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During Red Cross days and weeks Red Cross flags wave over Helsinki and other places in Finland.

¿ L'he Red Cross idea came to Finland at an early date. On March 15, 
1876, the regulations of the original Finnish Red Cross, »The Finnish 
Society for the Care of Wounded and Sick Soldiers», were adopted and 
on May 7, 1877 the society was formally established. Since Finland 
belonged to Russia until 1917 as a Grand Duchy, the organization 
operated under the Russian Red Cross Society in wartime during the 
first few decades of its existence. It sent ambulances of its own to theaters 
of war on a number of occasions and otherwise worked to realize the aims 
of the Red Cross. Its programme also included many peacetime activities.
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When Finland became independent the Finnish Red Cross was able 
to expand its programme to the full. Its organizational structure was 
reformed and it attained in every respect the status and character of a 
national Red Cross Society. It was then that its name was changed to 
the Finnish Red Cross. The International Committee of the Red Cross 
gave it formal recognition in 1920 as a national Red Cross Society, and 
the following year it was approved as a member of the League of Red 
Cross Societies.

At the head of the Finnish Red Cross is a Council of thirtyfour 
members, thirty of whom are elected by the annual meeting of the Society 
and four are official representatives of the Government. The Council 
elects the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Society and a Central 
Committee which directs the practical work of the Society. The Central 
Committee consists of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Society, 
six members and, automatically, the Secretary-General of the Organiza
tion. Since the death of the Marshal of Finland, Raron Carl Gustaf Man- 
nerheim in 1951, Major-General A. E. Martola has been Chairman of 
the Finnish Red Cross. Secretary-General since 1930 is Colonel G. 
Taucher. The Secretary-General supervises the activity of the organ
ization. It is enjoined on him to introduce measures, in accordance with 
the work programme approved by the Council, for the all-round develop
ment of the activities of the organization, to prepare the agenda for the 
Central Committee, and to execute, in accordance with the instructions 
issued by the Central Committee, the resolutions made by the Annual 
Meeting and at meetings of the Council and the Central Committee. 
The Secretary-General supervises and leads the work of the other officers 
of the organization and manages its property.

The Country is divided into 14 districts, corresponding roughly to 
the administrative provinces. The activities carried out in each of the 
districts are directed by the District Committees. Local agencies are 
the Red Cross branches, of which there are now about 500, covering 
nearly all the parishes in the land.

4



Finnish Red Cross stamps for the year 1952 with 
the picture o f the Marshal o f Finland, Baron C.G. 
Mannerheim. Chairman o f the Finnish Red Cross 
1922— 1951.

The Finnish Red Cross sells adresses 
and cards for congratulations and 
condolances.

Any Finnish citizen o f blameless character wishing to contribute 
towards the promotion o f the Red Cross ideal may become an individual 
member of the Finnish Red Cross. In addition, the districts and branches 
of the organization can accept donator members.

The number of members in the Society was, at the end of 1951, 81,182.
The State subsidizes Red Cross work to an insignificant extent. The 

programme must be financed through donations, collections and from 
business enterprises, lotteries etc. The Ladies Committees have been 
especially successful in collecting funds for Red Cross work. The Finnish 
Red Cross has the right to issue every year special surcharged postage 
stamps. The Society also has a Floral Fund, which sells adresses for such
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A picture from the Red Cross 
Christmas sellings in a stores 
in Helsinki.

purposes as congratulations and condolences, greeting cards etc. In 
addition, annual collections are arranged by direct appeals to firms. A 
regular fund-raising campaign has been planned for every second year.

In its activities the Finnish Red Cross is a wholly independent and 
free civic organization. Thus it is not obliged to submit its decisions 
and projects to any State agency for approval. On the other hand it 
works in collaboration with the authorities. Throughout its existence 
the Society has effectively supported legally established nursing and 
public health work by frequently taking the initiative in promoting 
legislative measures on their behalf. The support it gave the whole 
nation during the years of the last war has been universally recognized 
and acknowledged.
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The Finnish Red Cross has organized exhibitions to publicize its work. The picture shows a detail o f an
exhibition of this kind.

One of the eight windows in Helsinki 1951 by which the Finnish Red Cross yearly in the Christmas
month of December presents its activities.



The working programme of the Finnish Red Cross covers both war 
and peace-time duties.

We shall mention below some of the most important duties today.

8



Of the regular medical institutions under the administration o f the 
Red Cross, The Red Cross Hospital in Helsinki continued to be one of 
the most important. During the last year the average number of patients 
per day was 162.33. In 1951 its policlinic received 69,752 patients. The 
hospital served in wartime as a centre of the society’s military hospitals. 
It has played a significant role as an educational institution. As a surgical 
hospital and first-aid station it has been able to provide both its doctors 
and its nurses with guidance and instruction in the special duties of 
wartime.

