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I
Message of Condolence to H.M. The Queen

That all the Delegates assembled at the XVIth 
International Red Cross Conference desire unanimously to 
express their deep and sincere sympathy with Her Majesty 
The Queen in the irreparable loss Her Majesty has sustained 
by the lamented death of Her Mother, the Countess of Strathmore„

They bear gratefully in their minds the 
recollection of the message of welcome which Her Majesty 
was graciously pleasedto send to the Conference through His 
Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester.

II
Activities of the International Red Cross Committee

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference.
having heard the General Report of the International 

Red Cross Committee,
notes with satisfaction the care with which the 

International Committee has carried out the mandates entrusted 
to it, approves the initiatives taken by the Committee, 
and congratulates it especially on its interventions in the 
Chaco, Ethiopia, Spain and China.

Ill
Activities of the League of Red Cross Societies

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
approves the General Report of the League of Red 

Cross Societies and expresses to the Board of Governors its 
sincere appreciation of the work accomplished by the League 
of National Red Cross Societies,

expresses the hope that the League, which 
constitutes an increasingly important element in the Interna" 
tional Red Cross movement, will continue to be a source of 
inspiration as well as an effective information centre for 
the Red Cross Societies, and a living example of really world
wide international co-operation, disregarding ail considerations 
of race, politics,'or creed and seeking only the alleviation 
of human suffering.
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IY
Impress Shôken Fund

The XVI to. International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the report of the Joint 

Committee of the Empress Shôken Fund,
approves the new rules regulating this Fund 

adopted by the Standing Commission of the International Red 
Cross Conference at its meeting on April 29th, 1935 (Resolution 
XLY of the Tokyo Conference),

thanks the International Red Cross Committee and 
the League of Red Cross Societies for their administration 
of the Empress Shôken Fund, and approves the measures taken 
by these two bodies»

V

International Red Cross Committee Foundation

The XVTci International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the report submitted 

to it by the Council of the Foundation for the'International 
Committee,

noting that the purpose in view when the Fund 
was started, which was to constitute a capital of three million 
Swiss francs, is far from having been attained,

having regard to the necessity of providing the 
International Committee, apart from annual or occasional 
contributions, with regular resources to allSw it to carry 
out its responsibilities especially in war time»

further observing that the nature of the 
interventions of the International Red Cross in international 
conflicts has shown the interest which the existence and 
maintenance of a strictly neutral and impartial body presents 
for Governments and peoples,

renews the hope expressed by the XVth Conference 
and accordingly requests the delegates of Governments and of 
National Societies to approach their respective Governments 
forthwith, asking them to examine the means of providing the 
Foundation with adequate subventions so that the capital of the 
fund may as soon as possible amount to a total of at least three million Swiss francs,

appoints as representatives of the National Red 
Cross Societies on the Council of the Foundation for the 
International Red Cross Committee, until'the next Conference,
Mr» Goldschmidt and Colonel Marinkovitch»
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VI
Financial Situation of the International Fed Cross Bodies

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the financial position 

of the International. Red Cross Committee and the League of 
Red Cross Societies as described in their respective reports 
to the Conference,

considering that these bodies, which both work on 
economical lines, carry out, each working in full independence 
in its own domain, activities which are of essential importance 
to the National Societies and for which they are not at present 
assured of adequate resources,

recommends that the President of the International 
Red Cross Committee and the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of the League of Red Cross Socidties have the 
financial position and the needs of the two international 
organisations of the Red Cross studied from all angles, with 
a view to suggesting the best procedure for raising the funds 
necessary to meet, in so far as possible, the needs of either 
bodies„

The results of the studies undertaken will be made 
known as soon as possible.

The Conference declares that it is vitally 
necessary that National Societies meanwhile continue to 
give to both international organisations, and if possible to 
increase, all the support they can provide from their own 
funds, or from subventions furnished by Governments for the 
purpose.

VII
Relations of Nstional Societies inter se

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the proposal of the 

Chilian Red Cross and the Chilian Government supported by 
eleven other delegations, regarding the relationship of 
National Societies, "inter se”,

considering the recommendations of the second 
Pan-American Red Cross Conference held in Washington in 1926,

considering that in order to safeguard the rights 
of each National'Society on its own territory, the meaning 
of Resolution No. XI of the Xth International Red Cross 
Conference should be clarified as follows:
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Recommends to the National Societies:
a) that no Red Cross delegation, section or 

committee shall be established in foreign 
territory without the consent of the Central 
Committee of the National Society of the 
country concerned;

b) that this consent should only be asked for in 
exceptional circumstances, for purposes 
definitely determined in advance, and for a 
limited period of time.

