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Our Cover
The Red Cross was conceived on the 

blood-soaked battlefield of Solferino. It 
has grown and matured in the presence 
of death, disaster and distress. Against a 
background of bitterness and bloodshed, 
accident and adversity— or because of it—  
the Red Cross has become the largest and 
the greatest humanitarian organization in 
the world.

This has been accomplished through an in
tangible but indestructible force for good—  
the "sacred international principle" which 

inspired Henry Dunant in 1863, and which he set forth in the minutes of a 
meeting of the five men who founded Red Cross.

It is this sacred international principle of service which has drawn and 
welded together the peoples of the world for the welfare of mankind and 
which has brought them to Canada for the XVIIIth International Red 
Cross Conference.

A  simple travel tag in three languages— English, French and Spanish 
— is a symbol of this meeting.
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n o n . Leopo ld  M acau le y , y .O .  

C ha irm an  o f C en tra l C ou n c il

Harold H. Leather, M.B.E. 
Chairman of Executive Committee

o f  t h e  Canadian Red Cross Society feel proud and 
singularly honored to be host to the XVIIIth International 
Red Cross Conference.

To the delegates representing the Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion 
and Sun — To the delegates representing nations — And to the observers 
for societies and organizations working for the common welfare of man
kind — To all o f you, we extend our warmest welcome.

H [ e  k n o w  t h a t  the tasks and undertakings shared at 
this conference are accepted with a deep sense o f service and responsibility, 
and the results achieved here will be an influence for good throughout 
the world. W ith your heavy program o f conference work, we hope 
that the occasions for relaxation and contact with our citizens and our 
country will be pleasant and memorable.
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Crudely-fashioned . . . 
sewn together by an army 
surgeon . . . but a symbol 
of service— the first Red 
Cross emblem appeared 
in Canada in I 885

CANADA AND THE RED CROSS
by Max Braithwaite

Canada and the Canadian Red Cross Society have grown 
up together. Ours is a young country. The British North 
America Act that joined the scattered portions of our 
country under one federal government was passed in 1867, 
just four years after the first Geneva Conference. The 
first Red Cross flag flew in 1885, the same year that the 
first transcontinental railway, the Canadian Pacific, joined 
the far western province of British Columbia to the more 
settled East.

At that time, the great central plains, now part of the 
provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba, were 
largely wild tractless wastes settled by Indians and half- 
caste farmers. In 1885, these settlers, fearing the loss of 
their lands and led by that misguided visionary, Louis 
Riel, were in rebellion against the Crown and a militia force 
had been sent out from eastern Canada to put down the 
uprising. Accompanying the troops was a volunteer 
ambulance brigade, organized by Surgeon-Major G. S. 
Ryerson, later Major General, Canadian Army Medical 
Service. On April 24th, as the force was fording the North 
Saskatchewan River near Batoche, Ryerson decided that 
the horse-drawn spring wagon, used as a makeshift ambu
lance, should have some mark to distinguish it from the 
other wagons. He borrowed some red factory cotton from 
the artillery column, cut it in two strips and stitched them 
onto a white square. This formed the first Red Cross ever 
used in Canada. Thus, a scant 21 years after its birth, 
the emblem of mercy was used on the wild and strife-ridden 
plains of our country. As dreamed by Henri Dunant, it 
served for the protection and care of the wounded during 
battle.

Fifteen days later at the Battle of Batoche the same flag 
was used to protect the wounded. Now officially recog
nized as the first Red Cross emblem ever used in Canada, 
it is part of the John Ross Robertson collection at the 
Toronto Public Library.

General Ryerson’s interest in Red Cross work and prin
ciples had been stirred by a visit to Europe as a young 
medical student. He realized the important role Red 
Cross could play in Canada and constantly urged organiza
tion in this country. In the autumn of 1896, when the 
population of Canada was less than 5,000,000, and this 
conference city of Toronto was a little town, a group of 
representative Canadians, including many prominent 
statesmen and public men, held the organization meeting 
in Toronto. The new society, with General Ryerson as 
chairman, was known as the Canadian Branch of the British 
National Society for Aid to the Sick and Wounded in War. 
It held the subtitle of the British Red Cross. This was 
the first overseas branch of the British Red Cross.

Its earliest active work was during the Spanish-American 
war in 1898, when subscriptions were invited. Although 
only a small amount of money was raised for the sick and 
wounded soldiers, Canada was at least taking some respon
sibility in the international obligations of Red Cross.

In 1899, with the outbreak of war in South Africa, to 
which Canada sent troops, the infant Society showed signs 
of active growth. Branches were formed in Montreal, 
Quebec, Winnipeg, Vancouver, Fredericton and more than 
fifty smaller centers. Supplies of clothing, invalid food, 
and blankets were collected, as well as approximately 
$50,000 for forwarding to South Africa.
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General Ryerson was appointed Red Cross Overseas 
Commissioner for Canada and in January, 1900, sailed to 
South Africa with the second Canadian contingent. At 
Orange River Crossing he distributed comforts to the 
Canadians he found in hospital there. At Kimberley, he 
bought certain necessities, including basic hospital equip
ment and supplies for the sick and wounded, who daily 
arrived in ox-wagons. At Bloemfontain, he provided such 
varied articles as mattress ticks, bath sponges, mosquito 
netting, towels, fans, feeding cups and even fresh eggs.

Around the turn of the last century, Canada, after a dis
appointing period of stagnation, began the growth that is 
still going on. Settlers from the United States and Europe 
began pouring into the rich wheat lands west of the Great 
Lakes. Towns sprang up along the long railway lines 
almost overnight. In 1905, Saskatchewan and Alberta 
joined Confederation as provinces.

