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following is only a survey in very concentrated form of the 
new activities of the Finnish Red Cross and the most important events 
of the last four-year period. It contains no report on activities started 
before 1948 and still continued. We refer, therefore, by way of a supple
ment, to the brochure entitled »The Finnish Red Cross», a commentary 
on the entire range of Finnish Red Cross activities.

The year 1948 was a period of intense work and new projects on 
peace-time lines. The war was already so far behind in time that its 
effects were no longer felt as pressingly as before. War-time forms of 
activity, broadly speaking, had been wound up, and the special tasks 
arising from the consequences of the war had been largely completed. 
However, the care of disabled ex-servicemen continued, as did welfare



work for those in difficulties because of the war. As regards the former 
forms of work, the Finnish Red Cross devoted itself primarily to two 
special categories: the war-blinded and the brain invalids.

Regarding the care of the war-blinded, whose training had been 
entirely the responsibility of the Finnish Red Cross, it may be 
mentioned that a permanent work centre for the war-blinded was 
founded in 1948 on an estate donated to the Finnish Red Cross for this 
purpose. The aim of this establishment is to serve both as a centre for 
occupational training and as a permanent place of work and home 
for many blind veterans. The organization also supported the war- 
blinded in many other ways, e.g. by providing for them seeing-eye 
dogs, special watches, wireless receivers, tandem bicycles, special type
writers, etc.

The care of brain invalids included both special treatment and after- 
treatment. For this purpose, the Finnish Red Cross maintained a special 
hospital in the neighbourhood of Helsinki. Side by side with the medical 
care proper, the organization ran a school for these war invalids to 
teach them to speak and to write. Occupational therapy was also in
cluded in the programme of the special hospital.

In the final phase of the war, the children’s hospital of the Finnish 
Red Cross in Suomussalini, the easternmost frontier district, was des- 
stroyed. The hospital was re-built and resumed activities in 1948.

Another Red Cross hospital was opened in September, viz. the 
hospital for plastic surgery. As early as 1936 the Finnish Red Cross 
had started up in the field of plastic surgery, and since Autumn 1940 
it has been practically entirely responsible for the operative treatment. 
For this purpose the organization maintained a temporary hospital, 
also destroyed during the war, for which reason the patients had to 
be treated by other hospitals until the Finnish Red Cross Hospital for 
Plastic Surgery, as mentioned above, commenced its activities in 1948. 
When the Finnish Red Cross projected the idea of a hospital for plastic 
surgery, both hare-lip and cleft palate as well as other cases that require 
plastic surgery treatment were considered. 98 patients were treated 
at the hospital in 1948, with a total of 132 operations.



Another extremely important form of work was added to the Finnish 
Red Cross work programme in 1948: the organization undertook the 
responsibility for the blood supply of the whole country. It may be 
mentioned that blood donors receive no fee for their blood.

A ground plot for a hospital for rheumatic diseases had been reserved 
in Helsinki next to the Finnish Red Cross Surgical Hospital. Foundation 
work for this hospital was started this year.

The number of cottage hospitals operating in the frontier districts 
increased from 5 to 6 with the opening this year of the cottage hospital 
of Outakoski (close to the Norwegian border), established with funds 
donated by the Swedish Red Cross.

The Finnish Red Cross has long maintained loan depots all over 
the country, which hire out medical requisites for sick nursing at home 
for a nominal charge. A large number of new depots was founded in 1948.

A book on home nursing entitled »First aid for sickness and accidents» 
was published on the initiative of the Finnish Red Cross. It is now 
used e.g. as a text-book in home nursing education.

The Finnish Red Cross, at the request of the Finnish Government, 
sent a representative to Germany for a period of six months to undertake 
the responsibility for repatriating Finnish citizens. It may be mentioned 
that the organization donated, for the care of the wounded in the battles 
in Palestine, instruments for a field hospital and a quantity of field 
hospital equipment to be sent by the Jews in Finland.

The year 1949 represented a continued phase of development for 
the Finnish Red Cross; activities were directed to carrying out peace
time tasks. The most important of these were raising the level of public 
health and promoting nursing conditions. As regards raising the level 
of medical care, particular mention may be made of the inclusion of 
teaching of home-nursing in the organization’s work programme. It 
was of the greatest importance to train family members to nurse the 
sick at home, particularly when the number of hospital beds available 
had been greatly reduced through the war.



Also, the establishment of first aid stations along the main high
ways was recommenced, an activity that had ceased completely during 
the war.

As to the cottage hospitals in the frontier districts, it may be mention
ed that Ruhtinaansalmi Cottage Hospital, which was destroyed during 
the war, was rebuilt and resumed its activities.

