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P R E F A C E
. fThe following report on the activities of the Danish Red 

Cross in the period 1948— 1952, during which period 1 have 
presided over the Society since October 1950, comprises the ter
mination of our large-scale post-war activities and a transition 
to more normal working conditions.

The period has been marked by efforts to maintain and 
further develop the social welfare activities of the Red Cross 
in Denmark and by efforts to make comprehensive preparations 
enabling the Society to fulfil its obligations as an auxiliary 
voluntary relief society.

The Danish Red Cross is in close contact with the Internatio
nal Red Cross organizations and has, whenever possible, tried 
to help when the International Committee or the League of Red 
Cross Societies have requested us to assist, f. inst. in Korea, at 
the timel of the floods in Italy, etc. On such occasions we never 
appeal in vain to the peace-loving and humanitarian-minded 
Danish people.



It is a distinctive feature of the Danish Red Cross that on the 
one hand it maintains complete independence of the Danish 
State, while on the other hand it cooperates very closely with 
the State, a feature which will appear from the present report.

The national organization has been consolidated and simpli
fied, and new methods have been applied in order to provide 
the necessary means for the operation of the Danish Red Cross 
at a time where resources compiled in the first post-war years 
are being exhausted owing to the very important tasks performed 
during the past 4 years. W e trust that the confidence of the 
Danish population in their national Red Cross Society and their 
understanding of it being important to maintain and strengthen 
the Society, will make it possible for us to look to the future 
with reassurance.

Copenhagen, June 15, 1952.

Danish Red Cross Hospital Ship JUTLANDIA  
made available for Service in Korea, January, 1951



R EPO R T
ON

THE SET-UP AND ACTIVITIES OF THE DANISH RED CROSS
1948-1952

Since the X V IIth  International Red Gross Conference the 
Danish Red Cross has pursued its efforts to perfect the organiz
ation of the Society, to consolidate its domestic activities and to 
play an active part as a member of the International Red Cross 
family. Moreover, in the period under review the Society has 
completed its post-war activities.

The following is a report on the above-mentioned activities in 
the period 1948—-1952.

I. ORGANIZATION OF THE DANISH RED CROSS.
A . O rig in.

The Danish Red Cross Society was founded on Api'il 27, 1876, 
and received official recognition from the Danish Government 
on June 26 of the same year.

International recognition was granted by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross in 1876, and the Danish Red Cross 
has thus been a member of the International Red Cross for more 
than 75 years, the 75th anniversary having been celebrated in 
1951. The Society became a member of the League of Red Cross 
Societies shortly after the foundation of the latter, i. e. on July 12, 
1919.

In 1864 Denmark was amongst the first to sign the Geneva 
Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wound
ed and Sick in the Armies in the Field.

The Revised Geneva Conventions and the new Convention for 
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War were signed 
by Denmark on the closing day of the Diplomatic Conference, 
August 12, 1949, and the four said conventions were ratified by 
the Danish Parliament followed by Royal Confirmation by His 
Majesty the King on June 14, 1951.

The emblem of the Red Cross is in Denmark protected by 
law according to the regulations laid down by the Geneva Con
ventions.

B. Present Set-Up.
The Danish Red Cross has the honour to have as its Patron 

His Majesty King Frederik IX . .
The Queen Mother, Her Majesty Queen Alexandrine gracious

ly acts as Honorary President.
President of the Society is at present President- (Vice-Chancel

lor) of the University of Copenhagen, Professor H. M. Hansen, 
I’ll. 1).. who took office in October, 1950.
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Structure of 
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The statutes of the Danish Red Cross were revised at the last 
General Assembly held in May, 1952. The new statutes will come 
into force as soon as they have been approved by the Patron of 
the Society. The revised statutes mean a simplification of certain 
regulations, including a reduction in number of delegates to the 
General Assembly and of the members on the Central Committee.

Any Danish man or woman of good repute can become mem
ber of the Society with a right to vote when they have reached 
the age of 18 years.

Foreign citizens who live in Denmark permanently, can be
come members if the executive committee of the local chapter 
concerned is in favour thereof.

The members pay an annual fee of minimum 2.oo kroner.
The total membership figure for 1951 was abt. 150,000.
From a Red Cross point o f view the country is divided into 6 

areas, each with an area committee headed by a chairman elect
ed by delegates from all chapters in the respective areas. The 
area chairmen have so far had no salaried staff at their disposal.

Within the six areas there are a number of chapters (112) and 
branches (abt. 600). Moreover, there is a chapter on the Faroe 
Islands and one in Greenland, the latter two chapters reporting 
direct to national headquarters. Chapters and branches are di
rected by an executive committee elected at a general meeting by 
the members.

Nearly all work at chapter and branch level is performed by 
volunteers, the large chapters only having paid personnel.

Within the set-up of chapters and branches there are first aid 
units and corps (a total of 271 with an active membership of abt. 
10,000).

T o assist the chapters and branches in developing their activi
ties three general field representatives tour the country regularly.

