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THE PRIMARY OBJECTS

of

THE CEYLON RED CROSS SOCIETY

are

The care of the sick and wounded in time of war

and

the improvement of health, 
the prevention of disease

and

the mitigation of suffering 
at all times.



HIS LATE MAJESTY KING GEORGE VI

December 14, 1895—February 6, 1952

In the death of H is M ajesty K in g  George VI, the peoples of the British  Com m onwealth  
of N ations have sustained a great loss. Throughout a lifetim e o f service to his people and 
to the cause o f freedom  everywhere his exam ple o f devotion to duty w as an inspiration  
not only to his fellow -countrym en, but also to tens o f m illions far beyond the boundaries 
of the Com m onwealth. D uring his reign the w orld passed  through a catastrophic war that 
brought w idespread havoc to Britain, but even in the darkest days the exam ple o f his 
personal courage was a source of strength to the nation as a whole. D espite  fa ilin g  health  
he continued to d ischarge the heavy duties of the Throne and by his life he added to the 
affection in  which the Crown is held by his people.

T he Ceylon R ed Cross Society pays hum ble tribute to the m em ory of a great man  
whose life w as an outstanding exam ple of all that is finest in  our tradition.



HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II

Her ability and clear judgment, combined with a sense of honour and an instinctive 
devotion to high ideals have commanded universal love and respect.

Her unfailing courtesy and kindness and her modest and sympathetic nature are treasured 
memories among the Commonwealth of Nations.



THE CEYLON RED CROSS SOCIETY
( UNINCORPORATED)

President :
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Vice-Presidents :
THE RT. HONOURABLE THE PRIME MINISTER 

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
SIR JOHN TARBAT, Kt.

Deputy President :
Mr. R. N. BOND, O.B.E., C.C.S.

Honorary Life Members :
Mrs. E. H. ANDREWS 
Dr. F. KEYT
Dr. B. C. De S. RUPESINGHE 
Mrs. WYKE-HOLLOWAY 

Dr. S. W. C. RATNESAR

Director :
Dr. K. J. RUSTOMJEE

Assistant Directors :
Dr. A. E. SPAAR, O.B.E. (Mid-Country)

Mrs. C. ALLDAY (Up-Country)

Honorary Auditors :
Messrs. DUNCUM, WATKINS, FORD & Co., Chartered Accountants

Mrs. V. GABRIEL 
Dr. S. R. GUNAWARDENE 
Dr. T. R. JANSEN, M.B.E. 
Dr. A. E. SPAAR, O.B.E.

Executive Committee :
Mr. R. N. BOND, O.B.E. (Chairman)
Sir JOHN TARBAT (Honorary Treasurer) 
Dr. K. J. RUSTOMJEE (Director)
Lady TARBAT, M.B.E.
Mrs. C. ALLDAY

Dr. S. T. GUNESEKERA 
Dr. T. R, JANSEN, M.B.E. 
Dr. A. E. SPAAR, O.B.E. 
Major E. SOYSA, O.B.E. 
Dr. P. R. THIAGARAJAH

Dr. (Mrs.) B. M. NEWEY
M rs . A. T. SYDNEY-SMITH
Rev. C. E. V. NATHANIELSZ, M.B.E.

Mr. A. C. L. RATWATTE 
Dr. G. RANAWAKE 
Dr. H. W. HOWES, O.B.E.

Secretary :
Miss M. COORAY



THE CEYLON RED CROSS SOCIETY
(Incorporated by Royal Charter 27th November, 1951)

Patrons :
THEIR MAJESTIES THE KING AND QUEEN

President :
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Vice-Presidents :
THE RT. HONOURABLE THE PRIME MINISTER 

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
SIR JOHN TARBAT, Kt.

Chairman of the Council :
R. N. BOND, Esq., O.B.E.

Chairman of the Finance Committee :
Sir JOHN TARBAT, Kt.

Director :
Dr. K. J. RUSTOMJEE

Assistant Directors :
Dr. A. R. SPAAR, O.B.E. (Mid-Country) 
Mrs. C. ALLDAY (Up-Country)

Honorary Auditors :
Messrs. DUNCUM, WATKINS, FORD

Council :
Mr. R. N. BOND, O.B.E. (Chairman)
Dr. S. T. GUNESEKERA (Vice-Chairman)
Mrs. C. ALLDAY
Mrs. D. P. BENNETT
Mrs. C. DIAS
Mr. G. De SOYZA, O.B.E.
Dr. D. C. De FONSEKA
Mrs. C. C. De SILVA
Mrs. E. GOOLDEN
Miss I. GUNESEKERA
Dr. H. W. HOWES, C.M.G., O.B.E.
Dr. J. H. F. JAYASURIYA, O.B.E.

