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INTRODUCTION

"VT.EKE'.K perhaps has the necessity of the League of Red Cross Societies’ existence been more 
clearly demonstrated than during the interval which has elapsed since the last International 

Red Cross Conference. True peace has constantly been jeopardized by universal unrest and long 
before the gaping wounds from the last World War had healed, new conflicts began to darken 
the horizon, precipitating men, women and innocent children by thousands into their infernal 
abyss. The national Societies of the Red Cross and their international Federation, the League, 
born on the battlefield and nurtured during peacetime— however precarious the conditions which 
have prevailed— have faithfully pursued their mission in the alleviation of human suffering, 
devoting their unsparing efforts to distressed mankind. Since the Stockholm Conference, the 
League has loyally endeavoured to serve the ideal of the Red Cross and to carry out the duties 
conferred on it by its Constitution— relief action for refugees in Palestine, relief action in Korea, 
relief to refugees throughout the world, efforts to repatriate Greek children, in addition to the 
normal peacetime Red Cross activities : improvement of public health, disaster relief, develop
ment of nursing services, Junior Red Cross movement, etc., etc. The League has gained strength 
progressively not only from the increasing number of its member Societies, but from the latters’ 
development and perfected organization. As the connecting link between the national Societies, 
it has proved to the international community of the Red Cross and to public opinion throughout 
the world that it is an indispensable “service” organization.

Faithful to the ideals which inspired its foundation, the League has, we believe, shown itself 
worthy of the high hopes of its founders in igig. This conclusion, we trust, will stand out 
clearly to the reader in the following pages, which describe the work carried out during the past 

four years.
By promoting and developing the humanitarian action of its members, the League, in its 

role of a permanent organ of liaison and coordination between the national Red Cross, Red 
Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies, has, we feel, made a valuable contribution to peace and 
international understanding. It will continue steadfast in the service of this ideal, which 
represents, in the words of a contemporary philosopher, “ the human face of humanity ” .



.
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OBITUARY

Since the 17th International Conference, the League Board of Governors has 
had the deep regret to note the deaths of many people who played an outstanding 
role in the life of their National Society and in the World Federation of Red Cross 
Societies. We would in particular mention the following :

Sir John K e n n e d y , c b e , c b , cm g , dso, Vice-President of the Executive 
Committee of the British Red Cross.

Mrs. Aurora Q u ezo n , President of the Philippines Red Cross.
Mr. A . A n astasso po u lo , Vice-President of the Greek Red Cross. 
Count Folke Be r n a d o t t e , President of the Swedish Red Cross.
Dr. K arl Seitz, President of the Austrian Red Cross.
Baron C. M an n er h eim , Marshal of Finland, President of the Finnish 

Red Cross.
Dr. Fred R o u t l e y , League Governor for the Canadian Red Cross. 
Mr. Achille K y r o u , President of the Greek Junior Red Cross.
M r. Martin M cN a m a r a , Secretary of the Irish Red Cross.
Dr. Poul G u il d a l , Former 1st Vice-President of the Danish Red Cross. 
Dr. Don Andres Ba r b e r o , President of the Paraguayan Red Cross. 
H. M. King A b d u l l a h  of Jordan.
Dr. Montague P l a is t o w e , Secretary General of the South African 

Red Cross.
Dr. Guillermo Mato A m a d o , 1st Vice-President of the Guatemalan 

Red Cross.
H.R.H. Prince C h ar les  of Sweden, Former President of the Swedish 

Red Cross.
Dr. M a u r ic  (France), Technical Advisor to the League.
Dr. A. L o u e t , Vice-President of the Monacan Red Cross.
Mr. P. C ostinescu , Former President of the Rumanian Red Cross. 
H. M. King G e o r g e  V I, Royal Patron of the British Red Cross.
Mr. Swinn Bjoernsson , Former President of the Icelandic Red Cross.

Among the persons mentioned above, the League of Red Cross Societies has lost 
great servants who had devoted themselves to the cause of the Red Cross. The 
League will remember them with respect and gratitude. By their example and their 
faith in the future of the League they helped to increase the prestige of the Red 
Cross throughout the world and to strengthen its position.





PART I

C H A P T E R  I

THE LEAGUE’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE CAUSE OF 
PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING

By  virtue of its humanitarian work, the Red Cross is one of the most powerful 
forces for peace and international understanding in the world today. Its national 

and international relief operations for the sick and the outcast, the refugees and the 
homeless, and for the victims of war and natural disaster, help to unite the nations 
in a spirit of brotherhood under a common banner. During the thirty-three 
years of its existence, the League has become an important factor in the achievement 
of these two great ideals. It appeals to all nations with a desire for mutual under
standing and appreciation to join with its 68 member Societies throughout the world, 
which link together over one hundred million individuals, in the alleviation of 
suffering.

The League has intensified its efforts in the cause of peace during the period 
since the last International Red Cross Conference. Through the media of its 
publications, the press and the radio, it has given the fullest publicity to the impor
tant resolutions on this subject unanimously adopted by the Board of Governors 
at Stockholm and subsequently by the 17th International Red Cross Conference 
(resolution No. 64). It has communicated it to all the national Societies, drawing 
their attention to its conclusions and requesting that they give it wide dissemina
tion.

The Stockholm Meeting of the Board of Governors in 1948 also specified the 
part which could be played by the Junior Red Cross in the promotion of peace. 
In drawing the attention of the national Societies to the resolution on this subject, 
the League’s Junior Red Cross Bureau stressed the practical ways in which the Junior 
Red Cross national Sections could improve relations between people of different 
nations. Exchange-visits of Juniors, International Junior Red Cross Centres 
(a new undertaking which can provide Juniors with practical experience of inter
national cooperation), international school correspondence, the international 
school art programme and many others (dealt with in detail in the Chapter on the 
Junior Red Cross), all foster a spirit of international cooperation and understanding 
among Junior Red Cross members.

It will also be recalled that resolution No. 2 adopted by the Board of Governors 
at Stockholm in 1948 and entitled “Action for Peace” , recommended to national 
Societies that they propose to the competent authorities the inclusion of the follow
ing paragraphs in the Conventions for the protection of war-victims : “ the con
demnation of the atomic bomb and of all other similar arms capable of blindly 
annihilating the armed forces and the civilian populations; the condemnation of 
the taking of hostages, of the mass deportation of populations, concentration camps
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and the systematic destruction of human beings in these camps” . The text of this 
resolution was forwarded to the Diplomatic Conference for the drafting and the 
revision of the humanitarian Conventions, which met in Geneva from April to 
August 1949, and in which the League was invited to take part as an expert (see 
p. 43). Furthermore, in its correspondence with the national Societies and through 
the medium of its field delegates, the League has taken every opportunity of promot
ing “ the organization of all the Red Cross Societies on democratic principles effec
tively permitting the entry into these Societies of a great part of the population”, 
also advocated in the above-mentioned resolution.

The Secretariat has also done its utmost to give the widest possible practical 
effect to the final proposal of this resolution, namely, “ the organization of a’ Peace 
D ay’ to be celebrated on the same day throughout the world, under the emblem 
of the Red Cross” . 1948 saw the first commemoration of 8th M ay, the anniversary 
of Henri Dunant’s birth, which was the date chosen by the Executive Committee 
in March 1948 for the celebration of “ International Red Cross D ay” and the ideal 
of Peace. On this occasion a special ceremony, held at Heiden (where Henri Dunant 
died) by the Swiss Red Cross, was recorded and sent by the League to the national 
Societies of 47 countries in 17 different languages. Since 1949, the League Informa
tion and Publications Bureau has sent Societies general suggestions (speeches, radio 
programmes, articles, publicity material, etc.) each year for the celebration of 8th 
May. In 1949, “ International Red Cross Day” was commemorated by 26 national 
Societies, while, in 1950, 32 Societies joined in this international celebration of the 
Red Cross ideals of service and brotherhood. Finally, on 8th M ay 1951, 51 national 
Societies,1 i.e. three-quarters of all existing Red Cross Societies, paid tribute to the 
memory of Henri Dunant in his work for humanity, thereby drawing the attention 
of millions of individuals to the ever-increasing work of the Red Cross in the allevia
tion and prevention of suffering, and which by its very nature engenders greater 
international understanding and peace.

In the majority of countries, the press gave considerable support to the national 
Societies, 26 of which made special broadcasts, while the British Red Cross televised 
the opening of a large exhibition it had organized. Moreover, on the evening of 
8 May, the National Societies of ten countries, namely Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
Finland, France (and Morocco), Greece, Ireland, Luxemburg, Monaco and Swit
zerland, took part in an international broadcast organized by Radio Geneva in 
cooperation with the League and the IC R C . This programme which was rebroad
cast by fifteen transmitters in Europe and the Near East, reached some nine million 
listeners.

The two main features so far arranged for the 1952 celebration of 8th May, 
which will take place after this report has gone to press, are : a third international 
broadcast organized in cooperation with Radio Geneva and grouping the national

1 O f the following countries : Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Burma, Bolivia, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa-Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Egypt, Ecua
dor, Ethiopia, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Guatemala, India, Indo
nesia, Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, Liechtenstein, Mexico, Monaco, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Siam, Spain, Sweden, Switzer
land, Syria, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela and Yugo
slavia.
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Societies of the following countries : Austria, Belgium, Canada, France (and 
Morocco), Germany, Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, Switzerland and Yugo
slavia and a message to the Red Cross from Mr. Trygve Lie, Secretary General 
of the United Nations. In addition large-scale national celebrations have already 
been announced by several Societies.

The aim of “ International Red Cross D ay”, as has already been stated, is to draw 
the attention of the public to the very important part which the Red Cross can play, 
through its worldwide humanitarian action, in the promotion of peace and under
standing among nations. In fixing M ay 8th it should be stressed in passing that 
there was no intention of substituting this date for those chosen by National Societies 
for their annual fund-raising campaign.

The annual New Year Message of the Chairman of the League Board of Gover
nors is also used as an appeal for peace to which the widest possible publicity is 
given by the Secretariat.

Finally, the Board of Governors at its 21st Meeting in October 1950 in Monte- 
Carlo, adopted a resolution (No. 1) reaffirming resolutions No. 24 and 64 of the 
International Red Cross Conference. This text was communicated to the national 
Societies with the request that they forward copies to their respective Governments, 
and was also transmitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the Organ
ization of American States and U N ESCO .



C H A P T E R  2

LEAGUE RELIEF ACTION IN BEHALF OF THE PALESTINE
REFUGEES

Of  all the relief operations undertaken or coordinated by the League, none has been 
so vast in scope nor called forth so deep an echo as the one in behalf of the Pales

tine refugees. During 16 long months, from ist January 1949 to 1st M ay 1950, 
relief was brought to more than 330,000 refugees spread over 3 countries— Trans
jordan, the Lebanon and Syria.

A  few brief details will suffice here to recall the origin and general framework 
of this huge operation.

It will be remembered that, following the decision of Great Britain to relinquish 
its Palestinian mandate on 15th M ay 1948, the General Assembly of the United 
Nations on 29th November 1947 adopted a plan whereby Palestine would be divided 
into two distinct states, one Jewish, the other Arab, while Jerusalem would become 
an international zone.

The interested parties refused to accept this division and the country rapidly 
split into two armed camps, with resultant war, which lasted for several months. 
A  mediator, in the person of Count Folke Bernadotte, President of the Swedish 
Red Cross and President of the 17th International Red Gross Conference, was then 
appointed by the General Assembly of the United Nations. Even before the with
drawal of the mandatory Power, however, thousands of Arabs had started to eva
cuate certain parts of Palestine, taking refuge in regions considered to be secure. 
Little by little hundreds of thousands of human beings abandoned their towns 
and villages and flowed into the neighbouring Arab States.

Towards the summer of 1948, the refugee problem had become so acute that it 
necessitated urgent relief measures. As the Secretary General of the United Nations 
did not consider his organization technically equipped to carry out the extensive 
operations required, Count Bernadotte, a Red Gross man, naturally turned to the 
latter for assistance and relief. It was thus that in July 1948, Mr. W. de St. Aubin, 
of the American Red Cross, came to be placed at the mediator’s disposal by the 
League to make a preliminary investigation of the refugee problem.

In September, at the 20th Meeting of the League Board of Governors in Stock
holm, Count Bernadotte, in a moving description of the refugees’ plight appealed 
to all Red Cross Societies throughout the world, begging them to join with the League 
and the IC R C  in a huge relief operation. A  few days later, the 17th International 
Red Cross Conference took the following decision based on a resolution of the 
Board :

“ The 17th International Red Cross Conference
supports the appeal made by the United Nations Mediator for Palestine, as
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well as by representatives of Middle East Governments, Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies for assistance to the victims of the hostilities in the Middle East,

urges all Governments, and all National Societies to do their utmost through 
normal governmental and Red Cross channels to alleviate the suffering of the vic
tims of hostilities, irrespective of race, creed or political status.”

Red Cross relief at once began to stream into the Middle East and the IC R C  
and the League decided to coordinate their administrative work in this connection. 
Consequently, on 23rd September 1948, they sent out a first joint appeal to all the 
national Societies, giving a detailed list of the most urgent needs, accompanied by 
instructions for the forwarding of consignments and other necessary data.

The 3rd Commission of the General Assembly of the United Nations, which was 
impressed by the efficient action of the Red Cross, at the same time realized the ina
dequacy of the efforts of numerous Governments and private bodies in face of a des
perate situation. It therefore sent one of the senior United Nations officials to 
Geneva to inquire whether the International Red Cross would consider extending 
its activities in the Middle East, if requested to do so. The League and the IC R C  
declared that the Red Cross, which was always ready to do its utmost to relieve 
human suffering, would be more than willing to continue and extend its relief 
programme in cooperation with that of the United Nations. It was, however, 
emphasized that the Red Cross could not contemplate acting under the authority 
of any other organization and that its autonomy, independence, and complete 
freedom of action must be recognized in all circumstances.

Thus the International Red Cross indicated its readiness to help the United 
Nations in remedying the situation of the Palestinian refugees. Following this, the 
General Assembly of the United Nations on 19th November 1948 passed a resolution 
establishing the “United Nations’ Relief Operation for Palestinian Refugees” 
(UNRPR) and voting $29,500,000 for assistance to the refugees over a period of 
nine months, plus a supplementary $2,500,000 for administrative and operational 
expenses on the spot. At the same time, the Secretary General of the United 
Nations was requested to appeal to the League of Red Cross Societies and the 
IC R C  as well as to other voluntary agencies for their cooperation, “ it being recog
nized that the participation of voluntary organizations in the relief plan will in 
no way derogate from the principle of impartiality on the basis of which the assistance 
of these organizations is being solicited” . Negotiations were opened immediately 
following the adoption of this resolution which led to the signature of a series of 
agreements on 17th December 1948, at the Palais des Nations in Geneva, between 
Mr. Stanton Griffis, representative of the United Nations, Mr. Ruegger, President 
of the IC R C , Mr. de Rougé, Secretary General of the League and Mr. Elmore 
Jackson of the American Friends Service Committee (Quakers). Thus, one of the 
largest international humanitarian operations, on whose success several hundreds 
of thousands of human lives depended, came into active being.

Under the agreement between the U N R PR  and the League, the latter was 
charged as an independent and autonomous organization, and under its sole respon
sibility, with the distribution of relief supplies to be received from the UN RPR, which 
undertook to collect the necessary funds, purchase supplies, and hand them over to 
the League in Beirut or elsewhere. The League, in virtue of its recognized status, 
was in no way placed in a subordinate position with respect to the United Nations, 
and it was stipulated that distribution would be based on minimum essential needs,
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without distinction as to race, colour, creed or political belief, with a view to ensuring 
that the refugees whose needs were greatest would have priority. The League was 
authorized to proceed in accordance with the general line of conduct of the Red 
Cross, which is to ensure distribution of relief through the intermediary of national 
Red Cross Societies and not through Governments. Thus, it was entitled to carry 
out distribution with the assistance or through the intermediary of national Red 
Cross or Red Crescent Societies in countries where these existed, and to strengthen 
the organization of such Societies, if  necessary, for the purpose of relief operations. 
The relief action of the three organizations— League, iC R C , Quakers— was geogra
phically divided up as follows :

League : Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Iraq
ICR C : Israel, ex mandatory territory occupied by Israel and Jordan
Quakers : Gaza zone occupied by Egypt.

At the same time, the League and the IC R C  worked out a joint plan for the alloca
tion, warehousing and administration of relief and other essential details with a view 
to maximum coordination of their programmes.

Mr. H.P.J. van Ketwich Verschuur, ex-Director General of the Netherlands 
Red Cross, was appointed as League Commissioner and placed at the head of the 
Middle East Commission entrusted with the direction of relief operations.

These then were the general lines and origin of the vast relief action in behalf 
of Palestinian refugees carried out under the aegis of the League. At each Meeting, 
the Board of Governors and the Executive Committee of the League were informed 
in detail of its progress and all the phases of this operation are described in detail 
in the final report of the League Commissioner 1. We will not retrace them here, 
therefore, but will confine ourselves to only a few general remarks.

According to available statistics, the number of refugees of which the League was 
to take care was as follows :

Lebanon Syria Jordan Total
M e n ......................................... 35,163 20,610 21,026 76,799
Women..................................... 35,66g 23,366 25,695 84,730
C h ild re n ................................  7°,99° 42,379 58,46o

141,822 86,355 105,181 333,358

The figures do not include the 5.000 refugees in Iraq, who were looked after by 
the Iraq Government.

The relief supplied by the League to the refugees consisted mainly in foodstuffs, 
powdered milk, tents, blankets, clothing, fuel, soap and medical supplies.

The total volume of relief distributed by the League in Lebanon, Syria and 
Jordan, from 1st January 1949 to 30th April 1950, was as follows :

1 Report of the Relief Operation in behalf of the Palestinian Refugees conducted by the 
Middle East Commission of the League of Red Cross Societies in conjunction with the United 
Nations Relief for Palestine Refugees, 1949-1950. Published by the League of Red Cross 
Societies, Geneva 1950 (140 pages). Submitted to the 21st Meeting of the Board of 
Governors, October 1950, Monte-Carlo.



UNRPR Relief : More than 56,000 metric tons of flour, pulse foods, oil and fats, 
sugar, animal protein (canned fish), soap, charcoal, used clothing; more than 
7,000 tents, 227,000 blankets, 336,000 liters of kerosene and 166,000 meters of cotton 
material.

The League also distributed supplies from the U N ICEF in Lebanon, Syria 
and Jordan, from 1st January 1949 to 30th April 1950, including nearly 6,500 metric 
tons of milk, margarine, sugar, rice soap, and 80,000 blankets.

In addition, the League distributed more than $3,000,000 worth of medicaments, 
foodstuffs, clothing, etc., furnished by the national Red Cross Societies following 
Count Bernadotte’s appeal at Stockholm. Thus in 16 months foodstuffs and relief 
supplied either by the United Nations, the U N ICE F or by gifts from national Red 
Cross Societies and other organizations, were distributed to a total value of 
$13,000,000 The League also made daily distributions of condensed milk, supplied 
by the United Nations, to some 150,000 children, pregnant women and young 
mothers. Furthermore, it fed 20,000 undernourished children in accordance with 
a special programme.

Mention should be made here of the Medical Service, whose staff performed 
remarkable work often under very trying conditions. Thanks to it, the refugees 
were kept in normal health and widespread epidemics were avoided. The League 
Medical Service was composed of 211 persons of 16 nationalities, including :

42 doctors 
64 nurses 
34 nursing aids 
25 medical orderlies 
13 midwives 
4 dentists

6 pharmacists 
4 assistant pharmacists
4 laboratory assistants
1 senior sanitary inspector 
9 sanitary sub-inspectors
5 clerks and quartermasters

and 73 Palestinian lay helpers in clinics. The number of clinics administered by or 
in cooperation with the League was as follows :

Static Clinics Mobile Climes Total
Lebanon . . 12 6 18
Syria . . . . 12 5 U
Jordan . . . 6 2 8

30 13 43

Most of these clinics had a staff of one doctor, one qualified nurse, one nursing- 
aid and two lay helpers, who it was estimated could care for 5.000 refugees per 
month. To give just one example of the fight against diseases which had to be 
carried on by the League medical teams— in this case, malaria— 25 camps and 120 
towns and villages were sprayed with DD T, i.e. their surface was coated with 
2 grammes of D D T per square meter. The total surface sprayed was 889,811 square 
meters for the camps and 1,405,585 square meters for towns and villages, and 
186,589 refugees were thus protected against malaria.

As regards feeding, the rations varied from 1,400 to 1,650 calories per day per 
refugee. The daily ration distributed to each refugee during November 1949, for 
example was as follows :
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F lo u r .....................................................325.0 gr.
L e n t i ls ............................................  22.7 »
R i c e ................................................  15.0 »
O i l ....................................................  13.0 »
S u gar................................................  6.5 »
Tinned F is h ....................................  1.7 »
Dried F r u i t ....................................  1.3 »

At least some small mention must be made of the League’s Social Welfare Service, 
for it was necessary not only to care for the refugees’ material needs but also for their 
moral equilibrium. The emphasis in the League welfare programme was on its 
moral and therapeutic value and upon teaching and training. Hence, numerous 
cobbler’s shops, soap factories, sewing and weaving centers and agricultural settle
ments were established with a view to keeping hands and minds occupied. Fur
thermore, under the patronage of U NESCO, the League was able to open 13 schools 
in the camps of the 3 countries in its care, where approximately 6.000 children received 
instruction from 100 teachers.

** *

The success of this huge relief operation was above all due to the fact that the 
League had at its disposal a magnificent international team of doctors, nurses and 
experts in emergency relief and administrative questions. These workers, who 
came from 19 different countries, were provided by the national Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the United States, France, Great 
Britain, Greece, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Norway, the Netherlands, Sweden, Swit
zerland and Syria.

“Their experience and devotion, their sense of duty and their team spirit were 
largely responsible for bringing the League’s relief operation to a successful conclu
sion so that a well established and smoothly working organization with over a 
thousand foreign and local staff members could be handed over after 16 months’ 
operation to the League’s successors, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency. 
The League’s thoughts go to those men and women who came from far away to a 
part of the world unknown to most of them, to serve under the flag of the Red Cross 
and to do the job in the field.” 1

** *

When on Sunday evening 30th April 1950, the Red Cross flag, which had 
floated over the distribution centers, the camps, the clinics, the hospitals and the 
other establishments spread all over Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, was taken down, 
the League had accomplished its task. A  great Red Cross international relief 
operation had been successfully achieved. It irrefutably demonstrated that the 
League was morally and materially equipped to carry out extensive relief actions 
and to undertake that technical work involved in emergency relief for which the 
Governments not having the necessary expert staff available are ill-prepared.

In December 1949, the General Assembly of the United Nations paid official 
tribute to the work carried out in the following resolution :

1 See footnote p. 10.
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“ The General Assembly
Expresses also its gratitude to the International Committee of the Red Cross, 

to the League of Red Cross Societies and to the American Friends Service Committee 
for the contribution they have made to this humanitarian cause by discharging, 
in the face of great difficulties the responsability they voluntarily assumed for the 
distribution of relief supplies and the general care of the refugees.”

Two further official expressions of gratitude were received from the United 
Nations. The first was a message dated ist M ay 1950, from Mr. Trygve Lie, Secre
tary General of the United Nations : “ I cannot too strongly express my personal 
gratitude and that of the United Nations for the League’s contribution and coope
ration.”

The second on 2nd M ay 1950, was a telegram from the ad interim Secretary 
General of the United Nations, Mr. Byron Price :

“ On the occasion of the May one official takeover by the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency of the responsibilities which League of Red Cross Societies has 
carried on behalf of Palestine Refugees I wish to express to you and to your collea
gues the appreciation of the Secretary General and of all others concerned in the 
United Nations for the cooperation, the fine spirit of service and the valuable assis
tance which has characterised League of Red Cross Societies participation since 
the beginning of operations. It is our hope that the Director, Advisory Commis
sion and staff of the new Agency may have the benefit of your continued coopera
tion and interest as the works and relief programme develops and that the universal 
humanitarian services of League of Cross Societies may bring as great reward to 
your agency as has your service to Palestine refugees.”

In concluding this brief description of the League’s action, may we quote the con
cluding paragraph of the Secretary General’s foreword to the League Commis
sioner’s report :

“ In surveying the results achieved, the noble figure of the great man with whom 
assistance to the Palestinian refugees originated, Count Folke Bernadotte, rises 
before us. At Stockholm, in August 1948, at the meeting of the Board of Governors 
of the League, he launched the memorable appeal which stirred the conscience of 
the world and brought forth material and moral forces to succour the unhappy 
refugees in the Near East. His example constantly fortified us in this action and 
it is with deep feeling that once again, conscious of all we owe to him, we pay tri
bute to his memory.”
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REPATRIATION OF GREEK CHILDREN

h e  17th International Red Cross Conference, meeting at Stockholm, expressed the
hope that “ Greek children deported beyond the national frontiers be repatriated 

as soon as possible”, while, on 27th November 1948, the United Nations General 
Assembly unanimously adopted a resolution recommending “the return to Greece 
of Greek children at present away from their homes. . and instructing its Secretary 
General to request the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League of 
Red Cross Societies to organize and ensure liaison with the national Red Cross 
organizations of the States concerned with a view to adopting the necessary measures 
for the implementation of this recommendation.

On n th  January 1949, in application of this recommendation, the Secretary 
General of the United Nations officially asked the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies for their cooperation. Both 
organizations accepted and wrote to the national Societies of Albania, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Roumania and Yugoslavia, and to the Greek Red Cross, 
drawing their attention to the resolution. The Secretary General of the United 
Nations also asked the Governments of all the countries concerned “ to lend their 
good offices to the representatives o f the International Red Cross in furtherance of 
this project” .

The League and the IC R C  considered it advisable in the first place to send joint 
missions to the Greek Red Cross and to the Red Cross Societies of the countries 
harbouring the Greek children, to investigate the problem on the spot. It proved 
possible to send such missions only to Bulgaria, Greece, Czechoslovakia and Yugosla
via. Lists of the Greek children living on their respective territories were requested 
from the reception countries for comparison with the requests for repatriation received 
from the children’s parents, but none of them responded to this request. The 
League and the IC R G  then drew up lists themselves on the basis of the requests 
for repatriation forwarded by the Greek Red Cross. Approximately 12,000 names 
of children claimed by their parents, were then forwarded to the national Societies 
of the reception countries asking that they verify whether any of the children men
tioned in the lists were living in their respective territories.

On 12th September 1949, the Czechoslovak Red Cross informed the League and 
the Committee that it had identified 138 of these children, whose repatriation was 
made conditional on special guarantees and additional documents, which were 
subsequently supplied to it in the majority of cases.

On 5th October 1949, the two International Red Cross organizations, in their 
report to the Secretary General of the United Nations, regretted that their efforts 
for the repatriation of the Greek children had not had the desired result. On 18th
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November 1949, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a further resolu
tion, which was mainly based on this report, expressing warm appreciation of the 
efforts made by the two International Red Cross organizations, but noting, that 
“the Greek children have not yet been returned to their homes” . A t the same time, 
it instructed the Secretary General to request the two International Red Cross 
organizations to continue their efforts and urged “ all the members of the United 
Nations, and other States harbouring the Greek children to make all necessary 
arrangements, in consultation and cooperation with the International Red Cross 
organizations for the early return to their homes of the children..