The highest authority of the Society is the General Assembly 
which convenes every other year generally in the month of May. 
The number of delegates of chapters and branches is decided by 
the membership figures; in 1952 the total number o f delegates was 
285.

T o direct the Society a Central Committee is set up, consisting 
of minimum 29, maximum 35 members, 26 of whom are elected 
by areas, chapters and branches. No member is appointed by the 
government. Representatives of the medical services of the armed 
forces and of the civil defence authorities are attached to the 
Central Committee as advisers without voting power. The Cen
tral Committee meets every 6 months.

T o deal with routine business of a fundamental character an 
Executive Committee o f maximum 14 members is elected by the 
Central Committee from their own number. The Executive Com
mittee convenes 10 times a year.

The President of the Society is chairman of both Central and 
Executive Committees; he is elected by the Central Committee 
outside their own number for a period of 4 years. All other
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elections for above committees are for the same number of years. 
All offices are honorary.

Between meetings of the Executive Committee the Presidency, 
i. e. the President and the Vice-Presidents (two in number) has 
the power to take decisions in matters of urgency, such decisions 
to be put before the Executive Committee at its next meeting.

T o assist in technical questions the Central Committee ap
points a number of advisory councils and committees, composed of 
experts in the different fields. The advisory councils and com
mittees are:
(1) The Finance Committee (4 members) whose opinion is 

asked on all matters having a financial aspect.
(2) The First Aid Council (9 members) which deals with all 

questions pertaining to first aid units and corps, their organi
zation, training of members, instructors and the general pub
lic, etc.

(3) 3 First Aid Committees dealing with standardization o f first 
aid methods, instructors’ training and first aid on highways 
respectively.

(4) The Holger Nielsen Committee (8 members) dealing with 
all matters concerning artificial respiration (training o f in
structors, demonstrations to general public, issuing of pam
phlets in Danish and foreign languages, etc.)

(5) The Junior Red Cross Council (7 members, including the 
chairmen of JRC committees for school work, out-of-school 
groups, cooperation with other youth organizations and 
work in Greenland).

(6) The Nursing Advisory Committee (7 members, established 
permanently in January, 1952, following the adoption of 
recommendations put forward by a temporary nursing ad
visory committee set up in October, 1948. The said recom
mendations included the employment of a nurse at national 
headquarters).

(7) The Blood Donor Committee (9 members) which has the task 
of providing donors for blood banks and of coordinating the 
work in order to make a clearing of blood possible among 
the individual hospitals all over the country.

(8) The Greenland Committee (7 members) assisting the work 
carried out in Greenland.

Chairmen of advisory councils and committees should as far as 
possible be members of the Central Committee.

Besides the above-mentioned advisory committees there are 
certain committees dealing with special individual activities.

The headquarters of the Danish Red Cross has its seat in Co
penhagen. In 1950 the offices of the headquarters were moved 
into premises at 22, Platanvej, owned by the Society.

The Chief Executive Officer, viz. the Director General, Mr. 
Aage Schoch, is appointed by the Central Committee.

The headquarters have a salaried staff which for special pur« 
poses are assisted by volunteers from time to time.

Advisory
Bodies

Central Admi
nistration
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Health
Activities

II. ACTIVITIES OF THE DANISH RED CROSS.
First Aid. In report from the Danish Red Cross for the period 
1938— 48 was mentioned a proposed reorganization of the DRC 
first aid organization with a view of forming a national first aid 
corps, the different local corps of which should be used as com
plete units within the civil defence organization.

In the period under review this plan has not proved practic
able for which reason one has maintained the de-centralized or
ganization of local first aid units and corps which are directed 
at the top level by a National First Aid Council of 9 members 
and at area level by area first aid councils. At chapter level the 
first aid unit is an independent part, the unit and the chapter 
being represented on each other’s executive board. By April, 1952, 
there were 221 units and 50 corps, the total membership being 
abt. 10,000.

In places where there are both a unit and a corps (the latter 
consisting of the most active members) the corps is prepared and 
bound to act immediately in any emergency; to qualify as a 
corps member special training is required. The unit members 
assist in giving courses to the general public, arrange first aid 
posts at exhibitions, fares, in sport fields, etc.

The Danish Holger Nielsen Method of First Aid 
Artificial Respiration.

1. Expiration: Rock forward producing an even, light pressure. 

Change to:

2, Inspiration: Swing backwards lifting and pulling patient’s arms and 
shoulders..............

Frequency: 10-—12 times to the minute.

To. he applied immediately in. cases of:
Drowning, Hanging, Choking and Strangulation, Asphyxiation by 
Well. Gas, Poisoning by Coal Fumes, Garage Gas. Generator Gas, 

* Household Gas, Tetrachloride and ^Narcotics. Electricity Accidents, 
Lightning, Heatstroke, General Exposure :o Cold.



