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NURSES

The booklet, “Some Advice to Nurses*’, published in 
October 1950, has met with a most favourble welcome in Red Cross 
circles.

Several National Societies; wishing to distribute the 
booklet both to nurses and to other members of their personnel, 
made various suggestions for modifications with which the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) complied. Other modi
fications were suggested by Governments with a view to the dis
tribution of the booklet to medical personnel of armed forces.
All these suggestions were adopted by the ICRC; and the text 
was also enlarged on points which appeared to have a useful 
bearing on the training of military medical personnel» A second 
edition was published in pocket form, like the first edition, 
and English and Spanish translations were also made. In the new 
edition the booklet will serve both for nurses and all other 
members of the medical personnel protected by the first Convention. 
The booklet has been translated as far as we know into Afrikaans, 
Arabic, Chinese, Greek, Italian, Korean. Norwegian, Persian, 
Russian, Swedish and Thai., It is in use for the training of 
medical personnel in Australia, Canada, Chile, Ecuador, India, 
Italy, Jordan, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, South Africa. Swe
den, Thailand, Uruguay and Venezuela»

At the request of a National Red Cross Society, the ICRC 
held an enquiry as to the status of medical personnel in the va
rious countries in war-time. Questionnaires and an explanatory 
letter were sent to all National Societies and Medical Services 
of the States signatory to the Geneva Convention, to obtain par
ticulars of the formation, enrolment, rank, duties, pay, working 
hours, accommodation, food, insurance and grants for nurses, 
orderlies, assistant-nurses and voluntary aids employed in 
hospital services in time of war»
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In each country the Ministries concerned have been 
advised of the International Committee!s enquiry addressed to 
their respective Medical Services,

By the end of the year, the ICRC had received 27 re
plies from National Societies, 18 from Medical Services and 15 
from Ministries»