In implementation of this resolution, the League and the IC R C  asked the 
national Societies of the countries directly concerned to meet in Geneva on 9th 
and 10th March 1950 to study ways and means of speeding up the repatriation, 
but only the Greek Red Cross was represented at these meetings.

On 18th September 1950, the two International Red Cross Organizations sent 
a complete report to the Secretary General of the United Nations on their efforts 
up to that date; they had regretfully to conclude that no Greek child had yet been 
repatriated and observed that they would be unable to carry the general execution 
of their mission any further by their own unaided efforts.

Thereupon the United Nations General Assembly adopted a further resolution 
dated 1st December 1950, confirming the earlier resolutions on the subject and urging 
“all States harbouring the Greek children to make all the necessary arrangements, 
in co-operation with the Secretary General and the International Red Cross Orga
nizations, for the early return of the Greek children to their parents and, whenever 
necessary, to allow the International Red Cross Organizations free access to their 
territories for this purpose” . A  Standing Committee was also set up to consult with 
the representatives of the States concerned for the early repatriation of the children.

In the meantime, however, the Yugoslav Red Cross had informed the League 
that a certain number of children on the lists received had been identified and laid 
down its conditions for their repatriation. Following the acceptance of these condi
tions by the Greek Red Cross, five groups of children were repatriated from Yugosla
via to Greece : 21 children on 25th November 1950, 54 on 14th March 1951, 214 
on 21st and 22nd M ay 1951, 96 on 29th October 1951 and 84 on 16th March 1952. 
These repatriation operations were carried out under the supervision of a delegate 
representing both the League and the IC R C . In addition, 17 children left Yugo
slavia in June 1950 to rejoin their parents in Australia.

At the beginning of 1951, following an agreement between Greece and Y u 
goslavia, a Swedish Red Cross delegation went to Belgrade to cooperate in the iden
tification of Greek children who might be returned to their families. Judge Emil 
Sandstrom, President of the Swedish Red Cross and Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of the League personally supervised the working plans of the Swedish 
Red Cross delegation in Belgrade.

In October 1951, the League and the International Committee sent the Secre
tary General of the United Nations a memorandum for the members of the United 
Nations General Assembly. This document summarised the efforts of the Interna
tional Red Cross Organizations and mentioned the various obstacles they had 
encountered in their joint operation for the repatriation of the Greek children.

On 26th November 1951, the Ad Hoc Political Committee set up by the 6th 
Session of the United Nations General Assembly to consider the problem of the 
Greek children, adopted a resolution inviting the Governments of the countries



harbouring the children to delegate representatives to Paris for an exchange of views 
with it on the whole problem. Only the Czechoslovak Government responded to 
this invitation and took part in the two meetings held on 15th and 22nd January 
1952. On the invitation of the United Nations General Secretariat, the IC R C  and 
the League sent a delegation to Paris for the second meeting, during which the repre
sentative of the Czechoslovak Government proposed that contacts be resumed in 
Prague between the delegates of the International Red Cross Organizations and the 
Czechoslovak Red Cross, in conformity with the resolution of 27th November 1948. 
This proposal was accepted by the Committee.

Subsequently, the United Nations adopted a further resolution, dated 2nd 
February 1952, which, “viewing with concern the reports of the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies and of the Secretary 
General, and in particular the fact, that with the exception of Yugoslavia, none of the 
countries harbouring Greek children has yet taken the necessary steps to enable these 
children to return to their homes... expressed the hope that it will be possible to make 
rapid progress with the repatriation of the Greek children in Czechoslovakia; deeply 
regrets that all the other States harbouring Greek children have declined to enter 
into consultations with the Standing Committee with a view to giving effect to the 
resolutions of the General Assembly on the matter; considers that the technical and 
other grounds advanced by those countries harbouring Greek children which have 
declined to co-operate fully in the solution of the problem are not insurmountable 
or such as to constitute a reason for further delay in permitting the return of children 
in respect of whom requests for repatriation have been submitted and verified by 
the International Red Cross organizations; urges all countries harbouring Greek 
children to take steps to facilitate the early return of the children to their homes...” . 
In the same resolution, the United Nations General Assembly asked the League and 
the IC R C  “ to continue their work for this humanitarian purpose” .

Immediately following the adoption of this resolution, the necessary negotiations 
were started to enable International Red Cross delegates to go to Prague to examine, 
in conjunction with the Czechoslovak Red Cross, the measures which should be 
taken for the repatriation of Greek children identified in that country. These 
negotiations have come to a successful conclusion and our delegates left for Prague 
on 8th April 1952.

—  i 6  —
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LEAGUE ACTION IN AID OF REFUGEES

he distressing problem  raised b y  m illions o f  refugees, stateless, exiled and dis
placed persons throughout the world, condemned to an idle existence and to great 

material, moral and spiritual privations, has constantly preoccupied the League and 
its member Societies. In accordance with the repeated recommendations of its 
Governing Bodies, the League and its individual members have done their utmost 
to alleviate the suffering of these unhappy victims, whose tragic fate calls forth the 
sympathy of every human being who has a feeling for human dignity.

In an earlier chapter, we dealt with the vast operation undertaken by the League 
and its member Societies in aid of Palestinian refugees (Chapter 2). At the close 
of this important international relief action, carried out under the aegis of the Red 
Cross, the League Executive Committee, on 10th M ay 1950, urged the national 
Societies to consider means whereby they might help to alleviate the suffering of 
refugees, either in their own country or abroad. It also stated that the League was 
ready, as at the time of the Palestinian relief operation, to examine the extent to 
which it might be in a position to aid refugees throughout the world by co-operating 
in any international action initiated by member Societies of the League or by 
international Governmental organizations. Furthermore, the Committee instructed 
the League Secretariat to place itself at the disposal of member Societies with a view 
to studying the best means of solving the serious international problem raised by the 
distress of millions of refugees. The Board of Governors, in endorsing the Com
mittee’s appeal in behalf of the refugees, adopted the following resolution in October 
1950 at its 2 1 st Meeting, in Monte Carlo.

“ The Board of Governors
Strongly recommends that national Societies take an active part in the relief 

actions rendered necessary by the presence on the territories of many countries of 
a great number of refugees” .

The League however had already come to the aid of the refugees in certain cases, 
prior to these appeals of the Executive Committee and the Board of Governors. 
A  brief summary of the most important of its refugee relief actions will now be 
given :

In December 1948, the League and the International Committee of the Red 
Cross launched a joint appeal in behalf of the refugees in India and Pakistan. Gifts 
in kind and in cash were received from the following national Societies :

A p p e a l  in b e h a l f  of R efu gees  in I n d ia  a n d  P akistan



Australia, Canada (adults and Juniors), Liechtenstein, Turkey, United States 
(adults and Juniors).

A p p e a l  in  b e h a l f  o f  G r e e k  R efugees

In April 1949, the following countries responded to a joint appeal for Greek 
children :

Argentina Liechtenstein
Australia New Zealand
Belgium Portugal
Canada Siam
Denmark South Africa
Ecuador Sweden
Great Britain Switzerland
Guatemala Turkey
India United States (adults and Juniors)
Ireland Venezuela

A p p e a l  fo r  R efugees in Burm a

Relief was supplied by the following national Societies, as the result of a joint 
appeal by the League and the Committee in November 1949 in behalf of refugees 
in Burma :

Australia Lebanon
Canada Siam
Great Britain South Africa
India

E n q u ir y  in to  t h e  N eeds o f  C z e c h o s l o v a k  R efugees in A u str ia , F r a n c e ,
G e r m a n y  a n d  I t a l y

In 1948, the Canadian Red Cross requested the League to inquire into 
the needs of Czechoslovak refugees in Austria, France, Germany and Italy and 
devoted the sum of $40,000 to alleviating the distress of these victims.

S pan ish  C h ild r e n  L iv in g  in  F r a n ce

Spanish children living in France were the beneficiaries of gifts from the Cana
dian, Guatemalan and South African Red Cross Societies.

A p p e a l  f o r  C lo th in g  f o r  R efugees in  th e  L e ba n o n , Sy r ia  a n d  J ordan

In August 1950, an urgent request for all types of clothing was made by the 
Director of U N R W A to cover crying needs in the refugee camps in Jordan,
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Lebanon and Syria. The League launched an appeal to which the national Socie
ties listed below responded by forwarding clothing and blankets to a value of approx
imately $112,500:

Australia Great Britain
Belgium New Zealand
Canada Sweden
Egypt

A ctio n  in  b e h a l f  o f  R efugees in  A u str ia  a n d  W e st er n  G e r m a n y

The conferences of national Red Cross Societies held in March 1950 in Geneva 
and in April 1951 in Hanover, for the purpose of assisting refugees in Austria and 
Germany, are dealt with in another chapter of the present report (Chapter 7). 
The recommendations adopted by the Hanover Conference were not only communi
cated to the member Societies of the League, but to a great many international 
organizations; the League Secretariat forwarded them to the 13th Session of the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations which met in Geneva from 
30th July to 21st September 1951, to the 6th Session of the General Assembly of 
the United Nations which met in Paris at the end of 1951, to the Conference on 
Migration Problems convened by the International Labour Office in Naples in 
September 1951, and, finally, to the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Status 
of Refugees and Stateless Persons, held in Geneva in July 1951 (see page 21). 
The Hanover Conference is still yielding results and the assistance of member 
Societies of the League to this category of refugees is described in detail in League 
publications (in particular in the “ Co-ordinated Relief Bulletin”).

L e a g u e  A p p e a l  f o r  T u rkish  N a tio n a l s  R e p a t r ia t e d  from  Bu l g a r ia

Following the mass immigration of approximately 250,000 refugees of Turkish 
origin repatriated from Bulgaria, the League launched appeals in September 1950 
and January 1951 to 52 Societies, particularly for clothing and blankets.

More than half of these national Societies responded and relief consignments 
were received to a value of over Sw.frs. 250,000 in cash and in kind (blankets, medi
caments, etc.).

A p p e a l  f o r  G r e e k  P o l it ic a l  D epo r tees— 1951

Last year the League received an appeal through the intermediary of several 
national Red Cross Societies from the families of Greek political deportees held in 
Aghios Efstratios and Trikeri.

The Canadian Red Cross expressed the desire to assist these persons by supplying 
them with various articles of which they were in great need.

Consequently, 20 cases of clothing, underclothing, material, sewing equipment, 
cotton wool, etc., valued at $3,435, were made up from the stocks of the Canadian 
Red Cross in Geneva and handed over to the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, who distributed them through its delegation in Greece.
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League action for the repatriation of Greek children has been dealt with in the 
preceding chapter.

R e p a t r ia t io n  of S o v ie t  C h il d r e n  L ivin g  in W estern  G e r m a n y  a n d  A u stria

At the April 1949 Session of the Executive Committee, on the proposal of the 
delegation of the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR, 
a resolution was adopted requesting the national Societies, and more particularly 
those of France, Great Britain and the United States, to give practical assistance in 
connection with the repatriation of Soviet children living in Western Germany and 
Austria and to approach their respective governments with a view to speeding up 
the solution of this problem.

Since that date the League Secretariat has forwarded photocopies of 200 names 
of children presumed to be found in Western Germany, to the three national Societies 
concerned, which, in turn, duly passed them on to their respective Governments.

In December 1949, the British Red Cross informed the Alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies of the U SSR  that the British Government had transmitted 
this list of names to the British Occupation Authorities, who were in touch with the 
competent Soviet authorities on the spot.

Also in December 1949, the American Red Cross informed the League Secretariat 
that it had learned from the State Department that the list referred to children living 
in camps in the British zone in 1947, and asked that a list of children presumed to be 
in the American zone be forwarded to it. The League Secretariat accordingly 
wrote to the Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies but received no reply 
to its communications of 5th January and 20th March 1950.

No communication has since been received from the Alliance of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies of the USSR.

At the sessions of the Executive Committee of M ay and December 1951, the 
Alliance however again intervened with a view to the repatriation of the children 
in question and cited the names of three of those claimed.

The American Red Cross investigated two cases of children living in the Ame
rican zone and discovered that one of them, at his own desire, had been with an 
uncle in Western Germany since April 1950. His mother, who had abandoned 
him shortly after his birth in 1946, had died.

The second was the illegitimate child of a Russian agricultural worker. His 
mother had abandoned him and he had been placed in a family in Berlin who had 
adopted him.

As to the third child, who is supposed to be in the British zone, despite the joint 
efforts of the British Red Cross and the IRO , it has been impossible to trace him.

The American and British delegations stated that they were prepared to help the 
Alliance of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the U SSR whenever it could 
give them precise data permitting the children to be traced and certificates from 
relatives living in the USSR. Direct negotiations are therefore now in process 
between these two Societies and the Alliance.

A p p e a l  in F a v o u r  of t h e  N e e d y  P o p u la t io n  of G a z a

On 1 ith April 1951, the Australian Red Cross drew the League’s attention to the 
desperate situation of some 60,000 Palestinian refugees living in the Gaza region
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(territory under Egyptian mandate). Mr. E. Winsall, Director of the Relief 
Bureau of the League, took advantage o f his mission to the Near East to visit these 
unfortunate refugees, who are not considered as such by the competent offices of the 
United Nations and are, consequently, living in appalling conditions.

On the basis of the data given in a report drawn up after this visit, the League 
appaealed to 13 national Red Cross Societies, 7 of which responded favourably. 
Some $100,000 worth of relief supplies have been dispatched to these needy persons.

The League is still preoccupied by their situation and is continuing its relief 
action on their behalf so far as it is able to do so.

The action undertaken by the League in aid of the civilian population in Korea, 
which is mainly composed of refugees, will be described in the next chapter.

C onference  of P l e n ipo te n tia r ie s  on  th e  St a t u s  of R efu gees  an d  Sta teless  
P ersons, C o n v en ed  b y  t h e  U n ited  N atio n s  in  J u l y  1951 in  G e n e v a

The Secretary General of the League, as already stated, submitted a report to 
this Conference (at which the League was represented as an observer) on the work 
of the International Conference convened by the League in April 1951 at Hanover 
on the Refugee Problem in Austria and Western Germany, together with its recom
mendations. Furthermore, Professor Ledermann, League Delegate, speaking 
to the Plenipotentiaries’ Conference in the name of the Secretary General, requested 
it to give as generous as possible a definition to the term “refugee”, with a view 
to a wider extension of the assistance and legal protection accorded to such persons. 
The League Delegate took advantage of this occasion to draw attention to the work 
in aid of refugees carried out by the League and its member Societies, and at the 
same time expressed the opinion that basic decisions in connection with emigration 
and immigration of refugees were not within the competence of the Red Cross, but 
of the official authorities. He showed what an important auxiliary role national 
Red Cross Societies could play on the humanitarian and social levels until such time 
as the refugee problem could be solved on an international level.

L e g a l  A ssistance t o  F oreign ers

Let us close this chapter by recalling that in execution of resolution 31 of the 
17th International Red Cross Conference in Stockholm, concerning legal assistance 
to foreigners, the League and the International Committee of the Red Cross jointly 
established a programme of possible legal assistance for stateless persons, refugees 
and war victims, which was sent to the national Societies. Despite the very small 
number of favourable replies received by the two international Red Cross organisa
tions, the League Secretariat has continued to take an interest in this problem.
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THE LEAGUE AND ASSISTANCE TO THE CIVILIAN 
POPULATION OF KOREA

Ne e d l e s s  to say, the outbreak of hostilities in Korea, in June 1950, had its reper
cussions on the humanitarian action of the League, which was approached for 

assistance at the very outset by the Korean Red Cross.
The Secretariat at once assured the latter that its appeal would be passed on to 

the member Societies of the League, and at the same time sent a telegram to the 
Foreign Minister of the People’s Democratic Government of Korea, asking whether 
there was a Red Cross organization in North Korea to which the League could 
offer its assistance in providing relief for the civilian population. No reply was 
received to this telegram and two more were sent, one of which was addressed to the 
North Korean Red Cross itself, with the same result.

In the meantime, on 2nd August, 1950, an appeal from the Security Council 
on behalf of the civilian population of Korea was forwarded to the League by the 
Secretary General of the United Nations. Later in the month a similar appeal was 
received from the United Nations Economic and Social Council.

Following discussions between the Secretary General of the League and members 
of the Economic and Social Council in Geneva, and between the Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the League and representatives of the Secretary General of 
the United Nations at Lake Success, it was decided that the League would ensure the 
coordination of Red Cross civilian relief for Korea and that the details of this operation 
would be established jointly in Tokyo by the League Delegate and the United Nations 
High Command.

During the subsequent eight months, negotiations took place in Tokyo, Washing
ton, New York and Geneva, between representatives of the League, the United Nations 
and the United Nations High Command, in order to agree on a method whereby 
civilian Red Cross relief could be sent to Korea. This relief was to be distributed free 
of charge under the supervision of the Red Cross, as such consignments had to preserve 
their Red Cross identity, in accordance with resolutions 18, 37 and 41 of the 17th 
International Red Cross Conference.

Agreement was finally reached in M ay 1951 and relief supplies to an approximate 
value of one million dollars began to leave Japan for South Korea.

In the meantime, the Secretary General of the United Nations had asked the 
League, on 15th November 1950, to recruit 9 medical teams, each consisting of a doc
tor, a welfare worker and a specialist in health matters, to assist the civilian population 
under the United Nations Civil Assistance Command.

The Red Cross Societies of Canada, Great Britain, Norway and the United States
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provided these teams at their own expense and sent them to Lake Success in January 
1951 en route for Tokyo and Korea.

Following discussions at Lake Success and in Tokyo concerning their right to wear 
the Red Cross emblem, permission to do so was finally granted and the teams, whose 
members were to preserve their Red Cross identity, arrived in Korea in February 
W ·

Despite the many obstacles encountered, they served the Red Cross ideal in the 
months that followed with a devotion which earned them general esteem. Mr. Trygve 
Lie, Secretary General of the United Nations, paid a glowing tribute to their “untiring 
efforts and unselfish performance of duty”, while General Matthew Ridgway, United 
Nations Commander in Chief in Korea, stated that, thanks to the efforts of Red 
Cross teams and to the specialists made available by the W H O  and the IR O , working 
in cooperation with the United Nations Civil Assistance Command in Korea, there 
had been “no major outbreaks of disease, no widespread starvation and a minimum of 
unrest in South Korea, where almost five million of the 21 million population are 
displaced from their former homes.”

Towards the end of 1951, with the authorization of the 5th United Nations 
General Assembly, the United Nations set up a “Korean Reconstruction Agency” . 
Negotiations in Geneva between representatives of this Agency and of the League 
Secretariat led to the decision to disband the Red Cross teams on 31st December 1951, 
with the proviso that, as from 1st January 1952, members thereof who so desired 
could continue to cooperate with the United Nations Civil Assistance Command 
for Korea by transferring to the service of the United Nations Korean Reconstruction 
Agency.

The League’s present activities in Korea consist mainly in helping the South 
Korean Red Cross Society in the re-establishment of its internal organization, which 
has suffered greatly from the war, and in the reorganization and development of its 
medico-social assistance programme.

On the proposal of the Indian Red Cross, the League Executive Committee, at its 
meeting in M ay 1951, launched a further appeal to the North Korean Government 
and Red Cross Society, urging them to cooperate with the League so that the latter 
might extend its assistance to the civilian population of North Korea, but once again 
no reply was received.

We must not omit brief mention of the valuable gifts which have been forth
coming from many national Red Cross Societies, in aid both of the wounded and sick 
of the armed forces in Korea and of the civilian population; these gifts consisting of 
foodstuffs, clothing, medicaments, etc., amount to more than $400,000.

Following the report by Mr. Frank T. Cleverley, American National Red Cross 
Administrator of Foreign Operations, on the disastrous situation of the Korean refu
gees, the League Secretariat first appealed for knitting wool and needles, as the 
Japanese Red Cross was prepared to supply volunteers to knit warm clothing.

As a result of this appeal, 10 national Societies sent the Japanese Red Cross over 
2,000 kgs of wool and knitting needles. Later on, the League launched another 
appeal, this time for funds for the reconstruction of the Seoul Hospital (Korea), 
destroyed as a result of the war. O f the $10,000 required for this purpose, $8,337, i.e. 
more than % of the sum requested, were received from 19 national Societies.
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PART II

C H A P T E R  6

ORGANIZATION OF THE LEAGUE 
AND ITS SECRETARIAT

The League is the Federation of Red Cross (Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun) 
Societies throughout the world, whose object is to encourage the co-operation of all 
its members, to represent them on the international level, to assist them in their deve
lopment and in the exercise of their activities, and to defend their moral and material 
interests.

The constitution of the League provides that, in order to carry out its general 
mission, which is to promote and facilitate Red Cross humanitarian action at all times 
and in all forms, it shall :

(a) encourage and promote in every country the establishment and develop
ment of a duly authorized voluntary national Red Cross Society working in 
accordance with the principles of the Geneva Conventions and with the prin
ciples adopted by the International Red Cross Conference and by the Board of 
Governors ;

(b ) act as the permanent organ of liaison, co-ordination and study between the natio
nal Red Cross Societies with a view to assisting them in the organization and 
exercise of their activities, both national and international;

(c) co-operate with the Red Cross Societies in all aspects of their activities, parti
cularly in the improvement of health, the prevention of disease and the mitiga
tion of suffering ;

(d) be the official representative of the national Red Cross Societies in the inter
national field, and express the views of its members as a whole on matters in 
connection with resolutions adopted by its governing bodies ;

(e) be the guardian of the integrity of its members and the protector of their 
interests ;

(f) collaborate with the International Committee of the Red Cross in questions 
affecting the work of both organizations.

T h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  L e a g u e

The composition of its governing bodies, namely the Board of Governors and the 
Executive Committee, illustrates the federative and representative nature of the 
League of Red Cross Societies.

The Board of Governors, which may be described as the General Assembly of the 
League, is its highest authority and lays down the general lines of the programme of
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work. It is composed of representatives, known as “ Governors” of all the national 
Red Cross Societies, members of the League, and meets every two years.

The steadily increasing number of member Societies since the League’s founda
tion is proof of its vitality. Since the last International Conference, for example, 
three new national Societies have applied for admission (see Chapter 7) and 68 
national Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies, grouping more than 
100 million members, now belong to the League. (See Annex I for the list of these 
national Societies and their membership.)

The Executive Committee, is composed of Societies to which the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairmen of the Board of Governors belong, together with twelve other Societies 
elected by the Board of Governors for two years, and exercices the latter’s powers 
between its sessions and meets every six months. (For the present composition of 
the League Executive Committee, see Annex 1.)

Since the 17th International Red Cross Conference (Stockholm 1948), the Board 
of Governors has met once, at Monte Carlo (October 1950); the Executive Com
mittee has held its regular meetings every six months at League Headquarters in 
Geneva, except in October 1948 when it met in Stockholm following the Interna
tional Red Cross Conference, and in October 1950 when it met in Monte Carlo 
following the Board of Governors.

C onstitution  an d  By e -L a w s  of t h e  L e a g u e

It will be recalled that, on the recommendation of the “ Sub-Committee on the 
Articles of Association (Constitution) and Bye-Laws of the League” , which completed 
its work at Monte Carlo in October 1950, the Board of Governors adopted the 
proposed revised League Constitution and Bye-Laws. Should the International 
Red Cross Conference approve the revision of the Statutes of the International 
Red Cross referred to in the following paragraph, these two basic texts of the League 
will have again to be slightly altered to bring them into line with the revised Statutes 
of the International Red Cross and Bye-Laws of the International Red Cross Con
ference.

R evision  of th e  Sta tu te s  of t h e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  R ed  C ross a n d  th e  By e -L aw s 
of t h e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  R ed  C ross C o n fer en c e

In order to take into account the development of the International Red Cross 
during the past few years and to solve the many problems arising therefrom, the 
Standing Commission of the International Red Cross Conference decided, on 
19th October 1950, to contemplate the revision of the Statutes of the International 
Red Cross and the Bye-Laws of the International Red Cross Conference, dating 
from 1928 and 1930 respectively. For this purpose the League Secretariat was asked 
to make an enquiry among all the national Societies in order that they might express 
their opinions and propose any amendments to the texts in force.

In M ay 1951, on the conclusion of this enquiry, the Standing Commission set 
up a Sub-Committee of three to study the matter : Mr. T. W. Sloper, Assistant to 
the Chairman of the Standing Commission (Chairman), Mr. J. de Truchis de Yaren-
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nes, representing Mr. A. François-Poncet, and Mr. W. J. Phillips, who was shortly 
afterwards replaced by Miss E. Bark (representing Lord Woolton). The sub
committee carried out its work in close co-operation with the League and the 
International Committee to which it entrusted the task of establishing the new 
provisions of the Statutes relating to their respective powers and to their co-operation.

After two meetings, one in July and one in December 1951, the Sub-Committee 
presented the result of its work to the Standing Commission, which, on 7th December 
1951, adopted revised drafts of the Statutes of the International Red Cross and of 
the Bye-Laws of the International Red Cross Conference. These texts will be sub
mitted to the 18th International Red Cross Conference for approval, and have 
been brought to the notice of all the national Societies.

L ea g u e  P rogram m e  C ommission

The mandate of this Commission, set up by the Executive Committee in M ay 
1950 and composed of representatives of the Red Cross Societies of Belgium, France, 
Great Britain, Mexico, Sweden and Switzerland, is as follows :

(a) to examine the programme of League activities as a result of decisions and 
mandates of the League Board of Governors and the International Red Cross 
Conference;

(b) to examine the possibilities of carrying out this programme with the present 
income available to the League and to propose the necessary arrangements;

(c) to confer with the International Committee of the Red Cross eliminating 
overlapping in the programme of activity of the two international Red Cross 
institutions.

Since the conversations between the President of the IC R C  and the Chairman 
of the League led to the conclusion of the agreement between the two organizations 
referred to in a subsequent chapter, the Programme Commission decided there was 
no necessity for it to carry out its third mandate.

As regards (1) and (2), it requested the Secretary General of the League to re
classify the mandates which had been entrusted to the Secretariat by the governing 
bodies of the League and of the International Red Cross. The purpose of this 
re-classification was to enable the Commission to eliminate mandates which were 
out-of-date, and to draw up a programme for the Secretariat which would corres
pond to the amount of work involved by the mandates still to be carried out, estab
lishing their priority.

209 mandates were contained in the list drawn up by the Secretariat. O f these, 
the Programme Commission only retained 93, which form an excellent basis of work 
for the League.

The Commission then divided up amongst its members the study of the various 
League Secretariat Bureaux. Following these investigations, various structural 
reforms were proposed and approved by the Executive Committee with the aim of 
reducing administrative expenses wherever possible.

In the first place it was decided to abolish the Office of International Relations 
as such and attach it to the Bureau of Organization and Development of national
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Societies. In the same way, the Conference Office was abolished and attached to 
the Bureau of the Executive Secretary.

Furthermore, strict economy was recommended and has since been applied by 
the Administrative Bureau as regards Secretariat expenditure on equipment, office 
supplies, documents, receptions, etc.

It was also decided to combine in a single monthly publication the “Monthly 
Report” and the “Fortnightly Information Service” and to amalgamate the four 
League magazines in one :

“ The Red Cross World”  (quarterly)
“ International Health Bulletin”  (quarterly)
“ Information Bulletin for Red Cross Nurses” (quarterly)
“ The Co-ordinated Relief Bulletin” (monthly)

As from 1952, these four magazines have become a single quarterly publication 
entitled “The Red Cross World” (see Chapter 12 below).