In 1909, the Canadian Red Cross Society Act was passed 
by the Canadian Parliament establishing the Canadian Red 
Cross Society as a corporate body to provide volunteer aid 
according to the Geneva Convention. However, the new 
society still was only a part of the British Red Cross Society.

The first president of the Canadian Red Cross was 
General Ryerson, who held the position from 1914 until 
1916 and he probably did more than any other one man to 
establish the society in Canada.

1914 and the beginning of World War I are important 
dates for Canada and the Canadian Red Cross Society. 
As a people, we gained stature and an increased awareness 
of national importance. The Society sprang from its 
rather somnolent state into a vigorous activity that has char
acterized it ever since.

Throughout the four years of the war, the young society 
never slackened the pace set at the beginning. Through 
it, the people of Canada contributed more than $35,000,000 
for the relief of suffering. It shipped 341,325 cases of 
supplies overseas. It established and maintained five 
hospitals in England and one in France, provided dozens 
of recreation huts, homes and other facilities, and main
tained two Red Cross ambulance convoys as well as trucks 
used for transporting Red Cross goods in Europe. An 
information bureau was established in London and numer

ous other facilities provided for the comfort and conveni
ence of Canadian service men. It might rightly be said 
that the Canadian Red Cross came of age during World 
War I.

In February, 1918, the Society passed a resolution 
pledging itself to continue the work of mercy. So, when 
the war ended, it was prepared to use the vast organization 
set up during the conflict for peace-time work according 
to the principles of the League of Red Cross Societies, 
established in 1919. More and more branches were estab
lished across the country as more and more Canadians 
became concerned over the plight of less fortunate people 
elsewhere in the world.

Here in Canada, too, the work of the Society increased. 
Nursing stations and outpost hospitals were established in 
out of the way regions. The Junior Red Cross was organ
ized so that children all over Canada might come to know 
and appreciate the problems of children in other parts of 
the world. Disaster services were set up through which 
Red Cross could speedily and efficiently come to the assist
ance of persons afflicted by fire, flood and other calamities. 
But we were still officially part of the British Red Cross.

Then, in November, 1927, the International Committee 
recognized the Canadian Red Cross as an independent 
national society making it a full partner with other national 
societies.

By 1939, the Society had grown to 374 branches in nine 
provincial divisions with a total membership of 60,000 
workers. Early that year, a separate national head
quarters was established to co-ordinate the work of the 
provincial divisions. From the time the National Society 
cabled $25,000 for the relief of the survivors of the Athenia 
until the end of World War II the Canadian Society—as 
did all other national societies on both sides of the conflict 
— worked unceasingly to relieve the suffering of service men 
and civilians. The women of Canada, particularly, worked 
hard and long, making and shipping overseas more than 
52,000,000 articles. Altogether the Canadian people 
through their Red Cross Society contributed goods and 
money amounting to $125,000,000 as well as volunteer 
services of inestimable value.

I Continued on Page 17 i

Today Canada's first Red 
Cross emblem is a valued 
item in the John Ross 
Robertson collection at 
the Toronto Public Library
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BRINGING “ HOME”
mu, HOSPITALS

For the Craftsman— A  Pleasant, Profitable Pastime

Books Brighten Lives of Bed Patients

8

Living in a hospital can be lonely, uncomfortable and 
terribly dull. Fortunately, there are a number of things 
that can be done to relieve it. One is to have interesting, 
profitable employment, not too complicated or difficult, 
carried on in pleasant surroundings. The other is to have 
some place nearby to go that breaks monotony. Some 
place where there are radios, magazines and games. Where 
a man can sit around and yarn with his buddies, entertain 
visitors, buy himself a coke or a cup of tea. Some place 
that’s like home.

The Canadian Red Cross Society makes both possible 
for hospitalized veterans with its Arts and Crafts program 
and its hospital lodges. These are just two aspects of an 
extensive veterans’ program carried on by thousands of 
volunteer Red Cross workers.

There is George Atkinson, for instance, a 78-year-old 
ex-Royal Navy sailor and Canadian Army veteran of the 
first world war. Under proper care at Toronto’s Sunny- 
brook hospital, where he has been for the past five years, 
pensioner Atkinson is reasonably healthy and energetic. 
When he first came to the Department of Veterans’ Affairs 
hospital, he was unhappy because he had nothing to do.

Then, under the guidance of the Red Cross teachers, he 
took up weaving and became an expert. Now George 
works away at it during most of his waking hours, in the 
pleasant arts and crafts room in the basement of the 
hospital. George weaves the cloth for scarves, towels, 
handbags and other useful articles. He buys all his raw 
materials and sells finished articles through the Red Cross 
volunteers, so he makes a small profit. Last year, George 
entered five of his pieces in the Canadian National Exhibi
tion and emerged with five prizes; three firsts and two 
seconds.

Just downstairs from George’s room is that of cheerful 
grey-haired Henrietta Cumming, who was a nursing sister 
in the First World War. She has been in hospital for the 
past four years. Like George, Henrietta is an expert 
weaver (three prizes at last year’s C.N.E.) and is happy 
because she is busy. She saves the money from the sale 
of her products and each summer manages to spend a couple 
of weeks holiday in a special camp in the northern part 
of the province. “ M y life would have been rather miser
able if I didn’t have this work,” she says, “ I ’m afraid I 
would have been very hard to live with.”