VIII
Collaboratio n jc f National Societies ’'inter· ge»

in Time of War
The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the conclusions of the 

report of the Yugoslav Red Cross Society,
considering that in the general interest of the 

Red Cross the question raised in the said conclusions should 
be studied in all its aspects,

gives to the International Red Cross Committee and 
the League of Red Cross Societies the mandate to convoke jointly, 
in the near future, a small committee composed of personalities 
belonging to National Societies whose experiences have given 
them special competence in this matter, to proceed to a careful 
study of the possibilities of co-operation between Red Cross 
Societies in war-time,

expresses the hope that, following the work of this 
committee, a report calculated to serve as the basis for a 
wider exchange of views on this important problem may be drawn 
up and communicated to all National Societies,,

IX
Protection of Civilians Against Air Raids

The fifty-four National Red Cross Societies assembled 
at the XVIth International Red Cross Conference, meeting in 
London on the 20th June, 1938, looking forward to the results 
of their efforts to bring about measures of a general nature 
for the protection of civilians, appeal in the name of 
humanity to the competent authorities In all countries to 
prevent or so restrict bombing from the air as to safeguard 
the lives of helpless women and children and aged civilians, 
and urges these authorities in all areas where civilian lives
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are liable to be endangered by any military operations, to 
arrange for the evacuation of women and children into zones 
of immunity under Red Cross protection. The Red Cross 
Societies desire to place on record their earnest hope that 
effective steps will be taken without delay to secure 
agreements to this end between all Governments in accordance 
with the spirit of chilvary and human conduct for which the 
Red Cross stands.

X
Draft Conventions

1, Revision of the Geneva Convention,

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the report of the 

International Red Cross Committee drawn up following the 
Conference of Experts assembled by the Committee in October, 
1937, having heard the different opinions voiced during 
the deliberations and recorded in the Minutes,

noting that the number of points on which the 
Geneva Convention of 1929 requires to be improved or clarified 
is not sufficient to warrant a complete revision of this 
Convention,

noting that in the course of the debate, several 
delegations remarked that it would be advisable to eliminate 
from the draft revised Convention any reference to the civilian 
populations, whose protection as a whole should be dealt with 
in a separate Convention,

considers that the proposed modifications might be 
embodied in a Protocol to be annexed to the Geneva Convention 
at the meeting of a diplomatic Conference in the near future.

2, Revision of the Xth Hague Convention,

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taicen cognizance of the report of the 

International Red Cross Committee drawn up following the 
Conference of Naval Experts assembled by the Committee in 
June, 1937,

recommends to the attention of Governments the 
draft revised Maritime Convention drawn up by the experts, 
together with the observations presented by the delegations 
as they appear in the Minutes,



- 6 -

entrusts to the International Committee the task 
of making all necessary representations in order to ensure, 
with the minimum of delay, the revision of the said Convention 
at the meeting of a diplomatic Conference in the near future«,

3. Merging of Conventions.
The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
appreciating as it deserves the highly humanitarian 

spirit which inspires the proposal put forward hy the British 
Red Cross delegation regarding the Conventions relating to the Red Cross,

esteeming it desirable that the humanitarian 
provisions relating to the Red Cross and contained in the 
Conventions of Geneva and of the Hague: and in other similar 
Conventions, should as far as possible be concentrated in 
a single Convention,

entrusts to the International Red Cross Committee, 
without prejudice to the representations this Committee will 
be making in order to ensure the conclusion of the Draft 
Conventions examined by the Conference, the task of proceeding with the consultations and preliminary studies necessary for 
this purpose, in order to obtain a pronouncement from a 
diplomatic Conference regarding the possibility of grouping 
in a single Convention all the humanitarian provisions relating to the Red Cross9

4. Recommendation.
The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
following a proposal of its Legal Commission,
expresses the hope that the Conference charged with 

the examination of the Draft Conventions now under consideration should meet as soon as possible,
recommends that Governments should give a favourable 

reply to the invitation to be addressed to them by the 
Government which will be entrusted with the convocation of the Conference,

invites the International Red Cross Committee to 
make the necessary representations in order to ensure that 
the said Conference may meet as sonn as possible.
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XI
Ho apitai Areas