O r g a n iz a t io n  of th e  L e a g u e  S e c r e t a r ia t

The execution of the League programme as specified in its general outlines by 
the Board of Governors is entrusted to the Secretary General appointed by that body. 
The General Secretariat of the League, at present consisting of about 75 persons of 
15 different nationalities, carries out under the direction of the Secretary General, 
the mandates entrusted to it by the Board of Governors.

Following the re-organization recommended by the Programme Commission, 
the Secretariat is now composed as follows :

Secretary General —  (Mr. B. de Rougé, French)
Under Secretary General —  (Mr. G. Milsom, French)
Executive Secretary —  (Mr. H. W. Dunning, American)

Under the supervision and control of the Secretariat’s Directorate, its work is 
carried out by the following technical Bureaux whose activities are co-ordinated 
by the Executive Secretary.

Bureau for the Organization and Development of National Societies —  This Bureau 
is at the disposal of national Societies to assist them in problems of organization, 
development and administration. The Bureau is directed by Mr. W. J. Phillips 
(British). Until July 1951 Mrs. E. Covel (American) was Assistant Director. 
As from that date, Prof. L. Ledermann (Swiss), former Head of the Office of Inter
national Relations, was appointed Assistant Director, dealing more particularly 
with relations with International Organizations. Miss K . L. Ahlmann-Ohlsen 
(Danish) acted as Assistant Director of the Bureau from 1st August 1951 to 1st 
February 1952 (see also Chapter 7, p. 38). On 1st January 1952, Mr. Jacques Montant 
(Swiss) former Assistant Director of the Relief Bureau, was appointed Assistant 
Director of the Organization Bureau. Mrs. E. Naville-Morcillo (Spanish), Assis
tant Director until 1st December 1950, was appointed Director-Delegate for Latin 
America.
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Relief Bureau ■—· The most important task of this Bureau is helping national 
Societies in their international relief operations. It is directed by Mr. E. Winsall 
(British).

Health Bureau — · The task of this Bureau is to assist national Societies in the 
exercise and improvement of their medico-social activities. The Director is Dr. G. 
Alsted (Danish) and Dr. Z. S. Hantchef (Bulgarian) is Assistant Director.

Nursing Bureau —  The aim of this Bureau is to assist national Societies in all 
matters relating to their nursing and nurses aid services. It is directed by Miss 
Y. Hentsch (Swiss) with Miss L. Petschnigg (Austrian) as Assistant Director.

Bureau of Information and Publications —  This Bureau is responsible for collecting 
and disseminating, by means of the principal channels of mass communication, 
information on Red Cross events and activities throughout the world and parti
cularly on the operations undertaken by national Societies in co-operation with 
their international federation. Following his appointment as League Delegate 
in Latin America, M r. F. G. Sigerist (American) was succeeded as Director of the 
Information Bureau by Mr. R. C. Dudrow (American). Miss A. Le Meitour 
(French) is Assistant Director.

Junior Red Cross Bureau —  This Bureau ensures liaison between the various 
national Junior Red Cross Sections and is ready to help them in all problems concern
ing the organization and development of their activities. Following the resignation 
of Miss K . Gepp (Australian) the post of Director of this Bureau was entrusted to 
Mr. Ch.-A. Schussele (Swiss) who is assisted by Miss G. Alberga (British).

The Finance Bureau of the League is directed by Miss M. L. Beaufour (French) 
while Mr. R. M. de Salis (Swiss) is in charge of the League Administrative Bureau.

A  table showing the organization of the League and its Secretariat follows.
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PART III

C H A P T E R  7

THE LEAGUES’ WORK FOR THE ORGANIZATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL RED CROSS SOCIETIES

On e  of the primary aims of the League, in accordance with its Constitution, is 
to encourage and facilitate at all times all forms of Red Cross action for the 

relief of suffering humanity. To this end, it acts as the permanent organ of liaison, 
organization and study between the Red Cross Societies, with a view to facilitating 
them in the exercise of their national and international activities. The work which 
will be described below is all connected with the League’s duties in execution of the 
constitutional provisions referred to above.

E stablish m en t  of N e w  R e d  C ross S ocieties

AN D TH E IR  ADM ISSION T O  TH E  L E A G U E

Article 6 of the Constitution instructs the League to encourage and promote in 
every country the establishment and development of a duly authorized, voluntary 
and independent Red Cross Society. Since 1948, the League —  through its 
Bureau for the Organization and Development of national Societies— has helped 
new national Red Cross Societies in connection with their establishment and has 
assisted others which desired admission. It will be remembered that the Syrian 
Red Crescent and the Philippine, Lebanese, Monacan and Pakistan Red Cross 
Societies were admitted to the League at Stockholm in 1948, by the Board of Gover
nors. In 1950, at its 21st Meeting, the Board admitted the Jordan Red Crescent 
and the Ethiopian and Indonesian Red Cross Societies. Thus there are now 
in all 68 member Societies of the League with over 100 million individual members, 
which is a striking demonstration of its prestige and of the vitality of the Red Cross 
throughout the world 1.

Apart from assisting the above mentioned Societies in connection with their 
establishment, admission to the League and recognition by the International 
Red Cross, the Organization Bureau has also assisted in the same connection the 
Afghan Red Crescent, and the Red Cross Societies of Ceylon, South Korea, Western 
Germany, Liberia and San Marino. It has furthermore made preliminary investiga
tions and taken steps with a view to the establishment of Red Cross Societies in Saudi 
Arabia, the United Kingdom of Libya and Viet Nam. Before long, it may therefore

1 See Annex 1 for the list of member Societies of the League, together with their indi
vidual membership.
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be hoped that every State throughout the world will have its Red Cross or Red 
Crescent Society and that all of them will be members of the League.

To maintain and strengthen the international relations between its 68 members, 
the League has chiefly had recourse to the three following means : international 
conferences, missions, study visits and scholarships.

I n t e r n a t io n a l  C onferences

Apart from the 21st Meeting of the Board of Governors, the bi-annual sessions 
of the Executive Committee (April and October 1949— M ay and October 1950) 
and those of the various League Commissions, the Secretariat has helped in organiz
ing the following international Red Cross meetings :

(a) Meeting of national Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the Middle East, participating 
in the League Relief Operation for Palestine refugees.

A  Conference was held in March 1950 in Damascus (Syria) of the Delegates of 
the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, the Lebanon, 
Syria and Turkey, for the discussion of problems connected with the relief operation 
for Palestine refugees (see Chapter 2). The League was represented by its Secretary 
General, Mr. de Rouge, and by its Commissioner for the Middle East, Mr. H.P.J. 
van Ketwich Verschuur.

(b) Meetings in connection with the Red Cross Society of Western Germany.
There was also a meeting in March 1950 at League Headquarters of the leaders 

of the Red Cross in Western Germany, which had just been re-established, and of the 
representatives of national Red Cross Societies working in Germany, with a view 
to finding ways and means of strengthening and assisting the new German Society. 
The Red Cross Societies of the following countries were represented at this confe
rence : Belgium, Denmark, France, Great Britain, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland and United States.

(c) International Meeting on Fund Raising Problems.
At the October 1949 session of the Executive Committee, the Norwegian Red 

Cross proposed that there should be a meeting of national Societies to discuss fund 
raising problems. As a result, the representatives of nine European national 
Societies (Austria, Belgium, Greece, Luxemburg, Monaco, Netherlands, Norway, 
Switzerland and Turkey) met on 15th, 16th and 17th February 1950, in Geneva, for 
an exchange of views. In addition, a representative of the American Red Cross, as 
well as various members of the League Secretariat, attended this meeting. The 
discussions proved extremely valuable and the Information Bureau subsequently 
issued a publication thereon, entitled : “Red Cross Fund Raising in Europe” .

(d) International Conference on the Problem of Refugees in Western Germany and Austria. 
In execution of resolution No. 5 of the 21st Meeting of the Board of Governors

at Monte Carlo, the League Secretariat, in cooperation with the German Red Cross, 
organized a Conference on the problem of Refugees in Western Germany and Austria. 
This Conference met in Hanover from 9th to 14th April 1951 and was attended by
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the national Red Cross Societies of the following countries : Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Brazil, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, Iceland, Italy, Nether
lands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Sweden, Switzerland and the United States. 
The International Committee of the Red Cross, U N ESCO , U N ICEF, and IRO , 
as well as the three High Commissioners were also represented, while Dr. G.A. 
Bohny, President of the Swiss Red Cross and Vice-Chairman of the League Board 
of Governors, presided over the Conference. The League Secretariat delegation 
was headed by the Secretary General and a full report was submitted to the Execu
tive Comittee in M ay 1951, which approved the recommendations of the Conference. 
Since then, a large number of national Societies has come to the relief of refugees in 
Germany and Austria. The practical results of the appeal addressed to national 
Societies following the Conference, and renewed at the end of September 1951, 
have been regularly reported in detail in the League’s “ Coordinated Relief Bulletin” .

(e) 6th Inter-American Red Cross Conference.
One of the most important Red Cross meetings held during the last four years, 

was certainly the 6th Inter-American Red Cross Conference, which assembled in 
Mexico during the first fortnight of October 1951. More national delegations 
were in attendance than at any preceding Inter-American Conference, 20 of the 
22 American Societies being represented : Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chili, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Salvador, United States, Uruguay and Vene
zuela. The discussions that took place once again bore evidence of the bonds which 
unite the national Red Cross Societies of the Americas to their international Federa
tion, the League of Red Cross Societies.

The Conference was attended by Judge Emil Sandstrom (Chairman of the Lea
gue Board of Governors) and a Delegation from the League Secretariat headed by 
Mr. B. de Rouge, Secretary General. Its debates covered both general and tech
nical Red Cross activities (Relief, Health, Nursing, Junior Red Cross), and the 
resolutions adopted are of great importance, not only for the work and organization 
of the national Societies of the Americas, but for that of all the Societies. Mr. James 
T . Nicholson, Executive Vice-President of the American Red Cross, whom the 
League Executive Committee had designated as its representative, reported to the 
latter (December 1951 session, Geneva) on the work of the Conference and submitted 
its recommendations, which were approved. The necessary action on these resolu
tions is being taken by the Secretariat of the League.

Just before the opening of this Conference, there was an International Seminar 
in Mexico on Red Cross Disaster Relief, the first of its type to have been convened 
by the Red Cross. Fifteen Latin American national Societies were in attendance 
at this meeting and the debates were directed by Mr. Maurice Reddy, national 
Assistant-Director of the Disaster Relief Services of the American Red Cross. The 
final text of the Statutes of the Inter-American Disaster Relief Commission was 
elaborated in the course of this Seminar, thus giving concrete form to the generous 
aims pursued for many years by Miss Alvarez Calderon, of the Peruvian Red Cross, 
with the untiring assistance of Dr. Fernandez Davila.

** *

Apart from their technical importance, these different international Conferences 
organized by or in cooperation with the League, have helped to strengthen the bonds
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between sister Societies and establish or renew valuable contacts, thus achieving 
one of the principal aims of the League which is to serve as a link between the Socie
ties.

M issions

Since the 17th International Red Cross Conference, members of the Secretariat 
have carried out missions in the following countries :

A fg h a n ista n .................... I Brought forward . . . . l 6 l
A rg e n tin a ........................ I I r e la n d ............................. 2
A u s t r ia ............................. 9 I s r a e l .................................
B elgium ............................. 8 I t a l y ................................ 14
B o l i v i a ............................ I J o r d a n ............................ 12
B r a z il................................ I Lebanon ............................ l6
Bulgaria ........................ I L u x e m b u r g .................... 3
Canada ............................ 2 M e x ic o ............................. 7
C h i l e ................................ 4 M o n aco ............................. 5
C o lo m b ia ........................ 2 N eth erlan d s..................... 13
C u b a ................................ 2 N o r w a y ............................. 4
Czechoslovakia................ 2 P a k i s t a n ......................... I
Denmark............................ 10 P an am a............................. 3
Dominican Republic . . I Peru..................................... 4
Ecuador ........................ 3 Portugal............................ 3
E g y p t ................................ 7 Salvador............................ I

Ethiopia........................ . . I San M a r in o .................... I

F in la n d ........................ . . 2 Saar (Territory of) . . . I

France ........................ . . 4 6 * S p a in ................................. 6
Germany........................ • ■ 19 S w e d e n ............................. 7
Great Britain . . . . . . 14 S w itz e rla n d .................... 5
G r e e c e ........................ II S y r i a ................................. I 0

Guatem ala.................... . . I T h a i la n d ........................ 2
H a i t i ............................ . . 2 T u r k e y ............................. 2
I n d i a ............................ . . 2 United States.................... 7
In d o n e sia .................... . . I U r u g u a y ........................ I

Iran ............................ • · 5 V en ezu ela ........................ I

Iraq ............................ . . 2 Yugoslavia........................ 4
Carried forward . . . ., . l 6 l Total 299

In this brief report, it would be impossible to describe the particular purposes 
of each of these missions. Their general object was, on the one hand, to strengthen 
the links between the national Societies and their international federation and, on 
the other, to give the former the benefit of the technical experience of the members

* The figure also includes League Delegates who attended meetings of International 
Organizations in Paris, such as UNESCO, etc., and, while in France, established contact 
with the leaders of the French Red Cross.
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of the Secretariat and to help them resolve individual problems connected with their 
organization or work.

The League Secretariat owes gratitude to the following national Societies who 
very kindly made field delegates available for the execution of important technical 
missions :

Sir John Newman Morris, then Chairman of the Australian Red Cross, and 
Mr. Howard Buchanan, ex Honorary Treasurer, visited the Siamese and Indonesian 
Red Cross Societies at the expense of the Canadian Red Cross.

Mr. Robert Colton, American Red Cross Expert in Fund Raising, visited the 
National Red Cross societies of the following countries :

Austria
Belgium
Denmark
France
Great Britain
Ireland

Luxemburg
Netherlands
Norway
Portugal
Switzerland

Miss Edith Olson, Advisor to the American Red Cross Nursing Service, visited 
the Siamese Red Cross.

Mr. W. de St. Aubin, of the American Red Cross, visited the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies in :

Ethiopia Syria
Iran Jordan
L ebanon

Mr. Paul Hyer, of the American Red Cross, visited the Afghan Red Crescent 
and the Pakistan and Indian Red Cross Societies.

Miss Alice Gillen, of the American Red Cross, acted as League Liaison Officer 
with the German Red Cross.

Miss V . Bamforth, of the British Red Cross, helped the Jordan Red Crescent 
to develop its organization and Mr. José J. Gomez de Rueda, Substitute Governor 
of the League, Mexican Red Cross, visited the Spanish Red Cross on behalf of the 
League.

It should also be mentioned that part of the expenses involved in the missions 
carried out by Mrs. Naville-Morcillo, Director Delegate for Latin American Affairs, 
was assumed by the Societies which benefited from her visit— Venezuela, Ecuador, 
Peru and Chile.

Mention should also be made that the salary and other expenses of Mr. Henry W. 
Dunning, Executive Secretary of the League are paid by the American Red Cross 
which similarly is bearing all of the travelling expenses (including per diem allow
ance) connected with Mr. Fred Sigerist’s two years assignment as the League’s 
delegate to Latin-America.

The British Red Cross was also good enough to place its Secretary, Mr. W.J. 
Phillips, at the disposal of the League Secretariat for a year, as Director of the Bureau 
for the Organization and Development of national Societies. Subsequently it 
gave permission to Mr. Phillips to accept the post of Director of this Bureau as a 
permanency and released him from his functions as Secretary of the British Red Cross.



The Secretary General of the League, who is always desirous of associating national 
Societies as closely as possible with the work of the Secretariat, arranged with the 
Danish Red Cross that Miss Ahlmann-Ohlsen, head of its International Relations 
Section, should spend six months (from ist August 1951 to 1st February 1952), 
as Assistant Director of the Bureau for Organization and Development of national 
Societies. Miss Ahlmann-Ohlsen’s valuable services to the League during this 
period, were keenly appreciated.
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V isitors R e c e iv e d  a t  L ea g u e  H e a d q u a r te r s

The average number of daily visitors to League Headquarters has been very 
high.

The following list shows the number of visitors from each country during the 
period which has elapsed between the Stockholm Conference and the end of February 
1952 :

A fg h a n ista n ........................  6
A rg e n tin a ............................. 2
Australia ............................. 24
A u s t r ia ................................. 20
B elgium ................................  24
B o l i v i a ................................  2
B r a z il....................................  14
Bulgaria ............................  1
B u r m a ................................  1
C a n a d a ................................. 16
Ceylon..................................... 3
C h i l e ..................................... 9
China ................................. 5
C o lo m b ia ............................  4
Costa Rica ........................  1
C u b a ..................................... 6
C zech o lo vak ia ....................  2
Denmark................................. 36
Ecuador ............................. 1
E g y p t ..................................... 3
Ethiopia................................  1
F in la n d ................................  4
Formosa................................  1
F r a n c e ................................  106
Germany................................  164
Great Britain ....................  48
G r e e c e ................................. 26
Guatem ala............................. 1
Hungary ............................. 1

Brought forward 532
I c e la n d ................................. 1
I n d i a ..................................... 15
In d o n e sia ............................. 7
Iran ..................................... 25
Iraq ..................................... 4
I r e la n d ................................. 5
I s r a e l ..................................... 4
I t a l y ..................................... 11
J a p a n ..................................... 17
J o r d a n ................................. 4
K o re a ..................................... 1
L ib e r i a ................................. 1
Liechtenstein........................  2
Luxemburg............................. 2
M e x ic o ................................. 9
M o n aco ................................. 2
N eth erlan ds......................... 25
New Z ealan d ........................  5
N icaragu a............................. 1
N o rw a y ................................. 20
Pakistan ............................. 10
P an am a.................................  2
Paraguay ............................. 1
Peru......................................... 2
Philippines Islands . . . .  3
Poland....................................  1
Portugal ............................  1
Rumania................................  1

C a rr ie d  fo rw ard  532 C a rried  fo rw ard  7 12
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Brought forward 712
Salvador.................................  2
South A f r ic a .........................  3
S p a in .....................................  4
S w e d e n .................................  27
S w itz e r la n d .........................  74
S y r i a .....................................  7
T h a i la n d .............................  6

Carried forward

Brought forward 835
T u r k e y ................................. 4
United States........................  igg
Uruguay ............................. 5
U S S R ..................................... 1
V en ezu e la ............................. 4
V ietnam ................................. 1
Yugoslavia............................. g

Total : 1,060

These figures do not take into account delegates attending meetings at League 
Headquarters or representatives of Governmental or non-Governmental organiza
tions taking part therein. Some 60 visitors from various countries belonging to 
international Organizations, such as W H O  and other specialized Agencies of the 
United Nations and to non-Governmental organizations such as the Y M C A , the 
Rockefeller Institute, etc., should be added to the above list.

Most of the visitors were members o f National Red Cross Societies, who thus were 
able to gain some insight into the activities of the Secretariat of their international 
federation.

They had the opportunity not only to familiarize themselves with the League’s 
work as a result of their studies in the technical Bureaux and to acquire a deeper 
knowledge of the tasks of the International Red Cross, but also to learn more of 
sister Societies’ activities through the data available at the Secretariat.

I n t e r n a t io n a l  S t u d y  V isit P rogram m e

The International Study Visit Programme for leading members of Red Cross 
Societies, not only enables them to gain experience and complete their training, 
but strengthens the links between the National Societies— whose number is cons
tantly increasing— which devote their efforts to the great work inaugurated by 
Henri Dunant. Beneficiaries of study visits are able by these missions, before 
establishing or re-organizing one or other basic Service in their Society, to study 
how it functions in another Society. Studies are mainly directed towards the follow
ing activities :

Organization and General Administration 
Nursing
Health (Blood transfusion)
Social Assistance 
Disaster Relief 
Junior Red Cross

Scholarships awarded during the last 4years —  The list below indicates the number of 
scholarships awarded since the Stockholm Conference :

American Red Cross to National Societies in the following countries :
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Australia...........................  i
A u s tr ia ...........................  3
Belgium .......................  1
B o liv ia ...........................  1
D e n m ark .................... 4
Ecuador........................ 2
France ........................ 3
G e rm a n y ......................  10

Great Britain................ 1
G r e e c e ........................ 2
I n d ia ...........................  2
Iran...............................  2
Iraq...............................  1
Isra e l............................ 1
I t a l y ...........................  2
Jap an ...........................  6

M e x ic o ........................ 1
N orw ay........................ 2
P e r u ............................ 3
Philippine Islands . . .  1
Sw ed en ........................ 2
Sw itzerland................ 4
T h a ila n d .................... 2

The American Red Cross also granted 9 study visits to members of the League 
Secretariat and 1 to the IC R C .

Canadian Red Cross— Most of the visitors to the American Red Cross had the pri
vilege of a study visit to the Canadian Red Cross.

British Red Cross to Swiss Red Cross ...................................................................  1
Danish Red Cross to Iranian Red Lion and Sun ..............................................  2
Danish Red Cross to Siamese Red C r o s s ............................................................... 1
Norwegian Red Cross to Iranian Red Lion and S u n ..........................................  2
Spanish Red Cross to Chilean Red C r o s s ...............................................................  1
Swedish Red Cross to Chilean Red C r o s s ...............................................................  1
Swiss Red Cross to Chilean Red C r o s s ...................................................................  1

The above figures include only scholarships awarded in consultation with the League.

E xtension  of th e  P rogram m e

The study visit system has now demonstrated its value and the national Societies 
have manifested the desire to extend it. The President of the Norwegian Red Cross 
gave voice to the need for this at Monte Carlo during the 21 st Meeting of the Board 
of Governors, when he appealed to national Societies, urging them to grant study 
visits to leaders of sister Societies insofar as their means permitted them to do so. 
This proposal, in which everyone present concurred, was the origin of the extension 
given in 1951 to the International Study Visit Programme, whose execution is 
coordinated by the League.

Its principles are based on the experience acquired in carrying out the general 
Study Visit Programme organized by the American Red Cross. The financial 
costs are divided between the Societies concerned : the donor Society covers all the 
expenses incurred by the stay in its country, while travelling costs are charged to the 
beneficiary, i.e. the national Society or the individual concerned.

The League Programme also offers the possibility to a donor Society, not only 
of providing opportunities for study in its own country, but also of supplying funds 
to enable a sister Society, which lacks the means but not the possibility, to receive 
and train study visitors. In certain cases also, donor Societies, whose countries 
neighbour one another, may cooperate in organizing a single study visit.

It should not be forgotten that before the Executive Committee decided to extend 
its Study Visit Programme, a programme of exchange visits had already existed for 
many years and various national Societies had organized exchange study visits of
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varying periods for their officials. It would, however, be difficult to give precise 
figures on these exchanges, as the Secretariat was not always informed of them, 
arrangements being made directly between the Societies.

The role of the League at the present time, as the centre for coordinating the new 
International Study Visit Programme, consists in collecting information relating 
to the scholarships available and in serving as an intermediary between the national 
Societies. At the end of each visit, candidates are invited to make a report, which 
is followed six months later by a second report on the practical results of their 
studies at the Headquarters of another Society. This enables the League and the 
donor Society to determine whether the training given to candidates was in every 
respect satisfactory.

A  new circular letter was sent to all the national Societies in March 1952 in 
connection with the extension of the Study Visit Programme for Red Cross officials. 
In December 1951, the Executive Committee of the League has examined the 
question of national Red Cross officers who, from time to time, go abroad not under 
the auspices of the Red Cross but as beneficiaries of scholarships granted by the 
United Nations, or its specialized agencies, or in connection with some national 
governmental or non-governmental programme. Such visits are not usually announ
ced to the League as they are not directly connected with its programme, but it 
sometimes happens that such visitors establish contact with the national Red Cross 
Society of the country in which they are staying, with a view to studying its activ
ities. Generally speaking, this does not give the national Red Cross Society time 
to organize a profitable programme and the visitor does not, from the Red Cross 
point of view, derive sufficient benefit from his visit. For this reason, it was proposed 
during the meetings of the Executive Committee, that when a scholarship is granted 
to an officer of a national Society under a non-Red Cross programme, his Society 
should send in detailed information to the League. The Secretariat would then be 
in a position to inform the national Society of the country visited, thus enabling it to 
prepare an organized programme in advance, taking into consideration the free time 
available to the visitor. In this way, apart from the possibilities which would be 
given to the visitor to improve his Red Cross knowledge in the course of another 
study visit, he would receive useful assistance in various respects from the National 
Society, which would give increased interest to his stay.

In the circular letter referred to above, the national Societies were requested to 
give the League information of visits abroad by their officers under the auspices of 
non-Red Cross organizations.

S t u d y  V isits to  t h e  L e a g u e  Se c r e t a r ia t

Certain visitors to the League make a detailed study of the organizational 
structure of the Secretariat during three or more days. They are then considered 
as study visitors. During the last four years, 86 such visitors have been received 
by the League, 59 of whom were given a per diem allowance corresponding to the 
budgetary credit for this purpose.

These study visits enable the officers of national Societies to gain insight, by 
direct study, into the work of their federation, the League, and that of the Interna
tional Red Cross in general, as a visit to the Headquarters of the International 
Committee is always arranged for them.
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O TH E R  A C T IV IT IE S

G u ide  f o r  N a t io n a l  R ed  C ross S ocieties on  t h e ir  R o le  as A u x ilia ries  of th e  
A r m y  M e d ic a l  a n d  C iv il  D efen ce  S ervices

The League Secretariat has compiled a guide on the rôle of national Red Cross 
(Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) Societies in the sphere of assistance to the medical 
and civil defence services of the armed forces in wartime, on the basis of replies received 
to a questionnaire sent to the national Societies. This document, which will be 
submitted to the Toronto Conference, was prepared in response to a request, in * 
October 1950, of the Programme Commission appointed by the Executive Com
mittee.

I n t e r n a t io n a l  M a n u a l  fo r  R ed  C ross V o lun teers

On the basis of documentation sent by the national Societies in reply to a ques
tionnaire, the League Secretariat has prepared a Volunteers’ Manual dealing with the 
recruitment, training and activities of Red Cross Volunteers.

E nquiries

In order to help national Societies in their problems of organization and develop
ment, the League Secretariat has, during the past four years, undertaken enquiries 
into the following subjects :

Costs of ambulance services;
Organization of national Societies ;
Reception, registration and distribution of Red Cross mail;
Organization of Red Cross Sections or Committees ;
Organization of Red Cross Reception Centres ;
Hospital picture libraries;
Exemption from duty for Red Cross gifts ;
Hospital libraries;
Red Cross medals and awards ;
Relations of Red Cross Societies with their Governments;
Financial dependence of Red Cross Societies vis-à-vis their respective national 

governments ;
Preparation of model Statutes for National Societies;
Government subsidies ;
Exemption from Customs duties.
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D issemination o f  t h e  G e n e v a  C o nven tions a n d  P r o te ctio n  
o f  t h e  E m blem

The four International Humanitarian Conventions of 12 August 1949, drawn 
up by the Geneva Diplomatic Conference in 1949, have so far been signed by 61 
nations and ratified by 16.

The League and the International Committee of the Red Cross were invited 
to take part in the Conference in the capacity of experts; and a report was sent by 
the former to the national Societies soon after it closed.