The Red Cross Arts and Crafts program, capably 
directed by Miss Vera Carpenter, has workshops in nearly 
all of the Government veterans’ hospitals across Canada 
and it employs a staff of 47 supervisors and teachers,

Despatch



LODGES AT HOSPITALS, LIKE THIS ONE IN VICTORIA, B.C., PROVIDE VETERANS WITH OUTDOOR PLEASURE

assisted by hundreds of volunteers. Last year alone 17,821 
veterans made almost 53,000 articles.

The work has a definite therapeutic value and preserves 
active mental interests.

But to get back to Henrietta and George who are good 
friends and often stroll over to the Red Cross lodge on 
the hospital grounds. If the weather is inclement, they 
can get there through a tunnel that connects hospital and 
lodge. The lodge is usually well filled with veterans, old 
and young. Some are in wheel chairs; some on crutches; 
others have limbs in casts; but all are enjoying themselves 
away from hospital routine and regulations for a few hours.

The lodge is large, bright and attractively furnished. 
There is a canteen manned by Red Cross volunteers, where 
men can buy smokes, candy and soft drinks. There is a 
large cafeteria where everything from a cup of tea to a 
full-course meal may be purchased at cost. Here, Red 
Cross volunteers (this lodge has 850 veterans) cook, 
wash dishes and serve tables. There is a large recreation 
room, with a small stage, complete with grand piano. 
From this stage, some of the top entertainers in the business 
— movie, radio and stage stars have entertained the 
veterans. Behind the recreation room, two more rooms, 
one containing the library and reading room, the other 
fitted out with ping pong tables, dart boards, record player 
and television set.

In another wing of the building are eleven comfortable 
bedrooms, where patients’ relatives may stay for the small 
sum of $1.75 per night, including breakfast.

In summer, many patients like, and need, not-too- 
strenuous outdoor exercise. This is obtained on eight
July, 1952

bowling greens outside the main recreation room. Twice 
a week, from June until September, members from the 
clubs in the Ontario Lawn Bowling Association give 
instruction and stage competitions. Other days, they 
invite veterans to visit outside clubs for a game. Members 
of the Red Cross Corps take care of the veterans’ trans
portation. At the beginning of the season, there is a big 
party and, at the close, another similar event at which 
prizes are distributed. To most, however, the privilege of 
being able to play is the biggest “ prize” .

There are eight of these Red Cross lodges in cities across 
the Dominion. Much of the furniture and equipment in 
each was donated by individuals or business firms. Some 
of the lodges actually manage to pay their operating ex
penses out of the small charge they make for meals and 
accommodation for veterans’ relatives.

Of course, many hospitalized veterans, because of the 
seriousness of their ailments, can make use of neither the 
lodges nor the Arts and Crafts program. These are not 
forgotten. Eight hundred Canadian women from coast 
to coast are Red Cross hospital visitors. They sit with 
the patients, bring them smokes and other comforts, write 
letters, run errands and provide a friendly, “ listening”  ear 
to personal problems.

For those who are able to sit up, there are regular show
ings of the latest and best moving pictures, provided by 
the Red Cross film service. If they enjoy reading, there 
are the Red Cross libraries.

The Canadian Red Cross Society has not forgotten and 
will never forget, that it was the plight of wounded soldiers 
that started the greatest humanitarian movement the 
world has ever known.
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OUTPOSTS 
of MERCY

Many Outpost Hospi
tals Serve Northern 
Canada. This Shy Es
kimo Girl Was a Pa
tient At Yellowknife

At four o ’clock on a cold winter morning there was a 
loud banging on the door of the white, three-room Red 
Cross nursing station on the island of Miscou, off the coast 
of New Brunswick.

No answer.
The banging was repeated. . . louder and more frantic.
A light appeared in a small front window. The door 

opened and a sleepy-eyed young woman in pyjamas and 
dressing gown looked out.

She saw a bearded, heavily-dressed young fisherman 
touch his cap. “ Come in, come in,” she said, “ before you 
freeze to death. What’s the matter?”

The man could scarcely speak for fear and anxiety. The 
words trembled on his lips. “ It’s my wife. . . She’s bleeding 
bad. . .Please come and help her.”

The Red Cross nurse had been out until past midnight 
tending a baby with croup, but she didn’t hesitate. In a 
matter of minutes, she was dressed in her parka and seated 
in a rough sleigh beside the fisherman, ready for the three- 
mile drive through sub-zero weather to his home.

When they arrived, the woman’s condition was critical. 
She was in the pain of childbirth, hemorrhaging badly. 
Only a quick examination was necessary to confirm the 
nurse’s fears. A blood transfusion was the only thing that 
could save the woman’s life.

The nurse made a swift decision. The husband must 
go back to the nursing station and telephone the mainland 
for a supply of Red Cross blood. Then with quick, sure 
skill, she went to work to administer to the patient.

Three hours later, the husband returned from his urgent 
errand. “ M y wife— ?” he said. The nurse put her hand 
on his shoulder. “ She’s weak, but she’s resting now and I 
know the plane will be here in time— ”

She paused.
And in a tense hush, they both heard it. A low hum in 

the sky— that was now a drone— now a throbbing roar.
The husband dashed out into the snow, frantically 

waving and shouting. The plane’s wing tips dipped and 
as the man stopped and stared, a small bundle slipped 
away from the craft; a parachute suddenly shook itself 
out in full red and white bloom. An easy-to-find marker 
when the bundle finally settled down on the snow.

In a matter of minutes, the husband was excitedly 
handing the bundle— a strong wicker basket, containing 
well-wrapped bottles of precious blood— to the nurse.

His wife’s life was saved. And then there was another 
life— a new life. A mewing bundle in a basket, comfortably 
close to the hot kitchen stove, told the husband that he 
was a father.

