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XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference
JU LY  23. TO AU G U ST 9. 1952 

TORONTO. CANADA

Health, Health Personnel· and Social 
Assistance Commission

The Health, Health Personnel and Social Assistance Commission convened on 
July 28th,: July 30th and July 31st, 19-p2, '■ . ......

Dr. J. Andrade, Columbian RedCrcss^.was elected Chairman and the following 
persons as Vice-Chairmen:

Mrs. Li Teh Chuan 
Dr. A. Naficy . - ·
Prof P. MacCalium 
Dr. P. Gregoric 
D r. J .  Th Wilkens .
Rapporteur: Dr. A. Naficy

Secretaries:
Dr. G. Alsted League of Red Cross Societies
Mr. H. Coursier r7 International Committee

Red Cross and government delegates were present from the following countries

United States of America Israel
Australia it aly
Belgium North Korea
Canada Netherlands
Chile ' Norway
Popular Republic,, of China Rumania 
Colombia 7 ' Sweden
Denmark. ,; 1. Switzerland'
Great Britain Spain
France Thailand
India r. . , Turkey
Indonesia USSR
Iran Venezuala
Germany Yugoslavia

Also present were representatives of the. International Committee of Red 
Cross and League of Red Cross Societies, as well as the representative of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for refugees who was present as an observer.

Item II (a) on the Agenda - Report of the League of Red Cross Societies 
This report was unanimously approved.,.

Report of the Standing International Commission for the Study of Medical
Equipment

Item VII of the General Commission referred to the Health, Health Personnel 
and Social Assistance Commission. This report was a joint report by the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies.
It was presented by Dr. H. Meuli of Switzerland.

China
Iran
Australia
Yugoslavia
Netherlands'
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In the discussion of this report, the following delegates participaged - Chile, 
Belgium, United Kingdom and Canada. Mr. Dronsart of Belgium stressed that 
priority should be given to all questions concerning the standardization of 
blood transfusion equipment. This was supported by Dr. Meuli. The report was 
unanimously approved.

Dr. Meuli suggested that the name of the Standing International Commission 
for the Study of Medical Equipment should be altered to "International Commission 
for Medical Equipment ". This proposal was also adopted and the following 
Resolution proposed by Mr. Meuli and supported by Mr. Dronsart:

Resolution No. 1 - July 30th, 1952.

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
The l8th International Red Cross Conference,
having noted that pursuant to Resolution L adopted by the XVIIth Inter

national Red Cross Conference, and the opinion expressed With regard to this 
Resolution by the World Health Organization,

Standing
approves the report presented by the reorganized/International Commission 

for the Study of Medical Equipment, as well as the new regulations of this 
Commission, whose title will henceforth be "International Commission ®or Medical 
Equipment" ;

insists that the matter of blood transfusion equipment be studied as a 
question of primary importance.

This Resolution was approved.

A letter from the Austrian Red Cross Society was brought to the attention 
of the Commission. This letter enclosed a Resolution adopted during the 
Regional Meeting of a number of Red Cross Societies in Innsbruck. This Resolution 
deals with the three following items:

(1) Training of Red Cross Personnel
(2) Standardization of medical equipment of the Red Cross
(3) Security Zones
The Commission decided that the discussion on the first of these points 

should be referred to Item III (c) on the Agenda. The second of these points 
should be discussed later on in the day under Item II. The third point should be 
referred back to the General Commission.

Item II (b) Role of the Red Cross in blood transfusion. The Chairman 
referred to the commentaries of the League of Red Cross Societies. He stressed 
that all blood donations should be on a voluntary and unpaid basis. Mr. Dronsart 
raised the question of terminology and believed that the word "blood bank" had a 
bad psychological effect on the public, reminding them too much of a commercial 
bank. A discussion followed in which the following delegates participated - 
United Kingdom, Belgium, Canada, Switzerland, United States of America, Australia, 
New Zealand and Chile.
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The following Resolution was proposed by Mr. Drohsart and supported by 
Dr. Meuli.