The two following recommendations concerning the Geneva Conventions were 
adopted by the League Executive Committee at its meeting in M ay 1950 :

(a) The League Secretariat was requested to give every assistance to the national 
Societies in informing their members and the general public of the provisions 
contained in the Conventions. Consequently, in cooperation with the Inter
national Committee of the Red Cross, it was arranged to send all national Red 
Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies an “Analysis for the use of 
Red Cross Societies” of the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949. This 
“Analysis”, which was prepared by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, was intended for officers of national Societies.

The League Secretariat, for its part, published two short booklets by 
Professor L. Ledermann, giving a brief summary of the essential features of the 
International Humanitarian Conventions. The first of these, entitled “The 
Geneva Humanitarian Conventions”, is for the use of volunteers, auxiliaries, 
nurses and other members of the Red Cross, while the second, “The Red Cross 
Protects You !”, is more for the general public.

Both were sent to the national Societies for distribution. Several Societies 
have reproduced them in their periodicals while others have had them translated 
into their national languages.

(b) In its second recommendation, the League Executive Committee asked the 
League Secretariat to draw the attention of the national Societies to a parti
cularly important aspect of the Conventions, namely the provisions concerning 
the abusive employment of the emblem.

The following measures have been taken to put this recommendation into effect :

(a) a circular letter was sent to all national Societies, drawing their attention to 
articles 44, 53 and 54 of the “ Sick and Wounded” Convention of 12 August 
1949, concerning the protection of the emblem and the suppression of the 
abusive employment thereof, and asking them to do their utmost to see that their 
national legislation was adapted, if this had not already been done, to these 
provisions ;

(b) The League Secretariat also sent all member Societies a short memorandum 
with instructions concerning the use of the Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion 
and Sun) emblem, in accordance with the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1 9 4 9 ;

(c) The League Secretariat also asked member Societies to send copies of the most 
recent decrees, laws and other legislative provisions in force in their respective



countries for the protection of the emblem and the prevention of its abusive 
employment. A  comparative study of these texts will enable the Secretariat, 
when requested, to advise national Societies on the legislative provisions which 
should be adopted to ensure the effective protection of the emblem.

The above measures show the importance attached by the League Secretariat 
to the widest possible dissemination of the provisions of the Geneva Conventions, 
and to the protection of the Red Cross (Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun) emblem 
with a view to suppressing its abusive employment.

— 44 —
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THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACTIVITIES OF THE LEAGUE

In public health, as in other spheres of Red Cross action, it has been the constant 
task of the League, in accordance with its Constitution, to act as the permanent 

organ of liaison, coordination and study between the national Red Cross Societies, 
with a view to assisting them in the organization and exercise of their activities, 
both national and international. Since the international medical conference held 
in Cannes in 1919, following which the League of Red Cross Societies was founded, 
one of the latter’s principal aims has always been “ to promote the welfare of mankind 
by furnishing a medium for bringing within the reach of all the peoples the benefits 
to be derived from present known facts and new contributions to science and medical 
knowledge and their application” . In its public health activities since 1919 the 
League has always held this aim in view.

As Red Cross medical action extends to practically every branch of public 
health, the action of the League, to be really effective, had to limit itself to certain 
clearly defined spheres. This limitation was suggested, first of all by a question of 
principle and then by questions of a practical nature. The guiding principle of the 
League in the sphere of public health being not to trespass on activities already 
undertaken by public or voluntary organizations; the activities most suited to the Red 
Cross are of a pioneer nature or else those whereby the Red Cross can fill in the gaps 
in national public health services. This very natural limitation in the Red Cross 
sphere of action found confirmation in Resolution No. 14 of the 21 st Meeting of the 
League Board of Governors (Monte Carlo, October 1950). To turn to the practical 
aspect of this limitation, the League Secretariat, in agreement with the Health 
Advisory Committee, by which it is constantly guided in its task, has established a 
certain number of priorities among the subjects to which it should pay particular 
attention. These are : First Aid and Accident Prevention, Blood Transfusion and 
Standardization of Transfusion Equipment, the Fight against Social Diseases 
(tuberculosis, venereal diseases, etc.), Mother and Child Welfare, Mental Health 
and Health Propaganda.

It is in this order that we shall deal with the principal public health activities 
of the League since the Stockholm Conference.1 The methods employed were 
correspondence with national Societies, missions to national Societies by members 
of the League Health Bureau, publications and League representation on the inter
national level.

1 For the League’s public health activities during its relief operation in Palestine and Korea, 
see Chapter 2 and 5.
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H EALTH  A D V IS O R Y  C O M M IT TE E

As we have already mentioned, the Secretariat of the League, in order to serve 
the interests of national Societies to the full, has constantly been guided in its public 
health activities by the Health Advisory Committee, which consists of 14 specialists 
in medical matters, elected by national Societies, together with 5 other highly 
qualified experts. Observers from other international organizations are invited 
to attend the session of this Committee; eminent scientists may be asked to address 
it and take part in its discussions. The composition of the Committee thus enables 
the League health programme to be subjected to a thorough scrutiny, both from the 
scientific and Red Cross standpoints. Since the Stockholm Conference it has met 
once, i.e. on the occasion of the 21st Meeting of the Board of Governors (Monte 
Carlo, October 1950) and took a certain number of important resolutions which 
were unanimously adopted by the Board.

F IR ST A ID  AND A C C ID E N T  P R E V E N T IO N

The League Health Bureau has kept national Societies constantly provided with 
extensive documentation on the manifold problems and aspects of First Aid and 
Accident Prevention (industrial accidents, road accidents, montain first aid, Water 
safety, etc.).

R o ad  A ccidents

As regards road accidents the Health Bureau has helped the national Societies 
more especially by supplying them with documents and information on the work 
of the “ Standing International Commission for Traffic, Safety and First Aid” 
(SOST) and of international organizations concerned with traffic problems.

At the meeting of the League Executive Committee in M ay 1950, as most of the 
problems dealt with by the SO ST had been satisfactorily solved in a great many 
countries, either by specialized organizations or by the Red Cross, it was decided 
that, henceforth, the assistance of this Commission would scarcely be required by 
countries willing to set up Highway First Aid Posts, and that it would no longer 
be necessary for it to meet in future, since these tasks had been taken over by the 
League Health Bureau.

It should also be mentioned that, for the preparation of the new International 
Convention on Road Traffic, the Transport Division of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe (ECE) held meetings, over the past 4 years, of working 
groups which examined questions relating to prevention and road safety, the problems 
of fixed and mobile first aid posts, and the employment of the Red Cross emblem. 
This work culminated in the World Road Conference (Geneva, September 1949), 
which adopted a new international code for traffic and road signs. The League 
Secretariat was constantly associated with the work of these committees and working
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groups through the Assistant Director of its Health Bureau, Dr. Hantchef. Follow
ing suggestions from the League and the Tourist Organizations, the ECE Transport 
Division also decided to study the problem of traffic accidents and their prevention. 
A Study Committee, on which the League is represented was set up for this purpose. 
The April-June 1951 number of the League’s International Health Bulletin was 
devoted to First Aid and the Prevention of Highway accidents.

M o u n t a in  F irst  A id Serv ices

As a result of the documentation published by the League Health Bureau in 
1947, some 10 national Societies have organized Mountain First Aid Services.

W a t e r  Sa f e t y

Documentation concerning swimming, life-saving and instruction in artificial 
respiration, has also been made available to national Societies by the League Secre
tariat.

A id  D etach m en ts

A certain number of national Societies are taking a special interest in the activ
ities of First Aid teams consisting chiefly of young people, usually former members 
of the Junior Red Cross. The League Secretariat has sent appropriate documenta
tion (in French, English and Arabic) on this subject to various Red Cross Societies, 
particularly those in the Near and Middle East following the mission to these coun
tries, carried out by Dr. Hantchef and Mr. Schusselé in 1950.

C o o rd in atio n  a n d  St a n d a r d iz a t io n  of E m e r g e n c y  R elief

In order to give practical effect to the resolution adopted by the League Executive 
Committee in October 1949, the League Secretariat, on the proposal of the French 
Red Cross, established a detailed questionnaire to Societies on the coordination 
and standardization of emergency relief. The League’s proposal inviting national 
Societies to establish bilateral agreements with neighbouring Societies for mutual 
assistance in the event of national disaster, in accordance with resolution No. 6 
of the 21 st Meeting of the Board of Governors (Monte Carlo, October 1950), met 
with a favorable reception. A  gratifying result of this proposal was the elaboration 
of the Statute of the Interamerican Coordination Commission for Disaster Relief 
(mentioned in another part o f this report, see page 35), on the occasion of the 6th 
Inter-American Red Cross Conference (Mexico, October 1951) and the International 
Seminar on Red Cross Disaster Relief which was held before the Conference.

In implementation of resolution No. 8 of the Qist Meeting of the Board of Gover
nors, the League Secretariat requested national Societies to contact the govern
mental authorities which, in their respective countries, work in liaison with the 
“ International organization for standardization” in regard to the international 
standardization of medical equipment.
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Moreover, by virtue of resolution No. 7 of the Board of Governors (Monte Carlo), 
the League and the IC R C  decided to revive the “Standing International Commis
sion for the Standardization of Medical Equipment” established by the 12th Inter
national Red Cross Conference (Geneva, 1927). This Commission which will 
henceforth be known as “The International Commission on Medical Equipment” 
is composed of representatives of the League and the IC R C , and four members 
chosen in a personal capacity by the IC R C  and the League from the Army Medical 
Services, the Civilian Services and the National Red Cross Societies. Its task will 
be to centralize all the information it can gather on the subject of medical equipment 
and more particularly on the results of measures taken for its standardization. The 
Commission met for the first time since 1939 on 22nd January 1952 in Geneva. 
The League was represented by Dr. S. Florelius, Secretary General of the Norwegian 
Red Cross, and by Dr. G. Alsted, Director of its Health Bureau.

BLO O D  TR AN SFU SIO N

The increasing importance which national Red Cross Societies ascribe to the 
problem of blood transfusion is reflected in the League’s work in this sphere, based 
on the resolutions adopted by the Board of Governors at Oxford 1946 and in Stock
holm 1948. The League’s activities are primarily directed towards two important 
problems : the development of the blood transfusion services of National Societies 
and the standardization of equipment.

D e v e l o p m e n t  of B lood  T ransfusion  S erv ices

The League Secretariat is in close touch with the national Societies on this 
subject and has sent them extensive data and documentation. In countries where 
blood transfusion is in process of organization, the League Secretariat has drawn 
the attention of the national Societies concerned to the advantages of establishing 
or at least of taking an active part in establishing such a service. All the national 
Societies have also been reminded of resolution No. 47 of the 17th Red Cross Confe
rence (Stockholm, 1948), which stresses the principle of the free donation of blood 
and the employment of voluntary unremunerated donors.

Thus, several national Societies have shown their interest in setting up blood 
transfusion services, particularly in Latin America and the Middle East; the League 
Secretariat has sought specialists in the organization and development of such 
services for two national Societies (Iran and the Philippines) while visits to transfu
sion and plasma production centres in Amsterdam, Berne, Geneva and Paris have 
been organized for doctors visiting Europe. Dr. Alsted, Director of the League 
Health Bureau was invited to Iran and Iraq to assist in the development of their 
blood transfusion services. The “ International Health Bulletin ” has devoted two 
special numbers (April-June 1949 and October-December 1951) to blood transfusion. 
Moreover, every number of the “Bulletin” has either contained articles on blood 
transfusion or information on the activities of the national Societies in this sphere.
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I n t e r n a t io n a l  A ctiv ities  an d  th e  St a n d a r d iz a t io n  of B lo od  T ransfusion

E quipm en t

International Blood Transfusion Society — This Society’s Permanent Bureau has taken 
note of the activities of the national Societies and the resolutions of the Board of 
Governors of the League (1946) and of the 17th International Red Cross Conference 
(1948) on blood transfusion. It recommended that there be close liaison with the 
League in order to coordinate blood transfusion study and research on the inter
national level and invited a League representative, namely Dr. Alsted, to belong 
to its Bureau. At the 3rd International Blood Transfusion Congress, which was 
held in Turin in 1948 (and concerning which a report was sent to the national 
Societies), the League was represented by Dr. Spaander (Netherlands Red Cross), 
while at the 4th International Congress (Lisbon, July 1951), its delegate was Dr. 
Alsted. On the occasion of the 4th Congress, the League was entrusted with the 
organization of the first Blood Transfusion Exhibition, showing the various types 
of blood transfusion equipment. At the League’s request, 18 national Societies 
took part in this Exhibition. Specialists from all parts of the world discussed impor
tant questions relating to the standardization of blood transfusion equipment, the 
protection of human blood, the recruitment of donors and various scientific and legal 
problems. A  special report on this Congress was prepared by the League Secre
tariat for the national Societies.

International Blood Transfusion “Days” (Amsterdam, April 1949) —  For the inau
guration of the new installations of the Central Blood Transfusion Administration, 
the Netherlands Red Cross invited several national Red Cross Societies, the Inter
national Blood Transfusion Society and Government representatives to take part 
in these “Days” . On this occasion, Dr. Z.S. Hantchef gave an account of the role 
of the Red Cross in blood tranfusion and various matters relating to the blood trans
fusion services, the recruitment of donors, legislation and standardisation of equip
ment were discussed.

The standardization of blood transfusion equipment —  Mindful of the urgent need for the 
standardization of blood transfusion equipment, the League Secretariat wrote to 
some 20 national Societies asking them for their opinion on this subject, and, in 
August 1950, held a regional meeting of experts in Paris to discuss the problem. 
Dr. Alsted, Director of the Health Bureau, represented the League at the Paris 
meeting and presided over the discussions on standardization. The standardization 
of blood transfusion equipment was also discussed at the Lisbon Congress, referred 
to above, and at an international meeting convoked by the International Standar
dization Organization in London in March 1952. Dr. Alsted represented the League 
on the latter occasion.

TH E FIG H T A G A IN ST SO C IA L  DISEASES 

F ig h t  a g a in st  T uberculosis

Realizing the increasing incidence of tuberculosis, particularly in underdeveloped 
countries, the League Secretariat has sought to coordinate the efforts of the Red 
Cross and other international organizations in the fight against this social disease
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on the national and international levels. This task has been facilitated by the 
Executive Committee’s adoption in October 1949 of a resolution authorizing the 
League to take part in the various international meetings of organizations concerned 
with the fight against tuberculosis. The principle of such joint meetings was also 
approved by the Executive Committee of the World Health Organization.

In the course of the first of these joint meetings, in January 1949 in Paris, at which 
Dr. Alsted represented the League, it was decided that the best way in which the 
Red Cross could take part in the fight against tuberculosis would be to set up model 
training centres in various countries in cooperation with the other organizations. 
These centres could serve at the same time for the training of medical and nursing 
staff. As a result of this proposal, the League Secretariat wrote to certain national 
Societies in the Middle East and Latin America, asking them for information on the 
possibilities of starting such centres in their respective countries. On the initiative 
of the League, the first of these centres was set up in Teheran (Iran) by the Iranian 
Red Lion and Sun, the Iranian Government and the World Health Organization. 
So far five national Societies (Australia, Canada, United States, Italy and Turkey) 
have supplied assistance to the Teheran anti-tuberculosis centre by sending either 
funds or equipment, while the Scandinavian Red Cross Societies have offered to 
finance a study visit to Scandinavia by two Iranian doctors.

In order to help the Siamese Red Cross to start an antituberculosis and BCG 
vaccination service, the League Secretariat arranged for a Siamese doctor to pay a 
study visit to Copenhagen.

In addition, the League was represented by Dr. Alsted at the World Health 
Organization Experts’ Committee on Tuberculosis held in July 1949 and at the 1 ith 
Conference of the International Union against Tuberculosis, with which the League 
maintains close contact, in September 1950 in Copenhagen.

F ig h t  a g a in st  t h e  V e n e r e a l  D iseases

To stimulate the antivenereal campaigns undertaken by the various Red Cross 
Societies and the specialized international bodies, the League Secretariat has collec
ted documentation for the national Societies and the International Union against 
Venereal Diseases and has also undertaken an enquiry as to the means of publicity 
employed, with particular reference to posters. The League was also represented 
by Dr. Hantchef at the General Assemblies of the International Union against the 
Venereal Diseases in Copenhagen and Rome. At the exhibition held on the occa
sion of the Zurich meeting (1950), there was a small stand showing the activities 
of the Red Cross Societies in this sphere.

F ig h t  a g a in st  R heumatism

As rheumatism has become a social scourge in certain countries, the League 
Secretariat, in accordance with the resolution adopted on this subject by the 20th 
Meeting of the Board of Governors (Oxford 1946), has striven to show national 
Societies the advisability of undertaking propaganda campaigns and the importance 
of taking measures in cooperation with the official Health services for the prophylaxis 
and early treatment of rheumatic complaints. A  special number of the League’s 
“ International Health Bulletin” was devoted to this important matter (No. 3, 1949).
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M O TH E R  AN D C H ILD  W ELFARE

The fight against children’s diseases— and this, of course, includes mother and 
child welfare— has always been one amongst the chief concerns of many national 
Societies. This is a complex problem which also concerns many national and inter
national non-Red Cross organizations. The League Secretariat has prepared a 
documentary report on the work achieved and still to be undertaken in this sphere 
by the international organizations and the national Red Cross Societies. This 
document, together with resolution No. 17 of the Monte Carlo Board of Governors 
on the same subject, has been distributed as widely as possible amongst the national 
Societies. In addition, a special number of the League International Health Bulletin 
(No. 3, 1950) dealt with mother and child welfare and the activities of the national 
Societies in this sphere. In conformity with the resolution of the Board of Governors 
just mentioned, on the international level, the League Health Bureau has main
tained constant contact with the Mother and Child Welfare Experts Committee of 
the World Health Organization, the W HO Specialized Section, the International 
Children’s Emergency Fund, the Social Affairs Division of the United Nations and the 
International Union for Child Welfare.

M EN TAL H EALTH

As war and economic difficulties have greatly increased the number of neur
otic patients, the problem of mental health has become increasingly urgent. New 
possibilities for contributing to the improvement of the health level of various 
countries are opening up in this sphere. The League Secretariat, in accordance 
with resolution No. 18 of the Monte Carlo Board of Governors, has striven to assist 
national Societies in this sphere, when they have requested it to do so. In accordance 
with the same Board of Governors resolution, the League Health Bureau is actively 
cooperating with the W H O Experts’ Committee in Mental Health, the Specialized 
Section of the W H O  and the World Federation for Mental health.

PU B LIC A TIO N S BY TH E  LEA G U E SE C R E T A R IA T  R E LA T IN G  
T O  PU BLIC FIEALTH

I n t e r n a t io n a l  H e a l t h  B u l l e t in  of t h e  L ea g u e

In order to carry out the suggestions of the Health Advisory Committee in 
Oxford in 1946 and at the medical meetings which took place on the occasion of the 
17th International Red Cross Conference in Stockholm, the League Secretariat, 
on 1st March 1949, started the publication— in French and English— of a quartely 
Bulletin entitled “ International Health Bulletin” . This publication has aimed at
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providing a survey of the most recent and original undertakings in the sphere of 
public health by national Red Gross Societies, and of the developments in medical 
science which are of the greatest interest to the Red Cross. While containing a 
large amount of medical documentation and describing worldwide Red Cross 
action in the sphere of public health, each number of the Bulletin has been devoted 
to a specific subject. Thus, No. 2, 1949, dealt with blood transfusion; No. 3 pri
marily with rheumatism and No. 4 with the medical side of the League’s relief 
operations on behalf of the Palestine refugees. In 1950, No. 1 dealt with the fight 
against tuberculosis; No. 2 with mental health; No. 3 with mother and child welfare 
and No. 4 with emergency first-aid. In 1951, No. 1 was mainly devoted to the 4th 
Session of the League’s Health Advisory Committee ; No. 2 dealth with first-aid and 
accident prevention; No. 3 with the role of the Red Cross in civilian defence and 
No. 4 (the last number) with problems of blood transfusion.

Following a decision taken by the League Executive Committee in December 
1951, the “ International Health Bulletin”, the “ Information Bulletin for Red 
Cross Nurses”, the “ Coordinated Relief Bulletin” and the “ Red Cross World” have 
been amalgamated, as from 1st January 1952, in a single publication entitled “The 
Red Cross World” . A  Section of this new quarterly review will be devoted to 
public health matters.

D ocuments P ublished  b y  t h e  L ea g u e  H e a l t h  B u r e a u  since 1948

The Health Bureau has also published documents on the following subjects :

Streptomycin and its Therapeutic Applications— The World Health Organiza
tion and the International Fight against Disease— International Mountain First- 
Aid Day— Third International Blood Transfusion Congress— The Postwar Incidence 
of Tuberculosis in Eastern Europe— Highway First-Aid Posts— Relations of the 
National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies with the Public Health Services 
(third edition)— The First World Health Assembly— The First International BCG 
Congress— International Blood Transfusion Days— Vocational Readaptation of 
the Tuberculous, etc.

S p e c ia l  P u blicatio n s  b y  t h e  H e a l t h  B u r ea u

The monograph by Dr. Z.S. Hantchef, Assistant Director of the League Health 
Bureau, on “Atomic Weapons, their Effects, Civil Defence, the Role of the Red Cross” which 
was published in the “ International Health Bulletin” (No. 4, 1950) and which was 
reissued as a separate publication, has been republished in whole or in part in 9 
countries and in 5 different languages. Owing to the number of requests received 
from national Societies, the League has published a second edition of this booklet, 
which has also been put on sale in Belgium and France by the national Societies 
of these countries. A  second article by the same author entitled “ Three medical 
aspects of Civil Defence, the Problem of Burns, Nursing Care, Organization of Hospitals” 
was published in the “ International Health Bulletin” in September 1951 and was 
very favourably received in many countries. The League Health Bureau has also 
cooperated in the preparation of a “ Guide for national Red Cross Societies on their 
Role as Auxiliaries of the Army Medical and Civil Defence Services” .
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R ELATIO N S W ITH  N ON-RED CRO SS IN TER N A TIO N A L 
O R G A N IZA TIO N S

During the past four years, the League Health Bureau has maintained constant 
contact with various Governmental and private international organizations, whose 
public health activities have a bearing on those of the Red Cross. These organiza
tions are :

World Health Organization; Food and Agriculture Organization; International 
Refugee Organization; International Labour Office; International Children’s 
Emergency Fund; Economic and Social Council; Economic Commission for Europe 
(Transport Section) ; Economic Commission for Asia (Transport Section) ; Economic 
Commission for Latin America (Transport Section) ; International Civil Aviation 
Organization; International Maritime Organization; International Tourism Asso
ciation; International Congress of Pedagogy; Standing International Committee 
for Military Medicine and Pharmacy; International Blood Transfusion Society; 
International Tourist Alliance; International Union for Road Transport; Inter
national Standardization Organization; International Campaign against Tuber
culosis; International Union against the Venereal Diseases; Standing International 
Commission for Traffic Safety and First-Aid; International Union against Tuber
culosis ; World Medical Association; World Federation for Mental Health.

A  detailed description of its relations with these organizations will be found in the 
Health Bureau’s Report to the Health Advisory Committee in Monte Carlo in 
October 1950; a similar report will be submitted to the Committee at its session in 
Toronto.

The League Health Bureau has regularly sent reports to the national Societies 
on the various international meetings at which it represented the League (see also 
Chapter 15).

M ISSIO N S

Since the last International Red Cross Conference, the Director and Assistant- 
Director of the Health Bureau have carried out missions to the national Societies 
of the following countries :

Dr. Alsted : Germany, Denmark, France, Greece, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Great Britain, 
Spain, Lebanon, Netherlands, Portugal, Monaco, Syria, Turkey.

Dr. H antchef: Belgium, France, Italy, Sweden, Netherlands, Luxemburg, Greece, 
Denmark, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Iraq, Iran, Egypt.



C H A P T E R  9

THE NURSING AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE ACTIVITIES OF
THE LEAGUE

Th e  League’s activities in this sphere are intended to provide assistance to national 
Societies in the following connections :

(a) Enrolment of an adequate number of nurses and nurses’ aids prepared to serve 
in time of war or public disaster as well as under normal conditions.

(b)Training of nurses and nurse’s aids (schools, post-basic courses). Cooperation 
in efforts to establish normal working conditions for nursing personnel.

( c) Dissemination of instruction in home nursing in all classes of Society.

To this end the League Secretariat has endeavoured :

(a) To assist national Societies in the organization of their trained nurses and nurse’s 
aids services.

(b) To provide national Societies with studies and reports on special aspects of 
Red Cross nursing.

(c) To provide, in a limited number of cases, translations of nursing text books.

( d) To send when requested, under certain conditions, field representatives to 
national Societies to offer expert advice.

(e) To arrange for study visists to League headquarters.
( f)  To organize study tours to enable nurses or nurse’s aids to perfect their know

ledge of one or other branch of nursing.
(g) To ensure the necessary medico-social assistance within the limits of the funds 

set aside for this purpose to nurses whose health has suffered as a result of the 
war.

The activities of national Societies vary greatly. This is as it should be, as it 
is for each Society to decide according to its own particular circumstances, the best 
manner in which it can contribute to the maintenance of public health and social 
welfare in its own country.

During the last four years, national Societies’ activities have shown the common 
characteristic of assuming a permanent nature and of an increasing tendency to 
incorporation in the general public health programme of each country. New 
responsibilities are laid on national Societies as a result and more personnel is 
required. They are therefore endeavouring to increase the number of their members 
and to enrol more nursing and medical personnel— professional and non-profes-
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sional, voluntary and remunerated— thus giving every opportunity to all who are 
anxious to serve the Red Cross.

The League Secretariat for its part has adapted its policy to these changing 
circumstances and tries to give each national Society whatever assistance it most 
needs.

M ISSION S

The missions carried out by the heads of the Nursing Bureau have been very 
valuable in strengthening links between national Societies and the League Secreta
riat as regards the nursing services and social welfare. These missions not only 
help national Societies to solve certain of their problems, but at the same time faci
litate the Secretariat’s work by the opportunity they give to gain greater insight into 
the activities of national Societies and the conditions under which their work is 
performed.

During the last four years, Miss Y . Hentsch, Director of the Nursing Bureau of 
the League, has visited the following national Societies on one or more occasions : 
Belgium (i), France (3), Great Britain (2), Greece (1), Iran (1), Italy (2), Jordan 
(1), Lebanon (1), Spain (1), Syria (1), Yugoslavia (1).

The visits made by Miss L. Petschnigg, Assistant Director of the Bureau, in 
connection with home nursing courses and lectures (of which further details will 
be found below) have also provided useful contacts.

N U RSIN G A D V IS O R Y  C O M M IT T E E

Since the last International Red Cross Conference, the Nursing Advisory 
Committee has met once, in M ay 1950, and will meet again in June 1952 in Geneva. 
The League Nursing Bureau which acts as the Secretariat to the Committee and 
whose task it is to execute the latter’s instructions has implemented both the recom
mendations of the Committee and the resolutions on nursing adopted by the 17th 
International Red Cross Conference.

H O M E N U R SIN G

Following a recommendation of the Nursing Advisory Committee at its gth 
Session, the League Secretariat has endeavoured during the last four years to pro
mote Home Nursing courses in national Societies in accordance with the most 
up-to-date teaching methods. To this end, a special Seminar devoted to Home 
Nursing was organized at League Headquarters in Geneva from 20th to 25th March 
1951, under the leadership of Miss L. Petschnigg, who holds an American Red Cross 
Home Nursing Instructor’s certificate awarded during her study visit to that Society 
in 1948. Four Swiss nurses and two French nurses attended this Seminar.



