies, in 19^8.

(b) to make known the activities of the Red Cross and of the Junior 
Red Cross in ever wider circles,

365
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Recommends that permanent collaboration, of a practical nature 
be established or developed with international Youth Organizations of an 
entirely technical and non-political character.

Recommends that the League of Red Cross Societies maintain 
regular contact and exchanges of experience with the various international 
youth organizations called together annually by UNESCO

Recommends that the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League of 
Red Cross Societies Continue exchanging publications with international 
youth organizations and organizations interested in youth problems for the 
purpose of informing national Junior Red Cross Sections of the development 
and achievements of certain organizations.

Recommends that the Rational Sections of the Junior Red Cross, _ 
in so far as the fundamental principles are observed, collaborate on a 
practical basis with certain organizations, for example by giving first aid and 
home nursing courses to other youth organizations.

Ro. 8 JÜRIOR: Responsibilities of the Red Cross Towards the Junior Red Cross

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference

Recalling resolution LXII, adopted at the XVUth International 
Red Cross Conference, held in Stockholm in 19^8, as well as resolution Ro. 2, 
adopted by the Executive Committee of the League of Red Cross Societies at 
its meeting of December 1951, and later ratified by the Board of Governors 
in Toronto in July 1952

Considering the fundamental importance of the role of the 
Junior Red Cross as regards the existence and future expansion of the Red 
Cross ;

Bearing in mind that the Junior Red Cross is an integral 
part of the Red Cross;

Urges Rational Societies:
(1) to take all necessary steps in order to ensure the most 
extensive possible distribution of information concerning the 
objectives, principles, methods and concrete achievements of 
the Junior Red Cross, and in particular by contacts with 
governmental authorities, school commissions, teachers, profes
sional organizations, parents' associations, etc., and by 
radio talks, various publications, reports in the daily press 
and periodicals, televised publicity meetings, organization of

# competitions and public demonstrations, etc.

(2) to finance to the greatest extent possible the regular 
publication either of a single magazine or of two separate 
magazines, one of which will be for Juniors of primary and

365 elementary schools, and the other for the adolescents, in order
to establish and maintain liason between members of the Junior 
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(3) to promote the maximum, direct and effective participation 
of Juniors in the daily responsibilities of the Red Cross and 
call upon them to give advice and make suggestions concerning 
drafting and implementation of practical programmes conforming 
to their spontaneous and psychological interests.;

(k) to devote special attention to thé training of officers 
with a view to selecting the most qualified;

(5 ) to entrust the direction of the Rational Junior Red 
Cross Section to someone who has a dynamic personality and 
who is aware of the needs of the Juniors and able to take bold 
initiative; and to ensure him employment conditions worthy of 
his duties, which are of vital importance for the very future 
of the Red Cross
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