& Co., Chartered Accountants

Mr. C. N. C. JAYAWARDENA 
Dr. (Mrs.) B. M. NEWEY 
Dr. K. J. RUSTOMJEE 
Dr. G. RANAWAKE 
Mrs. H. RATNARAJAH 
Dr. A. E. SPAAR, O.B.E.
Major E. SOYSA, O.B.E.
Mrs. A. T. SYDNEY-SMITH 
Dr. R. L. SPITTEL, C.M.G., C.B.E 
Sir JOHN TARBAT, Kt.
Lady TARBAT, M.B.E.
Mrs. H. THOMAS

Dr. P. R, THIAGARAJAH

Acting Secretary : 
Mrs. H. L. DIRCKZE



R E P O R T
O F  T H E

CEYLON RED CROSS SOCIETY
K

For the year 1951.
t  ----------------------------

Ad important development in the advancement of the Ceylon Red Cross Society was the 
grant of tire Royal Charter of Incorporation by His Majesty King George VI on 27th November, 
1951.

4 Soon after this important change, the Society held its Annual General Meeting at Queen’s
House on 11th December, 1951, with His Excellency the Governor-General, Lord Soulbury, 
in the Chair.

»»
His Excellency addressed the meeting and said :—

“ I had the pleasure of presiding over the Special General Meeting of the Ceylon Red Cross 
Society on 31st May, 1950, and at that meeting the Society approved the Draft Charter, Constitu
tion and Rules to be submitted to His Majesty the King for his approval. To-day we are able to 
rejoice that at last the National Society has been incorporated by Royal Charter and that the 
seal has been set on the new status of the Society. Although the National Society was formed 
with effect from 1st April, 1949, it has taken 2 | years to put through the formalities connected 
with the incorporation of our Charter. During this interim period, the Executive Committee, 
the Directorate, and Office-bearers have administered the functions of the Society, and we are 
most grateful to them for the services they have rendered during this period. It has not been 
easy to carry on the new Society under the old Constitution. Now that the Charter has been 

♦ granted you have been called together to-day to elect Office-bearers and a Council to administer
the affairs of the Society. The Council will now be the Executive body and will perform the 
duties hitherto carried out by the Executive Committee. For that reason the membership has 
been reduced to 25 together with representatives of the Divisions. I am sure that you will 
elect a vigorous Council which will be able energetically to serve the cause of Red Cross in 
Ceylon. I t will now be necessary to prepare fresh Rules for the organisation of Divisions and 
Detachments to replace the Rules of the British Red Cross Society which to a great extent 
have hitherto been followed. Steps will also be taken to have the National Society recognized 
by the International Red Cross and to join the League of Red Cross Societies.
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The Report which you have just approved records a very creditable programme of service 
during 1950. Since then I am informed that the membership has increased from 423 to 670. 
During the present year the Society has continued to do excellent work on which I congratulate 
it. But now that the Society has been fully established in its independent status, immense 
opportunities of service in Ceylon present themselves. In the world as we find it to-day, torn 
by strife and tormented by fear, there can be nothing finer than to pursue the objects of the 
Red Cross which, briefly, are the care of the sick and wounded in time of war, and the improve
ment of health, the prevention of disease and the mitigation of suffering at all times.

So, I  would earnestly appeal to the people of Ceylon and particularly those who are young 
to support this magnificent cause. In doing so they would both benefit themselves and their 
fellows.”

In conclusion His Excellency referred to a speech of Sir Edward de Stein, Chairman of the 
Finance Committee of the British Red Cross Society, at the Annual General Meeting of the 
Colombo Division held in March, 1950, during the course of which he stressed the importance 
of the Junior Red Cross which he regarded as the basis for development in the future.

A few days later, on 21st December, 1951, a meeting of the Council was held and, on the 
proposal of Sir John Tarbat, Mr. R. X. Bond was unanimously elected its first Chairman.

The valuable services rendered by Sir John Tarbat over many years in the control and 
guidance of the Ceylon Red Cross Society were gratefully acknowledged, and though Sir John 
is now chiefly concerned with finance as Chairman of the Finance Committee, his advice on 
matters in general is always available to the Society.

The Charter, Constitution and Rules of the Society have been printed and distributed.

Steps have been taken to secure admission to the League of Red Cross Societies. The 
League has stated that the application is in order and will be recommended for approval at the 
next meeting of the League.

By his letter of 12th March, 1952, the President of the Internationa] Red Cross Committee, 
Geneva, informed the Chairman of the Council that the Ceylon National Society had been duly 
recognised. As the letter is of historic importance it is reproduced on the following page.
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Geneva, March 12, 1952.
Le President 
Dear Mr. Chairman,

I wish to acknowledge your letter of. February 12, 1952, asking that the International 
Committee accord official recognition to the Ceylon Red Cross Society.

The Committee examined the documents enclosed with your letter at its meeting of March 
6, 1952, and decided to accord official recognition to your Society as a member of the Inter
national Red Cross. The Committee was grateful for the very complete documentation provided, 
from which it was clear that the prescribed conditions for recognition were fully satisfied.

I am accordingly very happy to send you the enclosed copy of a circular* by which we 
announced this recognition to all the National Societies.

The Committee is always very gratified to receive a new Society into the community of 
the Red Cross, and I take the opportunity of offering my cordial good wishes for the future, 
and for the success of your Society’s work. We are certain that, under your guidance, tire 
Society will carry on its work of charity in the best humanitarian traditions, to the great benefit 
of those who suffer.

R. N. Bond, Esq., O.B.E.,
Chairman of the Central Council,

Ceylon Red Cross Society,
106, Turret Road, Colombo 7, Ceylon.

Very sincerely yours,
(Sgd.) PAUL RUEGGER.