The XVTth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the report presented 

by the International Red Cross Committee on the Draft 
Conventions on the creation of hospital towns and hospital 
areas,

thanks the Standing Committee of international 
Congresses of Military Medicine and Pharmacy for the kind 
assistance which it lias given to the International Committee 
in the course of its work,

renews the mandate entrusted to the International 
Committee by Resolution XXXVII of the XVth Conference,

considers that, in any case, the creation of 
hospital towns and hospital areas could not in any way weaken 
the protection resulting from the rules of International Law as a whole,

expresses the hope that the International Committee 
may be able to convoke in the near future a Commission of 
military experts and experts in International Law, with a view 
to establishing a definite draft which could be submitted 
forthwith to a diplomatic Conference for consideration,

expresses the hope that, until such time as a 
plan of this character may have been put into effect, the 
Governments will consider, as need arises, the possibility of 
concluding mutual agreements "ad hoc”, providing'for the 
institution of hospital towns and hospital areas.

XII
Areas of Immunity

The XVTth International Red Cross Conference,
noting the satisfactory results obtained during 

a recent conflict by the creation of an area of immunity for 
the civil population,

requests the International Committee to bring 
these satisfactory results to the attention of the Governments 
concerned at all times when it may deem such action expedient.
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XIII
Protection of Women and Children Against 

the Suffering Resulting from Armed Conflicts

The XVTth International Red Cross Conference,
affirming the importance of the problem of 

protecting women and children against the sufferings resulting 
from armed conflicts,

requests the International Red Cross Committee 
to study this problem in co-operation with the Save the 
Children International Union,

and recommends that the national Red Cross 
Societies bring this question before their Governments, after 
consultation with the national bodies specially concerned 
with the protection of women and children»

XIV
Rôle and Activity of the Red Cross in Time of Civil War

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance with keen interest of 

the report presented by the International Red Cross Committee 
on the rôle and activity of the Red Cross in time of civil 
war,

recallirg the resolution relating to civil war 
adopted by the Xth Conference in 1921, pays tribute to the 
work spontaneously undertaken by the International Red Cross 
Committee in hostilities of the nature of civil war and relies 
upon the Committee to continue its activity in this connection 
with the co-operation of the national Societies, with a view 
to ensuring on such occasions respect for the high principles 
which are at the basis of the Red Cross movement,

requests the International Committee and the 
national Red Cross Societies to endeavour to obtain:

a) the application of the humanitarian
principles which were formulated in the 
Geneva Convention of 1929 and the Xah 
Hague Convention of 1907, especially as 
regards the treatment of the wounded the 
sick, and prisoners of war, and the safety 
of medical personnel and medical stores;
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b) humane treatment for all political prisoners, 
their exchange and, so far as possible, their 
release ;

c) respect of the life and liberty of non- combatants ;
d) facilities for the transmission of news of 

a personal nature and for the reunion of families ;
e) effective measures for the protection of 

children,,

The Conference requests the International Committee, 
making use of its practical experience, to continue the 
general study of the problems raised by civil war as regards 
the Red Cross, and to submit the results of its study to the 
next International Red Cross Conference.

XV
Co-operation of the National Societies with Governmental 
Bodies in Their Respective Countries in Relation to 

Their War-Time and Peace-Time Activities

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having examined the reports of the International 

Red Cross Committee and of the League of Red Cross Societies 
relating to the collaboration of National Societies with 
governmental bodies in their respective countries in relation 
to their war-time and peace-time activities,

approves the principles set forth in the reports 
of the International Red Cross Committee and the League of 
Red Cross Societies and particularly draws the attention of 
the National Red Cross Societies and of Governments who are - 
signatories of the Convention of Geneva, to these principles.