The teaching of life saving by artificial respiration is an im
portant link in first aid training in Denmark. The method used 
is the Danish Holger Nielsen method, which has been applied 
for more than 20 years; it has thus passed the initial stages of ex
periment and is in Denmark regarded as the safest and least 
strenuous method so far invented. Technical and popular pam
phlets on the H.N. method exist in English and other foreign 
languages. ■·

The training of first aid instructors has been intensified in the 
period under review', and a new instructor’s manual has been 
written. The training is concluded by a strict test, of which the 
theoretical part is carried out by correspondance while practical 
proof of the knowledge acquired is given at a training centre 
held at Easter time. In the period 1948— 52 abt. 200 instructors 
have passed the instructor’s test.

Red Cross first aid instructors are used by civil defence au
thorities for the teaching of first aid in basic civil defence courses 
and for groups within civil defence who shall be attached to 
hospitals, first aid posts, etc.

A special feature within the field of first aid is First Aid 
Posts on Highways and on Beaches, of which there are 1600 and 
325 respectively. The highway posts are placed along all im
portant routes at an interval o f abt. 4 kilometers (2%  miles). , -

In order to make school-children first aid minded —  and to. 
assure that first aid material is available —  Red Cross first aid . 
chests are placed in the schools at conspicuous places, in 1952 
a number of 875.
Rehabilitation and Convalescent Hospital at Hald in Jutland. 
This hospital which receives patients w'ho suffer from rheumatic, 
nervous, heart or gastric diseases or from poliomylitis, has in the 
period 1948— 52 given treatment to 10,000 patients with a num
ber of 500,000 sickdays.

According to a special arrangement with the Norwegian Red 
Cross Norwegian polio patients are received for after-treatment.

The hospital which has a total capacity of 400 patients, aims 
at assisting patients of the less well-to-do-classes of the popula
tion.
Rest Home in Norway for Danish Children Suffering from 
Asthma. In 1946 the Danish Red Cross began in co-operation 
with the Norwegian Red Cross to send Danish children suffering 
from asthma to the Norwegian mountains in an experimental 
attempt to help cure these unfortunate children. The experiment 
was encouraging and the program has been turned into a per
manent one: in the summer of 1950 a new home was inaugurated 
at Kongsberg, Norway, for which home the Norwegian Red Cross 
provided half the cost of establishment through a nation-w’ide 
collection in Norway.

The home at Kongsberg has a capacity of 60 children and 
receives both girls and boys in the ages 5— 13 years on a 4-months’ 
stay. There is a personnel of 17, all Danish.
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Rest Home at Kongsberg, Norway, for Danish Children Suffering from
Asthma.

In the period 1948— 1952 a total number of 568 children 
were received in the old and the new home. Occasionally Nor
wegian children are also received, in the said period a total of 11.

According to medical examinations of the children before and 
after the stay in Norway, over 90 per cent, of the children are 
considerably better when they return, and regular post-examin
ations at 3 months’ interval show that the said improvement is 
lasting for more than 50 per cent, of the children.

Donors for Blood Banks. As mentioned in our report for the pe
riod 1938— 1948 the Danish Red Cross was instrumental in caus
ing a special committee to be set up to work out the future pro
gram for blood banks, blood donors, etc., in Denmark. The form
ation of this program has taken time, but now seems to be in the 
final stage of shaping.

The Danish Red Cross has placed its organization at the dis
posal of the authorities for procuring the necessary quantities 
o f blood. The plan is that a Danish Red Cross representative shall 
be attached to each blood bank (the system of blood banks is 
new in Denmark, the first having been opened in 1951) who 
shall be responsible for recruiting and organizing a special blood 
donor corps which shall be attached to the blood bank. Another 
responsibility of the Danish Red Cross will be to assist in co-or
dinating the work of the different blood banks, first of all making 
possible a practical clearing of rarer blood-types.

Assistance in Greenland. Through the medical officers in Green
land, and first of all through the chief medical officer who is 
chairman of the Greenland chapter, the Danish Red Cross has 
rendered assistance to health activities in Greenland by placing 
funds at the disposal of the doctors for assistance during epidemics 
o f measles, etc. Moreover, radio-sets and ward-organs have been 
donated by other DRC chapters to hospitals in Greenland.

10



Information on various health measures are given to the 
Greenland population through Red Cross courses, pamphlets, 
etc., which work is carried out in close co-operation with the 
Greenland Department (see also page 21).
Health Activities Abroad. In the period 1948— 1952 various me
dical relief activities have been carried out abroad by the Danish 
Red Cross alone or in co-operation with others. These comprise 
the Danish Health Service in South Schleswig, the International 
Tuberculosis Campaign, the hospital ship JUT LAN DI A, relief 
to Palestine refugees, etc. The said activities are mentioned in 
detail on pages 15— 19.
Study Visits from Abroad. In 1950— 51 the Danish Red Cross 
received the Siamese Red Cross doctor, Mrs. Shriprapai Phong 
Aksara for a 3 months study visit in Copenhagen of the produc
tion of BCG vaccine.

Moreover, two Iranian TB doctors were accepted in 1951 for 
a 2 weeks study visit in connection with similar visits in Norway 
and Sweden, but no details have as yet been worked out con
cerning this visit.