Membership.—
Life Members . . .. .. . . .. .. 173

Ordinary and Associate Members .. .. . .  . . 501
The Society is pleased to record a gratifying increase in our Membership.

Appointments.—Mr. R. N. Bond was on furlough from April to October, 1951, and during 
this time the Director, with the advice of Sir John Tarbat, attended to the administration of 
the Society. Dr. K. J. Rustomjee, Director, left the Island on November 14th, 1951, for a 
short visit to Australia, and Dr. T. R. Jansen acted for him. On the Secretarial side, Miss M. 
Cooray was appointed in place of Mrs. P. Schokman, and was in turn succeeded by Mrs. H. L. 
Dirckze as from 1st October, 1951.

General Activities.—Details are given later in this Report of the work done by the various 
Divisions, but the main activities are summarised on the following pages.

Not reproduced
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Lectures.—The following popular lectures were arranged and given at Headquarters :—
“ The Romance of Cancer Research ” by Dr. K. J. Rustomjee.
“ Tuberculosis and its Control ” by Dr. 6 . Ranawake.
“ What are Cosmic Rays ? ” by Professor A. W. Mylvaganam.
“ The Administration of Social Services in Ceylon ” by Dr. R. L. Tiruchelvam.
“ Reminiscences of Service with the British Red Cross Society—A.R.P. Reserve ” by 

Mr. T. C. Tyrell-Lewis.

The lectures were well attended and greatly appreciated.

As a result of the Colombo Plan Exhibition, no progress was made with our proposed 
Headquarters Building in Colombo.

Radio Broadcasts.—The following talks were given from Radio Ceylon :—
Red Cross Founder’s Day by Dr. K. J. Rustomjee.
First Aid Posts by Mrs. H. Ratnarajah.
Home Visiting by Mrs. C. C. de Silva 
Hospital Services by Miss I. Gunesekera,
Concluding Talk by Rev. C. E. V. Nathanielsz.

The Society thanks Radio Ceylon for the facilities provided.

First Aid Lectures.—Doctors Jansen and Rustomjee gave a complete course of lectures in 
First Aid to the members of the Society.

Examinations.—The following examinations were held at Headquarters :—
Instructor’s Certificate.
First Aid.
Home Nursing.

Donations.—There was a satisfactory response to an appeal accompanied by copies of our 
1950 Report, made to prominent citizens and mercantile firms. The following is a list of 
donations received :—

Ceylon Trading Company .. . .  .. .. .. Rs. 475-00
Sir Donatus Victoria .. .. .. .. .. ,, 250-00
Ceylon Turf Club ............................................................ „ 250 -00
Hulandawe Rubber & Tea Co. .. .. .. ,, 200-00
Carson Cumber batch & Co., Ltd. .. .. .. .. ,, 100-00
Messrs. Brown & Co. .. .. .. . .  ,, 100-00
Messrs. Hunter & Co. .. . .  .. .. . .  ,, 50-00
Eastern Silk Stores .. .. .. .. .. . .  ,, 50-00
Imperial Chemical Industries .. .. .. ,, 25-00
A. Sankar Iyer & Sons .. .. .. .. ,, 25-00

Rs. 1,525-00
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It is with grateful thanks that the Society acknowledges these donations. I t  is hoped 
that it will be possible to give the names of many more donors in the Report for 1952.

Approved Charity.—The recent amendment to Section 44 (a) of the Income Tax Ordinance 
provides that donations to the Ceylon Red Cross Society (amongst other public· charitable 
institutions) may be deducted from income for purposes of taxation.

Blankets for the Children’s Ward at the Tuberculosis Hospital, Welisara, were obtained 
through the kind assistance of the Australian Red Cross, to whom we offer our fraternal greetings 
and thanks.

The shortage of nurses in Ceylon has been seriously felt in homes and hospitals. A plan 
for the suitable training of approved ladies in Home Nursing has been submitted by the Director 
and the Rev. C. E. V. Nathanielsz. Two interviews have been held so far between Dr. L. Blaze, 
D.D.M.S., and the two officers of our Society mentioned above. Soon after the submission of 
this plan, Brigadier the Earl of Caithness, Army Commander, Ceylon, and Major H. C. Sera- 
singhe, Senior Medical Officer of the Ceylon Army, inquired from the Society what contribution 
it could make in providing Voluntary Aid Workers (Women) in time of war or any other 
emergency. The various Divisions of our Society were circularised and, so far, Kandy has 
given assurance of 19 nurses, Up-Country Central Division 4, and Colombo Division 24.

The formation of a National Society necessitated the re-designing of uniform and equipment 
such as badges and buttons. Redesigned equipment was obtained through the kind help of 
the British Red Cross Society from Messrs. J. R. Gaunt & Son Ltd. (Birmingham), and Messrs. 
Hobson & Sons Ltd. (London).

Defence Medals.—The number of those who earned the Defence Medal is gratifyingly large. 
Names are given in Appendix I .

First Aid Posts.—The following posts were established during the year 1951 :—
Colombo—

State Funeral of Sir Francis Molamure.
Fireworks Display on Galle Face.
Cycle Marathon.
August Revels Carnival.
“ Otters Again ” Carnival.

