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I. Introduction

The Netherlands Red Cross has pleasure in giving below a brief 
outline of its organization and activities for the information of the 
delegates to the XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference.

II. Principal data on the organization of the society:

a) Date of foundation:
The Society, the original name of which was “Nederlandsche Ver- 
eeniging tot het verleenen van hulp aan zieke en gewonde krijgs- 
lieden in tijd van oorlog” (The Netherlands Society for lending 
aid to sick and wounded soldiers in time of war), was founded on 
19th July 1867.

b) Number of members of the Central Committee and method of 
election :

The Central Committee consists of the members of the Executive 
Committee (12 members and 2 advisory members), the Regional 
Commissioners (11), the representatives of the Ministries of War, 
Social- and Home Affairs (4) and the Chairmen of the two great 
Netherlands First Aid Organizations.

The President and the Vice-President of the Central Committee 
are appointed by the Crown, the other members are on the Com
mittee either ex-officio, or are appointed by the Crown following 
nomination by the General Assembly.

c) Ministerial Department or other governmental instances even
tually in authority over the activities of the Red Cross:

The Constitution and Bye-laws of the Netherlands Red Cross must 
be laid down in a Royal Decree after they have been approved of 
by the Departments of War and Navy.

Furthermore the nature of the Society’s tasks leads to an extremely 
close co-operation with the Department of War and the Depart-
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ments of Social Affairs and Home Affairs in regard of civil defence 
and it keeps up regular contacts with the Department of Foreign 
Affairs.

d) Number of co-operators, paid and voluntary:
In the middle of May 1952, Headquarters of the Netherlands Red 
Cross at The Hague had at its disposal 291 co-operators: 272 re
ceiving salaries and 19 voluntary.

The First-Aid-Corps consisted at the same time of 10990 members, 
(5890 first-aiders and 5101 nurses’-aids), all volunteers.

On this date it had throughout the country in its service 733 
diversional therapy assistants, 83 receiving salaries (comprised in 
the above figure of 272 paid co-operators) and 650 volunteers.

The total number of co-operators working for the Board and 
administration in the local Branches is not known, because no 
records are kept of these numbers.

e) Number of divisions, sections or local delegations:
The Netherlands Red Cross has 11 Regional Centres. Its local 
Branches are at present 373 in number. There are 3 overseas 
Branches, respectively in New Guinea, Surinam and Curaçao.

f)  Title, duties and function of the actual director:
The Executive Committee of the Netherlands Red Cross is assisted 
in the performance of its task by the Direction having its seat at 
Headquarters in The Hague; it consists of 2 Directors in charge 
of the general management of the completion of the tasks the 
Executive Committee has set itself.

III. Recruitment and financing:

a) Conditions for admission to membership:
The conditions for membership of the Netherlands Red Cross are 
the Netherlands nationality and the age of not under 18 years.
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b) Membership:
At the end of 1951 subscribing members of the Netherlands Red 
Cross numbered about 500.000.

c) Method of financing:
The sources of the income of the Society are: 
interest and returns of general investments, 
legacies, 
gifts,
subscriptions of members,
the annual fundraising campaign,
the proceeds of various appeals, actions and manifestations.

d) Frequency of eventual fundraising campaigns:
The Netherlands Red Cross conducts a fundraising campaign 
once a year.
This is done in the period covering the last week of May and the 
first week of June.

IV. Assistance to the armed forces and to veterans:

a) In the country:
The Diversional Therapy Section of the Social Services Department 
of the Netherlands Red Cross has appointed in all military hospitals 
(total number in the Netherlands at present is 11) diversional 
therapy assistants, who provide patients suffering from long term 
diseases with diversional occupation by teaching them various hand
icrafts. Books and periodicals are distributed among these patients 
by the same assistants. This reading matter is collected by the 
Library Service who sends every week periodicals to the assistants 
and complete libraries to the hospitals as loans which are changed 
at regular periods.

The Ministry of War has requested the Netherlands Red Cross 
to have the families of the Korea volunteers visited and if possible
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wherever necessary to assist them in solving eventual problems 
of different kinds.

b) Abroad:
Christmas parcels were distributed among the members of the 
Netherlands troops in the United Nations Armed Forces in Korea. 
Parcels for the sick and wounded are regularly sent to the Nether
lands military patients in the nursing homes and hospitals in Japan. 
Books and magazines are regularly sent to the Netherlands troops 
stationed in New Guinea, Surinam and Curasao.