The Danish Red Cross has no schools of nursing, the training Nursing 
of nurses being dealt with completely by the State. Activitie

The Danish Red Cross has, however, been requested to assist 
in the recruiting and training of volunteer nurse’s aides within 
the civil defence scheme. An agreement has been concluded to this 
effect between the Civil Defence League and the Danish Red 
Cross. In connection therewith the Red Cross has assisted in 
(1) planning the training of volunteer nurse’s aides (DRC text
book will be used), (2) preparing an instructor’s manual for 
volunteer nurse’s aides and (3) giving instructor’s courses for 
nurse course leaders.

First Aid 
Post on a 
Beach 
inclusive 
of a Red 
Cross Life 
Saving 
Boat,

1 1



The Danish Red Cross has for many years had courses in 
nursing the sick in the homes and in child care on its program. 
These courses are now being intensified and completely revised in
troducing modern teaching methods and including the field of 
hygiene. The nurse entrusted in carrying through and directing 
this program profited in 1951 from an American Red Cross 
scholarship. Further information on the above courses is given 
on page 21.

Since 1876 the Danish Red Cross has had a nurses placement 
bureau attached to its headquarters. Nursing in the homes at a 
reduced rate is granted in a limited number of cases. The bureau 
in question has in April, 1952, been transferred to the Copenha
gen chapter. As per January 1, 1952, 41 nurses were attached 
to the bureau. Since 1945 about one half of the nurses has 
participated in international relief work.

Besides the nurses attached to the said bureau the Danish Red 
Cross employs a number of nurses in its activities at home and 
abroad.

One DRC chapter undertakes the training of children’s nurses 
on a Danish Red Cross infant home. The training period is 12 
months practical work caring for the infants (supplemented by 
evening school classes according to statutory regulations) plus 
3 months’ orientation in the occupation of small children (the 
Froebel system).

Through the intermediary of the League o f Red Cross Socie
ties and at the initiative of the French Red Cross an exchange of 
Danish and French nurses has taken place in the period 1950—  
1952 for a period of 2 months in the summer season. In Den
mark the arrangement is carried out with the assistance of and 
in cooperation with the Danish Council of Nurses.

In 1950 the Danish Red Cross assisted an Austrian Red Cross 
nurse in participating in a course in Denmark arranged by the 
Danish Council of Nurses for foreign nurses specializing in the 
care of TB patients.

The Danish Red Cross is represented on the Danish Florence 
Nightingale Committee and contributes annually to its scholar
ship fund.

Two Danish nurses have in the period under review been 
awarded the Florence Nightingale Medal, viz. in 1949 Miss Eli 
Magnussen and in 1951 Mrs. Signe Jansen.

Social Welfare The Danish Red Cross has social welfare activities on its pro- 
Activities gram, but to a moderate degree only due to the advanced social 

standard in Denmark. The DRC activities in the social wel
fare field are the following:
Child Welfare Work. A number of DRC chapters have on their 
program the operation of infant homes, day-nurseries, and kin
dergartens. In all, the Danish Red Cross runs 14 children’s insti
tutions with a capacity of 600 children.
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Also as- far away as in Greenland such a work is performed, the 
Danish Red Cross having underway the establishment of a child
ren’s home in the town of Godthaab which home it is expected to 
inaugurate in August, 1952. This home will have a capacity of 
20 children from 2 to 14 years of age. It is hoped to cover the 
running expenses in connection with operating the home from the 
proceeds of a permanent collection of used stamps initiated by 
the Danish Red Cross in April, 1952.

Rest Home for Overworked Housewives with Small Children. 
Since the summer of 1948 the Danish Red Cross has operated 
rest homes for overworked impecunious mothers with small 
children of up to 7 years of age, thereby filling a gap in Danish 
social legislation. During the first years of this initiative up to 
three homes were in operation, but now one remains, viz. Krag- 
lund, near Hammel in Jutland, which home has a capacity of 
20 mothers and 40 children. The Kraglund home is operated 
by the North Jutland Area Committee.

In the period 1948— 1952 1270 mothers and 2300 children have 
benefited from a stay at D RC centres of this type.

Home for Chronically III. In 1950 the North Jutland Area Com
mittee opened a Home at Struer with room for 20 chronically ill
persons.

It has been decided to establish another such home at Loeg-
stoer.

Aid to Sick, Lonely and Aged Persons in Their Homes. In 1949 
the Danish Red Cross began on a small scale the training of vo
lunteers who would be willing to visit sick and lonely people in 
their home. A  program was carried out in Copenhagen as an 
experiment which has proved the great need for such a service, 
a need which will become more and more apparent with the 
development of modern medicines and the prolongation of the 
life of man.

It is hoped to turn this program into a nation-wide program.

Loan Depots and Ambulant Cribs. The Danish Red Cross has 
for many years operated loan depots for medical equipment 
which depots are supervised by Red Cross volunteers. In 1952 
there are 335 loan depots.