XVI
The R&le of the Nurse and Voluntary Aid Personnel

The XVTth International Red Cross Conference,
bearing in mind the necessity for the National 

Red Cross Societies to prepare as far as possible a plan of 
action to follow in time of war or calamity,
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notes with satisfaction the results of Resolution 
XVI of the XVth International Red Cross Conference effected 
by the International Red Cross Committee and the League of 
Red Cross Societies,

invites these two bodies to pursue the studies 
started by the Conference of Experts held in Paris from 
January 25th-29th, 1937,

whole heartedly approves the provisional conclusions 
of the report presented at the above-mentioned Conference,

recommends the national Societies to base themselves 
on these conclusions in the organisation of their emergency 
services in order to be ready at all times to second quickly 
and efficiently the public bodies in their respective 
countries, specially draws their attention to the necessity 
of:

a) completing the training of the Red Cross Nurses 
and Voluntary Aids on those points which are 
recognized as necessary in order to prepare 
them for the duties, whether medical or social, 
which may devolve upon them;

b) enrolling a sufficient personnel and training 
the relief personnel which will deal with the 
victims of aerial attacks;

c) having at its disposal relief material suitable 
for any eventuality;

d) organizing in advance, as far as possible, a 
transport service capable of being adapted to 
all needs, and, if necessary, aerial relief, 
the importance of which becomes daily more 
evident.

XVII
First Aid on Highways

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
noting the ever-increasing development in traffic 

and the remarkable progress made in the organisation of First 
Aid on Highways by the National Red Cross Societies, more than 
thirty of whom have at the present time adopted the system of 
a standardized and universal type of First Aid Posts, the 
position of which is shown by standardized road signs,

expresses the wish that the Red Cross Societies in 
the national field and the League of Red Cross Societies in 
the international field should make every effort to develop
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collaboration with the Automobile Clubs and other national 
and international organisations as well as. with government 
and private services whose special concern is safety on the 
highways so as to provide highways and more especially the 
international trunk roads with standardized types of First 
Aid Posts,

recommends to the Secretariat of the League to 
continue to encourage the development of First Aid services 
on Highways on a standardized plan and to widen the scope of 
its activities in the prevention of accidents, first and 
foremost by teaching the rules of the road and First Aid 
to children through the Junior Red Cross.

XVIII
Aerial Relief

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
noting the great progress made in the use of 

aviation to bring relief, especially in the case of disaster, 
by reconnaissance flights, by flights to establish communica
tions with isolated populations or to bring supplies of food 
and medicines, or to further the transport of doctors, nurses 
and relief personnel to the scene of disaster, and for the 
transport of the sick and wounded,

repeats the recommendations contained in Resolution 
XVII of the XIVth International Conference and in Resolution 
XXXII of the XVth International Conference, in which the wish 
was expressed, on the one hand, that the Red Cross Societies 
in the national field and the League of Red Cross Societies 
in the international field should attempt to make arrangements 
with Flying Clubs, with international organisations and in 
particular, with the "Fédération Aéronautique internationale" 
and with Government and private services interested in aerial 
relief, so as to ensure the collaboration of private and 
military aviation with the Red Cross, and on the other hand, 
that National Societies should attempt to organise a course 
to train personnel for the aerial transport of the sick and 
for all the humanitarian duties which may be accomplished by aviation,

again expresses the hope that Governments will 
encourage and facilitate the use of aviation by national Red 
Cross Societies so as to ensure aerial relief, especially as 
regards reconnaissance flights and transport in case of 
disaster relief work; and to continue to study with the 
International Red Cross Committee the possibility of drawing 
up the necessary rules and regulation to allow aerial relief 
transports to cross frontiers as easily as possible in peacetime o
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XIX
Work of the Permanent International Commission 

for the Study of Relief Material

The XVI th International Red Cross Conference,
notes with satisfaction the work done by the 

Permanent International Commission for the study of Relief 
Material in its 10th, 11th and 12th sittings,

approves the new Statutes established under the 
authority of Resolution XXV of the Tokyo Conference, and asks 
the Commission to continue its work,

thanks the International Red Cross Committee for 
its collaboration in this work,

expresses its gratitude to the Governments which 
have provided it with documents and the necessary financial 
aid and enriched its collections of material,

wholeheartedly approves the resolutions passed 
by this Commission, which are as follows:

1.
Maintenance Appliances for the Transport of Fracture Cases

I6 Temporary maintenance appliances for the initial transport of 
fracture cases should, in principle, possess the following 
general characteristics:

1. they should be as light as possible, without 
impairing their strength;

2. they should be easily carried in bulk in 
sufficiently large quantities and within 
a minimum space;

3. they should preferably not involve removing 
the patient's clothing, especially his 
footwear ;

4. they should ensure maximum immobility and 
prevent any rotation of the fractured limb;

5. they should be simply and easily extensible 
for use in complicated cases;

6. it should be possible to join them without 
difficulty if necessary;
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7« it should be possible to apply dressings
in cases of compound fracture„

II. .Among the types of appliances examined by it, the Commission 
would give preference to the following:
A. Upper Limb.