Subsequently, Miss Petschnigg visited various countries at the request of the 
national Societies and gave instructor’s courses and practical demonstrations of 
Home Nursing. This enabled her to train numerous Home Nursing Instructors 
who in turn pass on their knowledge to others under the auspices of their national 
Society. These courses have met with outstanding success in the following countries : 
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Iraq, Iran, Italy, Luxemburg, Saar, 
Switzerland. The Nursing Bureau has also published a handbook for instructors 
in French, German and Spanish, entitled “ Manuel pour l ’enseignement des Soins 
au Foyer” (Home Nursing Instructor’s Handbook). It has also translated the 
American Red Cross guide on this subject into French and German.

SCH O LA R SH IPS

The Nursing Bureau serves as intermediary between the national Red Gross 
and Red Crescent Societies, in cooperation with the Bureau of Organization and 
Development of national Societies, to facilitate the award of nursing scholarships.

ASSISTAN CE T O  NURSES IN  IL L  H EA LTH

By means of a special fund made available to the League Secretariat, it has 
been able to assist various nurses in ill health whose cases were brought to its attention 
by the national Societies. The Nursing Advisory Committee at its last meeting 
in Geneva in M ay 1950 considered that henceforth national Societies could deal 
with such cases themselves and recommended that the balance of the fund in ques
tion should in future be used for special cases such as those of nurses who are refugees.

R E LA T IO N S W ITH  IN T E R N A T IO N A L O R G A N IZA T IO N S IN TH E 
SPHERE O F N U R SIN G

Relations with international organizations concerned with nursing problems 
have enabled the Bureau to keep up to date with modern tendencies. Contacts 
have been maintained with the International Committee of the Red Cross, the 
International Council of Nurses, the Florence Nightingale International Foundation, 
the World Health Organization, the International Refugee Organization, the Inter
national Social Service Conference, the Social Affairs Department of the United 
Nations, etc., etc. A t the request of the World Health Organization, Miss Hentsch 
accepted to sit on the Expert Committee on Nursing. She also represents the League 
on the Board of Management of the International Florence Nightingale Founda
tion.

SO C IA L  ASSISTAN CE

In virtue of resolution 12 adopted by the Board of Governors at Monte Carlo 
in October 1950 and of the mandates given by the Programme and Finance Com
missions, the Secretariat requested M me E. Gillet, Technical Adviser of the French
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Red Cross and Vice-Chairman of the French Social Service Committee to make 
a survey of Red Cross social assistance activities. The main purpose of this study 
is to define the role played by or that could be played by the Red Cross and the 
type of cooperation which the League and its Secretariat should be able to give to 
national Red Cross Societies in respect of social service, and to define the League’s 
position vis-à-vis other international organizations dealing with social questions. 
The League Secretariat provided M me Gillet with documentation summarising 
the activities of over 20 national Societies, various historical works on the Red Cross 
and different texts supplied by international organizations interested in social ques
tions. Furthermore, it requested all the national Societies to send M me Gillet 
any useful supplementary details to complete the Secretariat data which was based 
on replies to a questionnaire addressed to them on 31st M ay 1949.

On her side, M me Gillet corresponded directly with the national Societies, 
many of which supplied her with voluminous and interesting documentation. 
She has collected and classified this data, which now constitutes valuable reference 
matter for the League Secretariat. Her report will be submitted to the 18th 
International Red Cross Conference.

The Nursing Bureau has been entrusted with liaison between the League Secre
tariat and the national Societies during the last four years as regards all social service 
matters. In this connection it has established contact with international organi
zations interested in these problems and has endeavoured to keep the national 
Societies informed of present tendencies. Furthermore, several officers of national 
Societies have been awarded scholarships for social assistance studies.

P U B LIC A TIO N S

Up to 1st January 1952 the League Secretariat issued a quarterly Information 
Bulletin for Red Cross Nurses in English, French, German and Spanish. Following a 
recommendation made by the Programme Commission and adopted by the Exe
cutive Committee this publication was suppressed at the end of 1951, from which 
date information relating to nursing and social assistance questions has appeared 
in the “Red Cross World”.

The Nursing Bureau drew up three reports for the 6th Inter-American Red 
Cross Conference on the following subjects “ Nursing” (report intended to serve as a 
basis for the discussions on nursing); “ Home Nursing” ; and “ Social Service” .

D O C U M E N T A T IO N  SER V ICE

The Bureau has maintained the fullest possible data on national and international 
nursing and social assistance activities. These files enable it to supply information 
requested by national Societies.
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THE LEAGUE’S ACTIVITIES IN THE SPHERE 
OF INTERNATIONAL RELIEF

One of the most important tasks of the League is to assist the national Societies 
in the development of their relief services and, when necessary, to co-ordinate 

international relief operations. The League has been particularly active in the 
second of these spheres since the last International Red Cross Conference, owing 
to the large number of natural disasters which have necessitated its intervention. 
It should moreover be noted that during this period there has been a notable change 
in Red Cross relief action, which is no longer of a general nature but is increasingly 
concerned with specific programmes, e.g., relief or assistance to refugees.1

The following list of the various League relief operations in cases of natural 
disaster during the past four years can give only an approximate idea of the many 
tasks which have fallen to it in this very important sphere of Red Cross work but, 
in its very reticence, this list is typical of the silent, dogged, difficult, yet effective 
relief work accomplished from day do day by the national Societies and their 
international Federation. Nevertheless, it should be noted that the operations 
which we shall deal with here and also the daily work of the League in the sphere 
of relief make it necessary :
(a) To keep in touch with relief requirements and send reports thereon to the 

national Societies by letter or through the League’s publications;
(b) To receive reports on shipments sent directly from one Society to another and 

to supervise these shipments in transit, if necessary;
(c) To ensure the reception of shipments in transit and their reforwarding, with the 

co-operation of the national Societies of the countries in which the embarkation 
ports are situated;

(d) To receive and store goods arriving at Geneva and to reforward them;
(e) To make purchases and despatch goods;
( f)  To obtain any import and export permits required;
(g) To contract the necessary insurances;
(h) To deal with claims concerning goods gone astray or lost in transit;
(i)  To demand receipts and distribution reports from the beneficiary Societies for 

the donor Societies;
(j)  To analyse foodstuffs, textiles and medicines;
(k) To make out the necessary accounts.

1 The League’s relief operations on behalf of refugees in general are dealt with in 
Chapter 4 of this Report, while the operation on behalf of the Palestine refugees is dealt with 
in Chapter 2.
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IN T E R N A T IO N A L  R E L IE F  O PER A TIO N S

Since the International Red Cross Conference at Stockholm, the League has 
taken part in the following international relief operations :

November 1948 Earthquake in Iran —  Medicaments were supplied by the League.

January 1949 Floods in Mexico — Material assistance estimated et approximately $25,000 
was supplied by the American Red Cross.

August 1949 Earthquake in Ecuador —  Donations were made by the national Societies of the 
following countries :

Argentina
Australia
Belgium
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba

Dominican Republic 
France
Great Britain
Guatemala
India
Ireland
Mexico
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Paraguay

Peru
Portugal
Salvador
Spain
Sweden
Union of South Africa 
United States 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 
Yugoslavia

The total value of the relief amounted to approximately $420,300.

October 1949 Floods in Guatemala — The national Societies of the following countries contri
buted gifts :

Brazil 
Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Ecuador

Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama

Salvador 
United States 
Venezuela

The total value of the gifts received was approximately $150,000.

November 1949 Typhoon in the Philippines —  Donor Societies :
Australia India Union of South Africa
Canada New Zealand United States
Chile Siam

The total value of the gifts received was estimated at approximately $20,000 

January 1950 Earthquake andfloods in Iran —  Donor Societies :
Pakistan Turkey

Contributions amounted to a total of approximately $10,000.

May 1950 Floods in Canada —  A  donation of $250,000 was made by the American Red 
Cross to assist the Canadian Red Cross in its relief operation.

May 1950 Mining Disaster in Mariemont, Belgium —  Assistance given by the Belgian Committee 
in Switzerland, through the intermediary of the League.
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May 1950 Earthquake in Cuzco, Peru —  On the occasion of this large-scale disaster, the national 
Societies of the following countries sent gifts :

Australia
Belgium
Bolivia
Canada
Chile

Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Ecuador 
Great Britain 
Guatemala

New Zealand 
Portugal
Union of South Africa 
United States

May 1951 Earthquake in El Salvador
Argentina : donated 100 blankets and 50 camp beds;
Canada : airmailed 2,500 blankets valued at $5,000;
Chile : sent three bales of blankets;
Colombia : sent 400 parcels of clothing, for men, women and children, worth 

$4;500j by air, and obtained a cash grant from the Colombian Government for the 
Salvadorean Red Cross;

Costa Rica : sent food and clothing by air;
Cuba : despatched by four aeroplanes a combined Cuban Red Cross and Army 

medical mission, under the direction of the Cuban Red Cross, equipped with drugs, 
clothing, blankets, tents and foodstuffs;

Denmark : airmailed 4,000 vials of anti-typhoid vaccine valued at approximately 
$3,000;

Dominican Republic : sent a consignment of penicillin, streptomycin and anti
tetanus vaccine;

France : cash gift of $300 from the Societys’ Branch in Martinique (West Indies);
Western Germany : was instrumental in co-operation with the Salvadorean 

Consulate General in Hambourg, in obtaining 47 parcels of medical supplies from 
local firms;

Guatemala : a medical team, including a doctor and nurses, equipped with 
ambulances, and a relief team under the leadership of the Society’s President were 
sent to Salvador. Large quantities of supplies, including drugs, foodstuffs and 
clothing were distributed, and a cash gift of $1,500 was forwarded to the Salvado
rean Red Cross.

Honduras donated 100 gr. of streptomycin, 2 million units of penicillin, 4,000 
tablets each of sulfadiazol and sulfaguanidin, and 2,000 tablets of sulfamerazine.

Mexico : the Mexican Red Cross made a collection for the earthquake victims.
New Zealand : the Hawke’s Bay Centre of this Society made a cash donation 

of £20 for relief work in Salvador.
Nicaragua : donated 11,670 lbs of foodstuffs and 500 garments, to a total value 

of 7,000 cordobas.
Paraguay : cash gift of $100.
Peru : airmailed 150 items of children’s woolen clothing.
United States —  four aircraft carrying medical supplies and blankets were sent 

to Salvador immediately after the disaster. The value of the blankets alone was 
more than $10,000.

Uruguay : the Uruguayan Red Cross immediately organized a public collection 
on behalf of the disaster victims with strong support from the press and radio and 
remitted $1,047.25 to the Salvadorean Red Cross.
Venezuela : with the assistance of the Government, the Venezuelan Red Cross
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immediately organised the despatch of 394 relief parcels to the disaster area by 
Venezuelan army aircraft.

To help the Salvadorean Red Cross in co-ordinating relief work and in ascer
taining further needs, Mr. Fred G. Sigerist, League Delegate to Latin America, 
was instructed to leave for El Salvador shortly after the earthquake.

The total value of donations received is estimated at approximately $100,000.

May 1951 Famine in the Asiatic Sub-Continent —  In response to the resolution, adopted by the 
Executive Committee in May 1951, assuring the Indian Red Cross that the League, 
through its member Societies, would do its utmost to help alleviate the sufferings of 
famine victims in that country, several national Societies sent gifts which may be 
classified as follows :

Gifts for India to a value of more than $219,500;
Gifts for Pakistan to a value of more than Sw. frs. 400,000;
Gifts for Burma to a value of more than Sw. frs. 400,000.
A  further resolution on behalf of famine victims in India, Pakistan, Iran and Bur

ma was adopted by the Executive Committee in December 1951 and the relief 
operation on behalf of these areas is continuing.

May 1951 Floods in Kansas and Missouri —  Following the floods which devastated Kansas 
and Missouri, the League Secretariat launched an appeal for toys for child vic
tims to the national Societies of the following countries .

Australia
Belgium
Canada
Chile
Denmark

France 
Great Britain 
Greece 
Italy 
Japan

New Zealand 
Norway 
Sweden 
Venezuela

This appeal was favourably received and, within a few weeks, several thousand 
toys had been sent to the American Red Cross for distribution to the children in 
the disaster areas.

August 1951 Hurricane in Jamaica —  Following a disastrous hurricane in Jamaica, it was 
decided to launch an appeal, in agreement with the British Red Cross, to the natio
nal Societies of the following countries :

Canada 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Cuba
Dominican Republic

Guatemala
Haiti
Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua

Panama 
Salvador 
United States 
Venezuela

Gifts in cash and in supplies were immediately sent to the disaster areas. Their 
value may be estimated at approximately $33,000.

September 1951 Cyclone in Martinique —  In agreement with the French Red Cross, the League 
Secretariat launched en appeal to the national Societies of the following countries :

Argentina
Bolivia
Brazil

Canada
Chile
Colombia

Costa Rica 
Cuba
Dominican Republic
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Ecuador Nicaragua Salvador
Guatemala Panama United States
Haiti Paraguay Uruguay
Honduras
Mexico

Peru Venezuela

October-November 1951 Floods in Italy —  Following the unusually severe floods which
devastated southern Italy, Sicily and Sardinia and, a few days later, Northern Italy,
the League owing to the magnitude of the disaster, addressed an appeal to the 
national Societies of the following countries :

Argentina Denmark Pakistan
Australia Dominican Republic Panama
Austria Ecuador Paraguay
Belgium Finland Peru
Burma France Philippines
Bolivia Germany Portugal
Brazil Great Britain Salvador
Japan Greece San Marino
Lebanon Guatemala Siam
Liechtenstein Honduras Spain
Luxemburg Iceland Sweden
Mexico India Switzerland
Monaco Indonesia Turkey
Netherlands Iran Union of South Africa
Canada Iraq United States
China Ireland Uruguay
Colombia New Zealand Venezuela
Costa Rica 
Cuba

Nicaragua
Norway

Yugoslavia

On this occasion, the response of the national Societies surpassed all expectations 
and the relief operation is still continuing. The relief sent amounts to more than 
S3,000,000.*

November 1951 Volcanic eruptions and typhoons in the Philippines —  Following the series of 
disasters in the Philippines in November 1951, the League Relief Bureau launched 
an appeal to the national Societies of the following countries :

Australia
Canada
China
Great Britain

India
Indonesia

Japan
New Zealand

Pakistan
Union of South Africa 
United States

* On 1 ith February 1952, the Secretariat held a meeting at League Headquarters of 
representatives of national Red Cross Societies which at that time still had large sums put 
aside for the Italian Red Cross. During this meeting, Dr. Minnucci, Director of the Italian 
Red Cross Foreign Affairs Department, informed the donor Societies of the needs still 
existing and these Societies had the opportunity of arranging among themselves the distri
bution of responsibility for the various forms of relief.
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Owing to the repeated eruptions of the Hibok-Hibok volcano, the entire popula
tion of Camiguin Island to the north of Mindanao had to be evacuated. In addi
tion, 2i provinces devastated by typhoons required immediate assistance. The 
sum of 185,000 was requested by the Philippines Red Cross exclusively for the pur
chase of foodstuffs. The majority of the national Societies to which the appeal 
was addressed responded favourably and a sum of approximately $37,800 was 
received.

November 1951 Request for wheat and flour for famine-stricken Greek rural inhabitants —  In 
November 1951 the Greek Red Cross presented the League with a report, intended 
for the Canadian Red Cross, on the desperate plight of the starving inhabitants of 
some 400 Greek villages. This report pointed out that the 1951 harvest had been very 
poor owing to a heavy rainfall and that the rural population was practically reduced 
to starvation. The Canadian Red Cross gave favourable consideration to the report 
and obtained from the Canadian Government about 10,000 tons of flour (value 
over one million dollars) on behalf of villages in Northern Greece. The distribu
tion of these food supplies has been entrusted to the Greek Red Cross in close co
operation with the Canadian Ambassador in Athens.

January 1952 Earthquake in Erzerum region - Turkey —  The Turkish Red Crescent, which was 
finding it difficult to meet the needs of the victims, asked the League to obtain, if 
possible, blankets and warm clothing for about 1,500 persons.

An appeal was therefore launched on 8, 9 and 10 January to the national Socie
ties of the following countries :

Belgium
Canada
Denmark
Egypt
France
Great Britain

India
Iran
Iraq
Lebanon
Netherlands
Norway

Pakistan 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
United States.

Eleven of these Societies contributed to the relief operation and their gifts in 
cash and supplies amounted to approximately $70,000.

February 1952 Avalanches in Yugoslavia —  Following the violent snowstorms and the series 
of avalanches which occurred in Slovenia at the end of February 1952, the Yugo
slav Red Cross asked the League (through the intermediary of the Yugoslav Minister 
in Berne and the Yugoslav Consul in Geneva) to obtain various drugs and medical 
supplies for it as quickly as possible. As assistance was urgently needed, the League 
immediately decided to make the Yugoslav Red Cross a gift of the supplies it requi
red for the assistance of the victims, and the Relief Bureau was asked to purchase 
supplies to the value of approximately $500.

In addition, two cases of cotton-wool, approximate value $120, were withdrawn 
from the Canadian Red Cross stocks in Geneva.

February 1952 Floods in Syria —  Following extensive floods caused by the overflowing of 
the rivers Khabour and Jaghjagh in Djezareh (Northern Syria), the Syrian Red 
Crescent asked the League for help. An appeal was immediately launched to the 
national Societies of the following countries :



Egypt Iran Sweden
France Iraq Turkey
Great Britain

Relief so far received (April 1952) may be estimated at approximately $1,800.

March 1952 Earthquake in Japan —  At the beginning of March, the League learnt from the 
press that an earthquake, followed by tidal waves and a number of fires had devas
tated the Japanese island of Hokkaido. In view of the extreme seriousness of this 
disaster, the League Secretariat, in sending a message of sympathy to the Japanese 
Red Cross, offered to appeal to the national Red Cross Societies on its behalf. In 
its reply, the Japanese Red Cross thanked the League and informed it that it would 
no doubt be able to deal with the situation without calling upon its sister Societies 
for help.

The New Zealand Red Cross spontaneously transferred the sum of £100 to the 
Japanese Red Cross, while the American Red Cross supplied $15,000 worth of 
relief material from its stocks in Yokohama *.
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PU BLICATIO N S

Until December 1951, the Relief Bureau issued a monthly publication, in 
French and English, entitled “ Co-ordinated Relief Bulletin”, whose purpose was to 
inform the national Societies :

(a) of the needs of sister Societies ;
(b) of disaster relief operations ;
(c) of international relief operations in aid of civilian populations, victims of 

international events (civilian victims in Korea, refugees throughout the 
world, repatriations).

The consecutive numbers of the “Bulletin” from October 1948 to January 1952 
contain details on all the League’s relief operations mentioned above.

The “ Co-ordinated Relief Bulletin” also included a monthly tabulated list of 
gifts from national Societies or transmitted through them to other national Societies.

As a result of a decision taken by the Executive Committee on the recommenda
tion of the Programme Committee, the “ Co-ordinated Relief Bulletin” will hence
forth be merged partly with the “ Monthly Report” and partly with the review 
“The Red Cross World” .

B ILA T E R A L AGREEM EN TS BETW EEN N A TIO N A L SO CIETIES OF 
N EIG H BO U R IN G  C O U N TR IE S F O R  M U T U A L  ASSISTAN CE IN TH E

E V EN T OF D ISASTER

In accordance with resolution No. 6 adopted by the 21st Meeting of the Board 
of Governors (Monte Carlo, October 1950), the League Secretariat has continued

* For relief operations on behalf of the civilian population in Korea, see Chapter 5; 
for relief operations undertaken jointly by the League and the ICR C and for the distribution 
of the income from the Empress Shoken Fund, see Chapter 13.
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to encourage the establishment of bilateral agreements between national Societies 
of neighbouring countries for mutual assistance in the event of disaster. Such 
agreements have already been made between the national Societies of Belgium and 
France, Belgium and the Netherlands, the United States and Canada. The national 
Societies of Switzerland and Austria also made a temporary agreement of this nature 
on the occasion of the devastating avalanches which affected both countries. More
over, from the correspondence which it has had with various Societies on this subject, 
the Secretariat expects that several new bilateral agreements now in preparation 
will shortly be put into effect.

In particular, the Costa Rican Red Cross has submitted a proposal to the League 
for regional assistance pacts in the event of national disaster. The plan was 
submitted by the Costa Rican Red Cross to the 6th Inter-American Red Cross 
Conference which was held in October 1951 in Mexico, and which decided to 
recommend to the national Societies represented at the Conference,

... “that they enter into bilateral and regional agreements of mutual assistance 
in case of disaster, which would strengthen the resources of the Red Cross and would 
contribute to the efficiency of the aid provided by a sister Society in a national emer
gency.”



CHAPTER I I

JUNIOR RED CROSS ACTIVITIES OF THE LEAGUE

The League has been constantly concerned from the very outset with the develop
ment and strengthening of Junior Red Cross action. This movement is a 

very living force in the service of the Red Cross ideal, which finds one of its most 
significant expressions therein. It is encouraging to note that, on the whole, the 
Junior Red Cross is continually on the upward trend. From the last figures avail
able to the League Secretariat, there would appear to be 41 million juniors in the 
world today, divided amongst 59 national Sections (which do not include the Sec
tion in Western Germany as this national Society is not yet a member of the League). 
These various national Sections of the Junior Red Cross may be classified in 3 cate
gories :

(a) well established Sections carrying out a great many activities;
(b) well established Sections with limited activities;
(c) Sections recently established or in process of organization.

The Secretariat, faithful to the constitutional tasks of the League, has not only 
encouraged and stimulated the activities of the Junior national Sections, but has 
more especially assisted in the establishment of new national Sections and helped 
those recently set up to organize and develop their work.

The purpose of this Chapter is to give a brief outline of the League’s Junior 
Red Cross’ work since the last International Red Cross Conference. It will be 
divided up into five parts, corresponding to the League’s functions in this sphere.

(a) Meetings of the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee;
(b) Development of the Junior Red Cross throughout the world;

—  Constitution of new national Sections and organization and development 
of those recently established;

—  General relations of the League with national Sections of the Junior Red 
Cross;

(c) Relations with international governmental or private organizations concerned 
with education and young people’s problems;

(d.) League Junior Red Cross publications;
( e) Other activities.
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M E ETIN G S O F TH E  J U N IO R  RED  CROSS A D V ISO R Y  C O M M ITTE E

Since the constitution of this Committee in 1946, the Junior Red Cross work of 
the League Secretariat has been based on its instructions and suggestions. Up to 
1949, the Committee was composed of representatives of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of the following countries : Belgium, Canada, Czechoslovakia, 
France, Great Britain, Panama, Sweden, Turkey, United States and USSR. In 
virtue of the new regulations adopted by the Executive Committee of the League 
in October 1949, three new Societies were invited to sit on the Committee, namely : 
Austria, India and Italy, and since the 21st Meeting of the Board of Governors in 
Monte Carlo in October 1950, the Committee has been composed of the following 
national Societies : Austria, Canada, Ecuador, France, Great Britain, India, Italy, 
Panama, Switzerland, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United States and Yugoslavia. 
U p to October 1950, Mr. James T. Nicholson, Executive Vice President of the 
American National Red Cross, was Chairman of the Committee, when Mr. W.J. 
Phillips, then Secretary of the British Red Cross, was elected as his successor. After 
M r. Phillips’ appointment as Director of the League Bureau for the Organization 
and Development of national Societies, as his new functions were incompatible with 
those of Chairman of the Advisory Committee, Mr. Nedim Abut, Director of the 
International Service of the Turkish Red Crescent Society was elected in his stead. 
The two Vice Chairmen of the Committee at the present time are Mr. Livingston 
Blair (American National Red Cross) and Dr. Yves J. Debrousse (French Red Cross). 
Furthermore, the Secretary General decided, to the satisfaction of the Committee, 
to request the cooperation of an eminent educational expert who could advise both 
the Committee and the Junior Red Cross Bureau. Mr. Louis Verniers, Director 
of Primary Education and Teacher Training in Belgium, and member of the Exe
cutive Committee of U N ESCO , was good enough to accept this office of Adviser 
to the League on problems relating to education and youth.

Since the last International Red Cross Conference, the Advisory Committee has 
met three times : October 1949 in Geneva, October 1950 in Monte Carlo during 
the 2 ist Meeting of the Board of Governors and December 1951 in Geneva. On 
each occasion, it made a series of recommendations to the Executive Committee and 
the Board of Governors. One of the main tasks of the Junior Red Cross Bureau has 
been to make arrangements for these meetings, prepare the necessary documents, 
perform the work in connection with the various sessions and subsequently execute 
the mandates entrusted to it by the Advisory Committee.

D E V E LO PM E N T O F TH E JU N IO R  RED CROSS T H R O U G H O U T  TH E
W O R LD

C on stitutio n  of N e w  N a t io n a l  Sectio n s  a n d  O r g a n iz a t io n  an d  D e v e lo pm en t  
of T hose R e c e n t l y  E stablish ed

Since 1948 the League Secretariat has had the satisfaction of assisting in the 
establishment of new Junior Red Cross Sections in Western Germany, Jordan, the 
Lebanon, Luxemburg and Syria, as well as in the re-organization of various Sections 
spread over the South American Continent.
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G e n e r a l  R e la tio n s  of th e  L e a g u e  w it h  N a t io n a l  Sections of th e  J unior

R ed  C ross

Since 1948, missions in the following countries have been carried out by Miss K. 
Gepp (Director of the Bureau up to November 1950) and Mr. Schussele (formerly 
Assistant Director and now Director) : Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Egypt, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Iraq, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Jordan, the 
Lebanon, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Turkey and Yugoslavia. 
Other members of the League Secretariat also have had the opportunity of discussing 
problems connected with the organization and activities of national Junior Red 
Cross Sections while on missions to various Societies.

In addition, Mr. Paul Hyer, who was placed at the League’s disposal by the 
American National Red Cross for a mission to the Pakistan and Indian Red Cross 
Societies, reviewed Junior Red Cross problems while in these countries, and Sir 
John Newman Morris and Mr. Howard Buchanan of the Australian Red Cross, 
while on a mission for the League to the Siamese and Indonesian Red Cross Societies, 
had similar opportunities.

Faithful to the threefold traditional programme of the Junior Red Cross, the 
League has devoted all its attention to the development of the national Sections’ 
activities in connection with Health, Service and International friendship.

Health Programme of the Junior Red Cross —  The peacetime health programme 
of the Red Cross has three main objectives : improvement of health, prevention of 
disease and alleviation of suffering.

The health programme of the Junior Red Cross constitutes the practical applica
tion of these three objectives in respect of children and young people. Its aim is 
to give them a sense of responsibility as regards their own health and that of those 
surrounding them, and at the same time to arouse their sympathetic interest in the 
health and well-being of children in other countries.

First aid, traffic accident prevention and home nursing courses are also included 
in the programme which is developing most satisfactorily in many countries and 
enables the Junior Red Cross to play an increasingly active role in the improvement 
of children’s and young people’s health.

There have been no important changes in the programme since 1948, but health 
education has become an integral part of the school curriculum in an ever larger 
number of countries and the Junior Red Cross facilitates the practical application 
of theoretical health rules. In this way, there is close cooperation between the Junior 
Red Cross and the authorities carrying out health work among children, Public 
Instruction Departments, doctors, nurses and, of course, the teachers themselves.