A similar activity is the circulation of ambulant cribs with 
complete layettes which are lent to impecunious mothers against 
a doctor’s or midwife’s request. The cribs can be held for 
6 months and must be returned in good condition, the necessary 
wear and tear taken into consideration. In 1952 the Danish Red 
Cross has 715 ambulant cribs.

Volunteer Production Groups. Both in Denmark proper and in 
Greenland groups of volunteers undertake the production ne
cessary for keeping loan depots, ambulant cribs, etc., sufficiently 
supplied.
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Above: Exterior of Day-Nursery run by the Aarhus Chapter of the 
Danish Red Cross —  inaugurated in 1950.

Below: Interior of above-mentioned Day-Nursery.
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In Greenland this work has been started in recent years and 
comprises production from material sent from Denmark of 
children’s clothing which is distributed to impecunious families. 
Danish and Greenland authorities are very interested in this 
program which is of particular importance because it opens the 
eyes of the Greenland women for humanitarian relief work.

The international relief activities of the Danish Red Cross in 
the period under review have been the following:

The International Tuberculosis Campaign which was based 
on a Danish Red Cross initiative taken in 1946, was continued 
until the end of June, 1951, with Red Cross participation. In 
the period 1946— 1951 90 Danish doctors, 124 Danish nurses, 
and Danish non-medical personnel in a number of 78 assisted 
in cooperation with its Norwegian and Swedish partners in test
ing 37.7 million children and young people in 15 different 
countries, o f which number 16.7 million were BCG vaccinated. 
As from July, 1951, the Red Cross part of the work was taken 
over by the World Health Organization, the other partner being, 
as before, the UNICEF.

As part of its contribution to the I.T.C. the Danish Red 
Cross operated until June 1950 in Copenhagen a college for 
foreign TB doctors who spent a 2— 3 months study visit in Scan
dinavia, chiefly Copenhagen. In the period 1948— 1950 91 
doctors from 20 different countries visited the college.

The Danish Health Service in South Schleswig is a humani
tarian, medical relief activity, aimed at assisting primarily in
habitants of Danish descent, the operation of which service was 
entrusted to the Danish Red Cross by the Danish government in 
1948.

The Service comprises in Flensburg a hospital with 3 sections
a medical ward with 70 beds, a children’s ward with 48 beds, 

and a TB ward with 44 beds — , a TB dispensary, a policlinic 
for adults, a policlinic for children and a dental clinic for school- 
children; furthermore there is a policlinic in the town of Schles
wig. Moreover, visiting and public health nurses are on duty- 
all over the province. As part of the TB work TB and other 
patients from South Schleswig are sent to TB sanatoria and 
hospitals etc. in Denmark; about 200 such patients are con
tinually in Denmark.

In the period 1948— 1952 the above-mentioned hospital sec
tions had 171,000 sickdays, while patients being treated in Den
mark had 287,000 sickdays.

The Service has a staff of 225 persons, of whom 80 are Danish 
nationals, the remainder being domiciled in South Schleswig.

International
Relief
Activities

I.T.C.

Germany



The Danish Health Service in South Schleswig is admini
stered by a committee under the precidency of the Danish Red 
Cross President for government funds, the annual budget being 
abt. 3 million kroner. German health authorities recognize and 
count on the Danish Health Service when calculating the need 
for hospitals and public health nurses etc. in South Schleswig.
Feeding Program. At the request of the Danish government the 
Danish Red Cross undertook in the period under review a series 
of feeding actions in South Schleswig, Holstein and Hamburg to 
the benefit of schoolchildren, children below school-age, and in 
South-Schleswig also aged and sick people of Danish descent. 
As the situation in Germany improved, the scheme was reduced 
correspondingly and is now carried out in South Schleswig only 
and solely to the benefit of persons whose need has been certi
fied by a doctor.

In the period in question 48.5 million meals and 505,000 food 
packages of 5 kilos each were distributed.
Cultural Relief Work. In the period 1949— 1951 »cultural re
lief« was rendered in the form of two youth centres in Lower

Wolfsburg
Castle in
Lower
Saxony
which housed
the Cultural
Relief
Centre
mentioned
overleaf.
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Saxony (Wolfsburg with room for 120 boys ages 17— 23 and 
Salzgitter for 60 girls of same ages) where material assistance 
combined with education was given to homeless boys and girls 
selected among refugees. For a shorter period a similar centre 
for boys was operated in Berlin-Spandau. The work was carried 
out in cooperation with German authorities and was taken over 
by the latter as from January, 1952.

Berlin and Eastern Germany. At the request of the International 
Committee o f the Red Cross the Danish Red Cross participated 
for 3 winter-seasons in the Committee's relief schemes for children, 
old people and TB patients in Berlin and Eastern Germany.
The DRC contribution consisted of medicaments and foodstuffs 
at a total value of 495,000 kroner.

In response to appeals from the League of Red Cross Societies India 
the Danish Red Cross has donated funds for milk powder and 
medicaments for India at a total value of 15,000 kroner.

