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This Report contains two separate parts :
The first part relates to the administration of the Florence 

Nightingale Medal Fund since the last International Conference 
of the Red Cross held at Stockholm in August 1948.

The second part shows in a new form the Regulations with 
regard to the award of the Medal.

I

R E P O R T  O N  T H E  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

Since the XVII International Conference of the Red Cross 
the International Committee of the Red Cross has made two 
distributions of the Florence Nightingale Medal in accordance 
with the Regulations in force.

The first was made on 12 May 1949. Thirty-five nurses 
and voluntary aids were awarded the Medal. Their names 
were published in Circular Letter No. 389 of the International 
Committee, which was sent to all National Societies in May 1949.

The second award was made on 12 May 1951, when thirty- 
four nurses and voluntary aids received the Medal. The National 
Societies were informed of the award by Circular Letter No. 396 
of the International Committee.

The 69 recipients of the Medal were chosen from among 
106 candidates, whose names were submitted. The International 
Committee cannot under the Regulations award more than 
36 Medals on each occasion.

On each occasion the award of the Medal took place at a 
solemn ceremony, in which the governmental authorities took 
part, being concerned to draw attention by their presence to 
the exceptional merit of those to whom the Medal had been 
awarded.
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The financial situation of the Florence Nightingale Medal 
Fund is as follows, according to the Report on the audit of the 
accounts which was made by the Société Fiduciaire Romande 
OFOR on 14 January 1952.

Situation as at 31 December 1951 

Initial capital of Fr. 25,000.—  plus interest
accrued as at 31 December 1951................  Fr. 33,542.44

Income from securities accrued in 1951 . . .  ” 1,048.55

Fr. 34.590.99
Less :
Audit fees, safe custody charges for securities, 

invoicing, printing, stamping and postal
c h a rg e s ..................................................  Fr. 1,391.10

Amount of capital as at 31 December 1951 . . Fr. 33,199.89

represented by :
Nominal v a l u e ..........................................  Fr. 34,000.—
Balance at Swiss National B a n k ...........  ” 387.59

Fr. 34.387-59
deduct :
Expenses not yet defrayed as at the end of 1951 ” 1,187.70

Net amount as a b o v e ..............................  Fr. 33,199.89

II

R E C A S T  O F  T H E  R E G U L A T IO N S

It was by a decision of the IX  International Conference of 
the Red Cross held at Washington in 1912 that the Florence 
Nightingale Medal Fund was established. The first Regulations 
of the Fund date from 24 December 1913. They were sub
sequently amended on several occasions by the X Conference 
(Geneva, 1921), the XIII Conference (The Hague, 1928), and 
by the XV Conference (Tokyo, 1934).
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As each of these texts remains in force except where it is 
expressly modified by a subsequent amendment, there are 
possibilities of confusion and a lack of clearness and unity.

The International Committee of the Red Cross has accordingly 
thought it desirable to recast all these texts in a single set of 
Regulations. No fundamental changes have however been 
made in the rules at present applied. The latter have simply 
been amalgamated in a single text, and it is only the form 
which has been changed in part.

In the certainty that these new Regulations will serve to 
facilitate the work of the National Societies, the International 
Committee herewith submits the draft for the approval of the 
XVIII International Conference of the Red Cross.

D R A F T  R E G U L A T IO N S

I. General provisions 

A r t ic l e  i

In accordance with the recommendation of the VIII Interna
tional Conference of the Red Cross held in London in 1907, 
and the decision of the IX International Conference held in 
Washington in 1912, a Fund was established by contributions 
from National Societies of the Red Cross in memory of the great 
and distinguished services of Florence Nightingale for the 
improvement of the care of wounded and sick.

The income of the Fund shall be for the distribution of a 
Medal, to be called the " Florence Nightingale Medal ” , struck 
in honour of the life and work of Florence Nightingale.