Since 1948, the League Secretariat has continued to publish, more especially 
in the “Junior Red Cross Newsletter”, information on the health work and achieve
ments of national Sections. It has drawn attention to booklets dealing with health 
problems and first aid, published by national Sections and recommended their 
exchange with sister Sections. Moreover, it has supplied considerable documenta
tion to the national Sections in process of organization (in particular in the Middle 
East and in South America) to enable them to develop their health programme. 
The Junior Red Cross Bureau has also played a part in promoting health in the action
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in aid of refugee children in Western Germany and Austria, which will be mentioned 
in detail later. This took the form of practical suggestions adapted to the moral 
and physical condition of these children and young people, for the establishment of 
homes, workshops and sewing rooms where they can acquire professional training 
in the most healthy surroundings possible.

In execution of a mandate entrusting it with the care of young people leaving 
the Junior Red Cross to become members of the adult Red Cross (see page 73), 
the Junior Red Cross Bureau has made a careful study of the activities which should 
be suggested to them. Here again, the programme chiefly relates to questions of 
health, first aid and home nursing.

The Executive Committee of the League and the Junior Red Cross Advisory 
Committee also attentively considered a resolution passed in November 1950 by the 
Conference of International Youth Organizations (which met under the auspices 
of UN ESCO), requesting the League to take action for the protection of the health 
of young people and students. On the proposal of the Advisory Committee, this 
resolution has been referred to the Health Advisory Committee, which is to meet in 
Toronto during the 18th International Red Cross Conference.

International Service Programme of the Junior Red Cross —  In October 1949, the 
Executive Committee of the League adopted a resolution by the Junior Red Cross 
Advisory Committee recommending that “ the possibility of joint activity of all 
Junior Red Cross Sections for the benefit of children in need should be studied” . 
The Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League was instructed to keep the national 
Societies informed in cases when it would be desirable to carry out such action.

Following this recommendation, precise data relating to the needs of children in 
certain parts of the world was collected and published to enable the Junior Sections 
to include them in their service programme. Subsequently, many Sections, more 
especially those in Australia, Belgium, Canada, Great Britain, Ireland, Luxemburg, 
New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Union of South Africa and the United States, 
made generous contributions in aid of national Junior Red Cross Sections in other 
countries in the form of school equipment, foodstuffs, clothing and material. The 
young refugees in Western Germany and Austria, children in India and young 
victims of the war in Korea, have in particular benefited from such assistance. 
W e cannot give a full list here of these innumerable gestures of service, which will 
be found in the “ Coordinated Relief Bulletin” issued until December 1951 by the 
Relief Bureau. The most important actions have been moreover reported in the 
various numbers of the “Junior Red Cross Newsletter” . In addition, appeals have 
been published in the “Junior Red Cross Newsletter” in respect of small-scale schemes 
for Sections with limited resources, with encouraging results.

More generally, it may be said that these international service actions are cons
tantly on the increase and that, thanks to the Junior Red Cross, thousands of children 
have received comfort.

Junior Red Cross International Friendship Programmes —  Under the system of inter
national school correspondence, 4,098 albums were exchanged in 1948, 4,319 *n 
1949 and 4,288 in 1950.

Several technical circulars on this subject have been sent by the Secretariat to 
the national Sections and the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee made practical 
suggestions at its meeting in December 1951 with a view to stimulating the exchange 
of albutns.
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An international exchange of Juniors’ art work, in particular paintings, was 
arranged for the first time in 1948 on the proposal of the American Junior Red Cross. 
It met with an enthusiastic reception and the scheme is developing most satisfacto
rily.

At the present time 24 national Sections are taking part in such exchanges and 
school art work now finds an important place in most of the exhibitions organized 
by Junior Red Cross Sections. The Italian Junior Red Cross, for instance, orga
nized a highly successful international school art exhibition in Rome in M ay and 
June 1951, to which more than 40 countries sent exhibits.

The international school music programme was also launched on the suggestion 
of the American Junior Red Cross during the school year 1948-49 and consists in 
an exchange of records made in schools. Up to date, the American Junior Red 
Cross has sent such albums to 19 countries and some of the national Sections have 
in turn sent records to the United States, according to their financial resources.

R E L A T IO N S W ITH  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  G O V E R N M E N TA L O R  PR IV A TE  
O R G A N IZA T IO N S CO N CERN ED  W IT H  E D U C A TIO N  AND Y O U N G

PEO PLE’S PROBLEM S

According to the provisions of the League Constitution, which stipulates that 
the League is the official representative of the national Red Cross Societies on the 
international level, in matters which have formed the subject of resolutions by the 
Board of Governors, the Secretariat has availed itself of every opportunity in the 
Junior Red Cross sphere (as in all other Red Cross spheres of action), to express 
the opinion of the governing bodies of the League on young people’s and educational 
problems, and to represent the Junior Red Cross and propagate its ideals. To this 
end, close relations have been maintained with international governmental and 
private organizations concerned with the above matters, and more especially with 
the U N ESCO , which has admitted the League to consultative status with it. As a 
result of this status (accepted by the Executive Committee of the League in April 
1949 and adopted by the Board of Governors in October 1950), League observers 
have attended U N ESCO  Conferences and League delegates have taken part in 
meetings of its various working parties, where they have been able to express the 
Junior Red Cross viewpoint. Thus the League cooperated, under the auspices of 
U N ESCO, with the Temporary International Council for Educational Rehabilita
tion (TICER) until its liquidation, with the Committee for Individual Exchanges 
and in the Conferences of International Youth Organizations (see also chapter 15). 
At such conferences, the Secretariat has been able to establish contact with the 
following international organizations concerned with young people’s problems :

Boy Scouts International Bureau; International Association for the Exchange of 
Students for Technical Experience; International Federation of Free Trade Unions; 
International Federation of Organizations for School Correspondence and Exchange; 
International Movement of Catholic Students; International Federation of Musical 
Youth; International Student Movement for the United Nations; International 
Union of Socialist Youth; International Union of Students; International Voluntary 
Service for Peace; International Youth Hostel Federation; World Assembly of 
Youth; World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts; World Federation of
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Catholic Young Women and Girls; World Federation of Democratic Youth; World 
Friendship Federation; W orld Student Christian Federation; World Union of 
Jewish Students; World University Service; World Alliance of Young Mens’ Christian 
Associations; World Young Womens’ Christian Association; Young Christian 
Workers.

In addition, the League has continued to maintain constant relations with the 
International Bureau of Education and the International Union for Child Welfare.

L E A G U E  J U N IO R  RED CRO SS PU BLICATIO N S

“J u n io r  R ed  C ross N e w sl et t er ”

On the proposal of the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee, the Board of 
Governors indicated, at its Meeting in Monte Carlo, that one of the first tasks of the 
Junior Red Cross Bureau should be the dissemination of information on the Junior 
Red Cross movement throughout the world. The Junior Red Cross Bureau has 
therefore devoted its efforts to the improvement of the form and content of the 
“  Junior Red Cross Newsletter” and has incorporated therein the material previously 
included in “ Material for Editors of Junior Red Cross Magazines” and the “ Inter
national School Correspondence Bulletin” which were abolished respectively in 
1949 and 1948. Furthermore, on the recommendation of the Junior Red Cross 
Advisory Committee, the Executive Committee, at its meeting in December 1951, 
passed a special resolution requesting that the “Newsletter” be printed in four lan
guages and appear 8 times a year.

Each issue includes : an editorial; a section entitled “World Outlook”, reporting 
on the activities of international organizations which have established relations with 
the Junior Red Cross; an article on some characteristic activity of the Junior Red 
Cross; an article describing the organization and work of some particular national 
Section; brief news-items on national Sections; international activities of the Junior 
Red Cross; news of the Junior Red Cross Bureau and a “Letterbox” . In addition, 
there are two pages of photographs.

A t the present time, the following number of copies, based on orders from national 
Sections, is published : English edition ; 1,000— French edition : 1,200— German 
edition : 1,300— Spanish edition : 500.

The national Sections continue to give a warm reception to this publication and 
have repeatedly stressed its value to them.

O t h e r  P u blicatio n s

“Junior Red Cross Handbook” —  The Junior Red Cross Bureau drew up a technical 
publication for the Inter-American Red Cross Conference (Mexico, October 1951), 
entitled : “Junior Red Cross Handbook”, specially adapted to the needs of national 
Sections in Latin America, and published in English and Spanish. For the same 
Conference it also prepared a very full survey of all the recommendations of the 
Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee since its establishment.
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“Making Friends through the Junior Red Cross” —  In 1949 the Junior Red Cross 
Bureau issued this special publication concerning international School correspon
dence, which aroused keen interest.

“ Articles for Young People on the Geneva Conventions” —  Miss K . Gepp, ex-Director 
of the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League, wrote— at the request of the American 
Red Cross— a series of four articles on the Geneva Conventions for Juniors and young 
people in general. These articles, which are illustrated, appeared in English, 
French, Spanish and German and were distributed to all the national Sections of the 
Junior Red Cross; the magazines of the national Sections in the following countries 
have reproduced them : Canada, Great Britain, Greece, India, Indonesia, Ireland, 
Italy, New Zealand, Philippines, Union of South Africa and the United States, and 
the Red Cross Societies in Western Germany and Austria gave them wide publicity.

O TH E R  A C T IV IT IE S  

I n t e r n a t io n a l  J u n io r  R ed  C ross E xhibitions

Exhibitions, which are an excellent medium for making known the activities and 
achievements of Juniors throughout the world, have met with ever greater success. 
The Junior Red Cross Bureau has repeatedly been asked to help in their organization 
and has served as connecting link between the national Sections and the organizing 
Section, apart from making available material in its possession. Thus there have 
been exhibitions in Austria, Ireland, Japan, Norway and Siam, as well as the School 
Art exhibition in Rome in M ay and June 1951 (see page 70), to which the Bureau 
gave its very special attention. It also arranged for a mobile Junior Red Cross 
Exhibition in Latin America, which has already visited Cuba and Mexico. In the 
latter country, the Exhibition was held at the time of the Inter-American Red Cross 
Conference. Finally, the Bureau has given all possible assistance to the Canadian 
Junior Red Cross in its arrangements for the International School Art Exhibition, 
which it is organizing for the International Red Cross Conference in Toronto.

It should be stressed that on the occasion of each of these Exhibitions, the natio
nal Junior Red Cross Sections have generally responded spontaneously and in the 
most satisfactory manner.

Various national Sections have moreover carried out the suggestion made by 
the League Secretariat that they keep a stock of exhibition material at their head
quarters.

There is in addition a permanent Junior Exhibition at League Headquarters, 
including school correspondence albums, paintings and drawings by Juniors, posters, 
technical publications and magazines of National Sections, which has received many 
important visitors.

C o o rd in atio n  of I n t e r n a t io n a l  V isits a n d  M eetin gs  of J u n io r  R ed  C ross

L ead er s  a n d  J uniors

The League Secretariat has frequently helped Junior Red Cross Sections in 
organizing and coordinating meetings or international visits grouping leaders 
or Juniors. In 1949, for instance, representatives of the national Sections of
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Belgium, Denmark, Great Britain, Luxemburg, Norway, Netherlands and Sweden 
met in Copenhagen to study the question of exchange visits between Juniors. One 
of the results of this meeting, which was convened on the suggestion of the Danish 
Junior Red Cross Section, was an invitation by eleven European Sections to 20 mem
bers of the American Junior Red Cross, as an expression of gratitude for relief sent 
to European children since the end of the war. The Junior Red Cross Bureau 
made the necessary arrangements in this connection and on 23d July 1950, twenty 
American Juniors arrived in Geneva. These boys and girls spent a week at League 
Headquarters, studying the organization and work of the International Red Cross 
and of other international organizations in Geneva. They then visited the Swiss 
Red Cross after which they split up into three groups to visit the national Junior 
Sections in Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Western Germany, Great 
Britain, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway and Sweden. The League 
Secretariat started preparations for this visit six months beforehand, coordinating 
the itinerary and programmes and taking all the necessary steps with the travel 
agencies, etc., thus serving as an intermediary between the host Societies.

On the initiative of the Netherlands Junior Red Cross, a meeting of Leaders of 
national Sections was held in 1950 at the Hague, and in February 1951, the same 
leaders met in Great Britain. On the latter occasion they decided to organize two 
international Junior Red Cross Centres for the summer of 1951. The first was in 
Woudschoten (Netherlands) under the auspices of the Netherlands Junior Red Cross, 
and 78 Juniors from the following countries took part : Austria, Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Norway and 
Sweden. Mr. Schussele, Director of the Junior Red Cross Bureau, also attended. 
The second Centre was at Barnett Hill (Great Britain), under the auspices of the 
British Red Cross, and was attended by 37 Juniors from the national Sections of the 
following countries : Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, Ireland, 
Netherlands, Norway, Sweden and Yugoslavia.

A  representative from each delegation at the Woudschoten Centre was invited by 
the League Secretariat to pay a week’s study visit to its Headquarters in Geneva; 
several leaders, accompanied the Juniors, who were also received by the Swiss Red 
Cross.

A t its meeting in December 1951, the Junior Red Cross Advisory Committee, 
after a careful study of the reports on these various meetings, made recommendations 
with a view to perfecting their organization and obtaining maximum results.

C ommission fo r  Y oung  P e o p l e  o v e r  18

A t its session, in October 1949, the Executive Committee of the League 
decided to set up a temporary Commission to study the problem of Red Cross 
relations with young people of over 18, whose mandate came to an end at the 
time of the 21st Meeting of the Board of Governors. Although this question 
does not come within the competence of the Junior Red Cross, the League Junior 
Red Cross Bureau took on all the Secretariat’s duties in connection with this Com
mission and prepared its meetings.

In December 1951, the Executive Committee of the League passed a resolution 
under whose terms the Junior Red Cross Bureau of the League will henceforth have 
the moral responsibility of providing adequate liaison between young people leaving 
the Junior Red Cross and entering the adult Societies.



C H A P T E R  I 2

THE LEAGUE’S ACTIVITIES IN THE SPHERE OF 
INFORMATION AND PUBLICATIONS

“The only possible way is to turn to the public. It is inevitable, it will always 
be inevitable, for it is through the cooperation of the public that we can expect to 
attain the desired goal. The imploring appeal must, therefore, be made to men 
of all countries and of all classes, to the mighty ones of this world, and to the poorest 
workman : for all can, in one way or another, each in his own sphere and within 
his own limitations, do something to help the good work forward.”

“A Memory of Solferino’''

THE words above, which Henri Dunant wrote nearly a century ago, are applicable 
today more than ever. In fact, it is recognized that, to have the indis

pensable cooperation stressed by the founder of the Red Cross, the public must be 
kept constantly informed of Red Cross action, and particularly informed in detail 
of the way in which its contributions are being employed. The Red Cross is, for 
this purpose, duty-bound, therefore, to utilize fully the means of mass communica
tions at its disposal with the maximum effectiveness, as well as to establish efficient 
information services which function, not on a sporadic basis, e.g. on the occasion of 
the annual Red Cross “Day” or “Week” , but the year round.

Following up resolution No 3 of the 16th International Red Cross Conference 
(London, 1938) which expressed the hope that the League would “ continue to be 
a source of inspiration as well as an effective information center for the Red Cross 
Societies”, the League has striven to give its member Societies, within the measure 
of its possibilities, full support and assistance in this connection. Its efforts in this 
field have included the supplying to Societies of :

(a) documentation for publications and the press, emphasizing the international 
aspect of Red Cross work which takes on increasing importance each year ;

(b) material for radio broadcasts, including encouraging exchanges of broadcast
ing scripts, and organization of international and/or regional broadcasts;

(c) visual information material— films, photographs, exhibition material, posters, 
etc.— which has proved successful.

The other main aim of the League in the sphere of information is to help national 
Societies to increase their membership and their financial resources and thus to encour
age them to develop their information and publicity services. This second aim 
is dealt with under the heading : “ Propaganda for Fund Raising and Recruitment 
of Red Cross Members” .
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M ETH O D S O F IN F O R M A T IO N  ON RED CRO SS A C T IO N  
T H R O U G H O U T  TH E W O RLD

P u blicatio n s

Periodicals —  Up to ist January 1952, the League Secretariat had edited the 
following periodicals :

—  “The Red Cross World” (quarterly; English, French, Spanish);
—  “The International Health Bulletin” (quarterly; English, French);
—  “The Information Bulletin for Red Cross Nurses” (quarterly; English, French, 

Spanish, German);
—  “Coordinated Relief Bulletin” (monthly; English, French);
—  “Junior Red Cross Newsletter” (monthly; English, French, Spanish, German);
—  “ Monthly Report of the League Secretariat” and “Information Service to national 

Red Cross Societies” 1 (twice a month; English, French, Spanish).

As mentioned elsewhere, the League Executive Committee, on the proposal of 
its Programme Commission, decided to amalgamate, as from ist January 1952, 
“The Red Cross World”, the “ International Health Bulletin”, the “ Information 
Bulletin for Red Cross Nurses” and the “ Coordinated Relief Bulletin” into a single 
quarterly publication entitled “ The Red Cross World” . This new review, which 
is designed to give an over-all picture of Red Cross action, appears in English, 
French and Spanish, and consists of 40 pages, illustrated, including the following 
sections : disaster relief, public health, nursing care, social service and Junior Red 
Cross.

In addition to serving as the official organ of the League, “The Red Cross World” 
is a source of material (articles and photographs) which national Societies can use 
in their own magazines.

Other publications —  Since the 17th International Red Cross Conference at Stock
holm, the League Information and Publications Bureau has published the following 
works :

—  “How the League of Red Cross Societies Can Help You” (1948; English);
—  “The Role of National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in Wartime” 

(1949; English, French, Spanish);
—  “Handbook of the League” (1949; English, French);
—  “Film Library Catalogue” (also a supplement); (1949, 1950; English, French, 

Spanish);
—  “The Geneva Humanitarian Conventions of 12 August 1949— their principal 

provisions” , by Professor L.L. Ledermann (1950; English, French, Spanish);
—  “Report of the Relief Operation in behalf of the Palestine Refugees” (1950; 

English, French);

1 In August 1951, the “Information Service for national Societies” was consolidated with 
the “ Monthly Report of the League Secretariat” .

I
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—  “A  Guide to Fund Raising” by Royal C. Agne (1950. second edition; English, 
French, Spanish);

—  “Catalogue of League Publications” (also a supplement) (1950, 1951; English);
—  “Red Gross Fund Raising in Europe” by Henry W. Dunning (1950; English, 

French, Spanish);
—  “The International Organization of the Red Cross” by Professor L.L. Ledermann 

(1951; English, French, Spanish);
—  “The League of Red Cross Societies— Its Foundation— Organization— Pro

gramme” (1951; second edition; English, French, Spanish);
—  “Red Cross Publicity” by Fred G. Sigerist (1951; English, French, Spanish);
—  “The Red Cross Protects You”— What Everyone Should Know About the 

International Red Cross Conventions” by Professor L.L. Ledermann (1951; 
English, French, Spanish).

Special Reports —  At the request of national Societies and non-Red Cross orga
nizations, the League Information and Publications Bureau has compiled special 
reports on the following subjects :

—  Publications relating to the international and legal aspects of the Red Cross 
and to the life and work of Henri Dunant;

—  International Red Cross Conferences;
—  The role of women in the Red Cross;
—  League relations with the United Nations.

To collect the documentation required for these publications and reports, 
together with League periodicals, the Information Bureau has, during the past 
four years, surveyed some 6,400 Red Cross and non-Red Cross publications, in 14 
languages.

P ress

The press is one of the most effective and lesser expensive means of reaching the 
public at large and the League Secretariat frequently calls on the international 
press to spread knowledge of Red Cross work.

Thus, 154 press releases concerning the activities of the member Societies of the 
League were issued during the past four years. So that they may have the largest 
possible distribution, the League forwards to its member Societies those press releases 
dealing with actions and events, of particularly wide interest— disaster relief appeals, 
meetings of the Board of Governors and the Executive Committee, regional confe
rences, etc. Press releases on questions of common interest, are issued jointly with 
the International Committee.

In addition, press conferences have been held during the period by League 
officers at Geneva, Beirut, Damascus, Monte Carlo, Hanover, Mexico, etc., on the 
occasion of international Red Cross meetings.

Finally, two special information missions were carried out by the League Secre
tariat, one to the Near East (Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria) in March-April 1950, 
and another to India during September-October, 1951. The Director of the Infor 
mation Bureau in these instances arranged for the preparation of special editorial 
and photographic material for the international press and donor Societies, in con-
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nection with, respectively, the Red Cross relief operations for the Palestine Arab 
refugees, and for famine-stricken populations of India.

R adio

This vital means of public information has been widely employed by the League 
Secretariat whose activities in the field have considerably increased; the number 
of broadcasts undertaken by the League has tripled, increasing from 25 in the years 
1946-1948 to 88 in 1950-1952.

These programmes consist o f :

—  weekly broadcasts of short news items;
—  bi-monthly broadcasts in the Radio Geneva “Towards a Better World” and the 

“Chronicle of International Institutions” series;
—  special broadcasts, particularly interviews, on the occasion of international 

Red Cross meetings or visits to the headquarters of officers of national Societies.

Special mention should be made of the international hook-ups which have been 
arranged since 1950 on the occasion o f “ International Red Cross Day” 8th May, 
in conjunction with the International Committee of the Red Cross and Radio 
Geneva; the 1951 broadcast was relayed by the transmitters of 15 European and 
Middle Eastern countries, to an audience estimated at nine million listeners. Also 
in conjunction with the IC R C , the League has sent national Societies recordings of 
the New Year messages of the President of the IC R C  and the Chairman of the League 
Board of Governors, and in December 1951, launched a bi-monthly series of French- 
language broadcasts on the action of “The Red Cross throughout the World”, for 
French-speaking Switzerland.

As well as preparing these programmes, the League has distributed the texts of 
selected broadcasts to national Societies and has encouraged the organization of 
international and/or regional boadcasts.

V isu al  I n fo rm atio n

All forms of visual information— films, exhibitions, photographs, posters, etc.—  
which have the advantage of stricking the imagination of the public, are increasing
ly being used as publicity material. The League has therefore striven to help its 
member Societies to develop their services in this sphere and, in accordance with the 
recommendation of the Programme Commission, to extend its own action as regards 
visual information.

Films — Thanks to the generosity of 17 member Societies 1 and several non-Red 
Cross organizations, the number of 16-mm and 35-mm films available at the League

1 Those of the following countries : Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, India, 
Indonesia, Italy, Japan, The Netherlands, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tur
key, United States of America, U.S.S.R.

I
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film library (often in several copies) has grown from 61 in 1948. to 123 in 1950, and 
166 in March 1952. This increase of 170% has enabled the League Secretariat 
to further develop its loan service and to make 372 films available to national 
Societies between August 1948 and March 1952.

Furthermore, the American Red Cross presented the League library with a 
total of 720 copies of 16-mm films, valued at over $100,000, for distribution as gifts 
to national Societies. To date, 263 of these films have been given to 27 national 
Societies.

Owing to the increased importance of films as a means of Red Cross propaganda 
and in order to assist the Latin American Societies in this sphere, the League has had 
several films “dubbed”, or sub-titled, in Spanish. The Spanish Red Cross has 
kindly arranged for the “ dubbing” of five English-speaking films in Spanish, the 
actual work being carried out free of charge by the CIFESA firm of Madrid. The 
necessary raw film was supplied by the American Red Cross, which also lent the 
negatives. A  Canadian Red Cross film, also with English sound, has been sub
titled in Spanish by the League.

The American Red Cross kindly undertook the cutting and final preparation 
of the colour film made by the League Fligh Commissioner’s Office in the Middle 
East, showing the relief operation for the Palestine refugees.

Mention should be made that the League Secretariat has supplied film material 
for “ Geneva, International Center”, a special documentary being produced in several 
languages by the Genevese authorities, for world-wide distribution, through the 
United Nations, at the end of 1952.

Finally, the Secretariat has presented 15 national Societies with 16-mm. film 
projectors, gifts of the American Red Cross. Value of this equipment was approx
imately $6,000.

Exhibitions of Red Cross Work — The League Secretariat lent assistance in a number 
of instances to national Societies planning exhibitions, and made photographs, 
posters, stamps, medals, publications, etc., available to the Danish, Ethiopian, 
French, Indonesian, Japanese and South African Red Cross Societies and to the 
Turkish Red Crescent, among others, in this connection. In addition, the League 
Secretariat arranged for a certain number of exhibitions on the general work of the 
Red Cross or on special subjects such as “ Mother and Child Welfare” and “Relief 
to Palestine Refugees” . Exhibitions were held on the following occasions :

—■ United Nations Day, 23rd October 1949;
—  6th International Pediatrics Congress, Zurich, Switzerland, 21st July— 3rd 

August 1950;
—  21 st session of the Board of Governors, Monte Carlo, 16th— 21st October 1950;
—  International Health Exhibition, Cologne, Germany, 23rd June— 14th August 

I95U
—  First World Blood Transfusion Exhibition, Lisbon, Portugal, 23rd— 29th July 

I95U
—  6th Inter-American Red Cross Conference, Mexico, 1st— 15th October 1951;
—  United Nations Day, 24th October 1951;
—  Commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the Japanese Red Cross, Tokyo, 

2nd— 14th May 1952.
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In addition, a permanent exhibition of Red Cross medals, badges and stamps 
has been established at League Headquarters.

Photographs —  As a result of the trend towards greater use of photographic mate
rial in periodicals and at exhibitions, the League Secretariat has re-organized its 
Photo Service and is encouraging exchanges of photographs illustrating the most 
characterictic Red Cross activities. Since the Stockholm Conference, the Secre
tariat has received and sent out 2,800 photographs from 63 national Societies.

Posters —  Posters are a highly valuable form of propaganda emphasizing as they 
do the universality of the Red Cross and the extraordinary variety of the activities 
of the national Societies. The League Secretariat strives continually therefore to 
assure the widest possible exchange of such documentation, both for its value as a 
source of inspiration for national Societies and for exhibitions. During the past 
two years, for example, the League Secretariat has received and sent out 2,700 
posters of 35 national Societies.

The first international catalogue of Red Cross posters was established by the 
League in 1951; the Secretariat’s poster collection, which consists of 692 specimens 
published by 45 Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and Sun Societies, was classified 
by country and by subject, and miniature photographic reproductions of each poster 
mounted in catalogues. Two sets of the catalogues are at present in circulation 
among national Societies, one in Europe and the other in Latin America. In 
addition, the League Secretariat has published 170 posters in Arabic for the Jordan 
Red Crescent.

Red Cross Philately —  To meet the increasing interest of national Societies in 
philately— which is not only an excellent means of Red Cross propaganda capable 
of reaching the public, but a source of revenue not to be overlooked— the League 
Secretariat has undertaken the assembling of a complete collection of all Red Cross 
postage stamps which have been issued. The publication of a catalogue of these 
stamps is now under way, and in this connection the League Secretariat is in touch 
with an international group of experts in Red Cross philately.

Articles on philatelic matters are published regularly in the League’s official 
organ “The Red Cross World”, and documentation is supplied to certain Societies 
wishing to interest their governments in the issue of Red Cross stamps.

Miscellaneous — The League Secretariat arranged for the manufacture of emblems 
for the national Societies of Iran, Panama and Venezuela, and busts of Henri 
Dunant for the Cuban and Venezuelan Red Cross Societies.