This story is a dramatic example of the work of the 184 
Red Cross nurses serving in 71 outpost hospitals and nursing 
stations scattered across Canada, from the maritimes in 
the east to the coast of British Columbia in the west.

Of course, not all their work is of life and death nature. 
Much of it is routine nursing: pulling fish hooks out of 
fingers, bandaging cuts, treating frostbite or sunburn and 
caring for the sick or injured. Last year, 77,726 patients 
were treated in hospitals, homes and clinics. In addition, 
10,423 school children were given physical examinations. 
This brought the total to 88,149 persons receiving benefit 
from this service.

Canada is a vast country and many of her citizens were 
living in regions where adequate medical facilities were not
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STAFFING AND MAINTAINING OUTPOST HOSPITALS AND NURSING STATIONS IS AN IMPORTANT SERVICE

available until the Red Cross began establishing outpost 
hospitals and nursing stations. In 1920, this work was 
started in the provinces of Saskatchewan, Alberta and 
Manitoba. Gradually it was introduced in the remaining 
provinces and today it is one of the most important services 
of the Canadian Red Cross Society.

However, the Red Cross takes a hand in the health 
services of a community only when there is a definite need. 
As a general policy, the provincial governments, communi
ties and Red Cross share the capital costs of buildings and 
equipment, but there are various methods of launching the 
service. The Red Cross provides the staff and maintains 
the hospitals and nursing stations. This arrangement con
tinues until the community is able to assume full responsi
bility of a hospital. Then the Red Cross withdraws and 
assigns the money and organization to some other com
munity requiring assistance.

The nursing stations typify the real spirit of the Red 
Cross— the spirit of service where it is needed, when it is 
needed, no matter how difficult the circumstances. The 
stations are situated in areas far removed from railways or 
highways. Often the only way to reach them is by boat 
or air. Their names echo the poetry of the spacious 
grandeur of Canada. Names like Endeavor, Saskatche
wan; Barachois, Quebec; Matachewan, Ontario; Juniper, 
New Brunswick.

The stations themselves are small, three-room frame 
buildings containing a bedroom, sitting room and small 
treatment room. Generally, the nurses live alone, but a 
few have housekeepers to help them. The nurses must be 
ready at all hours of the day or night to go on calls. For 
this reason there are no beds for patients at the nursing 
station. If a person requires hospitalization, the nurse 
makes arrangements to send the patient to a town or city 
with proper facilities. Her own experience in covering her 
territory— often extending over hundreds of square miles 
— is invaluable in securing fast transport for urgent cases. 
To visit injured or sick, a nurse becomes accustomed to 
travelling by car, boat, horseback, skis, dog team, airplane 
or on foot.

Recently, on the coast of British Columbia, a Red Cross 
nurse braved the storm-tossed waves of the open sea in a 
small boat to attend a lighthouse keeper who had broken 
his leg. She was violently ill and soaked to the skin when 
she arrived, but she did an expert job of caring for the 
injured man.

In addition to regular nursing duties, the nurses carry 
out a program of public health in communities. They

(Continued on Page 17)

Horseback Is Another Form of Travel
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Canada Can Thank the International Conference at London for the Corps 
Girls Who Contribute Thousands of Valuable Hours to Red Cross Work.

WHENEVER SHE BECAME LONESOME SHE TELEPHONED THE CORPS GIRLS FOR BIRD SEED

The alert, efficient, smartly-uniformed members of the 
Canadian Red Cross Corps symbolize the spirit of the 
whole Red Cross volunteer organization. There are over 
1,000 active corps members in cities from St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, to Victoria, British Columbia, and more 
than 700 associate members standing by ready to serve in 
any emergency.

The Canadian Corps was organized as a result of the 
resolution at the 1938 International Red Cross Conference 
in London which instructed all delegates to bring to the 
attention of national societies the importance of trained, 
uniformed personnel in the work of Red Cross.

Early in 1940, fifty-eight detachments were organized 
across Canada with a total membership of about 6,000. 
Fifteen hundred of these volunteered for overseas service 
but only 641 were required. These served as ambulance 
drivers, nurses' aids, transport drivers, office assistants, 
canteen workers, welfare workers in military hospitals, 
handicraft instructors and in many other capacities. In
12

France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Italy, Africa, Sicily 
and Great Britain, they won respect and admiration for 
their cheerfulness, industry and ability to “ take it” under 
fire and adverse conditions.

Since the war, the corps had dropped the military' 
trappings but continues to serve in everyr way required. 
As one official stated recently . . . “ We do just about 
anything and everything the local Red Cross branch wants 
us to do.”

For instance, the Halifax corps’ biggest job is meeting 
ships and taking in hand the bewildered, new Canadians 
who arrive here from Europe. Amidst the hurry and noise 
of a busy port in a strange land, a calm, smiling, friendly- 
person, wearing the emblem that the newcomers have 
learned to trust, makes just the difference between con
fusion and assurance.

Not long ago, a young man, living in Montreal, wrote to 
say that his mother and father were arriving from Hungary, 
but he couldn’t get off work to meet them. However, he

Despatch



enclosed a sum of money and asked if the  corps girls would 
buy a box of cigars for his father and a box of candy for 
his mother . . . just a little something to make the old 
folks feel good. The corps girls accepted the assignment 
as routine and then, on their own, arranged a long distance 
telephone call between father and son. Watching the look 
on the old man’s face as he talked to his son more than 
repaid them for the expense they incurred.

