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Statement made by the President of the International Committee· 
of the Red Cross, Dr. Paul Ruegger, on the Red Cross and Peace.

After the discussion which has just taken place, I feel 
very strongly that the possible conclusions of this discussion 
must be placed in the right setting, must be put in their true 
proportions.

Under the Statutes of the International Red Cross, as they 
read at present and as they will stand doubtlessly unchanged on 
this point, as well as on all other really essential points, 
the International Committee of Geneva is "the guardian of the 
Red Cross principles". On a question of Red Cross principles 
such as the one at present under discussion, the International 
Committee is therefore not only entitled to speak, but is 
bound to speak, in response to the request for guidance which 
we have frequently received during the last months and years 
from Red Cross Societies, who yet look to Geneva as the' cradle 
of the Red Cross and they are the overwhelming majority, I will 
therefore do so, as requested by these Societies. And I humbly 
confess that my great predecessors, General Dufour, Gustave Ador 
and Max Huber, would have given you this guidance at an earlier 
stage in face of all attacks we have heard during the last days 
and which have strained the patience of the Conference and the 
Committee to the utmost. As to those who have abused the deter
minations of real Red Cross workers to keep politics and political 
propaganda out of the scope of our debates, who have left no stone 
unturned in trying to split the International Red Cross by attack
ing, one by one, the component parts of the Red Cross, in order to 
destroy the Red Cross itself, to these we will readily listen 
again when they can proffer a beginning of a proof of their desire 
for real peace, first of all in the field of the Red Cross, by 
participation in the universal endeavours to strengthen it, to 
expand it, not to gradually destroy it by the tactics of the 
Trojan horse.

My friends, to those who would deny the term even of charity, 
we must demonstrate, in this Red Cross Conference, that' charity—  
no less than the will to peace— is a real driving force. Then the 
Red Cross, the International Red Cross, if united, will be recog
nised as a force, as a reality and then, and only then, real co
operation of all may be hoped for, and may be expected.

This is the primary, the real contribution to peace, to the 
peaceful force of the Red Cross. As soon as a sign of this real 
peaceful Red Cross spirit is apparent on all sides, as soon as 
sincere co-operation is universally given to the force and unity 
of the Red Cross, a great step forward will be made on the road 
towards peace.
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Peace and the Red Cross.
The International Committee has given the most serious con

sideration to this important problem. Our report sets out briefly 
the conclusion of the studies of our Committee itself, or our Sub- 
Committee for legal matters. Neither in the First Geneva Conven
tion of IS64, nor in the Statutes of the International Red Cross, 
is any provision made for Red Cross initiatives in favour of Peace. 
What is the reason for this? This is because the mission of the 
Red Cross is fundamentally one of peace. It is therefore in 
developing the Red Cross activities themselves, we believe, that 
our organization can further Peace rather than in generic declara
tions, which too easily can be twisted into political utterances.

Our Red Cross movement can have nothing in common with 
political movements which use the sacred name of Peace for other 
purposes. There are however a number of resolutions adopted by 
the Red Cross Conference in the interest of peace for almost 
twenty years.

This was the case because leaders of the Red Cross world, 
from Prince Charles of Sweden to Max Huber and Basil 0,'Connor 
deeply felt that Red Cross work was and is in itself a great con
tribution to peace.

And the field for creating through quiet endeavours within 
the Red Cross and through the Red Cross an atmosphere of peace 
and good will, of proferring a great and appreciated contribution 
to peace, is vast indeed. Let us have— through any machinery 
whatsoever— but soon, immediately, news about the hundreds of 
thousands unaccounted for after hostilities and capture in the 
Soviet Union and in other countries. Likewise the Committee 
endeavours steadfastly to have the names of the Soviet prisoners 
who disappeared in central Europe. If many of them have died, 
let it, for Godfs sake, be known that they have died, when, where 
and how. Put an end to the torture of uncertainty of hundreds of 
thousands of families. Let those who are alive write toltheir 
families.; let them all receive relief parcels. (I gratefully 
acknowledge that since November 1950 a serious step forward has 
been taken in the Soviet Union, but we expect further progress.) 
Let relief come through to civilian deportees from donors in 
peaceful neutral countries. Let everyone show a beginning of a 
disposition to act in favour of war victims, in the spirit of the 
Geneva Conventions. That in particular the powers bordering on 
a zone of conflict will assist at least in letting vital -.medicines 
which we have in store come through to prisoners of war and other 
war victims. That would be an act of peace. We want, we demand, 
acts— not, to use Shakespeare's expression.Words, words, words, 
and I am afraid, propaganda.
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Our Conference has been manoeuvred— ably— into the extra
ordinary position that the Red Cross may appear to the uninformed 
as being accused. In reality it is the Red Cross, the Inter
national Red Cross, the Red Cross as a whole, that, day by day, 
year by year, accuses those who endeavour at present to disrupt 
its main principle: help to those who suffer.

I conclude:
1. The Red Cross is in itself the most active universal medium 
for peace and understanding.
2. Its possibilities, in favouring peace, lie in acts, not in 
words unaccompanied by acts and proofs given in the Red Cross 
spirit of the fulfilment or the furthering of the fulfilment of 
the Geneva Conventions.

It is in proofs, in proofs of willingness to act in the 
spirit of the universally-signed Geneva Conventions, to act in 
this spirit even when their conventions are not retroactive, that 
the hopes of peace of the Red Cross world reside.

Proof in this direction will be joyfully accepted. Not words 
of peace, but acts of peace made in a Red Cross spirit will re
establish confidence.

Unanimously yesterday the General Commission adopted a 
resolution doubtless worded with the ability and heart of our 
chairman, Mr. François-Poncet.

This resolution must be implemented without delay, whilst 
we are in reunion. Proofs of goodwill must be given, whatever 
the machinery chosen may be. Hundreds of thousands of families 
await this reply.

Not words, but even a tentative, preliminary action towards 
this goal, are, will and, I hope, shall be, the best steps 
towards a real movement of peace through and with the Red Cross.
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