A r t ic l e  2

The Florence Nightingale Medal shall be for nurses and 
voluntary aids of the Red Cross, who have distinguished them
selves exceptionally by their devotion to sick or wounded in 
time of peace or of war.
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It shall be awarded by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross on proposals made to it by the National Societies.

A r t ic l e  3

The Medal shall be in silver-gilt with a portrait on the 
obverse of Florence Nightingale with the words “ Ad memoriam 
Florence Nightingale 1820-1910 On the reverse it shall 
bear the inscription on the circumference “ Pro vera miseri
cordia et cara humanitate perennis decor universalis The 
name of the holder and the date of the award of the medal 
shall be engraved in the centre.

The Medal shall be attached by a red and white ribbon to 
a laurel crown surrounding a red cross.

The Medal shall be accompanied by a diploma on parchment.

A r t ic l e  4

The Medal shall be presented in each country either by the 
Head of the State, or by the President of the Central Red 
Cross Committee, directly or by their substitutes.

The ceremony shall take place with a solemnity consistent 
with the distinction of the honour conferred.

II. Special provisions 

A r t ic l e  5

The distribution of the Florence Nightingale Medal shall 
take place every two years.

Not more than 36 Medals may be issued at any one distri
bution.

If by reason of exceptional circumstances due to a widespread 
state of war it has been impossible for one more distributions 
to take place, the number of Medals awarded at subsequent 
distributions may exceed the figure of 36, but may not exceed 
the total number which would normally have been attained, 
if the preceding distributions had been able to take place.
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A r t ic l e  6

The Medal may be awarded to :

(a) trained nurses who have distinguished themselves excep
tionally by their great devotion to wounded or sick in 
time of war or of peace.

(b) matrons or nursing organizers who have rendered 
exceptional services in connection with the care of sick 
or wounded in time of war or of peace.

(c) voluntary aids duly registered with the Red Cross, 
who have distinguished themselves exceptionally by 
their great devotion to wounded or sick in time of war 
or of disasters.

(d) nurses and voluntary aids of any one of the above 
categories who have fallen on active service.

A r t ic l e  7

From the beginning of September of the year preceding the 
year in which the Medal is awarded, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross shall invite the Central Committees of the 
National Societies by means of a circular and application forms 
to submit the names of nurses and voluntary aids, whom they 
consider qualified to receive a Medal.

A r t ic l e  8

The Central Committees of the National Societies, having 
taken all requisite advice, shall submit to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross the names and qualifications of 
the nurses and volunatry aids they propose.

All applications submitted must come from the Central 
Committee of a National Society.

The Central Committees may submit one or more applica
tions, but are not bound to submit applications for each dis
tribution.
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The applications with the reasons in support of them must 
reach the International Committee of the Red Cross before 
March 1 of the year in which the award of the Medal is to take 
place.

Applications reaching the International Committee after 
that date cannot be considered except in connection with a 
subsequent award.

A r t ic l e  10

The International Committee of the Red Cross retains 
complete freedom of choice. It may refrain from awarding 
the total number of Medals contemplated, if the qualifications 
of the applicants submitted do not appear to merit this dis
tinguished honour.

A r t ic l e  i i

The International Committee of the Red Cross shall issue 
on the anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale, namely 
on May 12, a circular informing the Central Committees of the 
National Societies of the names of those to whom the Medal 
has been awarded.

It shall forward to the Central Committees as soon as 
possible after that date the Medals and diplomas to be handed 
to their recipients.

III. Final Provisions

A r t ic l e  12

The present Regulations, adopted by the XVIII Interna
tional Conference of the Red Cross held at Toronto in 1952, 
supersede all previous rules relating to the Florence Nightingale 
Medal, in particular those of the International Conference of 
Washington 1912, the Regulations of 24 December 1913, and 
the amendments to the latter by the X Conference of Geneva 
1921, XIII Conference of The Hague, 1928, and the XV Con
ference of Tokyo 1934.

A r t ic le  9
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