V. Actual programmes in the country and abroad:

a) Relief actions:
(i) national (in case of disasters, civil defence, etc.):
1. Disaster relief depots:
A Netherlands Red Cross project is almost completed. Its aim is the 
establishing of disaster relief depots where beds and bedding are 
stored for the use of the un-injured fleeing population. The project 
includes these disaster relief depots and 13 regional warehouses. 
Up to date 51 of these depots and the 13 warehouses are filled 
with these stores.
2. Epidemics:
The Netherlands Red Cross provides incidentally assistance in the 
shape of materials for fitting out emergency hospitals in case of 
epidemics.
3. First aid along the high-ways:
The Society has established a net of first aid posts all over the 
country. In the middle of May 1952 there were 840 of these posts.
4. Civil Defence:
In time of mobilization or in war time the 2 great Netherlands First 
Aid Organizations are entirely at the disposal of the Netherlands 
Red Cross in matters of civil first aid.

The Netherlands Government has entrusted the Netherlands Red 
Cross with the enlistment and the training of the personnel needed
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for the Mobile Medical Groups and the Medical Teams destined to 
provide civil first aid in time of war, also with the organizing of 
these into organic groups including the appointment of the higher 
personnel and the practical training.

(ii) international:
The Netherlands Red Cross does not at present go in for any 
special relief action abroad but incidentally contributes to the 
alleviation of needs in other countries either by gifts or by organizing 
appeals in favour of certain reliefwork as on the last occasion 
respectively for the refugees in Western Germany and in behalf 
of the distressed areas in Northern Italy.

b) Health Services:
The Blood Transfusion Service of the Netherlands Red Cross which 
was founded in 1930, provides hospitals and health services in the 
country with full blood, desiccated blood plasma and blood 
derivatives.

With the co-operation of other organizations the Netherlands Red 
Cross collects maternel milk, which is preserved in the Central Labor
atory of the Blood Transfusion Service by means of the lyophil 
desiccation process after which it is served out to babies under six 
weeks, who are weak as a result of premature birth or who suffer 
from congenital weakness.
The Netherlands Red Cross co-operates with the revalidation centre 
“De Hoogstraat” and maintains close contacts with the authorities 
and establishments for revalidation.
Corneal Grafting: The Netherlands Red Cross carries out continuous 
propaganda for making the general public corneal grafting minded. 
Bone grafting: A beginning has been made with co-operation in 
this field.
The Medical Department of the Netherlands Red Cross is making 
a special point of making improvements in first aid materials.

c) Nurses Services:
The Netherlands Red Cross does not provide training for nurses, 
but only provides training for nurses’ aids; these are the Red Cross
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voluntary nurses’ aids and the Red Cross voluntary first aiders. It is 
the general rule in the Netherlands, that the nurses receive their 
full training in the hospitals. This includes theoretical and practical 
training.

d) Social Services (eventually in behalf of emigrants)
The Social Services Department of the Netherlands Red Cross 
provides material help in cases were help is urgently required 
and where there is no organization responsible for providing this 
assistance.

So there have been relief actions for the Amboynese in the 
Netherlands Camps and for the refugees in West German Camps.

Destitute Dutch families who appealed to the Red Cross, also 
when there was no other organization to help them, were provided 
with clothes and bedding from the relief stocks.

Diversional therapy, mentioned sub IV, is also applied for civil 
patients. Permanent diversional therapy assistants are working now 
in about 50 civil hospitals in the Netherlands and in the Nether
lands Sanatorium in Davos.

In behalf of the emigrants libraries are being arranged for imme
diate use in emigrant ships and in the camps where the emigrants 
are housed during the first period of their stay in the new country.

e) Junior Red Cross
The Netherlands Junior Red Cross developed favourably; its activ
ities became more extensive and more intensive.

The activities in the frame of the “ service to others” were primar
ily and in many forms devoted to sick children, to physically dis
abled, to the blind and to the poor.

The international school correspondence was fairly satisfactory.
In the frame of the protection of health the Junior first aid 

developed favourably.
The Junior Red Cross is also lending its support to the action 

for road safety.
The international Junior Red Cross study centre, held in the 

Netherlands from 20—30 July 1951, which was attended by 120
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people of 12 nationalities, viz Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Great 
Britain, Belgium, Luxemburg, France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany, 
Austria and the Netherlands, was a great event.