Kandy—
Bogambara Cricket Pavilion (Independence Day Celebrations).
Esala Perahera.
Mahiyahgana Festival.
Ceylon Motor Speed and Test Trials.

Norton Bridge—
Adam’s Peak—every full-moon night.
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The members of the Society rendered valuable service on the occasion of the State Funeral 
of the late Sir Francis Molamure, Speaker of the House of Representatives.

On the night of the Independence Day Celebrations on 4th February, 1951, the members 
manning First Aid Posts did useful work.

Outstation Inspections.—Three visits were paid to Kandy to discuss the building of Head
quarters there. It has not been possible to commence building as difficulties have arisen over 
the site. «

Variety Show.—We offer our thanks to the Polytechnic Students’ Union for the splendid 
variety show “ Poly-Parade ” organised by them partly in aid of Red Cross funds.

Accounts.—Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet for the year ended 
31st December, 1951, duly certified by the Honorary Auditors, Messrs. Duncum, Watkins, 
Ford & Co., Chartered Accountants, are appended.

Acknowledgments.—The Society is grateful to Dr. T. R. Jansen for acting for the Director, 
Dr. K. J. Rustomjee, during his absence out of the Island.

To the various Sister National Organisations, the Society records its appreciation of the 
regular contributions of interesting reading matter received from time to time.

Finally, the Society extends its thanks to the Divisional Committees, Detachments and 
Associate Members, for their service, freely rendered in the cause of Red Cross in Ceylon.

By Order of the Council,
CARMEN DIRCKZE,

A ding Secretary.Colombo, 8th April, 1952.



( 7 )

A REVIEW OF THE WORK DONE BY
THE COLOMBO DIVISION.

The Colombo Division extended its work during 1951, receiving assistance in an admirable 
manner from the Divisional Commandants and members. Gaps caused by retirement or 
absence on furlough have been filled by new entrants, thus enabling the membership to remain 
as in 1950.

Home Visiting.—This activity is being intensified and is productive of good results. Four 
hundred new cases were visited during 1951, bringing the total, since the inception of the work, 
to 583. Visits at regular intervals were made to the homes of young sufferers from Malnutrition, 
Tuberculosis, bowel infestation, etc. The area of the work has increased, extending beyond 
the Colombo Municipality to Kelaniya, Wattala, Wellampitiya, Kotte and Mount Lavinia.

The home visits involve considerable time and labour, for many duties are performed—e.g., 
investigation and report of conditions of patients ; advising parents on diet and hygiene ; 
arranging for T.B. patients to be X'Rayed, and a brief report made on the Socio-economic 
state of the poor patients.

In addition, a group of Home Visitors attends the Malnutrition Clinics, distributes milk, 
makes clothes for the poorer children to wear at school, and collects old clothing from various 
donors.

This phase of work undertaken by the Colombo Division is worthy of consideration by 
other Divisions. The Society offers its thanks to Mrs. C. C. de Silva and her workers for a 
fine piece of work done.

First Aid Posts. The following are the more important First Aid Posts established in 
1951 :—*

Funeral of the late Speaker, Sir Francis Molamure.
Independence Day Celebrations.
National Day Celebrations.
August Revels Carnival.
“ Otters Again ” Carnival.
Marathon Cycle Race (Peliyagoda).

On each of the occasions listed, our services were appreciated and acknowledged suitably.
Lectures. —These were given throughout the year, a good part of the time of one detach

ment being engaged on a course of lectures for the examination for Instructors in First Aid.
The routine First Aid lectures were given to members of the various detachments with 

very good results. Miss E. Solomons, M.B.E., served for a short time as Lecture Secretary.
Radio talks were given by the Commandants of the Detachments and from reports received 

they were well appreciated by listeners.
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Other Activities.—The Tea Canteen Services functioned without a break at the Lady 
Havelock Hospital and the Out-Patients’ Department of the General Hospital. On an average, 
three to four hundred cups of tea a day are poured for the relief of the poor awaiting hospital 
attention.

Library Service continues to run smoothly despite breaks in its leadership. Books are 
collected from all over the Island, put into shape and taken to the General Hospital, Colombo, 
the T.B. Hospital in Welisara and other such institutions. We are in great need of books, 
periodicals and magazines in any of the languages commonly spoken in Ceylon.

Empty Penicillin bottles continue to 'be collected under the steady direction of Mr. Eric 
Poulier, and the revenue from such collections amounted last year to Rs. 150/-.

The Orthopoedic Clinic has been served by Detachment C 2, two members of which (Mrs. 
Muller and Miss Rebert) have served continuously since July, 1948—a very proud record and 
a fine achievement. They are required to assist in the dressing of wounds and in the operat
ing theatre, and from reports received, they have rendered outstanding work unostentatiously.

Junior Links.—Owing to many short-termed organisers, this place of work has suffered. 
The Society needs very urgently the services of a whole-time officer, and considering the funda
mental need of the younger generation to carry on Red Cross activities, the indications point 
to a paid officer recruited locally with a “ flair ” for whole-time work amongst young children.

