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XX-fch MEETING OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS

R E P O R T
of

Tho Medical Assembly 
Stockholm - Monday August 16 1948

INTRODUCTION

One of the main arguments in favour of the League and 
the adoption of a peace-time programme of activities by all na
tional Societies was concern for public health.

The ^ealth Advisory Committee was created by the 
League Executive Committee in 1937 to guide the ^eague Secreta
riat in drawing up and executing a health programme as well as 
to strengthen co-operation with the sister Societies in this 
field. This Committee last met in July 1946 at Oxford.

In spite of the difficulties which have prev nted the 
normal functioning of the Health Advisory Committee, it is impor
tant that the Secretariat and in particular the Health Bureau 
of the League, sho Id benefit in the field of hygiene end public 
health from the advice of eminent specialists representing both 
scientific progress and the Red Cross’ideal;

The coming XVIIth International Conference in Stockh- 
holm seemed to furnish the opportunity to call a Medical Assembly 
there, with a view to establishing rules end regulations which 
would enable the Health Advisory Committee to function more sa
tisfactorily. At the same time, this Assembly would take note of 
the League's health work during the last two years.

The Medical Assembly met on Monday August 16 1948, at 
2.30 p.m. to discuss the following Agenda:

- Opening of the Assembly by the Chairman of the Board 
of Governors

- Election of the Chairman and members of the Bureau
- Report of the Chairman of the Health Advisory Committee 

on the last meeting and resolutions of this Committee.
- Report on the activities of the Hague's Health Bureau 

for the period 1946 - 1948.
- Discussion on the rules and regulations proposed by the 

League Secretariat with a view to setting up a Standing 
Health Advisory Committee.

- Recommendations of the Medical Assembly
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List of the National Societies which have announced 

their intention to take part in the meeting:

- Australia Sir John Newman Morris, C.M.G,
- Austria Dr. Viehauser
- Belgium Dr. de Laet
- Brazil Dr. Luiz Compos Mello
- Canada Dr. Fred Routley
- Chino. Dr, Woo
- Denmark Dr. S. Juel-Honningsen
- France Professor G. Brouardel
- Great Britain Air-Commandore Hewat
- Italy Dr. V. Piacentini
- Mexico Dr. Ramon del Villar
- Monaco Dr. Louet
- Netherlands Indies Dr. Nainggo1an
- Norway General Major Florellius
- Spain Dr. D. Victor Manuel y Nogera
- Sweden Dr. Axel Höjer
- Turkey ’ Colonel Burhanittin Tugan
- Uruguay Dr. Diego Lamas
- Venezuela Dr. H.F, Meran
- Yugoslavia Dr. Ures Jekie

Observers :
International Commit-' Dr. Cramer
tee of Red Cross 
(I.C.R.C.)

Dr. Marti

World Health Orga
nisation ( V/. H. 0. )

Dr. Leppo

GENERAL DISCUSS ION

Professor Brouardel, Chairman of the French Red Cross 
and Vice-Chairman of the League, welcomed the members fo the 
Medical Assembly in the name of the Chairman of the Board of 
Governors, Mr. Basil O'Connor; he thanked the Swedish Red 
Cross for its kind reception and the Jjeague Secretariat for 
the great work which it was undertalcing.

Item 1 of the Agenda -The Assembly unanimously elected 
Dr. F. Routley as chairman and designated as secretary Dr. Z.S. 
Hantchef, Director a.i. of the Health and First Aid Bureau of 
the League.

Dr. Routley, after thanking the Assembly for the honour 
which it had done him, presented the Report of the Resolutions 
of the last Health Advisory Committee held at Oxford in 1^46, 
at the time of the XIXth Meeting of the Board of Governors.

The report on the activities of the League- Health Bureau
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setting forth the resolutions adpted at Oxford was discussed 
chapter by chapter:

Rehabilitation and Occupational lie-training of the Disabled 
(Resolution No. 38)

The Australian delegate 'gave a brief account o.f the activities 
of his Society in this field.

Post Sanatoria! Care of Tuberculosis Patients (Resolution No. 39) 
Organization of Blood Transfusion Services for the Civil Popu
lation (Resolution No. 40.)

