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BROADCASTING BOR RED CROSS WORK

Radiophonie activity of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) was initiated in the last phase of the 
Second World War. At that time, it consisted in transmitting 
to families with the least possible delay information obtained 
on Prisoners of War, Civilian Internees, Political Deportees 
and Civilian Workers of all nationalities who were then retained 
in Germany.

After the liberation of the allied nationals, the 
work was continued on behalf of the prisoners and internees 
retained in Prance, Belgium, Italy, China, Japan and Africa.

Family news was transmitted under the name "Radio- 
Intercroixrouge" in nearly 20 different languages. For this 
purpose, Radio-Geneva placed its studios and equipment at the 
International Committee's disposal, and the Swiss authorities 
lent·the necessary wave-lengths and transmitters.

Since the close of 1947, the International Committee 
of the Red Cross has also made use of broadcasting to make the 
principles of the Red Cross better known to the general public 
and furthermore to give information regarding its own activities.

The Geneva Convention of 12 August 1949 specify that 
information relative to Prisoners of War and Civilian Detainees 
is to be transmitted immediately, "by the most rapid means".
The ICRC therefore studied the possibilities of duly obtaining 
the necessary means for establishing a wireless transmission 
service.

In October 1948, it approached the first International 
Telecommunication Conference in Mexico City, through the Swiss 
Delegation who agreed to put forward the following request :

"To allow the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, in times of international con
flict, civil war or disturbances, to communicate 
with Governments, National Red Cross Societies
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and other recognised organizations, according 
to the terms of' the humanitarian Conventions 
or as required by the duties of the Committee 
acting as a neutral intermediary, a supple
mentary short wavelength shall be granted to 
the Swiss Confederation, for the use of the 
International Committee according to a time
table to be fixed as circumstances demand.

"The use of this wavelength in peacetime 
shall be ruled by agreement between the In
ternational Committee of the Red Cross, the 
Swiss Broadcasting Corporation and the Swiss 
Postal Authorities, on the one hand and the 
International Radio Frequency Board, on the 
other ".

The Conference considered this request and took the 
following decision :

"The High Frequency Broadcasting Conference 
of Mexico City,

"considering the humanitarian tasks assigned 
to the International Committee of the Red Cross by 
the signatory States of the Geneva Conventions,

"considering the necessity of placing at the 
disposal of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross the means of accomplishing these tasks,

"considering, finally, the necessity for the 
International Committee of the Red Cross to be pre
pared at all times to render the assistance which 
war-stricken peoples might expect of it,

RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS :

1. The Swiss Confederation shall be assigned 6 
additional channel-hours to be placed at the 
disposal of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross.
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2. This assignment shall be made on the condi
tion that the Swiss Confederation in turn 
place a maximum of 6 channel-hours at the 
disposal of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, to be deducted from the Swiss 
Confederation's own assignment. In this way 
a total of 12 channel-hours will be made 
available to the International Committee of 
the Red Cross in times of crisis".

It thus became possible for the ICRC to make use, wbr 
necessary, of wireless for various communications and for trans 
mitting information, and so properly to discharge the duties 
that devolve upon it by virtue of the Geneva Conventions. The 
interest that this decision presents with regard to National 
Red Cross Societies cannot be over-emphasized, for it is cer
tain that a liaison established in this way unites the Red Crc.; 
world more closely by providing their Societies with a means of 
keeping in contact at all times with the International Committee 
and, through it, with each other.

There was however still the technical side of the 
transmissions to be considered. This problem was solved by the 
creation of a self-governing bureau called Bureau des Activit 
Humanitaires in liaison with the Swiss Postal Authorities, the 
Swiss Boradcasting Corporation and Radio-Geneva.

This Bureau works in the building of Radio-Geneva and 
uses the technical equipment of the Swiss Broadcasting Corpora
tion. It is entirely supported financially by the ICRC but is 
at the disposal of any humanitarian organisation who wishes to 
make use of its services, on modest share in the expenses en
tailed .

Here is a résumé of the main broadcasting activities 
of the ICRC :

- Technical information broadcasts (list of names, 
enquiries, tracing, etc.) supplied by the Cen
tral Prisoners of War Agency, or other special 
organisations, such as the International Re
fugee Organisation.
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- Information broadcasts (on medium waves) sup
plied by the International Committee, the 
League of Red Cross Societies or received from 
other welfare organisations, to popularize 
Red Cross ideas and work.

As an example, the Red Cross international broadcast 
on 8 May 1952 might be mentioned, which brought together thir
teen national broadcasting chains, sixty-four transmitters 
serving more than twenty-five million listeners of four con
tinents .

- Trial broadcasts on short waves (wave-length 
assigned to the ICRC by the Mexico Conference).

During the first series of trials on 7, 9 and 11 May 
1951, Geneva received nearly 500 listeners' reports from 31 
countries. A second series of trials took place on 28, 30 Ja
nuary and 1 February 1952, when, for the first time, the Red 
Cross Societies of Europe and surrounding countries were invit 
to take part in the trials. Owing to their efficient coopera
tion the ICRC was able to complete its documents. This time 
Geneva received 1161 listeners' reports. The purpose of these 
trials is to establish charts which give the probable quality 
of the reception at each hour of the day so that National Red 
Cross Societies will grow accustomed to receiving communica
tions by radio, which is essential in times of crisis,

- Telephotography broadcasts permitting instan
taneous diffusion of photographs (authentic do
cuments, photographs of missing persons etc.).
This would be of inestimable advantage to the 
Central Agency for Prisoners of War.

Such is a rough résumé of the International Commit1-̂ 
activity since 1945 in connection with broadcasting. It believ 
that this work should be continued and asks the National So
cieties to give this form of information the fullness and con
tinuity required. The coordination of programmes, on an inter
national scale, could be carried out in liaison with the Leagu 

National Societies' cooperation with the ICRC may bo 
particularly beneficial in the special field or radiocommunica 
tion on short waves, and it is clear that such a cooperation 
will be to the advantage of all.
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