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The Yugoslav Red Cross is an independent organization under the auspices of the 
state. It determines its tasks in the closest cooperation with the State health and social 
welfare service.

The main work of the Yugoslav Red Cross is centered on health activity. By 
engaging the broad masses it helps the health service in its efforts to preserve national 
health, to promote ideas about hygiene, and to improve hygienic conditions.

MAIN ORGANIZA
TIONAL DATA

In the New Yugoslavia the Yugoslav Red Cross was founded during the national 
liberation war, on the liberated territory in May, 1944.

All the bodies of the Yugoslav Red Cross are subject to election, being accountable 
for their ;work to the electoral body which elected them.

The supreme bodies of the Yugoslav Red Cross are the Assemblies: Central, 
Republican, District and Local. These Assemblies elect their committees, viz.:

The Central Committee,
the Republican Committee,
the District Committee,
the Local Committee.
The committees are composed of up to one-hundred members, from whose midst 

are elected the executive committees, as well as the presidents, vice-presidents and 
secretaries.

The Central Committee is headed by the President, two Vice-Presidents and the 
Secretary General. The other committees are headed by presidents (if necessary, they 
may have vice-presidents) and by the secretaries.

All these committees discharge independently the business from their jurisdiction.
The Central Committee determines the policy and general course of work of the 

Yugoslav Red Cross through its Executive Committee. This work relies especially on 
the District and Local Committees, of which there are about 12,500. I

The Central Committee and the Republican Committees each have four sections 
(for the health enlightenment of the people, for the training of personnel, for struggle 
against tuberculosis, for blood transfusion). The purpose of these sections is to rally 
specialized workers to their different tasks. Many of the larger Local Committee also 
have some of these sections.

The Central and the Republican Committees each have the following departments: 
the Health and Social Department, and 
the Financial and Relief Department.

The Central Committee also has a Foreign Relations Section, and an Information 
Bureau.



MEMBERSHIP AN 
FINANCING

Every Yugoslav (citizen with civil and political rights may become a member of 
the Jugoslav Red Cross. There are no special conditions for membership.

The Yugoslav Red Cross has 1,397,473 adult members, and 1,215,263 junior 
members. Among its associates there are about 170,000 specialized workers (doctors 
and other health officials), and about 300,000 assistant health officias trained at Red 
Cross courses.

The source of funds of the Yugoslav Red Cross are membership fees (24 dinars 
annually for adults and 12 dinars annually for junior members); one dinar on each 
cinema ticket in all the cinemas in Yugoslavia, 1% on the price of inter-urban 
transport fares, and 0.50 dinars on each postal I delivery during Red Cross Week.

In adition to these regular funds, donations are also collected.
Donation campaigns are held twice a year; during Red Cross Week, and during 

Anti-Tuberculosis Week, when badges and special stamps are sold.

HELP TO THE ARMY 
AND VETERANS

During times of war it helps evacuate, transport and nurse the wounded and ailing 
fighters of the Yugoslav People’s Army, and prisoners of war. It participates in the 
protection of the civilian population.

In times of peace it extends comradely help to veterans. It assumes patronage 
over invalid homes.

With foreign countries it exchanges information regarding prisoners of war and 
internees, and helps their repatriation. It participates in the distribution of relief. It 
intercedes for former prisoners spf war and internees in obtaining legal documents 
required by them.

PRESENT HEALTH AND SOCIAL 
PROGRAM AT HOME AND ABROAD

In the event of elemental calamity it helps with its first-aid teams, giving medical 
material, setting up field kitchens, field first aid stations and hospitals.

At its courses for passive civilian defence it trains the population for defence.
It gives international assistance in money, material, teams and (specialists.
The health program is as follows: health enlightenment and raising the level of 

hygiene of the people, training assistant health personnel (first-aid givers, assistant 
nurses, and assistant surgical instrument nurses), struggle against contagious diseases, 
and tuberculosis, administration of blood transfusion, comradely aid to the sick 
in institutions, and to home reconvalescents.

In the field of social work it extends comradely aid to the weak and exhausted, 
participates (in giving relief to socially unprovided for persons, helps combat alcoholism, 
takes part in accomplishing the social policy of the State. It accepts patronage over 
the homes of the aged and exhausted. It participates in /the distribution of the Inter
national Children’s Fund and of other assistance from abroad.

THE JUNIOR 
RED CROSS

The tasks of the Junior Red Cross are to spread health knowledge among children 
and youth, to accustom children in personal hygiene, and to develop a sense for 
cleanliness and a feeling of responsibility towards , preserving health, in developping 
a feeling of respect for the ill, aged and disabled, and a readiness to help them.

It works on the promotion of love and companionship among children at home 
and towards children in the world.



PUBLICATIONS
The Yugoslav Red Cross publishes regular and periodical reviews. Its regular 

publications are the “ Jugoslovenski Crveni Krst” (“ Yugoslav Red Cross” ), and “ Zdrav 
Podmladak”  (“ Healthy Juniors” ). It periodically publishes text-books and manuals for 
its members, brochures and 'the like.

INTERNATIONAL
ACTIVITY

In the international field the Yugoslav Red Cross maintains cooperation and 
friendship with other Red Cross organizations in the world and with other health .and 
social organizations. The Yugoslav Red Cross is actively engaged in preserving peace 
in the world.


