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REPORT OF THE JUNIOR BED CROSS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Junior Red Cross.Advisory Committee net 
for its fifth session, Decenber 3-5 1951 at the Headquarters 
of the League in Geneva, under the chairmanship of Mr,
Phillips (Great Britain). At his suggestion, Mr. Shanker 
Nigam (India), was appointed rapporteur.

The Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee is 
composed of 13 national Societies, twelve of which were 
represented at this meeting. These were the national Societies 
of the following countries; Austria, Canada, France, Great 
Britain, India, Italy, Panama, Switzerland, South Africa, 
Turkey, United States and Yugoslavia. Only, the Ecuadorean 
Red Cross was unable to attend and sent excuses. Nine 
national Societies were represented by observers; they were 
those of Australia, Bolivia, Western Germany, Denmark, Norway, 
Netherlands, Paraguay, Philippines and Svreden,

I have the honour to present to the Executive 
Committee a brief report of the work of the Junior Red Cross 
Advisory Committee and to submit to it the recommendations 
which were adopted, for the most part unanimously. Permit 
me to emphasise tho interest aroused in this meeting, not only 
on the part of the national Societies members of the Advisory 
Committee, but also by the observers. Moreover, the agenda 
was essentially of a practical nature and the presence of many 
directors of national Junior Red Cross Sections made it possible 
to arrive at very positive results.

The first item on the agenda was the report of 
the Junior Red Cross Bureau on its work since the month of 
October 1950. The Acting Director of the Bureau commented on 
the various parts of this report and a number of members of the 
Committee spoke on then. In addition Mr. Schussele presented 
a brief report on the last Conference of International Youth 
Organisations, which was held in Paris, from November 21st to 
27th 1951. The report as a whole was adopted unanimously, 
which naturally implies that the Advisory Committee approved 
the work acconplised by the Bureau during the past year, in 
spite of its restricted staff and limited financial resources.

■At its last session the Executive Committee of 
the League had had submitted to it a proposition of the Pro
gramme Commission to the effect that the Junior Red Cross



- 2 -

Bureau should become a section of the Bureau of Organisa
tion and Development of national Societies, and that the 
functions of the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee should 
be extended to include the activities of young people over 
eighteen, and as a consequence that this Committee should 
be entitled ."Youth Advisory Committee". The Executive 
Committee had decided to refer this matter to the Junior 
Red Cross Advisory Committee for study and recommendation.
After a long discussion, the Advisory Committee decided 
unanimously to reject the conclusions of the Programme 
Commission and to request the Executive Committee to retain 
the Junior Red Cross Bureau in its present form and to main
tain the present nomenclature of the Junior Red Cross Bureau 
and of the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee.

Further, the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee 
recommended that these two bodies should be entrusted with 
the moral responsibility of providing adequate liaison between 
young people leaving the Junior Red Cross and entering the 
senior society.

The Advisory Committee then gave the greater part 
of its efforts to study of the Junior Red Cross programme for 
1952, It first gave definite directives to the Junior Red 
Cross Bureau of the League in a number of recommendations of 
a practical nature which will undoubtedly be noted by the 
Executive Committee. It then passed in review the three main 
parts of the general Junior Red Cross programme:

In regard to Health and First Aid, the Advisory 
Committee did not think it wise to publish a standard inter
national manual on these subjects because of the widely 
differing conditions existing in the world, both as regards 
medical regulations and methods, and the nutritional principles 
and habits existing in each country.

In regard to the Service programme, a recommenda
tion was adopted to the effect that the Bureau give an in
creased part of its attention to the study and description of 
situations where Junior Red Cross assistance would be justified.

In regard to International Friendship, a number of 
practical suggestions were made concerning the development of 
exchanges in all forms for the purpose of increasing Inter
national understanding through the. Junior Red Cross.

The agenda of this meeting included the study of 
several reports on international manifestations which had 
taken place in the course of the year 1951. These reports 
were studied by four working commissions appointed by the 
Chairman, and the result of their discussions were presented 
as recommendations in the plenary session.