Resolution No. 2 - July 30th, 1952. . . Orig. French

BLOOD TRANSFUSION CENTRES AND; SERVICES
The 18th International Red Gross Conference,
decides that for the denomination of technical and administrative 

organizations dealing with blood transfusion, the terms "centre" and "service" 
shall be used preferably to all others. " '1

This Resolution was approved.
Item II (c) Role of the Red Cross in first-aid. The Chairman referred 

to the commentaries of the League of Red Cross Societies. Air Commodore Hewat 
informed the Commission of the Symposium on artificial respiration recently held 
during the session of the Health Advisory Committee. He proposed that the 
recommendation adopted by Health Advisory Committee of the League and the Board 
of Governors should be submitted to the Conference. This Resolution reads as 
follows:

Resolution No. 3 - July 30th, 1952 Orig. English

ARTIFICIAL RESPIRATION
The l8th International Red Cross Conference,
recognizing the superiority of the Holger-Nielsen method of manual 

artificial respiration over the majority of other similar methods, particularly 
in respect of pulmonary ventilation, ease of execution and simplicity of 
instruction,

recommends that the Holger-Nielsen method of artificial respiration be 
adopted as soon as feasible for general basic instruction of Red Cross personnel; 
this should not exclude, however, the teaching of other methods of artificial 
respiration for use in special circumstances and conditions.

This Resolution was adopted.

Following the approval of the above Resolution, the delegate of the 
Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of U.S.S.R. gave..a report about 
the organization of first aid in. that country.

Item II (d) Role of the Red cross in the fight against tuberculosis.
The Chairman referred to the commentaries of the League of Red Cross Societies.
In the discussion, the following delegates participated and described the conditions 
prevailing in their respective countries - Colombia, Yugoslavia, Switzerland, Iran 
U.S.S.R., Italy, Belgium, Rumania, Israel, New Zealand and Spain. It was 
emphasized that medical personnel were particularly exposed to tuberculosis. As 
school teachers may be regarded a potential source of infection, the Commission 
felt that they should be regularly examined. The opinion was expressed that the 
fight against tuberculosis should primarily be organized by the government, the 
Red Cross helping in the propaganda and the rehabilitation of patients.
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It was felt necessary to continue the existing collaboration of the Red Cross with 
other organizations, National and International working in the same field.

Item II (e) The Red Cross and maternal and child welfare. The Chairman 
drew attention to the commentaries of the League of Red Cross Societies. The 
delegates from Belgium and Netherlands drew attention to the value of dried 
mothers' milk in infant welfare and recommended that existing blood transfusion 
services might be utilized for the drying of mothers' milk. The delegates from 
Rumania, U.S.S.R., and the United Kingdom gave a report on conditions prevailing 
in their countries. -

Item II (f) The Red Cross and Mental Health. The Chairman referred to 
the commentaries of the League. Mr. Dronsart spoke about hospital libraries 
particularly in relation to mental patients. He proposed a Resolution which was 
supported by Dr. Meuli who said that he would like to add that collaboration 
should be established with the World Health Organization and the World Federation 
for Mental Health.

Resolution No. 4 - July 30th, 1952. Orig. French

READING AS THERAPY FOR MENTAL CASES 
The l8th International Red Cross Conference,

considering that reading, properly guided, -may constitute a very 
effective therapy in the case of mental disease, and that

the Red Cross at present holds an important position with regard to 
hospital libraries,

invites National Societies to complete their work by providing appropriate 
reading material for this special group of patients, also

invites the League of Red Cross Societies in collaboration with the other 
international organizations which deal with problems of mental hygiene to begin 
the study of this question and to forward the results as soon as possible to 
interested National Societies .

The Resolution was unanimously approved.