During the study centre there was a modest celebration of the 
Netherlands Junior Red Cross’ first lustrum.

f) Information and Publicity Services
The Information and Fundraising Services of the Netherlands Red 
Cross are closely interwoven. Information as well as fundraising 
are strongly concentrated in a fortnight’s campaign so as to avoid 
frittering away of energy.

The Information which works moderately throughout the year 
intensifies its activity during the fundraising period.

No channel of publicity is neglected and simultaneously a strong 
appeal is made to the public to enable the Red Cross to carry on 
its work by giving contributions.

VI. Information bureau

According to the dispositions of the Geneva Conventions, the 
Netherlands Red Cross maintains an Information Bureau which 
acts as a national tracing bureau.
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Tasks and activities 
of the

Netherlands Red Cross Society

A. BLOODTRANSFUSION SERVICE
1. Examination and registration of donors for immediate transfusion.
2. Bleeding for the purpose of preparing plasma, the preparation and supply 

of plasma.
3. Scientific research in the Central Laboratory of the Bloodtransfusion- 

Service in Amsterdam and in the State University Bacteriological Labor
atory in Groningen.

4. Preparation and supply of plasma derivatives and sterile bloodtransfusion 
equipment by the above Central Laboratory.

B. MATERNAL MILK CENTRE
5. Establishing centres for collecting maternal milk in co-operation with the 

Green-, the White-Yellow and the Orange-Green Cross Societies (these 
are great private organizations for district nursing, their field of action 
extending all over the country).

6. The lyophil processing of maternal milk.
7. The preparation of maternal milk fractions and research.

C. FIRST AID CORPS
8. The establishment, maintenance and extension of Red Cross First Aid 

Units.
9. Training male and female aids of the First Aid Corps.

The basis for all training is the unified first aid certificate, after which 
the men volunteers are trained for ambulance transport and the women 
volunteers for nurses' aids.

10. Relief to sick and wounded soldiers in war time in organic relation with 
the Army Sanitary Service by a limited number of volunteers if required.

11. Organizing and extending a disaster relief organization for the civil 
population with the co-operatino of the Red Cross First Aid Corps 
(emergency teams, mobile medical units, surgical teams, liaison sections, 
health service).
Eventual co-operation with other national Red Cross Societies in case of 
disasters in common border areas.

12. The offer to competent authorities of assistance by putting at their 
disposal for civil defence the Red Cross first aid units.
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13. The making available of personnel for emergency hospitals, sick- and 
children transports at home and abroad, medical and nursing teams.

14. Rendering assistance in the organizing of bloodplasma campaigns.
15. First aid posts and lending first aid on the occasion of great events and 

sports competitions.

D. DIVERSIONAL THERAPY
16. In civil hospitals and health resorts.
17. In Army and Naval hospitals.
18. In the Netherlands Sanatorium in Davos.
19- In children hospitals.
20. In prisons’ infirmaries.
21. Collecting and gratuitously serving out of stamps to sick collectors.

E. PUBLIC HEALTH
22. Co-operation with organizations active in the field of promoting public 

health.

F. CORNEAL CRAFTING CENTRES
23. At the request of the Minister of Social Affaires and Public Health, the

Netherlands Red Cross Central Comittee for Corneal Grafting Centres has 
has been set up. Its task is to assist ophthalmologists in obtaining corneae 
for whom may be cured of their blindness by corneal transplantation.

G. BONE GRAFTING SERVICE
24. The State Secretary for Social Affairs and Public Health has requested the 

Netherlands Red Cross to establish a central bone-bank and eventually 
depots for the purpose of organizing the preparation according to needs 
and the distribution to hospitals of these bone „chips” .

H. RED CROSS HOSPITALS AND CONVALESCENT HOMES
25. Two Red Cross hospitals; in Beverwijk and in the Hague.
26. Two Red Cross convalescent homes; in Hilversum and in Ridderkerk.

I. LIBRARY SERVICE
27. Collections of books and magazines.
28. For health resorts at home and abroad (Dutch emigrants).
29. For patients lying ill at home and suffering from long term diseases.
30. For compatriots in New-Guinea, in the West-Indies and elsewhere abroad, 

if conditions indicate this.
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31. For the Netherlands military overseas and for those serving under United 
Nations Command.