The Director places on record the valuable services rendered by the Colombo Division and 
conveys the Society’s thanks to the Chairman (Rev. C. E. V. Nathanielsz) and his staff of Com
mandants and members, Secretary (Miss Phil Deacon), Hony. Treasurer, Auditors, Transport 
■Officer (Miss A. Muttucumaroe) and Mrs. C. C. de Silva and her workers for the sustained effort 
made towards the mitigation of suffering among the poor children.
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A REVIEW OF THE WORK DONE BY
THE KANDY DIVISION.

The activities of this Division during 1951 were on the same lines as before.

His Excellency the Governor-General honoured the Division on 17th August by an inspec
tion of Detachments on parade.

The Rt. Honourable the Prime Minister, D. S. Senanayake, had the opportunity of seeing 
the Red Cross Detachment on duty at Mahiyangana, in September, 1951, when the following 
entry was recorded by him :—

“ I am very much impressed by the selfless service rendered by this band of young
men. I  hope other young men will follow their example.”

The following First Aid Posts were established during the year :—(1) Esala Perahera, 
(2) Independence Day Celebrations, (3) Mahiyangana Perahera, (4) Kandy Motor Meet, and 
(5) on the occasion of the showing of the film “ Secrets of Life ” at the New Empire Theatre, 
Kandy.

The Society offers.its thanks to Mr. A. C. L. Ratwatte, M.B.E., J.P. (Divisional President), 
Dr. A. E. Spaar, O.B.E., F.R.C.S. Edin. (Assistant Director), Mr. C. J. Ratnayake (Honv. 
Secretary) and other office-bearers for their interest in Red Cross activities.



A REVIEW OF THE WORK DONE BY
THE NORTON BRIDGE DIVISION.

The Norton Bridge Division of the Ceylon Red Cross Society continues its useful 
work chiefly on behalf of the worshippers on their monthly pilgrimage to Adam’s Peak. Cases 
of exhaustion are most frequent, hut the small band of Red Cross workers in this mountainous 
district was augmented during the year under review by the newly-trained members of the 
Ginigathena Village Section—a welcome addition, considering the arduous duties which fall 
to the lot of this Division.

A course of lectures in First Aid was conducted by Dr. Chomasunderam, and the examiner, 
Dr. B. 0. Buthpitiya, was much impressed by the high standard of efficiency attained by the 
majority of the candidates. Thirty-seven candidates passed an examination in Practical 
First Aid in the Ginigathena Village Section. This examination was conducted entirely in 
Sinhalese.

A severe epidemic of Small-pox broke out in this area in the month of June. Red Cross 
personnel worked indefatigably alongside the Government Medical and Sanitary authorities, 
assisting at mass vaccination centres, etc.

The 20th of November, 1951, was a Red-Letter Day for the Norton Bridge Division. 
I t was the day of the official visit of Sir Richard Aluwihare, Inspector-General of Police, and 
the Red Cross detachments held a parade in honour of his visit. At the close of his inspection, 
Sir Richard congratulated the division on their smart turn-out and thanked them for their 
invaluable services to the pilgrims.

This division is to be congratulated on the formation of its first Men’s Detachment. Under 
the guidance of its enthusiastic Commandant, Mr. K. Mylvaganam, success is assured.

Mention must be made of the splendid new equipment consisting of a tent and two light
weight folding cots purchased in England by the Divisional Secretary, for the work in this area. 
This equipment is carried by bearers up the steep incline and has proved ideal for equipping 
the First Aid Posts at the summit of the Peak.

Thanks are due to all Officers of the Division, lecturers and examiners, and in particular 
to Mrs. H. Thomas (Divisional Secretary) and Mrs. D. Van Buuren, who acted as Secretary 
for six months during Mrs. Thomas’ furlough in England, for their ungrudging services in the 
cause of Red Cross in Ceylon.

P o s t a t  a lt i tu d e  of 5500'
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UP-COUNTRY
CENTRAL DIVISION.

The year 1951 has not been a period of outstanding achievement in the Up-Country Division 
of the Ceylon Red Cross Society. There have been numerous disappointments regarding 
various projects. The girls at the Convent of the Good Shepherd, Nuwara Eliya, were not 
able to continue their work in First Aid and Home Nursing as their class-rooms were under 
repair. I t  is hoped to revive these lectures under Mrs. Bury who has tried hard to keep things 
going.

Dr. Wickremesinghe has kindly conducted a course in First Aid for an adult mixed class. 
Unfortunately the attendance at these classes began to show a decline. The examination is 
to be held shortly.

It was intended to start classes at the Paynter Children’s Home and Boys’ School. This 
idea had to be given up as it was impossible to find any qualified person to give the lectures.

I t is hoped that 1952 will prove a more successful year. It is regrettable to note that at 
the present time there is a definite lack of interest among the members of the Red Cross in 
this Division.
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VISIT TO THE AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS CENTRES
By'

THE DIRECTOR

An interesting time was spent by the Director during a two-month stay in Australia. It 
would be impossible to give an account of all the work done by the Australian Red Cross Society 
functioning in the various capital cities of each state, so that only a brief outline is given here.

In every phase of life in Australia, the Red Cross is or can be present at short notice. 
Erom replacing lost walking-sticks to old men and women to supplying blood for blood-trans
fusion, a piece of work which entails the highest care, study and purity, the Red Cross gives 
its service free of cost.