The big majority of Canadian Corps members are hard 
working business girls or housewives who don’t have any 
more spare time than the rest of us, but last year they 
gave a total of over 152,000 hours of “ spare-time” service 
to people who needed it most. They buy their own uniforms 
and, except for certain big out-of-town assignments, pay 
their own expenses when on a job. A good deal of the 
work is at night and often takes them over rough terrain 
in all kinds of weather. They have driven through blizzards 
in Saskatchewan, through floods in British Columbia and 
Manitoba, and through mud in every part of the country.

During the disastrous fires that practically destroyed the 
Quebec towns of Rimouski and Cabano, leaving 2,800 
homeless, corps girls from the Quebec detachment were on 
the job rounding up refugees, finding food and shelter for 
them and caring for children. In fact, every time the 
Red Cross disaster service swings into action, corps mem
bers are on the job.

But by far the biggest percentage of their work is much 
less dramatic than disaster duty. The corps makes the 
aged, the sick and the disabled their special care. Nearly 
every detachment has a program for shut-ins. Drivers call 
around regularly to take them for an outing . . . often 
the only recreation these unfortunate persons get.

Members of one detachment tell of a woman, old and 
crippled, living alone in one room. Her only companion 
was a dog. Then her landlady decided the dog couldn’t 
be kept in the room and the corps girls bought her a love 
bird for company. They also undertook to provide seed 
for the bird. In a short time the girls discovered the pet 
had a surprising appetite. The explanation was amusing 
and touching. Whenever the old lady became too lonesome 
she would phone and say that she was out of bird seed. 
Although the Red Cross volunteers saw through this mild 
deception easily enough, they visited her whenever possible.

Veterans in hospitals across the country know the corps 
girls well. Each detachment spends a great deal of time 
driving disabled men from place to place for treatment or 
recreation, visiting those confined to bed, arranging 
parties, writing letters, running errands— doing anything 
they can to help.

Many detachments, such as the one in Charlottetown, 
P.E.I., do a great deal of work for the Blood Transfusion 
Service, such as listing and notifying donors and trans
porting supplies and materials.

In Windsor, Ontario, the corps workers find time along 
with their other work to visit the home for delinquent girls 
and teach handicrafts, besides giving parties for the girls 
and providing them with films and other entertainment. 
The same detachment looks after the Red Cross sick room 
supply loan cupboards in the city. These “ loan cupboards” 
have wheel chairs, hospital beds and other equipment that 
is loaned by the service. The corps girls also recondition 
used materials with paint, brush and hammer.
July, 1952

Entertaining the sick and aged is special concern

In Regina and three other western cities the corps 
drivers have undertaken the task of pick-up and delivery 
in the important mothers’ milk service which the Red 
Cross renders to the maternity wards of hospitals.

Corps members in London, Ontario, visit the patients 
at the mental hospitals. Entertainment and outings are 
arranged for patients who are recovering from this illness. 
The Hamilton corps has a ward information service in the 
hospitals to assist nurses. They set up desks in halls and 
provide information for visitors, look after flowers and 
generally make themselves useful.

The Toronto detachment, which is the largest in Canada 
with 181 active members and 150 associate members, has 
an extensive and varied program. In addition to assisting 
shut-ins and helping veterans they have made the welfare 
and happiness of the sick and aged their special concern. 
One group regularly visits the Red Cross home for aged 
veterans where they provide entertainments and serve 
refreshments. Three times a year . . . Christmas, summer 
and autumn . . . they give special parties for the aged at 
which their own show, the “ Corps Capers,” provides the 
entertainment. They also assist in the well-baby clinics 
and recently began a program of teaching arts and crafts 
to young polio victims.

Any woman between the ages of 18 and 45, who is capable 
of doing the work, in good health and of good character, 
is welcome in the corps. If she is to be a driver she must 
pass a stiff Red Cross driving test. Then she takes a 
course in first aid, Red Cross history, service programs and 
corps standing orders. This may require from eight to ten 
weeks. After that she buys her uniform, is formally ac
cepted into the corps and receives her pin.

In broad outline the corps is organized along military 
lines with comprehensive regulations. However, no rank 
badges are worn. Some detachments include regular drills 
in their syllabus. Corps leaders explain that this type of 
training appeals to the women.

In fact, every part of the work of helping others has 
appeal for the corps members. As one five-year member 
proudly states: “ It gets you after a while . . . this business 
of helping others . . . any other use of our spare time 
seems almost like a waste of time.”
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A  TRAG IC  TASK— ALL EFFORTS TO FIND HIS W IFE HAVE FAILED

WHEN DISASTER STRIKES!
Disaster strikes hard— and fast!
And, in Canada, no organization is better equipped to 

meet domestic, local or national emergencies than the 
Red Cross Society.

When homes are destroyed by flood or fire; communities 
hit by epidemic, hurricane or explosion, the Red Cross is 
usually the first organization on the scene with skilled 
assistance.

Trained disaster teams with supplies and transport are 
ready to speed relief to any part of Canada on an instant’s 
notice. Branches and divisional offices in every province 
are working constantly to improve the services which they 
can give in the event of a national emergency. And behind 
each branch stands a national organization equipped to 
provide medical aid, food, clothing, shelter and transporta
14

tion when the need is beyond the resources of any branch 
or division.

Recognizing his specialized qualifications for the task, 
Colonel Walter B. G. Reynolds, national director of 
disaster services, was invited by the Dominion government 
to compile two official government publications— the basic 
welfare services manual and a pamphlet on the organization 
and operation of welfare centers and emergency lodging. 
He has also become a member of several government 
working parties that are studying emergency lodging, 
emergency feeding, emergency clothing, registration and 
information, social service, evacuation and reception.