(a) arm-slings, plain splints, prepared lath 
splints (short distance transport, fractures 
under favourable conditions) for regimental 
medical services and field medical units;

(b) extension appliances, Jones-Ferrier 
appliance more complex fractures for medical 
units in the field»

B. Lower Limb.

(a) splints, large external splints, prepared lath 
(fractures with slight displacement);

(b) Thomas-Lardennois, Pouliquen, etc. extension 
appliances for fractures of the thigh, fracture 
of the pelvis, fracture of the leg accompanied 
by displacement.

(a) and (b) are desirable for all medical units in the field. 
A pattern of each type should be included in the issues for 
regimental medical service.

III. Rigid cradle splints should be avoided, as they do not ensure 
sufficient maintenance of fractures.

17. Incertain cases where no other means are available, the
methods of employing the thorax as inside splint of the arm, 
one leg for the other leg, as well as weapons or parts of 
the patient's equipment as outer splint, are recommended and, 
when properly applied, may be of service.

2
Individual Medical Equipment for 

Subordinate Personnel of the Medical Services

I. In addition to the equipment intended for men of all services, 
the subordinate personnel of the Medical Services shall be 
furnished with the following minimum individual medical 
e quipment:
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A, Simple equipment for Stretcher-Bearers, including:
(a) dressings;
(b) scissors and dressing forceps;
(c) tourniquets;
(d) a water-bottle or flask«

B. Complete equipment for Hospital Orderlies, include in 
addition to the above:

(e) a special number of drugs in current use, 
eespecially those:

1. for the care of the feet (powder, ointment, 
formalin);

2. for stimulation (one or more stimulants);
3. for the disinfection of wounds and skin 

(tincture of iodine);
(*) a collapsible lantern, if possible a dark 

lantern with glass or mica, or an electric 
pocket torch.

II. The above equipment should be packed in haversacks or satchels 
of suitable size, preferably hung from the belt in order to 
leave the chest free and to interfere as little as possible 
with movements.

III. As regards anti-gas treatment, the Commission is not in favor 
of introducing special drugs into the individual equipment 
of the medical squad. On the other hand, it recommends that all 
men should receive a second individual field dressing, 
including and anti-vesicant wrapped in a waterproof cover; 
for instance, a 10 per cent.chloramine ointment, and one or 
more gauze bandages.

3Transport of the Sick and Wounded by Rail
The Commission has decided that its recommendations 

shall not include permanent trains which in peace-time, 
immobilize much cumbersome and costly rolling stock.

I. Semi-Permanent Trains.
(a) They should be made up of passenger coaches 

which can be easily turned into coaches 
for stretcher cases by means of the
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necessary appliances stocked in advance.
Coaches specially designed for this purpose 
should he built in peace-time.

(b) They should ensure communication from one 
to the other.

(c) Include coaches for sick and wounded, both 
stretcher and sitting cases, and for the staff, 
stores, kitchen and dispensary, as well as
one or two spare vans. A special coach for 
dressings and operations is not considered 
indispensable ;

(d) be provided, in each coach, with good lighting 
arrangements, proper heating apparatus (central 
for preference), a water tap or tank, a 
lavatory or portable appliances for the same 
purpose;

(e) allow apparatus to be fitted or set up quickly 
in each coach for suspending or supporting 
either the standard field stretcher, or bunk 
stretchers designed in such a way that vertical 
and lateral oscillations are reduced to a 
minimum. Sufficient gangways should be allowed 
to enable the staff to move about and to apply 
the necessary dressings on the spot;

(f) be capable of being loaded preferably from 
the sides or failing this, from the ends, 
without uncoupling the coaches.

II. Improvised Trains.
(g) These are composed of any number of passenger

coaches for sitting cases, without any alteration, 
and for stretcher cases after adding the 
necessary fittings; goods trucks, arranged for 
suspending or supporting apparatus, in case 
of extreme necessity, vans without any previous 
fittings. To these the points mentioned sub 
(b) to (f) are applicable.