A discussion too;: place on the organization of Blood Transfusion 
Services in various countries, notably in Australia, Belgium, 
Franco and Turkey. The representatives of these countries each 
gave a rapid sketch on the appeal for blood donors and their 
reramuneration.

Red Cross Co-operation in the Medico-Social Campaign against 
Rheumatism (Resolution No. 41»)
Red Cross Co-operation in the Campaign against Epidemics (re3Q- 
lution No. 42)
Red Gross Co-operation in Nutrition Education (Resolution No. 43)

The Chairman recalled the work carried out by the Canadian Red 
Cross regarding"Experimental Study on the Psychological Value 
of School Meals".

Medico-Social Work of the National Red Cross S0Cjeties (Reso
lution No. 44.)

Scholarships for Medical Officers or Exchange of Medical Of
ficers between National Societic-s (Resolution No. 45«) 
International First Aid C rtificate (Resolution No. 46).
Relations with the V7orld Health Or anization (Resolution No. 48)

A long discussion took pla.ce between the delegates of 
Australia, Belgium, France, South Africa and Sweden as to the 
relations between the League and the V7.H.0.

The Secretary, Dr. Hantchef, read on this subject:

1. the draft resolution submitted by the Franch delegation to 
the First World Health Assembly recommending sustained co-opera
tion between the two institution,

2. the lattor addressed by the Director General of the ^.H.O·,
Dr. Brock Chisholm, to the Secretary General of the League in
forming him that the League is the first non-governmental orga- 
i ization invited to enter into official relations with W.H.O.

A Sub-Committee composed of Sir John Newman Morris (Austra



lia), Dr. de last (Belgium), Air-Commodore Hewat (Great Britain), 
Dr. A. Hojer, (Sweden), Dr. Peel (Union of ' outh ..frier.) drew 
up the following draft resolution to present to the Board of 
Governors:

"The league of Bed Cross Societies wishes to thank the 
Bxecutive Board of the Y/.H.O. ifr its kind proposal of 
co-operation with Che League and desires to state that 
the league will b · very pleased to study, with a view to 
action, any proposal made by G.H.O. in the details of this 
co-operation."

The rest of the report was approved en bloc.

Discussion on the rules and regulations proposed by the 
heap,uc Cecrctariat with a view to establishing a. Standing Health 
Advisory Committee.

The draft rules and regulations discussed paragraph by 
paragraph.'

Pith regard to Item 1, the delegate of the Union of 
South Africa thought the figure of fifteen members a little 
high, but the Chairman stressed .that it was necessary diet this 
Committee should be really representative of the various regions 
of the world in health matters, since it would only meet every 
two years.

Regarding Item 2, the delegate of the Union of South Africa 
inquired if the National Societies would be considered as be
longing to the Committee and Dr. Routley replied that thosw who 
did not desire this would be replaced by others designated by 
the Bxecu ive Committee.

There was no comment on Items 3,1,5,6 and 7.

Item Sa - The delegate of the United States, Mrs. fisher 
(freeman), proposed the following amendment:

"To study the Health Programme of the league in rela
tion with the entire field of international health action".

Item 8b - The Chairman explained that it was not a matter 
of criticising the National Society programmes, but on the contra
ry of using experience gained in the National Societies as in
formative material for the other Societies.

nir Commodore Howat and Dr. Peel observed that the pro
gramme, detailed under Item 8, ran the risk of overlappning with 
that of the Y.-.H.O., out Dr. Aoutley considered that thosw were
the essential tasksof the red Cross, if it wished to carry out
the mandate assigned to it. This was not, moreover, the Lea-



gue's programme, but that carried out by the national Societies. 
The Chairman finally remarked that the Committee which was en
visaged was not more numerous than that, which met at Oxford.
The league would not be put to any expense, the national Socie
ties or the delegates r/o'. Id meet the cost themselves. Further, 
the meetings were carefully fixed in such a way as to coincide 
with the Board of Governors or the executive Committee. The 
Committee will not only have to discuss what has to be done, but 
to take note of what has already been achieved by a number of 
National Societies. In the course of the Oxford Meeting, a.t 
which Dr. Morris and hr. Too took part, splendid work was ac
complished, it was this work, which should be continued and for 
that purpose the T.H.O. experts would bo useful. The Comit- 
tee's task would be to assist the National Societies with 
technical and sci ntific advice in health matters.

as the question, of the very necessity i such a Committee 
had hoen raised, the Secretary in the course of a brief histo
rical s etch showe·' that the establishment of the Comittee went 
back to 1919 and that the 1 setter had held, several sessions since 
then without any rules and regulations ever having been drafted.