C om m em oration  of “ I n t e r n a t io n a l  R ed  C ross D a y ” 8th  m a y

This commemorative day, which was instituted by the League in 1948, has now 
become a truly universal commemoration and was celebrated in 1951 by three- 
quarters of the League’s member Societies (See Chapter 1).
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PRO PAGAN D A FO R  FUND R A ISIN G  AND R E C R U IT M E N T  
OF RED CRO SS M EMBERS

The technical assistance in fund-raising and membership recruitment supplied 
in 1947-48 to several European Societies through two experts made available to the 
League by the American Red Cross— Messrs Robert J. Colton and Royal C. Agne—  
bore fruit during the period.

The very encouraging results— to cite one of the striking examples : The Nether
lands Red Cross has increased its income by 400% during the 1948-51 period— have 
encouraged the League to organize other technical missions in this sphere. Thus, 
Mr. Fred G. Sigerist, then Director of the Information Bureau, went in December 
1949 to Germany and in June 1950 to Lebanon, Iran, Jordan and Syria and is now 
striving, during his mission to the Latin American Societies, to assist them in orga
nizing their fund-raising campaign. Mr. Ralph C. Dudrow, Jr., present Director of 
the Information Bureau, visited the Egyptian Red Crescent in October 1951 and 
prepared a plan for the organization of that Society’s fund-raising campaign in 
!952·

In October 1949, on proposal of the Norwegian Red Cross, the League Executive 
Committee authorized the holding by the League Secretariat of a meeting for the 
study of technical fund-raising matters. This meeting took place in Geneva, 
15th-17th February 1950, with experts present from the national Societies of the 
following countries : Austria, Belgium, Greece, Luxemburg, Monaco, The Nether
lands, Norway, Switzerland and Turkey. The undertaking was highly successful 
and the League hopes that further such technical meetings may be held in the near 
future.

Finally, in 1951, the League Secretariat published a guide entitled “Red Cross 
Publicity” to assist national Societies in their propaganda work. Following the 
resolution adopted by the 6th Inter-American Red Cross Conference in Mexico, 
recommending :

“ that, for the efficient planning of Red Cross publicity, each national Society
organize an Information and Publications Bureau”, 

the Secretariat is preparing a documentation which will be of assistance to the 
Latin American Societies in the organization and/or development of such services.

L e a g u e  Stam p

It will be recalled that as a result of the decision of the 18th Meeting of the Board 
of Governors at Oxford in 1946, the League Secretariat was authorized to issue a 
League stamp to be supplied to member Societies on request. This stamp, which 
is in effect a “receipt” to be affixed to individual membership cards, represents a 
small payment in addition to regular annual subscriptions. Its purpose is to faci
litate national Societies in the payment of their contributions by associating each 
of their members with this payment; at the same time it serves as a means of making 
the international federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies better known 
throughout the world.

The first such League stamp, issued in 1947, was replaced in 1950 by a new 
design which was chosen, following a competition sponsored by the League Junior



Red Cross Bureau, from among designs submitted by Junior Red Cross Sections 
of Austria, Belgium, France, Great Britain, Greece, Pakistan, Poland and Turkey. 
The jury selected a design submitted by a Greek Junior.

Since 1948, the Secretariat has supplied stamps to the following member Socie
ties :

—  8 1  —

Belgium : 750,000 
Chile : 100,000 
France : 1,500,000

Greece : 100,000 
Iran : 30,000
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COOPERATION OF THE LEAGUE WITH THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS

The cooperation between the League and the International Committee of the 
Red Cross provided for in the Statutes of the International Red Cross has 

developed during the past four years in conformity with the following resolution 
adopted by the 17th International Red Cross Conference, 1948, on the strengthen
ing of the constitutive bodies of the International Red Cross :

“The 17th International Red Cross Conference,
recommends that one of the two members representing the International Com

mittee of the Red Cross and one of the two members representing the League of Red 
Cross Societies on the Standing Commission of the International Red Cross Confe
rence be always respectively the President of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the League of Red 
Cross Societies,

considers that it is the function of the Standing Commission of the International 
Red Cross Conference, acting in the spirit of Article 1 of the Statutes of the Inter
national Red Cross during the periods between the meetings of the International 
Conference, to coordinate and harmonize the work of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross and that of the League of Red Cross Societies,

recommends that the Standing Commission meet regularly at least twice a year, 
that its activities be not confined to arbitrating differences arising from interpretation 
of the Statutes and to making preparation for the next International Conference, 
but that, in order to carry out in the period between the Conferences the latter’s 
functions of co-ordinating and harmonising the work of the National Societies, of 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and of the League of Red Cross 
Societies, the Standing Commission examine if necessary all questions common 
to these two latter bodies and which demand their co-operation, and take such 
measures as the circumstances may demand, subject to their being subsequently 
referred to the next International Conference. Notwithstanding, it shall be clearly 
understood that the right of initiative, in their respective fields of activity, of the 
different bodies of the International Red Cross shall, in all cases, be strictly safe
guarded. Any questions brought to the knowledge of the Standing Commission, 
or raised in the monthly meetings to be held from now on in Geneva between the 
officers of the Secretariats of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the 
League of Red Cross Societies, and any matters resulting from world events, may be 
laid before the Standing Commission,

recommends that the Standing Commission authorize the three Presidents, 
who are among its members, i.e. the Chairman of the Standing Commission itself,
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the President of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the Chairman of 
the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies, or, failing them, 
deputies already appointed by each of them, to consult or meet in cases of emergency, 
to take whatever measures may be required. In any case, the Presidents should 
meet at least once between the bi-annual sessions of the Standing Commission and, 
furthermore, meet or consult whenever one of them shall make a request to this 
effect. The officers of the Secretariats of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies, who confer every month in Geneva, 
shall act as secretaries to the Presidents’ meeting and shall submit to it all questions, 
apart from those resulting from outside events, which may have been examined by 
them jointly, or brought up by any National Society. The Presidents shall report 
on the measures which they may have been led to take to the following meeting of 
the Standing Commission,

considers that it is for the Standing Commission itself which, in accordance with 
its Statutes, shall fix its own procedure, to decide as to the creation of the post of 
Secretary of the Standing Commission.”

In accordance with the letter and the spirit of this resolution, the League and 
International Committee of the Red Cross have maintained close and constant 
contact of a most friendly nature.

M eetings of t h e  “ T h r e e  P r esid en ts” a n d  M o n t h l y  M eetin gs  of R epr ese n ta
tives of t h e  L e a g u e  a n d  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  C om m ittee  of th e  R ed  C ross

Since the Stockholm Conference, representatives of both organizations have 
met each month to discuss problems o f common concern. Numerous questions 
have been reviewed in this manner, and resolved in perfect harmony and to the best 
interests of the International Red Cross. The President of the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross and the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the League 
have also met regularly with the Chairman of the Standing Commission of the 
International Red Cross Conference between the bi-annual sessions of the latter. On 
these occasions, they have been able to settle the most important matters of joint 
interest, to examine questions submitted to them by the League and the International 
Committee, and to decide which should be referred to the Standing Commission.

R evision  of th e  S t a t u t e s  of th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  R ed C ross a n d  th e  B y e -L aw s 
of t h e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  R ed  C ross C o n feren ce

In October 1950, the discussions in the Standing Commission led it to consider 
the important question of the revision of the Statutes of the International Red Cross 
and the Bye-Laws of the International Red Cross Conference. This revision was 
entrusted to a Sub-Commission whose conclusions, which were drawn up in close 
cooperation with the two International Red Cross Organizations, will be laid before 
the 18th International Red Cross Conference.
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A greem en t  b et w e e n  th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  C ommittee of th e  R ed  C ross a n d  th e

L ea g u e  of R ed  C ross S o cieties  D efin in g  th eir  R e sp ec t iv e  A u t h o r it y

The study of the basic texts of the International Red Cross also led to the establish
ment of an Agreement between the League and the International Committee defin
ing their respective authority and eliminating any overlapping in activities. This 
Agreement was unanimously approved by the Executive Committee of the League 
in December 1951 in Geneva and signed immediately afterwards, by the represen
tatives of the League and of the International Committee. It still has to be ratified 
by the Board of Governors of the League in Toronto and by the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross.

R e l ie f  A ctio n  in  A id of P a le stin ia n  R efugees

The present report has already described this important relief action (see Chap
ter 2). Although the League and the International Committee worked in diffe
rent areas, there was constant and excellent cooperation between the League teams 
and those of the International Committee, more especially in the coordination of 
relief distributions, warehousing, administrative matters and decisions on important 
details. This cooperation facilitated the solution of many difficulties and con
tributed to the satisfactory results achieved in this humanitarian operation carried 
out by the two Organizations.

R e p a t r ia t io n  of G r e e k  C h ild ren

The League and the International Committee of the Red Cross agreed to under
take this work together, and have constantly cooperated therein. This is an exam
ple of joint action between the two International Red Cross Organizations, in which 
they have united their efforts to solve a problem whose importance from the huma
nitarian standpoint is obvious, although their efforts have not yet produced all the 
results which might legitimately have been anticipated. (See also Chapter 3.)

E mpress S h o ken  F und

The Empress Shoken Fund is an endowment fund whose income is intended to 
encourage Red Cross “relief work in time of peace”, more especially in the fight 
against contagious diseases and in aiding disaster victims. It is administered by a 
Joint Commission composed of three representatives of the League of Red Cross 
Societies and three members of the International Committee of the Red Cross. 
A  detailed report on the administration of this Fund and the distribution of its 
income will be submitted to the 18th International Red Cross Conference by the 
League and the International Committee.

The following national Societies have benefited from grants :
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April 1949
Indian Red C r o s s ..................... Sw. fr. 3,000 for aid to the victims of floods
Iranian Red Lion and Sun . , ” 4,000 for the establishment of day- 

nurseries
Uruguayan Red Cross . . . , ” 5»ooo for that Society’s Blood Trans

fusion Service
April 1950

Danish Red C r o s s ................. ” 2,000 towards the establishment of 
a rest home for mothers and 
children

Italian Red C r o s s ................ ” 3.000 for equipment for its Blood 
Transfusion Service

Siamese Red C ross................. ” 4,000 for its Blood Transfusion Ser
vice

Yugoslav Red Cross . . . . ” 4,000 for its anti-tuberculosis cam
paign

February 1991
Belgian Red C ro s s ................ Sw. fr. 2,000 for the equipment of its coastal 

relief posts.
Ethiopian Red Cross . . . ” 5.000 for its nursing school
Irish Red C r o s s ................ ” 3.000 for relief to paralytics
Iranian Red Lion and Sun . ” 3.000 for its tuberculosis work

March 1952
South African Red Cross . . Sw. fr. 5,000 for the development of first 

aid posts in the Transvaal 
and for the Windhoek 
Maternity Hospital

Greek Red C r o s s ................ ” 2,000 for a Public Health and Social 
Centre attached to its 
nursing school

Norwegian Red Cross. . . . ” 4,000 for the organization of moun
tain relief

Netherlands Red Cross . . . ” 2,000 for corneal transplantation
work

J o in t  P u b lic a tio n

The two organizations have jointly prepared a new edition (the 9th) of the 
“ International Red Cross Handbook”, which is a collection of basic texts of interest 
to the Red Cross as a whole. It is divided into three sections :

(a) International Conventions relating to the Red Cross ;
(b) Statutes and Regulations relating to the International Red Cross;
( c) The most important resolutions adopted by the International Red Cross 

Conference and by the League Board of Governors at their different meetings.

The last edition was published in 1942 and is now exhausted. Moreover, the new 
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, the amendments to the Statutes of the
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International Committee and to the Constitution of the League, and the important 
resolutions adopted since the end of the war by the 17th International Red Cross 
Conference and by the League Board of Governors made it necessary to bring the 
Handbook up to date. Until now, it existed only in French and the present edition 
is the first to appear in English and Spanish.

J o in t  R e l ie f  A ctions

Various joint relief actions were undertaken by the League and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross.

In December 1948, the League and the International Committee launched a 
joint appeal for the refugees in India and Pakistan, as a result of which gifts in money 
and in kind were received from the national Societies of Australia, Canada (Adults 
and Juniors), Liechtenstein, Turkey, United States (Adults and Juniors).

In April 1949, a joint appeal for Greek refugees was responded to by the national 
Societies o f : Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Ecuador, Great 
Britain, Guatemala, India, Ireland, Liechtenstein, New Zealand, Portugal, Siam, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Union of South Africa, United States of America 
(Adults and Juniors) and Venezuela.

There was a third joint appeal in November 1949 for the refugeees in Burma 
which met with a generous response from the national Societies of Australia, Canada, 
Great Britain, India, Lebanon, Siam, Union of South Africa.
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LEAGUE FINANCE

B u d g e t

T he budget adopted for the League by the Board of Governors on the recom
mendation of the Standing Finance Commission has remained the same for 

the past four years, i.e. Sw. fr. 1,200,000 for 1948, 1949 and 1950, while for 1951 
and 1952 owing to the inclusion of Sw. fr. 25,000 for the retirement fund for personnel 
of the League Secretariat it was increased to Sw. fr. 1,225,000. To cover this 
additional item, the Executive Committee proposed that member Societies increase 
their contributions to the League budget by 5% . Several national Societies have 
done this, so that it was possible to put the retirement fund into operation as from 
1950. The following table shows income and expenditure for the above-mentioned 
years in relationship to the budget :

Years Budget Income Expenditure

Swiss francs Swiss francs Swiss francs

I948 ............................. 1,200,000 i>053,079 1,158,647
!949 ............................. 1,200,000 1 >065,547 1,199,064
r95° ............................. 1,200,000 1 ,0 9 3,555 I, I99,I58

W ............................. 1,225,000 1,113,663 1,227,498
r952 ............................. 1,225,000

It will be observed that the financial years 1948-1951 show a total deficit of 
458,500 francs.

In addition to its ordinary budget, the League has an extraordinary budget, 
established by the League Treasurer General. This consists o f extraordinary 
income which is used to cover expenses not provided for in the ordinary budget. 
The extraordinary budget, which was approved by the Executive Committee in 
1951, amounted to Sw. fr. 548,000 at the end of that year, and has made it possible 
to cover the deficit on the ordinary budget.
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R est r ic ted  F unds

These funds consist of gifts from national Societies and various organizations 
for special purposes.

Apart from the funds already existing in 1948, a new “ Count Folke Bernadotte 
Fund” has been set up to finance :

(a) Travelling scholarships to various countries for young people;
( b) Relief work for disaster victims.

The cash gifts received by the League for this fund amount to Sw. fr. 10,000. 
In the summer of 1951, the League used this fund to provide study scholarships 
to Geneva to 11 members of the Junior Red Cross from 10 European countries; 
it was also able to offer a travelling scholarship to an Austrian Junior Red Cross 
member, so that he might take part in the International Centre held by the British 
Junior Red Cross at Barnett Hill, and to donate Sw. fr. 1,500 to the Netherlands 
Junior Red Cross for the International Junior Red Cross Centre held at Woud- 
schoten, in July 1951.

In addition, several national Societies have set up funds to the memory of the 
late Count Folke Bernadotte, in their own countries; the sums received amount to 
Sw. fr. 135,000. For technical reasons, these funds have been used on the spot for 
the purposes mentioned above. In addition, to restricted funds, the League received 
Sw. fr. 1,300,000 during the period 1948-1951, for relief operations or for purchases 
on behalf of national Societies.

F in a n c ia l  A spects of t h e  L ea g u e  R elief  O pe r a t io n  fo r  P a lestin e  R efu gees

In September 1948, in accordance with the recommendation of the 17th Inter
national Red Cross Conference (Stockholm), the International Committee of the 
Red Cross and the League of Red Cross Societies undertook a relief operation on 
behalf of Palestine refugees in the Middle East (see Chapter 2). As mentioned 
elsewhere, the League opened an office in Beirut to coordinate and supervise the 
distribution of relief sent by national Red Cross Societies for the refugees. The 
expenses incurred by the League in the administration of this office from its establish
ment until December 1948 were charged to the administration of the Relief Bureau 
at the League Secretariat.

The Treasurer General of the League reminded national Societies that resolu
tion 38 of the 17th International Red Cross Conference provided for the establish
ment of a special reserve fund for international relief operations, to be used in case 
of emergency. He recommended that the national Societies contemplate setting 
up such a fund in the near future to make rapid action possible on the basis of 
definite financial resources.

The relief operation undertaken by the United Nations on behalf of Palestine 
refugees from December 1948 to April 1950 has been dealt with in a special report 
(see page 10), which gives full information on the financing and costs of this opera
tion.



B e r n a d o t t e  C o m m e m o r a t i v e  M e d a l s

At the beginning of 1950, on the initiative of its Treasurer General, the League 
issued a special gold medal to perpetuate the memory of the late Count Folke Berna
dotte. 8,400 medals were issued at a retail price of Sw. fr. 200 each medal.

The League invited national Red Cross Societies which could obtain the 
necessary authorization to join with it in this commemoration and share the profits. 
The French, Luxemburg, Swiss, Belgian and Liechtenstein Red Cross Societies were 
able to take part in this operation which was closed in Autumn 1950.

The profits made by the above-mentioned national Societies amounted to 
Sw. fr. 102,650, while the League made a profit of Sw. fr. 187,600. In accordance 
with the resolution adopted by the Executive Committee in April 1949, this sum has 
been kept in the special account to be used for specific purposes as determined by 
the Board of Governors or the Executive Committee.

L iquidation  of t h e  J o in t  R elief  C ommission o f  th e  I n t e r n a t io n a l  R ed  C ross

The surplus remaining from the liquidation of the Joint Relief Commission 
amounted to a round sum of Sw. fr. 850,000, which was divided equally between 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and the League. The League has 
used part of these funds to cover the administrative expenses of its Relief Bureau, 
which are not included in the ordinary budget.

E xpenses of t h e  L e a g u e  R e l ie f  B u r ea u

When the Relief Bureau was set up, the Secretariat intended to show the costs 
of its upkeep on a pro rata basis with the various national Societies utilising its 
services. For this purpose, it established an administrative levy of 1%  on the value 
of goods re-forwarded and 2% on the value of goods purchased and distributed.

However, it was soon observed that although a large number of national Societies 
called on the services of the Bureau for enquiries, relief and reports, most of the relief 
proper was sent directly from one national Society to another, without there being 
any possibility of levying the 1 % tax. The result was that, at the end of its first 
year, the budget of the Relief Bureau showed a deficit of Sw. fr. 48,896.12.

On 1st M ay 1948, when it became evident that there would be a similar deficit 
for 1948, the administrative levy for the re-forwarding of goods in transit was raised 
to 6% and that of purchases under Sw. fr. 100 to 10%. Nevertheless, the deficit 
for 1948 was over 89,000 francs.

In 1949, 1950 and 1951, the deficit of the Relief Bureau amounted to a total of 
Sw. fr. 157,990.56, which with the authorization of the Executive Committee was 
covered by the funds from the Joint Relief Commission.

It is, however, probable that once the funds from the Joint Commission are 
exhausted, the additional expenditure arising from the activities of the Relief 
Bureau will have to be included in the League budget.
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F in an cin g

The problem of the financing of the League’s budget by the national Red Cross 
Societies is of fundamental importance. Every national Society should consider 
it its duty to include its contribution to the League in its own annual budget. The 
League Executive Committee has adopted a resolution asking national Societies to 
pay their contributions to the League budget regularly as the League is the Federa
tion which they have set up themselves, whose annual budget they vote and whose 
expenditure and working programme they control. Any decrease in contributions 
would automatically mean a decrease in the League’s activities, since its budget is 
financed solely by the contributions of its member Societies according to a scale 
adopted by the Board of Governors.
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RELATIONS OF THE LEAGUE OF RED CROSS SOCIETIES 
WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

In a world where international organization is steadily developing, it is natural 
that the League of Red Cross Societies should be in constant and frequent 

contact with other international institutions, whose activities are of particular interest 
to the Red Cross. During the last four years, the League has considerably widened 
and strengthened its relations with international non-Red Cross organizations, and 
in particular with the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies, as well as with 
non-Governmental bodies.

The letter and the spirit of resolutions 18 and 41 of the 17th International Red 
Cross Conference and the repeated decisions of the governing bodies of the League 
(in particular resolution 9 of the April 1949 Executive Committee) have been strictly 
followed, that is the League and its member Societies have maintained complete 
autonomy and independence in these relations.

Since the last International Red Cross Conference in Stockholm, the League 
has been represented at the following meetings of international non-Red Cross 
organizations :

September, 1948 —  International Refugee Organization, 1st Session of General Council, Geneva;
League represented by Messrs. Henry W. Dunning, and T. Pigot of League Secretariat.

UNESCO, Temporary International Council for Educational Reconstruction, 
2nd Session, Paris; League represented by Prof. L. Ledermann of League Secre
tariat.

World Union of Peace Organizations, Geneva; League represented by Prof. L. Leder
mann of the League Secretariat.

International Union Against Venereal Diseases, Copenhagen; League represented by 
Dr. Z. Hantchef of the League Secretariat.

October, 1948 —  United Nations Third General Assembly, Paris; League represented by Prof. 
L. Ledermann of League Secretariat.

International Non-Governmental Organizations interested in Highway questions, Paris; 
League represented by Mr. G. Milsom of League Secretariat.

November, 1948 —  Food and Agriculture Organization, 4th Session, Washington ; League 
represented by Mr. James J. Burr and Miss Pauline Murrah of the American 
National Red Cross.

Economic Commission for Europe, Working Parties, Geneva ; League represented by 
various members of Secretariat.



—  9 2  —

January, 1949 —  International Refugee Organization meeting with Voluntary Agencies, Geneva; 
League represented by members of Secretariat.

Economic Commission for Europe, Working Party on Road Traffic Conditions, 
Geneva; League represented by Prof. L. Ledermann of League Secretariat.

February, 1949 —  United Nations Economic and Social Council, 8th Session, Lake Success; League 
represented by Prof. L. Ledermann of League Secretariat and Mr. James J. Burr of 
American National Red Cross.

Economic Commission for Europe, Working Party on Customs Formalities, Geneva; 
League represented by members of Secretariat.

World Health Organization, 3rd Session Executive Board, Geneva; League repre
sented by Drs. Alsted and Hantchef of League Secretariat.

March, 1949 —- World Union of Peace Organizations, Geneva; League represented by 
Mr. T. Pigot of League Secretariat.

UNESCO, Temporary International Council for Educational Reconstruction, 
Paris; League represented by Mr. G. Milsom of League Secretariat.

International Refugee Organization, 2nd Session of General Council; Geneva; League 
represented by Mr. T. Pigot of League Secretariat.

Economic Commission for Europe, Transport Division, Geneva; League represented 
by Dr. Z. Hantchef of League Secretariat.

International Liaison Committee of Organizations for Peace, Geneva; League represented 
by member of Secretariat.

April, 1949 —  3rd Conference of International Non-Governmental Organizations, Lake Success; 
League represented by Mr. W. de St Aubin of the American Red Cross.

Cartel of International Humanitarian Organizations, Geneva; League represented by 
members of Secretariat.

May, 1949 —  International Health Congress of Royal Sanitary Institute of London, Brighton; League 
represented by Messrs. Blount, Ward and Havers of British Red Cross.

Economic Commission for Europe, 4th Session, Geneva; League represented by Prof. 
L. Ledermann and Dr. G. Alsted of League Secretariat.

June, 1949 —  Second World Health Assembly, Rome; League represented by Dr. G. Alsted of 
League Secretariat.

Economic Commission for Europe, Inland Transport Committee, Geneva; League 
represented by members of Secretariat.

International Refugee Organization, General Council, Geneva; League represented 
by Mr. J. Montant of League Secretariat.

United Nations, Conference on Non-Governmental Organizations, Geneva, League 
represented by Prof. L. Ledermann and Mr. F.G. Sigerist of League Secretariat.

July, 1949 —  Regional Conference on Non-Governmental Organizations, Geneva; League repre
sented by Dr. G. Alsted and Prof. L. Ledermann of League Secretariat.

Economic and Social Council, 9th Session, Geneva; League represented by members 
of League Secretariat.
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August, 1949 —  United Nations Conference on Road Transport and Automobile Transport, Geneva; 
League represented by Prof. L. Ledermann of League Secretariat.

Congress of the World Federation of Mental Health, Geneva; League represented by 
Miss K. Gepp of League Secretariat.

World Health Organization Committee of Experts on Tuberculosis, Copenhagen; 
League represented by Dr. G. Alsted of League Secretariat.

September, 1949 —  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Paris;
League represented by Prof. L. Ledermann of League Secretariat and Dr. E. A. 
Richards of American National Red Cross.

World Union of Peace Organizations, Saint-Cergue, Switzerland; League repre
sented by members of Secretariat.

International Union against Venereal Diseases, Rome; League represented by Dr. Lap- 
poni of Italian Red Cross.

International Course on Blood-Group Research, Amsterdam; League represented 
by Dr. G. Alsted of League Secretariat.

October, 1949 —  United Nations, 4th General Assembly, Lake Success; League represented by 
Mr. W. de St Aubin of American National Red Cross.

12th International Congress of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, Mexico City; League 
represented by Mexican Red Cross.

United Nations, Division of Public Information, Montevideo; League represented 
by General E. Zubia, Dr. D. Lamas, Dr. A. Almada, L.E. Andreoli and Miss B. 
Viera of Uruguayan Red Cross.

International Refugee Organization, 4th Session of General Council, Geneva; League 
represented by members of Secretariat.

United Nations, Public Information Department, Santiago; League represented by 
General G. Novoa Sepulveda of Chilean Red Cross.

UNESCO, Conference of Directors of Children’s Villages, Charleroi, Belgium; 
League represented by Mr. L.C. Picalusa of Belgian Red Cross.

World Health Organization, Regional Conference, Geneva; League represented 
by Dr. Z.S. Hantchef of League Secretariat.

November, 1949 —  Food and Agriculture Organization, Washington ; League represented by 
Mr. James J. Burr and Miss P. Murrah of American National Red Cross.

United Nations, Division of Social Activities, Paris; League represented by Miss L. 
Petschnigg of League Secretariat.
—  Florence Nightingale International Foundation, Committee of Management, London; 
League represented by Miss Y. Hentsch of League Secretariat.

December, 1949 —  United Nations, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Paris;
League represented by Miss K. Gepp and Mr. Ch. A. Schussele of League Secre
tariat.

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, Inland Transport Commission, 
Geneva; League represented by Dr. G. Alsted and Prof. L. Ledermann of League 
Secretariat.

January, 1950 —  UNESCO, Temporary International Council for Educational Reconstruc
tion, Paris; League represented by Prof. L. Ledermann of League Secretariat.
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World Health Organization, Executive Board, Geneva; League represented by 
Dr. G. Alsted of League Secretariat.

International Campaign Against Tuberculosis, Paris; League represented by Dr. G. 
Alsted of League Secretariat.

February, 1950 —  United Nations, Information Division, Bangkok; League represented by 
H.S.H. Princess Marayat Diskul and Dr. Luang Bromadhat Vedhi of Siamese Red 
Cross.

Economic and Social Council, Lake Success; League represented by American 
National Red Cross.

World Health Organization, Expert Committee on Nursing, Geneva; League 
represented by Miss Y. Hentsch of League Secretariat.

UNESCO, International Union for Child Welfare, Geneva; League represented 
by Miss K. Gepp of League Secretariat.

Florence Nightingale International Foundation, London; League represented by Miss 
Y. Hentsch of League Secretariat.