Since the beginning of 1940 the Finnish Red Cross has taken care of 
all surgical work connected with cleft lips, gums and palates. Since 1948 
it has maintained in Helsinki a regular hospital for plastic surgery, with 
22 beds —  the main centre for the nursing of these special cases. In 
addition other patients are admitted who are in need of plastic-surgical 
incisions, e.g. persons suffering from the after-effects of accidents or 
congenital defects.

Young patients at 
the hospital for 
plastic surgery.



A miniature model o f the planned hospital for rheumatic diseases the foundation of which has already been
laid.

The Finnish Red Cross has undertaken to establish an up-to-date 
hospital for rheumatic diseases. This project has progressed to the stage 
of completed foundation work. The hospital is being built in direct 
connection with the Finnish Red Cross hospital and its capacity will be 
260 beds.

In the border regions and the remotest and poorest parts of the 
country the Finnish Red Cross, since 1927, has maintained cottage 
hospitals. The public health nurses who work as matrons in these cottage 
hospitals also carry on maternity and child care education activity, 
both in the hospital and in homes in these districts. The cottage hospital 
also acts as a clinic where first-aid is administered and victims of accidents 
and other clinical cases are given treatment.

A  » Children's Castle»  has been built in Rovaniemi, North Finland. 
This Children’s hospital includes 30 beds for small children, a preventor
ium with 30 beds, and an orphanage for 20 children. It can easily be 
enlarged. Another Children’s hospital operates in connection with the 
public health centre in Turku.
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The »Children's Castle» in Rova- 
niemi, North Finland, was com
pleted in the spring of 1951. The 
pictures show the reception hall 
and a patient’s room in the »Child
ren’s Castle».

The world’ s northernmost Red 
Cross cottage hospital situated at 
Outakoski close to the Norwegian 
boder. A picture from the opening.
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The morning reveille at one of the Finnish Red Cross summer camps for children.

Finnish Red Cross districts and Ladies Committees maintain a large number o f  nurseries and children’s 
day homes. The picture shows a children’ s day home near Helsinki for children o f war disabled.
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Children’s day-homes, Kindergartens and nurseries have been main
tained on the initiative o f the Finnish Red Cross districts and Ladies 
Committees.

Arranging of summer recreation for children is also a very important 
mission especially in a country where the winters are long and the 
amount of sunshine small. On the initiative of the Finnish Red Cross 
summer camps and opportunities for out-door life have been organised. 
In Finland many hundreds o f people get drowned annually, a good 
number of them children. Finnish Red Cross districts arrange courses 
in swimming, life-saving and artificial respiration. In the summer, they 
also maintain holiday homes for mothers from families of restricted 
means.

For the provision of artifical limbs the Finnish Red Cross founded, 
soon after the Winter war, factories and workshops for the manufacture 
of artificial limbs and the supports needed by disabled men and othes 
invalids. There are now 1 big factory and 2 workshops of this kind.

One o f the working halls in the factory' for the manufacture of artificial limbs and support 
needed by disabled men.
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Two war-blinded learn to 
weave at the Finnish Red 
Cross courses.

The blind learn to make 
baskets. The picture was 
taken at the Red Cross 
institute for the war-blind
ed on Nynas estate.
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The Finnish Red Cross started its ivelfare work among the war invalids 
during the Winter War in 1939. In Finland the Red Cross did the pioneer
ing work in this line. A few years ago the Government and the war 
invalids own fraternal association, The Disabled Ex-servicemen’s 
Association in Finland, took over the professional training of the disabled 
and arranged for their employment, but the war-blinded are still 
the objects of special care on the part of the Finnish Red Cross. 
There are about 180 war-blinded from the last two wars. The 
society maintains a special institution for war-blinded on an old estate 
named Nynas, where a series of 6-month basic training courses in basket- 
making, brush-making and weaving have been arranged for war-blinded. 
3-year courses in basket-making are run at the same place. The Finnish 
Red Cross maintains on the same estate permanent residences for war- 
blinded and their families. The Finnish Red Cross has distributed tandem 
cycles, radios, special watches and typewriters manufactured for the 
blind. It was on the initiative o f the Society also that leader-dogs were 
provided for the war-blinded.

Subordinated to the Central Committee, the Finnish Red Cross 
maintains a bureau for the care of the war disabled, which handles matters 
concerning the care of those disabled. The bureau keeps a central card 
index, which is continuously made more complete, of the war invalids 
in Finland. This only complete card index of all the war disabled in the 
country contained about 50.000 names at the turn of the year 1951/1952. 
The work of the bureau also comprises the social care of the invalids, 
mainly aimed at the war blinded, further the management of the occu
pational centre for the war blinded at Nynas estate and the care and 
supervision of the Finnish Red Cross homes in Helsinki for studying 
war invalids. The bureau further advices not only the war blinded but 
also other disabled ex-servicemen and continues to some extent with 
the welfare work in the form of monetary relief and providing clothes 
for them.
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A Red Cross poster to enlist 
blood donors.