It was as the result of the resolutions adopted in 1946 
at Oxford that the Blood Transfusion Services had been orga
nized in several countries anu entrusted to the National Ned 
Cross Societies.

On being put to the vote by the Chairman, the draft rules 
and regulations were adopted (See Annex)

The Chairman, taking into' account geographical distribu
tion. proposed that the following National Societies should be 
■members of the Health Advisory Committees Austria, Belgium, 
Chile, Egypt, France, Great Britain, India, Mexico, Poland, 
Rumania, Siam, Spain, Union of South Africa and U.S.S. R.

Canada was added to this list on the proposal of Dr. 
Brouardel.

As for th„ members who should, be added in a personal ca
pacity, it was decided that the Health .Advisory Committee will 
design te them itself in conformity with the rules and regula
tions which had just been approved.

As tbsAgenda had been dealt with and in the absence f 
individual proposals, the Chairman declared, the meeting closed 
at 5.30 -.m., after Professor Brouardel, Chairman of the French 
Red Cross, had thanked Dr. Routly and the Secretariat for the 
work which had been done.



American National Red Cross resolution introduced at the Nursing, Health 
and Social Assistance Commission, XVIIth International Red Cross Conference,

WHEREAS, in the course of the 20th century we have witnessed the development 
of individualized social services to persons, families, groups and commu
nities based on the philosophy of respect for the dignity and value of the 
human pe rs onality, and

WHEREAS, as in the field of health care there continues to exist important 
social welfare needs unmet by governmental and other bodies, and

WHEREAS, voluntary organizations like those of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies, because they are flexible, organized to act quickly 
in emergencies and free to pioneer in new fields, are in a position to pro
vide leadership in meeting these unmet needs,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

That the XVIIth International Red Cross Conference recommends that national 
societies take advantage of opportunities for helping people liv better, 
fuller and more secure lives. In carrying out social service programs Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies should cooperate with each other and with 
national and international social service organizations in developing sound 
programs and standards of social welfare, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That every effort be made to secure qualified, professionally trained 
workers to administer those welfare programs, and
BE IT FURIITER RESOLVED:

That the League of Red Cross Societies be requested to encourage and assist 
in the exchange of information, materials and staff in the social service 
field among the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the world.



FIRST REPORT
OF TH

HEALTH. NURSIITG RAD SOCIAl WE1IRRE COMMISSION

The Commission met on August 21, 2J and 24, 1948, After having 
formed its Committee, it proceeded to study the various items on its * 
Agenda,

It adopted the follwoing resolutions:

Report of the Advisory Health Committee of the league of 
Red Cross Societies (item Il/a of the Agenda)

The Board of Governors having adopted the report of the Advisory 
Health Committee of the league, this document was submitted for approval 
by the Commission. ' After the various points had been reviewed, the re
port was unanimously adopted, subject to the recommendations set forth 
hereunder.
Relations with the World Health Organisation (V/.H.O.)

The Commission expressed the hope that the Conference would adopt 
the following motion, voted unanimously by the Advisory Health Committee 
of the league:

"The league of Red Cross Societies wishes to thank the Executive 
Board of the World Health Organisation for its kind proposal to col
laborate with the league, and wishes to say that the latter will be 
pleased to consider, with a view to their adoption, any proposals 
which the W.H.O. may put forward concerning the details of this 
joint action.)

Red Cross action for Blood Transfusion (item Il/B of theAgenda)
After numerous statements dealing with the experience acquized in 

various countries in the field of blood transfusion, the Commission ex
pressed the hope:

(a) that Rational Red Cross Societies would take an active part in t 
the matter of blood transfusion, that they v/ould collaborate 
with their respective governments for the institution of blood 
transfusion centres and, if necessary, undertake the organisa
tion of such centresj

(b) that the principle of free blood transfusion would be univer
sally applied, as far as possible·,

(c) that the standardisation of supplies, equipment and methods 
of transfusion would be studied.

