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STATEMENT BY James T. Nicholson, Executive Vice 
President, American National Red 
Cross, to the l8th International 
Red Cross Conference, General Com
mission, July 30, 1952.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen:

For some time before this Conference opened, the American Red Cross became con-
,r j ..

concerned over reports then current that certain countries might try to make use of 

these meetings as a forum for political propaganda.
J  .

We were certain, in such event, that the political presentations would be of the 

same nature as that indulged in by those countries whenever andvherever an opportunity 

was available. We knew therefore they would include slanderous attacks on the people 

of our country. It was because we knew these tirades would consist of charges already 

discredited throughout the world of free men that we decided not to answer them. 

The American Red Cross has tried throughout its existence, by words and by deeds, to 

maintain the non-political, humanitarian character of the Red Cross. We consider that 

our only purpose must be to help those in distress; and whatever reputation the 

American Red Cross has for the relief and assistance it has given to victims of wars, 

floods, earthquakes, famines and other catastrophies in all parts of the world, 

certainly that reputation has not become impaired by the knowledge of all that such 

relief has been offered and provided without regard to the race, political creed, or 

religious faith of those in need.

We resolved therefore to do everything within our power to avoid the discussion of 

political matters in this Conference and to confine our participation to a discussion 

of Red Cross problems in the world of today. Any other cause would, in our view, not 

only be a transgression of Red Cross principles but also an abuse of the courtesies 

extended by our gracious host, the Canadian Red Cross Society.
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Wherever there is a meeting to consider ways and means of preventing and 

alleviating the sufferings of humanity through the Red Cross, I assure you the American 

Red Cross will he of the first to assemble and the last to retire. It is in that 

spirit that we are attending this Conference.

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, I think you will agree that we have thus far 

adhered to our resolve. But I think it will also have to he agreed that our patience 

has been sufficiently tried and that we should no longer be subjected to the defamation 

of which there has been so much in this Conference. The proper place for political 
polemics with which we have been deluged is the forum of the United Rations. We 

earnestly hope that the Conference will henceforth assume its true aspects and devote 

itself to its true purposes. Those who would have it otherwise must bear the respon
sibility for debasing the Red Cross and then perhaps destroying the Red Cross itself.

The American Red Cross is not on trial at this Conference; the United States of 

America is hot on trial at this Conference. The Red Cross is.
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