Support lias, furthermore, been given to jewisli refugees in Israel 
transit camps at Marseilles (France) and to the establishment of 
a children’s hospital in Israel.

In reply to an appeal from the League of Red Cross Societies Italy 
for assistance to the Italian Red Cross on the occasion of the 
terrible floods in Italy in October-November 195i, the Danish 
Red Cross initiated a nation-wide collection of clothing which 
resulted in the dispatch to Italy of large consignments at a total 
value of more than 4 million kroner.

Hospital Ship JUTLAND!A. At the request of the Danish Korea 
government the Danish Red Cross undertook in the autumn of 
1950 the administration of the Hospital ship JUTLANDIA 
which was offered the United Nations for service in Korean 
waters. The hospital ship has a capacity of 300 patients and had 
as per February 29, 1952, received 4,109 patients of 16 dif
ferent nationalities, representing 38,685 sickdays in abt. 8 months 
regular hospital service. The JU TLAN D IA has twice been used 
for repatriation to Europe of wounded soldiers. A  number of 
civilian Korean patients has also been treated onboard, and 
Korean doctors and nurses have been received for training.
Chief of the JUTLANDIA expedition is Commodore Kai Ham- 
merich, former president of the Danish Red Cross.

Medical Welfare Team. In reply to an appeal from the League 
of Red Cross Societies the Danish Red Cross sent a medical 
welfare team (a doctor, a welfare officer and a sanitary engin
eer) to Korea in the beginning of 1951 to serve among the ci
vilian population in South Korea under the auspices of the 
United Nations. The welfare officer rendered service in the 
south-west province of Cholla-Namdo, while the doctor and
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Palestine
Refugees

the sanitary engineer served in the province of Kangwon-Do 
(between the 37th and 38th parallel) where amongst other 
institutions a hospital was established in a war-ravaged bank
building in the city of Wonju.

It proved during this activity very difficult for Red Cross per
sonnel to work according to Red Cross principles for which rea
son Red Cross co-operation with the United Nations in this 
particular field was terminated at the end of 1951.

Latest Danish Red Cross Stamp 
picturing the Hospital Ship JUT
LAND! A, issued September, 1951, 
at the time of first Danish Red 
Cross Week —  sur-charge of 
0,05 krone to the benefit of 

Danish Red Cross.

Munju Hospital
E Es tab l i shed  . b y
U N L A L l

in ldup er at ion uf
Li. 3 . A r m/ - Re pa bite at 
Ka re a -Dan ish Red Cross

Projected Exchange of Prisoners of War. Following the regret
table refusal of recognition of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross as a neutral intermediary in an exchange of pri
soners of war after an armistice agreement in Korea, the Danish 
Red Cross was requested in March, 1952, to place 12 doctors 
at the disposal of joint Red Cross teams to be composed of mem
bers of certain national Red Cross societies. The Danish Red 
Cross agreed to make available the requested number of doctors 
and has participated in preliminary negotiations in Tokio and 
Korea during which the projected plan has been worked out 
in detail.

From December, 1948, to May, 1950, the Danish Red Cross 
participated in the relief activity of the International Red Cross 
carried out at the request of the United Nations to the benefit 
of Palestine refugees. The DRC contribution consisted of a quan
tity of relief supplies (medicaments and foodstuffs) and a per
sonnel of 18, chiefly doctors and nurses. 15 of these delegates 
served with the League of Red Cross Societies one of which as 
chief medical officer, while 3 served with the International Com
mittee.

Name-Plate of Hospital, estab
lished by Dr. P. H. Nexmand, 
M. D., member of Danish 
medical welfare-team, in war- 
ravaged bank-building in the 
city of Wonju, South Korea 

(see text above).
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At the request of the League of Red Cross Societies the 
Danish Red Cross dispatched by air 4,000 vials of antityphoid 
vaccine to the sister society in San Salvador as an emergency 
assistance made necessary by the earthquake of May, i 951.

The Danish Red Cross has in the period 1948— 1952 par
ticipated in several international Red Cross meetings, first of all 
the meeting of the Board of Governors in October, 1950.

Moreover, close contact has been kept with sister societies in 
the other Nordic countries and information of mutual interest 
has been exchanged within different fields.

The Danish Red Cross has agreed to participate, in co
operation with the Norwegian and Swedish Red Gross societies, 
in the League’s study visit program and has in the period under 
review both received study visitors on a modest scale and largely 
benefited itself from scholarships granted by .the American Red 
Cross.

Besides, a number of visitors from abroad were received in the 
period under review headed by the presidents of the League and 
the International Committee.

The Danish Red Cross has contributed financially to the 
League (according to its quota) and the International Com
mittee (a small token contribution) and celebrates the Inter
national Red Cross day.

At the request of the Secretary General of the League of 
Red Cross Societies a leading DRC staff member was lent to 
the League Secretariat and served there for a 6 months period 
(August 1951— February 1952).

