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THE RED CROSS M D  PEACE

The Red Cross is in itself a work of peace. To give 
a glass of water to an unknown sufferer, to tend wounded and 
sick, to construct hospitals, to fight disease, and in case 
of conflict to care for all those who are hors de combat whethe 
friends or enemies - all these things are gestures of peace, 
prolonged into war. The International Conference of the Red 
Cross, which proclaimed the statutes of the International Red 
Cross at the Hague in 1928, was concerned to view the action of 
the Red Cross as essentially action in favour of peace. But 
there is nothing in the statutes of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC or the League or the International Rec· 
Cross which contains any allusion to the fact.

But since the end of the First World War allusions 
and passages relating to the rSle the Red Cross can play in the 
establishment of lasting peace began to be found in the appeals 
and resolutions of the International Conference of the Red Cros

Since then decisions have been taken in this sense 
at each meeting of the International Conference, and the XVII 
International Conference at Stockholm in 1948 passed two 
significant resolutions on the subject.

The first of these (Resolution LXIII)
"recommends that the Junior Red Cross programme stress 
the importance of international friendship as the 
basis of world peace".

The second (Resolution LXIV) deals expressly with 
the relations between the Red Cross and peace. It

"reaffirms the abhorrence of war by the Red Cross 
and its determination to work constantly for the 
development of that inter.national understanding 
which will bring about an enduring Peace amongst 
all nations of the world. This will be achieved 
by spreading the ideal for which the Red Cross 
particularly stands ... Peace in a nation is built
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in the hearts and minds of men by deeds that are 
prompted by manifest sympathy, understanding and 
respect for their fellowmen. In like manner, ex
tended to the international level, such actions 
not only relieve distress but contribute to the 
creation of constructive attitudes of friendliness 
and sympathy among the peoples of the world. The 
Red Cross has as primary function the relief of 
human suffering on an impartial basis without re
gard for the differences of nationality, race, or 
religious or political belief. In discharging 
this responsibility at home and abroad the Red 
Cross offers to all men an opportunity for positive 
action to meet human need and at the same time 
contribute to that better understanding among peo
ple which is essentiel to the maintenance of peace".

finally the Stockholm Conference adopted the decla
ration on peace submitted by the XX session of the Board of 
Governors of the League of Red Cross Societies which says that 
it is for all those who belong to the movement

"to support and sustain the basic Red Cross activity 
of mutual aid and friendly co-operation between 
individuals and nations, thereby contributing to ... 
the foundations on which peace can be built".

These quotations show the anxiety of the Red Cross not 
to lose sight of the problem of peace. The ICRC has considered 
this problem, and a study of it appeared in the Revue interna
tionals de la Croix-Rouge, offprints of which were distributed 
to the Rational Red Cross Societies and to various internatio
nal organizations. These ideas have been taken up by the Press 
and the Radio; and a broadcast on the Red Cross and peace has 
been organized, in which a member of the ICRC and the assistant 
Secretary General of the League took part.

But however right the spirit of these manifestations 
is, they cannot but call for action, and it is by action that 
they must be followed. By adhering to its principles, and living 
up to them every day, the Red Cross will establish the spirit of 
peace amongst men as a pledge of a better understanding between 
States. By assuring the dissemination of its own principles it 
already plays a part in the defence of peace; but its primary 
object is to devote itself to the other tasks devolving upon it, 
since the practical day-by-day work, which it accomplishes in 
silence, is a true work of peace and represents its principal 
contribution to the cause of peace.