32. The setting up and maintenance of a picture library for use in all the 
institutions where the Netherlands Red Cross’ diversional therapy is being 
applied.

J. CIVIL DEFENCE IN CASE OF DISASTER OR DANGER 
OF WAR IN CO-OPERATION WITH GOVERNMENTAL 
AUTHORITIES

33. Material disaster relief by means of 13 regional warehouses and at present 
over 50 of the 80 planned disaster relief depots.

34. Preparational measures with a view to recruitment, training, manning and 
officering of the Mobile Medical Units which are projected by the 
Government in the frame of civil defence.

K. JUNIOR RED CROSS
Rendering youth conscious of the Red Cross spirit, exclusively via schools, 
boarding-schools and existing youth organizations by means of:

35. Friendship actions for children, the sick, the aged and invalids, at home 
and abroad.

36. International school correspondence.
37. Information on Red Cross activities.

L. FIRST AID ALONG THE HIGHWAYS
38. 840 first aid posts.

M. FIRST AID POSTS ON THE BEACHES 
DURING THE ENTIRE BATHING SEASON

39. Along the coast from Flushing to Schiermonnikoog.

N. RELIEF IN NEW-GUINEA
40. Additional help to the native population and the colonists of New-Guinea.

O. 41. ASSISTANCE AT THE DISEMBARKMENT AND THE
TRANSPORT OF SERVICE MEN TO HOSPITALS AND TO 
THEIR HOMES. SERVING OUT OF CLOTHES TO AND 
HOUSING OF REPATRIATES IN SPECIAL CASES

P. 42. AMBULANCE TRANSPORT WHEREVER GOOD PROFES
SIONAL AMBULANCE TRANSPORT IS LACKING
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Q. 43. INVALID CHAIRS IN THE RAILWAYSTATIONS FOR THE 
USE OF INVALIDS

R. 44. DESPATCHING OF PARCELS ESPECIALLY ALSO TO THE
NETHERLANDS TROOPS SERVING UNDER UNITED 
NATIONS COMMAND

S. THE INFORMATION BUREAU OF THE NETHERLANDS 
RED CROSS

45. Tracing throughout the world of Netherlands nationals who are missing 
on account of war conditions.

46. Tracing of military and civilians of foreign nationality, in as far as these 
have stayed in the Netherlands and are missing; determination of their fate.

47. Tracing abroad of missing children.
48. Collecting, ordering and working out of documents mainly received from 

abroad concerning Netherlands nationals and data about their stay in a 
foreign country and their fate.

49. Drawing up of reports on the fate of prisoners removed in war time.
50. Application abroad for death certificates of Netherlands nationals who 

died in a foreign country in so far as these cannot be obtained otherwise.
51. Registration of wounded and sick prisoners of war, of the military killed 

in action, of those who died and those repatriated.
52. Correspondence with Netherlands prisoners of war and civilians with 

whom direct communication is not possible.
53. Sending of parcels to Netherlands prisoners of war.
54. The care of possessions left by Netherlands military who died in action 

or otherwise in Indonesia and Korea after 1945.

T. 55. CONTACTS WITH TFIE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE
OF THE RED CROSS

U. 56. THE CARE FOR THE OBSERVANCE OF THE CONVENTIONS

V . 57. CO-OPERATION WITH NATIONAL RED CROSS SOCIETIES
ABROAD AND PARTICIPATION IN ACTIONS OF THE 
LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES

W . 58. CONTACTS WITH OTHER NATIONAL RED CROSS SOCI
ETIES IN VIEW OF THE ORGANIZATION OF EFFICIENT 
MUTUAL DISASTER RELIEF IN THE COMMON BORDER 
AREA
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X. 59. IMPROVEMENT OF TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT IN THE
FIELD OF FIRST AID, NURSING AND AMBULANCE 
TRANSPORT

Y. 60. THE CARE OF INVALIDS AND THE AGED
The organizing and lending of assistance during excursions and recreational 
days for invalids and infirm aged.

Z. RADIO INFORMATION SERVICE FOR SHIPPING
61. Medical advice via Radio Scheveningen to fishing craft in case of serious 

accidents or illnesses on board ship from the Red Cross hospital in The 
Hague.
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