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XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference
J U L Y  23. T O  A U G U S T  9, 1 952

TORONTO. CANADA ,

REPORT CF THE RELIEF COMMISSION

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, I have the honour to present the re
port on the work of the Relief Commission. The Commission met on Monday, July 28th; 
Tuesday, July 29th and Wednesday, July 30th.

I. Election of the Chairman, Vice-Chairmen, Rapporteur and Secretaries

At the opening session Mr. Leather (Canadian Red Cross), Acting Chairman, 
proposed the nomination of Mr. Erling Steen, President of the Norwegian Red Cross, 
as chairman of the Commission. Mr. Steen was elected as chairman unanimously by 
acclamation.

The following additional officers were elected:

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. H.H.Leather (Canadian Red Cross)
Dr. Vittorio Minucci (Italian Red Cross)
Sardar Singh Puri (Indian Red Cross)

Rapporteur: Mr. John Wilson (American Red Cross)

Secretaries: Mr. E. Winsall (League of Red Cross Societies)
. .. Mr. H. Coursier (ICRC)

II. General Red Cross Relief Action
Reports were heard from, the ICRC and the League of Red Cross Societies, 

both of which were unanimously accepted by the Commission without discussion. In 
the field of Red Cross relief work 'there were discussions by a number ofthe Soci
eties pointing out the importance of the relation of the Government with Red Cross 
activities on the national and international level. There was further discussion 
on the desirability of ·. coordination and standardization of emergency relief. Sug
gestions from various Societies were, brought to the attention of the Commission in
cluding the suggestion that the League be asked to continue to . develop its activi
ties in this field.

III. Brief Reports of National Societies on Their Relief Operations and 
Experiences in Relief Work.

There was a. report on the relief operation in Italy. The Italian Red Cross 
representative and the Italian Government representative expressed gratitude in be
half of the flood victims of the Po Valley Flood Disaster last winter for the gener
ous assistance given by other national societies. There was a brief report from other
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Societies on disaster operations and plans being used in their countries to meet 
needs growing out of disaster situations. A number of the Disaster Reports from 
Red Cross Societies are available at the Conference.

IV. Civilian Population in Times of War - Role of the Red Cross

The attention of the Commission was directed to the commentary of the 
League of Red Cross Societies. The Belgium Red Cross commented favorably on the 
material as it was presented and stated it would serve as an excellent guide for 
the use of national societies in the future. The Korean delegate expressed his 
heartfelt thanks for the aid given to his country through the Red Cross and the 
United Nations. A representative of the United Nations expressed appreciation of 
the efforts of the national societies, the League of Red Cross Societies and the 
ICRC for the assistance given to the United Nations Organization in its desire to 
provide assistance to needy and suffering people in Korea.

V . Relief to Refugees - Role of the Red Cross

Reports were heard from various societies on their experiences in relation 
to this problem.

VI. Resolutions Adopted 

1. Famine Relief

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference, noting 
there is from time to time famine in various parts of the world, that is especially 
serious at present,

CALLS upon National Societies to respond to appeals from
Sister Societies, and

RECOMMENDS all National Societies to coordinate with the 
Leaguie of Red Cross Societies their relief contributions in order to effect the 
most urgently required aid, and in the most expeditious manner,

URGES that assistance so extended be made on the uncondi
tional basis of pure humanitarianism and in the spirit of mutual assistance and 
brotherhood among the people of all nations, under the principles of the League of 
Red Cross Societies,

RECOMMENDS that the recipient Societies report to the 
League of Red Cross Societies their use and/or distribution of these supplies, and 
further

RECOMMENDS that in order to coordinate the efforts of Nati
onal Societies, the League of Red Cross Societies make a special study of the needs 
of famine areas, so that advice concerning the urgency of needs of the respective 
famine-stricken areas may be given to National Societies.