Item II (g) Standing International Commission for Traffic Safety and 
First-Aid (S.O.S.-T.) - possible discontinuance of the Commission.
The Resolution adopted by the Board of Governors of the League in 1950 advising 
the discontinuance of this Commission was approved by the Health Commission.

Resolution No. 5 - July 30th, 1952 Orig. English

STANDING INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR TRAFFIC SAFETY . ,i
AND FIRST AID . . .

The 18th International Red Cross Conference,

considering that the Standing International Commission for Traffic.Safety 
and First Aid has fulfilled its purpose, decides that it should be dissolved., .
359
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Standardization of Medical Red Cross Equipment. This constitutes 
Item 2 of the previously mentioned Resolution presented by the Austrian Red Cross,
The Commission agreed to refer this question to the reconstituted International 
Commission for Medical Equipment,

Item III. Health Personnel: (a) Report of the League of Red Cross Societies. 
Miss Henstch presented the report of the League of Red Cross Societies and mentioned 
that since that report had been issued the Nursing Advisory Committee had met and 
presented a report to the Board of Governors of the League, The said report had 
been approved,

Having heard the report, the Commission unanimously approved the 
recommendations contained in the report of the Nursing Advisory Committee.

Item III (b) - Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross 
Miss Odier (i.C.R.C.) pointed out that the documents distributed, (D-2, D-12,), 
were to be read in conjunction, with the Summary Report on the Work of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross and issued by that Committee for the 
Conference. After a few remarks made by the Indonesian Red Cross Delegation, deal
ing with the special needs for nurses in Indonesia, the Report was unanimously 
adopted.
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Item III (c) Status of Health Personnel - entrance requirements and 
conditions of service. Miss Odier (I.C.R.C.) presentedthe report on the 
questionaire issued, by the I.C.R.C. (Document D-13). With reference to the 
training of nurses, Miss Henstch stressed the need for such training to conform 
in content to the recommendations of the International Council of Nurses, Miss 
Odier agreed to this.

The report was supported by Dr. Meuli, Switzerland and Mr. Dronsart, 
Belgium, who emphasized the importance of the services rendered for many years by 
Miss Odier of the International Committee of the Red Cross, and Miss Hentsch of 
the League of Red Cross Societies, to the International Red Cross in the nursing 
field.

The report was unanimously approved.

Item III (d) Home Nursing. Miss Hentsch directed attention to a special 
report presented by the League to the Nursing Advisory Committee which had been 
circulated (D-6).

Representatives of the following countries took part in the discussion, 
Belgium, Canada, United States of America, Australia, Switzerland, Netherlands and 
the United Kingdom. They all spoke in support of the Home Nursing programme under 
the Red Cross.

Point 1 of the letter of the Austrian Red Cross - Standardization of 
Training of Red Cross Personnel. A brief discussion took place in which the 
representatives of the International Red Cross Committee, the League of Red Cross 
Societies and the representatives of the National Societies of Chile and the 
United Kingdom, stressed the impossibility of standardizing the training of Red 
Cross personnel because of different national conditions. It was agreed that the 
Secretariat of the League of Red Cross Societies be requested to answer the
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Austrian Red Cross drawing to their attention the .recommendation just passed by the 
Commission as well as those already adopted at other International Red Cross 
meetings.

. Item I.V. Social Assistance - The Red Cross and Social Assistance,
Miss Hentsch referred to the report prepared by iyime Gillet and to the recommend
ation which had been passed by the Board of Governors of the League on July 25, 1952. 
A discussion followed in which the representative of the following countries took 
part, U.S.S.R., Chile, United States of America and the United Kingdom. The above- 
mentioned recommendation entrusted the Secretariat of the League with further study 
of the question.

All items of the Agenda having been covered, the Chairman in closing the 
session expressed his thanks to the delegates for their participation in the 
discussion. He also thanked the International Committee of the Red Cross, the 
League of Red Cross Societies and the Canadian Red Cross for their co-operation 
in the organization of the work of the Commission.
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