III. Personnel.
This should include one or several medical 
officers, a chemist, a quartermaster, hospital 
orderlies and, if possible, a few female 
nurses for technical and general services.
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IV. Equipment,
In addition to the rolling stock, the equipment of 

ambulance trains should include all articles needed for the 
nursing and treatment of the sick and wounded, as well as for 
the carrying out of routine services. The equipment'should 
also provide for the conveyance of infectious cases.

V. Rail Cars.
The Commission acknowledges the value of this^new 

method of transport for sitting and stretcher cases, which^ 
answers to military and medical requirements, and the fitting 
out and loading of which appear likely to be simple and rapid,

4
Field Medical Card

Medical Card for Admission to Hospital 
Recommendation

The Standing International Commission for the study 
of .Ambulance Equipment, aware of the numerous differences of 
opinion which exist regarding the designation in the various 
armies of the Field Medical Card and of the Medical Card for 
Admission to Hospital instituted according to its Resolutions 
V and VI;

considering highly desirable both in the interest 
of the patients in case of capture by the enemy of the staffs and 
of the Medical Services called upon to nurse them, that the 
nature of such documents should be made plain by a common 
vocabulary;

recommends that the attention of the various Medical 
Services be called to this point, with a view to securing a 
wording of these cards reproducing as closely as possible, in 
each language, the actual names given by the Commission,

5
Lighting in Field Medical Units 

Final Conclusions

I* For lighting in Field Medical Units, the Commission is of 
opinion that the following equipment is necessary:

(a) for the staff in the front line, an 
individual apparatus;

(b) for general lighting;
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(c) for lighting during operations.

Devices which as far as possible avoid revealing 
the presence of troops to the enemy are advisable.

II. Portable Lighting,
This includes small lanterns which should, whenever 

possible, be collapsible, with candles or burners (easily 
renewable) or electric pocket torches (small, easy to light 
and put out),

III. General Lighting.
Appliances of all sorts, such as are generally 

on sale, may be used.
Acetylene and electric light should be preferred. 

Among other advantages, the latter reduces the risk of fire 
and does not poison the atmosphere.

In general, the use of various patterns as regards 
fuel, or of a single type using several kinds of fuel, is 
recommended.

IV. lighting during Operations.

1. Electric light. Its advantages are: greater 
light diffusion, no risk of explosion by 
contact with narcotic vapours, smaller 
consumption of oxygen, less heat and dazzle 
for the operator.

For certain special patterns, very powerful illumination and 
elimination of shadows (apparatus used in hospitals and 
nursing homes).
Failing batteries and other sources of current, it does not 
seem impossible to make use of motor-cars.
All equipment used in the field should be easily, quickly and 
safely packed and carried,

2. Other forms of lighting.
(a) Incandescent lamps (paraffin, petrol, 

methylated spirits) provide, for an 
equal weight, a greater candle power than 
acetylene lamps, but, in common with the 
latter, present a fairly high risk of fire 
and explosion in contact with certain
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I.

II.

III.

anaesthetics (ether, ethylchloride)f this 
risk is avoided only by the use of chloroform.

(b) The Davy lamp, used in mines, provides
protection against the risk of explosion 
of a mixture of air and ether, when the 
ether content is ten times greater than that 
of the mixtures apparently formed during 
narcosis at the level of the lamp, even when 
there is a draught of air with a velocity 
of nearly 23 feet per second.

It may be assumed that it is possible to manufac 
ture operating lamps along the lines of the Davy lamp which 
could be used in narcosis by ether, and possibly by ethyl 
chloride,,

Becommendation
The Commission recommends that the study of this 

question may be pursued.
6

Delousing of
Final Conclusions

In the campaign against lices cleanliness plays 
the foremost part. This involves hot showers and the changing 
of underclothing at regular intervals.

In view of the fact that conditions surrounding 
troops in the field often make it impossible to put into 
effect the minimum measures of cleanliness, the campaign 
against lice calls for more energetic methods.

As the efficiency of methods of individual 
protection, intended to keep away lice, or at any rate 
to prevent their rapid multiplication, is very restricted, 
a more efficient means of delousing must be provided.