2. Assistance to Civilian Population of Korea

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,

REALISING the extreme distress and the grave needs of the 
millions of war victims in Korea and the desire of the National Societies to forward 
relief for distribution in the traditional and free manner which had proved so suc
cessful before the outbreak of hostilities in Korea,
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KEGKETS that the United Nations, military authorities, have had 
difficulty, during military action in arranging for the adequate flow of all Red 
Cross supplies which could have been made available by National Societies to the 
Red Cross Society of the Republic of Korea;

UNDERSTANDS that these difficulties have been overcome to an ex
tent which has permitted an increased quantity of Red Cross supplies to be shipped 
into Korea in recent months;

VIEWS, however, with concern any restrictions not the result of 
military necessity incidental to their shipment to and distribution in Korea which 
may have the effect of hampering the free flow of Red Cross supplies in accordance 
with the traditional principles of the Red Cross;

DRAWS the attention of the Secretary General of the United Nations 
to the special position of the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Soci
eties recognized by the United Nations under Resolution 55 (l) of the General As
sembly of that body passed on 19th November, 19U6,

REQUESTS the Secretary General of the United Nations in pursu
ance of that resolution and in furtherance of the aims and principles of the Inter
national Red Cross to confer as-soon as possible with the League of Red Cross Soci
eties in order to determine the measures whereby the- flow of Red Cross supplies to 
Korea may be facilitated and the difficulties above referred to resolved without de
lay, and further

REQUESTS the League of Red Cross Societies to offer once again to 
the Red Cross Society of the Peoples Republic of Korea the provision of relief to 
war sufferers on its territory.

3- Mutual Assistance Between National Societies

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
CONSIDERING the difficulties of ascertaining the best methods by 

which National Societies can help each other by the provision of relief supplies,
RECOMMENDS that the League of Red Cross Societies give a more 

definite lead to National Societies as to the type of relief supplies which each 
country is in:a position to make available to meet the special needs of any pote
ntial recipient, and further,

RECOMMENDS that while recognizing the desirability for all Nati
onal Societies to participate in the relief of distress wherever it may occur, due 
regard should be paid to ensuring that the donor Society take into account its special 
responsibility for the needs of its own country, and particularly when other National 
Societies are making contributions for relieving distress in the country of the donor 
Society, and further

RECOMMENDS that in cases-where a National Society is (or has been 
in the immediate past) appealing for help, the League of Red Cross Societies, when 
circularising any other appeal, on behalf of1 any other Society, should indicate to 
the first mentioned Society that the appeal is sent to it primarily for information; 
The League should also indicate whether it appears possible for such a National 
Society to send or make a token contribution in kind from some local source of sup
ply without prejudicing relief work undertaken in the Society's own country, and 
further RECOMMENDS that the League of Red Cross Societies should not in
itiate any general appeal on behalf of a National Society except at the specific 
request of the National Society concerned.

A . Facilities to be Granted by Governments to National '..Societies and to 
the International Red Cro£s_ Organization in Matters of Relief

The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
REAFFIRMS Resolution XL voted by the XVIIth International Red Cross
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Conference held in Stockholm in 19^8,
URGES. Governments to meet, as far as possible, requests 

from National Societies with regard to facilities in connection with relief ac
tivities, thereby enabling the Red Cross to use all relief funds directly for aid 
of those in need.

5· Relief to Children
The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
HAVING considered a report submitted by the Canadian Junior 

Red Cross stressing the need for additional direction in the providing of relief for 
children in various countries throughout the world,

REALIZING that such direction and guidance necessitates ex
tensive research at the international level in cooperation with other international 
agencies,

REQUESTS the League; of Red Cross Societies to investigate 
relief needs among children in all ports· of the world and, to this end to cooperate 
in study and research with such international agencies as World Health Organization, 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, and United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency Fund, and to inform the National Societies from 
time to time as to,

1. The supplies most needed in a particular country requiring relief with 
detailed specifications and requirements as to clothing, including sizes, 
design, fabric, etc., food,medicines and school supplies;

2. Details as to relief already· .supplied tc any such country and information 
as to how further contributions of relief might supplement this;

3'. Desirability and efficacy of supplying vitamins, should they he more 
appropriate than hulk foods, and the relative economies in the purchase 
thereof.

"V-,

6. Disaster Relief
The XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
RECOMMENDS t-0 the National Societies and the Governments of 

their respective countries to endeavour to endeavour to implement the recommendations 
adopted by the Seminar on Disaster Relief which met in Mexico City during September 
1951, and which were approved as resolutions by the Vj£th Inter American Red
Cross Conference held immediately thereafter in that capital.

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen

This concludes the report on the work of the Relief Commission which I 
have just had the honour to present.

356
llf.55: 2-8-52

»