The Blood Transfusion work in the cities of Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney and Bris
bane is such that the organisation, laboratories and transport service take a large proportion of 
the funds of each State Red Cross Group. Doctors of a very high scientific order, technicians, 
nurses and equipment are all paid for by the funds of each society. Donors give their blood 
free of cost and it is splendid that such blood centres as in Sydney and Brisbane are the sole 
suppliers of blood (free of cost) to all hospitals and the medical profession in the States of New 
South Wales and Queensland.

A larger percentage of donors in Sydney are women, while in Brisbane the proportion of 
males is greater. Each donor is carefully gone over, and is given a certificate and badge 
after the required blood donations. During the year 1949-50, a total of 19,939 blood donations 
were given by Red Cross Donors throughout the State of Queensland. In New South Wales 
in 1950-51, a total of 43,015 donations of blood were obtained. There are mobile teams that 
visit country towns to establish new blood-donor panels.

The general organisational activities are similar in each State and they comprise the activi
ties of Blood-Transfusion Service, Convalescent Homes maintained by Red Cross funds and 
staffed by voluntary and paid officers ; First Aid Centres ; Handicraft Departm ent; Mothers’ 
Aid Services ; Handicraft Shops where articles, made by the disabled or old or hospital patients, 
are sold by Voluntary Red Cross workers ; Hospital Visiting ; Hostels, e.g. the Neringah Red 
Cross Hostel for Ex-Servicemen, University students ; the Junior Red Cross (numbering a few 
hundred thousand in Australia), Library Services (in hospitals, Re-patriation hospitals, 
Sanatoria, etc.), Services (Social Amenities, Canteen, Educational and recreational) in Re
patriation hospitals ; V.A.D. Departments ; Welfare Departments, and last, but by no means 
least, the staffing and management of certain Tuberculosis hospitals.

The Director was shown some Tuberculosis Sanatoria, e.g., at Bodington in the Blue 
Mountains, near Katoomba. The staff of doctors, nurses and equipment (paid for by the 
Red Cross) worked in a manner and in an atmosphere rarely seen in any part of the world. 
The wards, the lay-out of the buildings and land, the X ’Ray equipment, the operating theatres, 
cannot be rivalled.



I I? )

Another magnificent piece of work seen was the Lady Lawley Cottage-by-the-Sea, just 
outside Perth city. It is a house entirely run by the Red Cross where children after poliomye
litis, deficient and backward children, spastic orthopoedic and medical convalescent cases are 
cared for irrespective of creed or colour. There is a school within the Home and every form of 
medical service, e.g., physiotherapy, is given free of cost.

Similarly the facilities provided in the T.B. Sanatorium at Kenmore (Queensland), e.g., a 
bowling-green, chalets and vocational-therapy are such that the patients are happy beyond 
words.

In the field of activities of the New South Wales Red Cross Unit at Sydney is the care, 
maintenance and staffing of the most beautiful “ Lady Gowrie Red Cross Convalescent Home ” 
at Gordon. The beds total 100 and are only for Ex-Servicemen of 1914-18 and 1939-46 wars 
and convalescent servicemen in general. I t  is impossible to describe the comfort and care 
given here. Many such institutions were seen in the course of the Directors’ journey through 
Australia and everywhere the banner of Red Cross was respected and admired.

The Junior Red Cross is a live force and the enthusiasm is unbelievable. At the recently 
held New South Wales National Camp Convention at Narrabean Lakes (near Sydney), a 
crowded programme was gone through during the ten days it was held. Talks, Sports (of 
every description) Film Shows, Surfing, etc., were carefully planned for the youngsters and the 
entire proceedings were fine piece of organisation for the safety of the children.

Red Cross in Australia was established on the outbreak of the 1914-18 war as a branch of 
the British Red Cross Society, and functioned during that war with the Australian Forces. 
In 1927, following the Statute of Westminster and Australia’s becoming a signatory to the 
Geneva Conventions, Australian Red Cross became an autonomous National Society. Owing 
to the very liberal support of the Australian public during World War II, the Society was able 
to give a full range of Red Cross Service wherever the Australian Navy, Army and Air Force 
were engaged. I t is interesting to know that the Junior Red Cross which had its world origin 
in New South Wales in 1914, had an Australian membership in 1949 of 260,000.

The provision of a Rest Room at the Brisbane General Hospital is one of the highest forms 
of service in the mitigation of human suffering that has been known. The relatives of those 
seriously ill in hospital are given shelter and food in a spacious Rest Room, cared for by Red 
Cross ladies who may work 24 hours at a stretch. The relatives can stay until their loved 
ones are out of danger, and in case of death, the Red Cross arranges for the funeral on behalf 
of the distressed relatives.

I t is impossible to reiterate or describe the manifold activities of the Australian Red Cross. 
It is the finest thing that the Director saw over an intensive period of travel across that 
island-continent.