Although 1951 is regarded as comparatively “ normal” , 
this Red Cross service assisted 5,760 victims in 792 
disasters.
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NO P R IC E  T A G  
ON B L O O D  -

Free blood to anyone who needs it . . .
That is the goal the Canadian Red Cross set itself when 

it inaugurated its National Blood Transfusion Service in 
January, 1947.

Free blood delivered to hospitals to save the lives of 
blue babies, burn victims requiring dozens of bottles of 
plasma. Free blood to save the life of a trapper who 
accidentally shot himself. Free blood rushed to motor 
accident victims. Free blood of the right type wherever it 
is needed . . .  in the quantities it is needed . . . delivered 
in perfect condition at the time it is needed.

To accomplish this, the Canadian Red Cross has set 
up perhaps the most complete and extensive system for 
collecting and distributing blood that exists anywhere.

It really began during the war when Canadians con
tributed over two million bottles of blood for the treatment 
of war casualties. After the war, Dr. W. Stuart Stanbury, 
M.B.E., who as transfusion officer of the north-east region 
of Britain had seen the value of blood therapy, was ap
pointed National Director of the Blood Transfusion 
Service and sent on a fact-finding mission across the 
country.

He discovered a great shortage of blood banks, instances 
of improper handling of blood, high cost blood transfusions 
. . .  in short, a great need for a National Blood Transfusion 
Service.

The Red Cross service began operation in British 
Columbia and since has spread across the country until 
now it operates in nine provinces. Last year 261,899 
bottles of blood were collected and 117,337 patients given 
transfusions.

Working with the provincial departments of health, the 
Red Cross contracts to collect, process, store and deliver 
the blood free to hospitals. The hospitals agree to give it 
without charge to patients requiring transfusion.

Dr. Stanbury outlines the guiding principle: “ Blood is a 
peculiar commodity in that it can only be obtained from 
human sources. It cannot be manufactured in the test 
tube, nor is there any adequate substitute. It cannot, or 
should not, be bought and sold as a commercial commodity, 
for it represents the free gift of one man to another in order 
that a life may be saved.”

A good indication of the reception of the Blood Trans
fusion Service across the country came from Saskatchewan 
recently, the latest Red Cross division to introduce the 
service. After months of preparation, a full-scale blood 
depot was established in one wing of the Regina General 
Hospital. Then an all-out drive for donors was organized, 
centering around the city ’s 55 churches. Each church 
undertook to canvass every house in its area and altogether 
1,200 canvassers were on the job. So successfully did they 
explain the importance of the blood transfusion to the 
citizens that no less than 10,000 signed up as donors in 
this city of 70,000 men, women and children. This is the
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largest initial enrollment ever achieved since the blood 
transfusion service was begun.

Acquainting the public with the great need for blood, 
encouraging individuals to become donors and collecting 
the blood is a tremendous task. Much of the blood is 
collected through permanent blood donor clinics in the 
larger centers, but much more (last year 175,558 bottles) 
is collected by travelling clinics that go anywhere and 
everywhere donors are available. They travel in trucks 
driven by women drivers. Each clinic takes along a com
petent technical staff and all the necessary equipment. 
They set up in a town hall, or a factory, or a military 
establishment and accept donations. The most sanitary 
and exacting conditions are observed.

Like gold, blood is where you find it . . .  or rather where 
local workers can rouse enthusiasm for the simple, painless 
duty of giving a blood donation. Last year, for instance, 
one mobile crew from Edmonton, Alberta, loaded their 
equipment and staff into a Royal Canadian Air Force plane 
and flew over 900 miles of unsettled mountains and bush 
to Whitehorse in the Yukon Territory north of the province 
of British Columbia. So great was the response of the 
citizens of this frontier community that practically every 
able-bodied adult donated blood and no less than 700 
bottles were collected.

At the shops of the Canadian Pacific Railway in Winni
peg, Manitoba, 560 workers (80 per cent of the entire staff) 
donated a pint of blood each in a three-day clinic. In 
Victoria, British Columbia, enthusiastic volunteers staged 
a variety show called “ Pint Parade” in the Odeon Theatre 
under the patronage of the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
province. All the professional entertainers donated their

i Continued on Page 171

Dr. W . Stuart Stanbury, M.B.E.
He Introduced the Transfusion Service
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Their motto has only two words.
But those two words have a great depth and breadth 

of meaning, a soul-searching simplicity combined with a 
clean steel-like strength. And they form one of the 
shortest and probably most significant sentences in the 
English language: “ I Serve.”

Multiply that motto one million times and you have the 
Canadian Junior Red Cross.

From coast to coast in Canada almost 1,000,000 children 
are enrolled as Junior Red Cross members in 33,000 public 
and high school classrooms. Junior Red Cross is organized 
in the schools as a regular part of the children’s education. 
It demonstrates to them the ideals and practice of service. 
It promotes the care of their own health and that of others, 
the understanding and acceptance of civic and human 
responsibility, and the cultivation of a spirit of friendly 
helpfulness towards other children in all countries.

Statistically, it may be recorded that, during 1951, the 
Junior Red Cross raised almost $63,000 which went to buy 
food, clothing, soap, medical supplies, arts and crafts 
supplies, health kits and medical care for children in ten 
different countries.

Reports also show that for each of the past four years 
the Junior Red Cross has contributed $12,500/ for the 
treatment of pre-tuberculous children from w^r-stricken 
areas of Britain, France, Germany and Austria. The 
Canadian Juniors will likely continue to carry this responsi
bility.