The Danish Junior Red Cross has developed its activities
steadily in the period under review. In 1952 the work comprises:
a) Work in the Schools: This work which was only in the initial 

stage in 1948, has been firmly established, and it is hoped 
to see a further expansion through the assistance of JRC 
chapter advisers who shall be responsible for keeping in con
tact with the schools within the chapter area. At the moment 
250 schools have joined up; the children reached through 
these schools are 6— 14 years of age.

b) Work in Out-of-School Groups is being continued side by 
side with the school work, the children in these groups being 
from 10 to 18 years of age. There are 44 such groups with 
a membership of abt. 1,500 children, a somewhat lower figure 
than in 1948 for which decline the school work is responsible.

c) Co-operation with other Youth Organizations: According to 
an agreement with the Federation o f Danish Youth Organi
zations concluded in 1947 the Junior Red Cross has since 
then trained 218 JRC instructors who teach first aid to 
members of other youth organizations. When passing the

San Salvador

International
Relations

Junior 
Red Cross
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Information
Service

first aid test for juniors, the members of the different youth 
organizations are entitled to wear the JRC first aid badge.

d) Work in Greenland: In cooperation with the cultural section 
of the Greenland Department the Danish Junior Red Cross 
has produced a considerable quantity of documentary ma
terial, most of which has been printed on a multilith ma
chine received as a gift from the American Junior Red Gross. 
The material which deals with health and safety-first 
measures in the form of booklets, posters, calendars, etc., is 
being distributed through the schools in Greenland.

e) Relief Work: Through the national JRC office 6,500 gift 
parcels of various kinds produced entirely by the juniors, 
have been distributed to Danish and Greenland children in 
children’s homes, sanatoria and hospitals. The parcels con
tained chiefly toys and clothing. In addition schools and out- 
of-school groups have given aid to local institutions within 
their area of operation.

From the American Junior Red Cross a quantity of 20,000 
gift boxes were received in the period 1948— 1952 and di
stributed to Danish children. Some of the gift boxes were 
returned to the American donors after having been refilled 
by the Danish recipients.

f) International School Correspondance: In the period 1948- 
1952 the Danish Junior Red Gross has participated in the 
exchange of school albums, the number involved being 552.

g) School Art and School Music: Collections of school art ma
terial has been received, particularly from the American and 
Canadian Junior Red Cross which collections are being cir
culated in Danish secondary schools.

Moreover, albums with records of American school music 
has been received from the American Junior Red Cross which 
records are likewise being circulated.

h) International Relations: The Danish Junior Red Cross 
keeps in close touch with sister sections of neighbouring so
cieties and has in the. period under review participated in the 
exchange of juniors and in international Junior Red Cross 
camps in England and Holland, the latter followed by a 
visit to Geneva by one Danish junior and one leader.

i) Bi-monthly Magasin: The Junior Red Cross has a printed 
magasin, issued every other month, and a leaflet for JRC 
leaders produced on the multilith machine 6 times a year.

The Danish Red Cross Information Service may be divided 
into two sections: (1) the service which aims at instructing the 
general public with a view to helping themselves and others, i. e. 
the course activity, and (2) the service which aims at informing 
the general public about the activities of the Red Cross.
The Course Activity comprises courses in first aid, life saving, 
inch artificial respiration, nursing of the sick in the home, and 
mother and baby care, as well as distribution of pamphlets of
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an educational nature. All courses are arranged on the initiative 
of local Red Cross chapters.

Courses in first aid are tought by a doctor and comprises 
9 lectures of 2 hours each in which is included the teaching of 
artificial respiration according to the Holger Nielsen method 
(see also pages 8— 9). Moreover, demonstrations of artificial re
spiration are given one Sunday every summer at all important 
bathing resorts in the country. Beside the above-mentioned first aid 
courses a shorter course for drivers are given which course is com 
pulsory for bus-drivers. It is worth special mention that first aid 
courses in Greenland which were introduced in 1948 after the 
issue of a Red Cross text-book in the Greenland language, have 
proved very valuable to the Greenlanders.

In the period 1948— 1952 450 first aid courses were given 
which courses were attended by 8,200 persons.

The Danish Red Cross courses in home nursing and mother 
and baby care are being revised at the moment. In the future 
the two courses will consist of 7 lectures of 2 hours each and 
will be given by fully trained nurses who will have to qualify as 
Red Cross instructors through a short course of instruction. A 
new text-book and an instructor’s manual have been prepared.

Courses in the above-mentioned subjects are also given to 
Junior Red Cross members.

A number of pamphlets of an educational nature have been 
issued in the period under review. Examples hereof are: (1) a 
pamphlet on dental care for children which is being distributed 
by Danish public health nurses to expectant mothers, and (2) 
informative pamphlets for the guidance of Greenlanders (one 
for expectant mothers, another on hygiene in the home, etc.) 
(see also Junior Red Cross page 20).

The Danish Red Cross has a great number of text-books and 
instructor’s manuals of which 7 on first aid, 5 on life saving 
and artificial respiration according to the Holger Nielsen method 
(some of which are translated into foreign languages), 2 on 
home nursing and mother and baby care.

