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MINUTES OF SECOND PLENARY SESSION 
of the

XVTIIth INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS CONFERENCE 

July 28, 1952

The second Plenary Session of the XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference 
opened at 3 p,m0 Monday, Toly 28th, under the Presidency of Mr, John A. MacAuley, 
Chairman of the Conference*

Mr, MacAuLay stated that he would first hear from the Delegation of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republic and then from Ambassador François-Poncet, 
Chairman of the Standing Commission of theInternational Red Cross Conference, 
after which he would recognise the nationgfl.Red Cross or Red Crescent Society 
or Government wishing to speak on the question of the presence at the Conference 
of certain Governments and national Red Cross Societies,

The representative of the U.S,S.R* protested at not having been recognized 
by the Chairman of the Conference at the 1st Plenary Session on Saturday, July 
26 th.

The Chairman explained that due to the flood-lighting of the stage he had 
not been able to see the Soviet Delegation seeking for recognition. He stated 
that lighting arrangements had been changed so that he could see all the delega
tions from the stage and he asked that in the future delegations seeking recog
nition raise the name-plate of their respective country.

Ambassador François Poncet, Chairman of the Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross Conference explained the manner in which the Commis
sion had arrived at decisions to invite the Governments and the Red Cross Socie
ties present at this Conference, He then read the list of protests received at 
the presence of the Government of National China and the Red Cross Society of 
Formosa as well as protests against the presence of representatives of the 
People's Republic of China and the Red Cross Society of the People's Republic 
of China,

The Chairman then recognized the President of the Cuban Red Cross who 
re-presented the protest of that Society at the presence of the Delegates of the 
Red Cross of the People's Republic of China. He also referred to a memorandum 
circulated by representatives residing abroad of the former Red Cross Committees 
of Albania, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poland, Roumania and the Baltic 
countries

The Chairman recognized the President of the Belgian Red Cross who appealed 
to the Conference not to exclude any Society of Government.
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The Chairman recognized, the representative of the U.S.S.R. who protested 
against the presence of the representative of the Government of the National 
Chinese Republic and the Red Cross Society of Formosa,

The Chairman recognized the President of the Nicaraguan Red Cross, who 
appealed for discussions in a comradely spirit: he asked that no one be exclu
ded and that everyone should have equal rights.

The Chairman recognized the representative of the Czechoslovak Red Cross who 
replied to the Cuban Delegate and asked for the explusion of the Red Cross Society 
of Formosa, He protested.against the distribution of the memorandum above.

The Chairman recognized the President of the Roumanian Red Cross who pro
tested the presence of representatives of the Government of National China and 
the Red Cross Society of Formosa for distribution of the above-mentioned memo
randum.

The Chairman recognized the representatives of the Chinese Republic Delega
tion who replied to the demands of the Red Cross of the People's Republic of 
China for the expulsion of the representatives of the National Government of China 
and the Red Cross Society of Formosa,

The Chairman recognized the president of the Brazilian Red Cross who suggested 
that Point 7 of the Rules for the recognition of national Societies be amended.

The Chairman recognized the representatives of the People's Republic of China 
who renewed the request of that Delegation for the expulsion of the representatives 
of the Government of National China and the Red Cross Society of Formosa,

The Chairman recognized the representatives of the Ecuadorian Red Cross who 
appealed for the maintenance of the presence of the Representatives of the Govern
ment of National China and the Red Cross Societies of Formosa,

The Chairman recognized the President of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross who recalled that this Conference is not a diplomatic one but a humani
tarian one called to lighten suffering and he appealed to both sides to sit together 
in this Conference,

The Chairman recognized the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the League 
of Red Gross Societies who urges that the Conference not indulge in political debates 
or take decisions based on political considerations. He supported the stand taken 
by the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross Conference with regard 
to invitations issued for the Conference,

The Chairman recognized the President of the Standing Commission of the Inter
national Red Cross Conference who replied to accusations of the representatives of 
the People's Republic of China that protests of that Society against the invitation 
extended to the National Government of China and Red Cross Society of Formosa had 
been ignored by the Standing Commission
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The Chairman recognized, the President of the Venezuelan Red Cross 
who asked that Point 1+ of the Rules for the recognition of national Red 
Cross Societies be observed in the spirit in which it is written.

The Chairman recognized the representative of the Dominican Red Cross 
Society who appealed for the maintenance of the representation of the 
National Government of China and the Red Cross Society of Formosa,

There being no further speakers the Chairman suspended the meeting 
for 45 minutes in order to permit the Bureau of the Conference to consider 
the protests received and the Report of the Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross Conference,

After the recess, the Chairman read the following resolution proposed 
by the Bureau of the Conference;

AFTER HAVING STUDIED ALL THE PROTESTS PRESENTED IN WHATEVER FORM,
THE BUREAU OF THE CONFERENCE IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE ACTION
TAKEN BY THE STANDING COMMISSION IN EXTENDING INVITATIONS TO BOTH
GOVERNMENTS AND SOCIETIES AND INDICATING THE RESPECTIVE CAPACITIES 

IN WHICH THEY SHOULD ATTEND SHOULD BE CONFIRMED BY THE CONFERENCE.

The resolution was formally proposed by the Ecuadorian Delegation, 
and seconded by the Canadian Delegation,

The resolution was adopted by 58 votes for and 25 against with 5 
abstentions,

The Brasilian Red Cross and Government delegation voted in favour of 
the resolution, with a reservation as to the seating of the Red Cross Society 
on Formosa, which is considers should sit as a full member.

The Chairman proposed the creation of a Drafting Committee with Mr,
T.W. Sloper (Brazilian Red Cross) as Chairman, the Secretary General of 
the Conference, Dr, Stuart Stanbury (Canadian Red Cross), and two Assistant 
Secretaries General, Mr, Jean Duchosal (i.C.R.C.) and Mr, Henry W,Dunning 
(L.O.R.C.S.) as member and Mr, Cuthbert Scott (Canadian Red Gross) as 
Secretary

The Chairman's proposal was approved.

The Chairman Recognized Mr. T.W.Sloper (Brazilian Red Cross), Assistant 
to the President of the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross 
Conference, who stated that proposals of the Standing Commission for revision 
of the Statutes of the International Red Cross and of the By-Laws of the 
International Red Cross Conference and additional proposals received from 
the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the U.S.S.R since the 
last meeting of the Standing Commission would be found in the boxes of all 
Delegations, These proposals will be discussed by the General Commission
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The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m