But statistics do not tell a story. Case histories do.
Red Cross Juniors of high school age went to a city 

office of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind. 
They asked how they could serve blind citizens. They 
learned that other groups were doing everything possible 
for blind residents of the Institute’s home. But— there 
was one little thing that could be done for blind persons 
living in rooming houses or boarding with strangers. It 
was one little thing and, as frequently happens, it was 
vitally important.

Meetings are held in school rooms

Recently they sent a donation of five dollars to their 
J.R.C. office. They had earned the money doing odd jobs 
around neighboring farms. Submitting the money, the 
mother wrote: “  . . . We are sorry we cannot send more, 
but our daddy has been in hospital for six months and the 
older boys in the family have to support us by trapping. 
. . . But the children want to do their share to help other 
children who are less fortunate than they are.”

In the city of Toronto, 23 high school branches raised 
$2,000 to launch a play center for victims of cerebral 
palsy. Now that this project has been pioneered by the 
Juniors and the need demonstrated, it is likely that the 
government will agree to take over responsibility for its 
continued operation.

In Winnipeg, the Junior Red Cross bought an iron lung 
for the Children’s hospital. The equipment cost $2,150.

In Quebec, the Juniors paid the salary of two speech 
therapists to help children with speech difficulties, spas- 
tics, stutterers, hard of hearing and similarly afflicted. 
The Juniors operate a six-week camp for these children 
who receive concentrated treatment from two resident 
therapists.

In Montreal, Juniors gave 40 hearing aids to war veterans 
at St. Anne’s military hospital. High school Juniors raised 
funds to buy a car for the Home Visiting of the Medical 
Social Service Department of the Children’s Memorial 
hospital.

These people had no one to read to them or write their 
letters.

The Juniors became their “ eyes” . They formed teams 
of two and each team “ adopted” an elderly blind woman 
or man. The teams visited these people and read to them 
and did any writing they had to do. One team found one 
elderly blind woman who had unopened letters six months 
old, a treasure of friendship and affection sealed to her 
until the Junior Red Cross provided her “ sight” .

A family with five children lives on a homestead 30 
miles from the railroad. There is no school in the district 
so the children are taking correspondence courses to obtain 
a primary education. All five are enrolled as Junior Red 
Cross members.

In lonely, northern Canada there is a school for 33 
Indian children. Seventeen of them have not yet learned 
to speak English. All are members of the Junior Red 
Cross. Pennies are important to these youngsters; they 
rarely even see any other kind of money. Yet, they have 
a collection box for the Junior Red Cross work and when
ever possible each child contributes his or her penny. 
Recently, one little boy went to the teacher with a big 
smile on his face.

“ Well, teacher,” he said, “ I bought the Red Cross this 
morning . . .  I put two pennies in the box.”

If “ buying” the Red Cross is buying service to humanity, 
it’s his. And it also belongs to every other one of the 
million Junior Red Cross young people in this country.
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Canada and the Red Cross— (Continued from Page 7i
After the war, the Canadian society made the welfare 

of returning veterans one of its major concerns and greatly 
expanded the veterans’ services program. In 1947, the na
tional blood transfusion service, which aims to provide free 
blood to anyone in Canada who needs it as well as supplying 
the needs of our armed forces, was organized by the present 
national commissioner, Dr. Stuart Stanbury. The over
seas services, particularly to orphaned children and refugees, 
were greatly increased.

Today the Canadian Red Cross Society is made up of 
ten divisions, one for each province, and over 1,300 branches. 
Although each division enjoys a measure of autonomy 
within the policies established by Central Council, the 
national headquarters in Toronto co-ordinates the work of 
all and at the same time offers advice and assistance.

The work in Canada is involved and greatly varied since 
ours is a country of tremendous area (3,621,616 square 
miles) and scattered population (about 14,000,000). Many 
of our people live in large cities such as Montreal, Toronto 
and Vancouver, but many others live in remote areas where 
wheat farming, lumbering, mining, fishing or trapping are 
the principal industries. Teaching first aid to the Eskimos 
at Aklavic, well within the Arctic Circle; the conditions of 
the teeth of Newfoundland children; assistance to flood 
victims in Winnipeg, Manitoba; the plight of a blue baby 
in Fredericton, New Brunswick; a better system of training 
for Canadian nurses; crippled children in Calgary, Alberta 
. . .  all these and many more are the concern of the Canadian 
Red Cross Society.

The citizens of Canada are Red Cross minded. Almost 
every city, town, village, hamlet and rural community has 
a Red Cross organization and often it is the most active 
and best supported service in the community. Canadians 
recognize that now, more than ever, there is a great need 
for the services of men and women of good will in all 
countries. They are anxious to work with the nations of 
the world, promoting and supporting the greatest humani
tarian movement of all times— the Red Cross.

Outposts of Mercy— (Continued from Page 111
establish pre-natal clinics for expectant mothers and well- 
baby clinics where mothers may bring their babies and 
learn the fundamentals of child care and diet. They give 
instruction in first aid, sanitation and home nursing. They 
examine school children, carry out immunization programs 
and instruct the children in proper health habits. They 
teach nutrition and often raise fine vegetable gardens to 
illustrate the value of fresh vegetables in the diet In 
every way possible they act as the guardians of the health 
of the community.

Many of the nurses of the “ Snowshoes Service,” as it is 
sometimes called, come from areas resembling the ones in 
which they serve. Others are city girls drawn to this work 
by the urge for adventure and a desire to get away from 
the frills of civilization. But after a taste of outpost life 
few wish to leave it. From Nurse Helen McArthur, 
Director of Red Cross Nursing Services and an ex-outpost 
nurse, to the newest recruit, all are proud of the important 
roles they play in proving there are no “ forgotten” frontiers.
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He lost both legs. Transfusions saved his life

No Price Tag On Blood— (Continued from Page 151
services to the cause. The admission “ price” was the 
pledge of one pint of blood and over 1,000 persons con
tributed. These are just some of the hundreds of ways in 
which the vital “ life stream” is kept flowing in all parts 
of the Dominion.