The Ceylon Red Cross is indebted to the Australian Red Cross and the Chairmen of the 
numerous branches who spared nothing to make the study of Red Cross work easy and a 
pleasure to the Director.
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APPENDIX I

RECIPIENTS OF THE DEFENCE MEDAL

Miss Olga Beatrice Abeyesekera
Mrs. E. P. Abeyesekera
Mrs. Beatrice Acres
Mr. C. W. Alexander
Miss I. C. Anderson
Miss Zoe Bell, M.B.E.
Dr. J. C. Blok
Mr. R. N. Bond, O.B.E.
Mrs. Harry Burdis
Miss Edith Brechman-Toussaint
Mrs. Sophie Cassimati
Mrs. E. H. De Run
Mr. D. N. De Silva
Mr. F. C. Fernando
Mrs. Bernadine Fernando
Miss P. N. Fernando
Miss I. M. Flint
Miss W. F. Gerse
Mrs. R. F. Gamier
Mrs. Maud Gideon
Mr. M. C. Gunaratne
Mr. V. C. B. Jansze
Miss Winifred Kemps
Mrs. A. H. S. W. La Brooy
Miss Mary le Marchant
Miss Muriel Mack
Mrs. Brenda Modder

Lady Moore 
Mrs. P. 0. Mottram 
Mrs. P. C. Newton 
Miss Bertha O’Neal 
Miss P. Oorloff 
Mrs. Thelma Patternot 
Mrs. Enid Page 
Miss Pauline Rebert 
Mr. C. J. Ratnayake 
Mrs. P. A. Rye 
Mrs. A. O. Robb, M.B.E. 
Miss Agnes Samarasinghe 
Mrs. Molly Schofield 
Miss Yvette Schokman 
Miss Iris Siegertsz 
Dr. A. E. Spaar, O.B.E. 
Lady Tar bat, M.B.E.
Sir John Tarbat, Kt.
Mr. T. B. Tennekoon 
Mrs. M. R. Van Geyzel 
Mrs. E. M. Van Langenberg 
Miss Marie Van Reyk 
Miss E. C. Walbeoff 
Mrs. J. T. Wendt 
Dr. Ernest Winn 
Mrs. Irene Zuzarte



THE CEYLON RED CROSS SOCIETY

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1951.

L I A B I L I T I E S
Rs. Cts. R s. Cts.

A S S E  T  S
R s. Cts. R s. Cts.

Su rplu s  Account
As a t 31st D ecem ber, 1950

A d d  R efund  of ex am ination  fee paid  on otli 
Septem ber, 1950, in respect o f Mobile 
X ’R a y  Van CE. 6819

L,ess A dditiona l D .A. pa id  to  Office 
Peon , from  1st O ctober to  
31st Decem ber, 1950, a t 
Rs. 5/- a  m o n th  . . . . Rs. 15 -00

in te re s t  overcredited in 1949 
and  1950 by Ceylon Savings 
B ank  (Pass Book

27,949 63

20 00----- -----
27,969 63

16-33

27,953 30
Less In te re s t received on A /c. B uilding Reserve 

Investm ent, from 6 th  Ju n e , 1948 to  31st
D ecem ber, 1950 . . . . . . . . 3,387 37 24,565 93

A d d  Cxccss of Incom e over E x p en d itu re  for
1951 .........................................................  11,322 91

35,888 84
Su n d ry  Cred ito rs  . . . .  . .  . . . . 1,937 88

P ostal Message  Schem e A ccount :
As per las t B alance Sheet . . . . . . . . 852 07

R e c e ipt s  in  A dvance :—
A /c. Subscrip tions . . . . . . . . . . 8 00

,, G overnm ent G ran t, 1st J a n u a ry  to 30th
Septem ber, 1952 . .  . .  . .  . .  26,250 00 26,258 00

R eser v e  Accounts :—
K a n d y  D ivision B uilding . . . . . , . . 500 00
Sinhalese F irs t Aid M anuals . . . . . . 247 79 747 79

Reser v e  F u nd s  :—
Life M em bership Fees...-

As pe r las t B alance Sheet . .  . .  . .  11,460 00
G eneral R eserve F u n d —

As p e r la s t  B alance Sheet . .  . .  . .  10,000 00 21.460 00

F u n d s  h eld  in  T rust
As per C ontra  .·  ■· . .  . .  ■· 2,704 38

B u ild in g  R eser v e  :—
G rant from  T he B ritish  R ed Cross Society, £6,000

@ E xch . 1/6. 1/32, as per last B alance S heet. . 79,861 35
A ccrued In te re s t on B uild ing  R eserve In v estm en t—

To 31st D ecem ber, 1950 . . . . R s. 3,387 -37
To 31st D ecem ber, 1951 . .  . .  ,, 2,492-95 5,880 32 85,741 67

G en era l  R eser v e  F u n d  I nvestm ent  Account
Ceylon Savings Certificates . . . . . . 5,000 00
Ceylon G overnm ent 3%  Defence Loan . . . . 5,000 00

10,000 00

L if e  Mem b er sh ip  F ee s  R eserv e  F und  In v e st
m en t  Account :....

