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The Indian Red Cross Society was constituted in 1920 under Act XV 
o f the Indian Legislature. The President of India is the President of the 
Society. The Managing Body at the Centre consists of a Chairman, who 
is the Health Minister of India and is nominated by the President and 25 
members partly nominated by the President and State Branches and partly 
selected at the Annual General Meeting. The Central Secretariat is under 
the charge of the Secretary-General who is assisted by 14 paid officers, 
while the majority of branches function through voluntary workers. The 
Society has on its rolls 25 State and 288 District Branches.

There are several grades of members, namely, President, Honorary 
Vice-Presidents, Patrons, Vice-Patrons, Life Members, Members, Life 
Associate Members and Associate Members. Barring the President, they 
pay different rates of subscription varying from Rs. 10,000 to Re. 1. The 
present adult membership of all categories is 17,116 and that of the 
Juniors 974,451.

The permanent annual income of the Society’s headquarters is over 
Rs. 700,000 being the interest on invested funds of approximately 21 
million rupees and a share o f membership subscriptions.

SERVICES TO  TH E ARM ED FORCES AN D VETERANS

The care of the sick and wounded men of the Armed forces of the 
Indian Union and provision of comforts and assistance to them and the 
other members of the forces, constitutes one of the primary obligations of 
the Society. These services comprise of (a) running the Red Cross Home for 
totally disabled ex-servicemen, (b) service to military hospitals in India 
Command and Field Medical Units of the Jammu & Kashmir Forces, 
comprising supply of amenity stores, newspapers, periodicals and books, and 
(c) Welfare Service providing diversional therapy for long-term patients. 
They cost the Society over Rs. 560,000 in 1951, the total expenses on 
these services during the last four years being Rs. 3,084,000.

Ex-servicemen’s Medical After-care— The Indian Forces Medical After- 
Care Fund of the Society instituted in 1941 provides medical treatment and 
cognate aid to the ex-Indian combatant ranks and non-combatant personnel 
of the army, navy and air force in India. Grants amounting Rs. 484,397
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were made during the last four years and the total grants given from the 
Fund from its inception amount to over Rs. 9,01,000, These were for 
treatment of ex-servicemen suffering from tuberculosis, leprosy and other 
chronic diseases and for medical after-care at home and for provision of 
travelling expenses.

Assistance was also given to the extent of Rs. 29,000 to British ex- 
service personnel out of the funds placed at the Society’s disposal by the 
British Red Cross and St. John.

RELIEF A C T IV IT IE S

During the last four years, the Society had to face several major 
disasters in the country. The tribal incursion into Kashmir territory late in 
1947, completely upset the normal life o f the people creating in its wake a 
refugee problem of great magnitude in that State. To  meet the situation 
considerable quantities of relief supplies including blankets, warm clothing, 
multivitamin tablets and sulpha drugs, milk powder and other articles were 
sent to Kashmir in 1948 and 1949. Besides, it was of particular significance 
that in 1948 the Society evacuated about 5,000 refugees, stranded in isolated 
pockets of the disputed territory of Kashmir with the valuable assistance of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and the Friends Service 
Unit. The Society also provided various articles of comfort to the Indian 
Military personnel interned in Attock Fort in Pakistan territory.

Relief operations for the benefit of refugees in Punjab were continued 
in both these years and supplies were sent to refugee camps, hospitals and a 
number of voluntary organizations in Punjab. The Displaced Persons’ 
Enquiry and Search Service sponsored by the Society soon after the partition 
of the country, handled over 30,000 enquiries relating to abducted and 
forcibly converted persons and unattached and missing children.

In 1950, large parts of Assam suffered from earthquakes and floods. 
Bihar, Kashmir, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh also suffered from serious floods. 
Relief measures of the Society during the year were, therefore, focussed round 
these unfortunate happenings. Over 16,000 blankets, drugs, clothing etc. as 
well as a cash grant of Rs. 10,000 were sent to Assam. In addition, at the 
request of the Government of India, nine thousand blankets and a similar 
number of woollen jackets were promptly procured and forwarded. Adequate 
quantities of drugs, blankets and other articles were also sent to Kashmir, 
Punjab and other areas.

Early in the year the situation created in West Bengal by mass migra
tion from East Bengal engaged the serious attention of the Society. 
Dr. Roland Marti sent by the International Committee of the Red Cross at 
the request of the Prime Ministers of India and Pakistan rendered valuable
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assistance in this connection. A medical mission of the International 
Committee established under his leadership two medical units in West Bengal 
for the benefit of displaced children. Apart from our headquarters sending 
urgently needed medicines, four relief centres for refugees were run by the 
West Bengal Red Cross Branch.