It unanimously decided to amend, Resolution IV of the Advisory Health 
Committee adopted by the Board of Governors at its XIXth Session (Offord 
1946), by mentioning, in particular, in the 4th paragraph the World 
Health Organisation among the organisations from which the league of Red 
Cross Sociities can obtain information in the field of transfusion.
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• 5· Bed Cross action in the field of First Aid and for the prevention, of 
accidents (items Il/c and Il/d of the Agenda).

The Commission heard numerous reports on the experience gained in 
various countries in the field of accident prevention and in that of 
first aid.

It recommended that the XVIIth International Red Cross Conference 
ratify the recommendations made by the Board of Governors and the Stan
ding International Commission on Highway First Aid (S.I.C.H.C.) in con
nection with the.prevention of accidents, the organisation of first aid 
and instruction in traffic dangers.

Further, in view of the fact.that numerous accidents are caused by 
alcoholism, the Conference draws the attention of the Rational Red Cross 
Societies to the necessity of standardizing tests for drunkenness,

4, Dried Mothers' Milk,
The Commission heard a report by Dr. Baesjou, delegate fo the Nether

lands Red Cross, as to the preparation and advantages of dried mother's 
milk and as to the experience gained in this field in Holland.

The Commission unanimously adopted a resolution recommending that 
each National Red Cross Societiy contribute to the campaign against in
fant mortality by seeking to extend the preparation and distribution of 
dried mother's milk, either by a national movement or by agreement 
between neighbouring countries.

5, Activities of the Health Bureua of the league
After having examined the report on the activities of the Health 

Bureau of the League of Red Cross Societies, and considering the nume
rous and varied duties incumbent on the Bureau, the Commission

a) recommends that certain matters be given priority, in particular 
questions relating to blood transfusion^

b) requests the National Red Cross Societies to inform the Leaque 
Health Bureau of all new steps and activities undertaken by them 
and entrust the latter with making them known to other Societies·,

c) recommends that the means and ths staff available to the League 
Health Bureau be consistent with the tasks which it has to carry 
out,

6, Standing International Commission for the Study of Medical Material.
After having examined the draft resolution drawn up by the Interna

tional Committee of the Red Cross (i.C.R.C.) and transmitted by the Gene
ral Commission, the Health Commission proposes that the Conference adopt 
the follwoing resolution:

"The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference hopes that the World 
Health Organisation will undertake to be responsible for the uni- 
foimity of medical equipment for both military and civilian needs, 
on the basis of experience acquired and with the collaboration of 
international Red Cross organisations, in particular the Standing In
ternational Commission for the Study of Medical Equipment."



Resolutions presented by the Commission on Health, Nursing and Social 
Assistance

I

The Conference
having received the report of the 9th session of the Nursing Advisory 

Committee of the League of Red Cross Societies, approves the report and 

endorses its recommendations.

II

The Conference
having received the report submitted by the Florence Nightingale 

International Foundation, wishes to reiterate the interest of the Inter

nationa.! Red Cross in the Memorial to Florence Nightingale, and to express 

the hope that there will continue to be Red Cross representation on the 
national and international management bodies of this memorial.

Ill
The Conference

taking cognizance of the experience of the International Red Cross 

Committee in relation to the training of Red Cross nurses and nursing 

auxiliaries and their activities in wartime, and recalling Resolution XVI 

•f the XVIth International Red Cross Conference relating to planning for 

the training and use of nurses and voluntary aids in time of emergency, 

recommends

1. That in time of peace national societies promote instruction 

of all sanitary personnel who might be expected to come 

undex- the protection of the Red Cross emblem regarding the 

articles of the Geneva Convention and the general rights 

and obligations of such personnel in time of war. In



2.

time of emergency such sanitary personnel should receive 

detailed instruction in all provisions of the conventions, 
and in those clauses within their respective national 

legislation which apply to the rights and obligations of 

such personnel.