Ceylon Savings C ertificates . . R s. 5,000 -00
A t Ceylon Savings B ank . .  . .  ,, 6,460-00 11,4601 00 21,460 00

F u nd s  in  T rust  D e p o sit  Account :
A t Ceylon Savings B ank 2,509 09
A t Post Office Savings B ank 195 29 .2,704 38

B uild ing  :
As per last B alance Sheet . . 3,804 58

Less D epreciation  w ritten  off 190 22 3,614 36

E q uipm en t  :
Office F u rn itu re  an d  F ittin g s—

As per las t B alance Sheet 412 50
A d d  Cost of R ale igh  B icycle . . Its. 228 *00
Less Proceeds of Sale of old

Bicycle . . . . . . ., 23 *00 205 00

617 50
Less D eprec iation  w ritten  off 82 50 535 00

Stocks :—
Sinhalese and  E nglish  M anuals, etc. 6,309 05
U niform s 6,340 39
T extiles 578 77 13,228 21

D ie s  at -J. R„ Ga unt  & So n , B irm ingham 1.177 99
Less D epreciation  w ritte n  off 294 49 883 50

Su n d r y  D ebtors 1,685 60

P aym ents in  Advance 155 00

D epo sits  :■—
D ep artm en t o f G overnm ent E lectrical U ndertak-

mgs ....................................................................... 30 00
Postm aster-G eneral, A/c. Telephone 20 00 50 00

B u ild in g  R eser v e  I nvestm ent  Account
Ceylon G overnm ent 3%  Defence Loan 10,000 00
Ceylon G overnm ent 3%  N ational Loan, 1953 35,000 00
Ceylon S ta te  M ortgage B ank, 3] %  D ebentures . . 35,000 00 80,000 00

Motor Veh icles  :—
As per last B alance Sheet—

W illy’s O verland S ta tion  W aggon CY 4851 500 00
Morris 1.0 cwt. S ta tion  W aggon CN 2923 8,223 00

8,723 00
A dd  Cost of accessories for CN 2923 55 00

8,778 00
Less D epreciation  w ritten  off on CN 2923 . . 2,278 00

W illy ’s Overland. S ta tion  W aggon
CY 4851 ................................. Rs. 500-00

Morris 10 cw t. S ta tion  Waggon
ON 2923 . . . . , .  ,, 6,000 -00 6,500 00 6,500 00

Cash
On C urren t A ccount a t  C hartered  B ank of Ind ia,

A ustra lia  & China, Colombo . . . . . . 37,764 58
On Deposit Ceylon Savings Certificates . . . . 7,000 00
Postage Im p res t . . . . . . . . . . 10 00 44,774 58

R s. 175,590 63 R s. 175,590 63

W e have  exam ined th e  above accounts together w ith th e  books and 
vouchers, an d  certify  th e  sam e to be in accordance therew ith .

W e have  also verified th e  securities and Bank Balances.

(Signed) DUNCÜM , W A T K IN S, FO R D  & CO.,
C hartered A ccountants,

Colombo, 25th M arch, 1952. Honorary Auditors.

(Signed) J .  A. TA RD A T, 
Chairman, 

F inance  Com m ittee.



THE CEYLON RED CROSS SOCIETY

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1951.

Dr. E X P E N D I T U R E I N C O M E Cr.

Rs. Cts. R s. Cts. R s. C ts. R s. Cts.

T o Ad m in istra tio n  :— By Su bscriptio n s 524 00
Salaries, W ages and  Allowances S,104 40
Postages an d  P e tty  E xpenses. . 639 98 . I n ter est 773 94
P rin tin g  an d  S ta tionery 807 65
E lectric  C urrent 110 18 .. D onations 1,575 00
R a te s  an d  Taxes 75 00
Lease R e n t 24 00 9,761 21 .. Go vernm ent  Grant 35.000 00

Gen er a l  Of f ic e  E x pe n ses  :— ,, Sa les  :—
Cash B ox ..............................R s. 11-48 M anuals . . 384 51
R epairs to  C hairs . . . . , , 3 5  -00 E q u ip m en t 379 54
Sundries . . . . „  6 -00 52 48 Textiles 89 36 853 41

Insu ran ce—
On Bicycle . .  . .  . .  R s. 18-75 
Op G este tner an d  T yprew riter ,, 20 -00 38 75

A dvertising 51 25 142 48

,, In su rance  on  C lerk’s Pension In v estm en t B o n d . . 152 25

,, Ceylon C entral Council for Social Service
M em bership Subscription for 1951 10 00

., F ree  Issue o f A rticles o f Uniform 82 17
,, F ree  Issue of M anuals 240 17 322 34

T ransport :—
Licence Fees 
D river’s W ages, etc.
Insu rance
Servicing, R epairs an d  R eplacem ents 
P e tro l and  Oil 
N o rto n  Bridge 
G arage R en t

392 00 
1,887 59 

840 07 
767 20 

2,493 96 
343 00 
150 00 6,873 82

G ran ts to  Divisions 
F irs t A id E q u ip m en t—

N orton  Bridge D ivision . . Rs. 
Colombo Division . . ,,

1) EPREOIATION :

473 65 
187 *75

. 5,880 50 

661 40 6,541

Building 190 22
Office F u rn itu re  an d  F ittin g s 82 50
M otor Vehicle« . 2,278 00
Dies 294 49 2,845

Cost of Sales :—
(i.e., Purchases ad justed  for Stocks) 

M anuals
- -

411 06
E q u ipm en t 327 55
Textiles 15 62 754

„Excess o f Incom e over E x p en d itu re  transferred  
to  Surplus Account 11,322 91

Rs. 38,726 35 Rs. 38,726 35