March, 1950 —  Economic Commission for Europe, Inland Transport Commission, Geneva; 
League represented by Prof. L. Ledermann of League Secretariat.

International Refugee Organization, 5th Session of General Council, Geneva; League 
represented by Prof. L. Ledermann of League Secretariat.

UNESCO, Working Party on Maladjusted children, Paris; League represented 
by Miss K. Gepp of League Secretariat.

May, 1950 —  United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization, 5th General 
Conference Rome; League represented by Dr. V. Minnucci of the Italian Red Cross.

Third World Health Assembly, Geneva; League represented by Dr. G. Alsted, 
Dr. Z.S. Hantchef and Miss Y. Hentsch of League Secretariat.

International Office of Military Medicine, Monte Carlo, League represented by 
Dr. G. Alsted of League Secretariat.

June, 1950 —  Food and Agriculture Organization, 2nd Nutrition Conference, Rio de Janeiro;
League represented by Dr. L. F. de Saldanna da Dama Murgel and Dr. A. de 
Alvarenga Filho of the Brazilian Red Cross.

United Nations, Information Department, Geneva; League represented by Prof. 
L. Ledermann of the League Secretariat.

Economic Commission for Europe, 5 th Session, Geneva; League represented by Prof. 
L. Ledermann of League Secretariat.

July, 1950 —  United Nations Economic and Social Council, Geneva : League represented by 
Mr. Henry W. Dunning and Prof. L. Ledermann (League Secretariat).

International Union for Child Welfare, London; League represented by British 
Red Cross.

International Union against Venereal Diseases, Zurich; League represented by Dr. Z.S. 
Hantchef (League Secretariat).

6th International Congress of Pediatrics, Zurich; League represented by Dr. Z.S. 
Hantchef (League Secretariat).

5th International Conference of Social Work, Paris; League represented by Prof. 
L. Ledermann (League Secretariat).
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International Life Saving Congress, Lausanne; League represented by Swiss Red 
Cross.

August, 1950 —  International Blood Transfusion Society, Paris; League represented by Dr. Alsted 
(League Secretariat).

September, 1950 —  International Union against Tuberculosis, Copenhagen; League represented 
by Dr. Alsted (League Secretariat).

United Nations General Assembly, Lake Success ; League represented by the 
American Red Cross.

October, 1950 —  World Medical Association, 4th General Assembly, New York; League 
represented by American Red Cross,

November, 1950 —  World Student Relief, Paris; League represented by the Junior Red Cross 
Bureau.

UNESCO, Conference of International Youth Organizations, Paris; League 
represented by Junior Red Cross Bureau.

World Touring and Automobile Association, First General Assembly, Paris; League 
represented by the French Red Cross.

December, 1950 —  United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, Transport Division, Geneva; 
League represented by Flealth Bureau.

January-February, 1951 —  World Health Organization, Executive Board, Geneva; League 
represented by Health Bureau.

February, 1951 —  United Nations Economic and Social Council, Santiago de Chili; League 
represented by Chilean Red Cross.

International Union for Child Welfare, Geneva; League represented by Junior Red 
Cross Bureau.

March, 1951 —  Conference of Non-Governmental International Organizations on Migration Prob
lems, Geneva; League represented by Nursing and Social Service Bureau.

March-April, 1951 —  International Council of Women, Athens; League represented by Miss 
M. Egialidès (Greek Red Cross).

April, 1951 —  Social Commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council, Geneva; 
League represented by several members of its Secretariat.

International Refugee Organization, Geneva ; League represented by several members 
of its Secretariat.

World Medical Association, Information Meeting, Geneva; League represented 
by Dr. G. Alsted, Dr. Z.S. Hantchef (League Secretariat).

May, 1951 —  Economic Commission for Europe, Geneva; League represented by a member of 
its Secretariat.

World Health Organization, 4th Assembly, Geneva; League represented by Mr. B. 
de Rougé, Secretary General, Miss Y. Hentsch, Dr. G. Alsted, Dr. Z.S. Hantchef 
(League Secretariat).



International Union against Venereal Diseases, Paris; League represented by French 
Red Cross.

May-June, 1951 —- International Union for Public Health Education, Paris; Constitutive Assem
bly; League represented by Mr. B. de Rouge, Secretary General.

June, 1951 —  UNESCO, 2nd Conference of Delegates from International non-Govern- 
mental Organizations, Paris; League represented by Count P. de Lasteyrie du 
Saillant (French Red Cross).

13th International Congress of Military Medicine and Pharmacy, Paris-Vichy; League 
represented by Dr. Z.S. Hantchef (League Secretariat).

United Nations, Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations, France, 
Indonesia, Nicaragua; League represented by members of Nationa Societies 
in countries concerned.

June-July, 1951 —  UNESCO, 6th Session of the General Conference of Unesco, Paris; 
League represented by Count P. de Lasteyrie du Saillant (French Red Cross).

July, 1951 —  United Nations Economic and Social Council, Geneva; League represented by 
Mr. W.J. Phillips, Prof. Ledermann (League Secretariat).

Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Status of Refugees and Stateless Persons, Geneva; 
League represented by Mr. B. de Rouge, Secretary General, Prof. L. Ledermann 
(League Secretariat).

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, Transport Division, 2nd Session 
of the Group of Experts on the Prevention of Road Accidents, Geneva; League 
represented by Dr. Z.S. Hantchef (League Secretariat).

August, 1951 —- World Health Organization, Regional Committee, Washington; League 
represented by American Red Cross.

World Federation of United Nations Associations, Stockholm; League represented 
by Swedish Red Cross.

September, 1951 —  World Medical Association, 5th General Assembly, Stockholm; League 
represented by Swedish Red Cross.

World Health Organization, Regional Committees for the East Mediterranean 
Territories, the West Pacific Area and Europe,

4th Session of the WHO Regional Committee for East Mediterranean, Cyprus; League 
represented by the Burmese Red Cross and a delegate of the Cyprus Committee of 
the British Red Cross.

1st Session of the WHO Regional Committee, for Europe, Geneva; League represented 
by Dr. Z.S. Hantchef (League Secretariat).

September-October, 1951 —  Pan-American Sanitary Organization, 5th Session of the Board of 
Directors, Washington; League representatives : Dr. R. Mclntire, Mr. J.J. Durr 
(American Red Cross).

October, 1951 —  United Nations Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations interested 
in the rehabilitation of the physically handicapped, Geneva : League representatives : 
Miss Y. Hentsch and Dr. G. Alsted (League Secretariat).
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International Labour Organization, Migration Conference, Naples; League repre
sentative : Italian Red Cross.

United Nations, 6th Session of the General Assembly, Paris; League representati
ves : Mr. H. W. Dunning, Prof. L. Ledermann (League Secretariat).

International Refugee Organization, General Council, 8th and final Session; Geneva; 
League representatives Prof. L. Ledermann, Mr. E. Winsall (League Secretariat).

October-November, 1951 —  United Nations, Information Department, Regional Conference 
of Non-governmental Organizations, Paris; League representative : Mr. S. Merillon 
(French Red Cross).

November, 1951 —  UNESCO, Conference of Representatives of International Youth 
Organizations and Youth Serving Agencies having consultative arrangements with 
UNESCO, Paris; League representative : a member of the League Secretariat.

United Nations Organization for Food and Agriculture, 6th General Assembly, Rome; 
League representative, Italian Red Cross.

UNESCO, Conference on the Exchange of Persons, Paris; 3rd Conference of 
International Youth Organizations, Paris; League representative : Mr. Ch.A. Schus- 
sele (League Secretariat).

November-December, 1951 —  Migration Conference, called by the Belgian Government, 
Brussels; League representative : Belgian Red Cross.

December, 1951 —  Advisory Committee of the United Nations Office of the High Commission for 
Refugees, 1st Session, Geneva; League representative : Prof. L. Ledermann.

4th Mental Health Congress, held under the joint auspices of the World Mental 
Health Federation, the Panamerican Sanitary Bureau and the Mexican League 
of Mental Health. League representative Mexican Red Cross.

Reports were sent to member Societies, covering most of the international
meetings mentioned above on questions of interest to the Red Cross.

D ip l o m a t ic  C o n fer en c e  f o r  t h e  E stablish m en t  of I n t e r n a t io n a l  
H u m an it a r ia n  C o n ven tio n s  (Geneva 1949)

This Conference, in which the League and the IC R C  were invited to take part, 
deserves a special mention. The League was represented by the following members 
of its Secretariat : Mr. B. de Rougé, Secretary General, Mr. G. Milsom, Prof. L. 
Ledermann and Mr. de Crissey (see also Chapter 7, page 43).
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THE MEMBERS OF THE LEAGUE

C o u n try N am e  of Society A ddress
D ate  o f 

F o u n d a 

tio n

Date
jo in e d

L E A G U E
M em bership

A lb a n ia K ry q i i K u q  S h q ip ta r 35, R ru g a  e B o rrik a d a v e t 
T ira n a

1921 1923 J u n .
Sen.

72,000
140,000

A r g e n t in a C ruz R o ja  A rg en tin a H ip ó lito  Ir ig o y en , 2068 
B u en o s  A ires

1880 1919* J u n .
Sen.

415,000

A u s t r a lia A u stra lia n  R e d  C ross 
S o c ie ty

122-128, B linders  S tree t 
M elbourne  C. I .

1914 1919* J u n .
Sen.

250,000
122,264

A u str ia O este rreich ische  G esell
s c h a f t  vo m  R o te n K re u z

M ilchgasse 1 
W ien  1

1867 1921 J u n .
Sen.

679,129
211,789

B e lg iu m C roix -R ouge de  B elgique 
R o o d e  K ru is  v a n  Belgié

98, C haussée  d e  V leu rg a t 
B ruxe lles

1864 1919* J u n .
Sen.

100,000
280,000

B o l iv ia C ruz R o ja  B o liv iana C asilla  n u m . 741 
L a  P az

1917 1923 J u n .
Sen.

5.000
1.000

B r a z i l C ruz V erm elha  B rasileira P raÇ a  d a  C ruz  V erm elha  
10-12
R io  de  J a n e iro

1908 1919* J u n .
Sen.

600
10,000

B u lg a r ia B olgarsko  D ro u je s tv o  
T ch e rv en  K re s t

21, B o u le v a rd  T o tleb en  
Sofia

1885 1921 J u n .
Sen.

141,000
472,694

B u r m a B u rm a  R ed  C ross 
Society

H ig h  C o u rt B u ild ing  
P h a y re  S tre e t  
R an g o o n

1937 1946 J u n .
Sen. 1,072

C a n a d a C an ad ian  R ed  C ross 
Socie ty

95, W ellesley  S tre e t 
T o ro n to  5

1896 1919* J u n .
Sen.

960,946
1,118,797

C h ile C ruz R o ja  C hilena Calle C ated ra l, 1572 
S an tiago  de  Chile

1903 1920 J u n .
Sen.

64,000
7.400

C h in a N a tio n a l R ed  C ross 
Socie ty  of C hina

22, K a n m e in  H u tu n g  
P ek in g

1904 1919* J u n .
Sen.

185,129
163,412

C o lo m b ia S ociedad N acional 
de  la  C ruz R o ja  
C olom biana

C arre ra  5a, N o. 17-79 
B o g o tá

1915 1922 Ju n .
Sen.

5,000

C o sta  R ic a C ruz R o ja  C ostarricense Calle 5a S ur 
San  Jo sé

1885 1922 J u n .
Sen.

70,000
5,000

C u b a S ociedad N acional 
C u b an a  de la  C ruz R o ja

Ig n ac io  A g ra m o n te  461 
L a  H a b a n a

1909 1919* J u n .
Sen.

15,312
11,746

C z e c h o s lo v a k ia Ceskoslovensk^· 
C erven^  K riz

T h u n o v sk a  18 
P ra h a  I I I

1919 1920 J u n .
Sen.

1,416,632
302,764

D e n m a r k D a n sk  R odé  BLors P la ta n v e j 22 
C openhagen  V

1876 1919* J u n .
Sen.

6.250
150.000

D o m in ic a n
R e p u b lic

C ruz R o ja  D om in icana Calle G a lv án  24 
C iudad  T ru jillo

1927 1931 J u n .
Sen.

8,000
215,000

E c u a d o r C ruz R o ja  E c u a to r ia n a A ven ida  C olom bia y E li-
zalde  118
Q u ito

1923 1923 Ju n .
Sen.

5,000
4 5 5

E g y p t Soc. N a tio n . E o u a d  I er du  
C ro issan t-R ouge  é g y p tie n

34, R u e  E l  M alika  
L e  C aire

1912 1929 Ju n .
Sen.

1,800

* C h arte r  M em bers —  A c tu a l n u m b e r unknow n
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C oun try N am e of Society A d d ress
Date of 
Founda

tion

Date
joined
L E A G U E

M em bersh ip

E t h io p ia E th io p ia n  R e d  Cross P .O . B ox  195 
A d d is  A baba

1935 1950 J u n .
Sen. _

F in la n d S uom en  P u n a in en  R is t i T e h ta a n k a tu  I  A. 
H e lsink i

1920 1922 J u n .
Sen. 56,386

F r a n c e C roix -R ouge frança ise 17, ru e  Q uen tin -B au ch a rt 
P a r is  V III«

1864 1919* J u n .
Sen.

500,000
1,050,000

G re a t B r ita in B ritis h  R e d  C ross 
Socie ty

14, G rosveno r C rescent 
L ondon  S. W . 1

1870 1919* J u n .
Sen.

110,238
140,600

G re e c e C roix -R ouge hellén ique R u e  M ackenzie K ing  1 
ru e  Solonos 39 
A thènes

1877 1919* J u n .
Sen.

307,945
1 ,2 1 0

G u a te m a la C ruz R o ja  G ua tem alteca 4a, Calle O rien te  64 
G ua tem ala , C. A.

1923 1923 J u n .
Sen. 467

H a it i C roix -R ouge h a ïtie n n e R u e  P é ro u  
P o rt-a u -P rin ce

1932 1933 J u n .
Sen. —

H o n d u r a s C ruz R o ja  H o n d u re ñ a T egucigalpa 1937 1945 J u n .
Sen.

—

H u n g a r y M agyar Y ôrôskeresz t V I I I  B aross  u tc a  15 
B u d a p e s t

1879 1921 J u n .
Sen.

308,434
250,000

I c e la n d R a u d i K ro ss  Is lande 6, T ho rv ra ld sensstrae ti 
R ey k jav ik

1924 1925 J u n .
Sen.

750
3,821

I n d ia In d ia n  R ed  Cross 
Socie ty

20, T a lk a to ra  R o ad  
N ew  D elhi 3

1919 1919* J u n .
Sen.

704,855
11,770

I n d o n e s ia P a la n g  M erah  
In d o n e s ia

D ja la n  D r. Soetom o N o. 8 
D ja k a r ta

1945 1950 J u n .
Sen.

2,047
7,747

Ir a n Société d u  L ion e t  Soleil 
R ouges  de  l’I r a n

A v enue  A rgue 
T éh éran

1922 1929 J u n .
Sen.

40,000
30,050

Ir a q I r a q i  R ed  C rescent 
Socie ty

G eneral H e a d q u a rte rs  
B ag h d ad

1932 1934 J u n .
Sen. 350

I r e la n d C um ann  Croise D eirge n a  
h E ire a n n

25, W estland  Row  
D ub lin

1939 1945 J u n .
Sen.

6,000
5,000

H a l; Croce R o ssa  I ta lia n a 12, V ia  T oscana  
R o m a

1864 1919* J u n .
Sen.

4,600,000
50,000

J a p a n J a p a n e se  R ed  Cross 
Socie ty

5 Sh iba  P a rk  
Tokyo

1877
1887

1919* J u n .
Sen.

528,441
10,881,666

J o r d a n

L e b a n o n

J o rd a n  R ed  
C rescen t Socie ty

C roix-R ouge libanaise

A m m an

B ey ro u th

1947

1945

1950

1948

J u n .
Sen.
J u n .
Sen.

611

400

L ie c h te n s t e in L iech tenste in isches  
R o te s  K reuz

V aduz 1945 1945
J u n .
Sen. 1,096

L u x e m b u r g C roix-R ouge
luxem bourgeo ise

16, a v en u e  M arie-T hérèse 
L u xem bourg

1914 1922 J u n .
Sen.

3,483
2,935

H e i l e o A sociación  M exicana de la  
C ruz R o ja

E sq . D urango  y  M onterly  
—  Col. R o m a  —
M éxico D . F .

1907 1923 J u n .
Sen.

30,000
16,700

M o n a c o C roix -R ouge
m onégasque

V illa C h a rlo tte
R u e  des Vieilles Casernes
M onaco V ille

1948 1948 J u n .
Sen. 175

N e th e r la n d s H e t  N ederlandsche  
R oode  K ru is

27, P rinses8egrach t 
’s-G ravenhage

1867 1919* J u n .
Sen. 450,000

N e w  Z e a la n d T h e  N ew  Zealand 
R ed  C ross Society

61, D ixon  S tree t 
W elling ton  C. 1.

1915 1919* J u n .
Sen.

15,688
20,953

* C h arte r M em bers — A c tu al n u m b e r unknow n
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C o u n try N am e  of Socie ty A ddress
Date of 
Founda

tion

Date
joined
LEAGUE

M em bership

.N ica r a g u a C ruz R o ja  
N icarag ü en se

M an ag u a  D . N . 1934 1934 J u n .
Sen.

—

N o r w a y N orges  R ô d e  K o rs B an k p lassen  1 
Oslo

1865 1919* J u n .
Sen.

12,280
156,283

P a k is ta n P a k is ta n  R e d  C ross 
Socie ty

K a tr a k  B u ild in g  
M ansfield  R o ad  
K a ra c h i

1947 1948 J u n .
Sen.

264,426
22,401

P a n a m a C ruz R o ja  N aciona l de  
P a n a m á

P a n a m á 1917 1925 J u n .
Sen.

4,500
75

P a r a g u a y C ruz R o ja  P a ra g u a y a A ven ida  E s p a ñ a  505 
A sunción

1919 1922 J u n .
Sen.

27,260
14,735

P eru Sociedad  P e ru a n a  
d e  la  C ruz  R o ja

T a ra p a c a , 881 
L im a

1879 1919* J u n .
Sen. 8,546

P h ilip p in e
I s la n d s

P h ilip p in e  N a tio n a l 
R e d  C ross

500, I s a a c  P e ra l S tree t 
M anila

1947 1947 J u n .
Sen.

1,510,000
5,537,530

P o la n d P o lsk i C zerw ony K rzyz M o ko tow ska  14 
W arszaw a

1919 1919* J u n .
Sen.

964,000
847,522

P o r tu g a l C ruz V erm elha  P o rtu g u ez a P a lac io  d o s  C ondes
d ’O bidos
L isboa

1865 1919* J u n .
Sen. 5,915

R u m a n ia S o c ie ta tea  N a tio n a la  de 
C ruce R o sie  a  R om án ie i

S tra d a  B ise rica  A m zei 29 
B u ca re s t

1876 1919* J u n .
Sen.

100,000
53,000

S a lv a d o r C ruz R o ja  S a lvado reña 3a, A v e n id a  N o rte  y  3a 
Calle P o n ie n te  
S an  S a lv ad o r

1885 1925 J im .
Sen. 600

S o u th  A f r ic a T h e  S o u th  A frican  
R e d  C ross Society

R ed  Cross H o u se  
77, d e  V illiers S tre e t 
Jo h an n e s b u rg

1913 1919* J u n .
Sen.

312,574
8,985

S p a in C ruz R o ja  E sp añ o la E d u a rd o  D a to  18 
M adrid

1864 1919 J u n .
Sen. 198,478

S w e d e n S venska  R o d a  K o rs e t A r til le r ig a ta n  6 
S tockho lm  14

1865 1919* J u n .
Sen.

20,745
509,800

S w itz e r la n d C roix-R ouge su isse 
Schw eizerisches R o te s  
K reu z

8, T a u b e n s tra sse  
B ern e

1866 1919* J u n .
Sen.

150 g roups 
62,457

S y r ia C ro issan t-R ouge  syrien D am as 1947 1947 J u n .
Sen.

—

T h a ila n d S p ak ach a rd  T h a i K in g  C hu la longko rn  
M em orial H o sp ita l 
B angkok

1893 1921 J u n .
Sen.

136,665
6,187

T u r k e y T ü rk iy e  K iz ilay  D erneg i Y en iseh ir
A n k a ra

1868 1930 J u n .
Sen.

580,310
261,315

U n ite d  S t a te s T h e  A m erican  N a tio n a l 
R ed  C ross

1 7 th  a n d  D . S tre e ts  N .W . 
W ash in g to n  13 D .C .

1881 1919* J u n .
Sen.

19,283,400
18,138,000

U r u g u a y C ruz R o ja  U ru g u a y a A v en id a  8 d e  O c t., 2990 
M ontevideo

1897 1920 J u n .
Sen.

30,000
1,200

C .S .8 .R . Soiuz O b c h tes tv o  
K ra sn o g o  K re s ta  
K rasn o g o  P o lo u m iece tsa

U l. N eg lin n ay a  25 
M oskw a

1925 1934 J u n .
Sen.

5,000,000
10,000,000

V e n e z u e la S ociedad V enezo lana  de  
la  C ruz R o ja

A ven ida  E s te  303-3 
C aracas

1895 1919* J u n .
Sen.

160,000
1,650

Y u g o s la v ia Jugosloven8ki 
C rveni K r s t

S im ina  u lica  b ro j. 19 
B eograd

1876 1919* J u n .
Sen.

1,215,263
1,397,473

* C h a r te r  M em bers A c tu a l n u m b e r unknow n.



II

PRESENT COMPOSITION OF THE VARIOUS BODIES
OF THE LEAGUE

i. C om position  of th e  B o ar d  of G overn o rs

Chairman
Judge Emil Sandstrom (Swedish Red Cross).

Vice-Chairmen
Professor Boris Michailovitch Pachkov (Alliance of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of U.S.S.R.).

Mr. James T. Nicholson (American National Red Cross).

The Hon. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur (Indian Red Cross Society).

Mr. Ali Rana Tarhan* (Turkish Red Crescent).

Dr. J. Valencia Parparcen (Venezuelan Red Cross).

Dr. G. A. Bohny, Chairman of the Swiss Red Cross, is Vice-Chairman 
of the Board of Governors, by virtue of Article 14 of the Constitution of 
the League.

Mr. Bonabes de Rouge, Secretary General of the League, was appointed 
Honorary Vice-Chairman by the Board of Governors at Monte-Carlo.

M embers of th e  B o a r d  of G overn o rs  

A  representative of each of the National Societies of the following countries :

Albania Brazil Colombia
Argentina Bulgaria Costa Rica
Australia Burma Cuba
Austria Canada Czechoslovakia
Belgium Chile Denmark
Bolivia China Dominican Republic

* Since then, Mr. Ali Rana Tarhan has resigned and has been replaced as Vice-Chairman 
of the League by Professor Nihat Resat Belger, Chairman of the Turkish Red Crescent.



—  105  —

Ecuador Italy Poland
Egypt Japan Portugal
Ethiopia Jordan Rumania
Finland Lebanon Salvador
France Liechtenstein South Africa
Great Britain Luxemburg Spain
Greece Mexico Sweden
Guatemala Monaco Switzerland
Haiti Netherlands Syria
Honduras Nicaragua Thailand
Hungary New Zealand Turkey
Iceland Norway United States of America
India Pakistan USSR
Indonesia Panama Uruguay
Iran Paraguay Venezuela
Iraq Peru Yugoslavia
Ireland Philippine Islands

P resen t  C om position  o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C ommittee

Chairman

Judge Emil Sandstrôm (Swedish Red Cross).

Vice-Chairmen

Professor Boris Michailovitch Pachkov (Alliance of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies of USSR).

Mr. James T. Nicholson (American National Red Cross).

The Hon. Rajkumari Amrit Kaur (Indian Red Cross Society).

Professor Dr. Nihat Resat Belger (Turkish Red Crescent).

Dr. G.-A. Bohny, Chairman of the Swiss Red Cross, is Vice-Chairman 
of the Board of Governors, by virtue of Article 14 of the Constitution of 
the League.

Mr. Bonabes de Rougé, Secretary General of the League.

M embers of th e  E x e c u t iv e  C ommittee

A  representative of each of the National Societies of the following countries :

Australia
Belgium
Canada
China

France Norway
Great Britain Philippine
Greece Spain
Iran Yugoslavia
Islands
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C om position  of th e  Sta n d in g  F in an ce  C ommission 

Members : the National Red Cross Societies of the following countries :

Brazil Great Britain Poland
Canada Iraq United States
France Netherlands Uruguay

Pakistan

C om position  of th e  H e a l t h  A d v iso r y C ommittee

Members : the National R ed Cross Societies o f the following countries

Austria France Poland
Belgium Great Britain Roumania
Canada India South Africa
Chile Mexico Spain
Egypt USSR

and five experts in health and social medicine appointed in a personal capacity.

C omposition  of th e  N ursing  A d v iso r y  C om mittee (May 1950)

Members : the National Red Cross Societies of the following countries :

Ecuador Great Britain Switzerland
France Italy United States
Germany (observer) Norway Yugoslavia

Sweden (observer)

and five representatives of International Organizations.

C om position  of th e  J u n io r  R ed C ross A d v iso r y  C ommittee

Chairman
Mr. Nedim Abut (Turkish Red Crescent).

Vice-Chairmen
Mr. Livingstone Blair (American National Red Cross).

Dr. Yves J. Debrousse (French Red Cross).



Members : the National Red Cross Societies of the following countries :

Austria
Canada
Ecuador
France

Great Britain
India
Italy
Panama
Switzerland

Turkey 
United States 
Union of South Africa 
Yugoslavia



Ill

RED CROSS CONFERENCES HELD FROM 1948 TO 1952

20th Session of the Board of Governors of the League (Stockholm, August 1948).

21 st Session of the Board of Governors of the League (Monte Carlo, October 1950).

Meetings of the Executive Committee of the League 
(Stockholm, August 1948 
Geneva, April 1949 —  October 1949 
Geneva, M ay 1950 —  Monte Carlo, October 1950 
Geneva, M ay 1951 —  December 1951).

Technical Meeting on Fund Raising (Geneva, February 1950).

Conference attended by National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies in the 
Near East who participated in the relief action of the League in favour of Pales
tine Refugees (Damascus, Syria, March 1950).

Meetings on Red Cross Problems in Germany (Geneva, March 1950).

International Conference on the Refugee Problem in Western Germany and Austria 
(Hanover, April 1951).

6th Inter-American Red Cross Conference (Mexico, October 1951).
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ties; p., 31 pp. ; Spanish only.

20th Meeting of the Board of Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies, 
Stockholm, August 1948, Proceedings ; p., i iy  pp. ; E., F., S.

Report of the Executive Committee to the Board of Governors of the League 
of Red Cross Societies, Stockholm, August 1948 ; m., iyy pp. ; E., F., S. P 2016
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The Work of the League of Red Cross Societies in the World today; m., 
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Supplementary Report of the Secretary General to the Executive Committee 
of the League of Red Cross Societies, Geneva, May 1931 ; m., 3 pp. ; E., F.

P 3660
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National Red Cross, League of Red Cross Societies Observer ; m., 16 pp. ; E., F., S.
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Report on the 3rd Extraordinary Session of the General Council, by J . Mon
tant, League of Red Cross Societies Observer ; m., 6 pp. ; E., F., S. P 2659
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