The Finnish Red Cross also contributed greatly towards the build
ing of a »Children’s House» in the city of Mikkeli. Furthermore, it 
may be mentioned that an orphanage was built in the neighbourhood 
of Helsinki and started its activities.

As mentioned above, in 1948 the Finnish Red Cross undertook the 
responsibility for supplying blood throughout the country. In the 
course of 1949 a large number of new blood service bureaus were found
ed. The same year a badge was designed for blood donors, in three 
different classes. The badge in silver is awarded to those donating 
blood a minimum of 5 times, a gilt badge for 20 times and a badge in 
gold for 50 times.

A number of new depots were established for the hire of nursing 
equipment. By the end of the year a loan depot existed in practically 
every parish of the country, 575 in all.

The prosthesis factory founded in 1940, responsible for supplying 
both war-wounded and civilian invalids with artificial limbs, had been 
extended already in 1946 with the establishment of a branch work
shop. Another branch workshop was established in the provinces 
in 1949.

A member of the Finnish Red Cross Council represented the Finnish 
Government in the international diplomatic conference held in Geneva, 
April 20—August 13, for the drawing up of the conventions for the 
protection of the wounded and diseased, prisoners of war and civilian 
population in time of war.

The Northern Red Cross Presidents Conference was held in Helsinki 
in the autumn of 1949.



The year 1950 was a very significant year in the history of the 
Finnish Red Cross, primarily owing to the fact that the long prepared 
and topical revision of the articles of the Organization was completed 
in the course of the year. The new articles were confirmed statutorily 
on August 11, 1950. The outstanding feature of the structure of the 
new organization is that the Finnish Red Cross has become a public 
law association, instead of having been built up according to the princip
les of the Raw on Societies. With these new articles it has become poss
ible to create special, legally competent Red Cross branches for local 
activities. Through their representatives these branches may take up 
matters both at the highest level of the districts in question and 
through the districts in that of the whole organization. The establish
ment of the new branches was energetically introduced as early as the 
Autumn of 1950, and by the end of the year 265 branch organi
zations were in existence. The activities of the new Red Cross branches 
were principally confined during the Autumn to interior organization.

Another important event during the year was that co-operation 
with the Mannerheim League, which for a quarter century had operated 
as the independent child welfare section of the Finnish Red Cross, now 
came to be re-organized on another basis by an agreement on the divis
ion of work.

The instruction in home-nursing assumed a permanent form during 
the year and was welcomed with great interest by the Red Cross districts.

Similarly, the blood service activities mentioned above wrere develop
ed further, and thirty blood service bureaus were in operation by the 
end of 1950.

The children’s hospital in Suomussalmi, reconstructed in 1948, was 
burnt to the ground in November 1950 and was a heavy loss.

The year 1951 was a year of seething activity for the Finnish Red 
Cross. Clear evidence of this is the fact that the membership of 48,982 
at the end of 1950 increased up to 81,182 in the course of the year. 
Co-operation with the central and local government authorities and the



other organizations became increasingly intimate. A comprehensive 
programme was worked out for the systematical development of volunt
ary public health and medical care work. A Public Health Section was 
established in connection with the central chancellery of the Finnish 
Red Cross for the practical development and supervision of this work. 
Also, a special expert body, a Consultative Public Health Committee, 
was appointed.

In welfare activities the main attention was focussed on the aged. 
A card index was started of the old throughout the country; their 
means of livelihood and the practical organization of voluntary welfare 
for the aged was investigated at the same time.

A number of new committees with specified tasks were appointed 
in the course of the year.

Another Finnish Red Cross establishment completed in the spring 
of 1951 was the Lapland Children’s Castle in Rovaniemi. The surface 
area of the hospital building totals 14,650 sq.m. This children’s hospital 
also serves as an instructional establishment. The Finnish Red Cross 
also took a very active part in creating a Public Health Centre in the 
City of Turku, inaugurated in the Spring of 1950. It provides the arch
ipelago of the district with a very comprehensive service.

The blood service activities mentioned previously were intensified 
further, and by the end of the year 45 blood bureaus were in operation 
throughout the country.

Initiatives taken in the course of the year include the organization 
of uniform training in swimming, instruction in first aid and a uniform 
life-saving drill.

Transport of the sick, work that had previously been carried out 
in the Northern and Eastern Red Cross districts, was extended in Lap- 
land in particular.

Summer colonies and summer camps were organized by various 
districts during the Summer of 1951. In addition, 5 holiday homes 
were maintained for mothers of restricted means.



The Finnish Red Cross participated in international Red Cross 
activities by arranging a collection for the benefit of the flood victims 
in Italy. 4,157,489 lire were sent to the Italian Red Cross.

International contacts were particularly lively during the year. 
For instance the Finnish Red Cross sent representatives to numerous 
Red Cross meetings and conferences, in Scandinavia in particular.