2. That national societies cooperate with their respective 

national nursing associations in urging that selected 

nurses become expert in the nursing problems arising 
from the conditions of modem warfare, and that they 

be prepared to assume leadership if necessary in the 

training and supervision of nursing auxiliaries *r 
professional nurses who may render nursing care in such 
an emergency.

3. That national societies support the principle that 

training programs designed to secure a rapid increase 
in available nursing service for an emergency situation 

should place primary emphasis on the short term training 

of auxiliary workers who do not expect to remain in the 

field of professional nursing, rather than upon the 

modification of reduction of the required training for 

professional nurses.

4. That national societies, in cooperation with their 

respective national nursing associations encourage 

advance planning for the division of responsibilities 

between professional nurses and auxiliary workers in 

time of major emergency.



The conference

notes with satisfaction that an increasing number of national 

societies are providing instruction to the public in protective health 

measures and simple nursing care in the home, and urges that such 

programs be encouraged wherever practicable under Red Cross auspices.



HEALTH, NURSING. AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE COMMISSION

RESOLUTION

The Commission on Health, Nursing, and Social Assistance having 
received the report prepared by Dr. Beltran, Delegate of the Argentine 
Republic, recommends that the Secretariat of the League of Red Cross 
Societies encourage National Societies to develop social welfare ser
vices on a local level through snail social welfare commissions«



Text of the Resolutions adopted during the first three sessions of the 
Health Nursing and Social Welfare Commission,

1«
1, Report of the Advisory Health Committee of the league of Red Cross 

Societies

"The XVIIth International. Red Cross Conference adopts the report 
of the Health Advisary Cimmittee of the League of Red Cross Societies and 
wishes to thank the Executive Board of the World Health Organisation for 
its kind proposal to collaborate with the League $ it wishes to say that 
the latter will be pleased to consider, in view of their adoption, any 
proposals which the World Health Organisation may put forward concerning 
the details of this joint action,"

2, Red Cross action for blood transfusion

" The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference recommends:
a) that National ed ^ross Societies shall take an active part in the 
matter of blood transfusion, that they shall collaborate with their 
respective governments for the institution of blood transfusion centres add, 
if necessary, undertake the organisation of such centres,
b) that the principle of free blood transfusion should be universally 
applied, as far as possible, ■
c) that the standardization of supplies, equipment o.nd methods of 
transfusion should be studied.

The Conference also adopts the Resolution IV of the Advisory 
Health Committee, adopted by the XIXth Session of the Board of Governors 
(Oxford 1946), including in the 4th paragraph of their resolution the 
World Health 'Organisation among the organisations from ?/hich the League of 
Red Cross Societies can obtain information on questions of blood transfusion,

3, Red Cross action for First Aid and the prevention of accidents

" The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference decids to ratify 
the recommendations made by the Board of Governors of the League and the 
Standing International Commission on Highway First Aid(S.I»C,H.C.) in 
connection with the prevention of accidents, the organisation of Sirst 
Aid and the instruction on traffic dangers.

Further, in view of the fact that numerous accidents are caused 
by alcoholism, the Conference draws the attention of National Red Cross 
Societies to the necessity of standardizing tests for drunkenness,"

4» Dried Mothers' Milk
"The XVIIth International Red Cross C nference recommended to 

all National Hed Cross Societies to contribute to the campaign against 
infant mortality by seeking to extend the preparation and distribution 
of dried mothers'milk, either by a national action or by agreement between 
neighbouring countries ,

XVIITH INTERNATIONAL RED GROSS CONFERENCE



" The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference recommends :
a) that certain matters should be given priority by the League Health 
Bureau, in particular questions relating to blood transfusions
b) that National ^ed Cross Societies should place all new steps taken 
before the League Health Bureau for circulation by the latter to other 
Societies»
c) that the League Health Bureau should be given the requisite financial 
means to meet the costs incurred in this respect,"

6, Standing International Commission for the Study of Medical Equipment,

" The XVIIth International Ned Cross Conference hopes that 
World Health Organisation v/ill undertake to be responsible for the uniformi
ty of medical equipment for both military and civilian needs, on the basis 
of experience Required and with the collaboration of international Red 
Cross organisations, in particular the Standing International Commission 
for the Study of Medical Equipments"