The first .group (Great Britain, South Africa 
and Yugoslavia) studied the Bureau's report on the meeting 
of several European national Junior Red Cross Directors to 
discuss exchanges of visits and international Junior Red 
Cross Centres, which was held in Great Britain in 1951.

The second group (Canada, India, Netherlands 
and Switzerland) studied the Bureau's report on the inter
national Centre cat Woudsehoten, Holland, in July_1951. This 
group studied particularly the suggestions made by the Juniors 
of eleven countries while at. this Study Centre.

The third group (Erance, Great Britain, Italy) 
studied the Bureau's report on the international Junior Red 

' Cross Centre which was held at Barnett Hill, Great Britain 
in August 1951,

Finally the fourth group (Austria, United States, 
Panama) carefully studied the resolutions of the Vlth Inter- 
American Red Cross Conference (Mexico, October 1951), relative 
to Junior Red Cross. It suggested that .the Advisory Committee 
propose to the Executive Committee the approval of these 
resolutions, with some modifications in wording and that‘the 
national Junior Red Cross Sections of Latin America continue 
to receive the most sympathetic understanding in their special 
problems.

In the Bureau's report on a study visit to Geneva 
of an international group of Junior Red Cross members (July 31st 
to August 8th 1951), it was recalled that this visit had been 
financed by the International Folke Bernadotte Fund, This 
fund also enabled financial assistance to be given towards the 
two study centres organised by British and Netherlands Junior 
Red Cross Sections. The Advisory.· Committee requested the 
Finance Commission of the League to study the possibility of 
continued financial support in order to assist future Junior 
Red Cross manifestations.

The Advisory Committee noted with satisfaction the 
practical application given by several national Junior Red 
Cross Sections to the recommendations of the Hanover Conference 
(April 1951) on the problems of refugees in Western Germany 
and. Austria.

Presented with a resolution, voted in November 
1950, by the Conference of International Youth Organisations, 
requesting the League to undertake action for the benefit of 
the health of students, the Advisory Committee considered that 
this resolution was not within its competence and recommended 
that it be referred to the Health Advisory Committee of the 
League,



\

- 4 -

Mr. Milsom, Under Secretary General of the League, 
recalled that for some tine it had seened necessary to he 
able to call upon an expert in the World of education who 
would be able to give valuable advice to the Junior Red Cross 
Bureau of the League. Mr. Louis Verniers, Director of Ele
mentary and Normal Education in Belgium and member of the 
Executive Committee of UF'SCC, has been good enough to express 
his willingness to accept this task as a volunteer, In 
thanking Mr. Verniers for placing his great experience at the 
service of the Junior Red Cross, the Advisory Committee urged 
particularly that henceforth M r . Verniers should participate 
In the meetings of the Committee,

At the end of its session, the Advisory Committee 
was called upon to elect a Chairman, to replace Mr. Phillips, 
whose functions in the League Secretariat as Director of the 
Bureau of Organisation and Development of national Societies 
are incompatible with those of Chairman of an Advisory 
Committee of the League. The Committee chose Mr, Nedim Abut 
(Turkey) up till now Vice-Chairman, Also, two Vice-Chairmen 
were appointed; Mr. Livingston Blair (United States) and 
Mr. Yves J.Debrousse (Franco). These elections are of course 
submitted for the approval of the Executive Committee.

At the close of the discussions of the Advisory 
Committee, the Junior P.od Cross Directors of several European 
countries held a meeting to arrange the programme of inter
national centres which will take place during the summer of 
1952.

Also, several delegates studied with the Junior 
Red Cross Bureau a technical report, the aim of which is to 
present the best means of ensuring the passage of older Juniors 
into the ranks of the adult Red Cross,

Annexes: Recommendations of the Junior Red Cross Advisory
Committee
Proposed amendments to the resolutions of the VIth 
Inter-American Red Cross Conference relative to 
Junior Red Cross.
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