Information on Red Cross Activities are given through
(1) the DRC magasin which is issued 6;—7 times a year and 

has a circulation of 6,000 copies, two thirds of which are 
subscriptions,

(2) the first aid magasin, issued 10 times a year with a circula
tion of 5,000 copies,

(3) the Junior Red Cross magasin (see page 20),
(4) lectures and film-shows arranged by Red Cross chapters all 

over the country.
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Celebration of International Red Cross Day, May 8, 1952, on which 
Danish Red Cross distributed Spring-Flowers to Hospital Patients, In

habitants of Old Age Homes, etc.

Publicity and Beside the publicity given to Red Cross activities at home and 
Fund Raising ak roacj through the media mentioned above, a regular publicity 

service is maintained giving the general public up-to-date in
formation on current Red Cross events.

This service is particularly concerned with publicity in con
nection with fund raising, but handles also special events such 
as the celebration of the International Red Cross day May 8, 
the issue of Red Cross stamps (the latest DRC stamp picturing 
the hospital ship JU TLAN D IA was issued in September, 1951), 
nation-wide collections for relief supplies or funds (f. inst. the 
Italian relief in the winter 1951/52), etc.

With regard to fund raising the Danish Red Cross has for 
many years, beside the membership fee mentioned previously, 
collected its funds on an annual flag-day or through nation-wide 
lotteries. Moreover, the chapters have individually organized 
fund raising arrangements of various kinds.

Early in 1950 it was, however, decided to go in for the system 
of 'an annual propaganda and fund raising week held simultane
ously all over the country. For certain reasons this arrangement 
was not carried through until September 1951. This first at
tempt was not a hundred per cent, success, as the conservative



elements among the chapters failed to support the idea with the 
necessary enthusiasm. Nevertheless the »week« yielded a net- 
profit which was double the size of the previous flag-day, for 
which reason another attempt will be made in 1952, likewise 
in September.

As mentioned on page 13, a collection of used stamps (through 
firms, industries, etc.) has been initiated recently the proceeds 
of which will be used to cover expenses in connection with the 
operation of a children’s home in Greenland.

Economic Survey of the Activities of the Danish Red Cross 
Headquarters in the Period 1948— 1951.

1000 D.kr. 1000 S.frc.

Expend
iture Income Expend

iture Income

Feeding Program in Germany... 12,073 12,073 7,641 : 7,641
Danish Health Service in South 

Schleswig ................................. 10,587 10,587 6,701 6,701
The JUTLANDIA Expedition . 15,131 15,131 9,577 9,577
Cultural Relief Work in Ger

many ........................................ 882 522 558 330
Medical Assistance and Feed

ing Programs in different Eu
ropean Countries...................... 1,125 1,266 712 801

Participation in the Relief Oper
ation to the Benefit of Vic
tims of the Palestine Conflict 775 483 491 306

Assistance to Jewish Transmi
grants at Marseilles and Needy 
Immigrants to Israel ........... 350 100 222 63

Relief for Italy ....................... 181 — 115 —
The International Tuberculosis 

Campaign ................................ 2,466 938 1,561 594
Sundry International Relief 

Activities .................................. 1,273 630 806 399
Dispatch of Gift Parcels ....... 1,230 1,283 778 812
Domestic Activities ................... 15,912 13,340 10,071 8,443

t - ; 61,985 56,353 39,233 35,667

(1 S. frc. equalling D. kr. 1.58)

Finances
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The Danish Red Cross derives its income from the following 
sources: (1) membership fees, (2) fund raising week, (3) ex
traordinary collections of supplies and funds for special purposes, 
(4) a small government subsidy of 12,000 kroner, and (5) 
other income such as income from personal and real estate, 
donations and bequests, Red Cross stamps, etc. The working 
accounts of the DRC headquarters for 1951 balance with 17.7 
million kroner and the balance-sheet with 9.3 million kroner.

For the period 1948— 1951 the Danish Red Cross headquarters 
has for its large-scale relief work abroad (part of which has 
been carried out at the request and expense of the government) 
and for domestic activities supported by headquarters had a 
total expenditure of 62.0 million kroner against an income of 
56.4 million kroner. The deficit has been covered from funds 
collected in the post-war years for activities abroad.

Detailed information in figures on the said activities are given 
in the survey on page 23. The three first mentioned activities have 
been carried out at the request of the Danish government and 
entirely at its expense, the total incoming and outgoing figure 
being 37.8 million kroner. The remainder of the activities men
tioned has been carried out at the initiative of the Danish Red 
Cross, but certain of them with support from the State through 
the so-called Coordinating Committee for International Relief 
which committee was set up to deal with post-war relief grants. 
In a number of cases this committee doubled up the amount 
granted by the Danish Red Cross for international relief. This 
financial support which has been of valuable assistance to the 
Danish Red Cross and other Danish voluntary organizations in 
the post-war period, is, however, being terminated in 1952.

Seal picturing Poster applied 
during Red Cross Week, 1951.
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