Ever since 1948 the Finnish Red Cross has administered the blood- 
service for the whole country. It has established 45 blood-service bureaus 
in connection with hospitals. The Central blood-service bureau is housed 
in the Finnish Red Cross hospital at Helsinki. There were 16,993 vol
untary blood donors in 1951 who gave their blood a total of 33,681 times. 
Fresh blood requirements can almost be satisfied, but it has not yet 
been possible to produce sufficient quantities of blood plasma. — It may 
be mentioned that blood donors receive no fee for their blood.
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The life o f a newly bom  baby is saved through changing 
its blood at the birth.

The Finnish Red Cross blood service badge. The badge 
in silver is awarded to those donating blood a minimum 
o f 5 times, a gilt badge for 20 times and a badge in 
gold for 50 times.
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The Finnish Red Cross has about 600 
medical supplies loan depots.

The Finnish Red Cross has organized temporary courses in home 
nursing in various parts of the country. This activity was given a more 
permanent character in January 1950 when the first course was held 
in Helsinki for those who wished to serve as instructresses in home 
nursing. To date 35 courses for 355 instructresses and 385 courses for 
housewives have heen held. 7,214 persons have qualified. These courses 
attempt to ease the heavy burden on the skilled corps of nurses, and to 
free them from simpler nursing duties which can safely be entrusted to 
unskilled persons.
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The Finnish Red Cross has, since 1930, founded medical supplies 
loan depots. Many hundreds of depots are in operation today, providing 
on loan almost everything needed for home nursing.

The Finnish Red Cross maintains 115 first aid stations of which 82 
are situated along the main highways, and are operated in co-operation 
with the Automobile Club. The others are situated in out-of-the-way 
localities where first aid for accidents and cases of disease is difficult 
to obtain.

Another outstanding line of activity is the Ambulance Service run 
by many Red Cross districts. Last year for example a total of 876 ambul
ance trips were made in Lapland alone, the total distance covered being 
56,996 km.

Transport o f  the sick has specifically been carried out in the Northern and Eastern Red 
Cross districts. The picture shows a Red Cross ambulance-car travelling in Lapland.
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The Finnish Red Cross has built up a reserve of nurses. It founded 
this reserve in 1926, calling on all trained nurses to enrol as members. 
This reserve comprises all the trained nurses in the country and now 
has a membership of 14,000. The reserve can be mobilized in war-time 
and other emergencies such as epidemics and serious catastrophes. The 
Finnish Red Cross maintains a permanent Nursing Office for the reserve 
nurses.

In addition to the abovementioned specified forms o f work and 
tasks, the Finnish Red Cross carries on a varying work in favour of the 
raising of public health and the improvement of nursing conditions in 
the country. This activity has continued in many different ways. One 
has endeavoured to support the work of the state and municipal medical 
care authorities in this field and in collaboration with them, various 
branches of the Finnish Red Cross have organized and maintained 
different forms of medical care and activities. With a view to develop 
this activity one has worked out an extensive programme for the raising 
of the public health and for the improvement of nursing conditions, 
suitable for work in the field, and the realization of this programme has 
already been started.

In welfare activities attention has been primarily devoted to the 
aged. In 1951 a systematic card index of the aged was initiated for the 
whole country; their means of livelihood was investigated and the 
practical organization of voluntary welfare for the old was planned at 
the same time.

Among other important welfare work may be mentioned the assist
ance the Finnish Red Cross gives to persons in times of emergency and 
in the event of catastrophes. Over 5,000 persons benefitted from this 
work in 1951.

The Finnish Red Cross publishes two periodicals »Suomen Punainen 
Risti» and »Finlands Roda Kors» both of which are issued 10 times a
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One o f the thousands of aged persons who 
have derived benefit from the relief activities 
o f the Finnish Red Cross.

year. Through them the organization endeavours to carry out information 
activities in the signs of humanity and medical care and to illuminate 
the work and aspirations of the Red Cross.

In addition to the activities mentioned above, the Finnish Red Cross 
undertakes other duties such as combating a number of diseases, encour
aging the communes to build Health Houses etc.

Like the Red Cross organizations in other countries, also the Finnish 
Red Cross tries to put into practice Henri Dunant’s great ideas of 
friendship and understanding between the Nations.
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A Finnish Red Cross appeal: »Support our work, come with us.»