H t

NURSING

1, Report of the Nursing Advisory Committee of the League

" The XVIIth International Red Cross Conference

having received the report of the IXth Session of the Nursing 
Advisory Committee of the League of Red Cross Societies, approves the 
report and endorses its recommendations,"

2, Report of the Florence Nightingale International Eoundation 

"The Conference

having received the report submitted by the Florence Nightingale 
Foundation,, wishes to reiterate the interest of the International Red 
Cross in the Memorial to Florence Nightingale, and to express the hope 
that there will continue to be Red Cross representation on the national 
and international management bodies of this Memorial,"

3» Nurses and Nursing Auxiliaries

"The Conference

taking cognizance of the report of the International Ked Cross 
Committee on the training of Red Cross nurses and voluntary Aids and their 
activities in vprtjme, and recalling Resolution XVI of the XVIth 
International ed ross Conference relating to planning for the training 
and use of nurses and voluntary aids in time of emergency, recommends:

I, That in time of peace National Societies promote instruction 
of all sanitary personnel who might be expected to come under



the protection of the iLed Cross emblem regarding the Articles 
of the Geneva Conventions and the general rights and obli

gations of such personnel in time of war. In time of emergency 
such sanitary personnel should.again receive detailed intructmoni 
in all provisions of the Conventions, and in those' clauses 
within their respective national legislation which apply to 
the rights and obligations of such personnel,

2, That National Societies co-operate with their respective natio
nal nurses' associations in urging that selected nurses become 
expert in the nursing problems arising from the conditions of 
modern warfare, and that they be prepared to assume leadership 
if necessary in the training and supervision of nursing auxilia
ries or professional nurses who may render nursing care in suhh 
emergency,

3f That National Societies support the principle that training 
programmes designed to secure a rapid increase in available 
nursing service for an emergency situation should place primary 
emphasis on the short term training of auxiliary workers who 
do not expect to remain in the field of professional nursing, 
rather than upon the modification or reduction of the required 
training for professional nurses#

4# That National Societies, in co-operation with their respective 
national nurses' associations encourage advance planning for the 
division of responsibilities between professional nurses and 
auxiliary workers in time of major emergency#"

4, HQme Nursing

"The Conference

notes with satisfaction that an increasing number of National 
Societies are providing instruction to the public in protective health 
measures and simple nursing care in the home,and urges that such programmes 
be encouraged wherever practicable under Red-Cross auspices,"

III ?
SOCIAL SERVICE

(3)

Red Cross action in the Field of Social Service

I, "Whereas, in the course of the XXth century we have witnessed the 
development of individualised social services to persons, families, groups 
and communities based on respect for the dignity and value of the human 
personality, and

Whereas, as in the field of health care there, continues to exist impor
tant social welfare needs unmet by governmental and other bodies,

Whereas, non-governmental organisations like those of the National 
Societies, because they are flexible, organised to act quickly in emergencies 
and fredd to pioneer in new fields, are in a position to provide leadership in 
meeting these unmet needs,



The Conference

recommends:
1. That national Societies take advantage of opportunities 

for helping -'eople to help themselves to meet their social 
-problems. In carrying out social service programmes, National 
Societies should co-operate with each other and with national 
and international social welfare organisations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in developing sound programmes and 
standards of social welfare.

2. That every effort be made to secure qualified, professionally 
trained workers to administer these welfare programmes.

3. That the league of Red Cross Societies be requested to 
encourage and assist in the exchange of information, materials 
and staff in the Social welfare field among all National 
Societies,"

'I. "Whereas, the XVIIth International Red Cross Conference recognises 
the importance’of securing qualified, well-trained social workers to 
administer Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies'programmes of social 
welfare, and

Whereas, in many countries there continues to be a serious shortage 
of such qualified staff,

The Conference
recommends that the National Societies co-operate with existing 
training agencies, local, national and international, in the 
expansion of social welfare training facilities, in initiating 
training schools for social workers where such schools do not exist, 
in the granting of scholarships and fellowships to National Societies' 
social work staff, and in the development of in-service staff