After the blood is collected, it is grouped, typed and 
examined for communicable diseases. Any not used as 
fresh blood is processed and stored as dried plasma. The 
depots are equipped by the Canadian Red Cross Society 
and housed in buildings provided by the provincial depart
ments of health. Red Cross delivers the blood and the 
equipment for transfusions, picks up the equipment after
wards and keeps it in proper sterile condition for instant 
use. Red Cross volunteers help in a variety of ways. 
Juniors assist with washing bottles, women’s groups make 
and fold sterile dressings, Red Cross corps members assist 
with delivery and pickup in emergency.

Day after day, the precious Red Cross blood saves lives. 
In a Toronto military hospital, Private George McIntosh 
was bleeding to death from a perforated stomach ulcer. 
Doctors admit the only thing that kept him alive during 
three emergency operations was the 118 pints of blood he 
received from the Red Cross supply. In Pictou, Nova 
Scotia, six-year-old Bobby Venoit was crushed by an oil 
tank. Red Cross blood was rushed by Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police cruiser car from Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
It saved his life. In Musquodoboit, Nova Scotia, Irving 
Conrad was run over by a logging truck in an isolated 
lumber camp. A Royal Canadian Air Force helicopter 
picked up bottles of plasma at the Red Cross outpost 
hospital and flew it to the camp. After the transfusion 
the helicopter flew the injured man to hospital where he 
recovered.

There seems no limit to the demands for blood and blood 
products. The Canadian Red Cross Society, with the 
wonderful assistance of organizations and individuals who 
are concerned for the welfare of their fellows, will continue 
to meet the demand.
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STILL SER VIN G
A large number of them are mothers and grandmothers 

— women who have managed homes most of their lives and 
raised families— women who have had a “ full” life— and 
who, in another era, frequently found they were expected 
to retire to a rocking chair.

Today, thousands of these women are happily and busily 
engaged as volunteers in the Red Cross program of 
Women’s Work. You will find them working, singly or in 
groups, in churches, homes, community centers, clubrooms 
or schools all across Canada.

During 1951, they made and shipped 293,563 articles of 
clothing for distribution under the direction of the League 
of Red Cross Societies. The value of this hand-tailored 
clothing is indicated from the fact that the cost of the 
materials alone was $166,756.

In addition to the clothing for distribution abroad these 
women made 52,334 articles of clothing and hospital sup
plies for use in Canada. They also produced 1,872,890 
surgical dressings for blood transfusion clinics, civilian 
hospitals and Red Cross Outposts.

Two years ago the problem facing the National Women’s 
Work Committee was how to find enough volunteers to 
carry out its program. Since then Canadian women have 
responded so enthusiastically, the committee now has the 
problem of financing sufficient material to keep them 
busily occupied.

CONFERENCE STAMP

Canada's first Red Cross stamp was authorized by the Post
master General to commemorate the XVIIIth International Red 
Cross Conference. The stamp is issued in four-cent denomination 
and printed in two colours, blue and red. The main design is 
line engraved, with the emblem in offset printing.

This is only the third time that a two-coloured stamp has 
been issued in Canada. In 1898, the Imperial penny postage 
"map" stamp was printed in red and blue, and in 1939 another 
two-coloured stamp commemorated the visit of the King and 
Queen.

The conference stamp will probably become a popular item 
with philatelists and valued by collectors of Red Cross stamps. 
Recently, a list was compiled of almost 1,000 varieties of Red 
Cross stamps from 105 stamp-issuing governments. These in
clude regular commemorative and air post issues, regular and 
air post semi-postals, special delivery stamps, postal tax and 
postal tax due stamps and franchise stamps.

It is interesting to note that in the very early days of Red 
Cross, in the 1870's, the International Committee had labels 
with its name and the emblem and these were used as stamps 
and secured free postage.
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THE
ROYAL
YORK
HOTEL

From July 23rd to August 9th, the Royal York hotel in Toronto 
will be the world center of Red Cross as representatives of 69 
national societies and diplomatic representatives of 72 nations 
meet for the XVIII International Conference.

The Royal York hotel, the largest in the British Commonwealth, 
has donated its entire convention facilities for conference 
purposes. Occupying three floors, these facilities include 14 
conference rooms, ballroom, concert hall and banquet hall. 
With the exception of the opening ceremonies, which will be 
held at Convocation Hall of the University of Toronto, all 
meetings and sessions of the conference will take place in the 
hotel.

The Royal York is uniquely equipped to meet all requirements 
of the conference sessions or individual delegates. Built in 1929 
by the Canadian Pacific Railway, it has 27 floors of bustling ac

tivity. Altogether, the hotel has 1,350 employees to maintain 
routine and specialized services. The hotel has 1,200 suites and 
bedrooms and serves over 1,775,000 meals in a year. It operates 
its own silversmith shop, printing plant, carpentry and up
holstery shop and has laundry facilities that can give evening 
delivery of clothing received in the morning.

Radio studios in the Royal York are vitally important to 
the conference. Hundreds of broadcasts will be released in 
more than a dozen languages to radio stations throughout the 
world.

Almost since it was announced last October that Toronto was 
to be the site of the conference, hotel officials have been care
fully planning to provide the hundreds of detailed services 
necessary for its smooth and successful operation.

July, 1952 19



T