Amongst these methods a distinction must be drawn
between:

the delousing of actual and suspected 
verminous cases:
the delousing of underclothing and articles 
of equipment;
the delousing of premises.
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1. Delousing of actual and suspected verminous 
cases:

(a) close cropping of the head and hody hair 
which must he burnt;

(b) warm soapy showers or baths;
(c) among other means for head lice, scalp 

massage with acetic tincture of cevadilla;
(d) for public lice, the shower should be preceded 

by an application of xylol ointment, or grey 
ointment, or by repeated use of Van Swieten's 
vinegar lotion»

2. Delousing of linen, clothing and articles 
of equipment:

(e) dry heat (flat iron, hot air at a temperature 
of about 176 degrees F.; the latter process 
being likewise applicable to leather, rubber 
and fur articles};

(f) steaming for'a considerable time, or under 
pressure (l).

Should these physical methods be impossible, recourse must be 
had to chemical processes. In the case of washable articles, 
boiling is indispensable.

3. Delousing of premises:
If necessary, chemicals should be used:

(g) in the form of vapour, such as: nitrosul- 
phuration, ethylene oxide, etc», and subject 
to essential precautions, chloropicrine, 
hydrocyanic acid in the ’'cyclone” form or 
other stabilised hydrocyanic-acid products, 
combined with a detector gas»

(h) scrubbing the floors, etc», with a soapy 
solution of cresol»
Choice of these methods depends on the general plan 

of campaign. Straw from the cantonments should be burnt.

(l) It should be remembered that this method is quite 
unsuitable in the case of leather, rubber or fur 
articles, and that it can also serve for the cleansing 
of clothing which is contaminated by mustard gas.
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IV, Personnel in charge of delousing.
Special squads of the Medical Service staff will 

generally he provided, failing which regimental orderlies 
must he employed.

These special squads (sanitation squads, disinfection 
and delousing squads) should preferably he limited in numbers; 
they should be mobile and adequately equipped.

Such squads should be trained beforehand in peace
time and take special courses under a staff of qualified 
instructors.

XX

International Relief, Union

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the report presented by 

the International Relief Union,
recommends that the International Red Cross

organisations :/
1. encourage national Red Cross Societies to 

study the organisation and aims of the 
International Relief Union and to prepare 
themselves carefully to extend the free co
operation provided for in the statutory 
documents of the Union on the part of the 
Red Cross Societies of countries adhering 
to the Union;y

2. study the allocation of duties and respon
sibilities between the I.R.U, on the one 
hand, and the Red Cross organisations on the 
other, with a view to arriving at a rational 
application of the stipulations - of Article
15 of the Statutes of the I.R.U. (paragraph l) 
in time of disaster calling for the interven
tion of the Union;
reiterates the hope expressed at its preceding 

meeting in -Tokyo in 1934, that the Governments and national 
Societies adhering to the Union will draw up plans on a 
national scale with a view to the co-ordination of their 
efforts in the event of disaster, / / /

• considers that the relations between the I.R.U. 
and national Red Cross Societies·for the purposes of 
collaboration should be conducted at all times through the 
intermediary of the international Red Cross organisations, 
and more especially of the League of Red Cross Societies,
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XXI
Red Cross Disaster Relief Vfork

The XVI th International Red Cross Conference,
having heard the reports on the various methods 

of relief undertaken by the different Red Cross Societies 
with regard to populations afflicted by disaster,

congratulates the national Societies which, 
applying the humanitarian principles of the Red Cross, have 
contributed to the increase of the Red Cross disaster relief 
provided during the years 1934-1938 in a certain number of 
countries, as for example, in India, the United States of 
America and China,

emphatically urges that national Societies in 
each country should take measures to show an ever-increasingly 
generous participation in the field of international disaster 
relief work«

XXII
The Nobel Prize and the Junior Red Cross

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
considering the initiative taken by the Polish 

Red Cross with a view to conferring the Nobel Peace Prize on 
the League of Red Cross Societies for its activity in favour 
of the Junior Red Cross,

considering that since the resolution voted on 
this subject by the Board of Governors in 1936 the value of 
the Junior Red Cross as an element in the establishment of 
friendly relations between nations and of a better understanding 
between millions of young people belonging to some fifty 
countries, has continually asserted itself and increasingly 
attracted the attention of the educational world,

notes with gratitude the steps taken in Oslo by 
Mr, Max Huber, President of the International Red Cross 
Committee,

expresses the hope that this initiative will in 
the near future obtain the desired results as this would 
constitute a particularly fortunate event at the moment when 
the Red Cross celebrates its seventy-fifth anniversary and 
when the League of Red Cross Societies and the Junior Red Cross 
are entering upon their twentieth year of existence.
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Children’s History of the Red Cross