The main problem which confronted the Indian Red Cross in 1951 was 
food shortage in the States of Bihar and Madras and in some other areas. 
Top priority was given to the needs of Bihar and considerable quantities of 
food supplies were sent to that State; large allotments were also made to the 
Madras State. Punjab, West Bengal, Bombay, Rajasthan and Saurashtra 
also needed help and necessary relief supplies were sent to these States too.

RELIEF ABROAD

During the years 1948 and 1949 the Indian Red Cross helped the sister 
Societies in Austria, Greece, Bulgaria, Philippines and Ecuador with cash 
grants totalling Rs. 18,000. Medical supplies worth about Rs. 25,000 were 
donated to the Burmese Red Cross Society and similar supplies of the same 
value were also sent to Indonesia. In the following two years a sum of 
Rs. 5,000 was provided to the victims of the Palestine conflict. One million 
units of antitetanus serum, 35 cases of Red Cross supplies and other medicines 
valued at about Rs. 40,000 were shipped to Korea for relief of the civilian 
population and a sum of Rs. 5,000 was sent for the repair of the Korean Red 
Cross hospital at Seoul. Cash grants amounting to Rs. 12,000 were made to 
the Red Cross Societies of Italy, Philippines and Turkey for their relief work.

HELP RECEIVED

The Society is grateful to sister Societies for their generous help during 
the period under report. The American Red Cross made a generous donation 
of S 200,000 worth of relief supplies in 1951 preceded by medical and other 
supplies in previous years. The British-Society made a gift of a fleet of 19 
ambulances, two mobile laboratories and two mobile dispensaries as well as 
£ 5,000 for their maintenance.

Red Cross Societies of Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Iran, 
Japan, Lebanon, Liechtenstein, Netherlands, New Zealand, South Africa, 
Siam, Turkey and Yugoslavia also made contributions for our relief work 
during these critical years.

PU B LIC IT Y  & H EALTH  E D U CATIO N

The Society bestows great attention to publicity and propaganda. 
Dissemination of information on the preventive and curative aspects of some of 
the major tropical diseases is being done by means of literature, posters and 
pamphlets. Two quarterlies— “ The Indian Red Cross Journal” and “ The
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Indian Junior” are published regularly. The film library at headquarters 
effectively assists in health propaganda.

Fund Raising— Red Cross Weeks for raising funds were held in 1950 
and 1951 and during the current year, the month of November has been selected 
as the Red Cross Month when a fund raising and membership campaign will 
be held throughout the country.

IN TERN ATIO N AL RELATIO N S

India was one of the first few countries to ratify the 1949 Geneva Con
ventions and steps are being taken by the Society to familiarise the public and 
members of the Armed Forces with the main features of the Convention.

In 1950, the Society made a special grant of Rs. 15,000 to the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross and the Government of India also made 
a grant of Rs. 32,000. It is gratifying that since then the Government have, on 
the Society’s recommendation, agreed to make an annual grant of Rs. 50,000 
to the Committee’s funds.

M A TE R N ITY  & CH ILD  WELFARE

The Society’s Maternity and Child Welfare Bureau established in 1931, 
provides technical advice and assistance to the State Health Departments, 
assists training of Maternity & Child Welfare personnel of all levels and 
renders financial aid to schemes for establishing demonstrative and model 
services. About sixty per cent out of the 1,200 Maternity and Child Welfare 
Centres in India are administered by or affiliated to the Red Cross. As an 
incentive to the nursing profession the Society has instituted a medal, known 
as “ Nalwa Medal”  which is awarded yearly to a trained nurse, health visitor 
or organiser of nursing services for distinguished service.

JUNIOR RED CROSS

In October 1951 the Junior Red Cross in India completed 25 years of 
progressive development and its Silver Jubilee was enthusiastically celebrated. 
Its present membership stands at a million boys and girls who are being 
brought up in the Red Cross ideals of Health, Service and International 
friendliness.

PETBLIC RELATIONS

The Society maintains close contact with the public and a number of 
social welfare organisations. Its Secretary-General is acting as the Honorary 
Secretary o f the Hind Kusht Nivaran Sangh (Indian Leprosy Association) and 
he also represents the Society on the Managing Committees of several other 
organisations.
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