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the Children1s 

History of the Red Cross submitted to it by the International 
Red Cross Committee and the League of Red Cross Societies,

congratulates the International Committee and 
the League on the care with which they have discharged the 
mandate entrusted to them by the XVth Conference,

approves the book for children, particularly 
recommends its purchase to the national Societies,

invites them to distribute this publication among 
the young people in their respective countries, in accordance 
with the methods they think most appropriate.

XXIV
The Red Cross Truce

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
referring to the report of the Commission 

entrusted with the study of the methods of the Red Cross 
Truce adopted in Czechoslovakia,

recalls that the XVth International Red Cross 
Conference in Tokyo recommended an analogous movement to all 
national Red Cross Societies,

and recommends the continuation of the work of 
the Commission as regards manifestations tending to promote 
good will among nations and especially the Red Cross Truce,

XXV
Red Cross Voluntary Aids

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the interesting report 

presented on the Voluntary Aids of the American Red Cross,
expresses its thanks to the Rapporteur for her 

masterly statement of the case,
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congratulates the American Red Cross on the 
splendid organisation of its Voluntary Aids,

notes ■with satisfaction the development of these 
services in an ever-increasing number of national Red Cross 
Societies,

and recommends that all Red Cross Societies 
extend their activity in this field both as a means for 
providing special opportunities for beneficent service and 
also as a means of spreading the Red Cross spirit in all 
social circles,

XXVI
Educational Role of the Red Cross

The XVI th International Red Cross Conference,
having taken cognizance of the report presented 

by the League of Red Cross Societies under the general title 
"The Red Cross Educational Programme",

considers that this report deals with an aspect 
of capital importance to the work of the Red Cross and notes

with satisfaction that emphasis is laid therein 
both on the moral and the practical side of the educational 
function of the Red Cross,

affirms its conviction that the Red Cross not only 
constitutes a material force placed at the disposal of humanity, 
but is also a spiritual force uniting all its members in the 
same ideals of chivalry and generosity which inspires their 
activity throughout the world,

recognizes the valuable part -played by the League 
in the development of this spirit by facilitating mutual 
collaboration between the national Red Cross Societies,

recommends that the League continue to maintain 
and intensify the support which it gives to the national 
Societies by helping them in their educational work, so that 
through the instruction it gives in service activities, first 
aid, nursing, health, voluntary service, and its work among 
the younger generation, the Red Cross may everywhere'show its 
practical value and realise the ideals it represents.

XXVII
Standing Commission of the International 

Red Cross Conference

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
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appoints as members of the Standing Commission for 
the period 1938-1942:
The Honorable Sir Arthur Stanley 
Lieut„-General'A. Hultkrantz 
H;E; Senator G. de Michelis 
H„E„ Cha Phya Bijayanati 
Dr„ Pedro T„ Vignau

(Great Britain) 
(Sweden)
(Italy)
(Siam)
(Argentina)

XXVIII
Place and Date of the XVIIth Conference

The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
resolves that the next Conference will be held in 

Stockholm in 1942 at a date to be determined in due course 
by the Swedish Red Cross in consultation with the Standing 
Commission of the International Red Cross Conference,

XXIX
The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
requests its Chairman, Sir Arthur Stanley, to convey 

with humble duty to his Majesty the King, Patron of the British 
Red Cross Society, and to Her Majesty The Queen, President 
of the Society, the grateful thanks of all the Delegates for' 
the gracious hospitality extended to them by their Majesties, 
The Delegates are deeply sensible of the honour done to them 
in their reception by His Majesty the King and Her Majesty 
Queen Mary.

XXX
The XVIth International Red Cross Conference,
before separating, wishes to express the heartfelt 

gratitude of all Delegates to His Royal Highness The Duke of 
Gloucester, Chairman of the Council of the British Red Cross 
Society, for having presided at the Opening Session, and for 
his inspiring address; to Sir Arthur Stanley for his devoted 
and effective labours as Chairman; and to all the Officers 
of the British Red Cross Society who have been associated with 
him in the organisation and conduct of the Conference work.
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